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Verse U. Thayer says to persuade 
means "to win one's good will." Pilate 
was a wavering 80rt of governor as 
bad been shown tn this case, and they 
felt sure they could influence him to 
let the soldiers ott without punisb
ment. Another thing, they said il this 
come to the governor'" eaTI,' there is 
no proD! that he ever heard the report. 

Verse 15. Tbl. looll.b report was 
circulated among the lews which Is 
very signUlcant. They were the ones 
who wanted to believe it and pretended 
to do 80. There Is no account of any 
knowledge ,of it among the people In 
general. 

Verso 16. The women were told by 
the angel (verse 7) to give the dis-
ciples the word, and in verse 10 JesU8 
gave them the' same message. Bence 
this verse reports the journey to Gali
lee, the very mountain spot for the 
meeting baving been designated. 
Eleven disciples were in the grouv be
cause Judas had taken his own life 
before the crucifixion of his Lord 
(cbapter 27: 5). 

Verse 17. All we caD say of this 
wor.hip 1s that what they dId comes 
within the definition of the word as 
given at chapter 2: 2. Thayer defines 
the origlna.l of dou.bt, "to doubt, to 
waver," It indicates a frame of mind 
that might be expressed by a famillar 
saying. "it is too good to be true." . 

Verse 18. In the Authorized Version 
the word "power" comes from two 
Greek words, with only a few excep.
tiODS, which are DUNAM:1S and EXQUBIA. 
There is a partial blending of these 
words in their meaning so that they 
are used somewhat Interchangeably, 
but each has its main or proper mean
ing. According to Thayer the first 
word meaDS, "strength, ability, power ; 
Inherent power, power residing in a 
thing by virtue of its nature." He de
fines the second :word, "power of 
choice, Uberty of doing as one pleases; 
leave or permission." For convenience 
the first may be deflned as "personal 
strength or ab1l1ty," the second 'as, 
"the right or prlvUege bestowed on 
one. OJ . The word In this verse Is 
nOUSIA, ~htch , means that God be. 
stowed upon Christ full right to rule 
over bl. kingdom. 

Verse 19. Teach. Is from MATHETEUO 
and Is defined by Thayer, "to make a 
disciple; to teach instruct." Ita main 
application Is.to bring persons into a 
relationship with Christ that they 
never had before. All nations i8 equiva-

lent to "every creature" in Mark 16: 
15. The Mosiae system was given to 
the Jew8 only, while the Gospel was 
given to both Jew and OenttIe. To do 
this teaching among all nations would 
require abUity to speak in every lan
guage. and none but the &poBUes had 
that abutty. It is a perversion of 8crip.
ture, therefore, to apply this commis
sion to preachers of today. In. Is from 
RIS which means "into" as used here. 
The Father, Son and Holy Ghost are 
a unit In the Godhead and hence 
"name" is singular. Whoever is bap. 
tized into one is baptized Into all 
three, therefore one baptism is all that 
Is necessary and right. The scripture 
In no place presents thIs as a formula 
to be spoken by the administrator of 
baptism, and wben he says these words 
he Is merely announcing to the hearers 
what he Is doing. • 

Verse 20. Teaching Is from DIDA8KO 
and means to Instruct In general. The 
ones to be instructed were those that 
Christ had commanded. In order that: 
no mistake would be made, the Com
forter (Holy Spirit) was to be sent 
to "bring all things to their remem· 
brance" (John 14: 26). 1 am with 
you always, even unto the end 0/ the 
worZd. The authority of the apoatles 
was to be In force to the end of the 
world. Christ 18 not with them In per
son any more than he Is with all 
Christians In person. But the words 
of the apostles are written In the New 
Testament and they are as binding 
on us now as if they were here in per
Bon and as if Jesus also had remained 
on earth In person. So there can be 
no successors to the apostles In this 
world because they are sun in their 
own proper place at authority under 
Christ and wUl be until the end. 

MARK I 
Verse 1. Mark was not one of the 

apostles, but was inspired to write an 
account of the Ufe of Christ He is 
menUoneda few times In the New 
Testament which wUl be noticed sa we 
come to them. Bevi'MI.ing 01 the DOlpel 
is his Introduction to the story of 
Cbrlst, Indicating tbe point In the bl.· 
tory at which he was to begin his book. 

Verse 2. ThIs verse states the be
glnning point that was referred. to in 
the preceding verse, that It was the 
time when Jesus was ready to start In 
his public work. But since that was 
to be preceded immediately by the 
work of the forerunner, John the Bap
tist, the author opens his story with 

/ 
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several verses about that great man. 
This verse cites a prophecy in Malachi 
3: 1. referring to John the Baptist as 
a messenger to go before the face of 
Christ to prepare the way for bim. 

Verse 3. See comments on Matthew 
3: 1 for the explanation of wilderness. 

Verse 4. Bapti,m of repentance de
notes that baptism was caused by sin
cere repentance. (See Matthew 3: 7, 
8.) For Is from F.I8 and means in 
order to remission of 81ns. 

Verse 6. All the land of Judea 
means that people came to John from 
all that country. not that every person 
was baptized. Conlell8ing their sins 
was the verbal evidence that they had 
repented, and submission to baptism 
was the acUve evidence. 

Verse 6. See the comments at Mat
~ew 3; 4 tor explanation of this verse. 

Verse 7. This Is John's flrst men
tion of the one who was to follow him. 
The reference to sboes Is an allusion 
to the customs of that time. Loose 
sandals were worn In foot travel and 
upon entering a home they were re
moved and taken charge of by a ser
vant. By way of tllustration John re
garded himself 88 unworthy even to 
unfasten the shoes of the one mightier 
than be. 

Verse S. With is from EN and means 
"tn," referring to the element in which 
the persons were baptized. The bap
tism of the Holy Ghost was to be per
formed by the one coming after John 
and that was Christ. He was to give 
the Holy Ghost (Spirit) in overwhelm
ing measure to his apostles to "guide 
them Into all trutb" (Jobn 16: 13). 

Verse 9. The preceding eight verses 
concludes the introduction referred to 
in verse 1. This and the next verse 
includes both John and Jesus, which 
wtll be all that Mark will record di
rectly of the work ot John, and any 
reference that may be made to him 
wtll be as a matter of history. In those 
days denotes that whlle John was to 
come before Jesus, yet their introduc
tIon to the world was to be _ virtually 
at the same time. Jesus came from 
Nazareth where he had lived since the 
return of his parents with him from 
Egypt (Matthew 2: 23). The reason 
for his baptism is explained in Mat
tbew 3: 13-16. 

Verse 10. If Jesus came up out 01 
the water, then he had gone dotvn into 
j t. That was made necessary for the 
body to be baptized which was done 
by immersion. He (John) saw the 

SpirIt descending upon him (Jesus). 
Joho had been previously told that he 
would see such a thing take place 
(John 1: 33). 

Verse 11. The votce from heaven 
was that of God, who openly recog
nized Jesus as his Son after be had 
been baptized, and he also added the 
important truth that be was well 
plealed 10 his Son. 

Verse 12. Having been recognized. 
formally as the Son of God, Jesus 
would oot enter Into hIs work until he 
had been tested. The word spirit al· 
ways comes from the same Greek 
word, whether good or evil spirits, 
human or divine spirits, are meant; 
tho connection here shows It means 
tbe Hol1l Spirit. Drlveth is from 
EKBALLO which Thayer defines at tbls 
place, "to command or cause one to 
depart In baste... Thfs Is vlrtual1y 
the same in meaning as Matthew's 
statement that Jesus was "led up of 
tbe Sp[rit" (4: 1l. 

Verse 13. This verse gives a general 
summing up of the different things 
that took place with Jesus In those 
forty days: for the details see Mat· 
theV{ 4: 1-11. Gospel 0/ the kingdom 
means good news that the kingdom of 
heaven was about to be set up. 

Verses 14, 16. Tim,e ia /uljUled means 
the predictions ot the start of the 
kingdom of God as to time had been 
fulfilled. On that ground Jesus com
manded them to repent and believe 
the gospel. Why did he put repent
ance before beliet? A fuller state
ment on the same subject is In 
Acts 20: 21. The work of Jobn and 
Jesus was among the Jews only. They 
were sUlI under the Mosaic system In 
which God was the only personality 
they were supposed to serve. But they 
had become slack toward God and 
were obligated to repent on behalf of 
Htm, then CaDle with clean hands to 
the new system and beUeve the Gos
pel. It was like telUng a debtor to pay 
up his old debts before asking a new 
creditor to accept him. 

Verse 16. This Simon was Simon 
Peter according to Matthew,,: 18, wbo, 
with his brother Andrew, was the 
first man called trom his secular oeeu
patlon to travel with Jesus bodily over 
the country and to be with him con
stantly. 

Verse 17. Using their own occupa
tion as a basis for bis figures of speech, 
J esus compared the prOPosed work of 
these men with what they had been 
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doing. Tbey were still to be fishers. 
but were to flsh after men with the 
bait 01 the Gospel. 

Verse 18. They could not use their 
temporal nets in the new busIness and 
hence had to forsake them. TheIr in
terest was indicated by their 3traigh,t
way forsaking the nets. 

Verse 19. James and John were the 
ones elsewhere called "Zebedee's chil
dren." 

Verse 20. All of these men were only 
required to come along with Jesus, No 
initiation .act was required of them be
cause John had already baptized them. 
We know that be was to prepare a 
people for Christ. and Jesus accepted 
these meD as they were which shows 
that they bad been made ready for his 
servtce. John had but one method of 
preparing men tor Christ which ended 
with baptism. So we must conclude 
these men bad been baptized by John 
the Baptlst to await service under 
Christ. 

Verse 21. Capernaum was a. city on 
the shore ot GalUee, and Matthew 4: 
13 tells us that Jesus made it his 
dwelling place. He entered the syna
gogue on the sabbath because there 
would be people there whom he could 
teach. For more Intormation about 
synagogues see the Intormation oftered 
in connection with Matthew 4: 23. 

Verse 22. This verse is explained 
at Matthew 7: 28. 29. 

Verse 23. The man with an unclean 
spirit was possessed with a devil. This 
subject Is considered at length at 
Matthew 8: 28. 

Verse 24. Of course we must under
stand that the devil did his talking 
with the mouth of tbe victim which is 
signified. by the expression "possessed 
with tbe devil" Note that references 
to this devil are in both the singular 
and plural numbers. That is because 
though there might be a legion ot 
them within a man (chapter 5: 6·13), 
there would be one as spokesman. 
The devil knew J~U8 because he had 
once been with him In heaven but 
was cast out because ot sin (2 Peter 
2: 4; Jude 6; LUke 10: 18). It was not 
surprising, then. that they did not 
want anything to do with Jesus. 

Verse 25. Je.u, rebuked him and not 
the man, tor the being possessed with 
a devil WB8 an aftUctton and not a 
fault. The devil not only was com
manded to come out of the man, but to 
make no remarks about the situation. 

Verse 21>. Cried with. a lOM t10ice 
may seem to contradict the statements 
In the preceding paragraph. No, tble: 
cry was forced from the Victim by the 
injury which the devil inflicted on him 
as he was coming out. 

Verse 27. People had been known 
to be possessed with devils tor some 
years, but until the time ot Christ no 
one was able to expel them. And no
tice that it was not done by any bodily 
contact, but solely by the authority at 
Jesus which was so great that when 
he commanded the devUs they obeyed. 
No wonder the people were amazed 
and started to talk about it among 
themselves. 

Verse 28. An event like the easting 
out of devils wUhout any apparent 
means would be reported by everyone 
who heard about it. As a result the 
fame at Jesus spread at once througb
out Galilee which was the district in 
which Capernaum was located. 

Verse 29. Jesus and the first tour 
discIples whom he called entered into 
the home of Simon and hIs brother. 

Verse 30. Simon Peter was a mar
ried man for mention Is made ot his 
wife's mother. This does not har
monize with tbe doctrine of Rome 
which dentes the right at marriage to 
all of the clergy. It is replied that 
Peter left his wife so that he could be 
qualified to serve in the capacity at 
head of the church. That also can. 
tradicts the scripture, for 1 Corin
thians 9: 5 tells us that he was leading 
his wife about with him, and that was 
in Paul's day. A'non they ten hrim 01 
her means tbey told him ot the case 
ot sickness as soon as he entered into 
the house. 

Verse 81. The only phye:ical thing 
that Jesus did was to un up the 
woman with his band. But that act 
alone would not have recovered her, 
for any man could have done that. 
And the encouraging act of lifting ber 
tram the bed did not merely give her 
an imaginary impulse as a "shot in 
the arm" might cause, but she was 
able to mInister to the group which 
would require sometbing more than 
nervous w1ll power. 

Verse 32. This verse includes regu
lar diseases and also the being pos
sessed with devtIs whlcJl shows there 
was a difference between the two kinds 
of afflictions. The presence of devils 
sometimes caused diseases simllar to 
those to which mankind was always 
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subject. but sucb cases could be cured 
only by """tlng out tbe devil •. 

Verse 33. Jesus was sUII In the 
home of Peter and his brotber where 
he had healed the mother of Peter's 
wife, also had recovered others of 
their affliction:!!. This caused - such a 
stir throughout the city that great 
crowds gathered at the door. 

Verse 34. Di.vers diseases means 
many kinds of diseases. Suffered not 
the d.evil, to speak, because they knew 
him. These devils would not have de
served any credit for proclaiming the 
divinity of Christ; that is, it would 
not have been an act of faitb but of 
knowledge. They made such a declara
tion once and were rebuked for it 
(verses 24, 26), and Jesus still was 
not wnUng to be upheld by such 
characters. 

Verse 35. Jesus was human as well 
as divine. and therefore he preferred 
to be alone with his Father at certain 
Urnes. There is a fooUsh theory that 
Jesus and God are one in person. If 
that were true, to whom did be pray 
in that solitary place? The theory 
breaks down under the weight of HB 
own absurdity, 

Verse 36. Jesus was not allowed to 
be alone very long. Since he went out 
there a great while before day it Is 
reasonable to say tbat as Boon as it 
came the usual hour to arise, Peter 
discovered bis absence and he took his 
group and went In search of him. 

Verse 37. They did not know exactly 
where he was for It says when they 
had, found him. They told Jesus that 
all men were seeking for him, but the 
motive for their search is not revealed 
by the text. 

Verse 38. The main purpose of Jesus 
in his personal ministry was to preach 
the good news of the kingdom. The 
working of miracles was one of the 
"side Hoes" of his mission, performed 
to give testimony to the genuineness 
of his teachIng. Because of that he 
stated that they should go into other 
towns to preach, and that he had come 
out into the world for that purpose. 

Verse 39. The Jews would be gath
ered in their synagogues to read the 
ScriptUres and pert'orm other acts of 
worship. That gave Jesus an oppor
tunity to preach the good news, then 
back up his authority by casting out 
devlls or otber miraculous works. 

Verse 40. Leprosy was an incurable 
disease and a man afflicted with It was 

required to Uve apart from society 
(Leviticus 13 : 45, 46). This leper had 
been convinced by tbe otlier miracles 
of Jesus that he could also heal him of 
leprosy It he was w1Ulng. 

Ve;se 41. Leprosy was contagious 
only by physical contact. therefore 
when Jesus touched the leper be 
proved his taith in the power that the 
Father had given him. In connection 
with the phySical contact he also 
uttered the word of cle&ll8ing. 

Verse 42. As SOOn as he had. spOken 
the man was cleansed from his lep
rosy. This denotes that his phYSical 
contact would not have been necessary 
as far as the healing was concerned. 
We should note that Jesus did not re
quire a period ot' time tor his accom
plishment but did it immediately. 
Modern so-called faith healers must 
have an indefinite period, telling their 
patients that "it takes time," and that 
it their faith "holds out" they will be 
healed. Tbls proves that all such 
"falth-cure" persons are frauds. 

Verse 43. The next verse will show 
what this charge was and why Jt was 
given. 

Verse 44. Leprosy was incurable by 
any natural means, but , it could be 
cured by miracle, such as the case of 
Naaman in 2 Kings 5. And when a 
Jew had been cured of the disease 
physically, he was still required to 
perform certain- services for his cere
monial cleansing which included the 
offering of sacrifices and other ma
terials. That is what Jesus meant that 
this man should otler for his cleansing. 
(See Leviticus 14: 1.) 

Verse 45. This verse indicates why 
the man was told not to report his 
case to any man. The people were 80 
worked up over It that they interferred 
with the work of Jesus and caused 
him to go Into desert places which 
were those not populated. . 

MARK 2 
Verse 1. Jesus did not remain in the 

desert indefinitely, but returned to 
.Capernaum which was his last resi
dence. Of course he would not escape 
the knoweldge of tbe crowd, tor the 
word passed around that he was in a 
certain house. 

Verse 2. The crowd . filled the house 
to capacIty and then kept coming until 
they could not all get in hearing dis
tance of the door. But to all who were 
within that limit Jelus did his preach
ing. 
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Ver.. 3. The palsied man was 
brought to the place, which shows he 
was helpless and had nothing to do 
with the a.tr:air as tar as the text etates. 

Verse 4. The press means the crowd 
that bad gathered about the door. Mat
thew records this event but says noth
Ing about their going down through 
the roof. In Luke 5: 19 they are said 
to have made an opening througb the 
root by taking up the tiling. Houses 
were made with flat roots which were 
covered over with roofing ti,e. These 
could be taken up without any damage 
to the building just as many styles of 
root tiles can be handled today. After 
making this opening through the root, 
they let the couch bearing the sick 
man down right into the Immediate 
presence ot Jesus. 

Verse 5. Jesus saw their faith : noth
ing said about the faith of the patient. 

Verses 6, 7. These scribes were 
reasoning in their hearts but Jesus 
knew what they were thinking, tor he 
always knew wbat was in man. 

Verse 8. J esU8 let them know that 
he knew what they were thinking 
about. 

Verse 9. Whether is easier means to 
ask them which would be easier- for 
him. to do, tor it he had authority from 
God he could do the one as readtly as 
the other. 

Verses 10, 11. Jesus demonstrated 
his power to perform miracles of the 
Invisible kind by doing the visible. He 
told the palsied man to arise and 
carry his bed. 

Verse 12. Again the result of Christ's 
word was immediate. When the man 
arose and carried his bed In their 
presence the people were amazed and 
declared they bad never BeeD such a 
deed before. A more detailed discus
sion of this case is at Matthew 9: 2. 

Verse 13. The lea Bide was that of 
Galilee where Jesus spent a great part 
of hJ8 time. The crowds were gen
erally interested. In his teaching and 
followed atter him for that and also 
for the physical benefits obtained by 
his hands. 

Verse 14. This man was Matthew 
Levi. one of the apostles and writer of 
tbe book wtth that name. Receipt 01 
custom means the place where taxes 
wcre received, and this identifies him 
as a publican. Jesus told Levi to tol
low him which he did witbout any 
preparation further than what Jobn 

the Ba ptist had done. (See chapter 
1: 20.) 

Verse 16. These publioon.t and. ..m,. 
ner. were not some special sects as 
were the Pharisees and Sadducees, but 
were people who were regarded as 
being in the lower ranks of society. 
They were thus classed especially by 
the Pharisees wbo made such a claim 
or righteousness. (See comments at 
Matthew 9: 10 about the publicans.) 

Verse 16. These selt-righteous peo
ple were not fair enough to speak to 
Jesus directly, but saUsfled their envy 
by attacking his diSCiple,S. Eating with 
another In old Umes was regarded as 
a strong recognition of social rank, 
bence thIs particular criticism was 
hurled at Jesus over the shoulders 
of his disciples. 

Verse 17. It these critics were as 
righteous as they claimed. then they 
did not need the presence of Jesus any 
mOre than a man in health would need 
a physician. It is the sinner who needs 
the services of a Saviour and that 
would call for the attenUon that Jesus 
was giving to these "sinners." This 
does not mean that Jesus regarded 
the Pharisees as righteous men. but 
he was merely using their own claims 
against them. 

Verse 18. Fasting was never com· 
manded as a general practice, but it 
was customary to do 80 in Urnes of 
distress or anxiety. John the Baptist 
was dead and his disciples were fast· 
ing In hIs memory. They (the Pharl· 
sees) came and criticized the disciples 
of Jesus for not fasting. 

Verse 19. This verse has reference 
to some customs in connection with 
marriages. Children is used figura
tively and refers to some invited 
guests who took vleasure In tbe pres
ence of the bridegroom. After the 
wedding he would leave and these 
special friends would lament his ab
sence which would be appropriate. 

Verse 20. This verse appl1es the 
illustration to the disciples who were 
destined finally to mourn the absence 
or thei r Lord. (See chapter 16: 20). 

Verscs 21. 22. The lesson here is 
one ot doing things In an appropriate 
manner and at the prOper time. A rull 
treatment of the whole parable Is 
given at Matthew 9: 14·17. 

Verse 23. Deuteronomy 23: 24, 25 
gave the Jews the right to make per
sonal use of the gratn in the field but 
not to take any away. Thus no com
plaint could be made for their eating 
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this corn which was a small grain such 
as wheat or rye, 

Verse 24. The Pharisees pretended 
to object &ecause they were doing this 
on the sabbath day_ But Jesus will 
show them that one law is no more 
sacred than another. 

Verse 25. Have ye never recut im
plies that they had read that account. 
but were igllOr lng the event tor the 
time being because it would condemn 
them tor inconsistency. 

Verse 26. The bread that David ate 
was that which had been on the table 
in the tabernacle for seven days, then 
was set back for the use of the priests. 
But it bad served its religious pur. 
pose and therefore it was no desecra
tion of 1t tor DavId to eat it, especially 
as It was an emergency. 

Verse 27. The sabbath was made tor 
nUln means the day was set aside for 
man's beneflt in providing him a time 
tor relaxation from Jabor. But since 
the use of fOOd is as important as rest, 
it Is rfght to provide that food even if 
it mU8t be done on this day in an 
emergency. 

Verse 28. No law Is any greater 
than the authority behind it. Christ 
and hls Father worked together in 
giving to man the law of the sabbath, 
therefore this Son would have the 
right to adjust that law to any con
dition suggested in his wisdom. 

MARK 3 
Verse 1. With.erea hand means that 

something bad shut off' the circulation 
from that member and 1t had pined 
away for lack of moisture, rendering 
it useless. 

Verse 2. The Pharisees were always 
pretending to be zealous about the 
law. though they dId not keep it them
aelvea. Jesus was performing his good 
deeds on every day of the week, but 
tbey knew they could not object to 
wbat be was doIng, hence they pre
tended to be offended because he did 
some tbings on the sabbath day. So 
they had their eyes set UpOn hIm with 
a wicked Interest, hoping he would 
heal this man on that day and thus 
give tl;lern a pretext for accusing him. 

Verse 3. J esus knew their thoughts 
but proceeded to heal the man. 

Verse 4. Before going fUrther with 
the case, Jesus anticipated their accu
sation with a question they were not 
exvecttng. He vut the matter on the 
basis of dotn, good or evil, saving life 

or destroy ing it, and asked them 
which sbould be done on the sabbath 
day. They would not answer because 
either way tbey answered would have 
condemned them. 

Verse 5. Another word in Thayer's 
definition ot the Greek for anger is 
"indignation," and it means that Jesus 
was greatly agitated over the hard
ness at their hearts. However, it did 
not keel' him from performing the 
good deed for the man. He was told 
to stretch forth his hana which shows 
that his arm was not aff'ected. As soon 
as he stretcbed forth bis hand it was 
cured without any bodily contact from 
Jesus that we know of. 

Verse 6. Having been defeated in 
their attempts to convict Jesus under 
the law, the Pharisees decided to try 
some other plan, which was to get him 
to say something that would set bim
self against the government For the 
account of how they did tbls and my 
comments on it, see at Matthew 22: 
16·21. The H erod,ians were some Jews 
who were favorable to Herod's family 
relations and the Romans. 

Verse 7. Jesus went to the Sea. of 
Galilee and that drew the crowds after 
him again, both from the immediate 
vicinity and Judea. 

Verse 8. Jerusalem was in Judea, 
but the writer thought it good to 
specify Borne ot the important centers 
of population in that district as well 
as others. J4umaea was the same as 
Edom. a country east of the Jordan. 
Tyre and Sidon were important cities 
of Phoenicia. a country bordering on 
the Mediterranean Sea. The fame of 
Jesus reached Into all these places 
and people came from them to see him. 

Verse 9. Small 8hip means a smalJ 
boat that could take Jesus from the 
pressure of tbe crowd, and yet permit 
him to be seen and heard by the 
people. 

Verse 10. This verse explains why 
the people thronged about Jesll8. 

Verse 11. Unclean ttpirits is another 
name for devUe that a.tH.1cted the 
people. 

Verse 12. See chapter 1: 34 on why 
the unclean spirit was forbidden to 
preach Jesus. 

Verse 13. Jesus called these men out 
of the group of disciples following him. 

Verse 14. This Is the .. apPOintment of 
the twelve aposties. They were ex
pected to be with him continuQu,ly ex-

of 
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eept 8.8 he would send them out on 
mi86lona. 

VerM 16. The word power Is from 
EXOUSIA which means authority pri· 
marily. and Jesus bestowed it upon h13 
apostles. In .&O doing he enabled them 
to heal sicknesses ·and cast out devils 
which would make their authority 
effective. 

Verse 16·19. There are three of the 
Gospel accounts that give the list of 
the twelve apostles. The persons are 
the same but the names not always, 
since some of them had more than 
one name. For the sake of space the 
reader Is asked to see the complete 
treatment of thIs subject at Matthew 
10: 4. Which also betrayel£ him was 
Bald prospectively aa the betrayal of 
J MUS had not yet taken place. 

Ver8e 20. Jesus was kept so busy 
teaching the people and administering 
to their a1fUctions that there was no 
opportunity for him and bls apostles 
to have theIr meala. 

Verae 21. Hi, 1rien4. is rendered 
"those belonging to him" by the 
"EngUsbman's Greek New Testament," 
and that agrees with the marginal 
reading that says "kinsmen." When 
they said He is bedl£e himself they 
meant they thought he was carried 
away with the intensity of the situa
tion. But Jesus continued his teach
ing and good work in spite of the 
apparent protest of his relations. 

Verse 22. The scribes are explained 
at Matthew 13: 62. They would not 
deny the tact of his casting out devils, 
but pretended to believe that he got 
his power for the work trom Beelzebub 
(Satan). 

Verse 23. The foolishness of their 
theory WM shown by this question. 
Even a wicked being like Satan would 
not be working &grunat himself. 

Verses 24, 25. Tbe same point is made 
by supporting a kingdom that divided 
Itself into oppoSing groups, for such 
a kingdom would soon be overthrown 
by the internal strife. 

Verse 26. Tb18 Is the same as verse 23. 
Verse 27. The 11lu8tration is this. A 

man must overtbrow another in order 
to plunder hie bouse, and to do that 
he would have to be stronger than 
the man of the house. If Satan casts 
out Satan, then we have the foolish 
conclusion that Satan is stronger than 
Satan which Is 80 absurd that no reply 
was possible. 

Verse 28. This verse takes in every 

manner of 61n that could be named 
except the one that will be designated 
tn the next verse. 

Verse 29. To blaspheme means to 
speak violent and evil things against 
another; It implies things said with 
the intention ot insulting or injuring 
another. To be guilty of such a sin 
against the Holy Ghost (Spirit) meant 
to be without a chance of pardon. 

Verse 30. The sin against the Holy 
Ghost was charged agaInst these Jews 
because they said he hath an. unclean 
spirit. This narrOW8 the subject down 
to one item, thus rullng out all hUman 
efforts to Imagine something that 
"surely Is the 'unpardonable' sin it 
ever there was one." For a complete 
discussion of this subject see Matthew 
12: 24-28, and the comments that are 
made upon those verses. 

Verse 31. There cmne then. Verse 
21 tells ot the "friend15" ot Jesus who 
wanted to take charge ot him but were 
not able to do 80. Whether these tamJIy 
relatives were the ones meant in the 
former verse I cannot say, or perhaps 
they were anxious to attemPt what the 
other relatives taiJed. to accompUsh. 
At any rate, they came as near as they 
could and tried to get the attention 
of Jesus. 
Vers~ 32. The mUltitude tried to 

help them get his attention by telling 
him that it was his mother and breth· 
ren who wanted to talk to him. 

Verse 33. The reply of Jesus was 
not intended as a sHght upon his fam· 
By but a mild rebuke for the crowd. 
It is as if he h~d said. "why should 
my mother and brethren be allowed to 
alter my work of salvation'!" 

Verse 34. Jesus prepared to point 
out the persons deserving more at· 
tentlon just then than his family rela· 
tives, and caUed attention to the crowd 
that had gathered closely about him, 
to whom he had been preaching the 
truth. 

Verse 35. The same person (notice 
it is in singular number) could Dot be 
both sister and brother at the same 
time. The idea is, then, that doing the 
will of God Is more important than 
being the fleshly relations of Christ. 

MARK 4 
Verse 1. This chapter corresponds 

with Matthew 13. 
Verse 2. A parable Is the placing of 

one thing beside another tor the pur
pose of an llIustraUon. The reader 
should see the precauttonary com-
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menta offered at Matthew 13: 3 88 to 
the right ule to make of the parables. 

Verse 3. ,Hearken means a special 
call to attention. 

Verse 4. Seed was sown by hand 
amy. in Bible times, and that would 
make it natural tor it to fall into 
various places as the parable shows. 
Wall.t1de was a beaten path where the 
ground was hard 80 that the seed 
could not Ond any opening to bury 
Its.lt. 

Verse 5. The sol1 over the 8tOnes 
would be scarce and the seed would 
soon use up all the strength in the 
ground, and that would force it to 
spring up at once towar~ the sun and 
atmosphere for Bustenance. 

Verse 6. However, the tull strength 
ot the Bun would be too much for tbe 
tender plant because it did not have a 
completed root. as a result It would 
be scorched and die. 

VerBe 7. These thorn." were a plant 
defined 1n the lexicon as "8 bramble
bush, brier." The plant was not in 
sight when the sowing was done, but 
at the growing time it sprang up and 
choked out the good seed, It being a 
hardier pJant. 

Verses 8, 9. The good ground brought 
forth various amounts of the good 
seed which was the only dl1rerence; 
the quality wa.e the SRme in all. 

Verse 10. dskea 0/ kim the parable 
signifies they did not understand the 
meaning ot it. See the comments on 
Matthew 13: 11 as to why the apostles 
needed to bave the parables explained 
to them asfde trom the crowd. 

Verse 11. Them that are wit1wJ;ut 
retera to the people who were not dis
ciples. This also is explained in the 
comments referred to in the preceding 
verse. 

Verse 12. This unusual language 
means that the people did not use the 
opportunities they had been given to 
grasp the truths of Heaven. That re
fusal to open their eyes and ears to 
the things offered them is I1kene~ to 
a man who haa eyes and ears, but re
fuses to use them for fear he will see 
and hear things that wtu condemn his 
manner of life. 

Verse 13. The parable of the sower 
is so natural that the apostles should 
have seen the lesson In it. The ques
tion of Jesus Is a mild rebuke and 
impl1es that tbey should bestir them
selves a little more and not lean so 
heavtly on blm for instruction. 

Verses 14. 15. Jesus loved his dis
ciples. and notWithstanding tbeir ap
parent dullness be wished to give them 
the information they desired. The 
sower 80weth the wont Is very brief, 
but it Indicates that tbe tbings that 
happened aflerward were no fault of 
the sower. As seed remaining on the 
surface ot the ground would soon 
be picked up by the birds. 80 If men 
do not take the good seed Into their 
bearts, Satan wtll have a chance at it 
and will soon take It away with his 
many subjects of worldly interests. 

Verse 16. These people were more 
enthusiastic over the newly·found sub
ject than they were serious. Hence 
what they did was done somewhat in 
the spirit of excitement. 

Verse 17. Excitement Is momentary 
and such an interest Is not very deep
seated. When the real test comes of 
facing the attacks of worldly enemies. 
such people become offended which 
means they stumble over the word. . 

Verse 18. As tar as the text shows. 
these people gave attention to what 
was said and understood it. It they 
failed to produce any fruit trom it the 
reason was someth.ing else besides not 
knowing about the value at the word 
which they had heard. 

Verse 19. This verse explaIns ",hy 
the word did not produce a crop with 
these people even though they under
stood it. Carea of this world denotes 
that concern and anxiety that some 
people have over the things of tbis 
life. Tbey give so much attention to 
those thlngs that it crowds out tbe.ir 
consideration for the word. Deceitful· 
ness of riches. Many people think that 
if they can accumulate a large amount 
of wealth that it will bring them hap
piness. But they are being deceived. 
for the so-called pleasures that can 
come only through money are temporal 
and at best are uncertain. .Solomon 
says ot tbis. "For riches certainly 
make themselves wings; they flyaway 
as an eagle toward heaven" (Proverbs 
23: 5) . 

Verse 20. The good ground illus
trates those who not only hear the 
word· but also recetve it; not only that 
but go to work with it to make it re
produce. The d1trerent amounts that 
were produced merely denotes that 
some good people have more ability to 
produce than others. but the Lord asks 
us only to be faithful and do what 
we can. 

Verse 21. In purely temporal or ma-
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terial things, men will act wtth better 
judgment than they do in things moral 
and spiritual. A man would not make 
a I1ght for the accommodation of his 
guests. then put something over it 
that would prevent them from benefit· 
lng by it. Neither should we allow 
some careless conduct keep our pos
sible influence tor good from being 
seen by those about us. (Sec Matthew 
5: 15,16. ) 

Verse 22. AU evil deeds will some 
day be exposed by the Lord. Our good 
deeds, therefore. should be permitted 
to be a benefit to others, and not be 
lost upon them by Borne unwIse con
duct on our part. 

Verse 23. This verse meaDS for men 
to make use of their opportunities to 
hear the truth as the Lord provIdes it 
for them through his servants. 

Verse 24. The admonitlon as to what 
we bear 1s connected with the state
ment about the measure. The thought 
Is that the more and better attention 
we give to what is said to UB, the more 
benefit . we wUl receive from what "is 
saId. 

o Verse 25. To take from one which 
he does not have is explained at Mat· 
thew 25: 29. 

Verse 26. This sbort parable has an 
impprtant leeson. What we do becomes 
an Influence that lives and acts even 
when we are not aware at it. How 
necessary It is, then, that we guard 
our every act. 

Verse 27. Knoweth 1kJt 11.010. We do 
not understand how God makes things 
grow In the material kingdom, yet it 
makes ita develoIlment notWithstanding 
our lack of that knowledge. LIkewise, 
our work In the kingdom of God will 
have its reward in tts proper time and 
In the Lord's own way even though 
we cannot always understand how it is. 

Verse 28. This shows that everything 
in Ood's creation is accomplished by 
growth. 

Verse 29. The lesson should be 
grasped that It takes faith and pa
tience to accomplish the desired re
sulta in the service of the Lord. (See 
Galatians 6: 9.) 

Verse 30. These questions were asked 
to get the attention of the hearers. 

Verse 31. According to historical 
information the mustard seed that was 
produced in Palestine was the smallest 
of all those that grew In that country. 

Verse 32. The physical growth of 
the Uttle seed 1. Uke that whIch Is 

expected to be made in the things per· 
taining to the kingdom of God. From 
small beginnings the work of the Lord 
may grow on until it is of service to 
many around us. 

Verse 33. As they were able to hear 
it. Jesus dId not wish to deliver his 
teaching In greater amounts or depths 
than they would be able to grasp. (See 
John 16: 12.) 

Verse 34. This verse is explained 
at Matthew 13: 11. 

Verse 35. The multitudes sometimes 
were so great that it made a hindrance 
to the work of Jesus. He never ac
tually refused to serve them when in 
their midst. but would move to other 
parts of the country. Thus he told his 
disciples they would pass over to the 
other side which meant the other 
shore of the Sea ot Galilee. 

Verse 36. Jesus dismissed the mul· 
Htudes which is the meaning of the 
phrase 8ent them away, for they would 
not all depart. They took him denotes 
they would not leave him entirely 
alone, but some of them found the 
other little ,hips nearby. Just how far 
they tried to accompany him is not 
stated. Doubtless most of them re
mained on the same side of the sea 
unUl he returned, for verse 21 states 
that when he came back "much people 
gathered unto him." 

Verse 37. After starting acrOsa the 
sea a violent storm arose. It was now 
fun is a figure of speech meaning that 
the boat was ftll1ng, and unless some· 
thing could be done it would soon be 
literally filled and sink. 

Verse 38. Jesus was asleep wbich 
shows that the water had not yet 
reached to him as he lay on a pillow. 
In their fright they awoke him and 
cried for him to rescue them. 

Verse 39. Jesus was more severe in 
his language to the storm and sea 
than he was to the disciples. He re
buked both storm and waves and com
manded them to be stin. Both of them 
were dumb objects and could not ren
der intelligent obedience. hence their 
response proved the authorIty of the 
Master to rule as his wIsdom directed. 

Verse 40. The disciples were tntelli
gent betngs and hence Jesus gave them 
a mUd rebuke, charging them with 
having little ralth. 
V~rse 41. One meaning of the origi

nal word for feared. is, "To be fi.l1ed 
with awe and amazement." They won
dered what manner of man it would be 
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who eould regulate dumb objects of 
creaUon with his mere word. 

MARK 5 
Verse 1. Gadarenes (also called Ger

gesenes) was situated near the eastern 
sbore of the Sea of Galllee. and It was 
there that Jesus went ashore. 

Verse 2. The tomb, were caves in 
the rocks that were used for the burial 
of the dead. They were generally open 
so that persons could enter and leave 
them as occasion suggested. It was at 
this kind of place that the Lord mel 
the man with an unclean spin-to 

Verse 3. No man could bind M 'm. 
The etreet of being possessed with an 
unclean spirit (devil) was not always 
the same. Sometimes it produced great 
prostration, at otbers It caused In
sanity, and io the present ease it 
brought abnormal strength together 
with manifestations of insanity at 
times. 

Verse 4. Attempts were made to 
bind this man but the chaIns would 
not hold. No man could tame him 
means he could not be 8ubdued be
cause of his strength. 

Verse 6. This shows that he was not 
only unnaturally strong, but he was 
vicious and wild and showing the 
traits of an insane man. 

Verse 6. However, It was the out
ward or human part of this creature 
that was performing the things de
scribed and that was because he was 
possessed of this devil and had to do 
as the evil spirit directed him. The 
devil himself was perfectly intelligent, 
for he caused the man to run and meet 
J esU8 and perform some act of re
spect that is called worship. (See the 
note on tbat subject at Matthew 2: 2.) 

Verse 7. What have J to do with 
t1Lee is the same 8S asking Jesus what 
he is about to do. To culjure means to 
put a person under oath, whIch would 
be an unauthorized act on the part of 
the deviL The demand was that Jesus 
would not torment him. 

Verse 8. This verse explains the de
mand of the preceding verse. It the 
devil is required to leave the man he 
may have to return to his former 
place In Hades which would mean the 
torment that he adjured Jesus not to 
inflict upon him. 

Verse 9. The pronouns he and we 
are Dot the same in grammatical num
ber. That Js because one devil was the 
spokesman tor the others. It Is orderly 
for one or more beings interested in 

the same thing to let one do the talk
ing. The apostles observed that prac
tice according to Matthew 17: 4; Acts 
2: 14. 

Verse 10. Speaking on behalf of tbe 
other devils, he reQ.uested Jesus not to 
send them out of the countrv. That 
was the main point of interest, not so 
much the idea ot remaining In the 
man. (See the comments on verse 8.) 

Verse 11. The swine was one of the 
unclean beasts under the law of the 
Jews, but we do not know whether 
they were interested in them com· 
mercially or not. 

Verse 12. All the devils besought 
denotes the same thought set forth in 
verse 9 concerning a spokesman who 
represented the others. 

Verse 13. The devils did not gain 
any advantage by entering tbe swine, 
but Jesus granted their request with· 
out volunteering any information. 
Whether they were suttered to enter 
other human beings or had to return 
to their former place in Hades we are 
not told. 

Verse 14. The feeders saw what the 
swine did, but tbe text does not state 
it they knew what caused it. What 
happened when the people came out 
afterward, however, shows that they 
understood that Jesus had something 
to do with it. 

Verse 15. Tbe mentioning of seeing 
Jesus and the man at the same time 
jndicates the people connected Jesus 
with the whole event. Thev were 
afraid-. This man had defied all at
tempts to subdue him even with a 
chain, now he was seen sitting quietly 
and in bis right mind. The situation 
was so overwhelming that it fined the 
people with terror and confuston. 

Verse 16. The feeders explained 
what was done and what happened to 
the swine. 

Verse 17. No harm had been done to 
the unfortunate man, hence ' thQ only 
conclusion poestble is tbey were alrald 
lome more of them would lose their 
swine. 

Verse 18. It was natural for the man 
to make such a request as this verse 
states. 

Verse 19. Jesus had· more important 
things tor the man to do, and that was 
to tell the good news to his friends. 
He was to relate It jn connection with 
the thought that the Lord hall com
pasSion on him. 

Verse 20. Decapolis was a district 
east or the Jordan, and it was tn that 
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regloD that the grateful man spread 
the news at his recovery which caused 
the crowd to gather. 

Verse 21. Jesus returned to the 
western shore of Galilee, and, as u8ual. 
the crowds began to gatber about him. 
doubtless with var ious motives. 

Verse 22. Ruler Is from AKCHI
BUNAGOGUE, and Thayer's explanation 
is. "It was his duty to select the 
readers or teachers in the synagogue, 
to examine the discourses of the public 
speakers, and to see that all things 
were done with decency and in accord
ance with ancestral usage." Fell at 
his feet m'anitested great respect and 
much anxiety. 

Verse 23. The simple ceremony of 
laying his hands on the daughter 
would not have been necessary had 
Jesus seen fit to accomplish the cure 
without it, but the request was the 
ruler's way of indicating his faith In 
the great Healer. 

Verse 24. It was nothing unusual 
for the crowds to follow Jesus, but the 
statement Is added that they thronged 
him. That Is an Introductton to the 
event that is to follow BOon, especially 
as to certain parts of it. 

Verse 25. This woman was a11Ucted 
with a chronic hemorrhage of 12 years' 
standing. 

Verse 26. This verse is one of the 
passages that are perverted into mean
ing just the opposite of their real 
teaching. The woman had grown worse 
in spite of her being treated by physi
cians. The fact Is used by many "drug
less healers" to prove that physicians 
are useless, even though Jesus said in 
Matthew 9: 12 that the sick need a 
physician. But the very statement that 
this woman had not been benefited by 
the physicians Is proof that others had 
been helped by them. 

Verse 27. This woman touched the 
garment of Jesus on the same prln· 
ctple that the ruler wanted him to 
touch the body of his daughter. 

Verse 28. For ,he .aid means that 
she said it to heraelt. 

Verse 29. Tbe woman obtained the 
reUef she sought and it was Jtraiciht
way. That waa the manner of miracu· 
lous cures and not, a requirement that 
much time be given as in the case of 
the fraudulent "faith..cure" workers of 
today. 

Verse 30. Virtue Is from DUNAMIS 
and is one of the words for "power." 
It says that J eaU8 knew of the virtue 
gOing out of him. not that he telt the 

loss of the power. He knew it because 
he had divine knowledge of what was 
being done. His question was for a. 
test of the woman, but the disciples 
thougbt it was tor information. 

Verse 31. Thou , ee,t the multitude 
means that the whole crowd was touch
ing him (see the comment on verse 
24), and it seemed strange to them to 
ask such a question. 

Verse 32. Jesus was continuing his 
test of the woman's trust in him. 

Verse 33. The woman thought she 
had unintentionally committed some 
wrong. She came trembling and pros
trate betore Jesus and told bim the 
truth. 

Verse 34. The statement JesuB made 
to the woman denotes that it was not 
the contact with the garment that 
cured her, but the faith that was man!· 
fested by the act. Go in peace was 
said to assure her that sbe had not 
done anything wrong. 

Verse 35. One miracle is no harder 
to perform than another but these 
people thought there was a difference. 
There are some things the Lord cannot 
do because they are not right. but no 
miracle Is impossible merely because 
It Is too hard. 

Verse 36. Jesus overheard the word 
that was brought to the ruler, and he 
gave him an assurance of favor if be 
continued to have fal lb. 

Verse 37. The group had neared the 
ruler's house when the message or 
death was brought. Jesus stopped the 
crowd at that place and permitted the 
trio of apostles to accompany him, the 
same ones specifled on otber occasions 
(Matthew 17: 1; 26 : 37)_ 

Verse 38. When Jcsus arrived at the 
house a tumultuous crowd had gath· 
ered and the people were weeping and 
walUng 88 was the custom upon a 
death In a bome. 

Verse 39. Not de04, bit-t deepetA.. 
This Is figurative language. and the 
reader Is ctted to the comments on this 
subject at Matthew 9: 24. 

Verse 40. They laughed at Jesu8 be
cause they did Dot understand the two 
kinds of language. No reason Is stated 
for putting the group out of the house. 
but 1t was appropriate to treat the 
people so in view ot the hasty and un· 
dignified attitude they showed toward 
Jesus. He then took the parents of the 
girl, together with the three apostles, 
and entered the room where the body 
lay_ 

Verse 41. JeSUB took the damsel by 
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the hand because it was his plan in 
this case. However, that tact alone 
was not the power that wae to bring 
the dead to lite. otherwise any man 
could bring a dead person to Ute again. 

Verse 42. The girl was twelve years 
old and bence was able naturally to 
walk atter her Ulne8s was gone. The 
astonishment was caused by the tact 
that a dead person had been brought 
back to life. 

Verse 43. The Lord permUted Mark 
to record this cue tn his Gospel, hence 
there was nothing wrong in the case 
being known. But it was the practice 
or Jesus to be hUmble and not glory 
over his miraculous deeds, 80 he gave 
instructions frequently that people 
should not spread the report of what 
they had recel ved. 

MARK 6 
Verse 1. Open. country means that 

where Nazareth was located (Matthew 
4: 13). The reference cited tells that 
Jesus adopted Capernaum as his resi
dence and many of his mighty works 
were done there, but he occasionally 
paid a visit to bis boyhood home. Let 
it be noted that his disciples (apostles) 
followed hIm to Nazareth. 

Verse 2. From whence hath this 
man thele things. Jesus had lived in 
thIs town untn he was thirty years 
old and tbey were intimately ac
quainted with him. It had been but a 
little while since he went away, and 
when be came back and they saw his 
deeds and heard his teaching it was 
somewhat puzzling to them. 

Verse 3. The remarks in this verse 
were said by way of assuring them
selves of the identity ot Jesus. A pe
cultar trait ot the human mind has 
produced a well-known saying, "Fa
mtUarity breeds contempt," The citi
zens seemed to think that one with 
whom they were so intimately ac
quainted would be unable to accom
plish such a great work. (For com
ments on brethren ace Matthew 12: 46.) 

Verso 4. In this verse Jesus merely 
states the fact commented upon in the 
preceding verse, without expressIng 
any opinion on it either tor or against. 

Verse 5. Could. Is from DUNAMAI 
which Tha.yer defines. jjto be able, have 
power," and be explains bls definition, 
"whether by virtue of one's own ability 
and resources, or of a state of mind. 
or through favorable circumstances 
(emphasis mIne, .E. M. Z.),or by per
mission at law or custom." The words 
emphulze.d explaIn tn . what sense 

Jesus could not do much in this place; 
the cIrcumstances were unfavorable. 
The fact that he did heal "a few sick 
tolks" shows it was no lack of ab1ltty 
in Jesus. 

Verse 6. Jeaus was dIvinely inspired 
and knew all that was in man, hence 
nothing could surprise him that was 

• done by human beings. The word 
-m..arvel means that Jesus took special 
Dote at the gross unbeltet of the peo
ple of Nazareth and decided to go else
where to do his work. 

Verse 7. This is sometimes referred 
to as "the first commission," in con· 
trast with "the great commission" of 
chapter 16: 15, 16. The wisdom of 
working In pairs is shown by the plan 
Jesus used. In this case. Paul tre
Quently had one or more brethren with 
bim as he went out into the field. 
Power is trom EXOV81A which means 
authorIty or right. It was fitting to 
use such a word because the unclean 
spirits were Intelllgent beings and 
could logically be addressed · by com
mands. 

Verse 8. The staff was a walking 
stick and would be needed tram the 
start. hence they were permitted to 
provide that. A acrip was the same. as 
a modem lunch basket. They were 
supposed to be given their necessities 
by the people among whom they 
worked on the ground that "the work· 
man is worthy at his meat" (Matthew 
10: 10). 

Verse 9. Sandals were needed im· 
mediately, Uke tbe walking stick, 
therefore they were permitted to pro
vide that before starting, and one eoat 
was placed on the same basis. 

Verse 10. They were to make only 
one house stop In each city. 

Verse 11. Shaking oft the dust was 
an old custom practiced to Indicate 
a teellng at disgust against a person 
or place; 1 have no information as to 
Its origin. More tolerable .... in the 
day 01 judgment, not afterwards. To 
use some everyday language, some peo
ple w11l have a harder time .In getting 
"past the Judgment. than others. The 
reason 18 that some have more and 
better opportunities than others. 

Verse 12. They meana the twelve 
apostles who went out under the com
miSSion as stated in verse 7. Matthew 
10: 7 teUs us also that they preached 
the news that the kingdom ot heaven 
was at hand and that repentance there
tore was necessary. 

Verse 13. They cast out devils by 
the power or authority that JesUB gave 

! 
j 

1 
i 
I 

J 



Mark 6: 14-29 123 

tbem (verse 7), and performed tbe 
other -mlraclee by the same meane. 
Anointing with on is connected with 
heallng the sick. The significance ot 
that Is expressed by one writer by say· 
lng, "Its use implied that God was 
the healer," That is correct, but it 
does not explain how It does so. The 
idea Is that oU of olives Is nO active 
medicine and could not effect a cure of 
sickness alone. The conclusion would 
be, then, that a greater power was 
working in connection with the oil. 
(See Jam •• 6: 14.) 

Verse 14. This was Herod Antipas. 
son of Herod the Great. His remarks 
about Jesus are explained In the note 
at Matthew 14: 2 on "transmigration." 

Verse 15. The writer interrupts his 
story of Herod to report what some 
otbers were saying about Jesus. The 
same is given tn the conversation 
Jesus had with the apostles when they 
came into the coasts of Caesarea 
PbUtpp! (Matthew 16: 13, H) . 

Verse 16. ThiS verse repeats verse 14 
with the added statement that Herod. 
beheaded John. . 

Verse 17. The persecution began 
with the imprisonment of John which 
was spite work, caused by Herodias 
whom he had unlawfully married, she 
being the wife of his brother. 

Verse 18. John told Herod It was 
not lawful for him to have this woman. 
The law that he violated by that mar
riage Is in Leviticus 18: 16; 20: 21. 

Verse 19. John's rebuke especially 
angered Herodlas who would have 
killed John If sbe could have done as 
she felt about it. 

Verse 20. The original word for 
feared has a twofold meaning, depend
tog on the way It Is used. This enUre 
verse shows a friendly attitude toward 
John hence it means that Herod re
spected him. It was this kind of fear 
tbat was in the way at the wicked de
signs of his wife. But as vicioU8 a per
Ion as she can plot and accomplish 
her wickedness by indirect methods 
8S WI shall see. 

Verse 21. Convenient is defined, 
"seasonable, timely, opportune." The 
verse means that Herod's birthday 
furnlahed a convenient time for the 
woman to carry out her plot. 

Verse 22. Herodlas knew the lustful 
character of Herod, a character that 
explains his wJ1Ungness to take his 
own brother's wife unlawfully, and 
she therefore conceIved a plan to cap
ture bim. She instructed ber daughter 

to go Into the party and dance before 
t.he eyes of the men. It is not reason· 
able to suppose that Herod was a judge 
at "art" so that the performance of the 
girl lmvresscd him tram that stand
point. Besides, if that were his m~ 
tive, just an expensive personal gift 
would have been all that she would 
have expected. Tho eastern dances 
were of a licentious character, display
ing the figure in a way to appeal to 
the lusUul eyes at the ' witnesses. 
Herod 's baser nature was 80 inftamed 
that he exceeded all the customs and 
promlsed ,to give the girl anything she 
might ask. 

Verse 23. The man was so overcome 
in bis passion that he did not stop 
with a mere promise. but backed it up 
with an oath. and also speCified the 
maximum limit to which she could 
go In her wish which was the half at 
bis kingdom. 

Verse 24. The damsel had accom
plished the satute effect that her 
mother planned, and she then went to 
her for further instructions, and was 
told to ask for the head of, John the 
Baptist. This verse states the wish In 
general terms and the next will be 
more specific to suit the horrible de
signs of the revengeful woman. 

Verse 25. Following her motber's 
instructions the girl came back into 
the presence of Herod and requested 
the head of John in a charger or large 
dish. By having the bead In this way 
the wicked woman would know that 
she had been successful in her plot. 

Verse 26. The king was sorry be
cause he knew that John was a right
eOU8 man. But his pride of posltlon 
under the eyes of the guests, together 
with a false notion of the sacredness 
of oaths, prevailed over his better 
judgment and feelings. 

Verse 27. The executioner went to 
the prison and beheaded John, which 
was done wlth a sword, that being be
fore the days of other mechanical 
means. 

Verse 28. The head was brought in 
a large dish and given to the girl. 
That would seem to make the deal 
regular since she was the one who had 
earned the gift by her Immoral per
formance. Of course she could do as 
she pleased. with the award, hence she 
gave it to her mother who had plotted 
the atratr. 

Verse 29. Hi, di8ciples means the 
disciples of John. All that was lett for 
them to do was to give respectful and 
!ov!ns attention to the head! ... bod)'. 



124 Mark 6: 30-51 

I have been unable to find any infor
mation on wbat became of the head of 
tbis righteouB man. ' 

Verse 30. The apostles made this re
port under the commission of V£"r8eS 
7-13. 

Verse 31. The crowds were so dense 
that it interfered with their meals. 
The people kept coming and going 
unt11 Jesus instructed bis disciples to 
get away tor a while. 

Verso 32. They sUpped away from 
the crowd and took a boat for a desert 
place. 

Verse 3S. But they did not escape 
from the eycs of all the people. They 
saw and recognized Jesus and were 
determIned not to let bim get entirely 
from them. They could not follow him 
in boats. but went on toot with such 
speed that they were at the place ahead 
of him and met him as he landed. ' 

Verse S4. When. he came out de
notes when he left the boat and came 
ashore. The compassion of the Lord 
was always one of his ruUng princf
pies. His op1nlon of this mixed throng 
that had come out of all citie, 18 com
pared to a flock tha t has been deserted 
by the shepherd. Such a group of peo
ple would furnish the kind that was 
hungering and thirsting after right
eousness (Matthew 5: 6), hence it says 
he began to teach. 

Verse 35. The disciples finally be
came concerned about the comfort of 
the multitude. It was a desert place, 
which merely means it was not in
habited and hence contained no mar
kets of any kind where food could be 
purchased. 

Verse 36. They suggested that Jesus 
dismiss the people that they might go 
into the villages round about to buy 
Borne food, for they had not brought 
any Buch 8uppl1es when they came out 
there. 

Verse 37. The disciples did not un
derstand bow Jesus meant for them to 
teed them. 

Verse 38. These few loaves and fishes 
would not supply even a taste for all 
the multitude, but the ·lesson should 
be gathered that the Lord expects man 
to do what he can In accomplishing 
desired results. 

Verse 39. Bit down by companies 
means to form groups for the orderly 
passing of food. Green grass does not 
grow where there never Is any mois
ture, 80 the desert does not mean an 
infertUe spOt. 

Verse 40. BV hundred an4 fifties. 
This was according to the uneven con
dition of the land, making jt more 
convenient to have smaller groups in 
Borne places and larger groups in 
others. adaptlng the sIze of the groups 
to the surface conditions, 

Verse 41. JesU8 blaBBed the bread by 
giving thanks to God for It. The rea· 
son for breaking the bread was the 
same for breakIng It in the Lord's 
Supper. and that was only because 
more than ono person was to partake 
of it. Jesus handed the pieces of bread 
to the dIsciples so they could serve the 
multitude. 

Verse 42. JesU8 dId not satisfy their 
hunger by performIng a miracle on 
their appettte. for it says they were all 
filled. The miracle was in multiplying 
the bread as it was beIng passed 
through the crOWd. 

Verse 43. Another proof that no 
miraculous effect was given to the 
bread so as to satisfy the hunger, Is 
the tact that they found all these 
scraps left atter the meal. 

Verse 44. Five thouland men, and 
Matthew 14: 21 adds "besides women 
and chlldren." 

Verse 45. Bcthsalda was a town of 
Galllee, and Jesus gave his disciples 
instrUctions that they were to return 
by boat to that region, while he re
mained to dismiss the people so they 
could return to theIr homes. 

Verse 46. Having sent the multi
tudes away, Jeaus rettred to a moun
tain to pray. 

Verse 47. The boat had been making 
its way for several hours until ("vening 
overtook it. Still Jater in the night a 
severe wind came down upon tbe sea. 
blowing against the boat so that the 
rowera were having difficulty with the 
vessel. Jesus saw the situation and 
went to their rescue the fOI(,rth watch 
which was 3 A. M. 

Verse 48. While it was night, it was 
possible to discern a form coming to
wards them and they were frightened. 
Tbey thought it was a spirit wh1ch is 
from PHANTAStt[A which means some 
kind of disembodied being with a 
visible form, 

Verses 49, 50. Tbe !amlUar words, 
"It Is I; be not alrald," assured them 
of their safety. 

Verse 51, The presence of Jesus in 
the boat bad a Quieting effect on the 
storm. The disciples were ba1Hed by 
the event and overwhelmed by amaze
ment. 
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Verae 52. Heart W(l8 hardened means 
it wa.s stunned to the extent of inac
tion, forgetting for the time being that 
Jesus had only a few hours before fed 
the thousands. 

Verse 53. Genoesaret was a narrow 
strip of country on the east shore of 
Gal!l ... 

Verse 54. TheV means the people of 
Gennesaret who bad seen Jesus before 
and knew about bis great works of 
compassion on behalf of the unfor· 
tunate. 

Verse 65. The people began at once 
to gather up the sick tolks and carry 
them tn beds to wherever they knew 
that Jesus was pausing. 

Verse 66. Streets Is from a word 
that means marketplaces, not an OT

dinary thoroughfare as one mtght 
think. They were centers where people 
in all the walks of life gathered, and 
they expected J call8 to be there a part 
of the Ume. When he did come he was 
requested to let the stck people touch 
his clothing. Such a request was a 
sign at their taith and 'Jesus rewarded 
it by healing them of their diseases. 

MARK 7 
Verse 1. The Pharisees were a re

ligious sect ot the Jews, and the 
scribes were those whose business it 
was to copy the law ot Moses and ex
pound it unto the people. Both ot 
these groups were constant foes of 
Jesus because he rebuked their hypoc
risies. 

Verso 2. These people were always 
watching to find a cause of complaint. 
They thought they had tound some· 
thing when they saw the disciples eat
Ing without washing. 

Verse 3. This did not refer to or· 
dinary cleansing but to a tradition of 
the elders. 

Verse 4. The tradition required that 
they wash their hands as a ceremony 
under certain conditions, regardleB8 of 
whether the act was necessary Or not. 

Verse 6. They based their criticism 
on the fact that the disciples had dis
regarded the tradition of the elders, 
not that they bad gone contrary to the 
rules of sanitation. 

Verse 6. Jesus directly called those 
people bypocrites and said that Esaias 
(Isaiah) had prophesied about them. 
They spoke one way and their beart 
was interested In another . 

Verse 7. RegardleB8 or the apparent 
goodneSB of the worship that is offered 
to God, if it is based on the command· 

mente or men the worship is vain or 
uscless. 

Verse 8. A person would bave the 
privilege or maintaining his own no
tions about such things as ceremonial 
washing of hands and service vessels, 
provided that was 8.8 far as it went. 
But these people exalted those prac
tices above the commands of God, even 
to the extent of substituting them for 
the dIVine law. . 

Verse 9. FuZZ w ell applies to the 
truthfulness of the statement and not 
to what the Pharisees were doing; 
truly, ye reject, etc. That ye may keep 
denotes they could not keep such tra
ditions as theirs in the way they de
sired without disregarding the com· 
mandments of the Lord. 

Verse 10. The kind ot tradItions 
Jeaus was condemning is specified In 
this and a few following verses. First. 
he cited one or the positive command
ments God gave through Moses, that a 
man should honor his parents. And 
tbis honor included the obligation of 
administering to their needs. 

Verse 11. Oorban is defined In the 
lexicon, "a gift offered to God." These 
Pharisees pretended. to have put their 
money into the Lord's treasury Instead 
or using it to provide some benefit for 
tbelr parents. 

Verse 12. On the pretense that they 
had put their money into the treasury, 
they claimed exemption from consider
ing their parents as dependents. 

Verse 13. In the aforesaid practice 
they made their traditions more im
portant than the inspired law that had 
been delivered to them by the hand or 
Moses. 

Verse 14. Jesus next turned his at
tention to the people in general. He 
wished them not to misunderstand 
what he had said about washing the 
hands. 

Verse 15. He did not mean to be
Uttle the importance of cleanliness. 
The Pharisees were dealing with the 
subject in a ceremonial way only. as 
it the soil on one's hands would cause 
some moral or spiritual bad etrect. 
Jesus was denying tha.t and then stat
ing what would in reality defile one. 
This Is as far as he went 1n his e.."'(. 
planation to .. the people." (See the 
r eason why at Matthew 13: 11.) 

Verse 16. This means for every man 
to use M& O\lpoTtun\UeB to\' hea"t'\ng 
the truth. 

Verse 17. After getting to them
selves, the disciples asked Jesus to 
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explain the parable to them. He did 
80 as explained by the note cited at 
'Verss 15. 

Verse 18. Jesus repeated the state
ment about the outward filth entering 
a man. 

Verse 19. The reason it does not 
defile a man is because it Is not re
tatned, but is eliminated from the 
body along with otber waste matter. 
A draught was similar to our modern 
sanitary stool 

Verse 20. The merc tact ot' its com
ing out is not what defiles a man. The 
idea is that such things as will soon 
be named are what makes a man de
filed, and the issuing ' forth ot them 
reveals what the defilements are. 

Verse 21. The things named in this 
and the following verse are not done 
"on the spur or the moment," but are 
the deliberate intentions ot the beart, 
and that is wby they are said to defile 
a man. Adulteries can be committed 
first in the ' heart (Matthew 6: 28). 
Fornication is virtually the same in 
the eyes ot the Lord, but human laws 
make a difference and the scripture 
condemns both so there will be no 
doubt. Murder is taking human life 
unlawtully atter It has been premedi
tated which Is done in the heart. 

Verse 22. A man does not steal ac
Cidentally but plans to do it. Lac.i.v
iousnesB is filthy deSire and they are 
begun in the heart. An evil eye. Thayer 
says, "Since the eye is the index ot the 
mind, the followIng phrases have 
arisen," then he includes the one 
italicized. Blasphemy is wicked speech 
that Is prompted by the h eart. 

Verse 23. These thIngs defile a man 
because they corrupt his heart and 
then his Ufe through the manner at 
conduct they induce him to practice. 

Verse 24. Jesus lett the vicinity at 
the Sea at Galilee and went on across 
the country to that lying near the Medi
terranean Sea in which were the cities 
of Tyre and Sidon. He wished to have 
Bome privacy and entered into a house 
tor that purpose. Could not be hid-. 
Jesus did not wish to be always per
tormlng miracles to accomplish his 
purposes, but often took the same 
Course that other men would take un
der the same circumstances. In the 
present case the shelter of a house 
was not enough to hide him. 

Verse 25. This woman's daughter 
had an unclean spirit which means 
was possessed witb a devil. This 
daughter was young and ordinarily 
would not be unrigbteous in her man-

er of lite, 'but the possession ot a devil 
was an a:m.tctlon and not a fault. 

Verse 26. In the time of Christ all 
persons who were not Jews were re
garded as Gentiles whatever their na
tionality might be, hence this woman 
being Greek Is rendered Gentile in the 
margin. By nation she was a Syro
phentcian which is a compound word 
meaning a mixture ot the Phoenician 
and Syrian territories. The writer 
mentions this as an explication of the 
attitude that Jesus at first maIntained 
in testing her faith. 

Verse 27. The Greek word tor dog 
Is not the one ordinarily used for that 
animal, but one that Thayer defines 
as "& little dog." It reters to a crea
ture that would be like & child's pet 
and anowed to play about the table 
while its master was eating. The 
crumbs that fell would not be denied 
the dog and the circumslance was 
used for an illustration. Jesus pur
posely used that story to suggest the 
humble speech the woman made. 

Verse 28. The woman dId not resent 
the comparison, but was willing to ac
cept the temporal healing ot ber daugh
ter as crumbs, and leave the bread of 
the Lord's teaching to the chlldl'en. of 
his Father's family, namely, the Jews. 

Verse 29. The woman said just what 
.Tesus wished her to say, and as a re
ward he assured her that the devil had 
been driven out ot her daughter. 

Verse 30. She found it as Jesus 
stated upon her return borne. Atter 
sucb an experience as the girl had su!
fered (Matthew 15: 22 says she was 
"grievously vexed"), she would be 
somewhat prostrated, so the mother 
tound her daughter lyIng on a bed. 

Verse 31. Decapol1s was a region on 
the east side of the Jordan. So Jesus 
left the western part ot Palestine, 
crossed the country and over Jordan 
and on to the coast ot the Sea ot 
Galilee. 

Verse 32. This man was suffering 
with a bodily ailment at bis hearing, 
and that had caused him to be defec
tive in his speech. People learn to 
talk trom childhood by hearing others, 
and it they cannot hear they may not 
learn to talk. 

Verse 33. This physical contact was 
the plan that Jesus saw fit to use in 
this case, not that he could not have 
healed the man otherwise. 

Verse 34. EPHPHATHA is a Greek 
word and the King James translators 
retained it in the text, then gave the 
definition of it which is the Bame that 
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1s in Thayer's lexicon. namely. "be 
thou opened." LookingUrp to heaven 
indicated that be was looking to God 
for cooperation as he always worked 
as a partner with his Father. 

Verse 35. As usual. the CUfe was 
straightway and Dot a prolonged analr. 

Verse 36. Oharged them tell no man. 
Jesus did not want the people to think 
that he was working miracles just 
with the motive of becoming famous. 

Verse 37. The proof these people 
had that J esus did all ' things well was 
the fact that visible changes came to 
the man with whom they were so well 
acquainted. 

MARK 8 
Verse 1. Jesus did many of his 

works through cooperation with his 
disciples. 

Verse 2. The compassion of Jesus 
was caused by the lack of food among 
the multttudes. That would be em
phasized by the moUve that had kept 
them there for three days, which was 
that they might hear the teaching He 
was giving. 

. Verse 3. For comments on this verse 
see those on Matthew 15: 32. 

Verse 4. It is strange the disciples 
fQrgot the occasion of chapter 6: 35·44. 

Verse 6. Jesus never had to ask 
questions for information (John 2: 24. 
25), but he often asked them as a 
means of drawing the disciples into 
the matter at hand. to let them feel a 
sense of responstb1Uty concerning the 
welfare of others. 

Verse 6. They were to sit down tor 
the sake of orderUness. The bread 
was first handed to the disciples who 
then did set ("place nearH-Thayer) 
the bread before them. 

Verse 7. He blessed is equivalent to 
"gave thanks" in the preceding verse. 

Verse 8. Having the baskets of 
scraps left denoted that their beIng 
filled was not just an imagination. 
This is especially significant In view 
of the fact that they had been tasting 
for three days and must have been 
very hungry. 

Verse 9. Matthew 15: 38 says this 
many men besides women and children. 

Verse 10. After dismissing the peo
ple Jesus got into a boat and came to 
the region ot Dalmanutha, a town on 
the west side of the Sea of Galilee. 

Verse 11. It Is honorable to ask ques
tions for information, but the Phari
sees asked them as a temptation ot 

Jesus, thus acting in their usual hypo
critical manner. 

Verse 12. Sighed deeply meana Jesus 
made a deep groan over the perversity 
of those people. He did not consider 
them worthy of much attention. In 
Matthew 16: • he did tell them about 
Jonah, but that was not what they 
really wanted. 

Verse 13. Leaving the crowd, Jesus 
again recrossed the sea. 

Verse 14. They were about to enter 
a region where public markets were 
scarce at best, which ought to have 
prompted the disciples to make spe
cial provision for it. Jesus knew they 
had forgotten about it and used the 
circumstance to test them. 

Verse 15. The disciples knew that 
the Pharisees and Herod were to an 
unfavorable llght with Jesus, but they 
did not grasp the, comparison that was 
made to leaven. 

Verse 16. "A guilty conscience needs 
no reproot" Is an old saying. and it 
about describes the state of mind the 
dISCiples were in. There was scarcely 
any coimection be tween what Jesus 
said and the tact of their having tor
gotten to take bread. 

Verse 17. They bad done their rea
soning to themselves but Jesus knew 
about it and rebuked them for their 
dullness of heart which almost 
amounted to unbelief. 

Verse 18. This verse means they 
did not use their faculties to -arrive at 
just conclusions, even when they had 
visible facts on which to base their 
reasoning. 

Verses 19, 20. To show that It was 
not a lapse in their memory, Jesus 
speCified that part ot the previous feed
ings that especially demonstrated the 
greatness of the miracle (the amount 
ot scraps left) and they remembered 
both instances. 

Verse 21. Jesus rebuked them with 
a question as to their understanding. 
Matthew 16: 12 states that the disci
ples then did understand what Jesus 
meant by leaven. 

Verse 22. The request for Jesus to 
touch the man showed their faith In 
his power. 

Verse 23. Jesus anointed th~ man 
with saliva and touched h is , eyes. 

Verse 24. Men looked Uke trees 
walking to this man ; that is, he saw 

. tbat much but the vision was in
distinct. 

Verse 25. Jesus next touched the 
man's eyes and be saw clearly, This 
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circumstance has been referred to by 
some as an answer to our cla.im that 
miraculous cures were instantaneous. 
But It is no vaJld argument, for Jesus 
just saw fit to perform two miracles, 
and eacb was Instantaneous. To be 
like the modern so-called miraeles, the 
man should have been receiving re
peated treatments and the sight re
turning gradually. little by Uttle, until 
he could see clearly. Instead. as soon 
as Jesu8 touched the man's eyes the" 
first time be could see objects. Had 
nothing more been done he would 
always bave seen that well. So that 
each of the miracles was complete and 
instantaneous. 

Verse 26. See the comments on Mark 
7: 36 for the present verse. 

Verse 27. The origin of the name 
Caesarea. Phlllppi is explained at Mal
thew 16: 13. The question Jesus asked 
bls disciples was tor the introduction 
to the more important subject of the 
faith they bad In him. 

Verse 28. These opinions were based 
on the doctrine called "transmIgra
tion," which is explained by a· note at 
Matthew 14 : 2. 

Verse 29. Who1n say ye was ad
dressed to all the apostles, but Peter 
usually was the spokesman and he 
made the confession of faith on behalf 
of the otbers. 

Verse 30. This cbarge was not like 
the ODe in verse 26 and others as it 
had nothing directly to do with his 
miracles. It meant that It was not 
time to "release" the fundamental 
claim of bis dIvinity to the whole 
world. 

Verse 31. It was near enough to the 
end to.. introduce the sad information 
of how Jesus was to be treated by the 
Jewish leaders. This one verse covers 
the persecution. death and resurrection 
of Jesus. But it seems that Peter no
ticed only the bad part of it and over
looked the glorious assurance of the 
resurrection. Doubtless that was be
cause he was still under the delusion 
that Jesus was to set up an earthly 
kingdom, which be could Dot do if he 
died a violent death. 

Verse 32. With that error in mind 
Peter spoke against the prediction of 
Jesus. 

Verse 33. Satan accomplished his 
purpose in the garden by contradict
ing the saying of God. Peter contra
dicted the statement of Jesus and 
hence he called him by that name. 
Savourest means to be interested in a 
thing, and Jesus meant that Peter was 

interested in a temporal kingdom in
.tead of the splrllual kingdom of God. 

Verse 34. CrOS8 is used figuratively 
and means that tollowing Christ re
quires one to make sacrifices. Many 
things must be denied to 8. man who 
tries to serve Jesus. 

Verse 35. Two kinds of Ufe are con
sidered In thts verse. The passage 
would read that whoever seeks to save 
his temporal lite at the expense of 
righteousness will lose his spiritual 
life. And of course the opposite is true 
of the man who puts spiritual things 
above everything else. 

Verse 36. Profit means to obtain 
from an investment more than was 
put into It. If a man buys the whole 
world with the price of his soul he 
will be a loser, tor the price paid is 
many Urnes more valuable than the 
thing purchased. 

Verse 37. This verse has the same 
thought as the preceding but with a 
different figure. It Is compared to a 
man pawning his soul for the plea
sures or thIs world. : When he would 

. wish to redeem his soul trom the 
"pawn shop" of the world he will not 
be able because the things of the wOl."ld 
wlll then be gone out of existence. 

Verse 38. Whosoever therefore. Since 
a wasted Ufe wtll have nothing with 
which to redeem the soul. it is folly 
to disregard J C8US (be ashamed of 
him) in this world. Such a man will 
be disregarded by Jesus when he is 
in his presence and that ot his angels. 

MARK 9 
Verse 1. This statement of Jesus de· 

notes that the kingdom of heaven was 
not yet set up, and also it was to come 
in the lifetime of some men then liv· 
ing. Since aU ot the people living then 
are dead, we know that the kingdom 
ot heaven has been in existence tor 
centuries and that much teaching on 
that subject today is false. 

Verse 2. 8ix day8 alter the conver· 
sation of the preceding verse is what 
is meant, These are the three apostles 
whom Jesus frequently took with him 
on special missions. To be transfigured 
me~ to take on another appearance. 

Verse 3. Wbite raiment indicates 
purity and heavenly splendor. A fuller 
is a cleapser of cloth and no man in 
that occupation could put a garment 
into the' condition ot whiteness that 
appeared upon the body ot Jesus. 

Verse 4. EUas Is the same as Elijah 1 
• .. " •• , •••• , w~ •• , ro

J 
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heaven In a whIrlwInd (2 KIngs 2: 11) 
and hence never died. Moses was the 
lawgiver of the Old Testament and died 
(Deuteronomy 34: 5). Peter, James 
and John had not died and were there-' 
fore still in the flesh. So at this event 
the three states of man were repre
sented, the fleshly. the intermediate 
and the eternal. 

Verse 5, Peter had a reeling of hos· 
pitallt)" and wished to provide tor the 
guests, which Indicates they had the 
appearance of men who could be cared 
for tn earthly housing. 

Verse 6. Wist Is an obsolete word 
meanlng be knew not~what to say, or, 
he did not realize wbat hth.was say· 
ing. Sore afraid mean~:tlrey 'Were ex· 
ceedtngly amazed. ,~. 

Verse 7. The announcement from 
the cloud was Uke the one beard at 
the baptism of Jesus except It had the 
words, hear him. The earthly work of 
Jesus was virtually completed and the 
authority of the Son ot God over 
Moses and the prophets was thus an
nounced in this important assembly. 

Verse 8. The purpose of the visit of 
the special guests was accompl1shed, 
and when the apostles rallied from 
their amazement they noted. the ab
sence of Moses and EUas. 

Verse 9. This vision was so speCial 
that the public in general was not yet 
ready tor its announcement. (See the 
comments on chapter 8: 30.) 

Verse 10. The restriction Jesus 
placed 'on them which was connected 
wlth the resurrectlon contused the 
apostles. They discussed the subject 
among themselves and then decided 
to ask Jesus a Question. 

Verae 11. The apostles did not re
alize that Elias was used figuratively 
only. 

Verse 12. Jesus affirmed the pre
diction that Elias was to come ftr~t 
and restore all things, which means to 
get things in readiness for Christ. 

Verse 13. Jesus then explained. that 
the predIction had been fulfilled. ThIs 
matter 18 explained In more detail at 
Matthew 17: 10·12. 

Verse 14. Came to his disciples means 
the ones Jes11:s lett waiting while he 
was in the mount. The scribes were 
generally at hand with their critical 
questions, and when they could not 
approach Jesus they contacted his 
disciples. 

Verse 15. The people means the 
crowd in general who were usually in 
a favorable frame of mind toward 

Jesus. Their attention was called to 
hIm and they were greatly amazed or 
surprised. But they were tavorably 
Impressed by his sudden appearance 
for they came and saluted him. 

Verse 16. Jesus asked the scribes 
why they were questioning the discI
ples. As far as the text goes they 
never answered the question put to 
them by Jesus. 

Verse 17. One ot the multitude (not 
one at the scribes) announced to Jesus 
that he had brought his son unto him. 
That denotes that he came with hIs 
son expecting to meet J eSllS. But 8S 
he was not with the disciples the 
father had turned the case over to 
tbem. A dumb 8Pirit is stated because 
it had that eitect on the boy. We know 
It does not literally mean the devil 
that was dumb for when Jesus com· 
manded it to come out (verse 26) it 
cried Which shows the spirit itself was 
not dumb. 

Verse 18. These symptoms were the 
ettects this particular spirit had on 
the boy. The possession of evil spirits 
did not always work the same, the 
reason for which Is not made known 
In the text. The father then atated 
that the disciples could not cast the 
evil spirit out of his son. 

Verse 19. This charge at faithful· 
ness was meant for the disciples (Mat· 
thew 17: 20). 

Verse 20. These terrible symptoms 
were the results ot being possessed 
with a devil. The devils knew Jesus 
and teared him, but as a desperate 
piece of vengeance when this one saw 
Jesus he overcame the boy and in· 
tlicted the Injuries mentioned. 

Verse 21. This son had been pos-
sessed with the devil most of his lite. 

Verse 22. The child evidently would 
have lost his life had it not been for 
friends. 

Verse 23. AU th.ing8 are possible as 
tar as the Lord's power is concerned, 
but he does not bestow that power un· 
less the case is regarded worthy, and 
that point is frequently (not always) 
determined by the degree of faith 
manifested. 

Verse 24. Believe and unbelief seem 
like opposite terms. The man said 
he did belteve, so the request meant 
that his faith should be made stronger. 

Verse 25. Jesus did not want the 
commotion to become too great 80 he 
dId bis work promptly. The devils are 
intelligent beings 1s the reason the 
Lord could command them. 
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Verse 26. The spirit cried which 
shows it was not dumb, but it had 
produced dumbness at Urnes in the 
boy. Having suttered theBe attacks 
from early chJ1dbood the boy was ex
hausted when the devil was cast out 
so that he appeared to be dead. 

Verse 27. Jesus then eured the boy 
of his weakness 80 that he arose. 

Verse 28. The disciples were batned 
over their failure to cast out the devil. 
and when they bad a chance alone 
they asked Jesus to explain this failure. 

Verse 29. The account that Mark 
gives Is very brief. For a fuller treat
ment of the subject see the text and 
my comments at Matthew 17: 20. 21. 

Verse 30. This verse means that 
Jesus wished to have as much privacy 
as possible. His public work was about 
over and it was unnecessary to meet 
the pubJJc as he bad. 

Verse 31. Jesus warned his dIsciples 
ot what was coming, and the same 
things had been prophesied in the Old 
Testament. 

Verse 32. The language of Jesus was 
plain and he used words that were in 
common use. The Teason the disciples 
did not understand them was their 
delusIon of an earthly kingdom they 
thought he was going to set up. 

Verse 33. Jesus did not need to ask 
questions tor information (John 2: 
25), but this was bts way ot brInging 
the subject before the disciples, for 
he knew they had been disputing about 
It as they were going to Capernaum. 

Verse 34. They held. their peace be
cause they felt ashamed as well as sur· 
prised that he could read what had not 
been intended tor him even to . hear. 
They had an earthly torm at kingdom 
in mind that Jesus was to set up, and 
Were contending among themselves 
about who should be in the highest 
poSition as a member of it. 

Verse 35. True greatness is the sub
ject of this speech ot Jesus. In earthly 
kingdoms It Is usual tor roen to seek 
prominence and try to become great 
from the standpoint ot authority over 
others. In the kingdom at heaven it is 
just the opposite of that. One I'eason 
Is that this kingdom is an absolute 
monarchy. and in sucb a government 
any attempt of the citizens to attain 
to greatness in the nature at authority 
must. be interpreted as an Infringe· 
ment upon the king. 

Verse 36. This· child was small tor 
Jesus took him in his arms, after he 

had placed him in tull view of the 
apostle •. 

Verse 37. Receiving a little chUd in 
the name of Christ means to do so be· 
cause of the comparison between theni. 

- A man who will do that is bound to 
have a humble attitude, and humility 
is what constitutes true greatness in 
the kingdom of Christ. Receiveth not 
me, but him, etc. This denotes the 
close aSSOCiation between Christ and 
his Father. No person can obtain any 
favor from one of them it he ignores 
the other. 

Verse 38. We noUce that no denial 
was made as to whether the man ac· 
tually was casting out devils. The 
Complaint was that he was not walk· 
ing along bodily in the same crowd 
with Jesus and the twelve. John did 
not understand that only the apostles 
were required to "be with him" in that 
sense. (See chapter 3: 14.) 

Verse 39. The fact the man was ac
tually casting out devils proved that 
he was a true disciple. Had he been a 
mere pretender he wouJd have faUed 
as did the men reported in Acts 19: 
13-16 who were brought to such shame
ful deteat. 

Verse 4.0. There is no actual neu
trality with regard to matters per· 
tatning to Christ. A man may not be 
very active in an unrighteous lite, but 
unless he is active in the service for 
Christ he Is counted as being "on the 
other side" (Obadiah 11). 

Verse 41. Thts is to be understood 
in the same 11.ght as verse 37. 

Verse 42. When a man becomes like 
a little child he Is then classed as a 
little one in the sense of the word 
here. This is evident from the truth 
that he can be offended which means 
to stumble or do wrong, and that is 
possible only with a person of respon
sible age and mentality. 

Verse 4.3. Ot!end meana to ·cause to 
stumble or do wrong. The hand Is a 
valuable member ot the body and is 
used to illustrate anything one might 
be cherishing but that causes him to 
do wrong. One would give up the hand 
it it became diseased and endangered 
the whole life of the man. Likewise, 
we should sacrifice any practice or as
sociate however dear, if our spiritual 
welfare should be endangered by it. A 
description of hen as it Is defined in 
the lexicon may be seen with com
ments on Matthew 5: 30. 

Verae 44. AU ot the illustrations 
that are ever used here or elsewbere 
as to the duration ot punishment, must 
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be interpreted to mean that the un
saved will be in punishment that will 
be consciouB and endless. Their worm 
dieth. not is commented upon by an
other wri ter in better language than I 
can produce as tollows: "The awfully 
vivid idea ot an undying worm, ever
lastingly consuming an unconsumabI~ 
body." The reason the WOrm w1ll not 
die Is that the body will not he COD
sumed, even though in the midst ot an 
unquenchable fire, and hence there 
will always be something to keep the 
worm alive. 

Verse 45. The foot is used instead 
ot the liand. otherwIse the lesson in 
this verse is the same as that in verse 
48 on the subject of making selt-denials. 

Verse 46. Worm dieth Mt Is ex
plained at verse 44. 

Verse 47. This Is the same lesson 
as In verses 43 and 45. 

Verse 48. See verse 44 for the ex~ 
planation of this. 

Verse 49. salted. with fire. Here we 
see fire used figuratively tor salt. Salt, 
through its preserving qualities. tends 
to perpetuate an object brought into 
contact with it. It is thus connected 
with the fire of -perdition because of 
the perpetual duration of that fire. 
Salt Is used wIth the idea. at perpetua
tion in Numbers 18: 19. 

Verse 50. Just ,as salt is used to 
tIlustrate the -perpetuation of the pun~ 
ishment of the wicked, BO it also can 
preserve and perpetuate the good 
qualities at man. Jesus exhorted the 
disciples not to let the salt of their 
good Uves lose its strength. They 
could have peace one with another by 
using the salt of brotherly love. 

MARK 10 
Verse 1. Arose from thence refers 

to Capernaum where Jesus had been 
teaching, and started on the journ:ey 
toward Jer usalem. By the farther Stat 
is the same as saying by way 0/ that. 
region; the route traveled was along 
the eastern side of the Jordan. As 
usual. the crowds gathered about Jesus 
and he taught them. 

Verse 2. In Matthew's account of 
this conversaUon (chapter 19: 3) the 
Pharisees add the words "tor every 
cause." Mark says they asked the 
question for the purpose of tempting 
Jesus. They hoped he would say some
thing that would disagree with the 
law and thus give them an occasion 
tor accusing him. 

Verse 3. Instead of answering di-

reet. Jesus asked. them to r epeat the 
law of Moses pD the subject of the ,ques
tion they proressed to have in mind. 

Verse 4. They stated the law cor
rectly as tar as they went, and that 
law may be seen in Deuteronomy- 24: 1. 

Verse 5. Jesus did not deny their 
citation but explained t.he reason for 
the law; the people were not in the 
favorable attitude tor the strictness of 
enforcement, and as an emergency 
Borne tolerance was extended to them. 

Verse 6. Jesus also informed them 
. that it was not always that way, and 

his teaching soon indicated tha.t a re
tUrn to the original ruling would be 
required after the kingdom of heaven 
was set up. The original order was 
that God made them male and female; 
singular on both sides, not male and 
females. 

Verse 7. For this cause means for 
the cause soon to be stated. a man 
should leave his fath er and mother 
and cleave to his wife. The word 
cleave means that he should join his 
body with hers in the fleshly rela· 
tionship. 

Verse 8. The result ot that cleaving 
was to be that the two bodies would 
become onc in the flesh. Not only 
would they be one. flesh at the time of 
the union, but it was to be permanent. 
for it says they would be no more 
twain, but one flesh. 

Verse 9. It says that ·God joined 
these two, and that was because the 
ordinance was authorized ot God. The 
tlesbly union made them one and the 
unfaithfulness ot either would be the 
way that the union could be 'Put 
asunder. 

Verse 10. The disciples wished to 
have further information. 

Verse 11. The wish was granted by . 
the statement of this verse. The 
simple fact ot divorcing a wife does 
not constitute adultery, but the reo 
marriage to another (except when the 
wife has been unfaithful, Matthew 19: 
9) does. 

Verse 12. The same rule applies to 
a wife that does to a husband. 

Verse 13. It is natural tor people 
to · want their children admired and 
even to be ton dIed. These children 
were brought to Jesus for that pur
pose, and it is not any surprise that 
such a desire would exist, especially 
in view of the impartance of this great 
"friend of man." The disciples evi· 
dently thought that Jesus had more 
important th~ngs to do than to notice 
children. ~ 
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Verse H . Jesus overheard the ob· 
jeotion. or hi. dleclpl .. and concluded 
it was an appropriate time to give 
them a lesson louching the principles 
of his kingdom soon to be set up. Of 
such should be noted. for it is very Big· 
niftcant Little chlldren were not to 
become members of the kingdom, tOT 
they do not need it. The point Is that 
the spirit ot those who are acceptable 
members of the kingdom of heaven 
must become like that of a little child. 

Verse 15. Receive the kingdom 0/ 
God BI a little cMld means they must 
become as the child in spirit. other
wise they w11l not be welcomed into 
the kingdom. 

Verse 16. J esus then gave an ex
ample of bis own teaching by taking 
the children tn his arms and bestow
ing upon them a caressing touch. 
Blef8eli them means he pronounced his 
good wishes upon them. 

Verae 17. The teaching of Jesus had 
given the impressIon that something 
special would be required In order to 
have eternal life. No doubt tbls man 
(who Matthew says was young, chap.. 
ter 19 : 20) sincerely desired eternal 
Ufe. but he bad no idea what he would 
be required to do in obtaining It. 

Verse 18. None good but one is ex
pla.1ned at Mattbew 19: 17. 

Verse 19. These six commandments 
of the Decalogue are the ones that per
tain to man's dealing with man. Jesus 
knew that in tbls man's case the extra 
law he would give would also be in 
that class. 

Verse 20. The man claimed to have 
kept all of these and Jesus did not 
deny It. 

Verse 21. A part of Thayer's defi
nition of the original for love Is "to 
regard the welfare of." Knowing the 
.situation with the young man, Jesus 
considered that his spiritual welfare 
was at stake. He decided to show him 
what would be necessary to assure 
him of that welfare. which was to dis
pose of bis rIches. 

Verse 22. The man's attachment to 
his ricbes was the occasion ot this 
grief. 

Verse 23. How hardly shall they . .. 
enter the krngdom. of God. The reader 
should see the comments covering this 
whole event at Matthew 19: 20-27. 

Verse 24. The words trust in riches 
gives the key to this subject. which is 
expressed also by Paul in 1 Timothy 
6: 17. and is virtually the same as "the 
love of money" in the eame chapter 
and verse 10. !' 

Verse 25. This needle Is explained 
in the comments cited 1n verse 23. 

Verse 26. The disciples were taking 
a purely pbysical view of tbe subject. 

Verse 27. With God all things are 
possible as far as power is concerned. 

Verse 28. Have left all meant they 
had literally lett their homes In order 
to travel with Jesus in his Journeys 
through the country. 

Verse 29. Many things had to be left 
behind it they went with Jesus in this 
kind ot a journey. for they would have 
been encumbrances to tbe work. 

Verse 30. Now in this time refers to 
the life on earth with these apostles. 
but after their bodily association with 
Jesus had been fuUmed. They were 
to have their homes and families for 
their personal use again (such as Peter 
rejoining his wife. 1 Corinthians 9: 
5). but would be required to endure 
persecutions tor the sake of their re
ligion. World to CO-me means the age 
after the judgment In which the right
eous will enjoy eternal life. 

Verse 31. This Important language 
Is commented upon at Matthew 19: 30. 

Verse 32. Jesus had told his dis
ciples that he was to be mistreated 
(chapter 8: 31), and they seemed to 
think he should not voluntarily go to 
Jerusalem. When they saw that he 
was even foremost In the journey they 
were amazed. Although' they followed 
along after him they were under a 
feeling of terror. 

Verse 33. Instead of trying to lessen 
their fears by painting the picture In 
some favorable colors. Jesus repeated 
wbat he ha.d said to them before. 
Deliver him to the Gentiles was to be 
because the Jews could not execute 
the death sentence. 

Verse 34. Jesus usually included the 
resurrection in bis predictions of his 
death. 

Verse 35. This request was for the 
sake or James and John. but Matthew 
20: 20. 21 states that their mother 
made the plea to Jesus. 

Verse 36. The Lord knows what we 
need or want betore we ask him. but 
he desires that we ask him (Matthew 
6: 8). 

Verse 37. This request was based on 
their idea ot an earthly kingdom. 

Verse 38. The diSCiples did not re
aItze what was involVed in their reo 
quest. They thought only of the glory 
that was supposed to come upon those 
in positions ot authority in the king
doms of the world. The cup and bap. 
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tfsm that Jesus mentioned were figura
tive, referring to the trials that were 
in store tor those who were associated 
with Cbrist in the kingdom of heaven. 

Verse 39, Without realizing what it 
meant. the disciples indicated they 
were ready to accept the cup and bap
tism. Even in a spiritual kingdom, 
such a cup and baptism as Jesus meant 
were to be expected. hence he told 
them tbey would have that experience. 

Verse 40. Is not 'mrne to give is ex
plained at Matthew 20: 23. 

Verse 41. The other apostles were 
displeased with James and John. It 
evidently was because of their desire 
to be seated above the others in places 
ot authority. 

Verse 42. Jesus found it necessary 
so many times to explain tbe funda
mental difference as to true greatness 
between his kingdom and those of the 
world. In them the strongest are the 
ones who exercise the rule of authority 
and domination. 

Verses 43, 44. It was to be the oppo
site of that in the kingdom of heaven. 
In it the truly greatest citizens will 
be the ones who render the most ser
vice to others. 

Verse 45. The principle of service 
as a sign of true greatness was prac
ticed by the Son of man notwithstand
ing he was to be the king. He devoted 
ble Ute on earth to service unto others, 
then crowned that service by giving 
bls life for the benefit of the whole 
world that all might be saved who 
would serve him. 

Verse 46. Jesus came to Jericho 
after crossing the Jordan on the way 
to Jerusalem. As he and his disciples 
with a great number of other people 
were leaving that city, they passed a 
blind beggar sitting by the wayside. 

Verse 47. This man had been asking 
for the necessities of life only, for he 
did not expect any of the people to be 
able to do anything for his blindness. 
But the fame of Jesus had reached his 
ear8, and learning that he was passing 
by It prompted him to ask for a more 
Important favor. 

Verse 48. The crowd thought the 
bUnd man was interrupting the work 
of Jesus, but he was made more per
sistent by the attempt to quiet him. 

Verses 49, 50. Whoever was given 
the command to call the bUnd man 
gave him a kindly greeting. Upon in
formation that Jesus had heard his 
plea he arose and went to him. He 

cast away his outer garment that he 
might move more easlly. 

Verse 51. Jesus knew the nature of 
the man's aJftliction, but wished him to 
express bis request as an indlcatton of 
his faith. (See comments at verse 36). 

Verse 52. For the sake of his faitb 
the Lord granted the unfortunate man 
his sight. NoUce that it was imme
diately as aU truly miraculous cures 
were done. 

MARK 11 
Verse 1. The mount of Oltves was 

near Jerusalem (Acts 1: 12) and the 
towns named were on 01' near the 
mount. They are mentioned to Indi
cate how "nigh" they were. 

Verse 2. Jesus usually traveled on 
foot, and being 80 near the city he 
would not change bis mode of travel 
just from befng tired. But be wished. 
to prepare for the fulfilling of a cer
tain prophecy by procuring this ani
mal. He. instructed his disciples to 
bring him a colt tied in a nearby vil
lage, one that had never been "broke 
to ride." 

Verse S. They were given the au
thority to take the colt, equipped with 
the all-8utftcient explanation to its 
owners that the Lord hath need 01 him. 

Verse.. They found the colt tied 
at an intersection of two streets, or 
rather, where they came together 8B 
"a fork in the road." 

Verse 6. The inquiry was made of 
them that Jesus had anticipated. It 
was quite natural to ask for an ex
planation when others besides the 
owners were taking possession of this 
untrained colt. 

Verse 6. Their explanation was ac
cepted as Jesus said it would be. 

Verse 7. Brought the colt ... he 3a.t 
upon him. Jesus rode the mother of 
the colt also although Mark does not 
say so. For an explanation of this 
subject see the comments On Matthew 
21: 5. 

Verse 8. When a dignltary was ap
proaching, it was customary to make 
a carpet on which he might proceed. 
These people did so with the materials 
at hand, namely. their outer garments. 
Some found the branches or leaves of 
palm trees to use for a carpet. 

Verse 9. Hosanna is defined in the 
comments on Matthew 21: 9. 

Verse 10. OUr father David.. These 
people were Jews who had come to 
Jerusalem to attend the teast or the 
Passover. They were acquainted with 
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tbe prophecies that David was to have 
a descendant who was to sit on his 
throne and here recognized Jesus as 
that person. (See Psalms 132: 11). 

Verse 11. This verse mentions only 
in general terms the visit of Jesus to 
the temple. In Matthew 21: 12, 13, is 
the account of his casting Qut the 
moneychangers, and it is also men
tioned 1~ verse 15 of this chapter. 
Having purged the temple, Jesus went 
out to the nearby village of Bethany 
to stay over night. 

Verse 12. In the morning they re
turned from Bethany and Jesus be
came hungry. 

Verse 13. See the comments at Mat
thew 21: 19 for the explanation of the 
fig tree. 

Verse 14. No man eat fruit of thee 
is the curse pronounced upon the fig 
tree. 

Verse 15. Thjs verse describes what 
is referred to at verse 11 and in the 
passage in Matthew. The chronological 
order of the events 1s not quite the 
same in Mark as it is in Matthew, but 
the facts are the same so that no con
tradiction exists. 

Verse 16. This verse meaDS Jesus 
stOPped all commercial acttvities in 
the temple. 

Verse 17. The place where this say
ing is written is Isaiah 56: 7. Jesus 
called it a den Of thieves because they 
were taking advantage ot the situation 
to charge undue fees for their trans
actions; they were profiteering. 

Verse 18. The scribes and chief 
priests feared him in the bad sense of 
that word. They were afraid of an 
uprising among the people if they did 
any harm to J eSU8. 

Verses 19, 20. On the return to 
Jerusalem they observed the fig tree 
that Jesus had cursed. So completely 
did this "curse" atrect the fig tree that 
it had withered from its top to its 
roots. 

Verse 21. Peter caUed the attention 
of Jesus to the fig tree, evidently in a 
maDner that indicated his astonish
ment. 

Verse 22. The first reply of Jesus 
was that it requires faith In God. 

Verse 23. No miracles were per
formed by Jesus or his apostles for the 
mere gratification of curiosity, or just 
to make a show of power. If any good 
reason appeared for removing a moun
tain in this way it could be done, for 
one miracle is as easy as another as 
far as power is concerned. 

Verse 24. Even miracles that are 
right and needed cannot be performed 
without the proper degree of faith. 
(See Matthew 17: 19-21.) 

Verse 25. The word stan(t does not 
refer to the posture of the body, but Is 
a term that applies to the establ1shed 
practlce of praying. Besides, the things 
Jesus instructs to be done in connec
tion with praying to God are Just as 
necessary in any other position of the 
body as they are in that at standing. 

Verse 26. The duty ot forgiving 
others in connection with our plea tor 
pardon, mentioned in this and the pre
ceding verse, is taught in Matthew 
6: 12-15_ 

Verse 27. The old foes of Jesus were 
these men who .met him in the temple. 

Verse 28. These things means the 
driving ot the moneychangers out ot 
the temple. 

Verses 29-33. For an explanation at 
this passage see -Matthew 21: 24-27. 

MARK 12 
Verse 1. See the comments at Mat· 

thew 13: 3 as to the right use of Par
ables. For other comments as to the 
householder see Matthew 21: 33. 

Verse 2. At the sea.ton. It taKes 
time to prod uce truU, bence the house
holder did not expect any products 
until the proper time when he sent a 
special servant for them. 

Verses 3-5. This reters to the mis
treatment that the Jews showed to the 
prophets and other righteous teachers 
who were sent among them by the 
Lord. 

Verse 6. Jesus was a Jew who was 
sent to that nation as the rightful heir 
of all his Father's possessions, and 
he should have been received with 
great respect. 

Verse 7. Being the hetr, it he could 
be removed there would seem to be no 
one to claim the property, hence the 
workers planned to make away with 
him. 

Verse 8. The wicked workel's carried 
out their plot and slew the Son ot' the 
householder. which reters to the treat
ment that Jesus was soon to receive 
at the hands of the wicked Jews. 

Verse 9. According to Matthew's 
account (chapter 21: 40, 41), this an
swer to the question of Jesus was 
made by the Jews. Having in mind 
some' literal case of an earthly vine
yard, tbey answered correctly. not re
alizing that their own answer would 
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condemn them for their wicked atU· 
tude towards the servants of God. 

Verses 10, 11. Jesus began opening 
their understanding of the parable by 
referring to a prediction In the Old 
Testament. 

Verse 12. They doubtless were aware 
of this statement and must have be
gun to see the 11gbt that was exposing 
them. But they were restrained from 
doing anything to Jesus because of 
their fear of public sentiment that was 
favorable to him. 

Verse 13. Heroclians were a family 
party among the Jews who favored the 
Romans. This Is described more ex
tensively in the comments on Mat
Matthew 22: 16. 

Verse U. Atter some expressions of 
pure flattery these hypocrites carne out 
with their Question. They had. the de
lusion that the kingdom which Jesus 
was soon to set up would be a tem
poral one, and hence a rival of the 
Roman Empire. In that case he would 
logically disapprove of any financial 
support of Caesar. It they could get 
him to say so, they would have a basIs 
for accusing him of being an enemy 
of the lawful government. 

Verse 15. Knowing their hypocrisy, 
Jesus did not answer directly by "yes" 
or "no," but asked to see a piece of 
money. 

Verse 16. The coIns ot about all 
countries have the Image of some im
portant person on them, and also some 
saying or mbtto Is inscribed thereon. 
Jesus took the criUcs by surprise by 
askIng to whom the coin belonged. 
They answered correctly that it was 
the property of Caesar. Incidentally. 
this ver)' coin was the k ind that was 
used in paying the tribute to Caesar's 
government. 

Verse 17. Anyone would have to say 
it is right to give back to a man that 
which js rightfully bis. They just had 
said the coin belonged to Caesar, 80 It 
was natural that Jesus would tell them 
to give it back to hIm. In 80 dOing 
they would be performing the very 
thing they asked Jesus tt it was law· 
ful to do. They marvele(t means they 
were amazed and So stunned that they 
had nothing more to say. 

Verses 18·23. To save space let the 
reader see comments on Matthew 22: 
23-28 _ _ 

Verses 24, 25. For the explanation 
of thi& .paragraph see Matthew , 22: 
29, 30. 

Verse 26. Book of MOB" Is so. called 

because God inspired him to write It. 
God declared himself to be the God- of 
these patriarchs whom the Sadducees 
professed to love. 

Verse 27. God Is not a God of the 
dead (which these Sadducees as well 
as everyone else admitted) , yet these 
patriarchs bad been in their gra:ves 
tor centuries. That proves there is 
something in man that lives after 
the body is placed 1n the grave. 

Verse 28. In Matthew's account of 
this conversa tion (chapter 22: 34.(0) 
it is stated that the purpose of this 
question was to t empt Jesus, while the 
present passage says nothing about 
that. Instead, the latter part of the 
conversation Indicates a favorable at· 
titude toward Jesus. Both phases of it 
afe true and explanable on a reason
able basis. Atter the scribe put the 
tempting question to Jesus, the reply 
was so unanswerable that he was 
drawn over to tbe better view of it 
and brought forth the good remarks 
reported ot him. The question asked 
of Jesus was untair because no one of 
God 's commands Is any more import· 
ant or greater than another. 

Verse 29. The one great dIfference 
would be the contrast between God 
and man. Logically, then, a command 
to love God would come first in the 
sense ot priority. 

Verse 30. This command requires 
that God shall be loved with all the 
powers ot man. 

Verse 31. The preceding command 
is first In priority, but the second one 
is like it In tbe sense ot authority that 
is back ot it. 

Verse 32. The' scribe was atfected by 
the answer of Jesus and verified it. 
He went farther and stated the reason 
why we should love the Lord wbole
heartedly, and that was because there 
Is only one God. ' 

Verse 33. The scribe summed up in 
this verse what constitutes the enUre 
Decalogue, In that he cites the two 
commandments on which all the law 
and prophets hung (Matthew 22: 40). 
The reason he assIgned for his con· 
clusion was that it ' was better than 
burnt offerings. A 'man' might offer 
whole droves of animals for: the out~ 
ward show. but not actually be moved 
by genuine love for God or man. 

Verse 34. The kingdom of God had 
not been set up when this conversa
tion took place, hence no actual dis
tance could exist between it and any 
person as to specific Items required 
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for entrance into It. But the scribe 
expressed a principle of life that was 
so different from that of the Pharisees, 
that Jesus meant he was advocating 
ideas that were much like what would 
be required of persons in the kingdom 
when it did become a fact on earth. 
This conversation atlanced the criUcs 
80 that none of them asked Jesus any 
more questions. 

Verse 35. Many of the Jews ad
mitted that Christ was an actual de
scendant of David according to the 
flesh. but denIed that be was divine or 
related to him spiritually. 

Verse 36. Jesus then quoted Psalms 
110: 1 where David referred to him 
as "my Lord." 

Verse 37. Tbe quesUon put to them 
was how Christ could be hoth a Bon 
of David and also bie Lord. Common 
people has been referred to from a 
sentimental motive as it it was a COD
trast between the humble folks and 
the self-righteous scribes and Phari
sees. We may say these people were 
of that type if we alter our remarks 
as a. comment, but the word does not 
mean that. It Is from POLUS which 
means "the masses." 

Verse 38. Long clothmg was wO.rn 
to attract attention and obtain speCIal 
salutations in public such as the mar
ket places where many people resorted. 

Verse 39. Ohief 8eats means the 
front pews that faced the audience, 
and uppermost TOOms at feasts means 
the highest seats, those that gave an 
advantage ot display. 

Verse 40. Devour wid.ow8" houses 
means they took advantage or them to 
obtain thefr property. For more de
taUed comments on this verse see the 
comments on Matthew 23: 14. 

Verse 41. This money W88 a volun
tary offering made for the upkeep of 
the temple. The rich cast in much in 
actual count of the money. 

Verse 42. This widow cast in two 
mites instead of "one" as generally 
stated. 

Verse 43. Jesus stated in Uteral lan
guage what he meant comparatively. 

Verse 44. Jesus explained his state
ment to mean that the widow made 
the sacriHce in that she gave all that 
she had. The rich gave much and yet 
had much left and hence did not make 
any sacrifice. 

MARK 13 
Verse 1. The Jews admired the 

temple because of its apparent firm
ness, being remodeled and reinforced 

througb forty and six years of work 
(John 2: 20). 

Verse 2. Notwtthstandtng the seem
ing indestructible form of the buOd
ing, Jesus predicted tbat the time was 
coming when it not only would be 
wrecked, but the destruction would be 
so great that all the stones would be 
scattered out over the ground. 

Verse 3. The mount ot Olives was 
near Jerusalem (Acts 1: 12), and Jesus 
went from the temple to that place 
and sat down. The usual trio of dis
Ciples. Peter, James and John. was 
joined by Andrew, and they asked 
Jesus privately for information. 

Verse 4. The subject matter ot this 
and the remaining verses of the chap
ter Is the same as that in Matthew 24. 
It has been dealt with In much detail 
at that place and the reader is urged 
to consult those comments. In view 
of saving space. the comments in the 
present chapter will he brief and the 
reader may supplement the informa
tion obtained in this chapter with the 
more exhaustive remarks in Matthew. 

Verse 6. The false prophets would 
purposely confuse the destruction of 
Jerusalem with the second coming of 
ChrIst, and be warned his disciples to 
beware. 

Verse 6. It was known that a great 
person to be hailed as the Christ was 
predicted by the prophets, and these 
impostors would take advantage of the 
disturbed conditions to make a claim 
to the prophecy before the readers of 
the Old Testament. 

Verse 7. These wars were thf' COD-
1Hcts going OD in the northern parts 
of Palestine and Syria between the 
Romans and Jews and other people. 

Verse 8. The Roman Empire was 
made up or various small natlons. and 
they were set In motton of war acttvi
ties against each other by the general 
distUrbance between the Romans and 
Jews. Beginni.ng, of 8orrows Is com
mented upon In Matthew 24: 8. 

Verse 9. The1l shall deliver you up 
refers to the false teachers who were 
to come among the people. When the 
disciples resisted they were persecuted 
and put to death. 

Verse 10. By the time the wars 
ended. in the destruction of Jerusalem, 
the Gospel was preached in all the 
countries of the world. (Romans 10: 
18.) 

Verse 11. The apostles were assured 
of moral and spiritual victory even 
though they were brought before the 
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courts. The things necessary to be 
said would be glven them by inspira
tion trom the }"ather. 

Verse 12. These family troubles 
would be caused by the fact that Borne 
of the members would be true fol
lowers of Christ and others would not. 
(Matthew 10: 34·37.) 

Verse 13. All men would bale the 
true discIples for the same reason that 
their own family relations would turn 
against them. Endure unto the end 
means to the end ot the turmoil caused 
by the Jewisb wars. 

Verse ,14. Abomination Of desolation 
means the Roman army that was a 
heathen group. Btanding where it 
O'Ught not reters to the territory of 
Jerusalem which was considered as 
holy ground. Flee to the mountains. 
(See Matthew 24: 16.) 

Verse 15. Houses had flat roofs and 
the buildings joined one against the 
other. The roofs were used in much 
the same way that a veranda Is today. 
If a man was on the roof of his house 
when he saw the Roman army. he 
should go from one roof to another 
unUI he reached the wall ot the city 
and then get down and flee. 

Verse 16. The man In tbe field 
should not wait to recover anything. 

Verse 17. A woman in the condition 
described here could not travel very 
well. 

Verse 18. Winter would be a ditDcult 
time t.o travel. bence the prayer sug
gested. 

Verse 19. See particularly the long 
historical quotation at Matthew 24: 21. 

Verse 20. The elect means the peo
ple who had elected or chosen to serve 
the Lord. For their sake the Lord was 
goIng to bring an end to the Jewish 
wars. 

Verse 2J. The scene is changed here 
and Jesus is talking about his second 
coming. The disturbances of the Jew
ish war about Jerusalem would give a 
pretext for the false prophets to say 
it was the end ot the world. and would 
announce Borne certain person to be 
the Christ who was predicted by the 
prophets. 

Verse 22. Siqn8 and wonders would 
be in the form at some kind of trick
ery, and even the elect (verse 20) 
would be deceived were they not 
warned beforehand. 

Verse 23. This verse is to emphasize 
the warnIng already given. 

Verses 24, 25. This paragraph is ex
plained In detail at Matthew 24: 29. 

Verse 26. Then means that atter the 
long perIod of the Dark Ages which is 
the subject at the preceding paragraph. 
the next great event which the Lord 
was considerjng in tbis broad space of 
centuries was the second coming ot 
the Son of man. 

Verse 27. This verse denotes the day 
of judgment, when the beavenly reap
ers, the angels, would gather up the 
people of God tram allover the world. 

Verse 28. Jesus interrupts his main 
subject to make an 1llustraUon. People 
judge the nearness of summer by the 
appearance of the fig tree. 

Verse 29. The presence at the Rer 
man army and other conditions would 
indicate that the things predicted of 
Jerusalem were about to be fulfilled. 

Verse 30. The original word for 
generation is defined, "all of the peer 
pie living at one time." The persons 
living when Jesus was speaking would 
not all be dead before these things 
(the destruction of Jerusalem) would 
be fulfilled. 

Verse 31. It was intend.ed that the 
universe was to pass away, but the 
sayings at Christ were to hold firm 
until they had been fulfilled. 

Verse 32. The verse corresponding 
with this in MattheW 24: 36 says noth· 
ing about the Son directly. Our pres
ent verse speCifically mentions him 
and hence the comments here are to 
be more decisive than the ones at the 
former passage. But whether the 
Father has seen fl.t to tell him about 
it since then Is another question. 

Verse 33. If we are always watchful 
and living right, It will not matter 
when he comes, for we wUl be pre
llared to meet him with joy. 

Verse 34. This short parable bas the 
important lesson at the necesslty of 
being faithful to the trust bestowed 
upon the servants of Christ. 

Verse 35. The periods named. are 
parts of the 24-hour day when people 
are usually the least active. That 
would be the special reason for being 
watchful. 

Verse 36. Goming suddenly shows 
that the second coming of Christ will 
not be a drawn-out affair. That is 
taught also to 1 Corinthians 15: 52; 
1 Thessalonians 4: 16. 

Verse 37. The duty of being watch· 
ful Is on the shoulders of everyone. 
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MARK 14 
Verse 1. Alter two days. See the 

comments on ·Matthew. 26: 2 on tbis 
unusual cIrcumstance. Pauover amt 
01 unleavened, bread. The Passover 
was a day on which all leaven was put 
out of the houses, and the seven days 
following had the same restrictions. 

Verse 2: The Jews were more con
cerned about the condlUon of society 
than they were about the kUling of 
Christ, even though it might have been 
on a holy day, 

Verse 3. See the comments on Mat
thew 26: 7 tor the explanation ot this 
verse. 

Verse 4. The word some bas specIfic 
reference to Judas (John 12: 4). 

Verse 5. Judas pretended· to be COD
cerned about the poor, but his real 
motive was covetousness (John 12: 6). 

Verse 6. Go04 1OO'rk Is explained at 
length at Matthew 26: 12. 

Verse 7. Poor with you alwaY'S de
notes we will always have poor people 
with U8. 

Verse 8. She hath done what she 
could. fa a significant statement. No 
special amount of service is required 
of us but we are expected to do what 
we can for Christ. 

Verse 9. This means that the deed 
of this woman would become a part of 
tbe Gospel record and hence would be 
mentioned wherever the sacred book 
wenl 

Verse 10. Judas was peeved because 
the ointment was "wasted" On Jesus 
and he conceived the idea of counter· 
acting the deed through the cowardly 
betrayal. 

Verse 11. By the transaction for 
money at the eXIlense of the freedom 
of Jesu8, the traitor hoped to "recover" 
what he thought was lost by the act 
of the woman. 

Verse 12. It was the first clay of 
ttrnzeaven,ed. bread. for Jesu8 and bis 
apostles. See again the comments on 
Matthew 26: 2. 

Verse 13. The pitcher of water was 
merely an item by which the disciples 
were to contact the right man, who 
would be going to a certain house. 

Verse 14. The man with the pitcber 
seems to have been used as a guide for 
the apostles. When they followed him 
Into the house they were to speak next 
to the householder and ask to be 
shown the guestcbamber to be used 
tor the Passover. 

Verse 16. The Lord bad caused the 

householder to have a room reserved 
for their use. 

Verse 16. The preparation for the 
feast was done by the apostles. . 

Verse 17. Let it be noted that the 
twelve (apostles) were st111 with Jesus. 

Verse 18. The prediction as to the 
one to betray Jesus was not made yet. 

Verse 19. They began. • .. to say . . " 
Is it I, which includes Judas, for bad 
he not joined In the inquiry. his al· 
lenee would have been significant. 

Verse 20. The dish means the vessel 
containing the flesh of the lamb used 
in the Passover. It was customary to 
dip a piece of bread in the broth and 
then eat it. Jesus did this at the same 
time with Judas so as to answer the 
question they aU had asked. 

Verse 21. Judas refused to repent 
after his dark deed and therefore be 
went to peTdition (John 17: 12). ThIs 
is why Jesus said it would have been 
good for him not to have been born. 

Verse 22. The events of this last 
night are not all given in anyone 
place, and the ODes that are given are 
not in chronological order. See the 
note and reterences on this point with 
the comments at Matthew 26: 20. 1 
shall now comment on the verses as 
they appear in the present chapter. 
Jesus bleued. the bread by giving 
thanks for It. He broke it as an act 
of decency because more than one per· 
son was to eat of it. Otherwise the 
breaking of it has no religious slg· 
nificance to us. 

Verse 23. Instead of "blessing" the 
cup he gave thanTcs, which shows that 
the two terms mean the same and that 
nothing supernatural was done to the 
"emblems," 

Verse 24. The Old Testament used 
the blood at beasts, whUe the blood of 
the New Testament is that of Christ. 
Shed. lor many which means the whole 
world, although many wlll reject its 
benefits through unbelief. 

Verse 25. The passage cited at verse 
22 shows that our present verse was 
spoken while they were stilI engaged 
In the Passover feast. 

Verse 26. According to Thayer and 
Robinson tbis h1lmn was a Psalm or 
David. 

Verse 27. To be oOended -denotes 
that one falters or stumbles in his 
devotions. The prediction quoted" Is in 
Zechariah 13: 7. 

Verse 28. Jesus always included his 
resurrection in the predictions of his 
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death. He not only was to arise but 
would come into the presence of his 
apostles again. 

Verse 29. Peter was always sincere 
in his general principles of Ufe, but he 
was rash and did things from impulse 
as be did In this declaration. 

Verse 30. Jesus was specific and pre
dicted Peter's third denial would be 
before the second cock crowing. 

Verse 31. This pointed prediction 
only caused Peter to be more positive 
in his assurance of faithfulness, even 
to the point of dying with Christ. The 
emphatic attitude of Peter seemed to 
stir up the others so that they agreed 
to the same promise of loyalty. 

Verse 32. On this verse see the com
ments at Matthew 26: 36. 

Vene 33. Leav\ng most ot the a'PQS
Ues wbere tbey first paused, Jesus took 
with him Peter, James and John and 
went on into the garden, The hu
manity ot his nature now beagn to 
manlfest itseU which caused him to 
be sore amazed, and to be 'Very heavy, 

Verse 34. Exceedin(J sorrowful unto 
death. Is a highly-colored figure of 
speech. meaning he felt Bad enough to 
die. Wishing for still more privacy he 
left them here. 

Verse 35, Jesus went stm farther 
from the three so as to be alone with 
his Father. He prayed that if possible 
the hour might pass from h1m, This 
is the same prayer that Is termed 
"cup" in Matthew 26: 39, The cruci
fixion was not to take pJace until the 
next day. so we know that the prayer 
about this "cup" and "the bour" could 
not refer to the cross. (See also the 
comments at Matthew 26: 39.) 

Verse 36. This prayer had to do 
with the hour just commented upon, 

Verse 37, Their sleeping was not 
from mere indifference. (See Luke 
22: 45). 

Verse 38. The fiesh is what gave 
way and caused the apostles to fall 
asleep. Jesus admonished them to let 
their spirit or better part ot their 
being have more inOuence over them 
and lead them into a more watchful 
attitude. 

Verse 39. The prayer in this in
stance was the same as that in verses 
35, 36. 

Verse 40. Eyes were heavy because 
of their grief and worry over the 
situation. 

Verse 41. Jesus had gone away the 
third time and now when he came 
back ho found them sleepy as before. 

In his great compassion he bade them 
go on and take a nap. But it was not 
for long because the mob was seen 
coming toward the garden. 

Verse 42. Jesus then roused the 
apostles with the announcement that 
the one who was to betray him was 
at hand. 

Verse 43. Jesus had no sooner said 
the words of the preceding verse than 
the mob approached with Judas in the 
lead. Staves is from a word that means 
"clubs," as it they were hunting tor 
some hardened criminal who was a. toe 
of society. , 

Verse 44. The Sign agreed upon was 
a kiss and they were to watch for that 
demonstration. Lead hi.m away 8afel'V. 
(See the comm ents at Matthew 26: 48.) 

Verse 45. The mere act of kissing 
Jesus would bave seemed too cold, 
hence Judas added warmth to the salu
tation by recognizing bim as Master, 

Verse 46. They means the mob com
Ilosed ot the chief priests and Bcribes. 

Verse 47. The one who used the 
sword was Peter (John 18: 10). See 
the remarks that Jesus made to Peter 
and my comments on the same at Mat
thew 26: 52. 

Verse 48. Jesus charged the mob 
with coming out against him as if be 
had been a thIef who deserved to be 
taken with the unrefined weapons Ilke 
clubs. ' 

Verse 49. It was rather late tor 
them to be showing such concern on 
behalf of public safety. Jesus was in 
the temple and other public places 
daily before this. When a dangerous 
person is at large (such as these clubs 
would imply). it Is the custom not to 
"stand on ceremony" but to take such 
a person at once. Jesus then explained 
the seeming contradiction in their 
conduct by saying that it fulfilled the 
scriptures. 

Verse 50. They aU means the apos
tles. Seeing Jesus was being taken 
without any resistance, they conc:uded 
that aU was lost and in their fright 
they fted. 

Verses 51. 62. Mark is the only one 
ot the writers who records this event 
There is no information as to the iden
tity of the young man. Linen is 'from 
the Greek word SINDON which Thayer 
defines, "thing made of fine cloth." He 
then explains it by saying, "so of a 
light and loose garment worn at night 
over the naked body." Robinson gives 
virtually the same definition and ex
planation as that of Thayer. That ac
counts for the fact that the young 
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man had nothing else on. It was night, 
and the commotion had attracted his 
attention so that without taking time 
to dress he went to the scene ot ex
citement. The apostles had just fled 
while the young man sUll followed 
along after Jesus. The men of the mob 
thought he was sympathizing with 
Jesus and decided to arrest him. This 
frightened him 80 that be escaped by 
giving up his nightrobe. 

Verse 53. The chief priests assem
bled to discuss what to do about the 
case. 

Verse 5ol. Peter was afra.id to be 
known as a friend of Jesus so he 
followed afar 08· 

Verse 55. And found none means 
they could not find anyone who was 
prepared to testify as they desired. 
They wanted to get some person to 
affirm some word or act of Jesus on 
which they could secure the death 
sentence. 

Verse 56. There were plenty of men 
who would have been disposed to give 
such testimony, but since they were 
falsifying their statements did not 
agree and hence their pretended testi
mony was rejected. 

Verse 57. Other pretended witnesses 
told what they had heard Jesus say. 

Verse 58. A look at John 2: 19 will 
show how grossly these men falsified. 

Verse 59. No wonder these s€H:a.lled 
witnesses did not agree. When men 
conspire to bear false testimony they 
are Bure to overlook something that 
will expose them. 

Verse 60. The high priest was sur
prised that Jesus did not reply. 

Verse 61. Jesus said nothing in re
ply to the falsehoods of these men; In 
that way he fulfilled the prophecy in 
Isaiah 53: 7. The high priest then 
asked Jesus a Question touching his 
personality which was the same as his 
divinJty. That was important and we 
will see that he answered it. 

Verse 62. Jesus not only answered 
the quesUon ot the high priest, but 
added a prediction that was in line 
with his divinity and authority as a 
king. 

Verse 63. DecisIons of the Sanhedrin 
wero made by vote, supposed to be 
based on the testimony of valid wit
nesses. The statement of Jesus agi
tated the high priest so that he de
clared there was no need tor witnesses. 

Verse 64. The high priest called for 
the vote of the assembly and tll.ey aU 

condemned Jesus to death. This means 
that all who woted at all did &0. There 
were some who did not take part in 
the yoUng (Luke 23: 50, 61). 

Verse 66. The Jews could pass a sen
tence of death but could not execute 
It. But they gratified their wicked 
feeling against Jesus by gr088 per
sonal mlstreatmenL The things they 
said and did to him would Dot be per
mitted today in any responsible court, 
regardless of what sentence might 
have been pronounced. 

Verses 66, 67. The point to be noted 
is that being with Je,us was regarded 
as significant. Association indicates 
fellowshtp or participation. 

Verse 68. Peter understood tt that 
way, for he denied Jt very emphatically, 
then moved out farther In his fearful
ness and stopped at tbe porch. At that 
instant the cock crowed the first time. 

Verse 69. This maid spoke to the 
people standing by and not to Peter. 
She made the declaration on her own 
information (indicating Peter), "this 
is one of them." 

Verse 70. Peter dented her state
ment which made bis second dental. 
The next Ume it was the people stand
ing near who made the statement, and 
they BupI>Orted their claim by refer
ring to the similaritY of speecb used 
by Peter and Jesus and his disciples. 

Verse 71. Our,e and swear are ex
plained at Matthew 26: 74. This made 
the third time that Peter dented even 
knowing Jesus or having been with 
him. 

Verse 72. Matthew says this second 
crowing was immediately after the 
third denial (chapter 26; 74). This 
fact, (together with the look that 
Jesus gave him, Luke 22: 61), recalled 
the specific prediction of Jesus about 
his denials. When he thought thereon, 
he wept , or, upon considering the 
whole event, he was overwhelmed with. 
remorse. Matthew 26: 75 says "he 
went out and wept bitterly." The COD
duct of Peter was different from that 
of Judas. Both men were disappointed 
over the way matters were gotng with 

,Jesus, and the things they bad said or 
done. But Judas destroyed his own 
life while Peter repented tbrough 
godly sorrow. 

MARK 15 
Verse 1. 111. the morning was the 

day after the scenes in the garden, 
and the meeting tn the palace of the 
high priest. The Jews had gone as far 
as they could under the law. 80 the 
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next step was to take Jeaus before 
PUate who was the Roman governor. 

Verse 2. To be a king under the 
- Romans might imply some rivalry. but 

Pilate restricted his qucstion to the 
Jews, which would not mean any 
necessary opposition to the law of the 
land. To the question of Pilate Jesus 
merely said thou saye8t it. 
Verse 3. To the accusation of the 

cbief priest Jesus made no reply, not 
even to the extent of denying them, 
although they pertained to his alleged 
conduct. 

Verse 4. Pilate called the attention 
of Jesus to the accusations, doubtless 
thinking that he bad not noticed them, 
or at any rate had. not observed the 
nature of them. 

Verse 5. It is usual tor a prisoner 
to deny the charges made against him, 
whether he cares to defend himself 
or DOt. Jesus did neither which caused 
Pilate to wonder. 

Verse 6. It was customary to cele
brate that feast with the release of a 
prisoner to be selected by the people, 
not the officers or priests. 

Verse 7. Pilate knew about the situ
aUon, and he therefore was aware that 
Barabbas was a noted criminal whom 
n9 good society could tolerate. 

Verse 8. While the governor was de
laying his action the multitu.de began 
clamoring for him to follow up with 
the UBUal practice. 

Verse 9. Pilate thought tMs would 
give him an opportunity of releasing 
Jeaus wIthout clearing him of tbe sen
tence the SanhedrIn bad pronounced 
against him. 

Verse 10. The chief priests had no 
voice in selecting the priaoner to be 
released. They had caused Jesu8 to 
be delivered into the hands ot this 
court with an envious motive. In view 
ot that. Pilate thought the people 
would take a better view of the case 
and call tor the release of Jesus. 

Verse 11. It is possible tbat tbey 
would bave done 80, bad the chief 
priests not moved. or influenced them 
to call ror the release at Barabbas. 

Verse 12. Pilate was evidently sur
prised at the selection ot the people. 
It they were willing to have so wicked 
a prIsoner as Barabbas turned loose 
upon the co.mmunity,. they ceriainly 
could not wish for anything severe to 
be done to as harmless a person. as 
Jesus, hence he asked them directly 
for their verdict concerning bim. 

Verse 13. They cried out again. 
Mark does not tell of their baving 
made this demand berore, but Mat· 
thew 27: 21 gives that instance. 

Verse 14. According to Mark's ac
count the Jews would not state any 
eviZ agaInst Jesus, but John 18: 30 re
ports that they accused bim ot beIng 
a "malefactor," which merely means 
an evUdoer, so that they evaded the 
governor's question. 

Verse 15. It was a -practice at some 
at the courts to scourge a condemned 
prisoner before delivering him to the 
executioners. It was a harsh ordeal 
imposed on bis bare body. 

Verse 16. The whole band means a 
part of the army to be used a.e execu
tioners. 

Verse 17. Purple and scarlet were 
the royal colora, and this kind at robe 
was put on Jesus in mockery. The 
crown of thorns was tor the same pur
pose because he had claimed to be 
a king, and also in order to torture 
him in hie' humil1ation. 

Verse 18. This was a salutation at 
mockery and contempt. 

Verse 19. These men did not wor
ship Jeaus in any prOI)er manner as 
we may well conclude. (See the note 
on "worship" at Matthew 2: 2.) 

Verse 20. Atter these acts ot mock
ery were concluded, the soldiers re
placed the robe with his own clothing. 
Matthew, Mark and John mention the 
crown ot thorns and also the robe ot 
royal colors. They tell of the removal 
of the robe but neither ot them says 
a word about removing the crown of 
thorns. We can reasonably conclude 
that our Lord was compelled. to wear 
the instrument of mockery and tor
tUTe throughout the six long hours of 
the scenes of the cross. 

Verse 21. Compel Simon . .. to boor 
his eroSB. (See notes at Matthew 16: 
24.) 

Verse 22. See a full explanation or 
Golgotha at Mattbew 27: 33. 

Verse 33. This mixture is explained 
in the comments at Matthew 27: 34. 

Verse 24. Tbe act ot crucifixion is 
so cruel tbat a detailed description of 
it, as given by the works ot reference, 
is given in the comments at Matthew 
27: 35. 

Verse 25. The third hou.r corre
sponds wi th our nine o'clock A. lrl. 

Verse 26. Accusation is defined, "The 
crime of which one is accused." Hence 
those who passed by would see that 
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Christ was crucified for being The 
King of the Jews! 

Verses 27. 28. Tbe scripture re
ferred to is in Isaiah 53: 12. 

Verse 29. Again the mob misquoted 
Jesus, for be never said he would de-
stray the temple. What he did say is 
recorded in John 2: 19. 

Verse 30. There can be no question 
that Jesus bad the power to come 
down from the cross. Had be done so, 
however. the scriptures could not have 
been tulfllled (Matthew 26: 24; Isaiah 
53: 7·10) . 

Verse 31. This remark of the chief 
priests fuifilled Luke 4: 23. 

Verse 32. That we may see and be
lieve was a hypocritical statement. 
They bad known of miracles that 
JesuB performed that called for as 
much power as this would have re
Quired, yet they were still in unbelief. 
They that were crucified with him 
means the thieves. According to Luke 
23: (0-42, one of them repented of his 
saying and appealed to J esliS tor mercy 
and asked to be remembered_ 

Verse 33. Jesus had been on the 
cross three hours when the darkness 
started (verse 25). It lasted untJI the 
ninth bour which was three o'clock 
p. M. 

Verse 34. See the comments at 
Matthew 21: 46 for use on this verse. 

Verse 35. This Is explained at Mat
thew 27: 47. 

Verse 36. In John 19: 28, 29 ie the 
record of why this vinegar (sour wine) 
was served to Jesus. He had expressed 
his condition which was one of thirst, 
the kind that so often comes upon one 
at the approach of death. 

Verse 37. Cried. with a loud voice. 
This is commented upon at some 
length at Matthew 27:50. Gave up 
the "ho$t (or spirit)' which proves 
that man possesses something besides 
his flesb which leaves the body at 
death. 

Verse 38. A description of the im
portance of this veil is at Matthew 
27: 61. 

Verse 39. According to Matthew 27: 
54, the earthquake and other demon
strations in the natural creation, 
helped to convince the centurion that 
it was no ordinary person who had 
just died and was thus accorded such 
distinction. 

Verses 40, 41. These women were 
faithful to the last, but with feminine 
timidity they had stood some distance 

away watching. They had come from 
the 'same district where Jesus was 
brought up, GaUl ... , and had served 
him on various occasions. 

Verse 42. The day be/ore 'he sab
bath is a general explanation, meaning 
that every sabbath or holy day Is pre
ceded by a preparation day. Whatever 
manual exercise would be needed in 
preparing toad and other necessary 
articles tor lite must be done on these 
preparation days. The regular Pass
over came on Friday the fourteenth. 
Jesus was cruclfled on the day before. 
which was the reason tor saying this 
was the preparatiC1n. 

Verse 43. Being a counsellor means 
he was a member ot the Sanhedrin. 
For extended comments on this man 
see those at Matthew 27: 57. 

Verse 44. Pilate was surprised that 
Jesus was dead. Crucifixion causes a 
slow death and the victim usually has 
to suffer on and on for hours until 
late In the night, and this was the 
ca'15e of Pilate's surprise. To make 
sure that Joseph was not planning to 
recover Jesus aUve. tbe governor sent 
tbe centurion to see if Jesus had died. 

Verse 45. The centurion reported 
that Jesus was dead, and Pilate then 
gave the body to Joseph. This good 
man had made special provision for 
the care of the body. For further com
ments on this phase ot the subject see 
at Matthew 27; 58. 

Verse 46. John 19: 38-40 tells us that 
Nicodemus assisted Joseph in this ser
vice of Love. He was the man who 
had come to Jesus by night (John 
3: 1, 2). 

Verse 47. The women witnessed the 
burial of Jesus and the rol1ing of the 
stone against the door ot the sepulchre, 
whiCh explains their concern in chap
ter 16: 3. 

MARK 16 
Verse 1. The word sabbatli is sin

gular in number and Thayer defines 
it, "The seventh day of each week." 
It corresponds wltb our Saturday 
which also Is tbe seventh and last day 
of each week. 

Verse 2. EarlV in the morning and 
rising 01 the Bun are phrases used In 
the same 'sense. This agrees with Mat
thew 28: 1. and shows that the 24-hour 
period of time began and ended in the 
morning; not at sundown or midnight. 

Verse 3. ThJe verse Is referred to at 
chapter 15: 47. 

Verse 4. Matthew 28: 2 says the 
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angel rolled the etone away from the 
sepulchre. 

Verse 6. Entering. It w11l he well 
again to quote the description ot a 
sepulchre as given by Smith's Bible 
Dictionary. "A natural cave enlarged 
and adapted by excavation, or an arti
ficial Imitation of one, was the stand
ard type ot sepulchre," Hence we 
understand the sepulchre as a whole 
was a spacious cavity, in the tar side 
of which would be a sepcific spot ar~ 
ranged for a body ; the outside en
trance would be closed with a stone. 
This young man is called an angel by 
Matthew wbich J8 not strange. Angels 
often appeared on earth in the form of 
men, and the long white garment of 
this person agrees with that idea. 

Verse 6. The angel spoke encourag
ingly to .the women, and let them know 
be was aware of their purpose in com· 
ing to the tomb. As an evidence for 
their eyes that J esus was gone he led 
them to the spot where be had been 
I~ld. 

Verse 7. Tell his disciples, and Peter. 
This does not mean that Peter was 
not a disciple: but he had denied 
Jesus three times, and it was fi t ting 
that h is attention be especially called 
to the evidence that his Lord was alive 
again as be bad predicted. 

Verse 8. The whole scene was so 
unusual and solemn that the women 
were vtrtual1y overcome, and were 
speechless for the time being. 

Verse 9. The fi rst tew verses of this 
chapter pertains to the scenes at the 
sepulchre. This verse begins to tell 
of things that took place elsewhere 
after the resur rection. The seven 
devil" had nothing to do with the 
character of Mary Magdalene (it being 
an affliction), tor she was a good 
woman and was interested in the work 
and fate of Jesus (Matthew 27: 61 ; 
28 : 1; M~rk 16 : 1 ; John 19: 25: 20: 
14, 15). 

Verse 10. T hey 11tOurned and, wept 
fulfills chapter 2: 20. 

VerBe 11. It was somewhat on the 
principle ot a phrase "too good to be 
true" that the disciples believed nQt. 
But according to Luke 24: 25 Jesus re
buked the disciples for such unbelief. 

Vers'e 12. A ppeared in another form. 
Luke 24: 16 explains that the disci
ples' eyes were holden (restrained) so 
that they did not know him. Doubt
less the unusual character of the re· 
port so overcame them that they were 
confused. Under such conditions a 
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person whom they well knew would 
not look natural. 

Verse 13. These disciples reported 
what they had seen and beard, and 
the ones to whom tbey told the story 
were as doubtful as themselves. 

Verse 14. The el even means the 
apostles except Judas who had 'hanged 
himself. We should note . that these 
apostles at this time believed not. 
Jesus rebuked them for their unbelief 
in the face of testimony of those who 
had seen him after b is resurrection. 

Verse 15. This and the following 
verse corresponds with Matthew 28: 
19, 20. It 1s commonly referred to as 
The Great Commission, although the 
New Testament does Dot so name it. 
World i8 from K OSMOS which has a 
wide range of meaning, but its usual 
sense is, .. the inhabitants of the earth." 
Preach is from K EBUBSO which Thayer 
defines, "to be a herald; to officiate as 
a herald; to proclaim after the man· 
ner of a herald." He then explains bis 
definition, "always with a 8uggesUon 
ot formality, gravity, and an authority 
which must be listened to and obeyed." 
T~e word may be used occasionally in 
a general oonse, but its pr imary mean
ing is to tell something that Is new. 
That is why an apostle had to be in
spired because he would be expected 
to pubJish the Gospel for the first time, 
and to the people of various languages. 
Creature Is trom the same original 
word that is used in Colossians 1: 23 
where Paul says that the Gospel had 
then been preachea to every creature 
which is under heaven. Whatever 
Jesns meant by every creature, Paul 
says it had been done, and hence the 
"great commission" was carried out 
by the apostles. That means that when 
a preacher says he Is preaching under 
the "great commission" he is pervert· 
ing the scripture. 

Verse 16. He that belie1)eth neces
sarIly means to believe what Is 
preacbed which Is the Gospel; tlie 
good news of the death and resurrec
tion ot Christ for the sins of mankind. 
The believing must be tollowed by 
being bapti~ed. That word is from the 
Greek word BAPTIZO which Thayer de.
fines, "To cleanse by dipping or Bub
inerging, to wash, to make clean with 
water; to overwhelm ... · Robinson de· 
fines it, "to dip In, ' to sink .. to im
merse." Saved i8 from BOZO which 
Thayer defines, "To rescue from dan· 
ger or destruction," bence It ,does not 
cover all that may tollow in ,a verson's 
lite. A man might be rescued from 
drowning, and afterwards he could 
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carelessly fall into the water again 
and perish. If a man does not believe 
the Gospel he wiIl be condemned reo 
gardless of whether he is baptized or 
not. hence it was not necessary to 
mention baptism on the negative sJde. 

Verses 17.18. Them th.at believe are 
the believers of the preceding verse. 
H cannot be restricted to the apostles 
on the ground that "believe" is in the 
present tense. for verse 14 says that 
even the apostles did not believe at 
the time Jesus was speaking. FollOW 
means to attend or accompany one, 
and refers to the spiritual gifts that 
were bestowed. upon Christians in the 
Orst years of the Gospel age (Acts 6: 
8; 19: 6; 1 Corinthians chapters 12, 
18, 14; Ephesians 4: 8·14; James 5: 
14. 15) , Matthew tben names some of 
the miracles that Christians were en· 
abled to perform in that period. 

Verse 19. The ascension 18 reported 
a180 in Luke 24: 51 and Acts 1: 9. 

LUKE 1 
Verse 1. I have consulted a great 

number of works ot reterence, such 
as histories, Bible Dictionaries, en· 
cyclopedias, lexicons and critical con· 
cordances; also a Dumber ot commen· 
taries, and all agree that Luke Is the 
author ot the book we are now study· 
ing. For the sake ot saving space, 1 
do not thInk it necessary to list all of 
these works, in view ot the unity In 
their statements making the conclu
sion well founded. Many of them state 
also that Luke was not a born Jew, 
and that he was a doctor of mediCine. 
He was not an apostle but was in
spired to write a r ecord of the Gospel. 

Verse 2. Luke was not an eyewit· 
neBS of the things on which be writes, 
but they were told him by those who 
were. In copying down tbe things 
told him be would be qualified by in
spiration, even as the Spirit guaran· 
teed the accuracy of the memory of tbe 
apostles which was promised by Jesus 
before he lett them (John 14: 26). 

Verse 3. So thorough was the report 
these witnesses gave Luke that he says 
it caused him to have perfect ("exact" 
-Thayer) understanding of the whole 
story. The book of Luke was ad· 
dressed to Theophllue who was an out· 
standing, educated Christian, accord· 
ing to the Bible Dictionaries. Being 
addressed to one Individual does not 
affect ita importance for others, any 
more than does the fact that Paul 
wrote four of his epistles to indt· 
v1duals do so. 

Verse 4. The special purpose Luke 
had in writing to this man waa that 
he might be assured of the instruc· 
tions he had already received. 

Verse 5. Luke, like Matthew, begins 
bis record at the time just prior to 
the birth at Jesus. However, unlike 
Matthew, he first gives us the history 
concerning the parentage of John the 
Baptist. It was in the days of Herod 
(The Great) who was king of Judea. 
Course 01 Abia is explained at 1 Chron· 
icles 24 in volume 2 of the Old Testa
ment Commentary. All priests had to 
be descendants ot Aaron but that was 
not required of their wives, hence 
Luke gives us the added information 
that Elizabeth was also from Aaron. 

Verse 6. This couple lived up to all 
requirements of the law, which proves 
that it was not physically impossible 
to do so as some teach. Paul was an
other who did this according to PhiUp
pians 3: 6. 

Verse 7. They had no dhild, because 
that Elizabeth was barren. This Is a 
significant statement that contrasts 
with the practice of some professed 
Christians who are chlldless from 
choice. Such people treat with con
tempt the first object of marriage by 
practicing birth control. Not only was 
Elizabeth barren, but she and her hus
band were in advanced age as were 
Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 11: 30; 
17: 17), yet they did not give up hope 
(verse 13). 

Verse 8. Order 01 hi.t cour.te. (See 
the comments at verse 5). 

Verse 9. This custom 'r¥! the priest's 
office is described in Exodus 30: 7-10. 

Verse 10. The whole multitUde were 
obeying Leviticus 16: 17. 

Verse 11. .The altar of incense was 
in the first holy room ot the temple. 
and Incense was burned on it daily. 
Right Bitte; on Zacharias's right hand 
as he stood facing the altar in the 
service. 

Verse 12. The people were not per· 
mitted to accompany thd priest In this 
place (verse 10), bence the appear· 
ance of an angel there caused Zaeha
rias to be disturbed. 

Verse 13. Prayer is 1I.eard and bear 
thee a .to-n are phrases that are re
lated; be had been praying tor a SOD. 
This was one thing that caused Luke 
to say this couple was righteous. Had 
they been opposed to children and 
tried to avoid having them, they would 
not have been righteous. The promise 
of a Bon included instructions tor his 
name. 


