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were sun remaining, the k ing of Baby· 
Ion finally brought into his realm those 
mentioned in this paragraph. 

Verse 31. Captivity of Jehoiachin. 
The taking ot this king off the throne 
in Jerusalem marked the "2nd cap
tivity" (2 Kings 24: 10-16), and the 
things about to be related here are 
dated tram that event. In the mean
time Nebuchadnezzar had died and his 
son Evil·merodach came to the throne. 
Frequently a new ruler wi11 celebrate 
his first year in office by some special 
act and ravor. Brought hint forth. out 
of prison.. Although Jehoiachln had 
been permitted to live after being de
posed, he was made a prisoner in the 
land ot Babylon until Evil-merodach 
released him, 

Verse 32. Set his thronp, does not 
mean that he was permitted to act as 
king, It means he was treated with 
more courtesy and distinction than 
other kings In captivity, 

Verse 33. Prison garments were re
placed by those worn by free men in 
civilian life. Since eating with another 
meant so much In ancient times, this 
dining with the king ot Babylon meant 
much for Jehoiachin. 

Verse 34, Jehoiachln not only dined 
with the king, but was given a daily 
serving out ot the provisions that had 
been prepared for the Babylonian king. 
We are not given the information as 
to the cause of this special friendship 
between this captive and bis master, a 
favor he enjoyed to the end of his life. 

LAMENTATIONS I 
Verse 1. This book consists chiefly 

of the lamentations at Jeremiah over 
the sad condltion of Jerusalem and the 
people for whom it was the capital. 
The book was written after the de-
struction of the city and thus atter the 
"3td capUvlty." Tn view of this fact 
all of the statements regarding that 
event should be regarded as history. 
Other remarks will occur in course of 
the book tha t are mournful predictions 
or (uture sorrows in store for his be
loved people, Some statements will be 
made concerning the future of BabYw 
lon, and still others will come ot a 
favorable character pertaining to the 
return of Israel from captivity. Ci ty 
sit solitary refers to the desolated and 
isolated situation of Jerusalem. This 
very condition was predicted in Isaiah 
1: 8, B ecome tributary means to be· 
come in subjection to another country. 

Verse 2. Israel had doted on many 

nations but none of them stood by her 
now. 

Verse 3, Because has no word in the 
original and if retained at all it should 
be understood in the light of the con
nection. The first clause should read, 
"Judah is gone in to caPtivity to sufl'er 
affliction and servitude." Overtook her 
between the straits means ber enemies 
found her in trouble and took ad
vantage of it. 

Verse 4. Ways Of Zion means the 
roads leading to the city where the 
national feasts had been observed. 
They m ourned (figuratively speaking) 
because no one was passing over them 
to attend the feasts. The rest of the 
verse is on the same subject. 

Verse 5. H er adversari es means the 
Babylonians who had become chief or 
exalted above the people of Judah. But 
the prophet admits that. such a sad 
state of affairs was just because it was 
from the Lord as a punishment for ber 
many transgressions. H er children 
means the citizens of Judah who bad 
gone into captivity. 

Verse 6. The beauty referred to was 
the naUonal and reJ! gious excellence 
of the city of Zion. The hart Is of the 
deer family and Is timid, especlally 
when he is pursued in a wilderness in 
which he had become impoverished 
through the want of food. The princes 
or leaders are compared to this crea
ture because they had been pursued by 
the enemies from a foreign land. 

Verse 7, J er u 8 al e m remembered. 
means the people who bad ltved in 
that city but had been taken into a 
strange land, (See verse 8.) After 
they got to Babylon they IuUUled the 
statement of this verse, which was 
also prophesied tn Psalms 137, 

Verse 8. J eremiah again admits that 
his people had sinned grievously and 
for that reason sbe had gone into cap· 
tivity. To deSPise means to belIttle or 
look upon with contempt. J erusalem 
had been so humIliated that her former 
admirers now considered her condition 
to be one of disgrace. 

Verse 9. Filthiness is in her skirts 
is a figurative way of saying the gullt 
of Jerusalem is evident, referring to 
the religious corruptions of the nation 
as well as the personal iniquity of the 
leaders. Remembereth net her last end 
means that Jerusalem was unthought
ful as to the outcome of her course. 
Carn.e down wonderfully refers to th~ 
completeness of the fall of the city. 
The prophet then expresses his per,-
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sonal sense ot abliction. at the downfall 
or his countrymen. 

Verse 10. This verse has direct ref
erence to the event of 2 Kings 24: 13. 

Verse 11. The invasion of Baby
Jon into Judah r esulted in condi
tions ot famine in various places. This 
caused the people to otIer their cher
ished persona] belongings for food to 
relieve the soul, that ts, to restore their 
vitality. And again the prophet .. takes 
It to heart" and considers the condi
tion of distress among his people as 
his own personal sorrow. 

Verse 12. Jeremiah's personal afflic
tion refers to the sympathy he has for 
bis beloved people. therefore the lan
guage of the verse is a reHection of 
patriotism. 

Verse 13. We know that Jeremiah 
was a righteous man and was never 
tbe direct target ot the Lord's shafts 
of anger. Hence, whHe he was pel" 
sonally affected by the situation, most 
of bls remarks were made on behalf 
of the people. 

Verse 14. Being a member of the 
nation of Judah, Jeremiah would have 
to share in the national disgrace. How
ever, God never forsook him but be
stowed upon him and olher righteous 
Individuals the personal lavor tbat had 
been promised. It will be well here for 
the reader to see the note in connec
tion with 2 Kings 22: 17. 

Verse 15. Mighty men refers to the 
princes and others who were leaders 
In the nation who had been taken into 
captivity (2 Kings 25: 14-16). When 
Jeremiah says me he is impersonating 
the nation as a whole. The last part 
of the verse is a figurative description 
of the stege of Jerusalem and the down
fall tbat followed. 

Verse 16. This verse refers to the 
personal grief of Jeremiah over the 
distress of the people of Judah. He 
calls those people rny children as an 
expression of the affection he has for 
his fellow countrymen. 

Verse 17. The spreading forth of the 
hands is a gesture call1ng for help in 
distress. Zion (or Jerusalem) is rep
resented. as a woman in pain and sor
row but seeking in vain for assistance. 
Th is is because the Lord had forsaken 
his people and regarded them as un· 
clean. The comparison to a woman in 
this condition was based on a law of 
Moses concerning such women (Lev. 
15: 19-33). Of course we should under
stand that she was classed as unclean 
ceremonially and hence was required 
to submit to the rItuaUsUc formula for 

cleanstng. And the chief uncleanness 
of Judah was ceremonial or spiritual 
in that idolatry was the outstanding 
evil. And in keeping with the proce
dure under the law, Judah was put 
away from God for a period of naUonal 
cleansIng in the land of ber captivity 
which did completely cleanse her of 
t his iniquity. 

Verse 18. The pronoun I Is related 
to Jerusalem in the preceding verse. 
While J eremiab Is the framer of the 
language, he is speaking tor the people 
who were guilty of the sIns that have 
heen the cause of God's wrath. The 
virgins and young men are especially 
named in the complaint about the cap
tivity. They were not any more guilty 
of sin than the elders, but the growth 
of a nation depends on the reproduc
tion of the species and the young per
sons are the ones upon whom the in
crease of citizens generally depends. 
For tbis reason it would be more re- ' 
grettable for them to be taken. 

Verse 19. I still reters to Jerusalem 
(as representative of the nation of 
Judab) and she is complaining of the 
untaithfulness of her lovers which is 
a figurative reference to the idolatrous 
naUons. In the Bible a comparison Is 
made between spiritual and temporal 
love, and unfaithfulness in one is com
pared to that in the other. Judah had 
flirted with idolatrous nations and ac
cepted them into her bosom (figura
tively speaking). but now those na~ 
tions had "jilted" her. They' not only 
did that. but also took from her the 
necessities of life (had thrown the city 
into famine) which caused even the 
priests and elders to give u.p the ghost 
and die. 

Verse 20. Bowels tn the Bible means 
the affections when used ftgurattvely. 
Tbe sad experience that Judah was in 
was having a depressing etl'ect on her 
affections and causing deep grief. But 
again the prophet makes her admit 
the rebellion that had provoked this 
punishment from God. Outside the 
city, abroad, the nation was sufrering 
the effects of the sword, and In the 
capital the people were dying from 
famine. 

Verse 21. The first half of this verse 
continues Judah's complaint of her 
enemtes, and sbe even mentions the 
attitude of the enemies who had been 
the instrument in God's hand for the 
chastisement of His people. The rest 
of the verse is against that tnstrument 
because God never would tolerate any 
jubilant attitude from those whose ser
vices had been used for the punish
ment of the unfaithful nation . 
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Verse 22. The language truly repre
sents the feeling at Judah against the 
Babylonians, but the remarks are 
worded by the prophet and are an in
spired prediction of the vengeance ot 
God upon that heathen people. That 
vengeance was destined to come upon 
them atter the nation ot the Jews has 
been put through the treatment neces
sary tor the complete cure from her 
national corruption of Idolatry. 

LAMENTATIONS 2 
Verse 1. This verse is a lamentation 

over the sad condition that was 
brought about through the righteous 
anger ot the Lord. Daughter 0/ Zion 
Is an atrectionate term tor t he people 
ot the Lord who had their headquar· 
terS at Zion which was the principal 
dis trict In Jerusalem. Footstool is an 
expression of humility which the 
prophet words on behal! of his people. 
Remembered not is used in the sense 
that the Lord did not spare his people 
when his anger was aroused to the 
extent of divine chastisement. 

Verse 2. Hath su,ullowe€l -up is a 
figurative reference to the overwhelm· 
ing of the homes of the people. Daug'h,. 
ter of J 1tdah has the same meaning 
as da14lhter of Zion in the preceding 
verse. The Lord is said to have done 
these things, but we should under
stand that he accompJished it through 
the services of the Babylonians. 

Verse 3. Horn in symbolic language 
Js defined as "power" in Strong's 
lexicon. It means the power of Israel 
has been cut off. which was done when 
the kings in Jerusalem were taken 
trom their throne. Drawn back . . . 
from bef ore the enemy denotes that 
when the enemy approached against 
His people he wi thdrew his hand and 
lett them to their fate. This was 
because they had sinned very 
grievously and caused His anger to 
burn like a flaming /ire. 

Verse 4. The Lord bent his bow by 
bringing the foreign army agaInst the 
land of Judah. In the same way he 
stood as an adversary against tbe 
capltal ot the country. 

Verse 5. All ot these afflicting cir· 
cumstances are attributed to the Lord 
which is correct. However, we should 
understand that He was dealing to his 
people the punishment due them for 
their abominable practices at idolatry. 

Verse 6. Tabernacle is from a word 
that means a fence or barr icade. and 
the idea is that God had withdrawn 

his protection from his people and 
suffered the enemy to invade the land. 
The so l emn feasts had been caused to 
cease in that the assembling place 
(Jerusalem) had been taken over by 
the enemy. To deSPise means to be
little or humiliate any person or 
thing. God had shown this a.ttitude 
toward his rulers in the capital city 
where the kings and pr iests had their 
place ot operations. 

Verse 7. Cast off his altar took place 
when t he Babylonians were suttered 
to intertere with the altar service in 
the san.ctuary which means the tem
ple. The palaces also were destroyed 
which were the personal residences of 
the k ings. The history of this event is 
recorded tn 2 Kings 25: 9. Noise Is 
from KOU~ and Strong defines it, "To 
call aloud; a. voice or sound." The 
word does not necessarily mean a 
boisterous use of the voice for such as 
that would not be done on the days 
of solemn feasts. The meaning is that 
the enemy raised their shouts ot 
triumph in the very house where 
God's people had expressed their joy
ful feeUngs on the feast days. 

Verse 8. Destroy the wan means to 
forsake h is defence of bis people and 
their city. Such is the meaning of 
the entire verse, figuratively expressed. 

VerSe 9. Gates are sunk into the 
ground is somewhat figurative, mean
ing they are a mass of ruins and are 
useless as a means of defense. Law 
is no more means there Is no one in 
positlon to enforce the law. The 
Gentiles were the Babylonians among 
whom the people of Judah were 
scattered. Prophets found no vision 
indicates that God would not com
municate any vision to them because 
they had made such an unlawful use 
of thei r position. 

Verse 10. This verse is a vivid pic
ture of the dejected state of the lead
ing men of the nation who were at 
that time captives in the land of 
Babylon . Keep sil-en-ce shows bow 
completely they were depressed over 
the conditions. so much SO that they 
were silenced. This very s ituation was 
predicted in the 137th Psalm. 

Verse 11. The people of Israel were 
general1 y aware of the miserable con
dition and expressed their feelings in 
more wnys than one. The greater 
portion of the several passages of 
this book are truly the sentiments of 
the people. However. while writing 
down their sentiments for the tnfor-
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mation of succeeding generations, 
Jeremiab is giving release for his own 
personal grief over the sorrowful 
plight of bis beloved countrymen. Fail 
with tears means he had shed so many 
tears that his eyes were exhausted. 
BO'UJeZs are troubled denotes that his 
affections were stirred up over his 
concern for the nation. Liver is used 
figuratively and relers to the heavy 
load ot worry that was agitating the 
Drophet. caused by the fainting con
dition of the people, especially as it 
attected the children who were de
pendents. 

Verse 12. Where is corn ana wine 
was a literal plea the children were 
making with their mothers. Nothing 
could be any more pitiable than the 
sight of hungry children and the 
sound of their cry for food. These 
children were so undernourished that 
they be<:ame prostrated in the streets 
where they had been the victims of 
tamine. 

Verse 13. Jeremiah is without words 
to express tully his anxiety for his 
people or to say anything that would 
cause them to be consoled. Thy breach 
refers to the great gap that bad been 
made in the defences and general pro
visions of security. Who can heal it 
indicates that nothing can be done 
for the present to head off the calam
ity facing the nation. It will be 
well for the reader to see the long 
note produced at 2 Kings 22: 17, 
volume 2 of this Commentary. 

Verse 14. Thy prophets refers to the 
false prophets among the people who 
offered lying assurances ot peace for 
them. (See J er. 6: 14.) By thus deliv
ering these flattering visions they 
prevented the people from feeling any 
fear of disaster, and consequently 
they did not make the reformation in 
their Jives that might have turned 
a1001y their captivity it they had 
started In time; now it was too late. 

Verse 15. The central thought in this 
verse is the impression that was made 
on the nations of the world when tbey 
passed by and saw the situation. To 
wag t-heir head. was a gesture of 
mingled surprise and contempt over 
the downfall of such a wonderful na
tion that had so great a fame in the 
civilized world. 

Verse 16. An outstanding charac
teristic of most nations is pride, hence 
the "face·savlng" movements that we 
often hear of on the part at great na
tional leaders. When a nation meets 

with some misfortune, especially one 
in the nature of a disgrace, it is nat
ural that others will express them
selves on the si tuation. Some may do 
so out of friendly sympathy, but 
usually it is prompted by a motive of 
exultation. It is always from this last 
named motive when coming from 
enemies as is the case at hand. Judah 
has been t erribly defeated and the 
Babylonians rejOice over it, even 
boasting that it had been their inten
tion of causing such a day to arrive. 
But they w11l some day learn by sad 
experience that the Lord bad suffered 
them to accomplish this end only be
cause His people needed some chastise
ment. 

Verse 17. The first clause of this 
verse confirms the closing portion of 
the preceding paragraph. Caused 
enemy to rejoice means that God 
caused the Situation that gave Babylon 
the occasion for her rejoicing. How
ever, that was not the motive the 
Lord had in the affair, therefore the 
exulting nation will finally suffer for 
her attitude toward Judah. Set up 
the horn means the Lord had given 
Babylon the power to accomplish her 
work against the corrupt nation -in 
Palestine. 

Verse 18. The misfortunes which 
the Lord suffered to come on Zion 
caused her to cry unto Him. The wall 
means the defences of Zion which had 
been demOlished, and they are · per
sonified as being able to weep for 
themselves over the sorrowful situa
tion. Apple . .. not cease. The eye is 
used in weeping and the figure means 
for the apple (or forces) of the eye 
to use its strength in weeping for 
the distressful situation. 

Verse 19. The unfortUnate nation is 
bidden to make its complaint before 
the Lord day and night. The special 
motive tor the prayer Indicated in 
this verse Is the distressing condition 
ot the chlldl'en who were starving. 

Verse 20. Tbis verse is still on the 
subject ot the condition in a famine 
and indicates that the people were in 
the depths of want and despair. It 
was feared that if it got worse or 
continued longer, the women would 
be forced to eat their own babies. Such 
a tragedy had been done in the past 
(2 Ki. 6: 29), and it was predicted 
that it would be done again (Deut. 
28: 53; Ezk. 5: 10). The word and 
after fruit is not in the original and 
is out of plnce In the translation for 
there is no call for a conjunction. The 
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phrase that begins with children is 
merely explanatory of the one that 
ends with frttit. Also, span lono is 
[rom TIPPUCH, which Strong defines 
with the s ingle word "nursing," The 
clause should therefore read, "Shall 
women eat their nursing children?" 
The same mad hunger might induce 
some to slay the holy men who were 
engaged in the services ot religious 
devotions. 

Verse 21. T he pain of destitution is 
sttll the subject ot the prophet. So 
many of the homes had been burned 
that th.e occupants bad to lie in the 
streets. The young men had heen 
pushed to the front in the wars and 
had been slain by the enemy. Thou 
hast slain means God had brought the 
enemy army against the land of Judah 
to punish the people for their trans~ 
gressiolls. 

Verse 22. J eremiah uses the first 
person in torming his sentences of 
address to God. but he is speaking on 
bebalf of the nation whose people are 
so very near to the prophet. Called as 
-in a solem.n day refers to the call 
that God had made for the enemy to 
come into His service of punishing 
the disobedient nation. The terrors 
rounct abo'ILt were those that the Baby~ 
lonians had brought against Jerusa~ 
lem. Tho se that 1 have swaddled Is a 
figurative reference to the rising gen
erations of the kingdom of Judah. 
They had become the victims of the 
enemy which means the Babylonian 
army. 

LAMENTATIONS 3 
Verse 1. It will be well for us to 

keep in mind both the personal ex
periences of Jeremiab and those of his 
countrymen. Tbe prophet s uffered 
some unpleasantness that his people 
did not because he " took it to heart" 
more than did they. Had they been 
as serious over the situation as he 
there would bave been more genuine 
regret on their part over the s tate of 
affairs. Another thing that will assist 
us is the fact that Jeremiah had to 
feel the sting ot di vine chastisement 
on accoun t of being a member of the 
nation and not as punishment for any 
personal wrongs of his. Rod oj his 
wrath means the wrath of God against 
the sins of the people of Judah. 

Verse 2. Darkness and light are 
figurative a nd are used in the sense 
of sunshine and gloom with reference 
to the conditions surrounding the 
case. 

Verse 3. J eremiah feels the weight of 
God 's hand as it is extended against 
the doers of iniquity in the nation. 
particularly the princes or leaders 
among them. 

Verse 4. No physical violence is 
meant here for the prophet was not 
su1'fering in that manner. Even when 
he was cast into the mire he was not 
harmed in th is way. But tbe distress 
of his people bore down on him so 
that it gave bim the feeling that is 
suggested in t he expression "old be
fore bis time." 

Verse 5. Builded against me means 
that God had reared up a wall of 
chastisement as to the nation in gen· 
eral. and surrounded the prophet with 
conditions like gall (bitterness), and 
t ravaH Which means weariness. 

Verse 6. D ark; places is said in the 
same figurative sense as darkness in 
verse 2, meaning the situation of 
gloom. This was true of J eremiah 
personally and ot the nation as a 
whole because ot the otHcial corrup
tions that had been practiced. 

Verse 7. As to the prophet himself. 
there was no escape from the hedf/e 
of heaviness with which he was sur
rounded. The nation was literally 
taken captive and there was no way 
of escape. The chain was the shackle 
of anxiety which was so heavy <.lnd 
strong that r esistance would be in 
vain. 

Verse 8. J eremiah had been told 
that his prayer on behalf of his 
coun trymen would be in vain for they 
would not hear h1m (Jer. 7: 16). 

Verse 9. Here is some more figura
tive language. Hewn stone indicates 
not only a strong substance for a bar
ricade. but also is dressed so as to 
form a still firmer wall. Every way 
he would try to go the victim would 
be met with this wall ot obstruction. 
making him turn bere and there to 
look for escape; that would cause his 
ways to be crooked or uncertain. 

Verse 10. The helplessness at one 
who is attacked by a wild beast that 
was unseen Is compared to that of 
Jeremiah personally and of Judah as 
a whole. 

Verse 11. This verse is virtually 
the same in meaning as verse 9. 

Verse 12. Thts verse may be under
stood litera lly and figuratively. The 
Babylonian army bad attacked the 
city with materia l weapons which in· 
eluded the bow and arrow, and that 
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would constitute the application. The 
arrow has long been named as a sym
bol of persecution and other distress 
(Deut. 32: 42; Job 6: 4; Psa. 38: 2; 
Jer. 9: 8)' hence the figurative sense 
is true here as 1t pertains to the 
prophet. 

Verse 13. This is a repetition of the 
preced ing verse in the sense of its 
main thought. A qu.iver is a case for 
ho1ding arrows. 

Verse 14. Yes, even ·as righteous 8 
man as JeremIah could not escape 
persecution from his own people. 
They falSified against him and even 
mistreated him by thrustIng him into 
the mire (Jer. 37: 13, 14 ; 38: 6). To 
be a derision means to be treated 
sneeringly, and that was done to the 
prophet by his own countrymen as 
may be seen in the passages cited 
above. 

Verse 15. Wormwood is an herb that 
has a bitter juice. and it is used in 
symbolic language to illustrate any 
bitter or unpleasant experience. The 
prophet regards himself as having to 
taste it through the chastisement 
which the Lord had brought upon the 
natton ot which he was a member. 

Verse 16. Ir a man were to attempt 
grinding gravel with his teeth he 
would get into serious trouble. The 
idea is used to compare the hard lot 
that Jeremiah and his people had 
been undergoing from the enemy. 
There was an old custom ot using 
ashes literally in times ot anxiety 
and distress. From this custom was 
brought the word into use figuratively 
under the like circumstances that 
called tor the literal use. 

Verse 17. Soul is from NEPHESH 
which Strong defines, "A breathing 
creature, i.e. animal or (abstractly) 
vitality; used very widely in a literal. 
accommodated or figurative sense 
(bodily or mental)." From this def
inition we understand the passage 
means that Jeremiah's entire being 
was denied peace. ,Forgat means to be 
removed and prosperity means the 
good things ot lite generally; these 
had been removed from the prophet 
through his connection with the na
tion. 

Verse 18. Perished from the Lord 
recognizes the hand of God in all 
the distress ot which the prophet is 
complaining. There Is no criticism 
agaist the circumstance. for he else
where admits the justice at it because 
at the misconduct ot the nation. 

Verse 19. Wormwood is explained at 
verse 15 ; gall has the same meaning. 

Verse 20. Soul meanS the wbole 
human being as in verse 17. The afflic
tions had humbled him Which is used 
in the sense of bearing him down with 
discouragement. 

Verse 21. Recalling to his mind the 
purpose 01' these affiictlons the prophet 
took bope in the outcome. He knew 
that God had brought them upon his 
countl'ymen for their own good, and 
that cheered him on to endure his 
own personal lot. 

Verse 22. Had the nation been 
dealt with strictly as its iniquities 
deserved it would have meant its 
complete destruction. But the compas· 
sian at the Lord saved the people as 
a whole from being consumed. 

Verse 23. This means the evidences 
ot God's compassion appears anew 
every morning. Thy faithf'ulness de
notes the Lord's constant attention 
to the welfare ot Judah. 

Verse 24. Boul is again used tor the 
whole man, and Jeremiah has hope 
that the Lord will supply his every 
need. both temporal and spiritual. 
POrt1on is from a Hebrew word that is 
defined "an allotment" in Strong's 
lexicon. 

Verse 25. To 'UXlit l or the Lord 
meRns to rely upon him and seek to 
do his will. Upon all such souls God 
will bestow that which is good. 

Verse 26. To hope and quiet ly wait 
are logically connected. If a man is 
restless and impatient regarding a 
desired blessing it indicates that his 
hope is weak. This very truth is 
taught by Paul in Romans 8: 24, 25. 

Verse 27. Yoke is figurative and is 
used With reference to the burdens 
at adversity. If a man has that experi
ence while he is young and strong, 
it will prepare him tor the tuture 
when he will need the benefit of 
strength that experience gives. 

Verse 28. Sittet-h alone and k eepeth 
silence means that when adversity 
comes he will not be overcome by it. 
Having accepted the '1fOke In his youth 
he is "prepared for the worst" or has 
htmseIe "armed" for it in the sense 
or 1 Peter 4: 1. 

Verse 29. This verse is one ot the 
strongest kind at figures at speech. 
Dust reters to a condition of humility 
and distress, and putting the mouth 
in it means to "bite the dust" accord
ing to an old saying, yet stopping 
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short ot actual death. But the idea is 
that it a man learns the wholesome 
lessons the "hard way," he may have 
to right to hope for better times 
ahead. 

Verse 30. The spirit ot reSignation 
to an unavoidable lot is the lesson 
here. 

Verses 31, 32. This paragraph is a 
prediction of the return trom captiv
ity. HavIng said 80 much along the 
line of hope for better things to come, 
the prophet considers it an appro
prIate time to make some direct refer
ence to those things. 

Verse 33. Not afflict willingly de
notes that God does not chastise his 
people just for the sake of causing 
them grief. The final good that might 
come trom the afflictions is the sale 
object in view. 

Verse 34. Many of the verses have 
a slmtIar meaning which is to dis
tinguish between different kinds of 
affliction. For instance, it 1s not God's 
desire to crush all the prisoners which 
refers to those in the prison of the 
captivity. 

Verse 35. It is not God's pUrpose to 
deprive bis people of any of their 
"rJghts," but only to punish them 
sufficiently to bring them to repent
ance. 

Verse 36. Cause means a contest and 
subvert means to win the contest 
merely by force whether right or 
wrong. The Lord would not approve 
such an act on the part ot man, so 
He would not do so against his peo
ple. It is true that the divine forces 
are In.flnitely greater than the human, 
but God does not use such force 
merely because he can, but it is be
cause it is just and tor the ultimate 
good of mankind. 

Verse 37. The Jewish nation had 
many talse prophets who threw the 
people into confusion very often. Those 
men were exposed by the failUre of' 
their predictions to be fulfilled. A 
noted example of' such a character is 
described in Jeremiah 28. 

Verse 38. Evil and gOOd. The 
thought will be grasped it the con
junction is given the emphasis. God 
does not act inconsistently, so if his 
children deserve eva (meaning un
pleasant experiences) tor purposes of 
chastisement, they are not given the 
good or pleasant, for that would en
courage them to go on in their evil 
course. 

Verse 39. This verse is an indirect 
rebuke of any man who would mur
mur at the just punishment tor hIs 
sins. 

Verse 40. Instead of resenting the 
punishment, the wise thing to do is 
to find out what is wrong with us. 
Of course it will be expected that when 
we Jearn what it Is, we will cease do
ing it and tUrn again to serve the 
Lord. 

Verse 41. The point in this verse is 
that our prayers should he sincere. 
When we 11ft up our hands In prayer 
to God our hearts should be in tt. 

Verse 42. Thou hast not pardoned 
applies to the nation as a whole, and 
means that it must sufter the captiv
ity until its end bas been accom· 
plished. See the note at 2 Kings 22: 
17 in volume 2 of this Commentary. 

Verse 43. Persecute is from a He
brew word that means to pursue with 
hostile intent. The hostility might be 
justified which it was in the case of' 
the Lord pursuing his disobedient peo
ple. His anger was in the torm of 
righteous indignation. Hast not pitied 
is used in the sense that God did not 
spare h is corrupt nation when it be· 
came so bad as to need chastisement. 

Verse 44. We are sure thts is 
another figure of speech. The literal 
truth is that their prayer for escaping 
the captlvity was not heard, and it is 
represented by a cloud so dense that 
even sound could not penetrate it. 

Verse 45. God has cast off his peo
ple as being unfit for His presence. 
They were turned over to the people 
which is from a word meaning na
tion ; it here refers to tbe Babylo
nian nation. 

Verse 46. It bas always been a 
matter of reproach for a nation to be 
subdued. The nation of Judab had 
been brought under by the heathen 
and the others opened their mouths or 
looked staringly at them as it in deri
sion. 

Verse 47. Under the circumstances 
of enforced ex He it was natural that 
Judab would be affected with fear, 
and the nation would real1ze it was 
in a snare or trap, That lett their 
cities and country at home suttering 
the results of desolating ruin. 

Verse 48. This strong figure has 
been used previously by the prophet 
and is an expression of the deep per: 
sonal feeJing he had. concerning his 
people. (See Jer. 9: 1.) 



120 Lamentations 3: 49-4: 4: 

Verse 49. Jeremiah wished for a 
fountain of tears to shed on behalf 
of his people. That not being granted 
him, his eyes trickled or constantly 
shed the water that was ind ueed by 
his profound grief. 

Verse 50. The prophet did not look 
for any relief from his grief until 
the Lord looked down. This evidently 
means to look with pity and to remove 
the condition causing the tears. Such 
a time was to come after the nation 
was chastised enough. 

Verse 51. Jeremiah was forced to 
weep so much that it was affecting 
his very heart or being. This was 
in sympathy for the citizens of Jeru
salem. 

Verse 52. Witnout cause means that 
the Babylonians did not have any 
personal reason for attacking Judah. 
They were only acting (unconsciously) 
as the agency of God for the punish
ment of Judah. 

Verse 53. Jeremiah's personal suffer
ings would justify this language, for 
he had been cast into the mire. And 
it was also true of Judah in a more 
indirect sense, for the nation had 
its national life cut ot'f by the captiv
ity. 

Verse 54. Waters of affliction is the 
meaning of this verse. 

Verse 55. The prophet was per
sonally cared for by the Lord be
cause he was a righteous man. And 
the nation was also promised relief 
after suffering for a while. 

Verse 56. This verse shows the 
answer to the prayer of the preceding 
verse. 

Verse 57. God is not slack in his 
care for his own. When the right
eous prophet appealed to Him he was 
heard promptly. 

Verse 58. We should not forget the 
thought suggested frequently in the 
comments of this book of Jeremiah, 
that he writes in a way that much of 
his complaint and pleading may have 
a twofold bearing. It may apply to 
him personally, or it may mean the 
nation as a whole. Beginning with 
verse 55 and through the end of the 
chapter, the verses may appropriately 
form a bracket and be applied to the 
nation in captivity. In that view of 
the subject 1 suggest that the bracket 
be so marked and given the reference 
to the 137th Psalm. 

Verse 59. This verse will give the 
reader a reason for the twofold ap-

plication of these passages as a whole. 
The present verse could not apply to 
Jeremiah personally and hence reters 
to the nation. The people in Babylon 
will see their wrong and call upon 
the Lord to help them out of trouble. 

Verse 60. The enemy took the wrong 
attitude toward the captives, and God 
was asked to consider it. The Baby
lonians had no national grievance 
against Judah and had no right to 
exercise any vengeance. 

Verse 61. Even the reproaches that 
were uttered by the Babylonians were 
displeasing to God and he was deter
mined to judge them for it. 

Verse 62. This refers to the re
proaches mentioned in the preceding 
verse. 

Verse 63. Sitting down and rising 
up signifies the Babylonians took the 
situation lightly. and drew amuse
ment from the pitiable state of Judah. 

Verse 64, The Lord was always dis
pleased when a heathen nation re
joiced over the misfortunes of His 
people. The Babylonians were serving 
a divine purpose by holding the Jews 
in captivity, but they were destined to 
feel the sting of God's vengeance. 

Verse 65. This is a true picture of 
the attitude of the Jews with regard 
to the Babylonians. It is also a pre
diction of what God was going to do 
against them. 

Verse 66. Persecute is from a He
brew word that means to pursue with 
hostile intent. That is just what the 
Lord predicted he would do toward 
the Babylonians after they had served 
the end desired for the chastisement 
of the Jews. 

LAMENTATIONS 4 
Verse 1. The materials named in 

this verse have a somewhat figurative 
meaning. The passage denotes the 
loss by Jerusalem of her glory, 

Verse 2. As clay is inferior to gold, 
so the sons of Zion (citizens of the 
capital City) had been demoted from 
the glory of free citizens to the state 
of captivity. 

Verse 3. The state of destitution 
brought upon the Jews was so ex
treme that many of the natural emo
tions were quenched, and human 
mothers became colder toward their 
young than sea monsters were to 
theirs. 

Verse 4. The famine is the subject 
being considered by the prophet. Hav-



Lamentations 4: &-16 121 

ing no nourishment due to the dry 
breasts of their mothers, the tongues 
of the babes stuck to the roofs of their 
mouths. When the other children 
cried for bread it was not given to 
them. Instead, the women even con
sumed their helpless babes as toad for 
themselves. (See chapter 2: 20 and 
comments for this s ubjecl.) 

Verse 5. The fallen state of the peo
ple is still the subject of the prophet 
expressed in figurative terms. Some 
had been accustomed to living on 
dainties and were not exposed to the 
rough side of life, but now tbey were 
wandering in the streets and were 
stunned with undernourishment. Em
brace dungh.ills is a symbolic descrip
tion of the condition expressed in the 
forepart of this verse. 

Verse 6. Punis1l.1nent of iniquity is 
a ll from the Hebrew word J\VON and 
has been translated by the one word 
"Iniquity" more than 200 times. It 
has been rendered also by "punish
ment" 6 times, and by our present 
phrase 4 Urnes. It can t hus be seen 
that the word might sometimes mean 
the results or consequences, likewise 
the retribution for the sin, as well as 
the sin itself. This verse means the 
punishment that Judah received for 
her sin was greater than was that 
put upon Sodom, not necessarily that 
the sin was greater. And yet, the 
people had committed idolatry for 
years, and that might be regarded as 
a more serious offence against God 
than sins of a moral nature such as 
that of Sodom. However, t he Jews 
sutrered national disgrace which re
proached them for a century, while 
Sodom was destroyed in one day. 
or the two instances of punishment 
that of the former mi ght be consid
ered the greater. 

Verse 7. Nazarite is from a Hebrew 
word that Strong defines, "Separate; 
I.e. consecrated." The word in its 
primary use meant a special kind of 
vow but came to be used of a ll persons 
consecrated to t he service of God, and 
it has that meaning in this verse. It 
describes in strong adjectives the 
former purity and glory of these per
sons while they were faithfully servo 
ing the Lord. It continued so while 
their Uves were pleasing to Him, and 
he bestowed upon them more luster 
than the finest of gems. 

Verse 8, After these consecrated 
men corrupted themselves with their 
s.bomlnable idolatries, the Lord de-

prlved them of their glory. The 
figu res of speech in this verse are a 
description of their state which con
trasted from what it was before. 

Verse 9. The ceremonial glory was 
taken from thsee men, and also they 
were exposed to the sword of the en
emy. or the two misfortunes, to perish 
with hunger was worse than to be 
s la in outright with the sword. 

Verse 10. See the comments at chap
ter 2: 20 tor this verse. 

Verse 11. This verse is both proph
ecy and history. The city of Jeru
salem (or Zion) was then in the 
hands of the Babylonians, and the 
people were about all in the foreign 
land. But they were doomed to stay 
there unttl they served out the sen
tence of the 70-year captivity; and all 
this was because of the Lord's anger 
at their sins. 

Verse 12. J erusalem had been well 
known for centuries as the headquar
ters for a great nation. The histories 
of David and Solomon and thei r many 
importan t successors had raised the 
city to a high standing in t he estima
tion ot the world. In view at these 
facts the people of other countries 
were SUrprised to see the Jewisb cap
ita l invaded and completely subdued 
as the Babylonians had done. 

Verse 13. According to Jerem.iah 5 : 
31; 6: 13, 14 these public men were 
chiefly responsible for the sins of the 
nation. If these wicked men were op
posed by the righteous citizens they 
"won out" against them by causing 
them t o be slain. 

Verse 14. The word tor streets Is 
also r endered "abroad" in the common 
version, These corrupt men roved 
about with the guilt of blood upon 
them. (See Jeremiah 2: 34.) Could 
not touch their garments. The law at 
Moses (Numbers 19: 16) r egarded 
one unclean who touched another per
son who had blood upon him. 

Verse 15. They refers to men in 
general wbo observed the uncleanness 
of these murderers and bade them de
par t. When they were exiled among 
the heathen (the Babylonians) the 
remark was made by those learning 
of the situation that these Jews were 
no longer permitted to sOjourn in 
their own land because of their un
cleanness. 

Verse 16. The men of the world 
(they at the preceding verse) are 
still talking and accounting for the 
dispersion of these wicked pr iests and 
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prophets. They understood that the 
Lord's anger had caused it as a pun· 
ishment. They now means these evil 
priests who disrespected the ODes who 
were still r1gllteous. (See 2 Chroni· 
cles 24: 18-21. ) 

Verse 17. The people of Judah are 
the ones talking now as it they were 
reminding themselves of some of their 
past mistakes. Watched for a nation 
t,hat could not save us. While Judah 
was threatened by the presence of 
the Babylonians the Jews looked for 
help trom Egypt (2 Kings 24: 7;' Isa
iah 30: 7; Jeremiah 37: 5·11); but 
the Egyptians could not save Judah 
from the captivity. 

Verse 18. They means the Babylo
nians, and the people ot Judah are 
still speaking. The presence of the in
vaders makes it difficult for the local 
citizens to be upon their own streets. 
End is near. The 70-year captivity 
began in the early days of the reign 
of Jehoiakim and the entire subjuga
tion was accomplished In the 11th 
year of Zedekiah. (2 Kings 24: 1 ; 
25: 2-7.) In course of this period Jere
miah did most of his writing, which 
explains why so much of it seems to 
be history and prophecy mixed. 

Verse 19. This verse is a complaint 
of Judah about the treatment which 
they were receiving from their cap.. 
tors. They represent the aUack as 
being so swift and general that there 
was no way of escape. 

Verse 20. Pits means the pitfalls or 
snares the Babylonians used to cap
tUre the people of Judah whom they 
named the anointed Of the L ord. 
Breath . . . taken denotes that the 
enemy was taking the breath of life 
from the unfortunate J ews. 

Verse 21. The reader has been fre
quently r eminded that God would not 
tolerate the attitude of the nations 
who rejoiced at the misfor t unes of 
His people. This verse describes such 
an evil attitude on the part of the 
Edomites who had long been enemies 
of Israel. Edam is ironically told to 
do her rejoic ing against the unfortu
nate nation while she had the oppor
tunity. The cup (of alTlictton) was 
finally to come upon th is nation as 
an expression of God 's vengeance. 
Drunken and naked are terms bor
rowed from the literal results that. 
often come from too much use of the 
cup of wine. It is applied to the stag· 
gering and shameful condition that 
was to come upon Edam. 

Verse 22. In this one verse the 
prophet predicts the punishment of 
Edom and also the restoration of Is
rae l. See verse 6 on punishment Of 
thine iniquity. 

LAMENTATIONS 5 
Verse 1. The prophet is st111 lament

ing the distressful conditions of his 
people in the siege. According to 2 
KIngs 25: 1-3 t he siege lasted two 
years and threw the city of Jerusalem 
Into the horrors of famine and pesti· 
lence. These forms of distress had 
been predicted as a warning more 
t han once (Isaiah 14: 30; Jeremiah 
14: 12); now the people cry unto the 
Lord for mercy. 

Verse 2. TheIr property had been 
taken over by strangers which means 
those tram the outside, and their 
houses were being occupied bY aliens 
or foreigners. 

Verse 3. These complaints were lit
eral, for the men had been slain in 
the conflict. 

Verse 4. In a siege all necessities of 
Hte are always rationed and often 
then they are not obtainable. Under 
such conditions the prices of the im
portant items are increased by those 
taking advantage of the emergency. 

Verse 5. Neck is from a word that 
Strong defines, HThe back of the neck 
(as that on wbich burdens are 
bound)." The verse refers to the hard
ships imposed on tbem. 

Verse 6. Given the hand denotes a 
gesture of submission. and the people 
of Judah had done this toward these 
foreign nations in their distress for 
the lack of food. 

Verse 7. This generation is con
fessing the sins of the preceding one. 
Borne thei r iniquities means they 
were suffering the results of the in
iqui ties of the fathers. 

Verse 8. An instance of the sub
jugation to servants Is recorded in 
Nehemiah 5: IS, and it shows the 
state of humiliation to which they 
were reduced. 

Verse 9. After the city of J erusalem 
had been overthrown by the siege it 
left the remaining inhabitants 1n a 
sta te of destitution. They bad to 
brave the wlldf'rness in search ot food 
and it was at the risk of the sword 
in t he hands of tbe Arabs. 

Verse 10. The ravages of famine on 
the conditions of health can scarcely 
be imagined. It will cause a torm at 
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irritating heat that will be reflected 
trom the skin. That is why the com
parison is made to an oven. 

Verse 11. It is an almost universal 
rule that where undue power is ob
tained. the commission or sex crimes 
takes place. The women ot Judah 
were sacrificed to the lust of the 
Babylonian invaders. 

Verse 12. Cruel tortures were in· 
flicted upon the leading men, and no 
respect was paid to old age, the tn
vaders being interested only in them
selves. 

Verse 13. To grind is from TECHOwN 

which Strong defines, "A hand mm; 
hence a millstone." Thts was what 
the young men had to work, and 
others had to carry such heavy loads 
of wood that they l ell (staggered) 
under the load. 

Verse 14. The gates of ci ties were 
the places of communication between 
them, and the elders or older men 
were the ones who occupied that posi
tion (Job 29: 7, 8). But that setup 
was .a bsent, for the elders had been 
carried into captivity. Under these 
conditions the musicians would have 
no inclination to play. 

Verse 15. This verse Is somewhat 
general and refers to the same sad
ness of heart the other verses describe 
concerning their situation after the 
invasion. 

Verse 16. This verse was true liter
ally and figuratively. The kIng on the 
throne in Jerusalem was taken off to 
the la.nd of Babylon. Also, the crown 
or glory of the nation had been re
moved by the humiliation of the exile. 

Verse 17. The people ot Judah had 
a prostrated feeling from both physi
cal and mental causes. Their eyes had 
become dim through much weeping. 

Verse 18. Mountain is sometimes 
used figuratively; it is BO used here. 
Zion was the capital of Judah and it 
had been made so desolate that wild 
creatures ran over it. 

Verse 19. The mourning people of 
Judah could not refrain from noting 
the great contrast between the throne 
of God and those of meo. The chang, 
lng from one generation to another 
does not affect the throne of God, for 
he is infinite and perpetual In power. 

Verse 20. The disconsolate people of 
Judah are stinging under the thoughts 
of their fallen state. Wherefore is 
from MAH which Strong defines, 
"Properly in interrogation. What? 

how? why? when? Also an exclama
tion, what!" The Jews seemed to be 
astonished that their fortun es had 
fallen so low in view of the power of 
God. The term lor ever is explained 
to mean so long time. Human experi~ 
ence t ells one that a few years seem 
like many when he is in dlscomfort. 

Verse 21. This verse may properly 
be regarded both as prophecy and 
present desire. The unfortunate citi
zens of Judah were then in a state of 
complete dejection; those especially 
who were in the land of Babylon. 
They dId not have the heart to sing 
religious songs, but instead they 
hanged their harps on the wtllows or 
the streams and sat down on the 
banks to meditate. This was also 
prophesied hundreds of years before 
by David in the 131th Psalm. 

Verse 22. The book and cbapter 
closes with a repetition of the terrible 
state of mind possessed by the cast-otr 
nation of Ood. The expressions rev
resent the personal feelings of the 
righteous Jeremiah, a faithful prollhet, 
and also those of the sinful nation 
who were suffering the jus t chastise
ment for their evil conduct. 

EZEKJEL 1 
General remarks. Betore beginning 

my manuscript on this book, and es
pecially the first chapter, I spent a 
considerable amount at time in study. 
I have consulted various commen
taries and other works of reference 
such as histories and dictionaries. I 
was aware that most of the explana
tions that are offered as to the four 
creatures and their significance, in
sisted on recognizing the character
istics at the God of all creation. and 
this in opposition to the idea that 
they could signify any governments 
among men. However, there need be 
no difficulty on this point. for all of 
the glory and other greatness attrib
uted to these powers of the world 
must be acknowledged as coming from 
God because He was concerned with 
the progress of them in view of the 
relations they had with His people. 
(See Da niel 2: 37 ; 4: 17,32; 5: 18.) 

Here is another thought that should 
be given consideration. Any explana
tion tba t is offered on a passage of 
the Dible shOUld agree with the his
torical facts that may be learned from 
authentic sources. The interpretation 
that w1ll be given on the meaning of 
the symbols shown in this cballter 
should be Virtually true historically 


