
Bible Commentary 
PSALMS 1 

General remarks. This book holds a 
place of unusual interest in the Bible. 
By one classification it is distinguished 
from the law (Luke 24: 44), and by 
another it is referred to as a part of 
the law (John 10: 34). It contains 
various forms of speech; poetical, 
musical, historical and prophetical. 
Many "authorities" divide it into 5 
books, with other tabulations regard
ing the several verses in each book. 
This information is all interesting 
and useful, but is too detailed and 
technical to be given space in a com
mentary like this. For the benefit of 
the readers who might be interested, 
I shall cite some authors: Schaff
Herzog Encyclopedia; Smith's Bible 
Dictionary; Oxford Cyclopedic Con
cordance; Two Thousand Hours in 
the Psalms, by Dr. l\1arion McH. Hull. 
Wherever, in my judgment, any of the 
Psalms require some special notice as 
per the information cited above, I 
will paint it out. Otherwise I shall 
comment on the verses of the chapters 
in the order as contained in the A. V. 
of the Dible, as I have done in the 
preceding volumes of the commentary. 

Verse 1. In this verse we see the 
entire scope of human conduct classi
fied under three heads; walking, stand
ing and sitting. It would be impossible 
literally or physically to do all of 
them at the same time, hence we 
should look for the figurative sense 
of the words. Blessea is from ESHER 
and is rendered "happy" by Strong, 
Young and Moffatt. Wal1ceth Is from 
HALAK and has a variety of applica
tions both figurative and literal. Per
haps its most outstanding thought is 
to "frequent a place." Counsel has been 
translated from ETSAH and Strong 
defines it, "advice." The whole state
ment means one who follows the ad
vice of the ungodly. The last word is 
from RASHA, which Strong defines, 
"morally wrong; concretely an (ac
tively) bad person." Standeth is from 
AMAD and defined by Strong as follows: 
"A primitive root; to stand, in various 
relations (literally and figuratively, 
transitively and intransitively)." Way 
is from DEREK and defined, "A road 
(as trodden); figuratively a course of 
life or mode of action, often adver
bially."-Strong. In the A. V. it has 
been rendered by conversation 2 times, 

custom 1, journey 23. manner 8 and 
way 1692. The thought is of a man 
who does not "stand for" the manner 
of sinners. Sitteth is from a word that 
has been rendered by dwell 434 times. 
Beat is from MOSHAB and Strong gives 
"session" as a part of his definition; 
Moffatt renders it "company," Scorn
ful is from LL"WTS and Strong defines 
it, "to make mouths at, Le_ to scoff." 
A man who cannot deny the truthful
ness of God's Word will try to weaken 
its force by making light of it. 

Verse 2. The preceding verse de
scribes a man who is good negatively, 
this one will consider a man who is 
good affirmatively, To delight in the 
law of the Lord means more than 
merely enduring it. A man might ac
cept it with a passi ve approval because 
he has no reason to dispute it, but he 
should also accept it as a chief source 
of joy. Jesus taught the same principle 
in Matt. 5: 6. Med-itate means to think 
seriously and respectfully over the law 
even when one cannot have the text 
before his eyes. The Bible is so full 
of precious material that a man can 
read enough of it in a few moments 
preceding his day's activities to keep 
his mind busy all day. Day and night 
comprehends the entire period of time 
which might seem to leave no oppor
tunity for any necessary attention to 
the body. The expression is figurative, 
meaning that at all available moments 
\vhether in the day or night, one 
should be thinking of the law, 

Verse 3. RiVers 01 water is a signif
icant phrase, The first word is from 
PEL)W which means, "a rill (i.e. small 
channel of water, as in irrigation)." 
-Strong. It is from another Hebrew 
word meaning, "to split (literally or 
figuratively)." It refers to places 
where two streams meet and the soil 
between them is always moist, there
fore frUitful. Both fruit and foliage 
need nOUrishment and the life-giving 
liquid is ever present because of the 
condition brought about by the two 
streams. However, the moisture satu
rating the ground near the tree would 
be of no value did the tree not reach 
out and drink of it. Likewise the 
happy man of God is enabled to thrive 
because he does his part by reaching 
for the life-giving source in the stream 
of God's truth. Whatsoever he doeth 
is based on the condition that he de-
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lights in the law ot the Lord and COD
stantly meditates therein. The pros
'Perity assured him is of a spiritual 
nature. not that any special providence 
is to be expected as a reward for his 
study ot the 'Vord. 

. Verse 4. U'ngodly Is defined in the 
comments at v. 1. Chaff is light and 
passive in the pr esence ot wind. It is 
used to compare the wicked men be· 
cause they are ot such little weight 
or consequence that God's blast will 
seIlarate them from the righteous. See 
the same thougbt in Matt. 3: 12. 

Verse 5, Stand is from a different 
original from tha t in Y. 1. Here it 
means to endure Or withstand a test. 
The judo,ntent does not refer especially 
to that of the last day. It means any 
time tbat a test accounting is to be 
made. Whenever that is done the un
godly wlll fail to "pass" the test or 
truth. The last clause is practically 
the same in thought as the preceding 
one. An assembly of righteous peo· 
pie would expel an ungodly man from 
its midst. Tbat agrees with the prin· 
ciples or government regulating the 
church in the New Testament. (1 Cor. 
5: 5-8; 2 Tb. 3: 6.) 

Verse 6. Knoweth means to recog
nize or own. Way means a course of 
action in one's life. God will own or 
accept the lite of a righteous man by 
accepting and saving the man. On the 
other hand, the course of life followed 
by an ungodly man is objectionable, 
and the Lord will reject it in that he 
will let the man perish. 

PSALMS 2 
Verse 1. This whole chapter is a 

prophecy concerning Christ. The 
reader should not be confused by the 
present or past tense of the verb, for 
that is t he prophetic style. God knows 
the future as Will as he does the pres
ent and indicated that fact by inspir
ing the prophets to write of future 
events as it they had already taken 
place. H eathen means "a foreign na
tion," and here refers to the Gentiles 
in the time at Chrtst and his disciples. 
Rage is defined by Strong "to be tu
mUltuous," and reters to the disor
derly assemblages in which the ene
mies or Christ conspired to injure his 
cause. Imagine means to meditate and 
plan to oppose the works at the dis
ciples of the Lord. Vain thing is from 
a Hebrew word that means emptiness. 
It denotes that the malicious purposes 
of the foes of the Lord were to come 

to nought. This prophecy was quoted 
by the disciples as recorded in Acts 
4: 25, 26. 

Verse 2. LOra and his anointed mean 
Gad and Christ. The kings reters to 
the rulers in tbe time of Christ and 
his followers who ploUed against their 
work. Herod and Pilate were among 
them and are named in Acts 4: 27_ 

Verse 3. Their bands and their cords 
refers to the hold that God and his 
Son rightfully bad on the rulers of 
the world. They (heathen) plotted to 
revolt against the divine legislation. 

Verse 4. LaU!fJh ana aerision are 
practically the same in meaning. The 
thought Is that God will look upon 
his enemies with contemp.t. He will 
regard their attempts at overthrow
ing his couDsel as of too little conse
quence to deserve seriolls attention. 

Verse 5. God wil1 look with COD
tempt upon the doings of his ene
mies, yet that will not end the matter. 
They w ill be made to feel the sting of 
his wrath finally. 

Verse 6. David uses the pronouns 
I)romiscuously as to the 1s t. 2nd, or 
3rd person. In this verse he uses the 
1st person and Is speaking for God 
the Father. In s pite ot the plots of 
the heathen,' God will (have) set his 
king (Christ) upon the holy hill of 
Zion of Jerusalem. 

Verse 7. DavId Is lhe speal{er in the 
first clause in which he is introduc
ing a decree about to be quoted_ That 
decree was made by the Father COll
cerning the Son, and the rest of the 
verse Is the language of the Son, re
peating the decree of Gad. It may well 
be worded with parenthetical explana
tions thus: "The Lord (God) hath 
said unto me (Christ), thou art," etc. 

Verse 8. Me refers to God, making 
a prediction in the form ot an invita
tion to the Son. The heathen reters 
to the nations ot the world who were 
to embrace the Gospel and become 
m embers of the Idngdom of Christ. 

Verse 9. The expressions In this 
verse are figurati \'e and are intended 
to give the idea of God's firm rule. A 
king holds a rod or scepter in his 
hand while on the throne, indicating 
his right and ability to rule. A rod 
of iron would denote a rule that is 
firm and enduring. A potter's vessel 
is fragile and would shatter into many 

",pieces if struck. The ease and cer
tainty with which a man would break 
this vessel into many pieces is used 
to compare God's success In demolish-
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iog the heathen in their wicked at
tempts at overthrowing the divine 
authority. 

Verse 10. This is an admonition to 
the rulers of the worJd to give atten· 
tion to the predietion about to be 
made. 

Verse 11. }"ear and Irem,bling have 
practically the same meaning, which 
is to have deep reverence tor the Son 
of God. On that condition one would 
have right to rejoice In that he might 
expect the favor of the Son. 

Verse 12. Kiss the 80n means to do 
homage to him. The writer is pro
phesying that kings and other rulers 
who would not incur the anger of the 
Son. of God must do him homage. If 
they will do so and put their trust in 
him they will be happy. 

PSALMS 3 
Verse 1. Many of the Psalm ot 

David were prompted by his experi
ences. The present one was suggested 
by his diffteulties with Absalom. The 
increase of the enemies is recorded 
in 2 Sam. 15: 12. 

Verse 2. This verse is verified in 2 
Sam. 16: 8. Selah. This word occurs 
70 times in the Psalms and 3 times in 
Habakkuk. I shall give the definition 
of it here and the reader is requested 
to make note of it tor reference to 
save space in commenting on it at 
the various places. "A pause or 
musical note."-Young. "Suspension 
(of music), i.e. pause."-Strong. It 
has the same force in musical com
pOSitions as our "hold" or "bird's-eye," 
and the punctuation marks in lan
guage compositions. We do not pro
nounce the "hold" when singing nor 
the period and other marks when 
reading. They are observed but not 
pronounced, and that should be done 
when reading the Psalms. Just ob
serve the significance of the term but 
do not pronounce it. Morrall's trans
lation does not even contain the term 
In the text. 

Verse 3. David was always a firm 
believer in GOd. His example should 
be an encouragemen t for us. 

Verse 4. Holy Mll 15 a figurative ref
erence to the throne of GOd. 

Verse 5. This verse is a brief but 
beautiful statement concerning the 
watchful care that God had over 
David. In his waking or slumbering 
hours the vigilance of the Lord sus
tained him. 

Verse 6. Numbers do not count when 
arrayed against the true man of God. 
Paul expressed the same thonght in 
Rom. 8: 31. 

Verse 7. David was thInking of God's 
past victories over the enemy. In view 
of that record he calJed upon Him to 
come to his rescue now. Cheek bone 
or jaw is a vital part of the human 
body, and to be able to attack one at 
that place would indicate having the 
mastery. 

Verse 8. All salvation must come 
from the Lord. It Is true that such a 
blessing will be on his pec>ple only, 
but it is true also that all men have 
the opportunity of becoming a part of 
the people of the Lord. 

PSALMS 4 
Verse 1. G<ld. 0/ 1ny righteousness. 

David meant that bis life ot righteous
ness was according to the will of God. 
No man's life can truly be said to be 
righteous unless It is approved ot 
God. Enlarged me means that God 
helped him out ot dJstress. 

Verse 2. David wrote as it God spoke 
to the sons of men. He rebuked them 
for their shameful attitude toward 
the Lord's glory. They were charged 
with seking after leasi ng which means 
falsehood. 

Verse 3. Set apart Js a definition of 
"sanctified." No arbitrary miracle ever 
was or ever will be done by the Lord 
to sanctify a person, but when one 
tUrns from his sins and accepts God's 
terms of pardon he is then in a sancti
fied state. Such an indIvidual will be 
assured of having his prayers beard 
according to the will ot God. 

Verse 4. Awe means such respect 
for God that a man tears to do wrong. 
Instead of plotting to sin, he will 
meditate on the goodness of God and 
will be still Or calm 10 the conscious
ness of tile peace that comes from 
serving God. 

Verse 5. Animal sacrifices were 
rigbt under the law when properly 
offered. However. the most acceptable 
sacrifice one can make Is a Ute that 
is generally righteous. Such a life 
entitles one to lean with trust or faith 
on the Lord. 

Verse 6. The desire to find something 
really good is a righteous one. In be
half of such inquirers David asked 
the Lord to show the light of his 
countenance. A similar thought is to 
be gathered from Matt. 6: 6. 
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Verse 7. This means that David's 
gladness because of the Lord 's coun
tenance was great. It exceeded that of 
people who bad been blessed with tem
pora l prosperi ty. 

Verse 8. This verse is the same in 
thought as Ch. 3: 5. 

PSALMS 5 
Verses 1, 2. David was a praying 

man and many of his prayers were 
very earnes t and in the form of sup
plications. In this prayer he recog
nized God as his King also. That was 
significant, for t here are men who 
would profess La lea n upon God for 
purposes of divine a id, but look to 
some man for gu idance In their man
ner of life. 

Verse 3. This shows a devoted life, 
for David began the day 's activities 
with prayer to God. 

Verse 4. David ascribed the purest of 
principles to tbe Lord. He not only 
takes no pleasure in wickedness but 
will not permit ev ildoers to dwell with 
him. 

Verse 5. Stand. Is from a word that 
has " witbstand" as one definition. It 
means the foolish shall not withstand 
the searchlight of God's eyes. Workers 
1)/ inirluity must be considered as a 
whole to understand what God hates. 
He loved the world to the extent that 
he gave his only begotten Son as a 
sacrifice to save sinners. But it is the 
works of iniquity that he hates. He 
hates sin but loves the sinner. 

Verse 6. L easing Is falsehood and all 
liars shall be cast into the lake of 
fire. (Rev. 21: 8.) God abhors the 
bloody man in the same sense he hates 
~he workers Of iniqu.i ty in the preced· 
Illg verse. 

Verse 7. The mercy of God only 
would admit an erring mortal to 
come into the house of the Lord. In 
thy fear means in reverence for God 
only would Dav id presume to offer 
worship toward the hol y temple. 

Verse 8. It would not be so difficult 
to live r ighteously were it not for the 
oPI)QsiUon of enem ies; for tha t rea· 
son David prayed far divine guidance. 
He also longed for a pathway that was 
correct. This is a parallel in thought 
with Matt. 6: 13. 

Verse 9. In this verse David de
~cribed. his enemies. No faithfulness 
tn thetr mo·uth means they were in· 
consistent in thei r speeches. Inward 
part r efers to their thoughts about 
David. Open se1JUlchr e would be one 

in to which a man might fall alive 
and be swallowed. It was not con· 
s idered a literal death . The open 
sepulcbre (mouth) wouid expose tbe 
unsuspecting pe rson to the tongue 
whicb would kt11 the victim WiUl its 
poisonous flattery. 

Verse 10. David li ved in a dlspen· 
sH.tion where force was lawful in de· 
fense of l'ellg lon. He therefOre prayed 
for the destruction of his enemies. 
This prayer was explained by the last 
clause of the verse. Those who op
posed David had rebelled against God. 
David was an official person under 
God, and enmIty against him was 
enmity against GOd. That principle 
has always been true regarding God's 
lega l r epresentatives. (1 Sam. 8: 7; 
Luke 10 : 16; Rom. 13: 4.) 

Verse 11. This is u. fine thought and 
characteristic of DaVid. He would 
have people rejoice. not merely be· 
cause they were victorious over their 
enemies. but because the v lctor y came 
through trusti ng in GOd. 

Verse 12. This verse Is much like 
the one preceding with r egard to its 
thought. It promises the blessin g- of 
God upon the r ighteous. 

PSAUIS 6 
Verses 1. 2. In the preceding Psalm 

David prayed for divine help through 
the day. In thIs one he prayed for the 
help of God as he approached the 
night. He was weary with the cares 
and vexations of the day and felt the 
need of support for his body. 

Verse 3. Not only did his body feel 
the strain of the ordeal, but his inner 
being was vexed. He longingly asked 
how long he would be compelled to 
suffer thus. 

Verse 4. Retunl. did not mean that 
the Lord had forsaken David. He 
meant to pray for Q. return or repeti· 
tion of the blessings of God. 

Verse 5. In dea.th .. . in the grave. 
These phrases must be considered to· 
gethe r to get tbe thought In tended by 
the writer. It is t rue that the body 
knows nothing whlie In the grave, 
for it is the part or man that d ies and 
decays. 

Verse 6. David was dreading the 
night that was upon him; the nights 
were often s leepless and passed in 
tears. 

Verse 7. David's weeping over the 
insults of bis enemi es caused his eyes 
t.o bpcome sOl'e. 
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Verse 8. Later, God answered the 
prayer of David and gave him courage 
to oppose his enemies, bIdding them 
to depart from him. 

Verse 9. Many terms of r espect tOl' 
God are repeated in the Psalms. It 
indicates the fervent devotion David 
maintained toward God. Supplicat ion 
and prayer are mentioned in the same 
"erse. There is not much difference, 
but the former is more urgent than 
the latter. 

Verse 10. This verse was encouraged 
by the Lord's answering of David's 
prayer. Det them return means for 
them to turn back to their own proper 
place and be ashamed for having per
secuted David. 

PSALMS 7 
Verse 1. The Psalms of David were 

composed on various occasions and 
there mIght sometimes have been 
much time between them. If t11e 
reader will keep this In mind the 
seeming frequency of the repetitions 
wtll not appear so strange. Here we 
read again of David's plea for God 
to deliver him from the hand of his 
enemies. 

Verse 2. None to d.cli.vcr would be 
the case did the Lorrt not save him. 
7'ear my soul. One definition or the 
last word is "vitality," and refe rs to 
the man as a Whole. The thought ot 
David was that his enemies would 
wish to Injure him completely. 

Verses 3, 4. If was used in these 
verses with the sense of a denial, or 
as a condition on which David would 
agree to submit to the following ex
periences. 

Verse 5. The soul that David meant 
was his lire. If h e had been guilty of 
the wrongs named in the preceding 
verses, then he admitted he should be 
tormented. 

Verse 6. But David did not admit 
being gullty, therefore he called UllOn 
the Lord to pour out his nnger on 
the enemies. 

Verse 7. The righteous judgment of 
God would cause the l)eople to as
semble before him. For that reason 
DavId prayed the Lord to return or 
renew his favors to them. 

Verse 8. A righteous man will not 
object to the judgment of God. David 
called Upon the Lord to judge him ac
cording to the merits of his works. 

Verse 9. Wickedness Of the wiCked 
was what David prayed to be ended_ 

That agree~ with the comments made 
at ch. 5: 5. 

Verse 10. GOd will save only the up
right. David's righteousness was the 
basis tal' Ills expecting the defense 
from God. 

Verse 11. Wit h the wicked Is not in 
the original. The statement is simply 
that God Is angry every day. The 
thoughts in the text and the com
ments at cll. 5: 5 will indicate wbat it 
is at which God is angry. The inten
sity of the Lord's anger is clear tram 
the definition of the word in Strong's 
lexicon thus: "a primitive root; prop
erly, to foam at the mouth, i.e. to be 
enraged." 

Verse 12. There are pronouns for 
both God and the wicked. It the wicked 
man does not turn from his wicked
ness, God will whet his sword or judg
ment and use it. 

Verse 13. If the enemies continue to 
persecute the righteous, God will Use 
his instruments of death on them. 

Verse 14. He is the wicked man who 
takes deli ght in persecuting the right
eous. 7.'ra vatteth with iniquity means 
he is in pain with desire to commit 
iniquity. 

Verse 15. 16. A wicked man may 
become the victim of his own device. 
See the case of Haman in Esther 5: 
14; 7: 10. 

Verse 17. According to Ms right
eousness means because of his right
eousness. David was a very ill usical 
man and used that form of praise 
often. 

PSALMS 8 
Verse 1. Lord occurs twice and is 

from different originals. The first is 
from YEHOV AH and Strong deOnes it. 
" ( the) self-Existent or Eternal; Jeho
vah, J eWish national name of Gad." 
The second 1s from ADO'VN and defined, 
"sovereign, i.e. controller (human or 
divine:' The phrase means that the 
Being who always existed was ac
knowledged as the one to rule over 
David and his brethren. No wonder, 
then. that His name was praised above 
everything else in the universe. 

Verse 2. This verse states a general 
fact, but was especially meant as a 
prediction that was fulfilled in Matt. 
21: 16. Babes and sucklings was used 
figUratively. meaning that praise would 
come from those who were least ex
pected to be able or inclined to do so. 
To still means to overcome another. By 
bringing praises from such h um ble 
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sOurces, the enemy would be put to 
shame. 

Verse 3. David was here meditating 
on the same subject he wrote about 
in the noted 19th Psalm. He was filled 
witb admiration at the greatness of 
a Creator who could make such won· 
dertul things by the power of his 
hand. 

Verse 4. David was overwhelmed at 
the thought that human beings like 
him would be given such great atten
tion trom the Lord of all creation. 

Verse 5. Little lower than the 
angels reterred to man's nature being 
subject to death whUe the angels could 
not die. Notwithstanding his mortal 
body, man had been given glory and 
honolT' above that of the angels. It 
will be described in the following para
graph. 

Verses 6-8. This r efers to the time 
when God placed mankind over the 
works of creation. Please read Genesis 
1: 26·28. 

Verse 9. This Is Identically like the 
first verse ot the chapter. For that 
reason DI'. Marion Hull calls this an 
envelope psalm. That means the verses 
between the first and last ones de
scribe the truth expressed by the first 
and last ones. 

PSALMS 9 
Verse 1. David would be expected to 

praise the Lord. Tbe special thought 
is that bis praise was with his whole 
heart. That degree of devotion was 
always required by the Lord. (Deut. 
6: 5; Matt. 22: 87.) David had a prac
tical reason for praising GOO, which 
was the marvelous works ot his crea
tion. 

Verse 2. Glad. ana rejoice. The first 
word describes the state of mind. and 
the last one indicates that Borne out
ward expression was to be made of 
it. That expression took the form of 
singing and s uggests the s tatement in 
James 5: 13. 

Verse 3. David had many enemies 
and spoke of them frequently. Tu.rned. 
back means they were repulsed by 
the presence of' God, 

Verse 4. Right _ . . cause. lIad 
David's cause Dot been right the Lord 
would not have main tained it tor him 
against his enemies. 

Verse 5. The heathen were the peo
ple outside the congregation of Israel 
who were Idolaters. God rebuked 
them by destroying their idols. This 

was already true historically to some 
extent. But it was also a prophecy of 
the complete overthrow of idolatry 
among the Jews atter the captivity. 

Verse 6. The thought in this verse 
is much like that of the preceding one. 
H is largely propbetic, looking to the 
complete overthrow of the enemies of 
God's people. 

Verse 7. The Lord as an independent 
being will endure forever. He also 
will continue to withstand his foes 
tor the eternal throne bas been made 
ready for judgment. 

Verse 8. The jUdgments at God are 
always right. This is true whether 
we are considering his edicts of pun~ 
ishment for the wicked, or the favor
able ruling for the righteous wbo have 
been done injustice at the hands ot 
the wicked. 

Verse 9. The assistance the Lord 
renders to the oppressed may be said 
to be negative and positive. The nega· 
tive consists in overthrowing the op
pressor, and the pos itive consists in 
offering a haven to the unfortunate 
victims. 

Verse 10. To know his name as 
David was considering it meant to 
realize the power of that name over 
the workers of InIquity. However, to 
get the benefit of the holy name it is 
necessary that they have sought after 
the Lord; this idea Is taught in the 
New Testament. (Matt. 7: 7.) 

Verse 11. God as a spirit is every
where. There was a special sense in 
which he dwelt in Zion or Jerusalem. 
That was the location of the temple 
and the ark at which the national 
religious exercises were done. 

Verse 12. Inquisition means inquiry. 
When blood has been shed unlawfully, 
God will look Into the matter and will 
punish· the guilty, 

Verse 13, David had been threatened 
with death more than once. God had 
saved him from it and so had lifted 
him up jrcnn the gates 01 aeat}". But 
he still felt the need of the mercy of 
the Lord to help him In his many 
trials. 

Verse 14. Dau.ghter 01 Zion was a 
figurative name for J erusalem. David 
wished to express his praise at God 
in the gates ot his capital city. 

Verse 15. The heathen were the na
tions foreign to the people of Israel. 
They had devised plots against God's 
people but had perished in their in
Iquity. 
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Verse 16. God was kno'wn or recog
nized by the righteousness ot his judg
ments. They were different tram the 
popular ones of the world. By the 
divine operations the wicked were 
trapped in their own schemes. Hag
gion Is defined by Strong as "a mu
sical notation." It is therefore a term 
to be observed but not pronounced. 
Belah Js explained by my comments 
at ch. 3: 2. 

Verse 17. The word hell in the Old 
Testament is always from SHEOL and 
that word is also translated by grave 
and pit. Its figurative meaning is 
"oblivion" or "forgetfulness." It is 
true that the wicked will finally be 
cast into the lake at fire otherwise 
termed "hell" in the New Testament. 
David was making a more general use 
of the word and coupling it with the 
idea at the nations that forget God. 
The persons who forget God will them
selves be forgotten by Him. 

Verse 18. God will forget the wicked 
people and thus consign them to the 
figurative pit of forgetfulness. But 
the needy will not be forgot ten. which 
is a statement made in contrast with 
what will happen to the wicked in v. 
17. Not peris/i. forever Is significant. 
The poor may have to suffer for a 
time, but they will finally be remem· 
bered and cared for by the Lord. 

Verse 19. David was still concerned 
about the success of unworthy men. 
He prayed for them to be judged in 
the presence of the Lord. 

Verse 20. Many heathen rulers acted 
as it they were superior and in no 
danger of defeat. David would have 
God bring them to realize their own 
llttleness. 

PSALMS 10 
Verse 1. David was an inspired man 

when he wrote his portions of the Bi
ble. Whenever he reported the occur
rences of his day he told the truth. 
And, like Job, he had many personal 
tribulations from his enemies and was 
authorized by the Lord to write about 
them for the information at the 
reader. In keeping with this idea he 
made frequent complaints at his ex
periences. In some ot them It might 
seem that he was dissatisfied with the 
care he received from God. We should 
observe that he was orten giving a 
descr1ption of those circumstances as 
they appeared to him "as a man" (see 
Job 88: 3 with my comments). But 
in giving a "write-up" of h1s feelings 
and experiences he was an inspired 
scribe. Let the reader constantly keev 

these thougbts in mind studying this 
book and he will be saved much con
fusion. So here we have an example 
of the cond1t1ons just described. David 
felt that God was too far from him 
for his comfort while his enemies 
were so near. 

Verse 2. David's fine character was 
often manifested by bis cons ideration 
[or others. In this verse he was wor
ried beca use at the troubles of the 
poor, and prayed that the persecutors 
might be traDped in their own wicked 
devices. 

Verse 3. The desires of a wicked 
man would logically be favored by 
riches tr improperly used. For that 
reason such a man would be triendly 
with an enterprise of covetousness. 
even though such would be abhorred 
by the Lord. 

Verse 4. Countenance means the face 
in general, because that is the part of 
a man's body where his thoughts are 
usual1y indicated. One of the most 
active emotions is pride and tn order 
for a proud man to "save his tace" in 
his wickedness, he will shun the pres
ence of God. 

Verse 5. David was describing a 
mao who combined pride with other 
forms ot wickedness in his lite. Tbe 
ways or conduct of such a man would 
always be grievous to the Lord. One 
reason such a person ' ignores the 
righteous judgments of God is his de
termination to persecute those whom 
he regards as his enemies. PU/Jeth 
means to scoff which is a coward's 
method for opposing that which he 
cannot meet otherwise. 

Verse 6. Wealth and other worldly 
advantages have the effect ot making 
wicked men vain. They form conclu
sions of their own importance that 
make them feel secure. 

Verse 7. Cursing means a wishing 
for some evil thing to come upon ao
other. The one doing the cursing wUl 
even try to carry out his evil wishes 
by using deceitful dealings. Under his 
tongue means that his language Is 
prompted by vain motives. 

Verses 8, 9. Almost this entire psa1m 
is a description of a wicked man, and 
the detaOs of his wickedness are 
many. In tbis paragraph he is de
scribed as a coward who will not meet 
his victim face to face, but crouches 
in hiding places and waits for the op
portune time to strike. This wicked 
man seems to have special designs 
against the poor and that was the 
chief reason why David abhorred him. 
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Verse 10. HUnI,blcth himself does 
not refer to his state of mind, for such 
an evil person would not have tbat 
sentiment. It refers to the posture ot 
his body in crouching down like a 
hUGe cat. waiting to spring at his un· 
suspecting prey. 

Verse 11. The temporary success of 
an unrighteous man sometimes leads 
him to conclude that God had not ob
served his actions: that he had for· 
gotten to notice what had been going 
on in the conduct of the evU char
acter. 

Verse 12. David would have the 
Lord bring the wicked man to his 
senses. Hu:mbre is from a word that 
also means to be afflicted, God was 
asked to reli eve a ll such. 

Verse 13. Contem'fl. means to treat 
with disrespect. David asked why the 
wicked man was sulIel'ed to treat God 
in that manner. By his apparent 
success he was prompted to conclude 
that he was in no danger or punish
ment from God. Thou wilt require it 
means the unrighteous man did not 
expect to be r equired to answer to 
God tor his sins. 

Verse 14. David acknowledged that 
God had seeD tbe things or which he 
was complaining. He also cited the 
good example ot the poor who put 
their trust in God. 

Verse 15. Break thou the arm was 
figurat! ve and meant for God to crush 
the devices of the Wicked. Till thou 
find none means till there was no 
more wickedness left after God had 
searched it out and had overthrown 
the evildoers. 

Verse 16. Lord means one who rules 
or controls. David ascribed the author
ity or a king to the Lord of Heaven, 
and declared that he should so rule 
forever. He predicted the final over
throw ot the heathen or foreign na
tion.s 

Verses 17, 18. David's confidence in 
the goodness at God to the poor was 
indicated by hls positive declaration 
that he would do 80, We should 
therefore not r egard this paragraph 
in the light at a dictation, 

PSALMS II 
Verse 1. DavId was having many 

troubles: tn spite at them, however, he 
had full conftdance in the Lord. With 
such a trust to cheer him he rejected 
the suggestion to flee as a bird would 
to the mountaIn far refuge, 

Verse 2. That was not because he did 
not realize the seriousness of his dif
ficulties. He thought of his enemies as 
those who were poised with their 
weapons In position tor di scharge. He 
knew that he would not escape if 
the enemy bad his way. 

Verse 3. Foundations is from SIlA
'fIHH and defined thus: "a basis, i.e, 
(figuratively) political or moral sup
port."- Strong, In this verse David 
was giving a picture of the utter help
lessness of the righteous were it not 
for some lo'u.ndation Or basis ot sup· 
port on whlch to rest. 

Verse 4. In reference to the thought 
expressed in the preceding verse, 
DavId announced the existence of a 
sure foundation. It consisted in the 
fact that the Lord has a throne in 
the heavens and that he is occupying 
it. That would constitute the surest 
of all bases for support. From that 
high abode the cause ot everyone will 
get a jus t bearing and the wrongs of 
aU evil men will be punisbed. Eyc 
and eyelids are used in the same sense. 
The meaning Is tha t God sees all that 
men do and will give them the deserts 
of their deeds whether good or bad. 

Verse 5. TrieU!. means to put to the 
test. This is done to the righteous in 
order to verity the good esteem al· 
ready had of them. But a violently 
wicked man is so ev idently wrong that 
God docs not conSider it necessary to 
make a test at him. 

Verse 6, The wicked will actually 
suffer the penalty of eternal fire after 
the final judgment. The terms of this 
verse, however, are used figuratively, 
referring to the utter defeat at all 
those who oppose the works of God. 

Verse 7. The ftrst clause of this 
verse is more tban a mere repetition 
of words. There is a logical connec
tion between the words. The reason 
the Lord loves righteousness is the 
fact that he is righteous himself, By 
that same token, If a person does not 
love righteousness it ls because he is 
not righteous himself. CountenanCe 
means the tace as a whole, and rep
resents the mental expression of the 
person. Behold means to look at wlth 
interested pleasure. The Lord will 
take such a look at an upright man. 
See this same thought expressed at 
Isn. 66: 2. 

PSALMS 12 
Verse 1. 'Ve must take this verse in 

a comparative sense, for we know 
that there have always been some 
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godly and faithful men. But the per
cent of them is and was so small that 
David feU the need of divine help. 

Verse 2. Speak vanity means to say 
things that nre empty and without 
sound thought. Do'uble heart is a 
figure meaning a heart that is not 
sincere ; one that will cause its owner 
to sny one thing today and another 
tomorrow. 

Verse 3. Flattery Is a form of false
hood in tha t is seeks to make an im
preSSion that is not out of sincerity. 
The Lord wiII cut oft' all such speak
ing in the end. Spcaketh proud things 
denotes a boasting of accomplishment 
beyond the facts. 

Verse 4. These boastfu l persons re
lied on the power of their speech to 
accomplish their purposes. They boast
ruHy claimed full control of their llps 
and said that no one could be lord over 
them. 

Verse 5. God is always considerate 
of those who are oppressed. That is 
especially true if the oppression comes 
from the proud a nd double-tongued. 
PujJeth at hi'l1t refe rs to the man who 
would attack the pOor for t he purpose 
of ensnaring them. God will protect 
the one who Is being thus attacked by 
placing him in a safe pOSition. 

Verse 6. Pure means unmixed, and 
the words of the Lord have that 
quali ty. Nothing can literally be pu
rified more than once. Pltrijicd .~even 
times is a figurative term used for 
emphasis on the quality of the words 
of the Lord. 

Verse 7. God will see that his words 
are preserved indefinitely, tram that 
day Or generation to the end. J pSUfi 

said about the same thing in Mark 13: 
3l. 

Verse 8. 'Vhen vile men are suffered 
to be in the asccndency the wicked 
ones will stru t a bout all over the 
place. Their presence will be enco ur
aged by the suppor t of the vile rulers, 
which proves the objectionable charac· 
tel' of such overseers. T he opposite 
will be the case if righteous men are 
placed in authority. 

PSALMS 13 
Verse 1. Again we should remember 

that David was writing at his experi
ences in trials "as a man." See my 
comments at eh. 10 : 1. It seemed at 
times that tbe LOrd had forgotten 
him ; tha t was because one's suffer ing 
makes the time seem long. 

Verse 2. Counse l in 1ny soul refers 
to his meditatlons over his sorrows. 
He feels as if his enemies had the ad· 
vantage over h im. 

Verse 3. This Is a fervent prayer for 
help from God. David's eyes had be
come heavy from sorrow and fe lt the 
dreariness that comes from much 
weeping. His condition was so grie
vous that gloom was overshadowing 
him like the shades near the rIver ot 
death. That is why he prayed for 
light to brighten his eyes. 

Verse 4. David's chief concern was 
the thought of being overcome by his 
enemies. He could have endured any 
amount ot discomfort that would come 
in the natural course of events. The 
thing that he prayed to avoid was the 
triumph of his enemies over him. 

Verse 5. David was not in utte r de· 
spair. At times he would seem to give 
way to his grief, then suddenly h e 
would r ecall his faith in God's mercy. 
' Vhen he did that, he again r ejoiced 
because he expected salvation from 
the Lord. 

Verse 6. Having considered anew 
the baunUtul assistance r eceived from 
Gad he was influenced to praise him. 
And he used the fo rm of expression so 
us ual with him, that of singing the 
pra.ises. 

PSALMS 14 
Verse 1. Fool is from NAnA J. and 

Strong defines it, "stullid; Wicked 
(especially impious}." No God, is the 
doctr ine of an athe ist. No one but a 
stupid person would make such a 
sta tement. It is not mere ly saying he 
does not believe there is a God; that 
would be bad enough. But the a theist 
affirms a negative. To declare that 
there is no God is the same as sta ting 
that the speaker has seen every nook 
and cranny of the universe and tound 
tilat the re is no God. Otherwise. if 
there was a single bit of space that he 
had not seen, there might be a God 
there. But since it is impossible fo r 
any man to have seen every inch of 
space in the uni verse, the affirmation 
of the atheist is ridiculous; therefore 
the term fool is a proper one for such 
a character. The las t part of the verse 
is an additional comment of David on 
the kin d of men who would assume 
the pos ition of an atheist. There is 
absolutely no goad in such persons. 

Verse 2. Much of the language in 
the Bible coming directl y from God 
and about hJm, sounds as if he were 
a man. The statement of Paul in Rom. 
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6: 19 should be a famiHar one to all 
Bible students. It will serve as a key 
to many otherwise difflcult passages. 
God is 1nfinite alld is capable of 
using language as high as his thoughts 
(lSR. 55: 8. 9), but man could not 
understand it. Therefore the lan
guage of Heaven is made to conform 
to the habits and mental capacity of 
man. This verse speaks of God as 
making the same investigation as a 
man would make under the circum
stances. When even one human being 
appeared so corrupt that he would 
deny the e.,,<istence of God, perhaps it 
would be well to take a look at the 
race in general. 

Verse 3. When the Lord made the 
investigation he found that the race 
as a whole had become corrupt. All 
rules have exceptions and we know 
this one had, for the Bible itseIe re
cords the names of some good men. 
We think of Abel. Noah, Abraham. 
Jacob, Joseph, Job and many others. 
When these are considered as they 
are scattered out over the centuries 
they look like a small minority, But 
that very fact gIves emphasis to the 
statement of the verse as to rules and 
e}:eeptioDs. 

Verse 4. The distinction between the 
workers 01 iniquity and my peOPle 
agrees with the remarks concerning 
a rule and its exceptions in the pre· 
ceding verse. The question about the 
lack of knowledge is really a charge 
that the knowledge is lacking. That 
lack of knowledge, however, was with· 
out excuse, The 19th psalm, also the 
statement of Paul in Rom. 1: 20, 21, 
indicates there were many evidences 
of the existence of God. Theil' igno
rance was wilful, then, and due to 
their failure to consider the evidences 
as was charged later against the 
Israelites in Isa. 1: 3. 

Verse 5. 'When God saw his right
eous people in trouble at the bands of 
these unbelievers he defended them 
against their oppressors. That caused 
the wicked ones to be afraid of the 
Lord's judgments; or it put them in. 
great fear. 

Verse 6. These unbelievers could 
not defeat the Lol'd who is the r efuge 
of the poor and oppressed. They there
fore made their attack dil'~ctly against 
the people. 

Verse 7. Captivity is from SHEI.HYTH 

and Strong defines it, '''exile; con
cretely, prisoners; figuratively, a for
mer state of prosperity." The word 
actually reters to a condition that 

existed previously. and bringing back 
the captivity means to bring the peo
ple back to the state of good fortune 
that was enjoyed before the captivity. 
That good fortune could have consisted 
in either temporal or spiritual bles
sings. Many prophecies In the . Bible 
bave a twofold application. The one 
in this verse has first a reference to 
the r eturn of the Jews from Baby· 
Ionian captivity. Its second application 
is to the Jewish nation in the return 
from disbelief in Christ to a state or 
belief in him (Rom. 11: 26). 

PSALMS 15 
Verse 1. The tabernacle and holy 

hill of the Lord are the same and re
fers to the house of God. For the 
present purpose it is likened to the 
home of a citizen. David introduces 
his descr iption of an acceptable guest 
by asldng a douhle question. Abide is 
from Guwn and Strong defines It, "a 
primitive root; properly to turn aside 
from the road (for a lodging or any 
other purpose), i.e. sojourn (as a 
guest)." Dwell is from SHAKAK and 
defined, .. a primitive root fapparently 
akin (by transmutation) to shakab 
through the idea of lodging]; to re
side or permanently stay (literally or 
figUratively) ."-Strong. Ape l' son 
might be regarded good enough to 
admit as a temporary guest who would 
not be good enough as a permanent 
occupant. But according to David a 
man would not be worthy of even 
temporary lodging unless he came 
up to the qualifications described in 
the following verses. 

Verse 2. A man does not Hteral1y 
speak with his heart, but he should 
sveak from his heart. If he cherishes 
the truth in his heart his outward con· 
duct will likely be righteous. This was 
taught by Jesus in Matt. 15: 19. 

Verse 3. Backbiteth means to slander 
one at his back. Taketh up a reProach 
means to act as a repeater or a re
proach. It is as bad to repeat a slander 
as it Is to start one. The civil law of 
the land will punish a man who helps 
to circulate a reproach as well as the 
OTIe who starts it. It is about the 
same in prinlcple as to receive stolen 
goods because it makes such a man a 
party to the offense. 

Verse 4. Contemn means to regard 
with dis respect. A vile person is one 
who is filthy either morally or physi · 
cally. All such should be held beneath 
the notice of the man who is good 
enough to enter the house of God. 
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David puts the 't'ile person in contrast 
with one who !ears the Lord. That is 
an important thought and shows that 
a man who has respect for God will 
not be vile in his life. Sweareth ... 
chan(Jeth not. This means that after 
a man has made a promise to do a 
certain thing, he will make his word 
good even though he learns that he 
will be the loser in the transaction. 

Verse 5. Usury in the Old Testament 
is from three different Hebrew words 
that have practically the same mean
ing. 1 shall quote the one definition 
from Strong that represents the word 
in its various passages: "Interest on a 
debt." Common usage In our day 
makes it mean excessive interest, but 
it had no such qualification in the 
law or Moses. It Is true that some 
passages refer to usury as an oppres
sion on the poor, but it was the fact 
that a ny usury or interest was charged 
at all tbat constituted the oppress ion. 
Of course we should understand the 
law to apply to the taking of interest 
from their brethren. They were per
mitted to exact usury from strangers, 
for they were not under any obIlga
tions of special compassion toward the 
foreigners. One qualification a man 
must have to admit him as a gues t 
was that he did not charge usury on 
his money. Another was that he would 
never be bribed into opposing an in
nocent · man. This would especially 
apply In a case where he was acting 
as a judge between others. David 
closed this psalm with about the same 
thought he expressed at its beginning. 
Never be moved means he will never 
fall. 

PSALMS 16 
Verses I, 2. David makes another 

prayer for divine preservation. Good
ness extendeth not to th ee. The second 
word Is not in the original. The clause 
means that David's life or goodness 
was of no personal benefit to God. He 
will soon tell us who were to be bene
fitted by him if he lived a righteous 
life. Notwithstanding, because or his 
example lived for the ecouragement 
of others, he claimed assistance trom 
God. 

Verse 3. This verse tells tor whose 
benefi t David maintained Ills good 
life ; it was the excellent saints of 
the Lord. 

Verse 4. ]n this verse David brings 
up the subject of false gods. He pre
dicts many sorrows tor those who war
fihip such gods. The latter part at the 

verse disclaims any fellowship with 
the above· mentioned characters. 

Verse 5. Portion is from a word 
that has the sense of allotment or 
ration. The richest ration anyone 
could have would be the Lord, and 
David claimed to have received it. 
No heir could complain at the manner 
in which an inheritance was settled 
if he received such a liberal portion 
as that. 

Verse 6. Lines has the same Coree 
as portion in the preceding verse. It 
is defined In Strong's lexicon thus: 
"a rope (as twisted), especially a 
measuring line; by implication a dis
trict or inheritance (as measured)." 
Sometimes when an inheritance of 
land is being divided one hetr may 
think the line Is not drawn in the 
proper place; that he is being deprived 
of some of the good land. David used 
the circumstance as an illustration 
and said he was satisfied with the 
places allotted to him. That was be
cause the "boundary line" had been 
drawn tn such a place that his portion 
included the Lord, the richest spot in 
the universe. 

Verse 7. David blessea or praised 
the Lord for his helpful counselor 
instruction. Reins refers to the mind 
and David meant he could meditate 
profitably in lhe night hours On the 
counsel the Lord had given btm in 
the day. This Is the idea expressed in 
ch. 1: 2 and my comments thereon. 

Verses 8-10. I am grouping these 
verses in one paragraph because they 
compose one of the most important 
prophecies tn the whole Bible: on the 
resurrection of Christ. 'Ve know it Is 
on that subject, for Peter so applied it 
in the first discourse of the Christian 
Dispensation, recorded in Acts 2: 25-
31. The prophecy was written by 
David, but in using the 1st personal 
pronoun he was speaking for Christ, 
and we should think of him as the 
speaker while we read this interesting 
passage. FUrthermore, in thinking of 
Christ as the speaker, we should 
understand that when he uses the 2nd 
at' 3rd personal pronouns he means 
God the Father. The word hell Is 
from SREaL here and means the un
seen world or abode of the soul after 
dea th. The soul or spirit of Christ 
went tnto that place at death, and his 
body went to the grave. 

There is another application made 
of this prOPhecy in 1 Cor. 15: 4. "Ac
cording to the scriptures" had to mean 
this passage In the Psalms. for it is 



12 Psalms 16: 11-17: 14 

the very one that Peter quoted almost 
verbatim and applied i t to that sub· 
ject. It is also the only prophecy in 
the Old Testament that spoke specif· 
ically of the resurrection of Chl' jat. 
But it may be asked how the "third 
day" idea got Into the passage. It is 
in the statement that the flesh ot 
Christ was not to r emain in the grave 
long enough to begin to decay, Ac
cord ing to J ohn 11: 39 a body will 
slart decaying 10 4 days. Three days, 
then, would be as long as a body 
could remain dead and nol see cor
TU1!tian. And so this noted prophecy, 
written hundreds of years before it 
was fulfilled. gives us another proD!' 
that the Bible was not written by 
uninspired men. The detail that Christ 
nol onl y was to rise from the dead, 
but was t o do so after the 3rd day 
and before the 4th, forms an evidence 
that will forever baffle those who 
scoff at the Word of Gad. 

Verse 11. David now came back to 
his personal line of thought to soeak 
of his confidence in the Lord and 
what he expected to gai n by his serv
ice to Him, In the fi rst place. God 
wiJI show him the p:'oper way of life, 
and that wiU flnaJly lead him U'l to 
the divine presence. In that holy place 
there is fulness of ,fay. It will be at 
the right hand of J ehovah where the 
pleasures will continue forever. 

PSALMS 17 
Verse 1. Fe'i.gnert lip s means lips 

that m erely pretend to honor God by 
praying to him. David was always 
sincere and never tried to keep any
thing back, even when h e was guilty 
of a grent wrong. (2 Sam. 12: 13.) 

Verse 2. Sentence means judgment 
and equal means that which is just. 
The verse indicates that David was 
relying on the Judgment ot God; that 
it would be just. 

Verse 3. Shalt find nothing was 
David 's way of inviting the test of 
the Lord. He believed he would be 
found acceptable in God's s ight were 
he put to the test. 

Verse 4. David had escaped the de
struction h is e nemies had plotted 
against him. That was done by follo,...-~ 
ing the tQOrcL Of thy lips, or by heed
ing the counselor GOd. 

Verse 5. David prayed to be kept 
in the paths of God in order that he 
might not stumble. This same thought 
is expressed in Psalms 37: 23 and 
119: 133. 

Verse 6. David a lways b ad raith in 
God and believed it would avail him 
much to pray toward the divine 
throne. He made anothe r approach, 
therefore. and asked to he heard. 

Verse 7, A person's ri ght hand 
would not be more able , physically, 
than his left in accomplishing a pur
pose .. It is referred to figuratively, 
meanIng the righteous power and 
method of the indivIdual. 

Verse 8. This verse is a ll figurative, 
apPle meaning something that is very 
near of kin. It God would so regard 
David, h e would certa inly keep him 
from the harm intended by his 
enemies. 

Verse 9. Dea(Uy enemies were those 
who would destroy David had they the 
opportunity. He prayed tor God to 
keep him from the grasp of such foes. 
'fhey were round and about him con
stantly and hence the protection of 
the Lord was always needed. 

Verse 10. Fat is from CHEL EH and 
Strong defines it, "from an unused 
root meaning to be fat; fat, whether 
literal Or figurative; hence the rich
est or choice part." These enemies of 
David were rich and were allowing 
their wealth to blind them to the re
gard they should have for others. 

Verse 11. The enemies had sur
rounded David's pathway, seeking to 
interfere with his progress. Eyes bow
ing down means the enemies had their 
eyes on the lower plain of life think
ing to drag David down to it. 

Verse 12. A Han Is Hke all of the 
cat family in that he crouches in 
hidden places, waiting to spring upon 
his helpless prey. 

Verse 13. David wished his enemy 
to be di sappointed in his plans. The 
defeat was to consist in the very thing 
he bad planned against David by be
ing himself cast down. Which is thy 
sword was said in the sense ot a com
parison. If God would reverse the 
plan of the enemy by giving him the 
very thing he had Intended agains t 
David, that would be the most effec
tive sword God could use against the 
evil plot. 

Verse 14. Which are Is like the same 
words in the preceding verse and 
means "by." The thought is that 
David ,vas praying God to rescure him 
from worldly men and to do it by his 
(God's) hand. Po'rtiO'n i n this life 
means such men will find their only 
joy in this life, n one can be expected 
for the next. Jesus taught the same 
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idea in Matt. 6: 2, 5, 16. Hclly thou 
li1les t refers to the temporal pros
perity that God had provided for their 
people. 'fhey having many children to 
heJp enjoy their temporal blessings, 
that gave t he occasion to have an 
abundance so that the youngest of 
the family would find a remainder of 
the wealth left after their father was 
gone. 

Verse 15. Behold thy face in right
eQit81leS$ means David would not ex
l)ect to behold the face of God unless 
he lived a righteous life in this world. 
Such a life would finally end In death, 
but it would not be "an eternal sleep." 
He believed there would be a resur
rection at which he and all other 
righteous persons would awake in 
the likeness of the Lord. This is 
taught a lso in the New Testament. 
(1 J ohn 3: 2.) 

PSALMS 18 
Verses 1-50. I have made one para

graph of this whole chapter because 
it is practically identical ' .... Ith 2 Sam
uel 22. Detailed comments a re made 
on the chapter which is at the regular 
place in volume 2 of this commentary 
and wUl not be repealed here. The 
reason rOl- g iving the comments at the 
other place is the fact that it came in 
more direct connection with the his
tory belonging to it. I will ca ll at
tention to one special cil'cumstance in 
the dll'!erences between the two chap
ters. The statements that are placed 
as a head ing here are included in the 
text in 2 Samuel 22. When the col
lection of the Psalms of David was 
made into one book, the one he wrote 
at the time of his conflicts with Saul 
and other enemies was brought and 
included in the document. Since the 
two OCcurrences of the psulm are alike. 
the reader of the commentary would 
have no advantage offered him were 
I to r epeat the comments in this place. 
I therefore urge him to see my re
mark!! in the other place. 

PSALMS 19 
Verse 1. The original for heavens 

i s defined by strong as follows: " from 
an unused root meanin~ to be lorty; 
the sky (as a loft; the ' dual perhatJs 
alluding to t he vi sible arch in which 
the clouds move, as weU as to the 
higher ether where the celestial bodies 
r evolve." From the definition it can 
be seen that the word is a descriptive 
one and the regions to which it is 
applied are so named because they 

par take of the description. Thus the 
sky (1st heaven). the region of t he 
planets (2nd heaven). and the abode 
of God (3rd h eaven) are so named 
because they a ll are especia lly char
acterized by the leading definition of 
the word, "to be lofty," either m ater
ially 01' otherwise. With only 3 ex
cep tio ns the word "heaven" in the 
Old Testament comes from the H e
brew words SHAMAYHl or SHEM AYlM 
w hether Singular or plural. The first 
is used 393 times and the second 38 
times. Hence the context alone can 
determine whether the 1st, 2nd or 
3rd heaven Is meant in given cases. 
See Gen. 1: 20; 22: 17 and 1 K1. 8 : 30 
for instances, respectively, of these 
heavens. The connection in tbe present 
verse shows that the 1st a nd 2nd 
heavens are meant. D eclar e is from 
C,\PI-I AH. which S trong defines as fol
lows: "to score with a mark as a 
taUy or record, i.e. (by implication) 
to inscribe, and also to enumerate; 
intensively to recount. i.e. celebrate." 
The clause means that the sp lendor 
of God is inscribed or written in the 
I'egion of the planets. Finnament Is 
rrom RAQIYA and Strong defines it, "an 
expanse. i.e. t he firmam ent Or (ap
pal'cnt!y) visible arch of the sky." 
This region is a lso a part of t he 1s t 
heaven but is not iced here by itself 
because of an additional characteristic. 
that at being expansive as well as 
lofty. One meaning of 8hewet l~ Is to 
mani fest or expose. Handywork is 
from two H ebrew words that combine 
to mean " the work of God's hand." 
The clause means that the work of 
God's hand is made manifest by the 
appearances in the sky. Without doubt 
the 19th P salm 1s a citation to one of 
the strongest. most unanswerable lines 
of evidence proving the existence of 
the Supreme Being. Le t us study the 
entire chapter with profound respect. 

Verse 2. The word for da.y is so 
rendered 1167 Urnes and the definition 
in Strong's lexicon includes all the 
phases of the period; whether that 
portion from sunset to sunset, or only 
from s unri se to sunset. So the Con
nection in eacb case mus t determine 
the a pplication of the word. In this 
verse it is used in contrast with night, 
therefore it means the time between 
sunrise and sunset. That is very sig
nificant because the sun is visible In 
the day while the stars are visible in 
the night. Unto has the sense at to 
or after; day aft er day, etc., not that 
one day shows something to another. 
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The thought is that from day to day 
the declaration of God's glory is 
known by the ev idences in the hea
vens as mentioned in verse one. 

Verse 3. There is and where are not 
in the original. The verse means that 
the decla ration or the glory of God is 
made without audible speech or speci· 
fie language, III othe r words, when a 
man looks up at the sun and stars he 
should be filled with awe by the silent 
tribute to the power and wIsdom of 
the Creator. David had expressed this 
very thought in eh. 8: 3, 4. A group 
of atheists were overheard discussing 
the existence of God. A bystander
interrupted to ask: "Gent1emen, do 
you say there is no God?" Upon re
ceiving an affirmative reply he pointed 
up toward the m yriad of stars twink
ling overhead and asked: "Who made 
all ot those?" Profound silence was 
their only response. 

Verse 4. The antecedent of their is 
the declaration of evidences of 
the preceding verses. Line means the 
collection of evidences of the glory of 
God. That line or collection extends 
throughout the earth or the globe, 
and to the end of tbe wo,yld or inhab
itants ot the globe. I n them. meaning 
in the collection of the evidences, bath 
he (God) set a tabernaCle fo r the 
sun. A tabernacle is usually thought 
of as a portable structure. It does not 
necessarily mean that. and one part of 
Strong's definition Is. "dwell1ng place." 
The idea is that the sun bas a fixed 
position in the collection of the 
heavens; that agrees also with what 
men ha ve learned about astronomy. 
The sun is stationary and other bodies 
move around it. 

Verse 5. A bridegroom all prepared 
for the great event, and a man pre
pared for the test of a race are used 
to compare the dignity of the sun in 
Its powerful shinIng. 

Verse 6. This verse might seem to 
contradict the comments made at v. 4, 
but it does not. The sun itself is in a 
fixed position, but the light rays of it 
go forth from one end of heaven to 
the other. This disproves the specula
tion that there are other wor lds out
side the realm affected by the sun. 
That ts also proved by the last clause 
of the verse; that Is, nothing exists 
beyond the reach at the sun 's rays. 
The heat of the sun extends so far 
that there is notMng hid from it which 
shows that the solar system contains 
everything that belongs to the crea~ 
tion of material things. 

Verse 7. Ha.ving devoted 6 verses to 
the creation of the material world , 
David takes up the subject of God's 
\Vord in i ts various phases. Law Is a 
general reference to the rule of God 
for the conduct of man. It is perfect 
In its abili ty to conver t a soul, which 
would mean that no human law is 
needed to be added to it. TesHntonies 
has special reference to the words of 
the Lord that have been tested and 
proved to be true. They will add wis
dom to those who are simple or unin
s tructed. 

Verse 8. Statutes means the set or· 
dinances of God. They are just and 
right so that they cause the heart to 
rejoice instead of dread ing the Lord. 
Oommandment specifica1iy referS to 
personal action and gives instructions 
and warnings to the (mental) eyes. 
It is pure which means It is not mixed 
with any human weakness. 

Verse 9. F ear has two phases or 
meaning; one to dread. the other to 
respect the Lord, the latter Is its 
meaning here. It is clean in the sense 
of being tree trom elements of decay; 
that is why it endures forever. Judg~ 
'I'ltcnts refe rs to the verdicts or deci
s ions of GOd. The tuB definition ot 
this word is quoted at E x. 21: 1 in 
the first volume of the commentary. 
The decisions of the Lord are always 
according to truth and hence are al· 
together righteous. 

Verse 10. The value of spiritual 
things cannot be full y estimated by 
temporal thIngs. The best that can 
be done, therefore, Is to compare 
them with such values; things that we 
prize and enjoy. Gold was one of the 
most precious metals known in olden 
times. The first occurrence in this 
verse is from a word that is defined 
in the lexicon, "something gold
colored." In the second instance the 
word fine is not in the original as a 
separate word. Gold is from a differ· 
ent Hebrew word from the one above 
and is defined, "pure (gold); hence 
gold itself (as refined) ,"-Strong. The 
sta tement in comparison is interest
ing. David first compared the Word 
ot God to things that looked attrac· 
tive, then intensified it by naming the 
article that not only looked desira.ble 
but was of genuine worth. In other 
words. the things of God not only look 
good to the man who will give them 
his attention. but upon closer inspec
tion they will be found to be of real 
value. H oneycomb by itself is not 
sweet, hence the comparison must be 
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seen by a closer study of the words. 
The drst use of the word honey is 
from an original that means the entire 
product that we call by that name, in
cluding the comb. '1'he word honey
oomb is from two Hebrew words and 
means ex tracted honey. Of course we 
would understand that the per cent 
a t sweetness In the extracted product 
would be g.·eater than It would be in 
the whole article including the comb. 

Verse 11. The antecedent of them, 
is the Word of God with its various 
classificatlons. Warned means, ,;to en
lighten (by caution)."-Strong. To be 
warned of danger should not be the 
only purpose of the law of God and it 
is not. The next part of the verse 
states the affirmative benefits; they 
consist in great reward. 

Verse 12. This verse has reference 
to the Ufe at a human being passed 
in a world where innumerable temp
tations abound. No man tully realizes 
the multitude of weaknesses that exist 
in his fl esh; no one but the Lord 
knows. Such is the meaning of the 
question, w ho can under st and his 
errors' Recognizing thi s fact, David 
asked the Lord to cleanse him from 
the errors that he could not see but 
which can be seen by the LOI·d. Of 
course it mus t be understood tbat 
such a (avor from God wiH not be 
extended to a man unless h is life 
otherwise is in keeping with the law. 
The same teaching regarding the con
tinuous favor of the cleansing for a 
righteouB person is given in 1 John 1: 
7. 

Verse 13. PreSu.mptuDUS sins a re the 
opposite of the ones described in the 
preceding verse, Those were com· 
mitted ignorantly while these are com
mitted in the spirit of arrogance. It 
would be bad enough were a man to 
give way to that kind at sin even oc
casionally. But David was concerned 
lest such sins should get the dominion. 
which means the rule over him. If 
he were t ree from such a life he 
would then be upright. The great 
transgression. No special significance 
can be attached to the definite arti
cle. The original expression means 
anything great in the way of t rans
gression. The statement as a whole 
means that it David would be kept 
from presumptuous sins he would be 
clear ot lnuch unrighteousness. 

Verse 14. It will be noticed that 
David specified his thoughts and 
words, bu t said nothing directly about 
bis deeds. That was not an oversight, 

for the thoughts ot the heart are the 
source from which actions spring. 
Jesus taughl that in Mark 7: 20·23. It 
is also taught in Philippians 4: 8 
which the reader should see. If a 
man will h:eep his thoughts pure be 
will likely nol huve much trouble with 
his actions. 

PSALMS 20 
Verse 1. David js the author of tbjs 

l)salm but he wrote it as a song or 
prayer to be otfered by the people. 
They were to appeal to God in behalf 
of their k ing who was about to con
tact his enem ies in battle. This view 
of the situation will explain why the 
2nd or 3rd person was used, although 
David was composing the passage. 

Verse 2. The sunctu.ar-y was the holy 
place and it was in Zion, a place in 
the city ot J erusalem. God was of
ficia lly located there, wihch made it a 
source of help. 

Verse 3. David had made many 
sacrifices to God, and the people were 
to ask that the sacrifices be remem
bered. 

Verse 4. The prayer at this point 
should be considered as being condi· 
tiona l. The desi r es and advice ot the 
king should be granted as far as they 
were acceptable to the Lord . 

Verse 5. Thy su l-vat ion means the 
salvation of David their k ing in his 
struggles for success over his enemies. 
Such results would bring rejoiCing 
to the people and they would be en
eom'aged to set up banners which 
means raising the flag of triumph, 

Verse 6. AnOinted means the king 
who ha d been anointed over the peo
ple at Israel. Having given special 
instructions that David be anointed 
king over his people (1 Sam. 13: 14 ; 
16: 1. 12), he would certainly protect 
him in his struggles. 

Verse 7. Trust is not in the original 
but is justified by remember later on 
in the verse. Some is from a word 
that is defined by Strong, "these or 
those." The antecedent is the heathen 
with whom the king was about to en 
gage in bat tic. They depended for 
success on tbeir (w3r) chariots: the 
Israelites depended on the Lora Our 
God. 

Verse 8. They reters to the same 
heathen mentioned in the preceding 
verse. They were destined to taU be
fore the might of the king of I srael. 

Verse 9. This is a prayer of the pea· 
pIe. They were interested in two 
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be ings; those beIngs were God and 
David. They asked for the victory for 
their king, then he would be able, 
as a victorious king, to help his peo
ple when they called upon him. 

PSALMS 21 
Verse 1. Please r ead my comments 

on eh. 20: 1. The people are still 
represented as p ra.\;!n g for their k in g 
and they have confidence that the 
Lord will g ran t him much cause for 
rejoicing. 

Verse 2. The people acknowledged 
that their king hat! been given his 
heart's desire. Tha t was because hi s 
deSire was pleasing to God. We would 
expect that of a man who was after 
God's own heart. (1 Sam. 13: 14.) 

Verse 3. Pr€vcn tes t means to a ssist. 
for it is used in connection with God 's 
blessings and goodness. Pure gola 
means refined gold, and it i s called 
pure because tha t te rm means un
mixed_ 

Verse 4. H e means the king and thee 
means the Lord. Ever and ever was 
used figuratively, meaning that David 
was to die in peace, not by the sword 
at war. 

Verse 5. H is glory means the glory 
at their king. It was great because it 
was accomplished through the salva
tion from the Lord. H onor means 
splendor and 'majesty means di gnity 
and power. 

Verse 6. Blessed for ever was and is 
still true of David. Although he is 
dead his name is still honored through
out the earth. The countenance or 
face of God was favorable toward 
David, therefore he was made exceed
ing glad. 

Verse 7. David trus ted in the Lord, 
not in the might ot war chariots as 
rlid the heathen. (Gh. 20: 7.) 

Verse 8. Thine r efers to king David. 
The people believed their king would 
be able to find out or manage his 
enemies. Right hand had a figurative 
as well as literal meaning. David was 
destined to win out against his ene
mies because the things he was dOing 
with his hand were right. 

Verse 9. As a fier'1l oven. means as 
it they were cast into such an oven . 
The compal'ison is made to the wrath 
of God against the en emies of David. 

Verse 10. Thei·r fruit means the frui t 
of this body. Their 8eed means the 
same as the fruit and the statement 
was added for emphasis. 

Verse 11. 'l'hcy s till means the 
enemies of th(~c who is Dayid. The 
verse means to declare that the plans 
of the enemies wer e too great for 
t.h em to carry out. 

Verse 12. TUrn their backs refers 
to the retreat of the enemies. The 
cause of their ftight wtll he the sight 
of the weapon of war (the bow and 
a rrow ) in the hand of David's army. 
Upon thy strin.ys denotes that the end 
of the arrow will be attached to the 
string ready to be discharged against 
the foe. 

Verse 13. '1'11e psa lm or prayer 
closes with a tribute of praise for the 
Lord. Thine o-wn strength means that 
God is strong in his own might and 
not in that of another. 

PSAUIS 22 
Verse 1. This psalm as a whole is 

a prophecy o[ Christ. The proof for 
that statement i s in the chapter it
self. Christ quoted the first clause 
verbatim when he was on the cross, 
and other verses in the chapter plainly 
Icl el1t1fy it to have been written with 
Christ and his times in view. (Matt. 
2i: 16; Mark 15: 34.) Christ realized 
that the sustaining s t rength of God 
had been tal{en from him tor the time. 

Verse 2. The form of s peech indi
('ates that Da.vid was writing about 
his own personal troubles. It is true 
that he \'las having just the experi
ences of which he complained. He 
might not have realized that in de· 
scribing those experiences he was giv
ing a prophetic Picture of those to be 
s hared by his most illustrious son in 
the centuries to come. His ignorance 
of that would not affect the truth of 
the prophecies s ince he wrote by in· 
spiration. In fact, it was taught by 
J esus and the apostles that many of 
the writers of the Old Testament did 
not ll:now "what it was all about" 
when they penned their documents. 
(Ma tt. 13: 17; 1 Pe. 1: 10, 11; 2 Pe. 1: 
20. 21.) 

Verse 3. InhaViteR t Is used in the 
sense of dweI1ing in a certain place 
01' in some special surroundings. The 
verse means that God continually 
dwe lls in the midst or the praises of 
hi s people Israel. 

Verse 4. Fathers refers to the an
cient ancestors of the ra.ce. The his
tol'Y shows that in proportion as they 
put their trust in the Lord they were 
delivered tram the grasp of their 
enemies. 
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Verse 5. Trusting in God was mani
fested when the people made their 
prayer unto him. Not conjoUn(Led 
means they were not disappointed or 
confused. 

Verse 6. The use of toQnn and nwn 
is for comparison only sin ce David 
was not only a man, but an important 
one. But he was li ke the Warm in 
that his body was subject to decay. 
Please see my comments on Job 25: 6 
in the 2nd volume of the commentary. 

Verses 7, 8. This paragraph is spe
cifically a prophecy of Christ. It was 
fulfilled In Matt. 27: 42, 43. 

Verse 9. A nursing babe could not 
literally have the sentiments of hope. 
It .means that God was the source of 
all hope for the newborn infant. The 
argument is that since God was the 
one who brought the infant Into beIng, 
it was reasonable to expect Him to see 
that be would succeed in life. 

Ver se 10. Cast upon thee denotes 
that from the first moment of h is life, 
David was dependent on God for his 
continued existence. 

Verse 11. Since God was the one 
who brought David into the world , 
he was the one to whom the prayer for 
protection should be made. 

Verse 12. 'Ve know thnt bulls is 
used figura tively since it was men 
who were opposing David. Morratt 
renders the word by "a brutal horde." 
The verse has the force of a prophecy 
painting to Christ when on the Cross, 
which the fo llowing verses show be
yond any doubt. 

Verse 13, Gape means lite rally to 
open the mouth as if in yawning. The 
verse refer s to the time when the 
"brutal horde" stood round the cross 
and opened their mouths in mockery 
at Jesus. They were compared to a 
lion because of their desire to destroy 
the v ictim of their hatred. 

Verse 14. I represents Christ de
scribing his condition while on the 
cross. The expressions nre fi gurative, 
of course. and give a picture of a hu
man being tbat is fast arnlroaching 
death. The whole body would be 
entering a state of rlissolutioll as if 
the organs were melting and r unning 
to:;ether like wax. 

Verse 15. This verse is practically 
the same In thought as the preceding 
one. It describes the physical condi
tion of one who is dying. That would 
be especially true where the condition 
was not caused by any active disease, 

but by the slow ebbing of the forces 
of life through nervous exhaustion. 

Verse 16. Dogs is used figuratively, 
rcferring to the wickedest of men. It 
applied specifical1y to the sold iers 
who executed the Roman sentence and 
drove the nails through the hand!! 
and feet of Jesus. 

Verse 17. T ell means to count Or 
number. It was the rule to break the 
bones of the legs of one crucified, 
near the end of the day. It was unlaw
ful to let a body remain on a tree 
overnight (Deut. 21: 22, 23)' yet the 
mere fact at crucifixion would not 
ordinarily prOduce death before the 
end of the day. In order to hasten 
death the legs were bl'oken, and the 
shock would put an end to the life that 
had already been weakened. For some 
reason not directly told us, Jesus died 
before the executioners got to the 
cross, making it unnecessary to break 
his legs. Instead of doing that, tbey 
pierced his sIde. That act opened the 
cavity near the heart where the blood 
had gathered after death, but it dId 
not break any bone. The apparently 
whimsical act of the soldiers fulfill ed, 
the prediction made here. It also 
carried out the antitype of the 
restriction about the Jewish passover 
that the bones of the lamb must not 
be broken (Ex. 12: 46). Stare upon 
me was fulfilled in John 19: 31. 

Verse 18. The physical renson for 
not dividing the garment of Jesus 
among the soldI ers was the character 
of its making. It was woven "without 
seam" and h ence could not be divided 
without destroying its use, They 
settled the matter by casting tots. 
thus fulfilling another prophecy. (John 
19: 23-25.) 

Verse 19. This and the rest at the 
verses is a combining of descriptions 
of David's experiences with thoughts 
p.ertaining to ChriSt. David still telt 
the need of the Lord in overcoming 
his personal enemies. 

Verse 20. My darling is in the 3rd 
person. Inspired writers otten used 
that person tn referring to themselves 
(Nnm. 12: ::1; Josh. J : 1. etc.). The 
word is from an original that means 
someone who is precious and valued 
very highly. David wished to be de
livered from the power of wicked men. 
He also predIcted a like desire on the 
part of Jesus. 

Verse 21. H eard me "ro'm the horns, 
etc. This means when David l>rayed 
to be delivered from the horns at the 
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unlcorn (a species of wild ox that 
was strong and vicious) the Lord 
hea rd his prayer. 

Verse 22. Again we have the direct 
proof that Christ is being prophested 
far the verse is quoted in Heh. 2: 12. 
In that connection the name of Jesus 
is given which identifies tbe subject ot 
tbe verse beyond any doubt. 

Verse 23. Fear the Lord means to 
respect him, tor the ones fearing him 
are the same ones expected to indicate 
their respect by their praise. 

Verse 24. To despise means to over
look or think lightly of. God does not 
thus treat his servants when they cry 
to him in their afIlictions. 

Verse 25. This verse is plainly ap
plicable to both David and Chris t . As 
a prophecy of Christ it would read, 
nty (Christ's) praise shaH be of thee 
(God) in the great congregation (the 
church). Pay 'my t.-'OtQ8 as it pertains 
to David refers to bis obed ience to the 
law of Moses. As it pertains to Christ 
it means lle is willing to do his part 
of God's plan of salvation. (Reb. 10: 
5-9.) 

Verse 26. This verse coincides with 
one of the sayings of Jesus. Matt. 5: 
5 pronounces a blessing on the meek. 
The Holy Spirit evidently had this in 
mind when it directed David to write 
the statement. 

Verses 27. 28. This prediction was 
fulfilled when the kingdom of Christ 
was established throughout the world. 
(Rom. 10: 18; Col. 1: 23. ) 

Verse 29. This verse predicts that 
all classes of people, the fat (pros· 
perous) as well as those in the dust 
(the poor) would bow before the 
Lord. The last clause means that no 
man can save his own soul, and tha t 
is the reason all classes would come 
to the Lord for salvation. 

Verse 30. This is a prediction that 
Christ was to have a seed that would 
be spiritual and that it would be 
greater than the fleshly seed of David. 
The fulfillment of this prediction Is 
indicated tn John 3: 1·5 and 1 Pe. 2: 9. 

Verse 31. That snaIl be born is a 
prophecy at those who would be born 
again and become a part of the spiri· 
tual seed of Christ. 

PSALMS 23 
Vel'se 1. David had been a shepherd 

when a boy (1 Sam. 16: 11; 17: 34, 
40). and had many experiences that 
he used as illustrations in his writings. 

This psalm is almost wholly drawn 
from that subject. The expressions 
are largely figurative. and the pbases 
of his experiences will be used either 
in com parison or contrast or both, as 
the nature of the cases may suggest. 
He had been a shepherd over 11teral 
sheep, now he is a sheep himself and 
the Lord is hts shepherd. It was his 
duty as a shepherd to see that proper 
nourishment was provided for his 
flock. Accordingly he telt assured 
that his shepherd would not let him 
lcant . That word 1s from CHACER and 
Strong defines it. "a primitive root: 
to lack ; b y implication to tail. lessen." 
Young and Moffatt also r ender it by 
lack. So it does not mean that God's 
people wilt always obtain tbeir de
s ires or wishes, but they will be 
supplied with their actual needs as 
sheep at the Lord's pasture. 

Verse 2. Lie is tram RADATS and Is 
defined thus : "a primitive root; to 
crouch (on aU four legs folded, like 
a recumbent anlmal)."-Strong. It 
does not mean to be prone, with the 
body extended as if from exhaustion. 
But it describes an animal in a pos
ture of comfort and contentment. 
Green pastures. The first word is 
from an original that means "young 
and tender," hence very desirable 
food. When an animal lies down in 
the pasture (not where the pasture 
was). it prOves thnt there was enough 
provision for him and some to spare. 
"When w aters are used figuratively · 
they represent the state of mind or 
the surroundings of the individual 
concerned. If the condition is one of 
unpleasantness. then we wi1l see such 
terms as "troubled waters" or "waters 
of affliction." If the condition is the 
other kind. we will see such terms as 
David used here; still waters. The 
direc t thought is that the divine shep
herd will always give the sheep of 
his pasture such complete care they 
will. be happy and contented. 

Verse 3. A shepherd was supposed 
to provide food to restore or nourish 
the bodies of his sheep. He did so by 
placing them in the pastures described 
in the preceding verse. The spiritual 
Shepherd provides spiritual food for 
the souls ot his sheep. This consists ot 
the instruction found in the Word of 
God. A careful shepherd will seek a 
sate path in which to conduct his 
sheep to the places at good pasture. It 
is natural for a sbeep to tollow wher
ever his master leads, whether the 
path- goes into a wild and dangerous 
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thicket, or into the good fields of ten
der grass. David's shepherd a lways 
led him in the paths of right eousness, 
which means the right paths. An 
earthly shepherd would be concerned 
about his reputation as a relia ble 
man to have charge of a flock. If he 
had no o ther motive, yet he would 
not knowingly mislead the fiock, for 
that would injure bis good name as a 
dependable shepherd . Like wise David's 
shephe rd would lead him in t he ri ght 
paths tor his name's sake. Dr. Marion 
Hull rend ers this by. "on account ot 
his reputation," and Strong's lexicon 
justifies the translation. God Is said 
to be free from all evil. He certainly 
would not stain such a good name by 
leading bls flock unrighteously. 

Verse 4. A sheep is a timid a nimal. 
In passing from one pasture to anothe r 
it might be necessary to wa ll{ down 
the slope Dear a stream, di viding the 
present location from some pasture 
land beyond. There are usually some 
trees and other growing things that 
would cast a shadowy appearance 
around. The trusting sheep keeps 
close to his master with confidence. 
It was likewise with David a nd his 
confidence In the Shepherd of his 
soul. The valley of death did not hold 
any dread for him. Though the path· 
way leading downward was shaded by 
the dimness of approaching dea th , he 
was confident it would Hna1Iy bring 
him over safely to the brighter fi elds 
of eternal verdure on the other side 
of the valley. A shepherd cnrries a 
rod or sti ck for the purpose of defense 
against any unfriendly creature, and 
a stat! or walking cane for the sup
port of his body. (1 Sam. 17: 40. ) The 
Word of God was both rod a nd s taff 
for David. 

Verse 5. In the verse David drops 
t.he illustration of the shepherd to 
some extent. Instead of likening him
selt to a sheep he thinks of be ing a 
man. As a man he thinl<g of his 
troublesome enemies who ha ve been 
opposing him in every way possible. 
It would be something of a triumph 
to have provisions of life made for 
him even under favorable clrcumst· 
ances. It would be a greater one to 
have it done in the presence of his 
enemies. Such a fact not onl y would 
tend to arouse the envy at the ene
mies, but would actually prove God's 
power f;)y making the Provision in 
spite of the enemies. All of thts would 
have special significance with a man 
whose chief secular business ot lite 

was to be a "man of war," and to "shed 
blood abundantly." Victory over his 
enemies would be one of hjs most 
cherished deSires. In ancient times 
when a ma n was to be given an im· 
portant pos ition of power and satis
faction, he was anointed by having oil 
poured over his head (1 Sam. 10: 1; 
16: 13; 1 KI. 1: 39 ; 2 Ki. 9: 3, 6). The 
pracUce was atterward used as a fig· 
ure in cases where some person was 
given any great favor. Cup is from an 
original that means "lot." RlI.lImeth 
over. Tbe 2nd word is not in the ori · 
ginal. The 1st Is from a Hebrew word 
that means "satisfaction." The clause 
means that his lot was wholly saUs· 
factory. 

Verse 6. Goodness is from an ori
ginal that means "good things," and 
-mcn:y Is tram one that is defined 
"kindness," Follow me is pl'operly 
rendered and indicates that the favors 
will come after David bas gone for· 
ward in serving the Lord. To be a 
permanent occupant of the bouse of 
the Lord would be a greater favor 
than merely entering it for a short 
time. Such a blessing would be the 
lot of the m an complying with the 
conditions set forth in this psalm. 

Before leaving this interesting 
psalm I will make a few more general 
remarks. The second but more impor· 
tant application of t he prophecy is to 
Christ. It will be well for the student 
to go through th e entire chapter again 
with Christ specifically in mind. It 
will then he possible to see and h ear 
him on the cross as he quotes the 1st 
verse at the preceding chapter. Then 
coming directly to the present one 
again, hear Christ as he speaks of his 
Father in the re lationship of his shep· 
herd who was at the very instance of 
his crucifixion preparing (through it) 
a table or spi ritual feast (salvation) 
for me, meaning his church. Then he 
can be heard saying, death, I will f ear 
no evil, in the language of the psalm. 
Or, if we listen for his Own words in 
the fulfillment we will hear him say
ing, "Father, into thy hands I com, 
mend my spirit." And. true to the 
prophecy, he afterward entered his 
Father's heavenly mans ion a bove, 
there to abide forever. 

PSALMS 24 
Verse 1. This Is quoted in 1 Cor. 10: 

26, Fulness is tram a word that means 
"everything in it." Since all belongs 
to the Lord, we are expected t.o make 
such use at it as will be pleasing to 
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Him. That is the reason for connect
ing the thought of the inhabitants of 
the world directly with the first state
ment. 

Verse 2. Seas re ters to the station
ary bodies or water. and /tooas is from 
a word that means the rivers. (see 
Josh. 24: 2, 3.) The Lord created all 
of these things and has the right of 
control oyer them. 

Verse 3. The psalmist again writes 
in language tht could apply to man in 
general, but he will come to special 
consideration of Christ before the 
chapter is ended . Hill and holy place 
refers to the sanctuary of the Lord. 
The question means to inquire who is 
worthy to enter that place. 

Verse 4. This verse answers the 
question of the preceding one. Clean 
hands are hands that do clean or 
righteous acts. because they are 
prompted by a pure or unmixed heart. 
Vanity means thoughts that are u se· 
less. Sworn deceitfully denotes that 
the one guilty had made on oath that 
was not from the heart and was thus 
deceitful. 

Verse 5. A person who is free from 
s uch wrongs not only will be permit· 
ted to come into the house of the 
L<lrd, but wm be blessed with right· 
eo1tsnc.'iS from the Lord. That means 
he will be given the reward coming 
to a lite of righteousness. 

Verse 6. Generation as used here 
means a race or species of persons 
who seek the Lard. It was especially 
true of Christ, and that enti tled him 
to the favor indicated in v. 3. 0 Jacob 
is a brief form of "0 God of Jacoh." 
As Christ was preeminently entitled 
to "dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever" (ch. 23: 6), or to receive the 
favor named in v. 3 in this chapter, 
tbe writer plunges next into one or 
his most important prophecies of 
Chris t which will be scen in the fol· 
lowing paragraph. 

Verses 7-10. This is a prophecy of 
the ascens ion of J esus and the recep
tion that was accorded bim. It is 
figurative, oC COurse, and represents a 
call upon h is celestial city to open its 
gates to the conquering king. A short 
time ago he left the city for a sojourn 
in the world at mankind. He met the 
enemy or souls In battle and came off 
the victor. He was suffered to become 
the victim of murderous hands and 
was put to death. But even death did 
not hold him In Its grasp, because his 
own Shepherd was with him and 
brought him forth again to die no 

more. His great mission into yonder's 
world was accomplished and he was 
returning to the Eternal City as the 
greates t conqueror the universe ever 
knew or was destined ever to know. 
Now the gates at the city were bidden 
to admit this K'ing Of glory. He en· 
tered and was seated at his Father's 
right hand, where he is now reigning 
as King of kings and Lord at lords. 

PSALMS 25 
Verse 1. To 11ft up the soul means 

to pray with the soul to God. 
Verse 2. Not be ashamed means not 

to be debased by the defeat from his 
enemies. \ Ve should keep constantly 
in mind the fact that David was ac· 
tively at war most of the time. That 
made him many enemies among the 
heathen . Besides this, he had been 
given the kingdom in preference to 
Saul wllich brought him the enmity 
of Saul's family. 

Ve rse 3. The thought is significant 
that David considered the service to 
God as a just condition for escaping 
confusion. On the other hand, if a 
m a n transgressed the law of God he 
was worthy to be made ashamed. 

Verse 4. 5. As a man 1n distress Da· 
vid prayed the Lord to show him the 
right way or life. As an inspired man 
he pointed out that way himself (ch. 
37: 23; 119: 133). 

Verse 6. God n ever forgets, as Da· 
vid knew. The stntement 15 a form of 
request for God to renew his favors 
of the past. 

Verse 7. David was always open and 
fair \vith the Lord . He never tried to 
shield himself in wrong, but humbly 
and franltly came to the Lord for 
pardon. Such Is the meaning of this 
verse. and not that God would remem· 
bel' a man's sins against him aUel' 
having forgive n them. 

Verse 8. If sinners do not know bet
ter than they are doing it is Dot 
tht'ough any n eglect of GOd . He is 
upright and therefore will teach them 
if they wi1l learn. 

Verse 9. This gives the key to the 
reason some are uninformed. If a 
man is meek or humble he will even 
seek for information from God. 

Verse 10. The paths or steps the 
Lord requires hi s people to follow are 
really merciful In their elIects. The 
way of the t ransgressor is hard when 
the end thereof Is conSidered. Also 
the pat.h the Lord advises is truth 
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whIch means it is according to tl'uUt. 
But in orde r to profit by this an·uoge· 
ment a person must keep the cove
nant (agreement) and the testimonies 
(proven trnths) of the Lord. 

Verse 11. Name's Rake. For expla
nation of thi s see m y comments at 
ch. 23: 3. 

Verse 12. To fear the Lord in the 
favorable sense is to respect him. The 
man who does so will be taught in 
the right way. that being the kind of 
way a God·fearing man would choose. 

Verse 13. The inner man can be at 
ease regardlcB of outward conditions. 
~uch will be the case with a man who 
tea rs God. His seed or descendants 
w ill not literally possess this g lobe 
on which we live, but they will en
joy the blessings of it. 

Verse 14. Secret is from a word 
that Strong defines in part as ''In
tinmcy," In other words, tllOse who 
fear the Lord will be "taken into a 
sacred nearness with Him." He will 
impart hi s covenant to them. 

Verse Hi . The n et refers to the 
sna l'es that David's enemies placeu in 
his pathway. TlJey were hidden from 
human eyes, but the Lord sees them 
a nd will snatch his faithful follow ers 
from the danger. 

Verse Hi . In the desolation brought 
on David by his enemies, he made his 
appeal to God, and was always con
fid ent of r ece iving a hearing. 

Verse 17. The troubles were en
larged, which means they were grow
ing. God a lone was able to ove rcome 
the torces of his enemies. 

Verse 18. The affliction and pain 
were not n ecessarily or a physical na· 
ture. David was not concerned aeout 
mere temporal discomfort. H e desI red 
above all other things to be contented 
in mind. At the same time he real
ized his wea knesses of the flesh and 
made his usual plea for the pardon of 
his sins. 

Verse 19. The chief sources ot Da
vid's worries were his enemies. The 
mention of them identifies the char
acter of troubles that he has been 
praying about to God. 

Verse 20. Be ashamed means to be 
confused by the treatment (rom his 
enemies. David prayed for the saftey 
of his soul. He trusted the Lord with 
a ll his highest interes ts and des ires. 

Verse 21. David realized that his 
conduct would need to be right before 
he could expect the favor ot God. 

Hence he asked considel"a tion {or his 
int egrity or loyalty. Wait on thee 
means he was ever ready to serve the 
Lord . 

Verse 22. David was not selfish. 
While praying fo r personal favors he 
did not forget his people. H e ha d 
shown that kind of charity right 
while he was distressed over the suf
ferings they were experiencing. (2 
Sam. 24: 17.) 

PSALMS 26 
Verse 1. Judge me indi cated he was 

ready to be examined as to his con
duct and then humbly submit to what· 
ever deCision the Lord would make 
against David. He was confident of 
the resu lt should the Lord make such 
a test of him. That was because he 
had walked in his integrtty or innO
cence. To slide means to slip or 
wave r. David 's trust in God gave him 
confidence against the pitfalls along 
the way. 

Verse 2. The confidence felt by Da
vid was so great that he would will
ing ly submit to an examination for 
t.he purpose of pro1;"ing or testing him. 
Th at is the at titude of all persons 
who are sincere in their professions. 
If a man evades the attempts to in
vestiga te him he shows evidence of 
be ing wrong Imowingly. This idea is 
taught in John 3: 19, 20. There is not 
much differen ce between reins and 
heart, and they may ordInarily be 
used interchangeably. But when the 
two are employed in the same sen· 
te nce the firs t I'efers especially to the 
mind as the director of a man's ac· 
tions, and the second bas more ap· 
plica tion to the feelings or emotions 
of the m ind. David invited an exami
na tion of his e ntire inner being, 

Verse 3. It was not the sentiment of 
dread or terror that prompted David 
to walk according to truth. He was 
drawn along his pathway of life by 
the loving kindness, which means the 
same as just "kindness," of GOd. 

Verse 4. In ch. 1: 1 David has ex
pressed his disapproval ot those who 
sat with the wrong kind of persons. 
In this psalm be affirms h e has not 
done so himself. The dissemblers were 
men who practiced hypocrisy in their 
plans. 

Verse 5. Congr egation also means 
compa ny. and David hated all 8uch 
associations. He had the same idea 
that is expressed in 1 Cor. 15: 33. 
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Verse 6. Washmin~ ,hands is a fig· 
urative reference to Dent. 21: 6-8, An 
innocent man had the right to prac
tice that , and David claimed to be 
innocent. It also is related to Ex, 30: 
18-21, which is w hy he added 80 Will 
I compass thine altar. 

Verse 7. Having prepared himself 
according to the law, David was ready 
to make an offering. Not of an ani
mal, however, but ot a devotional ser
vice to God in appreciation fo r his 
wondrous 100rks. 

Verse 8. Habitation means abode or 
a place to stay. House is trom BAYITH 
and has been rendered in the Author
ized Version by house over 1900 times, 
also by such words as court. door, 
family, home. household, palace, place 
and temple. The clause means David 
loved to spend time in the Lord 's tem
ple. The r eason given for it was the 
fact that God's honor dwelt there. We 
will find many instances wbere David 
expressed his pleasure in the Lord's 
house. 

Verse 9. Gather means " remove," 
and "soul" means his lite. David 
prayed tha t sinners migh t not be 
permitted to take his Ufe. The last 
clause was more specific as he prayed 
to be deUvered from bloody men; 
those who delighted in shedding 
blood. 

Verse 10. These bloody men were 
using their bands to perform mis
chief. When right hand is used fig
uratively and tor a good purpose, it; 
means that the person uses his hand 
to do right things. When used in the 
sense ot tbi s verse, rioht hand means 
his stronger and more experienced 
hand. The person uses bis greatest 
ability to perform something to earn 
a bribe. 

Verse 11. Walk in ?nine i ntegritY 
means to walk innocently, and in such 
a manner as to retain a good reputa
tion. Redeem. as used bere has the 
sense of "preserve," and was said in 
view of the dangers threa ten ed against 
David by bis many enemies. 

Verse 12. Even means level or 
plain. It bas the same idea as was 
set forth in the work of John the Bap
Ust. (Luke 3: 4, 5; Isa. 40: 3, 4.) Con
gregations refers to any ot the groups 
or assemblies where David m ight be 
present. In a ll such places he would 
bless or praise the Lord. 

PSALMS 27 
Verse 1. Light refers to instruction 

and it leads a man into the paths of 

salvation. With such provisions David 
had no one to tear. He drew the 
strength of hi s life also from the Lord 
and hence need not be afraid of any 
man. (Rom. 8: 31.) 

Verse 2. Enem.ies and foes mean 
a lso the same, but there Is a aUght 
dlf'l'erence in degree. The first has the 
sense of a competitor without any 
necessary personal feeling of enmity. 
The second means those who bate an· 
other. Eat up my flesh means they 
wanted to do bim bodily barm. God 
intervened and caused them to ta il in 
the ir designs against David. 

Verse 3. Numbers do not count 
when arrayed against the Lord or 
those in his service. Even in war the 
Lord can give the victory by the use 
ot small numbers. The experience of 
Gideon could be cited as a. proof 
(Judges 7: 7) . 

Verse 4. or course David would not 
expect to be in the temple constantly, 
any more than Christians can be in 
an assembly at all hours. But he 
wanted to be always in position to en
ter the house ot God to receive its 
spiritual benefits. 

Verse 5. A pavilion is a covering 
and shelter. In times of trouble God 
will cover his faithful servants with 
strong protection. In the secret Or in
timacy of the sacred house of the 
Lord there is s helter (rom tbe storms 
of life. A rock is a sure foundation, 
and God wi11 be a rock of support for 
hIs loved ones. 

Verse 6. To 11ft up the h ead means 
to have a feeling of triumph when it 
Is said with reference to personal ene· 
mies. A man might have various r ea
sons for coming to the house of God 
with an offer ing. David's success over 
h is enemies gave him one of his chief 
motives for such devotion, and It was 
accompanied with songs of praise. 

Verse 7. A prayer formed in the 
mind would be known by the Lord 
and would be given prOper attention. 
In times of great distress, however, a 
man would be inclined to make his 
prayer audible. Tha t was what David 
did in this verse and it expressed an 
earnest desire for the help of God. 

Verse 8. The first 3 words or this 
verse are no t in the original. The 
t rue thought 1s a view of the dictates 
of the heart of David. In the time of 
his troubles his heart (sentiments or 
fee11ngs) urged him to seek the tace 
of tbe Lord (In prayer). In response 
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to the urge of his heart he sought the 
Lord by prayer and song. 

Verse 9. No man can literally see 
God's tace and live (Ex. 33: 20). The 
expression used so frequently by Da
vid partakes of some or tho figurative 
meanings of the word. It is from 
PANu,r and has been rendered in the 
Authorized Version by anger 3 times, 
countenance 30, edge I , face 356, favor 
4, forefront 4, forepart 4, fOrm 1, 
former time 1, front 2, heaviness 1, 
looks 2, mouth 1, old time 1, person 
20, presence 75, prospect 6, sight 40, 
state 1, time past I, times past 1, up
side 2. With such a field of meanings 
we know that we should not be too 
technical in applying the word. It 
would be reasonable to conclude that 
David wished to receive the SPiritual 
sruHe or the Lord. He telt the need of 
such an influence while combatting the 
enemies. 

Verse 10. There is no evtdence that 
David ever had any trouble with his 
parents. The idea was that he re
garded the Lord as being more de
pendable than even his own flesh·and 
blood relations. Such comparison to 
one's blood relatives is found else 
where in the Bible (Proverbs 18: 24). 

Verse 11. Plain path. is one that can 
be easily seen and followed. M'ine en· 
emies is rendered in the margin by, 
"those which observe me." A footnote 
in the American Standard Version 
renders it, "them that lie in wait for 
me." Young translates tt, "my be
holders." From these various transla
tions we can arrive at the thought in
tended by the psalmist. He knew he 
was being watched and did not want 
to make a mistake in his lite. For 
that r eason he asked for instrUctions 
that could be easily understOOd. 

Verse 12. David never expected or 
asked to be spared having enemies in 
this Hfe. He evidently understood that 
a godly man is bound to have opposi
tion. That doctrine is also found in 
the New Testament (2 Tim. 3: 12). 
What he often prayed tor was to be 
supported so that his enemies could 
not overcome him. One ot the bitter
est kinds or enemies is a talse wit
ness. A man could better be attacked 
by a physical assailant than by a man 
who would make a false report about 
him. The physical opponent would be 
visible and a man could know whom 
he was meeting; but a Uar would be 
using his cowardly weapon In the 
absence or his victim. 

Verse 13. The flrst 3 words have 
none in the original. The connecUon, 
as well as David's trust in the Lord 
which has been expressed in 80 many 
places, indicates that he was making 
a positive statement. He meant to say 
that he actually did beHeve in seeIng 
the goodness of the Lord. 

Verse 14. This verse is an exhorta
tion addressed to himseU to wait on 
the Lord. That means to trust the 
Lord and be ready to do his bIddIng. 
If he will do that the Lord wtll 
strengthen him. 

PSALMS 28 
Verse 1. Cry is a strong word for 

pray, and David was earnest in his 
prayer to God. Be not silent does not 
mean that he expected an audible 
voice trom Gad. It means tor God not 
to overlook his cry. Down into the 
pit means down to a state or great 
depression and forgetfulness. 

Verse 2. Lifting the hands at a time 
of prayer was a practice to indicate 
respectful appeal to God. (1 Tim. 2: 
8.) Supplications is an urgent form 
of prayer. Holy oraCle is a term ap
plying to the temple as the spiritual 
headquarters of God. 

Verse 3. Draw me not, etc., means 
for God not to class David with these 
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other. 
Verse 4. This whole verse is a 

prayer for God to punish the wicked 
persons In a way worthy of their un
righteous deeds. 

Verse 5. Works Of the Lord. reters 
to the thtngs that the Lord has cre
ated. Operation Of his hands means 
the management of those created 
things. These wicked men disregarded 
the whole subject, which was the chief 
basis for David's criticism of his ene
mies. Not build them up means the 
Lord w1ll Dot uphold such characters. 

Verse 6. Blessed usually means 
"happy," and when applied to God it 
means he is to be praised because he 
gi ves happiness to others. He had 
given it to David in answer to his 
suppUeations. 

Verse 7. Strength would enable Da
vid to perform the service deSired by 
the Lord, and shield would protect 
him in the performance of it. This 
help came to David because he trusted 
in the Lord. As an expression of his 
appreciation fOr the favors, David 
praised God with songs. 
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Verse 8. The antecedent of their is 
Indicated by the last word of the 
verse. His anointed refers to the pr o· 
pIe whom God had chosen. 

Verse 9. Save thy peop le should not 
be interpreted as an indication of par
tiality. It is true that David prayed 
only for the Lord's people to be saved 
for no others have the promise of sal
vation. But the subject will appear 
clear and just when we remember that 
all people have the opportunity of be
ing among God's people as far as per
sonal salvation is concerned. David 
prayed that all of them should be fed 
and lifted up. which meant they were 
to be taught and upheld. 

PSALMS 29 
Verse 1. This chapter as a whole is 

a psalm of praise. It is a call for all 
people to give t he Lord the credit for 
all glory and strengt h. 

Verse 2. Due unto his nan~e r equires 
that men not merely admit some glory 
for the Lord: they should g ive all 
that Is justly h is ; it must be a whole
hearted service. There is nothing 
r eally more beautiful than a holy ser
vice to Gad. It will be s uch a service 
it conducted according to the Lord's 
directions. That is what David meant 
by the beauty of hohness. 

Ve rse 3. We should not think of the 
V'o ice of the Lord in an audible sense 
as used in this and several verses fol
lowing. It is true that every sound. 
whether the "still small yo Ice" of the 
meekest living creature, or the might
iest peal of thunder and the roar of 
the ocean's stormy billows. aU come 
from the God of all creation. But Da
vid Is describing God's vOice in the 
sense of h is intelligent supervision 
over all the various domain itemized 
in the passage. Let us read this and 
the several verses following and think 
of the majesty of the Word of God. 
The mighty ocean, covering over hal! 
of the enrth's surface and thousands 
of feet in depth, indicates the force of 
God's word when he said. "Let the 
waters under bea ven be gathered to· 
gether unto one place (Gen. 1: 9). 

Verse 4. Full 0/ majesty means it 
1s full of magnificence and glory. Be· 
cause of thi s the psalmist declares the 
voice of God is powerful. 

Verse 5. The cedar was noted for 
its size, stre ngth and beauty. Referred 
to figuratively it stood for power at 
influence and demanded the attention 
and respect of other things in nature. 

But the voice of Got! was mightier 
than all of these things credited to 
the cedar. 

Verse 6. Thent refers to the cedars 
of th e preceding verse. They would 
not l1tel'ly skip or dance around. The 
figure means that even as important 
things as these noted plants at lhe 
mountains will respond jubilantly to 
the voice of their Creator. 

Verse 7. Dividc th flames. Human 
artists can carve and form the various 
materials of the earth because they 
are adapted to thei r capacity. The 
great Artist of the universe can "hew, 
spHt, square. quarry. engrave," mate
ri als as flames of fire. 1.'he quotation 
is from Strong's definition of the ori
ginal word for divideth. 

Verse 8. Kadcsh. was the place 
where the Israelites murmured at the 
r eport of the spies (Num. 13 and 14) . 
At that place God took charge of the 
situation and sentenced the congrega· 
tion to wander in the 10i ldcrness 38 
years longer , thus giving another de· 
monstration of the power of his voice. 

Verse 9. The h i nd was a timid ani· 
mal and at the sound of thunder 
would give birth to its young. Since 
this was done away from and inde· 
pendent ot man, it formed one of the 
evidences of the existence at God men
tioned in Job 39: 1. D jscover eth the 
f orests means he has power over them 
and s trips them of their foliage. All 
a ppea rances in the temple reflect the 
glory of God. 

Ve rse 10. In Gen. 1: 2 the spirit of 
God moved Or hovered over the face 
at the waterS. His voice then handled 
those waters according to his will and 
he sttn has complete control of them. 
To sum UP. the Lord is King or ruler 
over ever ything, and will continue to 
rule throughout the existence of a ll 
things. 

Verse 11. A Being so powerful as 
the one described above can do great 
things fo r his peop1e. He will do so 
by giving them the peace that no 
o ther could Provide. 

PSALMS 30 
Verse 1. To extol means to elevate 

by praise. It was appropriate fOr Da· 
vid to be so disposed toward God for 
he had received that favor himself. A 
detail was added r egarding the sense 
in which David had been ele vated; 
his foes had n ot been allowed to reo 
joice over hIm. 
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Verse 2. Lord and God are from 
different originals. The flrst is from 
YEHOVAH and means the selt·Existent 
One. It was the Jewish national name 
of GOd. The second is from ELOIUY.\( 
and its outstanding meaning 1s one 
who rules. Taken together, the two 
words mean to state that 'the supreme, 
uncreated, and eternal Being is the 
rightful ruler over all. No wandel', 
then, that David so orten cried unto 
him for help, To heal does not always 
refer to disease, but frequently means 
to relieve from any form of distress. 

Verse 3. David had been in danger 
of death by the hand of his enemies. 
In r escuing him from evil designs he 
had really been saved from the grave. 
PU Is trom an original that has been 
properly translated. but David used it 
figuratively, Had he been suffered to 
be overcome by his enemies it would 
have been bis ruin. 

Verse 4. In gratitude far the many 
favors from the Lord, Da\'id cal1ed on 
all his saints to praise him in song, 
and as a memorial service to Hfs 
great holiness. 

Verse 5. This verse bas some con
trasting terms to give force to the 
thought. The anger of tbe Lorll is 
but for a moment compared with his 
favor which lasts a IIfe-tirne. This 
translation Is supported by tbe Re
vised Version. Moffatt's Translation 
and by Dr. Hull. Other contrasts are 
between weeping and joy, night and 
morning. The lesson is that we can 
afford to submit to the discipline that 
comes from God for the satie of the 
happy results that will follow. 

Verse 6. Prosperity refers to the 
state of security tbat David felt 
through the protection from God. He 
was 60 assured that he believed he 
would never be moved. 

Verse 7. This verse uses words fig
uratively. MOUntain means the high
est bopes. As long as David h :ld the 
favor or God his hopes were "high as 
a mountain." In times of great 
trouble he felt that the face of God 
had been hid from bim. 

Verse 8. When David was discour· 
aged over the pressure of troubles ' 
from the enemy, he prayed to God 
with the strongest form of petition 
which wns supplicatian. 

Verse 9. David believed that death 
would end all of his activIties for the 
Lord. After he had gone down to the 
pit (grave) he could be of no fUrther 
service. Therefore, if his enemies were 

suffered to take bis blood it would be 
in vain as far as the cause ot the 
Lord was concerned. 

Verse 10. David was a normal man 
and wished to live for the sake of Hfe 
itself. Yet we are pleased to learn 
that he also ,vished to live tor the 
sake of what good he cO.lld do. In 
that way he was like Paul In Philip
pians 1: 21·25. Si nce Daviri need~d to 
live In order to r nder this service, 
he prayed for God to be his mercitlll 
helpe:r. 

Verse 11. When dancing is u ' ed fig· 
uratively It means leaping fOr JOY. 
Sackcloth was worn in times of dts
tress or dntiser. God had help::d Da
vid out of his difficulties and he ex:· 
pressed it by using the contrasting 
terms of this verse. 

Verse 12. Glory muy siny praise re
fers to tbe motive that a good man 
would have in praising God. It means 
he would sing praises unto the Lord 
in order to express the glory he be
lieved to be due to Him. 

PSALMS 31 
Verse 1. Deliver 'me in thy righ t

eousness is about the same as saying, 
"thy will be done:' Such deliverance 
as would be righteous would be all 
that David would expect from the 
Lord. Never be ashamed means n ever 
to be confused. 

Verse 2. Bow down thine ear is equi
valent to saying, "give a listening ear." 
A rock indicates strength and would 
provide a good basis for support. A 
house would indicate a defense be
cause it would be a shelter. 

Verse 3. A f ortress is a place that 
has been fortified against attack. 
Name's sake lead me. For explanation 
of this see roy comments at Ch. 23: 3. 

Verse 4. All public or official men 
dread a secret enemy more than all 
other kinds. One man lurking in am
bush. waiting to spring unexpectedly 
at his victim, is more difficult to cope 
with than a score of men in the open. 
David was aware that he had many 
such enemies conspiring and plotting 
against him. But while he had evi
dence of their existence and activities 
he could not always discern them; 
hence he sent the plea to God for 
defense agaInst his private foes. 

Verse 5. This verse might be taken 
as a prophetic statement, referring to 
the one made by Christ in Luke 23: 
46. But a similar one was made by 
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Stephen in Acts 7 : 59. The clearest 
explanation is that it was a coincid· 
en ce. But we should not overlook a 
very informative idea that is suggested 
in all three of the statements. The 
men asked the Lord to receive their 
spirit which shows that something was 
taken out of the body or was to leave 
it. That di sproves the theory of rna
teriaJIsts of every grade who maintain 
that every pa rt of man is mortal and 
aU there is of him goes to the grave at 
death. 

Verse 6. All vanities are wrong and 
an ly ing is to be condemned. When the 
two evils are combined in one person 
it forms a character that would cer
tainly be hateful to as humble and 
candid a man as DaVid. 

Verse 7. Among human beings it is 
required that one have a like experi
ence before he can sympathize with 
another in trouble. It is not so with 
the Lord tor his knowledge is infinite. 
That was why David could rejoice in 
the hope of divine mercy. 

Verse 8. Large room means the Lord 
had made plenUy at room tor hIm to 
escape from his enemies and to coun
teract their schemes against David. 

Verse 9. Soul means the inner part 
ot a man and belly means the body. It 
is a strong statement of David 's t ri al s, 
meaning that his enemies had given 
him afflictions that affected him "soul 
and body." 

Verse 10. Iniquity is sometimes 
translated by. " punishment or ini
quity." Moffatt renders the word here 
by "punishment." The verse means 
that David was being punished by his 
enemies. The punishment was so 
great that his s trength ot body was 
being spent and he was r equired to 
call upon the Lord for help. 

Verse 11. David was a fighter by dis
position and not afraid ot the strong· 
est of foes who would offer him phy
sical combat. But he was made to 
feel depressed when his enemies 
treated him with contempl. The very 
ones who were nearest to him and 
who should have given him the most 
cordial r espect, were the ones who 
evaded bim like cowards. However, 
that should be considered in favor of 
him. When those who know a good 
man the best will avoid a personal 
contact, it is an indication that they 
realize their interiority and are too 
low in principle to admit it. 

Verse 12. This verse is a continua
tion ot the treatment DaVid was re-

ceiving from his cowardly foes, which 
was described in the preceding verse. 

Verse 13. In describing the activIties 
of his enemies, David unconsciously 
predicted the actions that were plotted 
against Christ. Took counsel against 
,ne was done in Matt. 26: 14-16; Luke 
22: 3-6. But David frequently had such 
plotting against his lite by Saul and 
also by his own family relatives. 

Verse 14. David neYer lost bis fa ith 
in God, although he was very mUch 
concerned many times about wbat was 
going to be the next move of his 
enemies. 

Verse 15. Times are in thy hand 
means he was in the hand of the 
Lord at aU times. On that basis David 
felt he had the privilege of calling on 
Him far deliverance. 

Verse 16. Face to shine denotes that 
David wanted tll e face of God to be 
favo rable toward him. The attribute 
of the Lord that woul11 prompt him . 
to help was his mercy. 

Verse 17. Ashanwd occurs very fre· 
quently in the Bible. It has a varied 
meaning, but we would Dot go wrong 
were we always to think of it as mean· 
ing to be confused, dlsappointed Or 
humbled. This will explain why David 
used the word twice in this verse; 
once about himseU and once about his 
enemies. Silent in the (J.rave was 
David's way of Wishing the destruc
tion of his enemies. 

Verse 18. All lying should be con
demned. but the kind that David had 
tn mind here was grievous. That is 
from a word that means hard or cruel. 
The foes of David not only wished bim 
harm. but were eager to make his life 
as miserable as possible. 

Verse 19. Laid 1Ip means reserved. 
Goodness does not r efer primarily to 
character, but to the good things that 
the Lord has to gl ve. He reserves 
them for the ones who respect and 
serve him. God has wrought or 
brought about these good things for 
those who trust in him, and he has 
done so in the sight ot other human 
beings. 

Verse 20. The first clause of this 
verse means that God will take his 
faithful servants into bis confidence 
and shie ld them from harm. Pride is 
often the result of envy. David had 
many foes who envied him his stand
ing with God and in revenge wished 
to injure him. Pat,'ilion means a cov
ering or protection from danger. 
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Verse 21. tH.rony city has r eference 
to a fortified one. David likened the 
favor of God's care over him to the 
security of that kind at a city. When 
he bleSSe(l the Lord he meant to as
cribe aU blessings to Him. 

Verse 22. l 'n my haste referred to 
those Urnes when David's persecutions 
almost caused him to despair. One de
finition of the word is "distraction." 
But even In s uch times be looked to 
the Lord in earnest prayer and was 
heard. In the most trying hours of 
distress David never forgot to a ppeal 
to the divine throne for help. 

Verse 23, This is an exhortation for 
all of God's people to love him in 
order to secure the presevation that 
can come Cram that source only. Plen
tifully r ewordeth means that the prOUd 
or haughty person will get the tull 
deserts of his deeds, 

Verse 24. An old saying is, "God 
helps those who help themseh·es." 
That idea is set forth in the exhorta
tion to the saints. It they wUl gird 
up their courage the Lord will add to 
their heart's desire. 

PSALMS 32 
Verse 1. This verse is cited in Rom, 

4: 7, 8. Sinless perfection is not ex
pected of man in this lite and blessed· 
ness is nowhere based on it. But God 
has always had some system whereby 
a man could obtain the forgiveness 
of his sins and thus be permitted to 
have the divine blessing, Sin be 
covered means it is put out of sight 
by the plan of atonement that is in 
force at the time, 

VerSe 2. This verse is about the same 
in thought as the firs t one. To im
pute means to hold it against one. It 
a man complies with the law at par
don that he is under, the Lord will not 
hold his iniquity against him. Guile 
is a special kind of sin. meaning 
something in the nature of deceit. 
However, if a man comes up to the 
terms of forgiveness that God lays 
down to him, it will indicate his sin
cerity and show him to be free of 
gutle. 

Ve rse 3. Until David came to the 
throlle of grace with his prayer for 
divine mercy, he was not at ease in 
mind over his condition, The Jast half 
at the verse is figurative and intended 
to indicate his dissatisfied feeling, 

Verse 4. Moisture and drought are 
opposite terms and ure used by David 
to Indicate his feelings when the trou-

bles of life beset him. Selah is punc
tuation mark in language and a pause 
in music, and is explained at eh. 3: 2. 

Verse 5. In this verse we have sin. 
iniqnity and transgressions. The first 
two mean pt'actically the same and 
are not quite as strong as the tblrd, It 
is from an original tilat means to com
mit a s in with t he attitude of rebellion 
against some constituted authority. 
David made full confession of all bis 
faults and was forgiven, 

Verse 6. The quality of godliness is 
due to the attitude toward God, hence 
that kind of n man would be disposed 
to pray to Him, Mayest be found 
does not indIcate that God sometimes 
is unwiJI1ng to be sought. But he 
will be found only when men have 
sought him after lhe proper manner 
and in the right frame of mind. FI()()(U 
of great waters means the waves at 
troubles that come over men in this 
life. The fioods will not come nigb 
him, r eferring to the man who has 
sought and found God. 

Verse 7. Hiding place does not mean 
a place of secrecy for a wicked per
son, but means a shelter for David 
because he had trusted in the Lord. 
C01npaJls with songs denoles that God 
would surround David with the condi· 
tions that would cause him to give a 
song of deliverance. 

Verse &. I stands for the Lord who 
is answering the prayer of David. 
Guide thee with mine eye refers to 
the oversight that God always has for 
his people. There is an eye watching 
over the righteous and looking out for 
the welfare of those who desire coun
sel in the uncertain ways of the world, 

Verse 9. This verse is also the lan
guage of God giving admonition to 
man. The beast requires some mechan
ical means to guide him, but man 
should use his reasoning faculti es and 
apply the Instructions that come from 
the Lord. 

Verse 10. Righteous men often have 
sorrows, but they are not the sorrows 
of penitence like the experiences of 
the wicked, Mercy shall compass or 
s urround the man who puts hi s trust 
in the Lord. 

Verse 11. Glad and re joice are about 
the same practically. The first refers 
espeCially to the state of mind and 
the second to the expression of ft. 
Shout is a stronger word than r ejoice. 
It is defined in Strong's lexicon, "to 
creak (or emit a stridulous [shrill] 
sound)," 
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PSALMS 33 
Verse 1. The fi rs t definition of t he 

original for comely is "su1table." The 
expresSion is significant and agrees 
with a principle that is taught 
throughout the Bible. Praise is a term 
connected with the services offered to 
GOd. It is suitable or conSistent for 
the upri ght to offer the service of 
'praise to God. It is out ot ()Inee for 
the wicked to pre tend tha t they wish 
to praise the Lord. 

Verse 2. It Is a well-known truth 
that David's s pec ialty in the field of 
religious exercises was the musical 
instruments of va rtous kInds; so this 
Verse Is in true form. Tbe harp was 
the national instrument of the He
brews. It was a s tringed Ins trument 
a nd was played on with a plec trum, 
an attacbment worn on the finger. The 
psaltery also was a stringed instru
ment and specially used to accompany 
the voice. Ten st rings is only a de tail 
of the kind of instrument David meant 
when he sa id to praise the Lord with 
the psaltery, the word and not being 
in the original. 

Verse 3. S kilfully with a loud noise 
means to play correctly as to the 
proper st rings plucked, and also to 
make it emphatic. It was to ac
company a new song. 

Verse 4. The w orks of the Lord pCI" 
ta in to his dealings with men, hence 
tbey could properly be said to be ac. 
cOI'ding to truth. This. then, bas reo 
ference to the intellectual activities of 
the Lord instead of his mechanical 
ones, which agrees with the first clause 
of the verse on the subject of the word. 
of the Lord. 

Verse 5. God loves a man who is 
righteous ; and tha t means he will be 
just in his dealings wi th his fellow
men. And there_ is an example to fa). 
low, for the earth is full of the good. 
n ess or good things of the Lord. 

Verse 6. This refers to the week of 
creation. "And God said" were the 
WOrds that were used and the only 
means by Which the Creator brought 
the things into eXistence. This is 
affirmed in Reb. 11: 3 in conenction 
with the subject ot faith . 

Verse 7. This refers to God's control 
of the sea. 

Ve l'se 10. A heathen naUon may 
plan to oppOse the interests of God 
but they will be overthrown. The 
E gYPtian nation intended to destroy 
the Is raelites but mel defeat itself in 
the death of all its men in the march, 
including their king. 

Verse 11. God can see the end from 
the beginning. Because of that he 
can give counselor advice that will 
prove to be COrrect in the coming ages. 

Verse 12. The Jewish nation is 
spec ifically tile one meant in this 
ve rse. In an extended sense it is true 
tha t any na t ion that acknowledges 
God (the sc lf·Existent One) as its 
Lord (ruler) will be in more favor. 
Th is principle was taught to the Baby. 
Ionian king (Dan. 4: 17). 

Verse 13. The Lord as a personal 
Being is in heaven and from there he 
can see all of the actions of men. 

Verse 14. This is practica lly the 
same as the preceding verse. H a fdta. 
tion is a place where a person habi
tua1) y dwell s. God's spirit is every. 
whe re, but his person is on his throne 
in the Eternal City. 

Ver se 15. God is the maker of all 
the hearts of men. The one who makes 
a piece of mechanism would certainly 
unde rstand all about its working. It 
it did not per form in the way he ex
pected he should understand what 
was Wrong. On that baSis the Lord 
understands the failures of the hea.rts 
of men since he fashioned aU of them. 

Verse 16. Numbers a lone will not 
count when a rrayed on the wrong 
s ide. Gideon WOn in the confilct with 
the l\l1dianites although he had but 
300 men. But they wer e sUpported by 
the Lord and that outweigned all 
other considera tions. Paul had this 
idea in mind in Rom. 8 : 31. 

Ver se 17. 1Ve know that David did 
not discount the actual usefulness of 
the hor sc, for he had seen him in 
action in many a bat tle. We must 
look tor some compal'ison that he had 
in mind. H e meant that the mere 
strength of the animal would not take 
care of a dangerous situation, any 
more t han would numbers of men as 
per the comments on the preceding 
verse. 

Verse 8. Fear and awe are used in 
the same sense. They mean to have 
deep respect for God for his wonder. 
ful works of the universe. 

6. 
Verse 9. See my comments at verse 

Verse 18. Th is verse should be can. 
sidered in the light ot the two preced
ing ones. If a man so conducts him
self that the eye of the Lord ia upon 
him for good, he nced not be afraid of 
a million men on as many strong 
hors(ls. 
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Verse 19. Even when death by 
famine threatens a servant of God, he 
is able to provide tood fOI' him by 
miracle It necessat·y. (See the cases 
in 1 Ki. 17: 6, 16.) 

Verse 20. In the Old Testament soul 
comes from !,H~l> II}o:SH and its first de
finition in Strong's lexicon is, "a 
breathing creature." It could be used 
for the entire creatur e or ror only the 
inner part of him, anti the connection 
will determine how it Is used in given 
cases. Since the present verse speaks 
of an action reqUiring an intelligent 
attitude toward the Lord. the inner 
man is evidently meant. To wait jor 
the Lord means to rely on the Lord 
for help. 

Verse 21. The word tor heart has 
some of the same meaning as that for 
soul, ' but has more special reference 
to the emotional part of man. That 
explains why the heart would :rej oice 
in Him. 

Verse 22. ilfercy often has the idea 
Ilt leniency towa rd those deserving 
stern treatment because of ev il con
duct. It also means kindness and pity 
in times of distress or other need und 
is so used here. 

PSALMS 34 
Verse 1. To bless generally means to 

make happy when used wi tIl regard 
to man-to·man treatment. When used 
toward God it menns to praise him 
as the source of happiness. 

Verse 2. For soul see my comments 
at Ch. 33: 20. To boast In a good sense 
means to malie a strong Claim ot 
having some favor. 

Verse 3. Since ?n(lgntjv means to 
enlarge, and since man cannot actually 
enlarge the Lord, the clause means to 
enlarge our praises of the Lord. The 
second dause is practically the same 
in thought. meaning to bold the name 
of the Lord above all others. The 
verse also expresses the idea of a 
united action on the part of the 
people. 

Verse 4. God heard David when he 
.<;ought for him, which shows that 
prayer is one method or seeking the 
Lord. Professed children of God who 
never pray do not Indicate much 
eagerness to find him. David profited 
by his searching for the Lord who 
delivered him from the fears that 
were thrown round him by his ene
mies. 

Verse 5. The?! r efers to persons in 
general; thAt ls, all they who looked 

unto the Lord were lightened, mean
ing they were made to be cheerful 
and not ashamed or confused. Ir peo
ple would turn to the Lord for help 
in times at fear or other trouble they 
would find the consolation not to be 
had elsewhere. 

Verse 6. This poor man does not 
refer to any certain person. It is a 
general reference to some supposed 
instance among the ones called they 
in the preceding verse, 

Verse 7. God dwells in heaven in 
the everlasting city. but accomplishes 
his purposes by the use ot means. One 
of those means Is the mlnistration of 
angels according to this verse. The 
same is taught in Heb. 1: 14, 

Verse 8. Taste ana see, etc" is the 
same idea expressed by the apostle in 
1 Peter 2: 3. Sometimes children will 
refuse certain articles of food offered 
to them, and will give as a reason 
that they "do not like them." Then 
the parent will probably ten them that 
if they would only taste the foods they 
would find out that they would like 
them. It is likewise so with the child
dren of God in many instances. They 
imagine they would not relish the 
things offered to them when they have 
not even had the interest, perhaps, to 
taste and see, 

Verse 9. To fear the Lord means to 
reverence him. Want means to lack or 
actually have need. Peopie often de
sire or long for things they do not 
need. The real n eeds at mankind w1ll 
be supplied by the Lord tor all who 
prove to be worthy. 

Verse 10. Young lions comes from 
one Hebrew word. In their lack of 
judgment they sometimes are hungry 
for the very nourishment that nature 
has provided for them. Such a circum
stance was used by David to Illustrate 
the professed chtldren of God who 
do not seek the Lord in the appointed 
way. Those who do seek prOI)€rly 
will not 1liant (lack) any good thing. 

Verse 11. As a father would talk to 
his children, so David exhorted the na
tions under him to fear Or reverence 
the Lord. 

Verse 12. This verse was not worded 
as an inquiry, for every man desires 
the things named. It was another 
way of calling for the attention of all 
such to a suggestion about to be made 
as to how a man may obtain his de
sire. 

Verse 13. The first item in the 
method of obtaining the genuine good 
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things of life is to guard one's lan
guage. This idea is also to be seen 
in James 1: 26. 

Verse 14. The first clause is identi
cal in thought with Isa. 1: 16. 17. Re· 
pentance not only reQuires that one 
cease his life of sin, but he must also 
take up an acUve life of good works. 
Seek and pu,rsue fiTe different only in 
degree of meaning. Tbe second means 
not only to be eager tor peace but to 
run after it. 

Verses 15, 16. These verses are 
made to form one paragraph because 
they torm one verse a lmost verbatim 
in 1 Pe. 3: 12. Words should be under· 
stood by the connection in which they 
are found. We know that in the gen
era l sense the eyes of the Lord are 
everywhere (Prov. 15: 30), regardless 
of whether men are evil or good. But 
the context here shows the expression 
is used in a special sense and means 
that the eyes of the Lord are favorable 
toward the righteous. Because of this 
attitude the Lord will give a favorable 
ear to the cry or praye r of those who 
are good. Face includes tbe whole 
countenance and everything t hat 
would be used in giving attention. It 
means that it a man's life ts continu
ally one of doing ev'il the Lord will 
not honor his prayers. That does not 
mean tbat a sinner cannot turn to the 
Lord for mercy. If he will depart from, 
evil (v. 14) and show signs or reo 
pentance th e Lord will hear him. 

Verse 17. The 1"';ghteoU!t has no 
words in thp, original, but the con
nection in this and the preceding 
verses justifies their use. God will be 
merciful to the righteous. 

Verse 18. Lord is nigh should be 
understood in the light of the com
ments on v. 15. If a man is oontrile, 
which means he is pen itent and hum
ble, the Lord wfH be near him with 
assistance. 

Verse 19. Afflictions do not refer 
espeCially to physical diseases. The 
word means advers1tfes in general, 
including persecutions by enemies. 
The New Testament teaches that 
righteous persons will have such afflic
tions (2 Tim. 3: 12). The Lord in his 
own way will care for all such. 

Verse 20. David was an inspired 
writer and wrote many prophetic state
ments_ ThIs verse refers to the cir
cumstance that the legs of Jesus were 
not broken on the cross as were those 
of the thieves. (John 19: 36.) 

Verse 21. The judgment to come on 

the wicked does not always come 
literally In this lite. The unrighteous 
men who do not repent will be slatn 
with eternal death after the judgment 
of the last day, 

Verse 22. R edee-meth the soul is 
significant. The bodies of God's serv
ants may sufter pe rsecution and finaUy 
be put to death by the tormentors, 
but the soul is beyond the power ot 
man to destroy. (Luke 12: 4, 5.) Deso
late means to be under punishment 
for guilt of sin, and the righteou8 will 
escape that lot. 

PSALMS 35 
Verse 1. Plcaft is tram an original 

that means not only to advocate, but 
to grapple with the cause of another 
for his benefit. David called upon the 
Lord actually to take charge of his 
controversy with the enemy. 

Verse 2. Shield and buckler were 
articles worn in warfare. David used 
them figuratively in asking God to 
fight for him against his enemies. 

Verse 3. The articles mentioned in 
the preceding verses were for defense. 
The spear Is a weapon of attack and 
David used the word in a figurative 
sense also. I do not mean that he 
did not want literal protection against 
the enemy, but he expected God to use 
his miraculous power to give bim 
the h elp these Instruments would do 
In the hands of a man in literal war
fare, only in a more perfect manner 
and degree of success. 

Verse 4. Confounded and s1w.me are 
practically the same in etrect. Strictly 
speaking, the first means to be de
feated and the second means to be 
humiliated because of the defeat. Soul 
is used of the man in genera l, tor 
these enemies were not especially 
concerned with the spiritual lot of 
David; they were after bim bodily. 
Hurt is used in the same sense as the 
words about the soul. 

Verse 5. There were two reasons 
why David compared his enemies to 
chaff. One was to express their worth
lessness and the other was to indicate 
their destruction. Matt. 3: 12 gives a 
goOd descriPtion of the lot awaiting 
the chaff. Since angels are instru
ments in Gnd's hands to carry out bis 
purposes (Heb. 1: 14), we may under· 
stand why David mentioned them. 

Verse 6. The use of dark and slip
pery is to indicate that the en.emles 
would be hindered in their purposes 
against David. Persecute means to 
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pUrsue and defeat the enemies in 
their persecutions of David. 

Verse 7. It means they had no just 
cause for opposing David. The net 
meant a trap and the pit meant it was 
hidden so as to take David unawares. 
Digged Jor soul is explained by my 
comments at v. 4. 

Verse 8. The enemy had formed a 
Plot for David and he prayed God 
that the enemy might be caught in bis 
own trap. Such a fate was endorsed 
by Solomon (Prov. 26: 27). and 
Haman actually had that experience. 
(Est. 7: 10.) 

Verse 9. David was more concerned 
in his sou] than his body, In spite of 
persecutions, it God assisted him he 
believed it would be well with bis 
soul. 

Verse 10. Bones is from ETSEM and 
Strong defines it, "n bone (as strong). 
by extension the body." David meant 
that his wbole being was engaged in 
praise for the Lord for hIs many good 
deeds unto the untortunate. 

Verse 11. If a man lives righteously 
the only kInd of testimony that can be 
against him is falsehood. Naturally, 
then, such cbarges would concern 
some form at misconduct at which he 
knew not. 

Verse 12. Spoiling is from SHEKOWL 
which Strong defines by "bereave
ment," and that makes the thought 
clearer. It shows the nature of those 
Who are so wicked as to return to a 
man some evil for his good. 

Verse 13. Sackcloth was worn in 
Umeli ot griet or anxiety. Instead of 
returning evil for good, when Davtd's 
enemies were in trouble he grieved 
tor them and showed his concern by 
clothing himself with sackcloth. Paul 
told Christians to "weep with them 
that weep" (Rom. 12: 15) . This senti
ment was further expressed by David 
In the form of prayer and tasting. 
Prayer returned means his prayer 
was not appreciated by those for 
whom it was offered. Tn other words, 
the selfisb spirit of ingratitude was all 
that David received for his unselfish 
in terest in the welfare of his enemies. 

Verse H. David had treated bls 
enemies tn distress as he would a 
triend or nearest relative, but bls 
kindness was not apprecIated. 

Verse 15. In return tor the kindness 
of David in their adversity, when a 
ltke misfortune came to him they re
joiced. The objects were the low char
acter:s who secretly plotted against 

David. To tear him meant they re
viJed him at his back. 

Verse 16. They were hypocritical 
mocke.rs in that they pretended to be 
DavId's friends, but secretly wished 
to devour him as a vicious beast would 
have done. 

Verse 17. For explanation of my 
darling see the comments at ch. 22: 20 

Verse 18. Wherever a large gather
ing of the people might be, David 
would utter forth his gratitude for 
the goodness ot God. 

Verse 19. David never did ask to be 
upheld In anythJng that was wrong. 
He only prayed that his enemies not 
be allowed to rejOice over him in their 
wrong·doing. To wink 10ith the eye is 
a gesture ot contempt as if they would 
humlltate him with scorn. 

Verse 20. David's enemies not only 
did nothing in behalt of peace, but 
wer~ active in devising plots against 
peaceful citizens of the land. 

Verse 21. Aha, aha, was another 
expression of ridicule and tun-mak
ing. Hath seen it refers to the mis
fortunes of David, and bis enemies 
were outwardly glad because of his 
troubles. 

Verse 22. K eep not silence means 
for the Lord not to fail to belp David. 

Verse 23. This is similar to the pre· 
ceding verse. It Is a supplication for 
divine help. God and Lord are used 
in one sentence, which indicates a 
difference in meaning. The first is 
from an original that means a Being 
to be worshiped. The second is from 
a word that means a ruler. Tbe com
bined thought is that God should be 
worshiped and obeyed as supreme 
Ruler. 

Verse 24. Judge means to pronounce 
a verdict, and to do so according to 
the facts in the case. David believed 
he had been righteous in his conduct 
and therefore was not uBeasy as to 
the judgment that God would form. 
In that case bis enemies would have 
no ground tor rejoiCing over him. 

Verse 25. David could not bear the 
thought of giving his enemies some· 
thing to gloat over. The mere fact of 
having some kind of unpleasant ex
perience would not have troubled him 
EO mUCh, but he did not want his 
enemies to claim credit for it. 

Verse 26. Ashame'd and confusion 
are practically the same and are used 
together for the purpose of emphasis. 
They mean for the enemies to be de· 
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(eated in their plots against David. 
Shame means a feeling of humilia· 
tion, and dishonor has the sense ot 
disgrace. All of these conditions were 
what David wished to come on his 
enemies because they magnified or 
boasted themselves against him. 

Verse 27. 'Ve should like the spirit 
of this verse, David was not Interested 
merely in his own weIrare, but wished 
the Lord to receive due credit for it. 
The people he expected to t ake such 
an attitude were those who were in 
sympathy with him in his righteous 
service to God. 

Verae 28. Thy r 'ighteousness had 
special reference to God's righteous 
dealings with man. Thy praise meant 
the praise that David believed to be 
justly due the Lord. 

PSAUIS 36 
Verse 1. The pronouns are a little 

indefinite as to person, but they both 
refer to the uicked. In their trans
gressions (which means rebellion ). 
they deny having any tear of God in 
their hearts. 

Verse 2. The wicked man coaxed 
himself into thinking that he was all 
right. That kind of conduct led him 
on until his iniquity became hateful. 

Verse 3. It is significant that the 
wieked man lelt off both wisdom and 
Joing good at the same time. The 
wisest man in this world is one who 
knows to do good. 

Verse 4. The antecedent of he is 
the wicked man of v. 1. In the hour 
when he is reclining he plans on the 
mischief he wishes to do on the mor· 
row. Sette th himself in a way denotes 
that he becomes "set in his ways" of 
unrighteousness. Paul taughl that we 
should "abhor that which is evil (Rom. 
12: 9)," but the man whom David was 
conSidering did not do that. Of course 
such a man would not hesitate to 
devis!:! evil plans. 

Verse 5. Heavens and clouds are 
used to indicale the extent of God's 
mercy and faithfulness. There is no 
limit to the mercy of God on his part. 
Man limits it by his refusal to meet 
the terms on which divine mercy is 
offered. 

Verse 6. In a number of verses the 
psalmist expressed his adoration for 
the qualities at the Lord by some com
parisons. He used some of the thingfl 
of the material creation for his figures. 
A mountain 1s lofty and great, and 
the sea has great depth ; so is the good-

ness of God. Both ?nan and beast owe 
their existence to the preserving might 
of their Creator. 

Verse 7. Strong defines the original 
word for excellent by "valuable." The 
term, then, means something more 
than a mere sentiment. 'Vhen God 
extends his kindness to the children 
of men, they recel ve something that 
is of actual assistance in life. 

Verse 8. Fatnes$ literally means 
riChness, and when used figuratively 
means that l'ich blessings are to be 
had in the house ot the Lord. A river 
is abundant in "olume, continuous in 
supply, pure in quality. For these 
reasons it is used to compare the 
pleasures flowing from the throne of 
God. (Rev. 22: 1.) 

Verse 9. A fountain has about the 
same meaning as a river when used 
as an illustration. It is continuous 
and bountiful. The light that comes 
from Gad is infinite. yet it is adapted 
to the needs of man, shedding itght 
across h is pathway. 

Verse 10. Know thee means the peo
ple who recognize and honor the 
Lord. They are tbe kind that have 
the right to the favors of God. This 
thought is indicated by the term near 
the end of the verse; the upright in 
heart. 

Verse 11. Let not the foot means not 
to let the proud enemies walk or move 
against David. Rem.ove me would in
dicate an a ttempt to interfere with 
DavId's re1ation at favor with the 
Lord. 

Verse 12. There implies the place 
where th e evil men had been cast 
down by the Lord. That Is, after the 
wishes of David that he had just ex
pressed had been granted. t hese work· 
ers of iniquity would be in that con
dition. 

PSALMS 37 
Verse 1. It seems a little stra.nge 

for David to give us this advice. after 
he has said so much about those evil
doers and manifested so much con
cern over them. It will be wen to 
read the comments at ch. 10: 1 in 
connection with the above remarks. 
But this verse is good advice. for 
after all these wicited men are not to 
be envied. 

Verse 2. This verse does not teMh 
that the wicked will be put out of 
existence as materialists claim, It 
means they will soon come to the end 
of their wicked plans. 
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Verse 3. Doing good is put before 
being fed, which is the same prin
ciple taught by Christ in Matt. 6: 33. 
lt is taken for granted that if a man 
really does trust in the Lord he will 
do his part in acquiring the necessities 
of life. 

Verse 4. The promises of God are 
generally made conditional. Here we 
are taught that a man will get his 
heart's desire if he will delight in the 
Lord. That is true, for a man who 
has that regard for the Lord will not 
have unrighteous desires. 

Verse 5. This verse has much the 
same thought as the preceding one. 
COmmit thy waN literally means to roll 
one's burdens on the Lord. The New 
Testament teaches this idea in 1 Pe. 
5: 7. Then after committing one's way 
on the Lord he should not regret his 
action but should trust in Him. Shan 
bring it to pass means that all desires 
that are according to the will of the 
Lord will be brought to pass. 

Verse 6. A beautiful object will 
look the more attractive if in the 
light. Likewise the righteous life of 
a man of God will shine all the more 
when brought forth in the divine 
light. 

Verse 7. This verse is about the 
same in thought as the first one. To 
rest in the Dord means to be contented 
in him and not be worrying at the 
success of the wicked. 

Verse 8. Anger is the violent action 
of the temper and 'wmth is the anger 
settled down into a steady heat; both 
degrees should be brought under con
trol. A man should not "lose his tem
per" over the success of wicked per
sons. 

Verse 9. The success of evildoers 
will be brought to an end in God's 
own way. To -wait upon the Lord 
means to trust and obey him. Those 
who do so shall inherit the earth as 
the New Testament also teaches in 
Matt. 5: 5; 2 Pe. 3: 13. 

Verse 10. tVicked shall not be as 
far as his activities in wrong are con
cerned. 

Verse 11. This verse repeats the 
statement in v. 9. It should be under
stood that no actual possession of this 
earthly globe is meant. But the right
eous people on the earth shall appre
ciate the good things produced thereon, 
a.nd later will be given a place on the 
new earth referred to in v. 9. 

Verse 12. Plotteth and gnasheth are 
used to indicate the intensity of evil 

men in their designs against good 
men. 

Verse 13. The Lord is never frivo
lous. but to laugh means to look with 
belittling on the plots of wicked men. 
God is able to see the end of such a 
wicked career. 

Verse 14. The sword and bow were 
used as weapons of war, but the 
wicked men used them as instruments 
of cruelty against the helpless. Up
right conversation means righteous 
conduct. An evil man would want to 
"get even" with a righteous one and 
could do so only by slaying him. 

Verse 15. The thought in this verse 
is that evil' workers will fail in their 
plans in the end. Their weapons will 
be destroyed or be turned against 
themselves. This will again remind us 
of the lesson about the Pit and gal
lows. (Prov. 26: 27; Est. 7: 10.) The 
same idea is expressed by saying, 
"Evil works its own rebuke." 

Verse 16. His little is better for two 
reasons. He obtained it by the proper 
means, and a righteous man will ap
preciate what he has and make proper 
use of it. 

Verse 17 . . Arms is from an original 
that has a figurative as well as literal 
definition. It is here used in the first 
sense and means "force." The forces 
of the wicked will finally be brought 
to naught. 

Verse 18. Lord knoweth is used in 
the sense of approval. Inheritance 
means the reward that the upright 
man will receive from the Lord, never 
to fade away. 

Verse 19. Not be ashamed means 
they will not be confused or disap
pointed in times of distress. The 
Lord will remember them and supply 
their needs. 

Verse 20. The tat ot la-rnbs is used 
as a sacrifice to God. The wicked will 
not be literally burned up as the fat 
is done, but they will be consigned 
to the wrath of God and their evil 
works shall utterly perish. 

Verse 21. Two opposite kinds of 
conduct are described in this verse, 
and the characteristic of the one em
phasizes that of the other. If the 
wicked man should repay what he 
had borrowed it would be only what 
strict justice would require. The right
eous man goes farther than the de
mands of justice. He shows mercy by 
giving to the needy who would not be 
able to repay. (See Luke 14: 12-14.) 
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Verse 22. Blessed 0/ him means 
blessed by the Lord. Those who are 
righteous come under this benefit and 
shall inherit the earth. For explana
tion of th is phrase see comments a t 
v. 9. 

Verse 23. Good is not in the original 
and should not be in the translation. 
The predestinari aDS teach that if a 
man Is good it is because God decreed 
it that way before be was born, and 
that his own choice bad nothing to 
do with it. They claim this verse 
teaches that theory. But God has 
ordered or pointed out the steps he 
wishes all men to take and has left 
it to them to make the choice or de
cision as to whether they will walk 
in that way. If they do, then they be
come good men. David understood 
this subject. for in eh. 119: 133 be 
states that the steps arc ordered 
through the word at God. When a 
man walks in the steps advised in the 
Word the Lord deligh teth in his way 
according to the statement of the 
verse. 

Verse 24. If a good mail falls it will 
be through the human weakness and 
not any fault of the way ordered by 
the Lord, In that case he will be 
lifted up by the divine help. This is 
like the doctrine in 1 J obn 1: 7. It is 
not the man who never makes a mis· 
take who will be saved, for there is 
DO such a man. But the man who gets 
right up and "tries again" is the one 
whom the Lord will help. 

Verse 25. Critics have tried to array 
this verse against the facts of life and 
against other parts of the Bible, but 
1t Is a strained application of the pas· 
sage. Almost any rule has some ex
ceptions. and the exception really em
phasizes the rule. It should be noticed 
that the rIghteous were not forsaken, 
which is a stronger word than saying 
they had never been reduced or in
convenienced. A good man may have 
to endure some hardships, but the 
Lord will take care of him in the end. 
There is another thought that is over
looked. David did not profess to have 
seen everything tbat ever took place. 
he was only teUing what he had not 
seen, We should be careful not to 
make a statement ot scr ipture mean 
more than the writer intended. 

Verse 26, This verse will shed some 
light on the preceding one. That same 
righteous man is said to be lending to 
the less fortunate, To do that he 
would need to have mare than his own 
lite required, which indicates financia.l 
success. That would justify a r eflection 

OD the other verse, that the righteous 
man cons idered was the industri.ous 
one. Such a person would logically not 
need to go begging for bread when he 
had enough and to spare, so that he 
could supply the needs of others, In 
this connection the student should 
read Matt. 6: 33. 

Verse 27. Forever means to the end 
of the age , and it is applied here to 
the span of life usually allotted to 
man. If he will follow the laws of 
God, to depart from evil and do good, 
he will have the assurance of the 
best things ot life. 

Verse 28. JUdgment means justice 
or the rights belonging to upright per
sons. The saints ot the Lord deserve 
his attention, and since He loves jus
tice he will see that his people receive 
it. Preserved forever . They may suf
fer death at the hands of enemies, but 
their soul can no man touch to de
stroy; God will preserve it forever . 
Seed is used in the sense ot fruit or 
product, and that which was brought 
about by the wicked shall be destroyed 
when the final lot of all actions is 
manifested. 

Verse 29. This verse is to be under
stood in the same sense as v. 27. 

Verse 30. Righteousness will not 
give in telligence to a man whom na
ture has denied. But such a man will 
speak the wisdom that God gives him 
in his ·Word, 

Verse 31. This verse confirms the 
comment made in the preceding .one. 
Such a man will not slide or Slip out 
of the way. 

Verse 32. In times when physical 
persecutions were tolerated by the 
government this verse would have a 
li teral application. Otherwise it would 
refer to the moral and spiritual de· 
struction that could be brought up.on 
the righteous. That is why Christians 
are warned to be on their guard. (1 
Pe. 5: 8.) 

Verse 33. Hin~ refers to the right
eous man of the preceding verse and 
his means the Wicked. A righte.ous 
man may have t.o sutter some hard· 
shtps, but when he is judged or put 
to the test God will deliver him, 

Verse 34. Watt on the Lord means 
to trust him and look to him for all 
needed help, In order to have the 
right to such favors, however, .one 
must keep his way which means to 
do the 1I.Jay the Lord wishes him to. 
I n herit the land is explained at v. 9. 
When that blessing comes t.o the right· 
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eOllS they will realize that the wicked 
are cut off or denied sucb favors. 

Verse 35. Bay is from an original 
that means "native," and green means 
a new plant that had sprung up and 
made a bIg showing at first because 
it did not have the "shock" of trans
planUng. The wicked man was com
pared to tbis tree on account of his 
tbreatening boasts of power. thinking 
to make others come and cower under 
him. The word power is from ARJYTS 

and Strong defines it. "fearful, Le. 
powerful or tyrannicaL" In the Au
thorIzed Version it is rendered mighty 
1 time, oppressor 3, terrible 13. 

Verse 36. This verse is a comment 
on the preceding one. A tree that is 
makIng a big showing because of 
special advantages will likely Boon 
die.' It Is the same wilh the boastful 
man in his wickedness and terrorizing 
over others. Such a character is 
doomed to final c;lefeat. 

Verse 37. Mark and behold were 
David's words for calling attention 
to the good man. It is significant that 
peace was to come to that maD In the 
end. He might have many trials in 
course at his journey but when the 
"last mile of the way" has been 
traveled be will have peace. The "end 
at a pertect day" is not as important 
as the perfect end of a day. Paul 
taught this idea in Acts 20: 24. 

Verse 38. End 01 the wicked means 
the wicked shall be cut off in the end. 
It Is the ovposite of the lot of the 
righteous that was described in the 
precedIng verse. 

Verse 39. The final success ot the 
righteous is accounted t'or by the 
fact that his salvation is of the Lord. 
The weakest man who is righteous 
wtll win out over the wicked, for 
the strength ot the Lord will hold him 
up. 

Verse 40. God will not save the 
righteous on the basis ot their merit 
or because they have "earned" it. It 
will be in reward for their trust in 
Him. 

PSALMS 38 
Verse 1. God suff'ers his falthfu1 

servants to be tested by the persecu
tions of the enemies. David did not 
mean to ask the Lord to relieve him of 
all unpleasantness. His idea was to 
ask for a modification at it. 

Verse 2. David likened the troubles 
suffered to come on him to the arrows 
ot the Lord. He did not mean that 
God directly aiIlicted him, but he 

sufrered the enemy to wound him with 
the arrows of persecution. 

Verse 3. David had always Call' 
sidered himself human and subject to 
the same weaknesses as other men. 
He believed that one's faithfulness to 
God needed to be tested in order to 
fortify him against his natural len
dency to sin. Tbat test at times was 
so severe that be described it figura
tively by its etrect on his body. 

Verse 4. Gone over mine head. 
means his iniquities had overwhelmed 
him. This means his afflictions, for 
iniquities otten has that application. 

Verse 5. It is well for us to make 
frequent reference to 1 Sam. 13: 14. 
The reason David was a man atter 
God's own heart was his frankness and 
wil1ingness to admit his sins and 
other weaknesses. He manifested al
most what we might term was an 
"inferiority comp)ex" in regard to 
his moral and spi ritual worth. That 
is why we have so many verses along 
here in which are the severe criti
cisms of hI mself. 

Verse 6. All at the things complained 
of in this verse pertain to the mind 
or inner man. David was greatly 
worried over the trials he was having. 

verse 7. Disease is not in the orig· 
inal and is not necessary. Loins bas 
a general menning and refers to the 
sources at strength in various parts 
of the body. The verse means that 
David was practically reduced in 
strength by reason of his many trials. 

Verse 8. This verse is similar in 
thought to the last one above. There 
is no evidence that David bad any 
speCial physical affliction. but bis 
many trials and persecutions had the 
effect at prostrating him. 

Verse 9. The second halt at this 
verse explains the first. David be
lieved bis complaints were known 
to the Lord. and that was why he 
made his desire known to Him. 

Verse 10. These are strong state
ment~, intended to express tbe de
pressed state at' David's mind over his 
troubles. 

Verse 11. Sore is a figurative term 
_to designate the hard lot that had 
come upon David. Stand aloof refers 
to the shoclt it was to his friends and 
relatives. 

Verse 12. The private foes of David 
have been hIs most dreaded problem. 
It would be so with any ot us. There 
is some chance at wrestling with an 
antagonist who will come out openly 
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with his challenge. but it is hurd to 
deal with a sneaking coward. 

Verse 13. See t he comments on the 
previous ver se. This offers the same 
thoughts in different words. If an 
enemy keeps his operations out of 
hearing of his victim be might as 
well be deaf. Or. he might as well be 
dumb since he could not have known 
when to speak against his foe. 

Verse 14. This verse should take 
the comments of v. 13. 

Verse 15. David was practically deaf 
to the activities of bis enemies be
cause of hIs finite knowledge. But 
God can see and hear everything and 
thus wou ld know all about the plots 
of the enemies against David. For 
tha t r eason he turned to the Lord for 
help and believed that his services to 
the God of heaven and earth would 
avan. 

Verse 16. David's greatest dread 
regarding his personal misfortunes 
was about the atti tude of his enemies 
toward him In his condition. He knew 
they would rejoice at an y calamity 
tha t would comc to him, and t hat was 
what be desired the Lord to prevent. 

Verse 17. Ready to halt is rendered 
"on the verge of a collapse" by :Mof
fatt. The thought is that his trials 
were at that very moment about to 
overwhelm him. They would do so, 
he feared, unless God helped him. 

Verse 18. Here is another reference 
to his sin. See the comments at vs. 
3, 5. 

Verse 19. UsuallY those who are un· 
righteous arc in the majority; it was 
so in the case of David's enemies. As 
they were 'multiplied. that gave them 
the strength tha t comes from numbers. 
Such strength, however. will not avail 
when God enter s the situation, hence 
David made his appeal to Him. 

Verse 20. It would be taken for 
granted tha t those who would retur n 
evil for good to a man would be his 
adversaries. That was not the infor
mation David intended to impart in 
this verse. The s ignificant idea is 
the motive he assigned to them ; that 
it was because he followed that which 
was good. ]t has been the general 
history of mankind that a wicked 
person will ' dIslike one who is good. 

Verses 21, 22. David expected his 
enemies to continue their persecutions 
against him. therefore he was ear
nestly praying to God for relief. Make 
haste is a phrase that refers to David's 
feeling of eagerness rather than to 
the action at God. 

PSALMS 39 
Verse 1. David expressed the senti· 

ments of this verse in cll. 19: 14. He 
knew the r elation between a man's 
words and hIs action . That is why he 
resolved to bridle his mouth. This 
thought is expressed in James 3: 3. 

Verse 2. Even f ro-m goOd means that 
even when the facts would bave heen 
in his favor he refrained from "talk
ing back." This restraint caused his 
troubles to burn 1n him, yet for the 
better effect he practiced control of 
his mouth. 

Verse 3. There Is a limit to human 
endurance. The proper control of the 
tongue does not require that a pel'son 
should never speak out against a 
wrong. The fire burncd refers to the 
heat in his heart while he was think
ing over the injustices heaped upon 
him by his enemies. The fire at las t 
broke out in the form at speech b y 
his tongue. But it was not in rashness 
nor undue haste. for he mused over 
the s itua tion a while first. This is 
like the teaching in the New Testa
ment (Jas. 1: 19), " let every man 
be .. . s low to speak. slow to wrath." 

Verse 4. David did not expect the 
Lord to name the day on which he 
would di e. .Uakc to kUftw meant to 
help him r ealize the shortness and 
ullcer tainly of this life. 

Ver se 5, This verse is about the 
same in thought as the preceding one. 
H expresses the same idea concerning 
\vhich DavId prayed to God, which is 
to the effect that man's life, at best, 
is brief. This wlll remind us of James 
4; 15. 

Verse 6. This verse is a general 
r eference to the actions ot men. They 
are mare interested in this life than 
in the one to come. They act as if 
they would live here forever to enjoy 
the riches they have accumula ted. It 
is foolish tor a man thus to spend his 
days in t hat way, tal' he will not s tay 
here a lways, no r does he know just 
who w1l1 get to use the ri ches he has 
spent his li fe to produce. Thi s thought 
also is offered in the New Testament 
(Luke 12; 20). 

Verse 7. W lult wait I jor means 
there is nO r eason to look further than 
to the Lord for help. There is no hope 
worth cherishing not based on the 
promises at God. 

Verse 8. A ll my tmnsg'rcssions does 
not necessarily mean a confession of 
any specifiC sins. It. is an acknowl-
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edgElment that any humble servant of 
God should make. 

Verse 9. 1 ·was dU1Il,1J means David 
did not have a word 01 criticism to 
ofter against the dealings or God with 
man. 

Verse 10. This verse is merely n plea 
for the mercy of God in his treatment 
of the children of men. While David 
used the personal oronoun I, he was 
speal{ ing for the human race as a 
whole as the following verse will show. 

Verse 11. Here we see the writer 
speaks of ma.n in general which 
shows he did not have anything 
special in mind about his own ex
periences under tbe discipline of Gad. 
But the ch astisement coming from 
the Lord will expose the vantty of 
maD'S earthly pre tentions and desires. 
It will make them appear as flimsy 
as the moth that shines brilliantly in 
the light at the moment and in the 
n Elx t is gone out of sight. 

Verse 12. This is another applica· 
tion to God for his mercy and gUid· 
ance. Stranger 1vit h thee means David 
was here for a time only and would 
soon pass away. He wished to puss the 
few years of his life on this earth 
under the care of the Lord. 

Verse 13. Go hence means to go 
from here. Be no more means he will 
not be living on the earth any more 
after death. 

PSALMS 40 
Verse 1. Wait ed is from an origInal 

that Strong defines (figuratively), 
"to expect." The verse meanS that 
David had hope in the Lord. If a per
son hopes for a thing he will be patient 
in waiting for ft. This thought is 
given in Rom. 8: 25. 

Verse 2. Pit and miry Claw are 
figurative, meaning the lowly condi
tion David's foes were forcing upon 
him. The rock was the foundation of 
truth on which God placed his teet 
along the pathway of life. 

Verse 3. A new song denoted that 
David was enabled to sing with re
newed spirits; that he could otter a 
song of rejoicing. God was so gracious 
to him that he was able to sing praises 
because of his triumph over his 
enem ies. This was so much in evl· 
dence that others could realize it and 
were induced to r espect the Lord. 

Verse 4. Trust in the Lord is Bet 
over against being proud. 'Ve thus 
see that pride can be manifested in 
more than one way. Another contrast 
that is indicated is between t rust in 

God on the one hand, and turning to 
lies on the other. Any statement that 
questions the faithfulness of God Is a 
falsehood. 

Verse 5. This verse simply teaches 
that the wonderful works of God are 
"too numerous to mention." 

Verses 6-8. This paragraph is a 
proPhecy of Christ and is quoted in 
Heb. 10: 5-7. David was writing by 
inspiration and with his prophetic 
eye he could see Christ as be came 
into the world to become the supreme 
sacrifice for sin. An extended explana· 
tion of this prophecy will be found in 
its proper place in the New Testament. 

Verse 9. This verse is less definite 
than the preceding paragraph. It is 
prophetic of the work of Christ. and 
also describes the activities of David 
in the congregation of Israel over 
which he was king. 

Verse 10. This also has the twofold 
applicatlon noted in the preceding 
verse. Both David and Christ imparted 
their knowledge of God to the people. 

Verse 11. David came back to his 
personal needs, and, as he had so 
often done, prayed for the mercies of 
GOd. 

Verse 12. Evils and iniquities are 
used In the same sense, referring to 
the afflictions that David was sutrer 
ing. They had been caused by his 
enemies and were severe enough to 
"break his heart." 

Verse 13. David feared he would be 
overwhelmed by his trouble unless 
the Lord gave him speedy assistance. 

Verse 14. Ashamed and confounded 
means to be humiliated and defeated. 

Verse 15. Desolate for a re'WOird 
denoted that David's enemies were to 
find no way out of their humiliation. 
Aha, a.ha is a term of ridicule. 

Verse 16. David prayed for the favor 
of God to come on certain persons. It 
was on condition. however, that they 
reve rence and ser ve Him. 

Verse 17. Poor and needy did not 
refer to temporal possessions. for 
David had a sufficiency of those things 
and to spare. It was said with reo 
ference to his human weaknesses as 
if he would have said, " I need thee 
every hour." Afake no tarrying is an 
expression of earnestness in pleading 
for divine help. 

PSALMS 41 
Verse 1. So much of the activity of 

mankind is far th p. gaining or the 
things at this worJd that selfishness 
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has become one of the most outstand· 
tng traits. Because of tbat fact we 
observe that David has very frequently 
referred to the fine but rare practice 
of helping the poor. So this is another 
verse to show how the Lord considers 
the subject and how he will treat the 
persons concerned. 

Verse 2. This verse expresses the 
same thoughts as the first verse. God 
has such tender regard tor the poor 
that he will bless the man who has 
a like regard. 

Verse 3. Make is from HAPHAK 

which Strong defines, "a primitive 
root; to turn about or over; by im
plication to change, overturn, return, 
pervert." It means that when the 
merciful man is on a bed of sickness, 
the LOrd will take care of him. 

Verse 4. David had been good to the 
poor and therefore had reason to ex
pect the favor of God. His confession 
of sin did not refer to any specifiC act 
that we know of here. The humble 
servants ot God are always will ing to 
acknowledge their weakness. 

Verse 5. David prayed for the death 
of his enemies. That was a military 
age when physical force was often 
used against an antagoniSt. However. 
he never believed in using any un
lawful means to deteat even his per
sonal enemies. He wished to have the 
result come through the Lord, hence 
his frequent prayer on tbat subject. 

Verse 6. This means that when 
David's enemy asked for a v isit with 
him it proved to be in hypocrisy. 
Speaketh vanity means that the con
versations the enemy had were empty 
and not sincere. The real motive he 
had was to catch something from 
David about which he could spread 
some gossip. 

Verse 7. This verse describes the 
kind of Ol}position that was waged 
against David. The enemies would 
whisper or hold secret counsel against 
him, plotting some way to injUre him. 

Verse 8. 'Vhen David would appear 
to be hurt by the action of his enemies, 
they would pretend to believe they 
had conquered him. 

Verse 9. This is another passage 
with twofold application. The per
sonal experiences of David were so 
much like those that came to Jesus 
that occasionally the circumstances 
were described in language that could 
be used as a prophecy. David's close 
personal associates often proved to be 
his personal enemies, and took ad· 

vantage of their confidential relation
ship with him to injure him. (As an 
example of such a fact see the case of 
Absalom in 2 Samuel 15.) Tbis pas
sage is quoted by Jesus in John 13: 18 
where he applies it to himselt and 
Judas. 

Verse 10. Raise me up meant to help 
David against hIs enemies, and as it 
applied to Jesus it meant to bring him 
up from the grave. Requi t e them 
means to punish the enemies accord· 
ing to their just deserts. 

Verse 11. Both with David and 
Christ, when God came into the sit
uation, what seemed to be a triumph 
for the enemies was turned into their 
deteat. 

Verse 12. Integrity is another word 
tor steadi ness in an innocent life. As 
a reward for such a life God upheld 
DaVid and gave him assurance at his 
continued favor. 

Verse 13. Everlasting means "age
lasting" or endless. God always was 
in existence and hence there could 
be found no end to his existence in 
ei ther direction. past or fu ture. That 
Is the meaning of the expression 
FROM everlasting TO everlasting. 
Amen and amen is a phrase intended 
as a very emphatic sanction of truths 
just expressed. 

PSALMS 42 
Verse 1. A hart is a male ot the deer 

family. It Is a timid creature and 
will flee from any indication of dan
ger. In its fright and excttement it 
wUl become exhausted and long for 
water. David used the circumstance 
to compare his thirst for the Lord. 
Jesus pronounced a blessing on those 
who have such nn appetite (Matt. 5: 
6) . 

Verse 2. This verse is an emphaSis 
on the preceding one. David longed 
for the spiritual presence ot God. 

Verse 3. Of course this Is figurative, 
meaning his lite had consisted very 
much or lamentations over the mis
treatment from his enemies. 

Verse 4. Many of the men who were 
his enemies had previously gone into 
the house ot GOd. Now that something 
had lurned them against David he 
felt the sting of their enmity all the 
more because of indications ot their 
insincerity. 

Verse 5. This verse is an ettort to 
David to rouse himself from his de
spondency and think of the goodness 
ot God. He had been helped many 
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times before, so now why allow him
self to be so discouraged? 

Verse 6. This verse is more along 
the line or the preceding one. Lana oJ 
Jordan means the land made famous 
by the noted river. David recalled 
the multitude or wonders that God 
had wrought in that land and took 
renewed courage by trusting in Him. 

Verse 7. 'Vaters and floods and other 
like terms are used to compare the 
trials to which man Is often subjected. 
David was not criticizing God. yet he 
believed that the affiictions his enemies 
were suffered to pour upon him was 
due to the will of God and for some 
good reaSOD. 

Verse 8. This Is another effort at 
self-cheer over the final goodness of 
God. Daytime and nioht are opposite 
terms and used to indicate complete
ness of divine favor, 

Verse 9. This talking-to-himself sort 
of discussion was a torm at exhorta
tion intended by Dav id to get himself 
out or the mire at despondency. It 
was also tor the purpose of advice for 
those who would read his writing. 

Verse 10. David compared the 
thrusts of his enemies to the wounds 
caused by a sword. He was always 
greatly grieved when the r eality of 
God was questioned. 

Verse 11. See my comments at v. 5 
tor application to this verse. 

PSALMS 43 
Verse 1. The word for nation also 

means race or people and is so used 
in this place, The reference is to them 
as individuals and not as an organized 
group, for David was a member of the 
Jewish nation himselt and would not 
wish to be separated from it. But many 
of his fellow citizens were his personal 
enemies and wor/;:ed against him 
secretly. He prayed for God to deal 
with them as they deserved. 

Verse 2. God 0/ m,y stren(}th denotes 
that David could feel s trong only in 
God. Paul taught the same truth in 
2 Cor. 12: 10; Eph. 6: 10. The verse 
contains another ettort to bestir him
self and shake off his feeling of de
spair. 

Verse 3. David expressed confidence 
in the Word at God and prayed for 
more of it to be sent forth. He wished 
to be led by it according to the idea 
he expressed elsewhere, (ch. 119: 133). 
Holy hill and tabernacle r efers to the 
temple which was the place where 
God's name was recorded. It was the 

place where the national worship was 
conducted and where the spi ritual in
terests of the people or God were 
centered, 

Verse 4. Doth of the altars were at 
the temple and the sacrifices and ill
cense were offered thereon. David 
looked to that service tor help in 
times of spiritual need. While In that 
vicinity he engaged in praise service 
in connection with the musical tnstru
ments that he had orlglnated. 

Verse 5. This verse is in the same 
mood as many others at David's ut
terances, and upon which I have al
ready made frequent comments. I will 
add. however, that while he wrote 
from the standpoInt of his personal 
experiences, he was an Inspired writer 
and issued his instructions tor the 
benefit of his r eaders. Hence his many 
exhortations to rely on the goodness of 
QQd and trust him for his grace, 

PSALMS 44 
Verse 1. The hearing that David 

mentioned had a figurative meaning. 
He was refer ring to the events tbat 
occurred many years before he was 
born. When people accepted and ab· 
se-rved the sayings at God's Word they 
were said to be hear ing it. Thts prin
ciple is what is meant in Heb. 2: 1, 
for the things that "we have heard" 
had been said long before that day. 
and had been transmitted to the fu
ture generations in the Writings of 
the apostles of Christ. 

Verse 2. Heathen and peOPle denoted 
the nations living In Canaan when the 
Israelites r eached the land. Planteds-t 
then/, means God settled his own peo
ple in the land. 

Verse 3. This does not mean that 
the children of Israel did not have 
to use the sword. for they did. But 
that would not have conquered the 
heathen without t he help of GOd. 
lA-Uht of thy countenance menns that 
God's face was toward the Israelites 
for their good and prompted him to 
fight for them. 

Verse 4. God's right to be ruler 
over all was the idea David meant to 
express in this verse. Clothed with 
such power and might h e could decree 
that Jacob (the Israelites) be de
livered, and thei r enemies be put to 
shame. 

Verse 5. David's confidence of vic
tory over his enemies was based on 
his trust in the Lord. Lack at such 
faith caused the people to murmur 
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when the spies formed their evil COU
clusions about the land. (Num. 13 
and 14.) 

Verse 6. This verse repeats the sen
timents of the preceding one, with a 
specification on the negative side. It 
does not mean that no weapons were 
to be used, but that such weapons 
would succeed only when used in the 
service ot God. 

Verse 7. This verse starts with but, 
which verifies the comments I have 
made on the preceding one. Instead 
of relying on his material weapons 
for victory, David ascribes it to the 
help from the Lord. 

Verse 8. Boast is not used in a bad 
sense. It is true the word usually has 
the idea of vanity and display, But it 
also may be used as an expression ot 
gratitude, and of recognition of the 
true value of the things one possesses. 
It is used in that sense by David in 
this verse. For selah see my comments 
at ch. 3: 2. 

Verse 9. From here on through 
several verseS the psalmist seems to 
have reversed his feeling of triumph 
through the Lord. He complained of 
the misfortunes that he and his peo
ple had suffered at the hands of the 
enemies. Again it should be remem
bered that he wrote "as a man," yet 
was directed in his expressions by the 
Lord so that they became prophetic 
of the experiences that God's people 
will be su:tl'ered to r eceive in the 
futUre. (See comments at ch. 10: 1.) 

Verse 10. Turn back means to re
treat from enemy. Spoil for them,.. 
selves refers to the act of taking their 
possessions from them. 

Verse 11. This means that the peo
ple of God had been given over to the 
enemy for slaughter. In attacking a 
flock of sheep, some would escape the 
immediate destruction by the wolves 
of the heathen , but would be scatte red 
out over that territory and would be 
exposed to the dangel'S of future a.t
tacks. 

Verse 12. This verse is a figurative 
reference to a bad bargain for the 
p.urpose of comparison. If an article 
should be sold for a price far below 
its true value it would be said that it 
was "just given away," Of COurse 
such a transaction would not leave 
the "seHer" any profit. 

Verse 13. If the people were neg-
lected by their master, the witnesses 
would take it as a victory for them
selves and would give forth expres
sions of ridicule. 

Vel'se 14. A Vywon! as used here 
means that the enemies considered 
themselves superior to the Israelites 
and formed their witty sayings in the 
manner that would hold the victims in 
contempt. A shaking Of the head was 
a gesture of fun-making of the unfor
tunate people of God. 

Verse 15. An experience like that 
just described would affect a man of 
God wIth a feeling of humilintion. 
Da vid was given that feeling by the 
treatment imposed on him. 

Verse 16. Actual physical contact 
did not always take place between 
David and his enemies, A reproaching 
voice from them tortured him about 
as severely as if he had been attacked 
bodily. 

Verse 17. Let the reade l' please keep 
in mind the remarks at ch. 10: 1 and 
v. 9 in this chapter. Constancy to God 
in spite ot afflictions 1s the leading 
idea of the verse considered in this 
paragraph. 

Verse 18, A true servant of God will 
not waver nor step aside from the 
pathway of duty because of persecu
tions. He wlU press on in the good 
and the right way regardless of the 
mistreatment from the enemy. 

Verse 19. A dragon was some kind 
of monster and meant death to those 
,vllo were so unfortunate as to be 
thrown into its vicinity. It was used 
here to illustrate the rough treatment 
from the enemy that manifested his 
characteristics. 

Verse 20. the proviso if in this verse 
reters to what might have been the 
misdeeds of God's people. They were 
sometimes guilty, and when they were 
the dealings they got from the Lord 
was a just punishment. But at other 
times their affli ctions were suffered 
to come On them as a test of their 
faith. Such affiictions were adminis· 
tered through the agency of the enemy. 

Verse 21. Outward actions can be 
seen and known by any person of or
dinary intelligence. Only God can 
know the hidden motives of the heart. 
That is why he not only can see and 
punish the stretching out of tbe 
hands (a visib le gestul'e) to a strange 
god, but he knows if his people forget 
til e name of the true God wihch would 
be the seCret Of the heart mentioned 
in this verse_ 

Verse 22. Unknown to the psalmist, 
his prophetic eye was lifted to see 
some events of the far-off futUre. 
The events, however, were to be simi-
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Jar to the ones he had just been writ
ing about, in that they pertained to 
some persecutions heaped upon Gild's 
servants in the days of the apostles. 
P aul quotes this in Rom. 8: 36 and 
appUes it to the E'xperiences that he 
and other Christians were having. No 
one man could litera)} y be killed all 
the day lony. The meanIng is that he 
was in danger constantly. 

Verse 23. This verSe Is a plea for 
the mercy of God. It Is similar to 
many other passages which we have 
been considering. 

Verse 24. This is more along the 
same line. When the enemy gets for
ward with his program of persecu
tions. it would seem that God was 
hiding his face from the scene. 

Verse 25. The terms in this verse 
are used figuratively and refer to the 
state of humiliation to which the 
enemy had brought God's people. 

Verse 26. David did not make ally 
specia.l claim for help on the basis of 
merit, but asked for it on the ground 
of mercy . 

PSALMS 45 
Ven"e 1. Ind itiny is from RAeHAS H 

and Strong defines it. "a primitive 
root: to gush." Dr. Hull renders it, 
"bubbling over." The thougbt is tbat 
David was so full of the great subject 
that his heart was overflowing. He was 
eager to recite the things or sentences 
he had made (formed) concerning the 
king. He was so enthused oyer the 
subject that he felt as if he could 
speak with as much ease as an able 
scribe could. write It, which 1s why he 
compared hIs tongue to the pen of 
such a Writer. 

Verse 2. The pronouns are in the 
2nd person bu t refer to David. This is 
a clear and specific example of a fact 
described previously, tbat an inspired 
man could write by the dictation of 
the Spirit, yet write about himseU as 
if he were another. See the comments 
at eh. 10: 1. In the present verse 
David was considering HIe many 
favors he had received from God. 

Verse 3. Much of the fi ghting was 
done with the sword. To gird it on 
the thigh meant to make ready for 
action, and the verse was worded in 
view of the assurance David had of 
success In his conflicts. 

Verse 4. It Is well to ouserye that 
truth and rioht eottsness formed the 
basis of his expected success. Happy 
is the man whose tl'iumphs are al 
ways a result of that kind of motive. 

When the right ha.nd is said to do 
things it means the things be ing done 
by the hand of the ()erson are right. 
Thus the activities of s uch n person 
would resn1t in practical teaching for 
others. This teachin g would consist 
of the terrible things that were to- be 
feared or respec ted. 

Verse 5. The success of the conflicts 
with the enemy is the subjec t or this 
verse. 

Verses 6, 7. Again the Spirit saw 
such a likeness between David's per
sonal experiences or Circumstances 
and those to happen to Ohrist, that a 
noted prophecy of the lntter was dic
tated to the psalmist. This paragraph 
is quoted in Heb. 1: 8, 9 and applied 
to Christ. He is here r eferr ed to by 
the name of God because that is the 
family name and be Is a member of 
the divine family. It is a prophecy 
of the eternal character of his king
dom, and the same tha t is Predicted 
in Dan. 2: 44. A scepte r is a sort of 
baton or rod that a king on the throne 
holds, somewhat after the manner of 
a judge's gavel. It indicates authority 
to call a session to order and tben 
preside. In the present case the 
scepter was held rightful1y because the 
ruler not only loved righteousness but 
had hated wickedness. on Of gladmcs8 
is a figurative expression. In ancient 
times it was a custom to pour olive 
oil on the head of a person who was 
to become a ruler or other important 
public servant. Olive 011 was the sole 
material for artificial Ught, and the 
pouring of it over the head of a pros
pective ruler signified that he was 
endowed with the light of t ruth so 
that he coulrl administer his office 
efficiently. When oil is referred to 
figuratively it menns the person Is 
showered upon with special favors 
resulting in his feeling of gladness. 

Verse 8. Having worded his state
ments in such a manner that they had 
more specific application to Christ, 
David continued to apply them in 
that rlil'ection. Unknown to him (as 
a man) , he wrote several verses that 
are highly figurative and descr ibing 
the honor and splendor that would be 
given to King Jesus. The figures are 
drawn from the nttmltion that was 
anciently given to persons of high 
rank. The spices named ind icated a 
station in the life generally enjoyed 
by those being regarded with high 
esteem among the people. Ivorv is a 
valuable substance and was used ex
tenSively in works of art where beauty 
and st.rength were desired. No bUild-
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tng was literally made all of it but 
much of some of them was overlaid 
and paneled with the material. That 
was especially true of the r esidences of 
kings and other persons of high rank. 
(See 1 Ki. 10: 18; 22: 39.) The furni
ture of such buildings was sometimes 
also covered witb ivory according to 
Amos 6: 4. To leave a building so 
appointed, in whose wardrobes was an 
abundance or garments filled with the 
odor of these precious spices-to leave 
all that and go out among the lower 
ranks of the people would indeed be a 
condescension. That is why a certain 
religious hymn, composed in view of 
the humbleness of J esus, starts with 
the words out of the ivor y palaces. 
That hymn is correct for those words 
are a part of this marvelous group of 
verses on the prophecy of Christ. 

Verse 9. This is another figurative 
verse, comparing the honor to be due 
the King of Kings to the splendor 
heaped upon royal persons in ancient 
times. 

Verse 10. This verse pictures the 
attractions of the kIng's palace as 
being so great that any daughter 
would prefer it to the accommodations 
provided by her own people. 

Verse 11. The daughter who will 
show a preference described in the 
preceding verse, will be honored by the 
king and will be considered beautiful 
by him. Transferring the thought to 
the time of Christ, persons who will 
prefer to be part of the bride of Christ 
o\'er their earthly r elations will be 
honored by Him. (See Matt. 10: 37.) 

Verse 12. Tyre was an important 
city in a foreign country. Bringing a 
gift was a custom in a ncient times by 
which one person recognized another 
person or kingdom, ( See comments 
at Gen. 32: 13; 1 Sam. 10: 27.) The 
practice is referred to here to indi
cate the respect that was to come to 
the individual of whom David is 
writing. 

Verse 13. It is indicative of the high 
estate of a king that his family can 
be equipped with the gorgeous rai
ment. Such a state was predicted for 
the king in the mind of the Spirit as 
he directed David in thi s wonderful 
chapter. 

Verse 14. This vel'se continues along 
the same line as that in the preceding 
one. Needlework was a leading finery 
of old times and indicated a state of 
delicate dignity. 

Verse 15. Gladness and re joicing 
are practically the same in meaning. 

The first refers especially to the state 
of one's mind and the second is the 
outward expression of it. The compan
ions of the king's daughter will come 
into the palace possessed with such 
sentiments because of the favorable 
surroundings. 

Verse 16. This verse could not apply 
literally to Christ for he had no de
scendants. (lsa . 53: 8 and Acts 8; 
33.) But be was to have spiritual 
seed who were to be made princes. 
This was fulfil1ed when his disc iples 
became kIngs according to 1 Cor. 4: 
8; 1 P e. 2: 9; Rev. 5: 10. 

Verse 17. The perpetuity of Christ's 
reign is clearly predicted here. For 
ever and ever has the same applica
tion as Dan. 2: 44. 

PSALMS 46 
Verse 1. Present help means the as

s istance that does not wait for some 
convenient time in the future. It 
comes to the aid or one at t he very 
time of his trouble. 

Verse 2. Genuine confidence in the 
Lord will not shrink a t sight of any 
apparent calamity. Regardless of all 
charges threatened by the enemy. God 
will protect his own. 

Verse 3. Most of this verse is on the 
thought of the preceding one. Selah 
is explained at Ch. 3: 2. 

Verse 4. Rivers haTe always been 
regarded as important creations, both 
for diversion and as a necessity. A 
river was used to water lhe first gar
den (Gen. 2: 10), the Nile River sup
ported the land of Egypt (called 
"Slhor" in Isa. 23: 3), and the city 
of Babylon was adorned by the great 
Euphrates. Now we have DaVid proph
esying the most important of all 
rivers, the one to gladden the city of 
God in the Life Beyond. (See Rev. 22: 
1, 2.) 

Verse 5. The presence of God would 
assure any city of protection against 
harm. 

Verse 6. The heathen refers to all 
people who are not citizens of the 
Lord's city. It does not necessarily 
mean they are idolate rs. When such 
people realize the might of God 's 
voice they are put to shame and caused 
to rage in their defeat. 

Verse 7. A host may signIfy any 
large group of men. It is generally 
used, however, to mean the organized 
army or warriors of a nation. David 
was a man of war and very logically 
thought of God from that standpoint. 
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It would mean sure protection to have 
the Commander in Chief of heaven on 
one's sIde. God 01 Jacob meRns the 
God whom Jacob served. 

Verse 8. Strong defines the original 
for desolations as " consternation." 
The idea is that God's great works al1 
over the earth had filled the h eathen 
with astonishment. The heathen are 
the people referred to in v. 6. 

Verse 9. 'Vars have been conducted 
trom David's time until now and the 
Lord knew it would be so. We do 
not beHeve that an inspired man 
would contradict facts. The latter 
half of the verse shows he means that 
God ended or defeated the wars aimed 
against the righteous people who were 
worshiping the true Lord of the earth. 

Verse 10. David was speaking for 
God in this verse. Be still means not 
to be troubled, just as Jesus calmed his 
diSCiples in John 14: 1. God assured 
his servants that he would overcome 
the heathen and would be exalted in 
all the earth. 

Verse 11. This verse does not pre
sent any new thoughts. The psalmist 
concludes the chapter as he began it, 
calling for praises unto the Lord. 

PSAL.IIIS 47 
Verse 1. Clapping the hands was a 

physical expression of what was in 
the mind. God had shown his power 
over the enemy and the people had 
reason to rejoice. 

Verse 2. Terrible means to be 
dreaded by the enemy and reverenced 
by the people of God. 

Verse 3. God will use his own peo
ple as ins truments to bring the na
tions at the world under defeat be
cause of their wickedness. 

Verse 4. Jacob was the father of the 
12 tribes of Israel and hence the name 
is often used to signify the nation as 
a whole. God willed that his people 
should bave the good things of the 
world. to make a proper use thereof. 
That is why it was said that he chose 
the inheritance for them. 

Verse 5. A shout was an indication 
of triumpb in battJe (Ex. 32: 18). 
therefore the term was used in that 
sense in this verse. 

Verse 6. A shout for victory should 
be followed by a song of praise to the 
leader in the battle, (or it is he who 
made the victorY possible. 

Verse 7. King is used in its strongest 
sense. The word frequently is used 

with reference to secondary rulers . 
That is why Jesus Is called King of 
kings. The same thought is meant by 
the word bere as used of God. There 
is no ruler or power in the earth who 
is as great as our God. With under
standing means to use intelligent ex
pressions in praising God; not merely 
making a nOise. The same idea. was 
meant when Paul instructed Chris
tians to sing "with the understand
ing," or, in such a manner that the 
hearers could understand wha.t was 
being sung. (1 Cor. 14: 15.) 

Verse 8. Throne 01 his holiness 
means tha t God's throne is one from 
which a holy reign is adminIstered. 
such as tbat always issuing from God. 

Verse 9. Shields 01 the earth means 
the protec tion provided the people of 
the earth is from the God of Abraham,. 
the God whom Abraham worshiped. 
Together Is from Y ACHAD and Strong 
defines it, "properly a unit. i.e. (adver
bially) uni tedly." Since the shields or 
protection had been assured to the 
people of God, they were unt tedly 
trusting in the divine help and were 
assembling together without fear. The 
same though t is expressed in Micah 
4:: 4. which is a prophecy of conditions 
to be enjoyed in the kingdom of Christ. 
It is what is meant by the oft-repeated 
expression that "we may assemble to 
worship God without fear at molesta· 
tion." 

PSALMS 48 
Verse 1. The city referred to is 

Jerusalem and the 11t-Ountain is the 
government of God which Is holy. 

Verse 2. This verse pertains to the 
same subject as the preceding one. 
Situat iOn is (rom an original that 
means "elevation." It does not refer 
to it from a physical standpOint. but 
from the high honor that God had 
brought unto It. Mount Zion was that 
part of the city where David had his 
headquarters and aften called "City 
of David." 

Verse 3. The people came to r ecog· 
nize the institution of the Lord as 
one to offer protection to the righteous. 

Verse 4. The l.:ings meant the prom· 
inent persons of the earth; especially 
those who would have harmed GOd 's 
people had they not been afraid. 

Verse 5, When these WOUld-be 
enemies saw the safety provided tor 
the people of God they were troubled... 
That was because they realized they 
would be the loser should they attempt 
any harm to the righteous. 
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Verse 6. Pain . .. travail means the 
pains accompanying childbirth. Ac
cording to Gen. 3: 16 it was the decree 
of God that women should experience 
some pain in bearing children. After 
the sin ot Eve theBe pains were to be 
increased . Any unnatural means, 
therefore, used to try to avoid these 
pains is an attempt to set aside the 
will of God. These pains are charac
terized with such terrible keenness of 
bOdy and such dreadful disturbances 
of mind. that the situation is used 
to compare other condit ions of unusual 
distress, 

Verse 7. In 1 K1. 22: 48 is an ac
count ot tbis very fact. The great mer
chandising projects of man are noth
ing when s ubjected to the power of 
God. 

Verse g, DavId meant he had seen 
demonstrations of the power of God, 
as well as having heard about it. See 
comments at ch. 3: 2 on meaning of 
Se lah. 

Verse 9. Kindnes that is prompted 
by love Is more to be desired than 
that performed m erely from a sense 
of duty. All ot God's acts of kindness 
are thus prompted. 

Verse 10. This means that wherever 
the n ame of God had reached, it had 
been given the praise of men. Right 
hand means the things that are done 
by the hand of God are right. 

Verse 11. Judah refers to the nation 
and Zion means the capitol in Jeru
salem. 

Ve rses 12. 13. This paragraph is a 
chaIlenge to the world to inspect the 
institutions ot the Lord. The people 
are invited to take notice of all the 
strong pOints and then report it to 
their generations afte r them. The 
inplication 1s th at when the world 
realizes the perfection of God's great 
works it will make them have deep 
respect. 

Verse 14. The name God is from an 
original form that especially means 
supreme ruler. A Being who could 
provide sucb a bulwark as that des
cribed in the preceding paragraph is 
worthy to rule. Such ruling would be 
a safe guidance throughout life. 

PSALMS 49 
Verse 1. This is a call of admonish

ing for the world to respect the God 
of Israe1. 

Verse 2. No man is so low that the 
mercy ot God will not come down to 
him. No one Is so high as to be above 

needing the Lord. The rich in worldly 
goods are as nothing without God. 
The poor in material wealth may find 
true riches jn the things that God pro
vides tor all his faJthtul servants. 

Verse 3. The wisacnn and under
standing that David meant he would 
use would come from Gad. On such 
matters he proposed to meditate. (See 
ch. 1: 2.) 

Verse 4. This verse Is quoted in 
Matt. 13: 35 and applied to the teach
ing of J esus. It would be appropriate 
for David to connect his poetic and 
prophetic saylngs with praises on 
musical inst.ruments for they were his 
specialty. But the central idea was a 
prediction of the r e vealing through 
the teaching of J esus of hitherto un
known truths. 

Verse 5. lVhen :!ore means "why," 
and David was expressing confidence 
that he need fea r no evil effects from 
his enemy. Tha t was true even when 
such evils were of ?tty heels, which 
means they were so near as to be "at 
hi s heels." 

Verses 6. 7. The worthlessness of 
worldly riches for the soul is the sub
ject of thts parag raph. Could money 
be used to save the soul or men it 
would have been unnecessary for 
Christ to die. 

Verse 8. This verse will seem plain 
by noting that the antecedent of it is 
wealth in the preceding paragraph. 
And cea8eth Is from CHADA! which 
Strong defines, "A primitive root; 
properly to be flabby. i.e. (by impli
cation) deSist; be lacking or idle." 
The meaning of the verse is that 
wealth woul rl be for ever unable to 
ransom a man 's soul; either before 
or after death of the body. 

Ve rse 9. Man's body dies in spite of 
hi s wealth wh ile the soul continues 
to ex ist. That proves tha t material 
wealth is not good enough to save 
the soul from the judgJmmt of God. 

Verse 10. All classes of humanity 
arc subject to denth. Rruti8h is from 
an original that means, "subject to 
consumption or decay," and is a char
acteristic of mortal man. 'Vhen the 
human being succumbs to the univer
sal rule of death. all his wealth must 
be Jeft behind and hence cannot bene
fit him after death. Paul gives us this 
same truth in 1 Tim. 6: 7. 

Verse 11. It would be no particular 
".,.Tong tor a man to call his land by 
his own name. The pOint David was 
making was on the moUve that caused 
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him to do 80. He seemed to think 
that future generations would make 
no change in their property. and that 
the personal name of a former owner 
would always be appropriate. 

Verse 12. In ma ny respects man is 
honored above the beasts. But in the 
matter of physical death he is no 
better than the beasts of the fi eld. 

Verse 13. The generations that fol
low the above foolish men do not 
profit by their experience. Instead, 
they ap[)Jrove their saVings; that is, 
they act and speni< just as their fore
fathers did. 

Verse 14. Morta l man is as frail as 
the sheep of the pasture in the pres
ence of death. The up r ·ig1tt means 
those whose fa ith in God causes them 
to fashion their lives in view of a 
better existence to come. Such shall 
have dominion or have the advantage 
over the ones who live for this world 
only. 

Verse 15. This is one 0( the Old 
Testament l)aSsages that teach belief 
in another liCe after this fleshly one. 
The soul of man does not go (0 the 
flT(lX'C as we USfl that word·. ]n the 
Old Testament the word SlIJo:OL is used 
to signify both the place for the body 
after death, and the unseen state of 
the soul. It corrp,sponds to HADES in 
the Greek New Testament. The pres
ent verse. therefore, means that God 
,vill bring the soul out of the unseen 
state at the general r esurrection. Selah 
is explained at ch. 3: 2. 

Verse 16. The lesson in this verse 
is that we should not envy others 
when they become rich. Their wf'alth 
and other apparent advantages will 
00 them no good at last. 

Verse 17. Th is verse verifies the 
eomments on the preced ing one. It also 
agrees with the s tatement of Panl in 
1 Tim. 6: 7. 

Verse 18. The worldly-rich man en
joyed his goods w hile he lilWf. Other 
men also congratulated him on hi s 
s liccess. 

Verse 19. The rich man will go the 
same way his fathers went. Never see 
light means he will never come back 
to earth to live. (Job 7: 9, 10.) 

Verse 20. A man may he flooded 
with all these worldly honors while 
in this life. But If he docs not use 
them accordlng to understanding he 
will be no better than the beasts when 
the time comes tram him to die_ 

PSALMS 50 
Verse 1. The original for Goa means 

a supreme ruler, and that tor Lord 
me::ms the self-existent One. Both are 
applied to the same Being and it is 
affirmed that he bath spoken. Called. 
menns that all people of the earth are 
commanded to hear the divine voice 
from morning until night. 

Verse 2. Zion was that part of Jeru
salem where the temple was located. 
The government of God on earth was 
administered from tha t place. Perfec
tion of beauty indicates that real 
ueauty in its perfect form shines from 
that source. It is about the same 
thought as expressed by "beaut.y of 
ILOliness" in ch. 29: 2. 

Verse 3. Shall come means that. God 
will be in evidence. The fire rerers to 
the fiery judgments that he wlll send 
on the earth. 

Verse 4. Heavens and earth are used 
figuratively; that is, God 's call was 
universal. 

Verse 5. There was a general call 
to all inhabitants of the earth (v. 4). 
but this is a special call to the pro
[essed people of God. Oovenant by 
"acri fice refers to the great institution 
of national service, the central item 
of ,vhieh was the sacrifices of animals 
and the shedding or their blood. (See 
Heb. 9: 22.) 

Verse 6. Thl s verse is Similar in 
thought to ch. 19: 1. 

Verse 7. It was true that God had a 
covenant with his people which re
quired material sacrifices. However, 
such services were not enough unless 
the general conduct was right. Israel 
had often lapsed into a mere formality 
with their altar service and that was 
riispleasing to God. In other words, 
'he ritualistic fea tures ot the cove
nant could not be depended upon to 
make up for their shortcomings in 
personal nre. This thought will b~ 
pl'ominent in the next several verses. 

Verse 8. God was not going to 
charge his people with failUre to ofl'er 
the sacrifices or burnt offerings. They 
had not been shOrt in such pertorm
ances. 

Verse 9. I will nnt take, etc. God 
was not calling for more gifts of this 
kind for they had bronght their quota 
along that line. 

Verses 10. 11. The covenant of 
sacrifices in the first place was not 
for the purpose of supplying a need 
for the Lord. The very creatures that 
were being offered tn sacrifice had al-
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ready been the possessions of the 
Lord. 

Verse 12. Even if G<>d were in per
sonal need ot anything, he would not 
look to man to supply it. The very 
things that man could present were 
the creation of God. 

Verse 13. God is a spirit and has no 
bodily use tor the food of animals. It 
was not (or such use that animal 
sacrifices were ordained. 

Verse 14. With this verse the psal· 
mist begins to show what It is that 
God desires in addition to the material 
sacrifices. Generally speaking it con· 
sists in the spiritual devotions out of 
a pure heart. 

Verse 15. It God's people are COD' 

sistent in their professed service, they 
may call upon Him with the assurance 
that he will hear and bless them. 

Verse 16. God does not ask unright
eous persons to proclaim his 'Vord. It 
a wicked person preaches the statutes 
of the Lord they will still be the 
truth. And those who hear and ac
cept it wUl be blessed. But the wicked 
speaker will get no reward from God. 

Verse 17. 'Vhen a wicked man p.re
sumes to preach the word or the Lord 
it is from the wrong motive. \Vere he 
moved by the right purpose be would 
not himseJ! remain a wi cked man. 
But in his inconsistency the Lord re
gards him as having cast the truth 
away. 

Verse 18. The preceding verses made 
general charges of the one-sided lives 
of the people. Some specific accusa
tions will next be made, such as theft 
and adultery. 

Verses 19, 20. Deception and evil 
speaking are charged against them. 

Verse 21. The longsuffering of God 
had been mistaken for approval or 
their evil lives. The time for their 
chastisement finally came and God 
was rebuking them. 

Verse 22. The full severity of God's 
judgments had not as yet been heaped 
upon the people but they were warned 
to repent or such treatment would 
come. 

Verse 23. Sincere praise will re
dound to the glory ot God. Hence it is 
that the Lord promised salvation t o 
those who ordered their conversation 
or manner of life according to the 
divine will. 

PSALMS 51 
General remarks. This remarkable 

psalm was composed in connection 
with the lSad affair of David and 

Bathsheba. The student should now 
read carefully the 11th and 12th chap
ters ot 2 Samuel which will give him 
the historical setting. There was every 
indication ot genuine repentance on 
the part of David. Furthermore, not 
only did he fully repent and make 
unreserved acknowledgment of his sin 
to the prophet, but God fully pardoned 
him. That is, be was spared al1 per· 
sonal Or bodily punishment for it, 
though he was required to undergo 
some bltter experiences and losses as 
a result of his sin. And while he was 
forgiven his sin upon repentance and 
confession, as good a man as David 
would naturally feel humUlated by the 
circumstance. We know that wb.en 
God " forgives" he also "forgets," and 
that the frequ ent pleas in this psalm 
do not indicate that David needed 
more than once to be forgiven for the 
same transgression. Instead, we should 
regard the repeated expressions as 
parts of one great supplication before 
the throne of God for mercy, in an
swer to which he was fully pardoned 
and reinstated In the favor of Jehovah. 

Verse 1. David believed that mercy 
from God toward a guilty man would 
have to be on the ground of loving
kindness aod not on the merit of man. 
Hence we often read such expressions 
as the ones in this verse. 

Verse 2. Wash was used figuratively 
because there was no physical cere
mony to be performed in the case. 
The Mosaic system did have much to 
do in the way of literal cleansing. All 
figurative express ions are based on 
Hteral facts or actions, or at least on 
the possibility or such facts. David 
had such as that in his mind when he 
composed this verse and several to 
follow in the chapter. 

Verse 3. Ever before 1ne is rendered 
by Moffatt, "never out of my mjnd!' 
David knew that God forgets when he 
forgives, but that did not prevent him 
from remembering the awful affair 
himself. 

Verse 4. Against thee only should 
not be interpreted to mean that the 
persons involved had not been sinned 
against. Bathsheba had been violated 
and her husband had been killed at 
the instlgation at David. The original 
for only has a meaning tha t is equiva
lent to "chiefly." God is the creator of 
all things and persons in the universe. 
For that reason, any injury done to 
things or persons is the same as being 
done to Him. David used the expres· 
sian in view or that fUndamental truth. 


