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ready been the possessions of the 
Lord. 

Verse 12. Even if G<>d were in per
sonal need ot anything, he would not 
look to man to supply it. The very 
things that man could present were 
the creation of God. 

Verse 13. God is a spirit and has no 
bodily use tor the food of animals. It 
was not (or such use that animal 
sacrifices were ordained. 

Verse 14. With this verse the psal· 
mist begins to show what It is that 
God desires in addition to the material 
sacrifices. Generally speaking it con· 
sists in the spiritual devotions out of 
a pure heart. 

Verse 15. It God's people are COD' 

sistent in their professed service, they 
may call upon Him with the assurance 
that he will hear and bless them. 

Verse 16. God does not ask unright
eous persons to proclaim his 'Vord. It 
a wicked person preaches the statutes 
of the Lord they will still be the 
truth. And those who hear and ac
cept it wUl be blessed. But the wicked 
speaker will get no reward from God. 

Verse 17. 'Vhen a wicked man p.re
sumes to preach the word or the Lord 
it is from the wrong motive. \Vere he 
moved by the right purpose be would 
not himseJ! remain a wi cked man. 
But in his inconsistency the Lord re
gards him as having cast the truth 
away. 

Verse 18. The preceding verses made 
general charges of the one-sided lives 
of the people. Some specific accusa
tions will next be made, such as theft 
and adultery. 

Verses 19, 20. Deception and evil 
speaking are charged against them. 

Verse 21. The longsuffering of God 
had been mistaken for approval or 
their evil lives. The time for their 
chastisement finally came and God 
was rebuking them. 

Verse 22. The full severity of God's 
judgments had not as yet been heaped 
upon the people but they were warned 
to repent or such treatment would 
come. 

Verse 23. Sincere praise will re
dound to the glory ot God. Hence it is 
that the Lord promised salvation t o 
those who ordered their conversation 
or manner of life according to the 
divine will. 

PSALMS 51 
General remarks. This remarkable 

psalm was composed in connection 
with the lSad affair of David and 

Bathsheba. The student should now 
read carefully the 11th and 12th chap
ters ot 2 Samuel which will give him 
the historical setting. There was every 
indication ot genuine repentance on 
the part of David. Furthermore, not 
only did he fully repent and make 
unreserved acknowledgment of his sin 
to the prophet, but God fully pardoned 
him. That is, be was spared al1 per· 
sonal Or bodily punishment for it, 
though he was required to undergo 
some bltter experiences and losses as 
a result of his sin. And while he was 
forgiven his sin upon repentance and 
confession, as good a man as David 
would naturally feel humUlated by the 
circumstance. We know that wb.en 
God " forgives" he also "forgets," and 
that the frequ ent pleas in this psalm 
do not indicate that David needed 
more than once to be forgiven for the 
same transgression. Instead, we should 
regard the repeated expressions as 
parts of one great supplication before 
the throne of God for mercy, in an
swer to which he was fully pardoned 
and reinstated In the favor of Jehovah. 

Verse 1. David believed that mercy 
from God toward a guilty man would 
have to be on the ground of loving
kindness aod not on the merit of man. 
Hence we often read such expressions 
as the ones in this verse. 

Verse 2. Wash was used figuratively 
because there was no physical cere
mony to be performed in the case. 
The Mosaic system did have much to 
do in the way of literal cleansing. All 
figurative express ions are based on 
Hteral facts or actions, or at least on 
the possibility or such facts. David 
had such as that in his mind when he 
composed this verse and several to 
follow in the chapter. 

Verse 3. Ever before 1ne is rendered 
by Moffatt, "never out of my mjnd!' 
David knew that God forgets when he 
forgives, but that did not prevent him 
from remembering the awful affair 
himself. 

Verse 4. Against thee only should 
not be interpreted to mean that the 
persons involved had not been sinned 
against. Bathsheba had been violated 
and her husband had been killed at 
the instlgation at David. The original 
for only has a meaning tha t is equiva
lent to "chiefly." God is the creator of 
all things and persons in the universe. 
For that reason, any injury done to 
things or persons is the same as being 
done to Him. David used the expres· 
sian in view or that fUndamental truth. 
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On that basis, also, God would be con· 
sidered justified when he condemned 
a guilty man. 

Verse 5. 'l'his verse is relied upon 
by the advocates of "Adamic sin" or 
"inherited depravity." By that is 
meant that human beings come into 
the world in a state of sin, having 
received it from the mother at the 
time of conception, she having re
ceived the same condition trom her 
mother, and so on back to Adam and 
Eve. The doctrine is not only contrary 
to the general teaching of the Bible, 
but is not taught by this verse, as a 
critical study of the words will show. 
The words I was shapen are from 
CUlL and Young translates it, "To be 
formed, brought forth." Strong defines 
it, "A primitive root; properly to 
twist or whirl (in a circular or spiral 
manner), i.e. (specifically) to dance, 
to writhe in pain (especially of par
turition [childbirth]) or fear." Con
ceive is from YACHAM and Strong's 
first definition is. u a primitive root; 
probably to be hot." It is the word 
for "warm" in Eccl. 4: 11 where the 
warmth is caused by the nearness of 
one body to another, not by one body 
being enclosed by another. A child 
being warmed in the arms of his 
mother would thus be "warmed" in 
the sense of the present verse. With 
this critical information, considered 
in the light of the general teaching of 
the Bible, the meaning of the verse 
is clear. It shows that the conditions 
described by David were dated at and 
after his birth. That will disprove the 
doctrine that the stain of sin is at
tached to a person before he is born. 
We are not told why David mentioned 
this subject in connection with his 
own conduct. However, we have no 
right to assume what his purpose was 
and then build up a human theory on 
the basis of that assumption. 

Verse 6. This means that God re
quires man to be sincere in his 
thoughts. David had shown that qual
ity when the prophet came to chastise 
him for his sin. 

Verse 7. Hyssop was used as an in
strument to sprinkle the blood or 
animals in the sacrifices under the 
Masaic system (Num. 19; 18). It is 
used here in a figurative sense. (See 
comments at v. 2.) Strictly speaking, 
nothing can be "whiter" than some
thing else. The expression whiter than 
snow is figurative and means to em
phasize the state of purity in one 
whom God has cleansed. 

Verse 8. David's bones had not been 
literally broken. He was so over
whelmed by the greatness of his con
viction that he used the expression 
for comparison. 

Verse 9. David would not even try 
to minimize his transgressions which 
he considered were very grievous. But 
he asked that God in his mercy would 
overlook them and blut out or forgive 
him his guilt. 

Verse 10. The outward and physical 
acts of David's sins had been ended 
and he had bitterly mourned in re
pentance over them. The inner man 
was next considered in relation to 
God. Cireate ... clean heart meant to 
help him have a heart that would be 
clean of any desire to repeat such 
a sin as he had committed. 

Verse 11. David was an inspired man 
and such an honor would not be fit
ting in one who was guilty of such 
grievous sins as he had committed un· 
less he received cleans1ng from the 
guilt. In that view he made this ear
nest plea to God for divine mercy. 

Verse 12. Restore means to reinstate 
him in the spiritual favor of the Lord. 

Verse 13. A man who is under the 
guilt of transgressions himself is in 
no position to exhort others. David 
wished to be cleared of the guilt 
hanging over him so that he could 
contact others who were out at the 
way. 

Verse 14. David had been guilty of 
violating the moral code. He also had 
been guilty of bloodshed and asked to 
be forgiven all guilt. 

Verse 15. Open thou my lips means 
for God to suffer him to speak the 
words that would be appropriate under 
the circumstances. 

Verse 16. This verse and the follow
ing are related to v. 15. Material sac
rifices would not atone for the terrible 
sin that David had committed. Could 
such things be sufficient to "balance 
the account" in God's sight, David 
would gladly have provided a myriad 
of the best animals. He knew that 
God could not be "bought off" in that 
way. 

Verse 17. Instead of offering animal 
sacrifices ta atone for such a sinful 
circumstance, David named the kind 
that God would desire and accept. It 
was a broken SPirit and a contrite 
heart. That means that the whole 
being of the guilty one shOUld be 
brought to the foot of the throne of 
God, and be prostrated in humble and 
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sincere reverence to the G<ld of all 
mercy. 

Verse 18. This is an exhortation ad
dressed to himself. David means that 
he should accompany the confession of 
v. 17 with practical acts of service to 
Zion. 

Verse 19. Then means that after 
showing his faith (penitence) by his 
works, lle could consistently resume 
the anImal sacrifices on the altar in 
Jerusalem. 

PSALMS 52 
Verse 1. The preceding psalm was 

devoted to David's personal sin and 
he did not spare himseU from severe 
condemnation. He can very consis
tently address his remarks now to 
other sinners. They had been boastful 
of their wrongdoings while David l'e
pented of his in bitterness. The con
stancy of the goodness of God should 
cauae the workers of iniquity to be
come asbamed of themselves. 

Verse 2. A raZOr can be so sharp 
that it would cut a gash unnoticed by 
the victim for the moment. The fact 
is used to compare the deceitfulness 
of a wicked tongue. 

Verse 8. It would be had enough 
were a man to put evil and good on a 
par with each other in one's estima
tion. It 1s much worse when he pre
reI'S the evil. See ch. 3: 2 for explana
tion of Selah. 

Verse 4. A tongue does not literally 
love immoral thIngs. This means that 
a man who Is deceitful loves to use 
his tongue to speak aev'Ourilng or de
structive words. 

Verse 5. D estroy is used in the 
light of devout'ing in the preceding 
verse. Just as surely as a deceitful 
man would wish to injure an inno
cent victim, so God will bring that 
wicked man to utter ruin in the final 
outcome. 

Verse 6. Whe n the righteous people 
see the fate of a w icked man they wiH 
fear or respect the judgments of God. 
They will laugh at or belittle the 
wicked man who is receiving his just 
deserts. 

Verse 7. David here described the 
man against whom he had been writ
ing in thts psalm. The wicked man's 
conduct was that of one who refused 
to let God lead him, but trusted in his 
own riches and other resources. 

Verse 8. The ol1ve tree was the 
principal or only source ot artificial 
light in ancient Urnes. The com pari-

sou David made wus in that he was 
enlightened by being a true servant 
ot God. Such service was rendered in 
the house ot the Lord a nd it entitled 
him to the mercy of God tor which 
he so otten prayed. 

Ve rse 9. David gave the Lord due 
credit tor the favors he had received. 
Wait 011. thy name means to rely on 
the good name of God in the midst of 
the trials ot life. 

PSALMS 53 
Verse 1. Fool 1s from NAIl.\!, und 

St.rong defines it, "stupid; wicked 
(especially impious)." Young defines 
it, "Empty person, fool." It Is the same 
word used as a proper noun in the 
case of the husband of Abigail in 1 
Sam. 25: 25. That gOod woman com
mented on the appropriateness of the 
word as a name tor her wicked and 
foolish busband. We should be able 
to see a logical reason for saying it is 
a fitting name for the kind ot person 
being conside red. He made the rash 
declaration that there is no Goa. It 
was not merely a denial of the exist
ence of a supreme Being, which would 
have been fooUsh enough. This man 
affi r med something, and before one -is 
prepared to make such a declaration 
he must be in possess ion ot all the 
information that pertains to the sub
ject_ Unless this man had seen every 
inch of space in the universe he had 
no right to make the affirmation he 
did. 'Ve know that no man has seen 
all of the space, Ilnd he does not know 
but there could be a GOd in some place 
which he has not seen. Hence the 
statement, ther e is no Gad, is a rash 
one and no one but n fool would make 
it. The rest of the vp.rse is a comment 
on the general character and conduct 
of a man who would be sa rash as to 
make the declaration at the beginning 
of the verse. The plura l pronoun tlW1J 
is used to menn that all persons are 
in a common cta~s of ev il worke rs 
who are guilty of this at.heism. 

Verse 2. LonkCft d·Ollin ... to Ref! -iI , 
etc., is accommodative language. Gorl 
knows all things at a ll times and does 
not have to make any investigation to 
find out. But the style of inspiration 
is to speak to man about the actions 
of God as if he were a lso a man. (See 
Rom. 6: 19.) The present verse means 
that God '''''ould classtfy all of the 
men, such ns those who would be so 
rash as to deny the existence of a 
Supreme Delng. In that class it will 
be seen that not a One would speak 
with understanding. 
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Verse 3. Belief in the existence of 
God is the strongest of motives for a 
righteous life. By that token we should 
not be surprised to see the atheists as 
a claes of unrighteous men. These 
comments are the explanation of the 
present ve rse. 

Verse 4. The line of thought be
comes more specific. The evildoers 
whom David was considering especi
an y were the persecutors of God 's peo
ple. Eat up 1ny people is a figure of 
speech, r eterring to the vicious treat
ment the unbelievers imposed on the 
people of the Lord. 

Verse 6. Let not the reader be COll

fused about the use of the personal 
pronouns. This is poetic language and 
is not bound by the strict rules of 
whether the pronouns are 1st. 2nd or 
3rd person. The verse means that 
wOI'kers of iniquity were fearful when 
there should have been nothing to be 
afraid of had they been righteous per· 
sons. But since they were determined 
to injure the servants of righteousness, 
God had scattcrc(l the bOnes, which 
means the Lord had utterly defeated 
their purposes. 

Verse 6. A general rescue ot Israel 
from all opposition of their enemies 
is the primary sense of this verse. But 
in addition to that, the psahnist made 
a prediction (unconsciously perhaps 
to him) of the return of the nation 
from the great captivity, which was 
fulfilled tn the books of Ezra and 
Nehemiah. 

PSALMS 54 
Verse 1. The name of God is worthy 

and his strength is infinite. With the 
two attri'butes of his Being be would 
be able to save to the uttermost. 

Verse 2. Hear and {Jive ear are 
~imilar expressions. They mean to 
/,.;'rant unto David the reli ef he was 
desiring. 

Verse 3. Stmng e.rs were those out
side at David's group of friends. His 
sou,l or life was what they were seek· 
ing to destroy. Not set God means 
they did not respect God, therefore 
they would not respect bis servant. 

Verse 4. David believed God was his 
helper. One way of helping him was 
to strengthen his friends in thejr sup· 
port of him. See comments at eh. 3: 2 
for Selah.. 

Verse 5. Reward evil meaut to put 
some form of punisment upon Daviu's 
enemies. Cut them off denoted that 
the enemics would be prevented from 
carrying out their plots against David. 

I n thy truth meant that God's dealing 
with the wicked enemies would be 
according to truth, that is, it would 
be the true way of dealing with t hem. 

Verse 6. It is not enough merely to 
speak praises to God for his favors. 
David proposed to make an offering 
that would cost him something. T he 
motive that was expressed in this 
vcrse for sacrificing to God was rev· 
erence ror his good nam.e. 

Verse 7. God not only desired to 
save David from his enemies, but he 
was able to fulfill that desire through 
his mighty power. 

PSALMS 55 
Verse 1. Prayer and supplication 

differ chiefly in degree of Intensity. 
The laUer is a very earnest form of 
the former. 

Verse 2. Ma1..·c a n.oise means to b<.' 
greatly agitated. not merely to pro· 
duce a loud sound. The point was that 
David's troubles were so grievous that 
he was constrained to express himself 
with emphasis. 

Verse 3. David's earnes t.ness or voice 
in complaining or his affiictions was 
caused by a like voice of hIs enemies. 
They opposed him both in word and 
action. 

Verse 4. Terr();Ys 01 death is a strong 
expression of the intense feelings of 
David caused by his trials. He was 
not actually expecting death at the 
hands at his enemies, but the anxiety 
that was crOWding up upon hIs heart 
was such as to suggest the extremity 
of death or the approach to it. 

Verse 5. These feelings pertained to 
David's fleshly nature. His inner self 
had not given way to doubt as to the 
continued support from God. 

Verse 6. This verse was another ex· 
pression coming from the natUral re
action of David to the heavy oppres· 
sian from his enemies. It was but 
according to human nature longing 
for relief that he thought of the ad· 
vantages of a bird when being pursued. 

Verse 7. A lonely hiding in some far 
away wilderness would be preferable 
to the constant irritation that his 
enemies were causing David. 

Verse 8. Windy storm .. is a fi gure of 
speech, r eferring to the tempestuous 
attacks upon David because of his 
service to God. 

Verse 9. Divide their tongues meant 
to weaken the force of their stormy 
tirade,. against David. Those tirades 
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had caused violence to occur in the 
city. dest roying peace. 

Verse 10. The agitation trom the 
enemies of David was ceaseless or day 
and night. 

Verse 11. Deceit and guile are prac
tically the same, and refers to the 
underhanded methods that were used 
by the enemies ot' David. 

Verses 12, 13. It was not an enemy. 
That is, It was not one who admitted 
he was an enemy although in reality 
he was one. It would be expected that 
an enemy would seek to injure his 
victim and such treatment would not 
cause much surprise. But for such 
treatment to come from a professed 
friend would be peculiarly painful. 

Verse 14. This verse describes the 
close association that had been be
tween David and some of the persons 
who were now acting the part of his 
enemies. 

Verse 15. H eH is from a word that 
has various meanings. One of them is 
In reference to a s tate of forgetfulness. 
David bad often prayed for the de
struction ot his enemies. In this verse 
he prayed tor their complete over
throw. He gave a just reason tor this 
wIsh; the existence ot wickedness in 
their dwellings. 

Verse 16. No earthly help would he 
effective against the workers of iniq
uity. David therefore put his trust 
in God and called upon him fOr se
curity. 

Verse 17. The frequency of David's 
prayers makes up the subject of this 
verse. A familiar church hymn is 
based on tbis thought. and it was also 
the practice ot Daniel, both betore 
and after the wicked edict signed by 
the king. (Dan. 6: 10.) 

Verse 18. A man might overcome his 
antagonist in battle and yet be in a 
terrible condition atterward. But 
David bad been given victory with 
peace. Many with me means that 
many toes bad contended with David. 

Verse 19. The sense ot this verse is 
as it it stated the reason why the 
wicked men did not change their ways; 
it was because they did not fear God. 

Verse 20. He applies to the evil 
characters described in the preceding 
verse. These men were even covenant 
breakers. and had raised their hands 
against the very ones who would have 
been at peace with them. 

Verse 21. The wicked character is 
still the antecedent of the pronoun. 
The verse describes a hypocrite who 

uses favorable words to hide tbe evU 
intentions that are in the heart. By 
thus misleading the victim he could 
be held within the grasp of the foe 
until the opportune time tor striking. 

Verse 22. This verse is identical in 
thought with 1 Pe. 5: 7. No human 
being is able to bear the burdens of 
life without divine help. The original 
for moved would justify a stronger 
rendering, such as "to tall." That is 
better, for a person might be somewhat 
moved by the opposItion ot his enemies 
but yet not be cast down. 

Verse 23. But God w1l1 cause the 
wicked men ot the earth to be cast 
down and finally brought to complete 
ruin. 

PSALMS 56 
Verse 1. The reader bas doubtless 

observed that David's conflicts with 
his enemies make up by tar the 
greater portion of the book of Psalms. 
I know of no special reason for his 
troubles except his vigorous activities 
in behalf or the IsraeHte nation. There 
",ere many heathen nations In the 
land and surrounding territories and 
tiley were envious at the success that 
David was having. He was a suc
cessful wanior, yet he relied chiefly 
on the help of God tor victory, hence 
such prayers as this verse. 

Verse 2. The enemies of David out· 
numbered him, but when God is con
cerned in an issue numbers do not 
count; therefore, David called upon 
the Most High for help. 

Verse 3. This verse means that 
David would fear his enemies were it 
not for his abiding trust in God. 

Verse 4. David praised God tor the 
surety at his \Vord. With the assur
ance that he had from this divine 
source, David was encouraged to defy 
all the powerS of the flesh. 

Verse 5. Wrest l11.y wonts means 
David's f!nemies perverted his state
ments and gave to them a distorted 
meaning. That is the kind of tactics 
that dishonest foes often use. By a 
misuse of what a man says, his words 
can be made to have a meaning far 
different from what he intended. 

Verse 6. This whole verse has a 
simple meaning; David's enemies 
grouped together to spy on him. When 
they saw what they thought was the 
right time they would make an attack 
on his soul or life. 

Verse 7. The prayers of David were 
that bis enemies be prevented from 
"getting away" with their iniquity. 
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God's anger in casting them down 
would be in the nature of righteous 
indignation and not in that of petty 
outbreak of temper. 

Verse 8. Tellest Is from CHAPHAR and 
defined, "A primitive root; properly 
to score with a mark as a tally or rec
ord, i.e. (by implication) to inscribe, 
and also to enumerate; intensively. to 
recount, I.e. celebrate."-Strong. The 
original for wanderings is defined by 
Strong by the one word. "exile," which 
refers to the many attempts by his 
enemies to isolate him by their floods 
of persecutions. Putting tears in a 
bottle would indicate they were to be 
preserved to be considered as a keep
sake, in remembrance of some loved 
ODe who had shed them. The whole 
verse means that God notices and 
remembers the trials and sacrifices 
his servants experience for His sake. 

Verse 9. The mere prayer of David 
to God would not cause his enemies 
to turn back or retreat. But such a 
prayer would bring forth the deliver
ance from God and that would compel 
the foes to halt. 

Verse 10. The outstanding thought 
in this verse is the motive for David's 
praise for the Lord. It was because of 
his Word, and that had always been 
a prominent thought with the psalm
ist, as can be seen in his writings. 

Verse 11. Two thoughts are set as 
opposites of each other. They are trust 
in God on one side and fear of man 
on the other. 

Verse 12. Thy vOWS' means the vows 
or pledges David had made to God. 
Are upon 'inC means he was not in
tending to disregard them. 

Verse 13. This verse is a recogni
tion of past deliverance from serious 
evil. On that basis David believed 
God would again preserve him so 
that he could continue to serve him 
among those in the land of the living. 
In spite of the threatenings from 
mankind, David was willing and eager 
to portray his devotion to God in 
sight of the foes. 

PSALMS 57 
Verse 1. The bodily parts of God 

are like those of a human being and 
not a dumb creature. The compari
son to wings, therefore, is figurative, 
and means that as the wings of a bird 
would provide a shelter, so the Lord 
would protect David in his trials. 

Verse 2. The cry was an earnest 
prayer to God for help. God is the 

one who per/onneth whatever is done 
to protect the righteous from their 
enemies. 

Verse 3. Send tram ,heaven signi
fies the source from which all true 
help must come. The mercy that God 
will send forth will be according to 
his truth. See comments at eh. 3: 2 
for meaning of Selah. 

Verse 4. Lions are devouring beasts 
and fire is a tormenting, destructive 
element. Spears, arrows and sworas 
are instruments of death. All of 
these things are used to compare the 
character of David's enemies. 

Verse 5. As a comparison, David 
exalts God above the heavens. The 
word is plural and refers to the 1st 
and 2nd heavens. That means the 
regions of the air and the planets. 
Then the psalmist adds the earth in 
his comparison which makes it com· 
plete for the material universe. It 
would have been inappropriate to name 
the 3rd heaven, for that is where God 
dwells as a spiritual Being. 

Verse 6. A net is a device of a gen
eral nature. It can be spread out in 
some expected path of the victim, and 
can be hidden from his view. Another 
means of capturing a victim is a pit, 
dug in the route to be traveled so that 
he will not see it until it is too late. It 
often occurs that the evil designer 
has laid his plot so long before that 
he has forgotten about it, and then 
he will become the victim of his own 
plot. In every place where Selah is 
used, the reader should see the com
ments at ch. 3: 2 whether I mention it 
or not. 

Verse 7. Fixed means prepared or 
settled. It denotes that David was 
ready for whatever might be in store 
for him in the divine providence. It 
is a thought similar to the one in 
1Pe.4:1. 

Verse 8. David was summoning his 
various resources to express praise for 
God. 

Verse 9. David was inclined to praise 
God from personal sentiments. He 
also was not ashamed for others be
sides his own people to know of his 
devotion to God; he would praise him 
among the nations which means the 
heathen. It recalls our minds to the 
teaching of Jesus in Mark 8: 38. 

Verse 10. Heavens and clouds are 
used as things fOr comparing the 
greatness of God's mercy. That is, 
the mercy of the Lord is not only ex
tensive but it is of a high and hQly or 
worthy kind. 
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Verse 11. The actual position of God 
cannot be changed by any man. Be 
thou exaUed means that David was 
desirous of seeing God thus exalted. 

PSALMS 58 
Verse 1. The pronoun ye refers to 

the people who had shown so much 
unrighteousness. The question form 
of language here is really a criticism 
of their pretense to being good when 
their conduct did not agree with it. 

Verse 2. 'Weigh means they would 
deal out their violence as a merchant 
would weigh out his goods to the peo
ple. 

Verse 3. Advocates of "inherited sin" 
try to find their doctrine in this verse. 
When a statement is made that can· 
not be interpreted literally, some figu
rative or accommodative sense must be 
given to it. We know that a new
born infant cannot speak at all, there
fore he could not speak lies. The word 
cstranqed. also proves the writer was 
not using his language literally. This 
word means to tUrn aside or forsake 
the way. We know that an infant 
cannot perform anything of that na
ture. The verse, therefore, means that 
the tendency of human beings is to 
follow the fleshly desires, and that 
they manifest that tendency early in 
life. We all believe that doctrine, but 
it has no resemblance to that of the 
"inherited-sin" variety. 

Verses 4. 5. Certain beasts and ser· 
pents can he charmed or held spell
bound and thus rendered harmless. 
There are others that will not listen 
or pay any attention to any attempts 
at fascination. The latter is used to 
compare the enemies of righteous
ness. They will viciously attack those 
whose lives are better than theirs. 
then tUrn a deaf ear to the protests of 
the victims. 

Verse 6. All of the expressions in 
this verse are used figuratively. The 
desire of David was that God would 
deal roughly with his adversaries. 

Verse 7. Continually has no word in 
the original and is really against the 
thought of the writer. The idea is of 
something that makes a show of activo 
ity for a while, then ceases. A stream 
that runs continually does not vanish 
and hence would not compare with 
the fate that David wished for these 
wicked enemies. He and his refer to 
God and them refers to the enemies. 
David prayed that God would destroy 
them as with arrows. 

Verse 8. All of these verses express 
the attitude of David toward his 
enemies. He is signifying his feelings 
by a number of comparisons. Strong 
defines the original for melteth by, 
"disappearance." The appearance of 
a snail is trivial and short·lived. 
Untimely birth refers to the case 
where the prematurity of the child 
caused its death so that it could never 
see the light of day. 

Verse 9. The speed with which the 
wrath of God was to work against 
the wicked foes is the thought in this 
verse. Thorns refers to the fuel used 
to build a fire under the vessel. The 
foes were to feel the wrath of God in 
less time than it takes for the pots to 
feel the heat. The foes will be taken 
away both living (taken alive) by the 
whirlwind of God's wrath. 

Verse 10. The first balf of this verse 
is literal. It is right to rejoice when
ever God brings vengeance on wicked 
men. The last half means the right
eous will see the wicked foes brought 
to the feet of their would-be victims. 

Verse 11. The righteous will be able 
to realize the justice of God against 
wicked men. Such a sight will be all 
the reward that the servants of the 
Lord will receive and should be all 
they would desire. 

PSALMS 59 
Verses I, 2. David was not afraid of 

righteous men. A good man is not in 
any danger from other good men. That 
is why we have so many expressions 
from him asking for deliverance from 
evil characters. 

Verse 3. The soul of man as the 
inner being cannot be injured by hu
man beings (Luke 12: 4, 5). The word 
is used here meaning the life of David. 
He declared he ... vas not guilty of any 
sin that would justify the enmity of 
the oppressors. 

Verse 4. The enemies prepared or 
plotted against David through no fault 
of his. Had he been guilty of any act 
of wrong-doing he would not feel jus
tified in calling on God for help as he 
did so many times with complete sat· 
isfaction. 

Verse 5. To visit the heathen means 
to bring upon them some severe judg
ment. God's mercy was never promised 
to those who were impenitent. It 
was propel', therefore, for David to 
make the prayer of this verse. See 
comments at cll. 3: 2 for Selah. 

Verse 6. The enemies are compared 
to dogs or "evening wolves." The com-
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parison is to show the il' wild and 
greedy character. 

Verse 7. The envious, cutting words 
t.hat lying foes were uttering against 
David were compared to swords. When 
a man raves about his victim, he ex
pects someone to hear hIm, else his 
belChing would not accomplish any
thing. The idea is that he thinks the 
intended victim will not hear it. Only 
those will hear (he thinks) who might 
be influenced against the one who 1s 
the target for his shafts or spite. 

Verse 8. There is One wbo hears 
all thnt Is said and who will confound 
the plans designed by the wicked 
against righteous men. 

Verse 9. David's faith in his God 
caused him to look his affUcUons in 
the · face. He believed God had the 
strength to defend his righteous serv
ants. 

Verse 10. Prevent has a meaning 
opposite of what it has today, It means 
literally "to go before" for the purpose 
of guidance, It therefore meanB that 
the mercy of God would help David 
in his conflicts with the foes. 

Verse 11. To slay the foes would 
soon put them out of remembrance. 
David preferred to have them live, 
but be scattered and defeated which 
would enable them to r ealize thei r 
shame and thus be punished more 
extensively, 

Verse 12. No actual bodily harm 
was coming to David from h is enemies. 
But they were uttering vicious words 
against him and that irritated him. 

Verse 13. To consume does not mean 
to destroy Hterally, for that would 
contradict v. 11. David wished God to 
corne against his foes with. such un· 
merciful vengeance that all their plans 
would be destroyed. 

Verse 14. Not having been literally 
destroyed, but only scattered, the en· 
emies would return to the attaCk, 
hoping to accomplish their purpose. 
(V. 6.) David would relish seeing them 
do so provided they failed in their in
tent. 

Ve rse 15. This verse shows the mo
tive indicated by my comments on the 
previous one. David would find much 
satisfaction in seeing the disappoint
ment of the "dogs." 

Verse 16. The mercy of which David 
would sing was that which he expected 
on the basis of his service to God. The 
particular form of the mercy was that 
which defended him against tbe per
secutions at the hands of his enemies. 

Verse 17, Goe! uf my 'mercy is signlf· 
cant in that no mercy could be ex
pected from earthly sources. Instead, 
man was causing the conditions that 
called for God's mercy. 

PSALMS 60 
Verse 1. David was speaking for the 

n ation as a whole. The people orten 
provoked the Lord by theh' sins and 
received the judgments of God as a 
punishment. 

Verse 2. Not the earth Uterally was 
made to tremble, but the people who 
live on it. They were made to fpol 
the force of God's wrath. 

Verse 3. Hara things and 'If'inc Of 
astonishment arc figurative phrases 
r eferring to the chastisements of God 
upon his wayward people. 

Verse 4. A bannar is from a word 
that is defined by Strong as a token. 
It means that people who fear God 
are "winners" in the contest against 
sin and God gives them the "blue rib-
bon" or token as a first prize reward. 

Verse 5. David loved his people and 
prayed tor them. Save with the right 
hane! means that the salvation that is 
provided by the hand of God will be 
righteous. 

Verse 6. Til, his holiness means that 
the saying:s ot God are holy in form 
and thought. The preceding verse was 
favorable for God's people and the 
same thought is continued in this. 
Divide ShechenJ, means to divide or 
deal to Shechem, and mete Old or deal 
out to Succoth means to give blessings 
of God to that place, 

Verse 7. The places named belonged 
to God, hence it was fitting that Hf'; 
deal to them the favors previously 
mentioned, Judah is 'my ra1(;'-giver i8-
a prophecy although ' the italicized 
word is in the present tense. The law 
in the days of David was given and 
administered through the tribe of 
Levi. But the time ,vas to come when 
the law at God would come through 
Judah (Gen. 49: 10: Heb. 7: 11·14). 
So this Is another of the many places 
where an inspired writer interrupted 
his story to make a prediction that 
was apparently unrelated to the gen· 
eral trend of his thought. 

Verse 8. A washpo t is an article 
for very humble use, and a place where 
one would cas t his shoe would not be 
very dignified. God considered Moab 
and Ed01n in that light. In the last 
clause ot the verse the word PhWstia 
reters to the land of the Philistines . 
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Because in the marginal rendering is 
"over" and the lexicon agrees with 
it. The idea is that God was challeng· 
ing the Philistines to interfere with 
his dealings with the two peoples, 
Moab and Edom. Of course the chal
lenge was made in irony. 

Verses 9, 10. David wrote as one 
who was to share in the triumph over 
the city of the Edomites. He asked 
who was to make such a victory sure. 
He then answered his own question in 
the words will not thou. 0 God? 

Verses 11, 12. God can help one out 
of trouble, but it would be in vain to 
look for assistance from man. 

PSALMS 61 
Verse 1. A cry is an earnest form of 

prayer. 
Verse 2. Front t.he end of the earth 

indicated that David would call upon 
God from the farthest extent of his 
difficulties. Rock is from an original 
that Strong defines as a "refuge." A 
place of safety that was above the 
area of David's trials was that to 
which he prayed God to lead him. 

Verse 3. Shelter has the same force 
of meaning as rock in the preceding 
verse. In material warfare a tower 
is constructed for two purposes: One 
is that of a defensive fort, the other is 
to give opportunity as a "look-out" 
post to observe the enemy. 

Verse 4. There was a literal taber
nacle but David used the term to in
dicate the sanctuary of God from a 
spiritual standpOint. He would main
tain an unbroken relationship with 
GOd. Wings was also used figuratively 
to mean the overshadowing protection 
of Jehovah for those under his care. 

Verse 5. His vows refers to the pro
fessions that had been made of service 
to the Lord. Hast heard means that 
God approved of them and rewarded 
David for them. The heritage means 
he rewarded David in the same way 
he had others who feared the Lord. 

Verse 6. God did not wish his peo
ple to have a king and suffered them 
to have one over divine protest. How
ever. after letting them be formed into 
a kingdom he promised to ' bless the 
king if he would remember his God 
in all his ruling. 

Verse 7. For ever means "during 
the age." In this connection it means 
the king would retain his throne as 
long as he lived. Mercu and truth 
denotes that the mercy of God will be 
in harmony with the truth. 

Verse 8. A part of the vows of 
David was a promise to praise God 
daily. In doing that he would be ful
filling his religious obligation to God. 

PSALMS 62 
Verse 1. Waiteth means that David 

calmly relied upon God for salvation, 
or protection against the activities of 
his enemies. 

Verse 2. Not be greatly moved in
dicates that David did not expect to 
escape entirely from the oppression of 
his foes. But it would not be so ex
tensive that he would be overwhelmed 
or entirely defeated. 

Verse 3. This verse was addressed 
to the enemies of David. He gave 
them a warning that defeat was in 
store for them. Be slain did not mean 
that they would be literally killed. It 
denoted the complete overthrow ot 
their plots. Their prospects for con
tinuance was compared to a bowing 
(sagging) wall and a tottering fence. 

Verse 4. They only consult means 
they pretended to counsel with a good 
man in order to obtain instruction. 
But their real motive was to get "in
side" infOrmation that would give 
them an undue advantage. 

Verse 5. This verse was addressed 
by the psalmist to himself. Wait upon 
God ineant to rely upon God far de
liverance from the foe. 

Verse 6. This is practically the 
same as v. 2. 

Verse 7. God was his glory in that 
David would glorify no other Being. 
Rock, strength and refuge have al
ready been commented up.on in recent 
chapters. 

Verse 8. Man's trust in God should 
not be variable. He should rely upon 
God's help at all times. 

Verse 9. Low degree and high deg.-ree 
refer to the professed ranks of the 
men. But whatever their stations in 
life, if they are laid in the balance, 
which means to be put to the test of 
real merit, their pretenSions will be 
exposed. 

Verse 10. The first clause is ad
dressed to men using the wrong means 
for gain. Even if they should ap
parently succeed, the success would 
not justify their vain boasts. If riches 
should come to a man from righteous 
sources, yet it would be foolish to be
come attached to them. The mere 
obtaining of wealth is not wrong. The 
means of getting it and the attitude 
towards it or use made of it 1s what 
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counts. Paul taught this lesson in 1 
Tim. 6: 10, 17. 

Verse 11. OnCe and twice are used 
in a general sense. It means that God 
bad spoken so clearly on the subject 
that no room tor doubt was lett. It 
was evident that the Lord is the 
source at all true strength. 

Verse 12. The strength at God is 
not used without mercy. Due consid
eration is always s hown to those 
who recognize the power of the Lord 
and who strive to be worthy objects 
of Its benefits. 

PSALMS 63 
Verse 1. The name G<Jd is used 

twice and is from two different orig
inals. The firs t reters to a supreme 
Being as a ruler; the second has the 
special significance of a powerful One. 
David was not actually in want at the 
necessary things of life. He used such 
conditions to compare the feeJing he 
had tor the need at divine heJp. 

Verse 2. This verse names the things 
he longed for in the preceding one. It 
would not be a new experience, for he 
had seen them In the sanctuary. He 
wished for a repetition or continu
ance ot the same. 

Verse 3. Lovingkindness really is 
equivalent to life. The comparison 
means that life without tbis kindness 
at God would not be worth living. 

Verse 4. Whil p. 1 live did not imply 
that David would be unconscious after 
the death of the body. It means he 
would praise God all the days of bls 
life. Lift up hands Is a gesture of 
respect for God. 

Verse 5 . .3Ianro·w and. fatness are 
materials very deSirable for the t em
poral body. David meant the spirItual 
blessings of God were as refreshing 
to his soul as these literal things 
were to the body. 

Verse 6. The spiritual provisions of 
God gave David "food for thought" 
even when in the n ight watches. He 
made practically the same remark In 
cb. 1: 2. 

Verse 7. Shadow Of wings is fi gura
tive. compal'ing the shelter afforded 
by the Lord to that ot a large bIrd. As 
a bird ling would find comfort under 
the wings of its mother, so David 
found a feeling of security with bls 
Lord. 

Verse 8. Soul is used to include the 
whole being of DaVid. The word is 
often so used in the Bible. (Gen. 12: 

13; E x. 12: 15; Lev. 4: 2; Ac. 27: 37; 
1 Pe. 3: 20.) 

Verse 9. Soul is used in the same 
sense as in the preceding verse. Go 
into the lower part3, etc., is figurative, 
meaning they will go down in shame· 
ful defeat. 

Verse 10. David's enemies were to be 
overthrown in battle. Portion for 
foxes was said to denote the humiliat
ing destruction awaiting the foes. 

Verse 11. David was king in J eru
salem when he wrote this psalm. His 
success Over his enemies was to be ac
complished through the help ot GOd. 
Also all others would succeed who 
had God as the backing for their 
undertaking. 

PSALMS 64 
Verses I, 2. Secret counsel of the 

wicked enemies of David was what he 
dreaded most. It is not so difficult to 
meet soldiers who come out like men 
into the open and fight manfully. But 
a coward ly plotter Is hard to meet. 
hence the psalmist implored the help 
of God in his difficulties. An insurrec
tion is an unlawful, disorderly up
rising against society and lawful 
government. 

Verse 3. As a man would whet his 
sword in preparation tor a conflict. 
so these enemies ot David prepared to 
speak slanderous words against him. 
It is necessary to bend a bow in order 
to cast an arrow. Likewise the foes 
of David drew their tongues into a 
tension to discharge the arrows ot 
bitter words. 

Verse 4. Shoot in secret is like the 
bushwhaker in carnal warfare. This 
phrase was used concerning the same 
actions described in the preceding 
verse. 

Verse 5. David continues his descrip
tion of secret foes. Layi ng snares priv· 
ily means they were plotting secretly 
against David intendIng to injure him 
at a time when he would not be SllS
pecting it. 

Verse 6. Search o·ut iniquities means 
they were trying to find something on 
which to accuse David of sin. The 
inward thought of the enemies is that 
they wtsh very much to find some
thing of which to complain. 

Verse 7. The arrow that God will 
shoot w11l be his darts of wrath 
against the workers of unrighteous
ness. They will be wounded by hav
tng their pride brought down. 
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Verse 8. The lies of the enemies will 
be exposed. When that is done they 
will be shown to be the ones who are 
really guilty of the evils they charged 
against David. When people realize 
the wickedness of David's foes they 
will flee away or evade them in fear. 

Verse 9. Men shan fear means they 
will respect God for his wonderful 
works or righteousness. Wisely con
sider denotes they will take a wise 
and just view of the actions of God. 

Verse 10. A rIghteous man will al
ways be glad when he sees the good 
work of God. It will cause him to 
have Increased fnith in the power and 
wisdom of divine providence. 

PSALMS 65 
Verse 1. P'raise waiteth has the idea 

of being held in waiting or reserve 
tor GOd. The 1)OW- refers to the obliga
tions that taithful servants of God had 
agreed to perform. A man will gladly 
discharge his duties to One whom he 
considers to be worthy of praise. 

Verse 2. AU flesh is used to include 
mankind in general. That would mean 
the high and low, the rich and poor, 
the learned and unlearned. 

Verse 3. The iniquities were those 
of David's enemies. They were mak
ing his life miserable with their per
secutions. David looked upon his af
flictions as a means of keeping him 
humble, and in that way purge or 
cleanse him from his transgressions. 

Verse 4. It was to be understood 
that God chooses only those who are 
righteous. That explains why David 
pronounced a blessing on the man that 
was God's chotce. Dwell in thv courts 
is a figurative refer ence to the inti
mate prlvtIeges of those whom the 
Lord loves. The goodness or advan
tages of that intimacy would be funy 
satisfactory to all who love the Lord. 

Verse 5. T errible things means the 
acts of the Lord that should be feared 
or reverenced. The reason they s hould 
be so considered is their righteous
nes.'i. Art the OO'1z,fidence means God 
is the one in whom all people of the 
earth should have confidence. 

Verse 6. It is the power of God that 
controls the parts of the earth. He 
caused the mountains to be formed as 
they are and to be maintained through 
the centuries. 

Verse 7. The Lord's power over the 
sea was demonstrated in the case of 
Jonah (Jon. 1). and in the time of 
Christ (Matt. 8: 23-27). 

Verse 8. Afraid at thy tokens denotes 
that the people were impressed by 
the tol(ens ot God's power. Ou,tgoings 
reters to the sources of the dany ap
pearances of daylight and darkness. 
God so regulates them that the people 
of the earth rejoice. 

Verse 9. Vi sitest means to bestow 
something on the earth. River Of God 
is a figurative r eference to the mois· 
tUre needed tor the production of the 
earth's Crops. That is provided by the 
Lord and hence the figure of speech 
used here. 

Verse 10. This verse is practically 
the same in meaning as the preceding 
one. It refers to the provisions of life 
that are produced by the earth; these 
good things all come from God. 'I'he 
same thought is given us in James 
1: 17. 

Verse 11. Paths drop fatness indio 
cates that wherever GOd moves there 
are blessings to be bad for mankind. 

Verse 12. Whether the broad 
stretches of the wIlderness are con· 
sidered, Or the little hills of the home· 
land, the providence of God gives the 
necessary seasons. 

Verse 13. The pastures receive the 
rain from God which enables them to 
produce grass for the flocks. The val
leys are the smaller areas and are 
used far the growing of grain. This is 
made possible by the watering men· 
tioned jn v. 10. Shout and sing are 
not used in a literal sense. The good 
things of life produced by the hills 
and valleys cause the people to shout 
and sing for joy. This transition from 
inanimate to animate things is a forlIl 
of speech sometimes used in the Bible 
to give a picture of the goodness of 
God. See Acts 14: 17 where the heart 
is said to be filled both with food and 
gladness; one litera l and the other 
mental. 

PSALMS 66 
Verses 1. 2. I do not find any orig

inal words for the first half of verse 
one. But the general thought of the 
paragraph will justify their use. The 
idea is that men should express their 
gratitude for the goodness of God by 
mirthful sounds. 

Verse 3. T crrtbZe is from the same 
Hebrew word as " reverend" in ps. 
111: 9. It has various shades of mean
ing including respect and dread. The 
connection here shows it to have the 
latter meaning. The enemies dread 
the power of God and submit unto 
him. The marginal reading says "yield 
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feigned obedience" and the lexicon 
agrees with i t. The enemies do not 
sincerely worship God but pretend to 
be in subjection in order to escape his 
terrible judgments agains t the ch il
dren of disobedience. 

Verse 4. The 'WOrship that all the 
earth (the People) shall give to God 
will be by way ot adoration for and 
acknowledgment or the great works 
in the universe. The passage does not 
mean to predict universal salvation, 
for that would contradict too many 
positive statements of scripture that 
teach otherwise. 

Verse 5. Come and see Is a pbrase 
used to call attention. It is not neces
sary to come to any particular place, 
literally, in order to see evidences of 
God's works. 

Verse 6. The subject matter ot tbis 
verse confirms my comments in the 
preceding one. The miraculous cross· 
ing of the Red Sea had taken place 
hundreds of years be fore. yet the peo
ple were told to co'me and see it. The 
meaning is they were to consider it. 

Verse 7. The rule of God over the 
nations is one of power in the sense 
of strength. The majority of man· 
kind do not permit God to rule their 
lives in the matter of theIr moral can· 
duct. But the time ",111 come when 
all rebellious ones wlll be brought to 
judgment. In view of the final judg· 
ment of God the disobedient ones are 
warned not to exalt themselves, See 
comments at cb. 3: 2 for explanation 
of Selah. 

Verse 8. Human beings can bless 
God only by acknowledging him as 
the source of all blessings. This is the 
truth that justifies the first clause of 
the familiar Doxology wbich says: 
"Praise God, from whom a U blessings 
flow." The same thought is set forth 
in James 1 : 17 regarding thf" only 
source of good things. 

Verse 9. 8011,1 a nd life have abou t 
the same meaning as a rule. -When 
they are used in connection with each 
other as in this verse the first means 
the vitality of a man and ·the second 
is the continuance of that vitality. 

Verse 10. Proving and trying was 
accomplished through the afHictions 
God suffer ed to come upon DaVid. 
Silver is tried by pultlng it through 
fire to separate the dross from the 
metal. The process was used to com· 
pare the experience of exposure to 
trial at the hands of the enemies. 

Verse 11. This ver se is still dealing 
with the subject of tests brought upon 
the people of God. It Is not difficult 
to maintain a profession as long as 
there is no oppos ition. The r eal test 
comes when one is caUed upon to 
endure great suttering and danger for 
the sake of bis friends. 

Verse 12. Fire and water is a re
ference to a practice resorted to as a 
test. A person accused of some crime 
was required to submit to the test to 
prove his guilt or innocence. He would 
be thrown into a body of water and 
if he floated it indica ted his guilt. 
Even a thing like a sea would spew 
up the guilty one. Or, it he were 
forced to run through some fire it 
would not harm him unless h e was 
guilly. Occasiona lly a sympathetic 
friend would offer to go through the 
test as a substitute for him. That gave 
the origin of the saying "go through 
fil'e and water" for another. My 
authority for this pa ragra ph is in 
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, ar
ticle o.rtJ,eal~· and Schaff·Herzog Ency· 
clopaedia, article ordeal. In the case 
of David and his bre thren it was used 
figuratively. They s tood the test be· 
cause it says thou. broughtest thc'1I/, 
out. 

Verses 13, 14. There were cer tain 
sacrifices that were requtred by the 
congregation, and others demanded of 
individuals. Besides these, a devoted 
Jew was encouraged to vow to make 
sacrifices when his circumstances sug· 
gested them. David had promised 
some of such offerings in the midst of 
his afHictions. God had given him 
deliverance and now his gratitude 
prompted the statements of this para
graph. 

Verse 15. The sacrifices under the 
Mosaic system might be clasSified as 
the major and minor ones. Fatlings 
were the larger and rams were the 
smaller sacrifices. Also. bullocks were 
the larger and goats were the smalle r. 
The thought is that David wished to 
go the full extent of sacrifiCial devo
tions. 

Verse 16. SOUl is used to include 
the entire person of David. He meant 
he was desirOUS oC telling others at' 
what God had done for him. 

Verse 17. The nt-outh and tongue 
are both used when addreSSing the 
Lord. This form of speech was used 
to please the sense of variety in em· 
phasis. 

Verse 18. To r egar d iniquity means 
to be favorable toward it. God wUl 
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not hear the prayer ot one who Is in 
that frame ot mind. 

Verse 19. On the basis of the fore
goin g truth David was not guilty for 
God bad heard and gran ted his prayer . 

Verse 20. God was blessed in that 
he was acknowledged to be the source 
of David's blessings. They were mani
fested 1n the form of mercy in the 
time of hi stroll ble. 

PSALMS 67 
Verse 1. David personally was the 

greatest Bufferer from the opposition 
of the enemies. but the nation as a 
whole of len was a victim. The prayers, 
therefore, were in the plural form 
for David was very mindful of his 
brethren, There Is a noled example 
of this fact recorded in 2 Sam. 24: 17. 

Verse 2. God's special favor upon 
the children ot Israel would be an 
evidence to the other nations of the 
world ot His goodness. 

Verse 3. Let the people is a mild 
form of the more emphatic thought, 
calling on the people of the world to 
praise God. 

Verse 4. The nations that were not 
directly of God should he pleased to 
see the goodness be manifests for his 
people. After all, even the heathen are 
under the control of God (Dan. 4: 17; 
5: 21), and it should be agreeable to 
them when they observe the kind of 
Being who holds their very existence 
in his hands. 

Verse 5. L et the people is explained 
at v. 3. 

Verse 6. Ingratitude sometimes 
brings the judgments of God upon the 
world. In the days of special provi
dence the earth would refuse to pro
duce the necessities of' life. (2 Sam. 
21: 1.) But if the people will give God 
the praise due bim they will be as
sured ot tbe blessings of the cartb. 

Verse 7. AU people will fear or re
spect God when they see the great 
benefits that he gives them through 
means ot the eartb. 

PSALMS 68 
Verse 1. Military victory over his 

enemies was a thing for which David 
often prayed. The Jewish nation was 
secular as well as religious. It is 
proper for temporal governments to 
fight for their defense (John 18: 36). 
hence it was rigbt for David to ex
press himself' as he did in this verse 
and in many other passages. 

Verse 2. The brevity of smoke and 
wax was used to compare the f'ate that 
David wished tor his enemies; they 
were to disappea r without delay. 

Verse 3. The righteous people have 
reason to rejoice when wicked per
sons are ove rthrown. It their com
plete destruction is necessary for the 
good o[ others, then it would be right 
to wish for it to be accomplished 
through the power of the Lord. 

Verse 4. Rid-eth upon the heavens 
indicates that God is above all things 
in the universe. Jah is a short form 
of Jehovah and means the "self-Exis
tent or Eternal." Having never bad 
a beginning he is logically the ruler 
of everything in creation. 

Verse 5. God's care for all unfortu
nate persons is as good as that of a 
father or a husband. The Lord exe
cutes his watchful care for the needy 
(rom h is holy habitation beyond the 
skies. 

Verse 6. Solitary is trom YACHYD 
and " )onely" is a leading word in 
Strong's definition. In the King James 
verRion it has been translated by 
darling 2 Urnes, desolate 1, only 6, 
only child I, only son 1, solitary 1. 
The word primarily has reference to 
what is commonly called an orphan. 
Families is from lJA YITH and Strong's 
deflnltion Is. "a house (in the greatest 
variety of applications, especially 
family)." In the King James version 
it has been translated by family 5 
times, home 25, house 1790, household 
52. The idea 1s tbat God intended the 
famlly home as the proper place in 
which to care tor orphans. The same 
thought Is indicated in 1 Tim. 5: 10. 
The rest at the verse of this paragrl:!-ph 
has to do with tbe subject of' liberty. 
There are no harder chains than those 
of sin. God will delh'er all from them 
who will obey him. 

Verses 7. 8. In this paragraph we 
have an inte resting use of' the word 
Selah. The comments at ch. 3: 2 sbow 
the word to mean a pause for reflec· 
tion. It 1s very fitting to pause in the 
midst of this passage and meditate 
on the mighty power of God. It was 
manifested at Sinai and at many other 
places. 

Verse 9. Dy sending rain God did 
confirm the promise made in Gen. 8: 
22. 

Verse 10. Dwelt therein means the 
congregation Uved within the blessings 
which God provided by rain for the 
country of his people. 
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Verse 11. This verse states a fact 
that occurred in more than one In
stance. God could have inspired all 
men by his word at the same time had 
he so desired. Instead. he hils always 
committed his law to certain men and 
then expected great numbers of others 
to repeat it among the people ot the 
earth. 

Verse 12. Persons of contrasting 
power are mentioned in order to show 
God's working is not always according 
to logical rule. A king might not be 
able to escape being chased, while the 
female citizens at home would reap. 
the benefit from his deteat. 

Verse 13. Pots and dove 'Wi ngs are 
used figuratively to compare the con
ditions of God's faithful servants while 
in th'eir atllicUons and after they have 
been rescued. 

Verse 14. The antecedent ot the 
first t:t is inherita.nce in v. 9. White is 
not in the original and has no mean
ing as used here. Salman was a hill 
near Shechem. Snow falling on the 
hill would be scattered about. That 
was used to compare the commotion 
of kings who had opposed God 's people. 

Verse 15. The hill ot God meant the 
spiritual prominence of God's institu
tion. II was compared to a literal hill 
in the land of Bashan. 

Verse 16. HiOh hills was a flgurative 
reference to the high esteem the foes 
of David had of themselves. He in
directly criticized them for their self
exaltation and warned them in view 
of the spiritual hill of God in which 
they should be interested. 

Verse 17. C1ulriots were ins truments 
of war and when used figuratively r e
fer to the power of God over h is en
emies. They would be handled by the 
angels who are the servants of Heaven. 
The vast number mentioned Is for 
the purpose of emphasis. Sinai is 
named because it was the place where 
God's law was given after Moses, the 
first lawgiver, had ascended to its 
peak. 

Verse 18. After such a reference to 
Sinai and the important things that 
issued (rom it. it was log ical to pass 
from that to the second Moses and tell 
of the things he did. The Psalmist 
may not have personally understood 
why he was inspired to write this 
verse (1 Pe. 1: 10-12). However, it is 
a prophecy of the ascension of Christ, 
after which he too caused an outpour· 
ing or power tram Gad. It Is Quoted 

in Eph ... : 8 and spoken of as being a 
saying of old time. 

Verse 19. The Lord is the giver of 
all bleSSings and in acknowledging the 
fact we bless the Lord. God not only 
supplies us with the things needful 
for the body, but he is the meana of 
our salvation. 

Verse 20. Our God is an expression 
occurring otlen in the Bible. There 
were so many false gods advocated by 
the heathen nations that it was Big· 
nificant for the servants of the true 
one to desIgnate him by the possessive 
pronoun. God is the one who bas 
power to give life to the dead. 

Verse 21. The head and hairy scalp 
indicate the mos t vital part of a man. 
The reference to it is to show the com
ple te defeat of the enemies ot God. 

Verse 22. Bashan was one of the 
heathen dist r icts and was occupied by 
strong people. To rescue his people 
from such a hold would show God's 
great power. Likewise would it be 
shone were he to save them from the 
sea. 

Verse 23. Thy t oot means the foot ot 
God's people. Victory over the enemy 
is the subject of the verse. That was 
indicated by the dipping of the foot 
in the blood at the enemy. The humi
lia ting degree of the defeat to be im
posed on the enemy was indicated by 
the prediction that the dogs of the 
Israelites would lick the blood of the 
enemy slain. This kind of compari
son was made in the case of Ahab. (1 
Ki. 21: 19.) 

Verse 24. They refers to the enemy 
before whom the wonderful uoings or 
acts of God had been displayed. 

Verse 25. David was a great man 
for musical instruments; used es.
pecially in service to God. He repre
sented the victory as being celebrated 
with the music. 

Verse 26. God is the fountain ot all 
good, whether material or immaterial. 
The children of Israel had come from 
that jOl, ntain, hence tbey were told 
to bless God. 

Verse 27. Both large (Judah) and 
small (Benjamin) groups with their 
rulers or leaders had come from God. 
The same was true of other tribes so 
they should praise God. 

Verse 28. Wbat strength these 
groups bad was by the decree of Cod. 
David prayed tor continuance of that 
favor to the nation. 
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Verse 29. The temple was the head· 
QUarters of the Lord's kingdom. The 
recognltioD of that government was 
to be done by the kings of the earth. 
It would be indicated by their pres
ents, See the meaning of that in COIn
ments at Gen. 32: 13. 

Verse 30. The reference to dumb 
creatures was to show the low esti
mate David had ot his enemies, He 
prayed tor God to rebuke them so 
completely that they would pay the 
customary tribute or "present," which 
they would do with pieces of sil-Fer. 

Verse 31. This verse means that 
notable persons in Egypt and Ethiopia 
would soon acknowledge the supre
macy of God. 

Verse 32 This was rather in the 
nature of a command or demand. The 
kingdoms of the earth were called 
upon to r ecognize God. See comments 
at ch. 3: 2 for Selan. 

Vel'se 33. Ridcth upon, etc., was to 
indicate the over-all jurisdiction of 
God. In view of that authority the 
nations were directed, in the preced
ing verse, to give due praise unto the 
God ot Jsrael. 

Verse 34. The strength of God is 
greater than that possessed by any 
other being_ That strength was con
tributed to the oversight of Israel. 
Clouds had reference to the regions of 
creation, and God's strength was mani
fested therein. 

Verse 35. Terril.ile is from YARE and 
means that God Is worthy to be re
spected for his might. He is able to 
give strength and power unto his 
people. These words have practically 
the same meaning and are used to· 
gether for emphasis. 

PSALMS 69 
Verse 1. 'Waters in symbolic lan

guage means afflictions. BOitl as used 
here refers to the whole being. David 
means be is "flooded" wilh afflictions. 

Verse 2. This is along the same line 
as the preceding verse. Mire and 
waters are used figuratively. No stand
ing means it is all mire with no solid 
footing. 

Verse 3. These strong expressions 
are descr iptive of the intense feeling 
David had because of his many per
secutions. He had not lost faith in 
the Lord, but the flesh is weak and 
often gl ves way to sighing and lamen
tation. 

Verse 4. More than the hairs is a 
figure of speech used for emphasis. It 

is something like Gen. 13: 16; 22: 17. 
David never did r esent any punish
ment that was due him. but these 
people were hating him without a 
(~alUe. Although he had been falsely 
accused of fraud, be gave to his ac· 
cusers the properly they claimed. In 
other words, rather tban cause un
necessary friction he was willing to 
suffer himselr to be defrauded as Paul 
taught in 1 Cor. 6: 7. 

Verse 5. This was an admission of 
the general weakness of the hUman 
being. There was no specific sin of 
which he was guilty at that time. How
ever, we should note the statement 
that a man's SillS are not hid from 
God. 

Verse 6. To wait on God means to 
rely on him and to expect divine help. 
David was being shamefully treated 
by the enemies of righteousness. He 
was concerned lest the condition 
might embarrass those who were 
waiting on God and pOssibly cause 
them to be hindered in theh- devotion. 
The prayer was in behalf of those 
persons, that they would not let 
David's afflictions atrect them, It was 
a thought similar to that expressed by 
Paul in 2 Tim. 1: 8. 

Verse 7. David set an example of 
the courage he desired others to mani· 
fesl. He had endured the reproaches 
of the enemies because of his love 
for God. 

Verses 8. 9. Again the inspired mind 
saw a fitting place to make a predic
tion of an experience that was to come 
upon the 111u8trious descendant of 
David. Unknown to him (perhaps) 
he passed from his own experiences 
to those of Christ, and the prediction 
is cited in John 2: 16 and Rom. 15: 3. 

Verse 10. This means that his 
enemies reproached or made fun of 
David when they saw him grieving 
over his persecutions. 

Verse 11. Sackcloth 1s a coarse 
fabric of which gunny sacks are made. 
It was worn in ancient times when 
the person was undergoing a period 
of grief or anxiety. When the enemies 
saw it they spoke in proverbs about it. 
That is, they made him the target 
for their jeers and tried to humiliate 
him. 

Verse 12. This verse names persons 
of two opposite rani<s. Those who sat 
in the gat.e were r epresentative men 
because that was the point for diplo· 
matic conversations. or course it is 
understood that dnmk(wd.'l were of the 
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very inferior rank. Both of these 
classes showed disres pect for David in 
hi s afflictions or persecutions. 

Verse 13. 'l'hese persecutions did 
not di scourage David from his d e
votions to God. He continued to 
make hi s prayer to the Lord. In an 
acceptable time was said in about 
the same sense as we mean when we 
say. "If it be thy wll1." Truth of t1~y 
.~alv/ltion indicates that the salvation 
coming from God is according to 
truth . 

Verse 14. Mil-c and water, as in pre
vious verses, are used figuratively re
ferring to David's many trial s at 
the bands of his enemies. 

Verse 15. This ve rse is more a long 
the same line as the others mentioned. 
Let it· be noted that David did not ask 
to escape al1 difflculty. He prayed only 
to be saved from being overwhelmed 
and completely defeated as his enemies 
intended. 

Verses 16. 17. David believed that 
God was always just in his dealings. 
But he also believed that God was 
merCiful and it was on that basis that 
he could expect r elief from his per
secutions. 

Ve rse 18. David did not mean his 
soul from the standpoint of spidtual 
danger . H e used the word as a pply
ing to hi s present ex istence ; hi s li fe 
had been threatened. 

Verse 19. David would not presume 
to offer information to God. But rather, 
the form of speech was his vmy of 
acknowledging the complete wisdom 
of tile LOrd. 

Verse 20. The intensity of David 's 
pe rsecutions was being more defini
tely described. The mind of inspi ra
tion was getting ready to pass again 
to a prediction concerning the great 
Descendant of David. 

Verse 21. This a nd several fol1ow
ing ver ses are in re ference to the 
persecutions or Chris t and also the 
fate called for upon his persecutors. 
This present prediction was fu lfilled 
while J esus was on the cross. See 
Matt. 27: 34; Mark 15: 23; Luke 23: 
36; John 19: 29 for the record of ful
fillment of this noted prophecy. 

Verses 22, 23. The Jews rejected 
J esus and plo tted his death. As a 
r esult they were desti ned to be r e
jected by the Lord. We do not ha ve 
to guess at the application of thIs 
,JrophecY, for Paul cites it in connec
tion with his r emarks about the J ew-

ish nation and the shortcomings 
charged against it. (Rom. 11: 9, 10.) 

Verse 24. This verse 1s in the form 
of a prayer, but it is a prediction of 
the judgment of God upon that wicked 
nation for its disrespect of the divine 
law. 

Verse 25. The nation as a whole 
was conSidered guilty of the death or 
Christ. However, the agent in the 
wicked deed was Judas. This predic
tion a lso is clearly inte rpreted In the 
New Testam en t. In Acts 1: 20. Petel' 
quoted it when he was preparing to 
find a man to take the place of Judas 
as an apostle. The plural form of the 
pronoun need not confuse us. Judas 
was the actor for the nation and it 
was appropr iate to speak of the trag
edy in tha t manner. 

Verse 26. It was God's will that 
Jesus be smitten (Isa. 53: 4), but tha t 
did not justify the motives of those 
who fulfilled that part of the Lord's 
plan. God gave his Son over into the 
hands of wicked m en. then they per
sec'llted him with a bitte r hatred. 

Verse 27. The original for iniq
ui ty is defined by Strong as. "per
versity, 1.e. (moral) evil." In the 
King J ames version it h as been trans
lated by punishment (or iniquity) as 
well as by just iniquity. Hence this 
ver se is a praye r for God to add the 
punishment of iniquity to the wicked 
Jews for their practice of iniquity. 
The last clause of the verse means for 
God not to faVOr them with a re
ward of righteousness. 

Verse 28. This verse practically 
m eans for the wicked J ews to be for 
gotten a nd left out of the record. 
That would cut them oft from all 
sharing with the righteous. 

Verse 29. Poor (lind sorrowful is a 
phrase with mixed meaning. The first 
word is not literal, for David had 
much of this world's goods. He was 
poor in that he was "depressed," which 
is the leading word in S trong's def· 
inition of the original. That would 
give to the last word of the phrase a 
literal meaning. 

Verse 30. Songs and other poetical 
composittons wer e a prominent man
ner with David in expressing his sen
timents. Magnify hint. meant to rec
ognize the greatness ot God. 

Verse 31. Animal sacrifices were 
required by the law and were pleas
ing to God_ However, they were m a
terial things and in comparison did 
not equal spiritual praise. 
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Verse 32. The humble would Include 
those too poor to present a costly 
sacrifice like a bullock. But when they 
saw that Gild was pleased with such 
services as sincere praise. which was 
something that the poorest could 
arrer, then they were made glad. Heart 
shall live means they would have the 
heart to seek God when tbey saw 
that what they had to offer was pleas
ing to him. 

Verse 33. Despiseth means to belittle 
or think lightly of another . If the 
P()()T are In the prison or other dis
tress the Lord will consider their case 
nevertheless. 

Verse 34. Inanimate things like the 
earth and sea cannot actuaIJy praise 
God. The thought is that God should 
be praised because of these works of 
creation. 

Verse 35. Zion was the capital or 
Judah and God's interest in them was 
such that he would defend them 
against all enemies. 

Verse 36. This verse is a prediction 
that the land of Judah would be 
possessed by futUre generations. But 
that was on condition that they love 
his nmne. 

PSALMS 70 
Verse 1. Make haste is only an 

earnest plea for divine help. 
Verse 2. Seek alter my soul and de· 

sir e my hurt mean the same thing 
The personal injury of David in this 
Hfe is what he means by such refer· 
ences to his soul. 

Verse 3. Aha. aha. is an expression 
of ridicule, indica ting joy at another's 
misfortunes. Be turned. baCk means 
for the foes to be stopved in thefr 
bateful work. 

Verse 4. David was as considerate 
of the righteous as he was of the 
wicked. That is, he not only prayed 
for the defeat of the wic]{ed, but 
prayed God to cause the righteous 
people to rejoice. God's greatness can
not be increased by man. Let God be 
nuJynijied means for people to recog· 
nize his magnitude by proper words 
of praise; a lso by a life consisent with 
His great love. 

Verse 5. Poor and needy is explained 
at ch. 69 : 29, and ma1w haste is com
mented upon at the first verse of the 
present chapter. 

PSALMS 71 
Verse 1. Contu..sion is tro1n BUWSll 

and Strong defines it. " to pale. i.e. pale, 
I.e. by impttcation to be ashamed; also 

(by implicatJon) to be disappointed 
or delayed." David was never much 
worried at t he prospect of physical 
discomfort. What he dreaded most was 
the hUmHtation of being gloated over 
by his wicked enemies. 

Verse 2. Deliver . .. righteousness 
indicates that God would not rescue 
a man from a difficulty unless he 
was in the right. 

Verse 3. Habitation Is used flgura
tively, meaning a secure haven of 
satety. Comma.ndment is trom a word 
that means "appoint" also. The 
thought is that God had appointed 
that righteous persons should be de
livered from wicked enemies. 

Verse 4. All cr1tel men are unright· 
eous, but not all unrighteous men are 
cruel. David was being persecuted by 
men who had both characteristics. 
But either trait would render a man 
wlcltcd in the sight of God. 

Verse 5. There is very little differ
ence between hope and trust. The 
first refers specifically to a strong cord 
to which a man might c1ing; the 
second means a place of refuge; hoth 
denote a condition of assurance. David 
had enjoyed this support from his 
youth. That is, from the time he was 
old enough to think and be respon
sihle. He did not belIeve the doc· 
trine ot inberlted sin. 

Verse 6. This verse does not contra
dict the preceding one. An infant is 
in no danger on account of sin, but 
he could be liable to physical harm. 
God had cared for him and also his 
mother before she had given birth to 
the Son. 

Verse 7. It Is hard for the world 
to understand the COUrage that is 
manifested by a true servant of God. 
David's explanation of It was the tact 
that he relied upon God tor strength. 
A similar circumstance arose with 
the apostles. (Acts 4: 13.) 

Verse 8. Praise and honor go hand 
in hand. The greatest honor any man 
can have is to be an admirer at God. 
David. therefore, would praise him all 
the day long. 

Verse 9. This verse is merely 
another earnest plea for help against 
the enemy. Age has no original as a 
seperate word. It is drived from the 
word fo r old. And that word Is used 
in a comparative sense, for David 
was not "aged" as we commonly use 
that term, being only 70 when he died. 
(2 Sam. 5: 4.) The meaning of the 
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prayer is that he wished God to be 
with him to the end of his life. 

Verse 10. Take coun.seZ together is 
the significant Item in the case. A 
man may not have much difficulty in 
combatting a single foe, but a con
federation of them acting in secret 
increases the bardship. The secret 
nature of the conspiracy is indleated 
by the words lay wait. 

Verse 11. God allows his servants 
to be subject to trials to test thei r 
faith. Such a situaUon is often mis
taken by the enemy fo r indifference 
on the part of the Lord. They w11l 
declare that the servant of God has 
been cast off, anrt they will seek to 
take advantage ot It in the hopes of 
overcoming that servant. 

Verse 12. Because of the condiUon 
described in the preceding verse, 
David called upon God to help him. 

Verse 13. Confounded and consumed 
are strong terms meaning to be com
pletely defeated. Reference to the soul 
was in regard to the general personal 
life of David. 

Verse 14. David's constant trust in 
the Lord was hl s greatest quality. 
DurIng his darkest periods of distress 
he always turned to God for relief. 

Verse 15. Know not the numbers 
was used in the same sense as we 
say "too numerous to mention." It 
referred to the manifold instances of 
God's righteous favors. 

Verse 16. David's reliance on the 
strength of God has a parallel thought 
in E ph. 6: 10. The latter part of this 
verse means David would not claim 
any merit for his own righteousness; 
only for the Lord's. 

Verse 17. Front mll lIouth is ex
plained at v. 5. HUherrto means he 
had been speaking of the works ot' 
God from the time he was old enough 
to be a responsible thinker. 

Verse 18. Old. ana greyheaaed. is 
comparative; see -comments at v. 9. 
The cent ral thought of this verse is 
that, by the help of God David wIshed 
to display to all the world the great 
works of the Creatol·. 

Verse 19. God is not only great with 
creative power, but all his dealings 
with man are righteous. David always 
took delight in praising the Lord tor 
his righteousness. 

Verse 20. God showed David these 
great troubles in that he allowed 
him to be exposed to them as a test of 
his faith. D epths 01 the earth reters 

to the depression that was caused by 
the afflictions mentioned above. 

Verse 21. True greatness consl8~ 
in being In the favor of God. Jesus 
taught tbis truth in Ma tt. 20: 25·29. 
David took comfort in the assurance 
that the Lord would recognize his 
humble devotion to duty. 

Verse 22. Mention of the psaltery 
and harp reminds us ot' one ot David's 
specialties whIch was instrumental 
music. God had placed his approval 
on this service as indicated in 2 chron. 
5: 13, 14, 

Verse 23. Soul was not used in dis
tinction from the outer man, but was 
used to reter to the whole living be
ing, just as 11 is used in 1 Pe. 3: 20. 
David meant that God had saved him 
from death at the hands of his 
enemies. F or this redemption he would 
rejoice and praise the Lord. 

Verse 24. The lips mIght be properly 
used tn singing the praises of God 
with more attention to the musical 
quality than to the thought. Such was 
the leading idea In the preceding 
verse. In the present one the tongue 
was to be used for t.he purpose at 
language In describing the righteous
ness ot Ckld. To be confounded means 
to be defeated and shamed in the at~ 
tempts to injure the servant at' the 
Lord. 

PSALMS 72 
Verse 1. David was king in Jerusa

lem and he expected h is son to reign 
in his place. Such officials are called 
upon to render important decisions or 
judgments. That was the reason he 
prayed for God to give him his divIne 
judgments. 

Verse 2. It the favors mentioned in 
the precedIng verse were granted, the 
good work of this one would be ac
compHshed. 

Verse 3. MQuntains and litt le hi l ls 
were used figuratively to denote the 
extent of the good results that would 
follow if the preceding conditions 
were brought about. This extent was 
indicated by the larger and smaller 
things in the land. 

Verse 4. JUdge the poor means God 
would render the prOper decisions 
(through the king) concerning the 
poor. That class often was slighted 
becau se at the humble station they 
occupied in Hfe due to their financial 
circumstances. 

Verse 5. They (the poor) would fear 
or reverence the Lord because of his 
goodness to them. No man will live 
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as long as the sun and moon exists. 
The thought is that as long as these 
heavenly bodies lasted there would be 
grateful people to respect God. Inci · 
dentally we here learn that the pro
duction ot human generations on earth 
will end simultaneously with that of 
the sun and moon. 

Verse 6. It should be understood 
that the tribute being referred to 
in these verses applies specifically to 
the king. But that is because he bad 
been enabled to do all these good 
deeds by the help of GOd. Therefore 
it can justly be said that both God 
and his king are the antecedents of 
the pronouns. The favors from God 
through the services of the king are 
here figuratively compared to showers 
upon the grass. 

Verse 7. Consult the comments at 
v. 5. 

Verse 8. God will faVOr the right
eous king by giving him widespread 
dominion. 

Verse 9. People wll1 be encouraged 
to come from obscure places to serve 
such a king. On the other hand, those 
who persist in opposing him shall 
lick the d,ust which is n. figure denot
ing thelr humiliating defeat. 

Verse 10. Tarshish, Sheba and Seba 
were towns having kings ruling in 
them. Shall offer gifts ·means these 
kings will be induced to offer the 
usual tol{ens of recognition. See Gen. 
32: 13 and 1 Sam. 10: 27 for comments 
on this subject. 

Verse 11. This has the same mean
ing a s the preceding verse except 
that it is general in designating who 
would bring the gifts. 

Verse 12. God will not help a man 
on the mere fact that he Is poor and 
needy, for those conditions do not 
prove that he is worthy. The connec
tion shows that David was consider
ing those who had been imposed upon 
because they were poor and therefore 
were in need of help, it being under
stood that they were worthy charac
ters. 

Verses 13, 14. Precious ... blood, 
etc., shows tbat save the soltls does 
not have refer ence to the spiritual lot 
of these people. It pertai ns to their 
bodily safety in this world. which had 
been imposed upon by deceit. 

Verse 15. Given gold Of Sheba is 
figurative, meaning the good favor 
that will corne to t he worthy man 
who has been oppressed by the wicked. 

Verse 16. Corn usually is produced 
in the vall eys, or at best on the side 
of the mountains or hill s only. But 
the abundance of the crop will be 
such that it will reach to the tops of 
them. Shake UJ~e Lebanon was said to 
compare the abundance of the pro
ducts. Lebanon was covered with a 
luxuriOUS g rowth that indicated the 
fe rtility and prosperity of the country 
as being very great. 

Verse 17, Tbe God who had given 
the Idng strength to go for th in serv
ice is the subject of the passages in 
general. His name was not to cease 
when the sun failed, but man's life 
on earth will fail then. H ence the 
comparison to the endurance of the 
sun was made in view of the extent 
ot man's opportunity to exlol the name 
of God, whi ch will he as long as there 
are men on ear th to extol it. 

Verse 18. God is the source of all 
great things. \Vhatever man is cap
able of dOing was made possible by 
the Lord's power, the refore it was 
said that he only did it. 

Verse 19. To bless t.he name of God 
means to ascribe all blessings to Him. 
A men and A nLC'1L is a phrase meant 
for emphatic approval of what had 
been written. 

Verse 20. This should n ot be re
ga rded as David's last prayers to God 
tor we will read more of them. He 
did not do all of his writing at one 
"sitting." This verse means he had 
come to the close of that particular 
group of devotions. When a congre· 
gation pronounces the "benediction" it 
does not mp,an it is the last service it 
w 11l have. 

PSALMS 73 
Verse 1, Doth parts of this \'erse 

should be considered. In proportion 
to their cleanness of heart God was 
ready to bless IsraeL 

Verse 2. This refers to some time 
in the life of David when the trials 
were almost too much for his endur
ance; he almost "gave in." 

Verse 3. David had seen the success 
of the wicked and it staggered him. 

Verse 4. Bands is from an original 
that means "pain." and death is from 
~l "\H;Tlf and one word in Strong's 
definition is "pestllence." So the mean
ing of the verse is that the wicked 
nre "lucky" even in their dIfficulties. 
They have enough strength to feel 
firm and do not seem to care far that 
which others would consider terrible. 
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Verse 5. This verse is different in 
its wording but takes the same com
ments as did the preceding one. 

Verse 6. The success of the wicked 
makes them proud, and in their pride 
they feel as secure as it they were pro
tected by a chain. The violence that 
would stop a righteous man seems to 
have been only a protection for these 
wIcked people. 

Verse 7. These wicked men were so 
successful in their wickedness that 
their eyes could see nothing of inter· 
est but their own importance. Their 
wicked prosperity even exceeded their 
fondest heart's wish. 

Verse 8. Such wicked m.;>n wou ld 
speak viciously concerning the ir own 
evU conduct against the righteous. 
They were lofty or self-important when 
they should have been brought low in 
penitence because of their cruel wtck
edness. 

Verse 9. These wicked men not only 
practiced iniquity. but talked r ebel
liou~lv against even the works ot 
creation. 

Verse 10. This verse is still speak
ing of the success of the unrighteous. 
It implies that people are influenced 
to go after these evil persons because 
of their wealth. 

Verse 11. How doth God 1..'now 
means, "what does God care about 
what is going on?' They consider that 
success can be had without any de
pendence on God. 

Verse 12. Prosper in the 'World is a 
key to the whole matter. These wicked 
men are prosperous, but it is In the 
things of the world. It is a foolish 
way to pass their sojourn on the earth, 
for after this life the great Sllccess 
will be turned Into a dismal failure. 
Let us here consider the great ques
tion of Jesus in Mark 8: 36. 

Verse 13. David did not teach tha t 
it was useless for a mall to be right· 
eous as it concerned the Lord . He 
meant that all the rIghteousness that 
he could practice would be una vnil
able as far as his enemies were con
cerned. 

Verse 14. Another construction ot 
lhts verse would be to say that every 
morning the chastening began and 
continued all through the day. 

Verse 15. Thy chUtlren means the 
people of God in general. The (',hastise
ment upon David. though brought 
about by the agency of foes, was from 
God. Were David to complain Loo 

much about his trials, it would be 
offensive to the people who might 
think he should bear his bUrdens with 
more patience. 

Verse 16. At times it was hard for 
David to understand what it was all 
about. 

Verse 17. The uncertainty indicated 
in the previous verse was solved by 
the actton recorded in this. By con
s ulting the Lord in his holy temple 
Dav id learned their emf,; that is, he 
learned that the agents of these tests 
would get their dues. 

Verse lB. Them refers to the agents 
mentioned above. They were also 
brought to punishment because at the 
motive prompting their persecution 
of David. 

Verse 19. We have many times 
learned that God used certain evil 
characters as his chastening rod for 
his children. But when those charac
ters took much pleasure in the move' 
ment God would punish them. (lsa. 
10 : 5-19.) 

Verse 20. ' Vhen the evil agents are 
brought to the ir own punishment they 
will be aroused as from a pleasant day· 
dream. They will rea1ize that their 
pleasure at oppressing God's people 
was short-lived and that their day of 
reckoning Ilad come. 

Verses 21. 22. After seeing the whole 
transaction through and the purpOse 
of it, Dnvid felt rather ashamed for 
his impatience. 

Verse 23. God did not penalize 
David because of bis anxiety. he con
tinued to hold him under divine pro
tection. 

Verse 24. Oounsel means wisdom and 
instruction. By that David was guided 
while in the activities of this life. 
Since he was willing to take such 
guidance he expected finally to be 
received in the Glory World. This is 
anothe r passage that shows that people 
in Old Testament times believed in 
aonther life after death in this world. 

Verse 25. A famili ar song, "Pass 
Me Not 0 Gentle Saviour," includes 
this verse in its wOl'ding. 'Vhen 
heaven is used in contrast with earth 
it means the 3rd heaven. the place 
where God dwells personally. 

Verse 26. David meant that both his 
outer and inner beings would fail 
were it not for the help of God. 

Verse 27. Th ey means the wicked 
persons and thee means God. Being 
far from the Lord was indicated by 
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the kind ot life they were following. 
Go a whoring means to go lusting 
after otber gods and otber unlawful 
things. 

Verse 28. Draw near and trust in 
God are put in the same connection. 
It explains why some people will not 
seek to be near the Lord; it is be
-cause they do not trust in him. One 
motive David had in trusting in God 
was that he might declare his work8. 
Tbls implies that an unbeliever is not 
authorized to be a proclalmer of the 
Word. 

PSALMS 74 
Verse 1. The statements of this 

verse should not be taken in the 
literal sense. They were only an 
earnest plea for God to grant reliet 
from the heavy distress tnto which 
the enemIes had thrust David and his 
people. 

Verse 2. The congregaUon had been 
purchased from Egypt by the death of 
the firstborn. (Ex. 15: 16 ; Num. 3: 
12, 13.) God dwelt in Zion in that 
the capital ot his kingdom and the 
headquarters of the national worship 
were there. 

Verse 3. lAte up thy f ee t meant for 
God to take bis steps toward the 
place of Israel's desolations. These 
were not against the temporal inter
ests ot the people only, but the sanc
tuary or holy place of worship was 
being descecrated. 

Verse 4. Ensigns and signs are from 
the same word and is defined "signa!." 
The verse means the enemy planted 
his post in the midst ot the people at 
God. Of COurse they did so unlaw
tully and for the purpose ot over
whelming the people with violence. 

Verses 5, 6. The enemies were using 
violence against the Institutions at 
God. Their actions were compared to 
those at men attacking the trees in tbe 
forest. 

Verse 7. This language may be 
considered in the light at both history 
and prophecy. Historically it meant 
the mistreatment the enemies were 
according the buildings at the pea· 
pIe. And it was an omen ot what was 
finally to come upon the temple in the 
Babylonian Captivity that took place 
many years later. 

Verse 8. In a poetical composition, 
such as the psalms, we should make 
allowances for strong statements as 
an accommodative description of some
thing very striking. The language of 

tbis verse is justified by the terrible 
havoc caused by the toes. 

Verse 9. This verse means there 
were no s igns lett of the former 
greatness of the nallon. The literal 
force of this language should be 
understood in the light of comments 
on the preceding verse. 

Verses 10, 11. This is just another 
one of David's anxious prayers for 
God's help. 

Verse 12. David "got hold of him· 
self" and recalled that God had done 
great things in the past for the uni
verse and the people of the earth. 

Verse 13. For a few verses the 
Psalmist recounted some ot the 
mighty worl{s of God. He went back 
to the crossing ot the Red Sea. Dra· 
gOns is from TANNIYM, and Strong 
defines it. "a marine or land monster, 
I.e. sea-serpent or jacka1." It Is also 
rendered by whale in the A.V. Accord 
ing to Ex. 15 : 8 the waters were con
gealed or frozen just before the 
Israelites crossed over. In the rush 
and crash ot converting the water 
into two separate walls of ice. some 
of these whales were caught in the 
movement and had their heads broken. 

Verse 14. The fiesh of the leviathan 
would not be the most desirable at 
tood. Yet it might not be too bad for 
people inhabiting the wilderness 
where ODe could not be very exacUng 
in his diet. But the main pOInt ot 
David was the fact that this animal, 
usually too strong to be captured by 
man (Job 41:1). was overcome by the 
Lord and thrown over tor the use of 
the natives nearby. 

Verse 15. The preceding verse re
ferred to the crossing over the Red 
Sea. This one occurred at the cross
Ing of the Jordan. By stopping the 
flow of the ri ver it was equivalent to 
having cleaved or demolished the 
tountain supplying the flood (Jordan). 

Verse 16. God has complete jurisdic
tion over day and night. The reader 
should note that light and Sun are 
mentioned separately and that light 
is named first. That agrees with 
Genesis 1: 3, 14 which shows there 
was light 3 days before there was any 
sun. But it does not agree with the 
"scientists" who say that aU ligbt 
originated with the sun through its 
vibratory action on the so-called 
ether. 

Verse 17. Set all the border8 means 
that God had made the arrangements 
that have been followed by the earth. 
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Since God has made summer and 
Wi'nter it is plain to Bee why he 
could make the prediction of Gen. 8: 
22. 

Verse 18. Again David was worried 
about the activities of the enemy. The 
thing that concerned him especially 
was their attitude toward God. He 
put bis personal interests secondary 
to those of the Lord. 

Verse 19. Turtledove was a 80rt of 
"pet name" for the Israelite nation. 
David was pleading in behalf of the 
people of God, especially ot that por· 
tion of them who were poor. It was 
that conditlon that encouraged the en
emies to Oppress them. 

Verse 20. God had made more than 
one Covenant concerning the people. 
But 'the present subject or interest 
was the treatment being accorded the 
descendants of Abraham. We there
tore would conclude that David meant 
the one In the first half or Gen. 12: 3. 
Dark places indicates the secret can. 
spiracies of enemies against Israel. 

Verse 21. It God should sutter the 
oppression to continue without reliet 
they would be ashamed or confused. 
On the other hand. if they were 
s trengthened to overcome thei r enemy 
it would cause them to praise the 
Lord. 

Verse 22. Plead thine OWn cause 
was said in connection with the slate 
of affairs in the nation. Tha t was 
similar in thought with an expression 
in ch. 23: 3 where it says that God 
would lead his servant aright for his 
own name's sake. By defendlng the 
nation against the enemies the foolish 
man would be stopped in his re
proaches. 

Verse 23. Forget not meant not to 
let the enemy "get by" with his vUe 
reproaches against the people of God. 

PSALMS 75 
Verse 1. The existence (not the 

mere name) of God is the subject of 
this verse, And the evidence which 
David cites to prove it is the wonder
ful works of creation. 

Verse 2. Convregatioll, sometimes 
means the citizens of the nation In a 
general sense, whether in assembly or 
scattered about in their homes. Just 
as we would speak about a congrega. 
tion today, meaning the members of 
the chUrch wherever they might be 
located in thei r homes. David meant 
the congregation when it had assem
bled tor a hearing. At such time he 

promised he would render righteous 
judgment. 

Verse 3. This verse gives a 'hInt ot 
why such an assembly would be 
formed. It would be because of the 
confused and disordered condition of 
the earth's inhabitants. When that oc
casion should occur David promised 
to bear up tlle Pillars by giving gOOd 
judgments. 

Verses 4. 5. In passing his Judg
ments David admonished men to put 
away their fOOlishness. Lift Mt up 
the horn meant for them not to try 
showing off their authority. 

Verse 6. South Is rendered "desert" 
in the margin ot many Bibles and 
Strong's lexicon does the same. Hence 
only two directions are really men
tioned by the writer. The pOint 18 
that it i s vain to rely on any earthly 
sources for support. 

Verse 7. Instead of relying on the 
human r esources, it should be con
sidered that all things are in the 
hands of God to regulate as he sees 
fit. 

Verse 8. Cup and wine are figura
tive references to the wrath of God 
against sin. However, the various 
portions at the contents are used to 
compare the dlft'erent fates of the gOOd 
and the evil persons. The good will 
be permitted to drink at! the red 
(clear) wine at the top. The dregs 
or settlings a t the bottom ot the cup 
will be aU that the wicked wfU get. 
The only way they can obtain any 
wine will be to wring or squeeze out 
the liquid in the dregs. 

Verse 9. Dav id regarded the deal. 
ings trom God as just and for that 
reason he would sing praises to him 
for ever. 

Verse 10. With the help at God 
David proposed to act against the 
wicked, Horn., means power and Da
vid would destroy that of the unright. 
eous, 

PSALMS 76 
Verse 1. Judah was the largest of 

the 12 tribes, and the capital ot the 
Israelite nation was in that tribe. For 
that reason David declared that God 
was known or recognized in Judah. 
The national worship was centered 
at that headquarters and that was 
where people "had to go to see the 
divine exhlblUons of power and 
knowledge. 

Verse 2. Salem was a short form of 
Jerusalem (Gen, 14: 18), and Zion 
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was that pal' ti eula r spot in the city 
where the king had his headquarters. 

Verse 3. Victory over a foe was the 
outstanding des ire of David, and b e 
used a great many different expres
sions to indicate it. A bow would 
be useless without an arrow, hence 
it w as said that God would brake the 
arnnvs and other articles ot warfare. 
See the comments at ch. 3: 2 for the 
meaning of Selah. 

Verse 4. H e re is another indication 
of the militant mind of David. Among 
the things he appreciated wa s the cap
turing of those who wel'e arrayed 
a gainst him. H e compared such a 
result to a mountain covered with 
creatures destined to become victims. 

Verse 5. St o1!thearted were those 
who thought they were very brave in 
conflict. They had become a "prey" 
to the s trength or God an d had been 
put to sleep or rendered una hie to 
move a hand fUrther in combat with 
the Lord's forces. 

Verse 6. Horse and chariot again 
refers to war action. In to a deacL 
sleep denotes t hey bad been put com· 
pletely out of a ction in battIe. 

Ver se 7. T o be teared meant that 
all e nemies should fear a nd resIlect 
the might of God. Not one of them 
would be able to withstand the wrath 
of God \vhen it wa s displayed. 

Ver ses 8. 9. God is s ituated in heaven 
and from there he issued his judg
ments. These judgments wer e directed 
a gainst his foes, When that was done 
the ea rth ( its people) feared or trem· 
bled and was put out of act ion. But 
the 11~eek or h umble ones were r eo 
warded with the good things of the 
earth. 

Verse 10. The wrath of Pharaoh 
was s uffered to be dis played far 
enough to give God the opportunity 
for overcoming it. When that had 
been accomplished then Pharaoh and 
his h ost wer e overthrown and thus 
proved that the r emainder Of 1crath 
shalt thou restrain. This is the 
thougbt that is intended to be ex
pressed in Ex. 9: 16, 

Verse 11. V ow a·nd pay meant for 
them to recognize the duty of sacrific
ing to God and then of fuUtlling the 
promise to do so. Briny presents r e
fers t.o an anc ient practice between 
various ranks or persons a nd is ex· 
plained at Gen . 23: 13 and 1 Sam. 10: 
27. 

Ve rse 1 2. Spi.rU of pri nces mea ns 
the spirit of pr ide that urged the 

princes to array themselves agaInst 
Goel . T he kings who do exalt them
selves aga ins t the Lord will be made 
to feel hi s terror a gaInst unrigh teous-
ness. 

PSALMS 77 
Verse 1. A person usuall y cries with 

his vo ice, but the e xpression means 
that David used his voice in a strong 
cry for mercy. God heard and granted 
the prayer. 

Verse 2. The general life of David 
was one of devotion to God. In view 
of tha t it was cons istent for him to 
can upon Him when in trouble, Mll 
sore is r endered "my hand" in the 
margin which is cor rect. The s tate· 
Illent of Dav id meant he held out his 
hand in supplication a ll night because 
of his sore trials. 

Verse 3. Remembering God did not 
cause David to be t roubled , When he 
was troubled and his spirit was over
whelmed , then he remembered God 
and pra yed unto h im. 

Verse 4, David was so troubled at 
times that it kept h im from s leeping. 
His di stress was so de pres!\ing that 
he was unable to express himself. 

Verse 5. David was a norma l human 
being even though a n inspired man 
\yhen writing Or speaking for Gad. He 
had h is hours of personal sor row in 
which he expressed himself from the 
s tandpoint of an uninspired man. ( See 
comments a t Job 38 : 3. ) While In one 
of these moods he got to thinking of 
the past. 

Verse 6. In one of the scenes of the 
past he recalled tha t he was a ble to 
sing in the night, whereas no w he was 
so sad tba t he could not even spea.k, 

Verses 7-9. As David contrasted bis 
presen t s tate of di st ress with the joy
ous ones of the past. he became fear
ful that the Lord was deser ting him, 
It seemed that God ha d discarded his 
former mercies and was displayi ng his 
angel' ins tead, With such a scene be
fore the eyes of h is memory David 
again felt indisposed to speak but 
plunged into a s ta te of m edi tation 
which w as indica ted by the oft-re
peated term Selah, See the comments 
at ch, 3: 2 in connection with this 
paragraph. 

Verse 10, The momenta at medita
tion resulted in t he realization that 
David was a human being and had 
been lamenting over the things that 
affected his infirmiti es, but not neces
saril y hi s spiritnal interes ts. He then 
roused himself a nli recall ed other 
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years when the right hand of God was 
beneath him. When things are said 
to be done by the right hand of God 
it means that whatever is done by the 
hand of God Is right; even though it 
might not always appear so in the 
eyes of man. 

Verse 11. David not only recalled 
his own personal favors from God, 
but also the great works in general 
that had been done. 

Verse 12. It is not e nough merely 
to recall the works of God to the mind 
as incidents; David strengthened the 
memory by meditation. (Ch. 1: 2.) He 
did not stop with that, but tal1<ed 
about it so that others might be en
couraged. 

Verse 13. The sanctnanl does not 
refer to any certain place or structure. 
It is from GODF$H and Strong's defini
tion is, "a sacred place or thing; rarely 
abstractly [meaning a speCific name], 
sanctity." So whatever and wherever 
the Lord provided for the holy Or re
"llgious activities of his people, that 
was where they should come to get 
the full knowledge of the Lord. 

Verse 14. There were many pro
fessed gods among the nations which 
gave occasion for frequent contrasts 
between the various ones. David 
exalted the true God on the merits of 
his wonderful deeds. He declared his 
strength by something more convinc
ing than mere words. He performed 
things that could be seen by the public 
and which showed to the eyes and ears 
of the witnesses that the God of Israel 
was great. 

Verse 15. David again went baek to 
the historic scenes pertaining to Is
rael's enslavement in Egypt and the 
redemption therefrom. Jacob and 
Joseph were given spcd flc mention 
for significant reasons. Jacob was the 
father of the nation of Israel, and 
Joseph was the one among his sons 
who went to Egypt first and paved 
the way for the whole family to corne. 
After that God redeemed them all by 
his arm .. 

Verse 16_ This verse refers to the 
scenes at and in the ned Sea. The 
waters were not literally afraid or 
tToublcd. It means that fear was 
caused by them. 

Verses 17·20. The closing verse of 
tbis paragraph shows that David was 
sti ll writing a bout the deliverance of 
Is rael from Egypt by way of the Red 
Sea. We tberefore should take many 
of the references to the weather con-

ditions in a figurative or general 
sense. There is nothing in the history 
of Ex. 14 and 15 that indicates any 
literal rainfall at that time. 'I'he actual 
event was the opening and closing of 
the Sea. That mighty deed induced 
the Psalmist to paint a picture in 
general of God 's control of all the ele
ments ot the universe. 

PSALMS 78 
General remarks. This is a marve

lous psalm and is so full of impor
tant ,subject matter that we shall need 
to study it carefully lest we overlook 
some of its t eaching. Before taking 
up the several verses, I shall quote a 
statement of Dr. Marion McH. Hull. 
whose remarks I fully endorse, as 
follows: "This psalm is historic, di
dacti c [instructive], and prophetic. It 
is a marvelous commentary on the 
Old Testament. It is a great revela
tion of the stubborn and unbe lieving 
human heart, and also a great reve
lation of the patience, grace, love, 
justice, and divine wisdom of God." 
The truth in the above quotation will 
be manifest as we study the verses 
in their order. 

Verse 1. David was going to recount 
many of the events in the history of 
tile nation under him. Give car was a 
call for attention to what he was about 
to say. "a-w was used in an extended 
sense, including any teaching that 
\vould be given, whether in the form 
of commandments or history, intended 
for their information and admonition. 

Verse 2. Parable is from a word 
that may mean a pithy saying; not 
necessarily a comparison. Dark say
ings of old means the important ex
pressions about past events. 

Verse 3. Most of the things David 
intended to write about had occurred 
many years before and h ad become 
a matter of record. But the voice of 
history has to be repeated many times 
to impress mankind witb its impor
tance. 

Verse 4. See the comments on the 
previous verse. The former genera
tions were the· direct objec ts Of the 
praises of the Lord whenever their 
conduct justified them. But when it 
was otherwise, then they were made 
to feel the strength of God in punish
ing them for their sins. David believed 
that the children of those ancient 
fathers should be informed about the 
past tOr their own admonition. (1 CQr. 
10 : 11.) 
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Verse 6. This whole verse refers to 
the law of Moses. Jacob and Israel 
mean the same people. the latter be
ing a special name tor the former 
(Gen. 32: 28). The law was given to 
the people who were called by these 
names. And it was intended that this 
law should be made known to the 
children yet to be born. That was 
the reason David called upon these 
children to give attention to him. 

Verse 6. The children of one genera
tion were to tell the slory to the next 
generation, etc., and thus it was to 
be continued down through the years. 

Verse 7. The object of all this repe
tition was that people would learn to 
hope In God. It was continued tbus 
over into New Testament Urnes, (1 
Cor. 10: 11.) 

Verse 8. The coming generations 
were expected to profit by the mis
takes of their fathers. The main les
son to be learned was the tol1y of 
being stubborn. 

Verse 9. Ephraitn did not reter to 
the nortbern kingdom because tbe 
place in history 01' which David was 
writing was many years before. But 
the tribe Of Ephraim was one out· 
standing group of the descendants ot 
Jacob and the writer merely cited it 
as a typical example at the rebellion 
;}t which he was wriUng. 

Verse 10. A covenant is a contract 
between two or more parties. If either 
fails to do his part the covenant wtll 
be broken. The chHdren of Israel 
railed in their part and thus were 
guilty as truce breakers. 

Verse 11. They did not forget in the 
sense of having a lapse of memory. 
They failed to respect the memory at 
those wondrous works. 

Verse 12. The marvelou.s things in 
Egypt were the 10 plagues miracu
lously brought upon the Egyptians. 
ZOan was a city in Egypt near which 
many acta of Moses took place. 

Verse 13. Btand as an heap refers 
to the walls of ice in the Sea. (Ex. 15: 
8.) 

Verse 14. This verse Is a direct ref
erence to that unusual cloud that 
God used between the Egyptians and 
Israelites described In Ex. 13: 21. 

Verses 15, 16. This miraculous 
supply at water is recorded in Ex. 17. 

Verses 17, 18. Meat as used here 
means food in general. There was 
nothing wrong in the mere desire for 
food; the sin was in the manner of 

the request and the false accusations 
they made at the time. (See Ex. 16: 
2, 3.) 

Verse 19. They questioned the 
Lord's ability to set a table in the 
wilderness. It seems they had tor
gotten the mighty works performed 
for them in the land of their bondage. 
By such bebaviour they sbowed their 
lack of faith. 

Verse 20. The children of Israel 
seemed bent on complaining In spite 
of many evidences of God's goodness. 
They admitted the provision tor drink
ing water, then specified a charge that 
the Lord could not produce bread and 
meat. 

Verse 21. The fit'e mentioned bere 
reters to the anger of the Lord at the 
rebellious cries of bls people right 
while enjoying the many divine bles
sings. 

Verse 22. Believed not is an out
standing charge against the Israelites 
in connection with thetr complaints. 
Paul took that view 01' the case in 
Heb. 3: 19. 

Verses 23. 24. The unbelld of the 
Israelites perSisted in splte at the 
evident goodness of the Lord. Olouds 
and doors are figurative references to 
food and drInk. 

Verse 25. Angel is from Anum and 
Strong defines It, "mighty (spoken ot 
God)," Young defines it, "mighty." 
In the A.V. it has been translated by 
bull 4 times, chiefest I, mighty 3, 
mighty one 1, strong 2, strong one 
1, valiant 2. Thus the word has ref
erence to the persons supposed to need 
it and not directly to its composition. 
To use a popular expression it could 
be said to have been a "breakfast ot 
champions." 

Verse 26. We would not question 
God's power to bring about a result 
without using any apparent means, 
but he frequently employs some agency 
for his purposes. In the case at hand 
he saw fit to use a strong wind, some
thing which ordinarily would have no 
effect in producing a living creature. 

Verse 27. He rained is a figurative 
way of saying he sent an abundance. 
The feathe.red fow ls meant the quails 
recorded in Ex. 16: 13. 

Verse 28. This account may be seen 
in Num. 11: 31, 32. 

Verses 29·31. This feature of the 
case is recorded in Num. 11: 33. 

Verses 32. 33. Regardless of the 
blessings received, the IsraeHtcs sinned 
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by complaining and had to be pun
Ished severely. Vanity means briet or 
empty. Because or the sins ot the peo
ple. God shortened their years and 
consumed them in the wilderness. 

Verses 34, 35. Sometimes the Israel· 
ites were brought to their senses by 
the1r punishments and would appeal 
to God for mercy. They were always 
treated with divine compassion, many 
Urnes far beyond Ole claims ot strict 
justice. 

Verse 36. Flattere(!, and lied are 
used in the same sense as they should 
be. There is a great difference between 
true praise and flattery. The former 
is a statement about another that is 
based on some merit that is recog
nized. The latter is a superfluous use 
of adjectives intended only to "bribe" 
another into granting some favor not 
rightely coming to the flatterer. We 
know that God was never misled by 
the flattery, but he suffered them to 
have "another chance' for the benefit 
01 others. (1 Cor. 10: 11.) 

Verse 37. David gave the explana
nation tor their resort to flattery. It 
was because their heart 1008 not right. 
Such can truly be said of all persons 
who attempt to accomplish some pur
pose with another by using flattery. 

Verse 38. Were it not tor the mercy 
of God. his justice would cut ott the 
human race when men reached the 
years of knowledge. But whUe the 
divine wrath was displayed for the 
benefit of the wayward people, God did 
not completely destroy them; aid not 
stir up all his wrath. 

Verse 39. The frailty at the fleshly 
lite is considered in James 4: 14. In 
view of this fact God made many al
lowances which a strict accounting 
would not have suffered. 

Verse 40. When man is prot'Oked 
and grieved he has an unpleasant teel
ing. We cannot think of God in Heaven 
as experiencing any discomfort as we 
think of such an experience. But let 
it always be remembered that In 
speaking to man it was necessary for 
God to use man's language (Rom. 6: 
19). These terms when applied to 
God mean that in his infinite knowl· 
edge and surveyor all things he is 
disposed to regard certain actions of 
man as exceedingly provoking and 
grievous. 

Verse 41. Lim-iteclls from TAVAFI and 
means literally to "draw a circle 
around." It is impossible Ilterally to 
do such a thing to God. hence we 

must seek an accommodative mean· 
ing In the present case. When men 
refuse to accept the fuU benefits 
offered to them by the Lord it has the 
effect at limiting or cutting short 
those blessings. A case in point 1s 
that of Christ in Mark 6: 5. 

Verse 42. Here Is the old weakness. 
failing to remember. Just one serious 
glance back to their deliverance troIU 
Egypt should have melted their beart 
of staDe and caused them to bow tn 
humble penitential prayers to God. 

Verse 43. This is commented upon 
at v. 12. 

Verse 44. The Ilronoun thei«' reters 
to the Egyptians and the rivers were 
the Nile and other streams ot the 
country. (Ex. 7: 17-20.) 

Verses 45-48. This paragraph 1s 
given in the history of Ex. 8 and 9 
and commented upon tn its proper 
place tn volume 1 ot the Commentary. 

Verse 49. Anger, wrath and indigna
tion. are various names tor the aUI· 
tude at God against the rebelUon of 
man. Evil angels were not angels who 
did something wrong. Evil means the 
different afflictions sent on the Egyp· 
tians, and the angels were the agents 
of God for such work. 

Verse 50. Made a wall means that 
God did not merely express bis anger 
by words. He found ways and means 
tor making the Egyptians teel it. 

Verse 51. This is a brief but com
plete statement of what is recorded 
in Ex. 12. The interior nations came 
from Haril,. (Gen. 9: 25; 10: 6). among 
whom were the Egyptians. 

Verse 52, David contrasted the treat
ment accorded the Egyptians with 
that ot the Israelites. One group was 
the people of the Lord and the other 
was their enemies. We might justly 
designate one as a flock ot sheep and 
the other as a pack ot wolves. 

Verse 53. They f eared not applied to 
them after God had given them as· 
surance by the agency of Moses. (Ex. 
14: 13. 14) This was just at the time of 
the crossing through the Red Sea, tor 
the overthrow at the enemies 1s 
mentioned in direct connection. 

Verse 5(. The sanctuary was the 
tabernacle that Moses built and the 
mountain was Sinai. It was not pur· 
chasea in the sense of a business deal. 
One word in Strong's detlnltion of the 
original is "procure." God procured 
the mountain with his right han<£, 
which means he made a right use at 



72 Psalms 78: 55-79: 5 

his hand (or power ) to get the moun· 
tain into the possess ion ot his people 
whom he had redeemed from Egypt. 

Verse 55. Cast out tne heathen re
fers to the conquest of Canaan under 
the leadership ot Joshua. The history 
is in the book that bears his name. 

Verse 56. The Israelites failed to. 
appreciate the goodness ot God. Kept 
not his testi71tOnies means they did not 
obey the commandments of the law. 
For explanation of provoke see my 
comments at v. 40. 

Verse 57. Turn ed back denotes that 
they let their minds go back to the 
days of their disobed ient falhers and 
imitated their evil deeds. A deceitful 
b010 Is one that does not shoot in the 
direction that is indicated by its 
position; also, one that snaps and 
breaks just at the time it was ex· 
pected to send forth the arrow. 

Verse 58. See my comments on high 
places at 1 Ki. 3: 2 in volume 2 of this 
Commentary. G"aven images were 
idols carved out of metal or stone to 
be worshiped. 

Verse 59. iVhcn God, heard does not 
mean that he has to be informed about 
what is going on. The phrase was 
used as it it said , "since God heard 
or knew." 

Verse 60. S hiloh was the location 
of the tabernacle in the days of EIt. 
(1 Sam. 4: 4.) When the Israelites 
made the wrong usc of the ark, God 
forsook the whole institution so it 
was never again as Important as it 
had been. 

Verse 61. Capt-ivity here refers to 
the capture of the a rk recorded in 1 
Sam. 4: 11. In the 21st verse of that 
chapter the dying wife of Phinehas 
declared that the "g lory" had de· 
parted when the ark was taken. 

Verse 62. The Phlltstines were the 
people who captured the ark from 
Israel. They were suffered also to 
make a great slaughter among them. 

Verse 63. The fire or battle destroyed 
the young men so that the maidens 
were deprived of marrying them . 

Verse 64. Widows llutde no lamenta.
tiOn seems like a strange statement. 
The explanation is in the sudden or 
unexpected instance of the death of 
their priestly husbands. The women 
were not present a t the event and 
hence had no occas ion to lament then. 

Verses 65, 66. God wil1 not always 
sutTer his people to be mistreated by 
the enemy. He finall y came to the 

rescue and delivered them. Smote . .. 
hinder parts indica tes the enemies 
were on the run and wen~ smitten as 
they fled. 

Verse 67. Joseph and Ephraim are 
used in the same sense since the one 
was the son of the other. The king
dom bad not been divided when David 
lived, but he was a prophet and wrote 
of future events as if they had taken 
pJace. 

Verses 68. 6!L Zion was the most im· 
portant spot in Jerusalem. The city 
waf.! In the possession of the tribe of 
Judah, hence that wa~ the chosen 
religious headquarters. 

Verse 70. David as nn inspil'ed 
writer spoke of David as a young man 
engaged in caring for sheep. 

Verse 71. The young shepherd was 
called away from the work of caring 
for the literal flock s. The new work 
was to feed or tend the spiritual and 
national flock. That flock was the 
children of Israel, the name derived 
from their founder Jacob. 

Verse 72. Integrity Of his heart 
menns his heart was entirely devoted 
to the welfare of his people. His 
skilfulness was made sure by the 
guidance of Him who had already de-
clared him to be a. man "after his own 
h eart" (1 Sam. 13: 14). 

PSAL~IS 79 
Verse 1. The heathen were the idol· 

aters that were conUnually opposIng 
Israel. Many of the r emarks of David 
could have been said nt various times 
in t he history. He wrote both as a 
prophet and historlnn. The strange 
people of the surrounding nations were 
envious of Jerusalem and used every 
opportunIty for in juring the holy city. 

Verse 2. Those who were slain in 
battle were not even given decent 
burial. Their bodies were left to be· 
come food for wild beasts and birds. 

Verse 3. Bloodshed was so great 
that it was compared to the flowing 
water as an iI1ust ration of emphasis. 

Verse 4. The defeat and injustice 
inflicted upOn the naUon or Israel 
should have caused witnesses to sym· 
pathize with them. Instead, they ridi· 
culed them and trea ted them with con
tempt, balding them up to scorn. 

Verse 5. This verse is one of David's 
earnest prayers for divine help. God 
had declared that he was jealous (Ex. 
20: 5). which meant he would not 
tolerate any sharing of his people'3 
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affections with another interest. The 
nation had not yet gone off after idol
atry, but it had been negligent to 
some extent in duty to the Lord. David 
did not protest the chastisement but 
was pleading that it might be eased up. 

Verse 6. While David did not deny 
the guilt of his people, he still believed 
that the other nations were much 
worse. He prayed that God would put 
the weight of bis wrath on them who 
had not sO much as recognized his 
name. 

Verse 7. It was bad enough for the 
nations to commit idolatry. But they 
went further and damaged the land 
of the true people of God. 

Verse 8. The plea of David did not 
deny the guilt of the former genera
tions. He asked that they be now 
passed by and that the mercy of God 
prevent (assist or go before) them in 
the time of distress. 

Verse 9. Again David did not deny 
any guilt but pleaded for mercy. He 
based his prayer on the glory and for 
the sake of the Lord's name. For the 
argument with reference to the name 
of the Lord see the comments at eh. 
23: 3. 

Verse 10. David always dreaded to 
be put to shame by the heathen. If 
the children of Israel should be pun
ished very extensively, these enemies 
might laugh and say their God had 
failed them. In view of that motive 
the Psalmist called for a demonstra
tion of God's power in the sight of 
his injured people. 

Verse 11. Some of the Jews had been 
unjustly subjugated to the power of 
the enemy which made them virtual 
prisoners. David's prayer was that 
God would hear the cry of these op
pressed ones. Some of them were 
being held under condemnation of 
death and the plea of the Psalmist was 
for their rescue. 

Verse 12. The word neighbors was 
not used in the sense of persons in a 
friendly relation. It meant those who 
were living near the Israelites and 
who took advantage of the opportu
nity to insult the people of God. Seven
fold is figurative, meaning for God to 
deal out a complete revenge upon these 
neighbors. 

Verse 13. Sheep Of thy lJasture is an 
endearing term as well as one that im
plies a state of dependence. Sheep 
are loveable creatures, and also are 
such that must be provided with food 
and protection by their master. They 

are appreciative when kindness is 
shown to them. Accordingly, the Lord's 
sheep would gladly show their love 
for their master to the generations 
around them. 

PSALMS 80 
Verse 1. Having referred to the 

Israelites as sheep in the preceding 
chapter, David here termed the Lord 
as a shepherd. Joseph was not the 
head of the nation, but he was the 
son who first lived in Egypt and 
through whose means the whole 
family settled there. It was fitting, 
therefore, that he be referred to in 
this affectionate way. He is thus 
mentioned in other parts of the Bible. 
Besides the one in the present verse, 
he is referred to in Ex. 1: 8; Ps. 78: 
67; 8: 1; Amos 6: 6; Ob. 18. Between 
the cherubims had reference to the 
objects on the mercy seat where the 
high priest met with the Lord on the 
great day of atonement. (Ex. 25: 18-
22.) 

Verse 2. Ephraim and Manasseh 
were sons of Joseph, who was con
sidered in the preceding verse. This 
is not a repetition of that statement, 
for he alone was named there. In 
this place the next generation is can· 
sidered and thus the writer names 3 
of the separate tribes. The whole idea 
is that David wished for God to give 
full recognition to the nation from 
every standpoint. 

Verse 3. Face to shine is a figurative 
signal of the favorable countenance 
of God. It would indicate that the 
trials to which the Lord had subjected 
his people would be discountinued or 
at least be made lighter. 

Verse 4. This is one of the sup· 
plicating petitions that David often 
presented to God. God of hosts means 
he is at the head of vast numbers of 
warriors and other servants who were 
ready to do the will of their Com
mander. 

Verse 5. God will see that his peo
ple are supplied with food, but they 
must eat it in connection with hard
ships when the Lord sees fit to chas
tise them in that way. 

Verse 6. The neighoors Or surround
ing nations looked upon the hardships 
being endured by the Israelites and 
regarded them as conflicts among 
themselves. They would naturally be 
elated over seeing what they thought 
was internal trouble and would laugh. 



74 Psalms 80: 7-81: 5 

Verse 7. This Is a practical repeti
tion or v. 3. 

Verse 8. This is a parable between 
the Israelltes people and a vine. It a 
Ulan purchased a vine it would be 
useless to him unless he planted It. 
In order to have a place for the vine 
he would first have to clear his ground 
or other plants. And so the Lord 
cleared the ground (land ot Palestine) 
or objectionable plants (the heathen), 
then placed his own plant (the Isra
elite nation) in a position to grow. 

Verse 9. The parable is continued 
as a vine would require. There was 
enough room to plant the vine when 
the children of Israel crossed over 
into Palestine. But it was necessary 
to have more space, hence David says 
thou preparedst room. This was done 
by the work of Joshua in overthrow
ing the 31 kings. (Josh. 12: 24.) 

Verse 10. As a thrltty vine would 
spread until It covered the hillside. 
so the nation of Israel grew until it 
occupIed the whole land. 

Verse 11. The extent to which the 
vine reached Is specified in this verse. 
The sea was the Mediterranean and 
the river was the Jordan. 

Verse 12. DavId continued his re
marl{s in the language of the parable. 
Vineyards were enclosed by hedges 
tor protection (Matt. 21: 33; Mark 
12: 1). To break down the hedge 
would be to expose the vineyard to the 
ravages ot the enemy, The Psalmist 
was using this to compare the expo
sure of Israel to the oppression of the 
heathen which God did for the purpose 
of chastisement. 

Verse 13. These wild beasts were 
used to compare the heathen nations 
about the country whose savagery had 
been felt by the Israelites. 

Verse 14. Again David did not deny 
the justice ot the punishment. He only 
pleaded tor mercy by asking God to 
visit this vit'e. That meant to bestow 
some reliet on the people of the Lord 
by pushing the enemy back. 

Verse 15. Right ha.nd planted means 
it was right for the nation to be es
tablished by the hand of God. Since 
the Lord had made the vine strong 
lor nt'I'Mell, he surely would be in
clined to come to its rescue. 

Verse 16. The strong terms used 
referred to the vicious treatment that 
the heathen had imposed on the na
tion. DaVid recognized it as a punish· 
ment from God, for he lays it to the 
rebuke of thy CQuntenance. 

Verse 17. I have explained that the 
right hand at God means that the 
things done by the hand of God are 
right. On that basis a man who is 
favorable toward God's rigbt hand 
would be a good man. Such a man 
might expe<:t that God would give 
him his hand in the way of support 
for his life of righteousness. 

Verse 18. David promised not to for
sake the Lord it he would give him 
his hand for guidance. Quicken us 
meant to encourage and enliven them 
by his favors, thus inducing them to 
call upon the name of the Lord. 

Verse 19. ThIs verse is practically 
the same in thought as vs. 3, 7. 

PSALMS 81 
Verse 1. A joyful noise means an 

expression that Is more than a mere 
sound. It must have that which In
dicates an intelllgent appreciation of 
the goodness of God. This idea is also 
indicated by the tact of the noise of 
s inging. Something more than sound 
is r equired when one sings; especially 
when it Is used for the purpose of 
praise. 

Verse 2. The psalm, would be the 
literary compostUon that expressed 
praise to God. And this was to be ac
companied by the musical instruments 
named here. 

Verse 3. The relIgious months were 
ushered in by the new moon. (1 Sam. 
20: 5, 6, 24, 27.) At such times the 
devout Jews blew a trumpet. (Lev. 
23: 24.) This service was to be at
tended to regularly, in the time ap
pOin.ted, regardless at any special ta
vors that might have been received. 
But there was reason to engage in 
those exerc ises with special fervor 
because of the benefits they had re
ceIved. Not least of those benefits 
was · the miraculous deliverance from 
Egyptian bondage. 

Verse 4. The references that show 
this statute and law were cited above. 

Verse 5. The pronouns he and I reter 
to God. Joseph is used in the same 
sense as I explained it at ch. 80: 1. 
One word in Strong's definition of the 
original for u1utelrstood is "recogni
tion." The verse means that God 
looked Into the situation in Egypt 
and heard language that he refused 
to r ecognize or approve. That lan
guage consisted in such as was used 
against Joseph (the Israelites) in 
commandlng them to labor in rigorous 
toil and bondage. 
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Verse 6. This verse is a dIrect hts~ 
torle statement referring to the work 
that was done through Moses and 
Aaron. The pots were baskets or 
other vessels used in carryIng heavy 
loads of material for the work of 
thetr severe labor in making brick, 
etc. 

Verse 7. Thou (Israel) caHedst in 
trouble and 1 (the Lord) delivered 
thee. This deliverance was done 
through Moses and Aaron. Secret 
place 01 thunder refers to the Lord as 
the source of thunder and all other 
wonders. He it was who responded to 
the cry of' Israel. In spite of the mer~ 
eiru} help from God the Israelites soon 
forgot and had to be provecL or tested. 
That was done in the case of shortage 
of ,drinking water as recorded in Ex. 
17. See comments at ch. 3: 2 tor 
Belah. 

Verse 8. The basis on which God 
would logically exhort Israel to bear 
bim was the fact that they were his 
people. He would testify to them, 
which Is from a word the means to 
repeat something that had been said 
before. 

Verse 9. The repetition referred to 
in the preceding verse was the com
mandment against idolatry. This was 
nrst spoken to them at Sinai (Ex. 19 
and 20). 

Verse 10. The children of Israel 
were indebted to God for their de
liverance from Egyptian bondage. 
Gratitude should have prompted them 
to hea.r what their deliverer had to 
say. The mouth is the inlet for ma
terial food and tlie word was used 
figuratively to compare the inlet for 
spiritual food. Open thy mouth wide 
meant for tbem to open their hearts 
to the full reception ot the truth. 

Verse 11. Would none of me was a 
briet way of saying that Israel would 
not receive any of the Lord's instruc
tions regarding their conduct of life. 

Verse 12. God never used physical 
force to get a man to ll\'e right as far 
as his personal life was concerned. 
The only means he ever used was 
teaching, and If he would not accept 
it to regulate his life thereby he was 
left to himself. After that the tull 
responslbflity for the results would 
be at the feet of the disobedient per
son. 

Verses 13. 14. God never asks man 
to do more than the human part. Had 
the IsraeHtes done what they could 
agatnst the heathen nations. God 

would have completed the work by 
driving the enemy entirely out ot the 
land. 

Verse 15. Submitted is translated 
"yielded feigned obedience" in the 
margin of some Bibles and the lexicon 
of Strong agrees with It. The heathen 
would pretend to be convinced by the 
terror of God's dealing with them, but 
t)tcir Ii'me (ot feeling the wrath of 
God) would go on unendingly regard· 
less of their hypocritical 8u,bmissi<m. 

Verse 16. There is a "switch" made 
in the pronouns; them now refers to 
the Israelites. Had they hearkened 
to the words of God he would have 
given them the best of blessings. Rock 
is from TSOB and according to the 
Standard Bible Dictionary the word 
is "used for that which is hard, bar
ren, and unfruitful." The phrase 
hancy out 01 the rock means that God 
is able to produce the choicest food 
from even a barren source. Such 
wonderful care would the Lord have 
taken of his people had they been 
faithful and proved themselves wor
thy of such attention from Him. 

PSALMS 82 
Verse 1. Standeth. means to be sta

tioned or establis hed. One part of 
Strong's definition of the original for 
j1l-dgeth is "to govern." The clause 
means that God's power and right to 
govern is above that of all other 
rulers. 

Verse 2. David was speaking for 
God and to the rulers among the Is
raelites. They were accused ot ren
dering unjust decisions, and ot being 
swayed by the personal influence of 
wicked meo because of some special 
advantages otrered to them. 

Verse 3. A poor man may be wrong; 
but it is also wrong to accuse a poor 
man falsely and to take advantage of 
his dependent circumstances. 

Verse 4. ThIs language shows that 
DavId was not 'pleading tor these men 
merely because they were pOOr. De
river Impltes a condition of oppression 
and the plea was for their deliverance 
from it. It was also indicated that 
their state ot oppression had been 
thrust upon them while they were 
needy. 

Verse 5. They still meant the lead
ing men in the nation of Israel. In 
their blind thirst for power over 
others they were shutting themselves 
oft from the knowledge of God's great 
works. We should not forget, bow-
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ever, that, while the first application 
of these exhortations was to the lead
ers, the nation as a whole was guilty 
for suffering things to go on as they 
were going, H ence the passage as a 
whole should be applied to a ll the 
Jews. 

Verse 6. This verse was cited by 
Jesus in John 10: 34 in his contro
versy witb the Jews. Ye are gods is 
explained by the second clause of the 
verse. Every member of a family 
wears the name of that family. If a 
family n ame is Smith then everyone 
In that family is a Smith. The family 
name of which David was writing was 
God; therefore each Jew was a God, 
seeing he was one of the ch1ldren 0/ 
the Most HiUh. God is the family 
name of the Trinity: God the Father, 
God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. 
That is why J esus is called "God" in 
Acts 20: 28. 

Verse 7. Their being members of a 
divine family would not save them 
from human punishment if they con· 
ducted themselves like wicked men. 

Verse 8. God has right.ful control 
over all th ings and nations. There
fore David pleaded with him to judge 
the earth' that i s . bring some judg
ment or p'unishment upon a ll unright· 
eous persons of the earth. 

PSALMS 83 
Verse 1. The three parts of this 

verse make up another of David's 
many supplications to God. He was 
concerned over the activities of the 
enemies about bim. 

Verse 2. Thi'ne enemies indicates 
that David regarded the oppos ition 
from the foes as being in reality 
against God. although the contact was 
made directly against David usually. 
God and David and the people over 
whom h e was king were united in 
purpose. Because of this r elationship. 
any action directed against either of 
the parties to the unit was considered 
to be against the others. 

Verse 3. Crafty Counsel means they 
h ad consu lted together for the pur
pose of devising some underhanded 
plot against the Lord's work. Hidden 
ones means God's protected ones; 
those in His di vine and special care . 

Verse 4. The enmity that usually 
manifested itself in those days was 
from the heathen nations around the 
land of I srae1. They were e nvious of 
the success of the people of God and 

wished . ch iefly, Lo overthrow their 
national forces. 

Verse 5. Indiv idual planning against 
a righteous cause is a lways wrong. 
That ki nd of ev il is much worse when 
done by a group of persons conted
crated tor the purpose. These confed
erates had come together in secret 
meetings and were untted in their 
plots. 

Verse 6. Tabern.acles are places for 
housing groupS of people for various 
purposes. When used figuratively the 
word means the groups of the Ectom
ircs who descended from Edom 
(Es'au). The Ishtn.aclit es came from 
the son of Abra ham and Hagar. The 
MoahUcs were descendants of one of 
the sons of Lot. The Hagarenes were 
people who descended from the same 
sourCe as the Ishmaelites, but were a 
specific group of such descendan ts 
who took the name of the ir ancestor 
Hagar. 

Verse 7. These were all groups of 
the heathen n ations that were arrayed 
against David a nd the people of the 
Israelite nation. 

Verse 8. Assltr was another form 
for the Assyri ans, and they were 
j oined w ith them,. That meaus that 
these people had holpen (helped) the 
other nations against Israel. See the 
com ments at ch. 3: 2 for explanation 
of Selah. 

Ve r se 9. The Midianites withstood 
Israel on their journey to Palestine 
(Num. 31), and God helped the Is
raelites. 818('Ta and Jabin shared a 
like ta te (Judges 4). 

Verse 10. B ecame as dung means 
they we re debased to the state of r ef
use. But r efuse serves a good pur
POS2 for the benefit of t he earth, and 
these nations were made to serve fOr 
some benefit to the people of God. 

Verse 11. The men named were 
leaders of some heathen nations liv
ing in Palestine in the time of the 
judges. The account of Gideon's vic
tory ove r them may be seen in the 
book o~ Judges, chapters 7 and 8. 

Ve rse 12. The men named in the 
preceding verse were boastful a nd 
thought they would do great h arm to 
the Israelites. Their threa ts or vic
tory. however. were turned into de
feat. David thought back over the 
history of those timeR and prayed 
that a. like de feat might come to his 
('nemies who Were opI)osing hi s se r
VleE;' to God. 
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Verse 13. Wheel is from GAI.GAL and 
Strong's definition says: "A whirl
wind; also dus t (as whirled) ." The 
thought of David was that God would 
whirl or fling the eDflm ies awny as so 
much dusl. His other comparison was 
that God would blow them out of the 
way as sfu,ublc or any !'Itraw is dl'iven 
before wind because of its lightness. 

Verse 14. Other comparisons were 
made to the effect tbat fire has upon 
material. The Wrath of God would be 
the fire and the enemies the wood to 
be consumed. 

Verse 15. \Ve generally think of pcr· 
secute as meaning unjust rough treat
ment: the original word docs not nec
essarily mean that. Strong defines it, 
"To run after (usually with hostile 
intent) ," but n othing Is said about its 
being done unjustly. An officer would 
have the right to chase a man who 
was wanted tor m isbehaviour. David 
regarderl hi s enemies as wicked peo
ple and prayed God to pursue them 
with just vengeance. 

Verse 16. The motive that David 
expressed for wishing shame on the 
enemies was a good one; that they 
might be led to seek the name of God. 

Verse 17. To be CO ltfO !tndf)(l means 
to he disappointed and defeated . The 
motive David had for this wish was 
similar to the one expressed in the 
preceding verse, and it will be stated 
in the following verse. 

Verse 18. The motive to which ref· 
erence was made was that men might 
learn about the true God. They were 
to know that he alone had right to 
the name JEHOVAH which means, 
"(the) self-Existent or Ete rnal." The 
nations or t.he world had their hea· 
then gods, but many of them had been 
made by the hands of the wO l'shipers. 
The God wbom the Is raelites wor· 
shiped ex istert inclellend e-nt of all ex· 
lernal forces. 

PSAU1S IW 
Verse 1. Am,iablc means loving or 

pleasant. There was but one national 
tabernacle when David wrote his 
psalms, whlIe the word here is plural. 
The thought is that it is always pleas
ant to be in the hOllse of the Lord. 

Verse 2. This v'erse practically re
peats the thought of the preceding 
one, but it is expressed as an earnest 
wish for those tabernacles. It is like 
the sentiment which David wrote in 
Ps. 122: 1. 

Verse 3. The r efe rence to t he spar
row and swallO'I.O is figurative and 
s hows the in terest God has for the 
most humble creature. See the teach
ing of Jesus in Matt. 10 : 29. 

Verse 4. Ve rse 1 stated that the 
tabernacles of the L-ord were pleasant. 
In harmony with that fact the pres· 
ent verse would declare it to be a 
blesiw<l (happy ) thing to dwell in the 
house of the Lord. Such a situation 
would induce the ones therein to 
praise Him who was the builder of 
that house and who gave it the bless
ings contained. 

Verse 5. Strength in thee is the 
same thought that Paul expressed in 
EVh. 6: 10. The last word of the verse 
has no word in the original. The first 
part of the verse would justify the 
pronoun "thee," with the understand
ing that it means God. 

Verse 6. Baca is defined by Strong 
by "weeping:. ·' It is uncerta in whether 
this was a literal valley. J shall quote 
the explanation g iven in the Standard 
Bible Dictionary : " Valley of Weep· 
ing RV. But the re Is no trace of a 
real valley bearing the name. May 
refer to a group of balsam trees 
which because such trees exude 
(shed) beads of gum r esembling tears 
was ealled Valley of Weeping. In any 
case in Fs. 84, the phl'ase figuratively 
but plainly points to the typical ex· 
perience of SOrrow turned into JOY." 
Article, Buca. I believe this comment 
is correct and endorse it as my own. 

Verse 7. The antecedent of they will 
be found In VS. 4-6. Fro1n strength to 
strength means they get stronger as 
they go. That fact Is accounted for by 
their devotion to God In Zion, the 
headquarters of the r eligious life at 
the nation. 

Verses 8, 9. This Is one more of 
David's earnest prayers for divine 
help. God of hosts denotes that all 
true protection is in Him. Kings or 
other officials only a re literally 
anointed. Figuratively it means those 
whom God has chosen as his own. 

Verse 10. DaVid describes his pref
erence for spiritual things by using 
contrasts. One is between being a 
doorkeeper and an occupant. He 
would prefer the former if it were in 
the house of his God, rather than 
being an occupant In an institution 
of wickedness. The second contrast 
will explain what is meant by the 
first. It means that David regarded 
one day in the house of God as being 
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worth mOTe than a thousand days in 
the t en ts of wickedness. 

Verse 11. A sun gives light and 
warmth. and a shield, Is a means ot 
protection. Grace and glory means 
that the favor which Oed bestows will 
be right and therefore will be truly 
glorious. It is significant tbat only 
gOOd things are assured. Man often 
asks tor things that would not be for 
his own interests; God will Dot be
stow such things upon any man. An
other thing to observe is that even 
the good things will be given only to 
them that walk uprightly. 

Verse 12. Again we see that the 
Lord is over the hosts which means 
a Company of soldiers or other force
ful persons. It would be logical, 
therefore, that the man who trusted 
in such a BeIng would be blessed or 
nappy. 

PSALMS 85 
Verse 1. Oaptivity does not always 

mean a literal imprisonment, but also 
applies to any state or distress. Da· 
vid was an inspired writer and. could 
deal with the national captivity which 
was then hundreds of years in the 
future. But his remarks were equally 
true of past conditions of the country 
in which God redeemed the land from 
the oppression of the enemies, such 
as the experiences recorded in the 
book of Judges. 

Verses 2, 3. We may rightly think 
of this paragraph in a general way, 
because God is always ready to par
don bis servants when they comply 
with his terms or pardon. It we make 
specific application to the national 
captivity and return therefrom it will 
call for the same conclusion. The par· 
ticular in1quity of which the nation 
of Israel was guilty was idolatry. 
After they had spent 70 years in the 
land of theIr captors they were com
pletely cured of tdolatry, and or 
course the Lord then had forgiven the 
iniquity. This interesting subject will 
be given thorough attention in the 
study of the prophecies, some at 
which will appear in the preseDt vol· 
ume of the Commentary. 

Verse 4. Turn us means to reverse 
the condition of dis tress that the en
emies had brought upon the natioD. 
God's anger was manifested by using 
the enemy as an agent for the cor· 
fection of His people. 

Verse 5. David once more was plead· 
jng for merCy. He did not deny their 

being deserving of chasUsement, but 
pleaded for relief from it. 

Verse 6. Revive us again means to 
enliven them by the encouragement of 
divine forgiveness; this would result 
in the rejoicing of the people of Is
rael. 

Verse 7. The prayer for salvat'Wn 
did not mean that David and his peo
ple were In an unsaved condition in 
regard to their soul. It bad J'eference 
to being saved or rescued from their 
national enemies; the people who 
wished them harm. 

Verse 8. God and Lora have some 
distinction in their meaning. The ftr~t 
is from EL and means "a strong & 
Ing." The second is from YEHOVAH 
and is defined by the lexicon of 
Strong as follows: "(the) self-Exis· 
tent or eternal," and was the J ewish 
national name of God. David was 
thinking of Him not only as a Deity 
of strength, but as the God over the 
nation of Israel. Saints and people 
referred to the same persons; but the 
first meant they were righteous, the 
second meant theY constituted a peo
ple in the sense of a nation. They had 
been favored of God and the PsalmIst 
exhorted them not to repeat the mis· 
takes they had made before and which 
had been condemned of God. 

Verse 9. The blessings of God Bre 
offered upon conditions. It is bere 
connected with fear or reverence tor 
Him, and it will bring glory to the 
land of Israel. 

Verse 10. This yerse brings out the 
same thought expressed in the preced· 
ing one, and in a very specific form 
by pairing the condition and its re
sults in two phases. Mercy and truth 
torm one pai r, righte<maness and 
peace torm the other. The first word 
in each pair is the condition on which 
the second will be granted. The ret
erence to peace suggests the teaching 
in James 3: 17. 

Verse 11. Earth and heaven are 
parts of the material unl verse, repre
senting oPPosile ends of it. The 
thought is that the good things of 
God will be distributed generally for 
those who obey the Lord, who is the 
maker of all good things. 

Verse 12. The stipulation was again 
made that whnt the Lord gives is 
flood. The good things of this life 
are what the Psalmist had in mind, 
for he speci fied the increase or the 
land. 
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Verse 13. If man's righteousness is 
displayed before him (God), then be 
shall set or establtsh man in the steps 
of righteousness. (ch. 37: 23; 119: 
133.) 

PSALMS 86 
Verse 1. Bow down means tor God 

to open hi s ear toward the prayer of 
David. POOr (1Jnd. needy referred to 
his condition of sorrow and distress. 

Verse 2. Soul Is used in the sense 
of a living and breathing person. Pre
SCTVe and save are used in the same 
sense, meaning to rescue and protect 
from the encroachments of the enemy. 
Holy means that David was one of 
God's own servants and by reason of 
that fact was entitled to divine care. 

VerBe 3. Merc1l was asked for in r eo 
gard to his persecutions. When David 
cried for mercy it meant he prayed 
earnestly for the favor of God. 

Verse 4. Soul refers to the whole 
being as used here. By reducing the 
persecutions against his body, David 
would be able to have contentment at 
mind. 

Verse 5. A devoted servant of the 
Lord is always ready to acknowledge 
his human weakness. A request for 
pardon does not always imply some 
specific sin has been committed. J e
sus taught his disciples to ask for par
don on a general principle (Matt. 6: 
12) , and David was praying from that 
standpOint. 

Verse 6. See the comments on v. 1 
and apply them here. 

Verse 7. Dayal trouble again re
ferred to the distress caused by Da
vid's enemies. 

Verse 8. David contrasted both the 
personality and works of the true and 
the talse gods. The gods were the 
objeets of worship that were held 
sacred by the heathen. 

Verse 9. The prediction here made 
was fulfilled in both the temporal and 
religious sense. The alien nations 
were to recognize that of Israel; the 
whote world, also, was to hear the 
Gospel and furnish men and women 
to accept it. (Gen. 12; 3; Isa. 11: 9; 
MalL 28: 19; Rom. 10: 18; Col. 1: 23.) 

Verse 10. The original word for God, 
has a more general application than 
the one tor Lord. I t embraces aU 
personages that are worshiped or 
obeyed. It 15 also defined as a term 
of comparison between persons and 
Offices of dignity. With all these ideas 
in mind. David rejected all beings in 

the universe in favor ot the God 
whom he served. That is, he rejected 
all others but the ODe and declared 
tha t he was God alone. 

'Verse 11. In this verse David con· 
nects teaching with walking, which Is 
what he also teaches in cb. 37; 23: 
119: 133. No man can know the 
prOper way to walk before God with
out divine instruction. 

Verse 12. The names Lord and God 
may be used interchangeably for the 
Supreme Being without any injustice 
to either. However, there is a distinc
tion in the definition of the originals. 
With a tew exceptions the first is 
from YEHOVAH and it occurs several 
thousand times in the Old Testament. 
Strong's definition ot It is, .. (the) 
self·Existent or Eternal; Jehovah. 
Jewish national name of God." The 
second is from ELOHn.! and Strong de
fines it, "gods in the ordinary sense; 
but specifically used (in the plural 
thus, especially with the article) of 
the supreme God; occasionally ap
plied by way of deference to magis
trates; and sometimes as a superla
tive." I believe it will be well also to 
quote from Smith's Bible Dictionary 
on this most important subject, as 
follows: "God (good). Throughout tbe 
Hebrew Scriptures two chief names 
are used for the one true divine Be
ing- ELOHIM, commonly translated 
God in Our verSion, and JEHOVAH, 
translated Lord. Eloblm is the plural 
of Eloah (in Arabic Allah); it is of
ten used in the short form EL (a 
word signifying strength). as the EL 
SHADDAI, God Almighty, the name 
by which God was specially known to 
the patriarchs. Gen. 17: 1; 28: 3; Ex. 
6: 3. The etymology [origin] is un
certain, but it is generally agreed that 
the primary idea is that of strength, 
power of effect, and that 1t properly 
describes God in that character in 
which he is exhibited to all men in 
his works. as the creator, sustainer 
and SUpreme governor of the world. 
The plUral form at Elohim has given 
rise to much discussion. The fanciful 
idea that it referred to the trinity 0/ 
persons in the Godbead hardly finds 
now a supporter among scholars. It 
is either what grammarians call the 
plural Of ,ooje8 ty, or it denotes the 
fullness or divine strength, the sum 
01 the powers displayed by GOd. Je
hovah denotes specUlcally the one 
true God, whose people the Jews were, 
and who made them the guardians of 
his truth. The name is never al>plled 
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to a false god, nor to any other being 
except one, the ANGEL-JEROV AH, 
who is thereby marked as one with 
G<ld, aDd who appears again in the 
New Covenant as 'God m "lnifested in 
the flesh· ... 

Verse 13. Hell is from an original 
that is used in various senses in the 
Old Testament; one is that of a state 
of great depression or forgetfulness. 
The enemies of David would have 
forced him tnto such a state had it 
not been for the mercy of God. Soul 
Is used with reference to David 's gen· 
eral being and earthly Ufe. 

Verse 14. Pride may be manifested 
in various ways, and one of them is 
to he envious of another's success. 
David's enemies could not bear to see 
him in s uch favor with God, so they 
formed the ir assmnblies (conspiracy 
meetings) in the hopes ot ruining his 
soul or life. The last clause of the 
verse means the enemy acted in dis
regard of the Lord as it he did not 
take notice of what was done to his 
servants. 

Verse 15. Compassion,. gracious. 
longs uf!erino and 11l,Crcy are all so 
much alike in meaning that it is not 
necessary to define them separately. 
The general meaning is that God is 
very considerate Gf those who are un
justly oppressed. The Psalmist used 
the four words for the purpose of em· 
phasis. 

Verse 16. Turn me denotes a re ver· 
sal of David's condition of distress . 
He humbly refers to his mother as 
the handmaid of God , and for her 
sake asks for God's favor. 

Verse 17. David did not need any 
special tol~en to produce his own 
faith. He asked for it that his en
emies might be forced to see that in 
opposing David they were opposing 
God. H e wanted his foes to see that 
God had hOlpen (helped) his servant 
David against his enemies. 

PSAUIS 87 
Verse 1. E:lis refers to the Lord who 

was named in the last verse of the 
preceding chapter. Holy mountains 
is figurative, meaning that the Lord 
has found ed his institutions on a high 
plane, far above the character is tics ot 
the world. 

Verse 2. This is another use ot can· 
trasts sim ila r to that In ch. 84: 10. 
The words contrasted are oates and 
dwellings, and Zion and Juc()b. Gates 
would ordinarily be inferior to dwell· 
ings, and Jacob (the people in gen· 

eral) would be inferior to Zion which 
is the capi tal of the nation. David 
means that the Lord prefers the capi
tal of the nation above the nation 
aside f rom the capita l. That is ap
propr iate, for a nation wi thout the 
right kind of capital would be weak. 

Verse 3. 1'hinfjs is not in the orig
Inal as a separate word. Glorious is 
from KAHlm, and Strong defines it, 
"numerous, rich, honorable; to make 
weighty." Cit11 of God r efers to Zion. 
the capital of the nation, and head· 
Quarters of the religiOUS actiVities of 
GOd's people. The verse means that 
many and important things may, and 
have been said of that wonderful city 
of God. See comments at eh, 3: 2 for 
Selah. 

Verse 4. The preceding ver se said 
that important things had been said 
or spoken of Zion, which referred to 
the capital city of Gad. Among them 
was the fact that even outside terri
tories were benefited by thnt city; 
that is, by the good influences radiat
ing from it. Some of those places are 
named jn the verse. Rahab (a poetical 
name for Egypt), and Babylon were 
to be mcn tioned as places that had 
been benefited by Zion. God would 
mention it to them tlutt know God. 
Philist-ia or Phi listines (from which 
came the nnme "Pales tine" for the 
country in general) , T yre and Ethio· 
pia were all benefi ted by Zion. MatI. 
is not in the original and is not use· 
fu l to the sense of the ver se. The 
clause means that this trio of places 
(just mentioncd) was born or reo 
ceived good effects there (Zion). 

Verse 5. To be born in Zion does not 
m ean that the men had their bodily 
birth there. 'fhe idea is that t hey 
received their opportunity for accom
plishing things from that source. Zion 
was to be established or made secure 
by the h i[Jhcst, meaning GOd. 

Verse 6. When the Lord makes his 
li s t (loriteth up) or men whom he 
w ill recogni7.e, he will include those 
who had been connected with Zion. 

Verse 7. Singers and players were 
different persons yet both were to be 
reckoned in the number. No one man 
has all or the talents or does all of 
the service to God. Springs means 
sou rces of good things. David de
cla red that Zion was the source of all 
his favors. 

PSALMS 88 
Verse 1. See the comments at ch. 

86: 12 lor Lord God. Salva.tton is used 
here to embrace every benefit that 
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Da"id h ad ever received from God or 
expected ever to receive. H is imme
diate concern, however, was salvation 
from the persecutions of his personal 
enemies who were daily seeking to 
rob him of his peace of mind. 

Ver se 2. Come before thee means 
for hi s prayer to be admitted into the 
recognition ot God. Incline thine ear 
means about the same as to be "open 
unto their prayer" as expressed in 1 
Pe. 3: 12. 

Verse 3. Soul and lite are used in 
the same sense, meaning David's 
earthly exis tence. His enemi es were 
so bitter against him that his life was 
in dange r. 

Ve rse 4. Pit is used figuratively, re
ferring to a condition of forgetfulness. 
By continual oppression of David. the 
enemies were threatening to r educe 
his strength. 

Verse 5. Pree means he was left 
alone and forsaken as a man would be 
were he in his grave. God does not 
actually forget anything as we com
monly use that word. Rernernberes t 
no 'TIt<Jr e Is used as meaning that God 
does not have any dealings wi t h the 
body while it is in the gra ve. The 
last clause of the verse means the 
same as the thought expressed in con
nection with rc-membcrest. 

Ver se 6. David did n ot charge God 
with directly dealing with him in the 
manner described. He knew that it 
was only In the sense of testing him 
by suffering his enemies to oppress 
him. This was indicated by a figura
tive use or the words pit, d,ar/~ness 
and deeps. 

Verse 7. T he 'waves were the surges 
of 'Wrath that God suffe red to come 
over David. It was such a solemn 
period or meditation that he called for 
the use of the punctuation term Selah. 
See ch. 3: 2 for the explanation of the 
word. 

Verse R. [n times of trouble one's 
professed friends sometimes desert 
him. It ha ppened that way to David 
when he was tormented by his per
secutors. His friends held him a t a 
distance so that he could not com e 
fo rth into their company as before. 

Verse 9. Thi s verse is a pitiable pic
ture of David's state of mind through 
his af'l'lictlons. He spent much of his 
time in supplications. 

Verse 10. The implied answer to 
these Quest ions is "no." See the com
ments on v. 5 which shows that if 
God is going to do something for a 

man it will be before his body dies 
and is placed tn its grave where noth
ing will be done in this age. 

Verse 11. This verse calls for the 
same answer as the preceding one. 

Verse 12. Dark and forgetfulness 
refer to the state of death. David 
knows that he cannot be h elped 
against his enemies after he has 
LJassed tram tbis Ute. 

Verse 13. One meaning or the orIg
inal for p,revent is "to precede." Da· 
vid meant that in the morning be 
would offer a prayer to precede the fa· 
vors he expect ed to get from God 
through the da y. 

Verse 14. This is another of David's 
plaintive appeats to God. My sou l re
ferred to his li fe in general. His dis· 
tress was so great tbat he felt as it he 
had been cast off from the face ot the 
Lord. 

Verse 15. ThV terrors referred to the 
terrible aff1ictions that God suffered 
the enemies to impose upon David. 
They wer e so bitter that he was dis· 
tracted at ti mes. 

Verse 16. Again David was using 
strong language to express the bitter· 
ness of his expe ri ences. Cut m.e 00 
means he was undone and cast down 
in despair. 

Verse 17. 'Vater i s often used fig· 
uratively to compare the volume of 
afflictions overflowing one. Those im· 
posed upon Da vid were like a can
tin uous flood. 

Verse 18. See comments at v. 8 for 
the explana tion of this. 

PSALMS 89 
Verse 1. The wording of many of 

t he psalms of David was based on his 
condition of mind. The condition of 
his mind was caused largely by what· 
eyer experiences he was having or 
considering. The preceding chapter 
,vas based on his experiences of dis
tress. The present one is devoted to 
the pleasant experiences of the Psalm
ist. and to consideration of the good· 
ness and grea tness of God. 

Ve rse 2. Faith/1tlness when applied 
to God means he is true to his prom
ises. Established ... heavens means 
the Lord carries out his word to the 
highest extent. 

Verse 3. DavId speaks for the Lord 
by using the first personal pronoun 
T. He had chosen David far a slleciul 
purpose and had made him a sworn 
c.ovenant. 
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Verse 4. This verse promised a 
fleshly favor that would have been 
fulfilled had the seed of David been 
faithful. The throne in Jerusalem 
would have been maintained until the 
end of the Jewish age, since "age-last· 
Ing" is the meaning of 10ff' ever. It 
was fulfilled spiritual1y because Christ 
was the seed of David a nd his k in g
dom is to be everlasting according to 
the prophecy in Da n. 2: 44. 

Verse 5. David now writes of God 
In the second person. The heavens 
shall praise the Lord In the same 
sense as was said in eh. 19: 1. Thy 
faithfulness refers to God's promises 
which he has always kept and always 
wfJI. 

Verse 6, There 1s only one word 
in the Old Testament for heaven, 
whether the 1st, 2nd or 3rd one is 
meant. However, no man anyWhere 
can be compared to God, hence the 
word here can be applied to the three 
heavens. This verse Is the basis of 
part of a familiar church hymn which 
says: "Whom have I on earth beside 
Thee? Whom in heaven but Thee?" 
The implied answer to the questions 
is in this passage. 

Verse 7. F eared is fro"I. ARAT8 which 
Strong defines by. " to awe or dread." 
Reverenced is from the noted YARE 
which Strong defines by, "to fear; 
morally to revere." Since both words 
are used in the snme sen tence, the 
distinction between them should be 
Observed. The first means that men 
should be afraid to do wrong and thus 
bring down upon them the wrath at 
God. The second means that God 
should be ' respected tor his great 
goodness to the Children of men. 

Verse 8. Hosts means an army or 
other group of strong men. See the 
comments at ch. 86: 12 for the dis
tinctive meaning ot Lord God. 

Verse 9. God's power over the sea 
was demonstrated when he brought 
the children of Israel safely through 
it. See cases in Ex. 14 a nd Jonah 1. 

Verse 10. Rahab is a poetical name 
of Egypt. The verse refers to the 
Victory which God gave the Israelites 
over Egypt in the time ot Moses and 
Aaron. 

Verse 11. The heavens are the 1st 
and 2nd heavens in the mate rial uni
verse. God created them and can 
justly claim them as his own. World 
is from TEDEL and defined as follows: 
lithe earth (as moist and therefore 
Inhabited); by extension the globe; 

by implication its inhabltants."
Strong. The verse as a whole em
braces the same idea as expressed in 
Gen. 1: 1, referring to the various 
parts ot the universe. 

Verse 12. Coming to consideration 
ot the material earth, David specifies 
its divisions north and south, also 
SODle of its mountains; Tabor and 
Hermon. Shall r ejoice means that re
joicing will be caused by the bleSSings 
brought through these creations. 

Verse 13. Arm figuratively means 
strength, and hand means the art ot 
using that strength. High is thy right 
hand means that things done by the 
han d of God are right and also that 
they are high in their classification. 

Verse 14. Justice is defined in the 
lexicon as " the right," and ju.dgment 
Is defined as "a verdict." Habitatio'n 
is trom an original tbat is defined "a 
fixture, i.e. a basis." The whole clause, 
therefore, means that the throne ot 
God is a fixed place where right ver
dicts are rendered. M ercy AND truth
is a phrase that is very significant. 
God never extends mercy to a person 
unless it can be in accordance with 
t ruth. 

Verse 15. Blessed or happy are they 
who know or who accept the joyful 
sound. It means the sound coming 
trom the source described in the pre
ceding verse. To walk . .. the liuht 
means about the same as the teaching 
in 1 John 1: 7. 

Verse 16. To rejOice in the name ot 
the Lord means to have joy because 
of what that name brings to one who 
may wear it. True exaltation comes 
through a righteous li te. It was in 
view o( that principle that Jesus. said 
what be did in Matt. 23: 12. 

Verse 17. This means tbat righteous 
people glory in t he strength that 
comes from the Lord. Paul said he 
gloried in the cross ot Christ. (Gal. 
6: 14.) When horn is used figura
tively It means power or influence. 
All true power must come trom God. 

Verse 18. There is pertect safety in 
the Lord. Th is is because he is our 
king and hence can reign tor the bene
fit ot the subjects ot the kingdom. 

Verse 19. The following verse will 
show that holy one in this verse Is 
David. Spakest in -vision. means the 
Lord revealed something to DaVid. 
which also means that he was in
spired to write a part ot the Bible. 
MiOhty reters to the power and cour
age that David showed atter he was 
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chosen from among the people to be 
a king over them. 

Verse 20. All men taking an office 
as ruler were anointed with olive oil . 
However, the Lord anointed David 
figuratively by bestowing on him the 
divine blessing. 

Verse 21. The first clause of the 
verse means that David would be es
tablished or made secure with the 
hand of the Lord. The second clause 
means practically the same as the 
first. only that the Lord's arm, instead 
of his hand is used as the support. 

Verse 22. This verse was an assur
ance that David's enemies would not 
be suttered to exact or take toll from 
him. 

Verse 23. The toes of David would 
be considered as the foes of God. Be· 
cause of this they were to be over· 
thrown in the presence of David. 

Verse 24. The faithfulness of G<>d 
means his actions ot keeping his 
promises. Horn means power of tn
fluence. Through the name ot the 
Lord this power would be exalted for 
David and he would become great 
among the nations. 

Verse 25. Set his hand denotes that 
David's power was to be assured; that 
1t would extend to the (Mediterra
nean) sea and the (Euphrates) river. 
This was practicaUy the same promise 
that was made to Abram (Gen. 15: 
18). and which was actually fulflll ed 
In David'. son (1 K!. 4: 21). 

Verse 26. He reters to David who 
was to receive the promise of power 
mentioned in the preceding verse. Cry 
Is not a call of distress or disturbed 
state of mind as it often means. It is 
from an original that means to accost 
or address someone by name. In the 
present verse it means that David 
will be encouraged to address the 
Lord by the endearing name father 
and the respectful name God, r ecog
nizing him as the rock or basis of 
his salvation. 

Verse 27. Firstborn is used in a 
complimentary sense. meaning that 
God would place David in the highest 
rank of Importance. That would be 
tn accordance with the estimate h e 
bad of him before be was made king. 
(1 Sam. 13: 14.) 

Verse 28. Saul had done so wickedly 
when he was king that the mercy of 
God was denied him finally. David 
was a righteous king and was re
warded for it with God's mercy and 

the loving favor at the Lord followed 
him through .bis reign. 

Verse 29. His seed had reference to 
Christ who was often called the seed 
at DaVid. (2 Sam. 7: 12; Isa. 11: 1; 
Jer. 23: 5, 6.) The throne or kingdom 
of that seed was to be an everlasting 
one. (Dan. 2 : 44.) • 

Verses 30·32. The favors of God are 
promised On conditions. The children 
or descendants of David. whether 
fteshly or spiritual, mus t fo llow in the 
righteouB steps of their noted ances
tor to enjoy the blessings of God. It 
they do not, tlley are to feel t he rod 
of correction from the same God 
whom David served. 

Verse 33. Will not utterly take im
plies that some degree of severity 
would be felt by DavId, but the lov
ingkfndness ot the Lord would not all 
be taken from him. Faithfulness 
means the keeping of one's promise. 

Verse 34. A covenant is a contract 
or agreement between two or more 
parties. But if one party to a cove
nant break his word it breaks the 
covenant. God will never fail to make 
his word good. but man often breaks 
his word and that releases God from 
his agreement. But as for God, he 
will never fail in his part nor change 
his word. 

Verse 35. An oath Is an agreement 
or other statement tha t is hacked up 
by the dignity and authority of some 
being greater than the one making 
the oath. There is no greater Being 
than God, there tore he must back up 
bis oath by the greatness of his own 
personality. That quality is his holt
ness and it means that the promises 
of God are as sure as is the fact of his 
holiness. 

Verse 36. This verse is the same in 
meaning as v. 29. 

Verse 37. Moon and heaven are re
ferred to tor the same purpose as in 
ch. 19: 1. See the comments at ch. 
3: 2 for the meaning of Selah. 

Verse 38. In a partial degree this 
verse bad been fulfilled when David 
wrote it. But as a prophecy it was 
to be fulfil1ed by the national captiv
ity recorded in 2 Kt. 17 and 25. God 
was wroth with his people because ot 
their Idolatry. 

Verse 39. This 15 to be understood 
practically in the same sense as the 
preceding verse. Made void means 
that God declared tha t his covenant 
was void or at no effect. The cause 
of it was the failure of the servant 
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to keep his part of it. See the com· 
ments at v. 34 on thIs point of the 
subject of keeping a covenant. 

Verse 40. Hedges refers to the forti
fications by which Jerusalem was pro
tected. Because of the sIns of the na
tion God was to suffer the enemy to 
break through the fortifications and 
take the city that was the capital ot 
the nation. 

Verse 41. Spoil him means the 
wealth ot the nation was to be taken 
by the enemy. See the fulfillment of 
this in 2 Ki. 24: 13. 

Verse 42. It was right to bring the 
band of Israel's enemies against him 
because of his s ins. This is the mean
ing of right hand as used here. 

Verse 43. The unfavorable experi
ences described in this and several 
other verses were brought upon the 
Israelites because ot their disobedi
e nce. God granted the enemy to ba ve 
success against the arms of His n a
tion. 

Verse 44_ The throne of the king 
in J erusalem was to be overturned. 
The prediction was fu l filled in 2 Ki. 
25. 

Verse 45. The days of man's youth 
should be bis most vigorous ones. 
But the people ot God's nation were 
met with reverses and felt the hand 
ot divine correction. 

Verse 46. DavId now changed his 
subject and began his appeal fOr 
mercy. He does not complain that 
his people had been unduly chastised, 
but pleads for a lessening of it. 

Verse 47. David reallzed the frailty 
ot human life and cited that as a 
basis for hi s prayer to God. The same 
thought is given us in James 4: 14. 

Verse 48. Not only is the life of 
lUan short at best. but no man can 
escape death when the time comes. 
Such a thought should cause us to 
pause and reflect, hence David used 
the term Selah which is explained at 
ch. 3: 2. 

Verse 49. David never did seriously 
Question the constant goodness of 
God. This verse Is me rely a plaintive 
appeal for the divine help in the 
times of distress. I n thy t ru th in
dicates that he did not doubt the 
genuineness of God 's promises, for if 
they were made in truth they would 
not fail. 

Verse 50. Reproach Of th .l! servants 
means that the enemies aimed their 
reproaches at the servnnts or people 

of Gad. And those darts ot reproach 
were especially directed against the 
bosom of David because of his posi
tIon of prominence. 

Verse 51. Wherewith means that by 
the mentioned reproaches the enemy's 
darts had affected the kingdom. seeing 
that David had been anOinted king 
ove r it. 

Verse 52. Blessed be the Lord 
means that he was to be adored and 
praised. This adoration was due Him 
for alt of his goodness. Amen and 
amen is a phrase with DO added 
meaning to what the word would have 
if used only once. It was repeated 
for the sake of emphasIs and denoted 
a firm approval of what had been said. 
The definition of the word in both the 
original and in the English is. "so 
be it." 

PSALMS 90 
General remarks. A considerable 

number of "authorities" say that this 
psalm was composed by Moses and 
was included in the collectIon of Da
vid's writings. They do llOt seem to 
be very positive about it. Even as 
substantial a work as the SChaff-Her
zog Encyclopedia is willing only to 
say that It "is ascribed to Moses. and 
may be h is." I offer these remarks 
in fairness to the readers who may 
take them for what they are worth. 
But regardless of whether Dayid or 
Moses Wl'ote this chapter. It was writ
ten by an inspired man and I shall 
comment on it as such and will notice 
the many and great truths therein 
whi ch are of interest to all or should 
be. 

Verse 1. The original for d·u;elli"'!J 
place is defined "a retreat." The idea 
is of a Place where one can be always 
safe and comfortable against the 
storms of life. Lord is trom ADOX.-\f 

and Strong's definition is. "The Lord 
(used as a proper name of God 
only) ." Since Goa means the "su
preme Being" and bas always existed. 
he would have been a sate retreat in 
all generations. 

Verse 2. The existence ot the Crea
tor prior to the work of creation is 
the thought in the beginning of this 
verse. The writer does not stop with 
that, but declares the di vine exis
tence to have been f r om everlastin{! 
to everlasting. Materlaltsts and other 
critics of the Biblica l doctrine of end· 
less punishment make light of the 
Idea that everlasting could mean end
less. They ask how ther e could be two 
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or them if one of them is endless. In 
this they expose their own shortsIght
edness as well as their ignorance of 
the s ubject in general. It the ex is
tence of God is endless (everlasting), 
it follows that His existence would 
be end less in both directions, or, frmn 
everlasting (past) to everlasting (fu
ture. The origina.l for God in this 
place means strength or might. The 
sum of meaning of this ver se is, 
therefore, that God has always existed 
and always will. That he is a Being 
ot' might and hence was able to create 
t.he mountains and everything that 
jlerlains to the ear th. 

Verse 3. Destruction is from a word 
that means "to be crushed" in spirit; 
1.0 be made contrile or penite nt for 
one's s ins. That is why the r est or 
the verse shows that God calls fot' the 
penitent one to '·eturn to Him. 

Verse 4. God has always existed and 
always will. 'Vhat we call "time" is 
only the measurement of part of that 
endless duration, measured by the 
movements of the heavenly bodies. 
Were it not for those movements we 
would not know any difference be
tween a "day" and a "year." Since 
God is not limited by these move
ments, what we call a thousand years 
does. not mean any more to God than 
what we call a day. That is the rea
son Pe ter said what he did in 2 Pe. 
3: 8. 

Verse 5. The fraHty and compara
tive shortness oC man's life is the gen
eral subject of this psalm. Of course, 
said frailty is made evident by the 
statements on the boundless might 
and e.x istencc of the Lord and God of 
all creation. The pronoun the·tn reters 
t.o mnn. There are th ree illustrations 
in this verse to show the weakness 
and brevity of mnn's existence on the 
earth. He is as helpless as a feather 
would be in the path of a flood. His 
lite is like a sleel) that soon comes 
to an end, and his stay here is as 
temporary as the grass of the field. 

Verse 6. This verse continues the 
thought in the preceding one. As 
grass is permitted to live on ly 
through a day, figuratively speaking, 
so man's life on the earth soon closes. 
This thought i s expressed all::,o in 
J ames 1: 10. 

Verse 7. These remarks are not di
r ected against any particular l)el'SOn 
nor concerning any specific conduct 
of man. They are In conSideration of 
the general situation of mankind 
since the sin of our first parents. The 

anger and wrath of God was provoked 
by the first sin which was induced by 
Satan. Because of that event, man 
was cast out of the garden and 
doomed to be cOllsu·m ect and troubled 
by the ills of creation. 

Verse 8. This verse means that none 
of man's actions are hidden from the 
Lord. Even the thoughts of the heart 
are seen by Him. (Heb. 4: 13.) 

Verse 9. The fleeting shortness of 
human Hfe is still the main subject. 
The wrath of God r efers to the first 
sin and the attitude that was declared· 
by the Lord against man over it. As 
a result of that circumstance, the hu
man family passes through the days 
of its ex istence as something that Is 
being spent. Tale that is told. The 
first word Is the only one that is in 
the original. It is from HEGEH and 
Strong defines it, "n muttering." In 
other words, our life is as transient 
as a momentary musing or meditation 
that ends with a sigh. I wilt quote 
from Edward Gibbon, author of the 
famous Decline ana Fall of the Ro
man Empire. He was a skeptic as to 
the BIble, but was a master of En
glish and a truthful writer as a hIs
torian and commentator on human 
life. He so forcefully agrees with the 
inspired writer as to the shortness of 
this life that I wish the reade r to 
have his statement which is as tol
lows: "A being of the nature of man, 
endowed with the same faculties, but 
with a longer measure of existence, 
would cast down a smile of pity and 
contempt on the crimes and follies of 
human ambition, so eager, in anal'
TOW span, to grasp at a precarIous 
and short-lived enjoyment. It is thus 
that the experience of history exalts 
and enlarges the horizon of our in
tellectual view. In a composition of 
some days, in a perusal of some 
hours, six hundred years have rolled 
awa y, and the duration or a life or 
reign is contracted to a fleeting mo
ment ; the grave is ever beside the 
throne ; the success of a criminal is 
almost instantly followed by the loss 
or hi s prlze; and our immortal reason 
survives and disdains the sixty phan
toms of ).'ings who bave passed before 
our eyes, and faintly dwell on our re
membrance. The observation that . in 
every age and Climate, ambition has 
prevailed with the same commanding 
energy, may abate the surprise of a · 
philosopher; but while he condemns 
the vanity, he may search the moUve, 
or this universal desire to obtain and 
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hold the sceptre ot dominion." Chap
ter 48. 1 trust my reader will exer
cise the patience to study this quota
tion carefully untiJ be has grasped 
the meaning of Its statements. The 
question with me is how a man who 
could make such an observation on 
the facts and then write so majes
tically about them, could tUrn away 
from the Sacred Text and live and die 
as a skeptic. 

Verse 10. All of the things which 
David says of man's experiences per
lain to his lite as a human. They do 
not even conSider, much less contra
dict the truths that refer to his spirit
ual life. The Psalmist was a great 
believer in God and said much about 
his joy and happiness in the divine 
service. But the !raUty and uncer
tainty of everything that is not con
nected with a life tor Gild is what is 
being considered generally in this and 
other verses. David did not make the 
statement here as a decree of God on 
the length of human life. It was 
ratber an observation as to the rule, 
and the tacts of history will bear out 
the statemen t of the verse. 

Verse 11. This verse means that 
man generally underestimates the full 
effect ot God's anger against sin. Only 
in proportion as men fear or respect 
God will they recognize and fully ac
knowledge the divine wrath. 

Verse 12. Number our days means 
to place the proper value on our time; 
if we do we will not idle it away. We 
will apply ourselves to those studies 
and activWes that wiU make us wise 
and useful in matters that are prof
itable to a ll. 

Verse 13. This is another at the 
earnest supplications for d i v i n e 
mercy. Again we observe that no 
complaint is mnde as to the justice 
of the correction that has been placed 
on God's people. The request is for it 
to be lessened through mercy. 

Verse 14. This Is another plea for 
mercy and for it to come early or 
speedily. 

Verse 15. This means a request for 
relief that is accordIng to the distress 
that had been suffered. In other 
words. to counteract the days of af
fliction with a like number of happy 
days. 

Verse 16. The writer wished the 
Lord to bring about the work of re· 
lief r equested. He also wished It to 
be made so eVident that not only the 
present generation, but the following 

ODes could realize Its existence and be 
led to appreciate it. 

Verse 17. One definition of the orig' 
inal tor beauty Is OIagreeableness or 
deUght." The prayer Is Ulat God 
would remove the distress ot chastise· 
ment and give his servants an agree
able experience instead. It should be 
understood that the work 0/ our hands 
means the righteous works to be per
formed under the mercy ot' God. The 
request is that aU such works would 
be cstablishett or accepted by Him. 

PSALMS 91 
Verse 1. For the authorship ot' this 

chapter see "general remarks' at be· 
ginning ot eh. 90. Secret place means 
a place of refuge or safety. He that 
is content to dwell in the protection 
of God will abtde Or always have the 
benefit ot it. It will be like a shadow 
or relief from the heat of distress. 

Verse 2. The idea at divine refuge 
is sti ll the leading One of the writer. 
He regarded God as the true source 
of protection and therefore he would 
trust tn Him. 

Verse 3. A fowler is a trapper who 
sets a trap or snare for his victims. 
When used figurattvely it refers to 
men who seek to overcome the in
nocent by underhnnded methods. God 
will keep his righteous servants and 
help them to avoid the snares if they 
will heed the divine instructions. Noi
some pestilence means the unpleasant 
and harmful condiCions that the en
emy might seek to create for the ser
v!nts of God. 

Verse 4. A comparison is made to a 
parent bird that protects its young 
under the shelter of its wings. The 
structure of the wing will furnish a 
protection like an armor, and the 
feathers will fUrnish warmth and nes
tling comfort. Shield and buckler are 
articles of protection against attack 
from an enemy. God will give per· 
fect protection to all who accept His 
truth and mold their lives thereby. 

Verse 5. The antecedent at thou. is 
the person described by he that dwell
eth, etc., in v. 1. The verse means that 
actual danger (ar1"OW) or the fear ot 
it (terror) wtll never affect the one 
who puts his trust in the Lord. 

Verse 6. This verse Is similar in 
thought to the preceding one. Pesti
lence or disease sometimes attacks 
one in the night, and speedy destruc
tion may come to him in the day. But 
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neither will defeat the one who relies 
on the help of God. 

Verse 7. This verse denotes the 
safety of those who put their trust in 
the Lord. Great numbers of the enemy 
will not count as any more dangerous 
than would a few to those who have 
GQd with them. Paul taught this 
same idea in Rom. 8: 31. 

Verse 8. Those who trust in God 
will see the reward or fate of the 
wicked, that it will be a just and aw
ful punishment. 

Verse 9. Thou means the person to 
whom the writer is addressing his 
assurances. Such a person who makes 
God his dwelling place will share the 
same protection as the writer of this 
verse, and will find shelter in the same 
refuge. 

Verses 10. This verse Is practically 
the same in thought as many of the 
other verses of the chapter. It refers 
to the complete security of all who 
trust in God. 

Verses 11, 12. A promise in the form 
of a prophecy can be so worded as to 
have more than one application. The 
general theme of the several verses 
of this chapter is the security to be 
had in the Lord. That is true of all 
men in general, but this paragraph has 
been given specific application to 
Christ in Matt. 4: 6 and Luke 4: 10. 
It is true that Satan is the one who 
made the application, but Christ did 
not take any exception to the reference 
that Satan made to it. Attempts have 
been made to show that Satan added 
to the passage. But he did not add 
any words that would have altered its 
meaning. neither did Jesus accuse him 
of it. The perversion of which Satan 
was guilty was his misapplication of 
the passage. The proviso on which 
the protection was given required 
that the subject be one who is true to 
God. But a person who would tempt 
Him would not be true and therefore 
could not claim the promise. 

Verse 13. The lion and adder are 
used figuratively to compare the ex
tent of deliverance that God will give 
those who trust in him. The dragon 
means some kind of dangerous mon
ster like a sea-serpent. 

Verse 14. The several pronouns in 
this verse should be properly can· 
nected or confusion will result. He, 
his and him means the man who 
loves God; me, my and I refer to God. 
Set him on high means that God wll1 
give true exaltation to those who do 

right. It is the same thought that is 
expressed in James 4: 10. 

Verse 15. The same connections 
should be made of the pronouns in 
this verse as were made in the pre
ceding one. God promised to hear 
the call of his righteous servant. He 
will honor the servant by delivering 
him from his troubles. 

Verse 16. No specific span of lite is 
guaranteed to the man of God. It is 
an assurance of being preserved so 
that his days would be extended. The 
8alvation that was promised to the 
devoted servant referred to his rescue 
from the hand of his enemy. 

PSALMS 92 
Verse 1. Good deeds do not always 

consist in outward actions that make 
a show. The Psalmist classes the 
giving of thanks unto the Lord among 
good deeds; also the singing of His 
praises is included in good deeds. 
After all, if a person is sincerely dis
posed to remember the goodness of 
God he is likely to serve him in practi· 
cal matters. 

Verse 2. Another good deed is to 
display the lovingkindness at God. 
Morning and night represents the 
beginning and ending of a day. The 
force of the verse is to promise a con
tinual devotion to the Lord for his 
goodness. 

Verse 3. An in8trument of ten 
strings. All of these words are from 
ARon which Strong defines, "ten; by 
abbreviation ten strings, and so a dec
achord." The phrase means to make 
a chord of ten sounds. The psaltery 
was a stringed instrument especially 
designed for use in accompaniment 
with the hUman voice. The harp was 
an instrument of ten strings and the 
expression evidently was intended as 
a repetition of the beginning of the 
verse for the sake of emphasis. All 
of this is easily understood when we 
recall that David was a speciaUst in 
the making and using of musical in
struments. 

Verse 4. David had said Cch. 19: 1) 
that the heavens declare the glory of 
God. By that same token the works 
of God would gladden the heart of 
mankind. 

Verse 5. The works of God are as 
great as his thoughts. Isa. 55: 8, 9 
declares the thoughts of God are as 
high as the heavens, and the present 
verse states that they are deep. We 
thus have the two extremes, height 
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and depth. to compare t he greatness 
of God's mind a nd contrast it with 
that ot man. 

Verse 6. Bnt.ti8h means dull or s tu
pid. and a fool has about the same 
meaning. Such an individual wlll not 
be impressed by the greatness of God's 
works. 

Verse 7. This verse denotes the de
ception in the strength of the wicked 
veople of the earth. It is like grass 
that springs forth in the morning dew, 
but wHts as Boon as the sun strikes it. 
This idea a lso Is set forth in James 1: 
11. The show or di splay of the un· 
righ teous people will not endure when 
the final lest Is made. 

Verse 8. Many persons can be and 
have been in high Position at certain 
ti mes of speCial advantage. The great 
conlrast between a ll other beings and 
the Lord is that He is high jor ever· 
more. 

Verse 9. It is significant to observe 
bow the Psalmist desc ribes the ene· 
mies of the Lord who consist in the 
worke rs ot iniquity. The description 
a nd motive for It is praiseworthy; 
tha t i t is not merely because men 
happen to be unlikable to God that he 
considers them his enemies, but it is 
because they are unrighteous in life. 

Verse 10. When h orn is used figura
tively it means power and authority. 
Da vid was a faithful ser vant of the 
Lord a nd therefo re could expect to 
have divine support. Oil was literally 
poured on the h eads of those who were 
being placed in a position of dignity. 
It cam e to be used figuratively of 
those who were to be honored with 
any unusual blessings tha t brought 
them overwh elming joy and gladness. 

Verse 11. David li ved in an age of 
warfare a nd had to fight his enemies 
with the weapons of bodily contlict. 
For this reason he freque ntl y referred 
to the s ubject with earnestness, and 
prayed fo r the success of his arms. 
Moreover, he expected to have s uch 
prayers g ranted and rejoiced greatly 
over the same. 

Verse 12. The palm, t ree was one of 
the mos t tmportant of trees in Pales
tine. It fUrni shed food and material 
for various other uses. It lived and 
grew for a cen tury in many instances 
and was hence a tree with many uses. 
The cedar a lso had many uses, and 
one of its chief characteristics was 
its being evergreen . Both of these 
trees are used to compare a true serv-

ant of God ill h is responsibility to hi s 
Creator. 

Verse 13. The comparison to trees 
i s con ti nued In this verse. H ouse of 
God is a phrase rete n-ing to the servo 
ice to Him in general. Those who 
nre planted or established 4n that 
ser vice will flourIsh as do the t rees 
described above. 

Verse 14. I n the service of God 
there is no such thing as "old age" 
in the sense ot inflrmity, The older 
(in li teral years ) one becomes in that 
service the stronger he becomes and 
the more able he will be in producing 
fruit unto the Lord. 

Ver se 15. To show is a phrase that 
m eans the Psalmis t had made the fore
going statements fOr the purpose of 
showing the uprightness of the Lord. 
Because of that great quaiity the Lord 
wou ld become the rOCk or founda tion 
of all of David's hopes. 

PSALMS 93 
Verse 1. f jor d Is from a word tbat 

i s defined "self·Existent!' Such a 
Being would cer ta inly have the right 
to re ign. To be c lothed with majes t y 
means to be d ign ified and great in 
ever y good sense. It would also be 
expected that such an One would be 
strong and able to f).'1 tablish or make 
firm the whole world. 

Verse 2. The Lord has existed al
ways and hence his throne has been 
established 01 ola. That means that 
He has been in a.uthority and control 
from everlasting ,' that his r eign never 
had any beginning. 

Verse 3. T his verse may be taken 
both literally and figuratively. The 
mighty oceans are subject to the can· 
t r ol of GOd. It is t rue also that [loods 
of di stress have fl'equen tly swelled 
up to threaten the ser vants of the 
Lord. 

Verse 4. This verse should be con· 
s idered in t he light of the preceding 
one. It declares that God's supremacy 
over a 11 imposing objects and con· 
ditions is evident, whether the seas 
of the ear th or the billows of afflic· 
tions r olling up to threaten the secu· 
rity of the righteous. 

Verse 5. The tes timonies are the 
declarations of the Lord that have 
been tried and have stood the test. 
Becometh is from NA.'\IJ and Strong 
defines it, "to be at home." The 
thought is that holiness is fi tting and 
r1erfectly at home In the house of the 
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Lord. ThIs is very significant, tor it 
would be out of place to see a protes
sian of holiness in a place not belong
ing to the Lord. It would be ltke "a 
jewel of gold in a swine's snout." 
(Prov. 11 : 22.) 

PSALMS 94 
Verse 1. Vengeance usually has a 

harsh sound for our ears anll we might 
be inc1ined to wonder why it. would 
be a ttributed to God. The impress ion 
is due largely to abuse of the )Yard. 
'fhe term primarily means "Punish
ment inflicted in return fat' an injury 
01' an offense."-Webster. lmproper 
or spitefu1 treatment of one who is 
even guilty of wrong would be wron~ 
also. but that is not requil'ed by the 
meaning or the word. And fUrthe r
more, even the proper form or degr ee 
of vengeance must be adminis tered 
by one baving authority for doing so. 
The Psalmist here declares t hat God 
is the one to whom such right be
longs. Paul taught the same thing in 
Rom. 12: 19. The Psalmist in our verse 
is calling upon God to show hi s venge
ance upon the wicked enemy. 

Verse 2. In the preceding verse 
David set forth the right of God to 
bring vengeance on those who deser ved 
it. In this he calls upon Him to use 
that authority against the pr oud. The 
origina l far this last word means not 
only that the persons are vain of 
themselves , but also are Impudent 
over it toward others. 

Verse 3. This is another ot David's 
earnest prayers for the Lord's judg
ments upon his enemies . And again 
we shOUld obse l've that he does not 
imply any injustice from the Lord in 
suffering some affljction to come, but 
desired it not to continue long. 

Verse 4. The boastful sayings of the 
enemieii seemed to worry the Psalmist 
more than any considerations as to 
his personal discomfort. 

Ver se 5. David was concerned tor the 
people of the nation rather than for 
himself. This spirit of unselfis hness 
was an outstanding quality of this 
great man. See a demonst ration of it 
in 2 Sam. 24: 17. 

Verse 6. It is noteworthy that 
David's complaints against the evil
doers did not consist in mere general 
assertions. Had that been the case 
it would have given the imprp.ssion 
that hi s motive was only a personal 
dislike for them. Instead, he specified 

their acts of violence against the in· 
nocent and helpless people. 

Verse 7. These wicked people were 
so foolish as to t hink they could hide 
from God. Such a thought has ever 
been a common one with man. It wns 
first demonstrated by Adam and Eve 
when they thought they could hide 
from God behind the trees. (Gen. 3: 9. ) 

Verse 8. Bru W;h is from nAAR a nd 
Strong deflnes it. "u primiti ve root ; 
to kindle. Le. consume (by fire or by 
eating)." David compares the enemies 
of his veople to the ravenous ueas ts 
because of their oppressive anrl de· 
structlve conduct. 

Verse 9. Tbis verse goes bact, to v. 
7 whi ch showed the foolish noti on 
that man could hide from God. The 
very ears and eyes by which the evil
doers were practicing their wickedness 
were made by the God whom they 
thought to evade. If He could give to 
man such organs he certainly could 
limit their use and not he misled by 
them. 

Verse 10. The same form of r eason
ing is contained in this verse as was 
used above. It had been frequently 
shown tbat God could punish the 
heathen, and therefore he s urely 
would bring severe judgment on those 
who afflicted the righteous. 

Verse 11. Vanity means fOOlish and 
unavailing schemes of man. The Lord 
thoroughly understands it all and will 
bring it to nought. 

Verse 12. Afflictions are sent fre
Quently for the purpose of correction. 
That is the meaning of chaslen eth, 
and Paul taught the same in 1 Cor. 
11: 32. Not all treatment for disease 
is pleasant to the patient, but a man 
would be ve ry ullwise who refused the 
treatment because of its unpleasant
ness. Another thought in this verse 
is that chastisement is not a lways ot 
a physical na ture. It consists also in 
the exhortations and admonitions in 
the law r egarding duty and punish
ment for neglect of it. 

Ve rse 13. If the innocent victim will 
endure and profit by his cbastlsement. 
he will then be given divine relief. 
His enemy will finally be cast dowll 
into the Pit, which means a condition 
of forgetfulness and disgrace. 

Verse 14. When the Lord punishes 
his peovle it is for their good and 
not that he Intends to cast them ott. 
The peDv1e ar e his inheritance whi ch 
means they belong to Him. He cel'-
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tainly will not bring afflictions on 
them in the sense of forsaklng them. 

Verse 15. Judgment here means that 
a merciful decision will be rendered 
by the Lord for the righteous. When 
that 1s done it will have a good effect 
on otbe r people who are upright in 
heart. When they see the outcome 
or the Lord's plan of instructions, they 
will be inclined to fOllow it or proftt 
thereby. 

Verse 16. Here is another charac
terIstic altitude of the Psalmist. In 
his distress over the activities of evil· 
doers he longs tor the fellowship of 
others in his elIorls at curbing them. 

Verse 17. Almost Is rendered 
"quickly" in the margin ot some 
Dlbles and the lexicon agrees with It. 
The thought is that without the help 
of God, man would be unable to ac
complish anythIng in the midst of 
uncertainties that surround him. 

Verse 18. In Urnes of danger and un· 
certainty, the Lord's help assures to 
hjs servants the support that could 
come from no otber source. 

Verse 19. Amid the many things 
that occupy the mind ot God's servo 
ants, there is one tbought that stands 
out above otbers, and that Is 0: the 
comforts that the true servants m ay 
expect from Him. 

Verse 20. This verse Is in question 
form but is positive in thought. It. 
means that iniquity and righteousness 
have no fellowship with each other. 

Verse 21. The antecedent of they is 
the group that frameth miscl'lef in the 
preceding verse. A single act of wrong 
is bad enough, but conspiracy in sin 
is worse. The ones whom David was 
considering were doing that kind ot 
evll actions. 

Verse 22. The first clause of this 
verse is litera l ; the second is figura· 
tive. God is a virtual rock of refuge 
for a righteous man. 

Verse 23. The Psalmist went back 
to the enemies again. H e means God 
who wi1I bring upon them, the ene
mies, the fruit of their own iniqUity. 
Evil workers may seem to prosper 
for a time, but finally will be brought 
to feel the folly of their deeds. 

PSALMS 95 
Verse 1. Joyful noise is one at 

David's expressions for singing lively 
praises to God tor his great goodness 
to the children ot men. Rock of our 
salvation means that the Lord is the 

foundation for all help that would 
bring salvation to mankind. 

Verse 2. Man is a lways actually in 
the presence of the Lord. The thought 
is that they would make a tormal 
action belore the face of the Lord to 
express thanks. 

Verse 3. The terms Lora and God. 
are used in one sentence which recog
nizes the distinction between them. 
The first means the self·Existent Being 
and the second designates him as a 
Deing worthy to rule with authority. 

Verse 4. Deep pUlces and strength 
of the hills are figu res to expreSS the 
scope of the knowledge and power of 
the Lord. 

Verse 5. God made the sea and 
land and they are rightfully his. 

Verse 6. In view of the fac ts men
tioned in the preceding verse, the 
Psalmist bids his people kneel and 
worship the Maker ot all things. 

Verse 7. The relationship between 
"people" and "God" would explain 
why David had called upon the former 
to kneel before the latter. Sheep Of 
his ham! denotes that the people were 
in the hand of God who cares for them 
as a shepherd cares for his flock. In 
view of these important facts the peo
vIe are exhorted to bear the voice of 
the great Shepherd and follow him 
faithfully wherever he leads. 

Verses 8·10. These verses are grouped 
in one paragraph because they vertain 
to the same thought, and because they 
are quoted in the New Testament as 
a single passage. (Reb. 3: 7·11.) It 
bas reference to the time at 40 years 
when the children or Israel were go
ing through the wilderness. Through 
all that period the Lord was provo'ked 
by the stubborn behaviour of the na
tion. It was especially the leaders of 
the congregation who incited the 
others to rebel. Not known rft'll ways 
means they had not recognized the 
right ways of life as directed by the 
Lord. They preferred to have their 
own way and were contlnuaHY rais· 
ing the banner of revolt. 

Verse 11. The most specific act of 
rebellion is recorded in Num. 14: 1·4 
where they made the rash statement 
that they wished to die in the wilder
ness. Tbat provoked the Lord so 
greatly that he decreed the death of 
those leaders in the Wilderness, the 
thing they foolishly requested to hap· 
pen. Not enter into MY rest. This 
introduces a very Interesting subject, 
that of the 3 rests of God. The matter 
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is treated in Hebrews 3 and 4 where 
the language clearly shows that 3 dif· 
ferent "rests" are considered and each 
of them is called "my rest." They re.
fer respectively to the 7th day of the 
week, the national rest in Canaan and 
the final rest in Heaven. Each of 
them is called "my rest" because God 
originated them. 

PSALMS 96 
Verse 1. New song does not neces· 

sarily mean that the composition is 
new. But the people were to sing it 
anew with fresh vigor. 

Verse 2. We may bless the name of 
the Lord by acknowledging the hap
piness that comes through the holy 
name. The simple mention ' of the 
name of God is enough to fill a true 
servant with delight. We may show 
forth the salvation that comes from 
the Lord by declaring it in words and 
by producing its fruit in our lives. 

Verse 3. The heathen means the 
foreign nations with whom the peo
ple of God would come into contact. 
They should not be ashamed to speak 
forth the praises for their God as 
being far above all other objects of 
worship. And it is not enough merely 
to assert that the God of Israel is 
greater than all, but the proof should 
be called to the attention of all. That 
would consist in the wonders of the 
universe that were the work of His 
hands. (Ch. 19: 1.) 

Verse 4. We should keep in mind 
that the word Lord means the self
Existent One who never had any 
beginning. The fact explains why he 
is greatly to be praised. His name 
came to be used as the Jewish national 
name for their object of worship, hence 
David declared that he is to be feared 
(reverenced) above all other gods. 

Verse 5. Idol is from ELIYE which 
Strong defines, "good for nothing, by 
analogy, vain or vanity." In the King 
James version it has been rendered 
by idol, no value, and thing of nought. 
Even the planets and other things of 
the universe, which were worshiped by 
the heathen, were "vain" as far as 
creative power was concerned. On the 
other hand the God of David was the 
Creator of those very things. 

Verse 6. Before is used in the sense 
of being near and it means that honor 
and majesty are to be seen wherever 
the Lord's presence is known. By the 
same token the qualities of strength 
and beauty are to be found in the holy 
institution or sanctuary. 

Verse 7. Man cannot actually con· 
tribute strength to the Lord. But he 
can give his acknowledgment that 
strength and glory belong to Him. 
The Psalmist bids all kind reds or 
groups of people to make such ack· 
nowledgment. 

Verse 8. Actions speak louder than 
words. It is not enough to speak of 
the devotion due to the Lord. The 
proper way to exhibit that feeling for 
the Lord is to contribute something of 
value to the divine service. 

Verse 9. Beauty is defined in 
Strong's lexicon as "decoration," and 
holiness is defined as "sanctity." The 
thought is that sanctity or righteous 
conduct is a genuine ornament. The 
Psalmist would have his people wor· 
ship the Lord under such an attitude. 
All people of the earth are told to 
fear or respect the Lord of the Israel
ites. 

Verse 10. The heathen were the 
foreign nations surrounding the land 
of the Israelites. They were to be 
made to understand that the Lord, 
not the dumb idols, must be recognized 
as king and ruler of the world. And it 
was to be affirmed that the rule of this 
great Being would be righteous, hence 
the whole world was assured of the 
firmness of all things because they 
were to be supported by the divine 
foundation. 

Verse 11. All of the things named in 
this verse are inanimate and hence 
cannot exhibit the emotions men~ 
tioned. But intelligent creatures 
everywhere can and should feel the 
sentiments because of all that the 
Lord has done in heaven and earth. 

Verse 12. The comments on the 
preceding verse will apply to this. 

Verse 13. The rejoicing should be 
in the presence of the Lord since he 
is the creator of all things named. 
He cometh means the judgment of 
the Lord will come upon the earth. 
That judgment will consist in right
eous punishment upon the world or 
wicked people, and all of His decrees 
will be according to truth. 

PSALMS 97 
Verse 1. Either joy or grief may be 

brought to a people through the king, 
depending on his manner of rule. From 
that great truth the Psalmist formed 
the concise but clear phrases in the 
first part of this verse. Isles Is used 
in its general sense, "a habitable spot." 
The clause means' that wherever the 
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inhabitants of the earth live they 
have reason to rejoice for the right· 
eous rule of the Lord. 

Verse 2. Clouds and darkness often 
impress us as something depressing. 
The idea is that even such conditions 
are subject to His control. Habitation 
is from a word that means a fixture 
or basis. The statement denotes that 
the throne of the Lord is established 
on a foundation of righteousness and 
judgment. 

Verse 3, The fire refers to the COll
suming force of God's wrath against 
wicked men. 

Verse 4. Fire and lightning are 
similar in nature, yet they were used 
in two senses. The first was used in 
the preceding verse as a consuming 
force, and in this verse the second 
word was used as an agent of illumi
nation. The truth of this enlighten
ment made the earth's people to see 
the majesty of God and to fear or 
have respect for the dignity of that 
truth. 

Verse 5. Of course the melting of 
the hills is figurative. The people 
living in the hills were prostrated by 
the august demonstrations of God's 
power. 

Verse 6. See the comments at ch. 
19: 1. 

Verse 7. To be confounded means 
to be confused and defeated. Such 
an end was wished upon the wor
shipers of idols. AU graven images 
were idols but not all idols were 
graven images. These last were 
things carved out of stone or other 
materials and worshiped as gods. Idols 
would be anything, whether man-made 
or natural, that were worshiped as 
gods. Worship him means to worship 
the Lord. 

Verse 8. Zion was a prominent part 
of Jerusalem where David had his 
headquarters. It came to be called 
the "City of David," and finally was 
referred to generally as meaning the 
institution of the Lord. Daughters 01 
Judah means the people of Judah or 
of the kingdom of which the capital 
was Zion. 

Verse 9. Physical and spiritual exal
tation was the subject in the mind of 
the Psalmist. God is above the earth 
as to rank or order of existence, and 
above the idol gods as to spiritual 
importance. 

Verse 10. It is impossible to love and 
hate the same thing. Likewise it is 
impossible to love two things that are 

opposite in their character. Jesus 
taught this in Matthew 6: 24. On the 
basis of this truth, David calls upon 
those who profess to love the Lord 
to prove it by manifesting hate for 
evil. God will preserve the souls of 
the saints, but they may be subjected 
to affliction as to their bodies. Yet if 
they are faithful through it all they 
will finally be delivered. 

Verse 11. Sou,'n means to be spread 
abroad. The statement means that the 
righteous will be provided with light 
or guidance. This instruction will 
bring them gladness because they are 
upright in heart. 

Verse 12. The first 4 words in this 
verse a,re identical with some in Phil. 
3: 1. There is no rejoicing promised to 
any who are not in the Lord and who 
are not thankful to Him. Any apparent 
cause of rejoicing out of the Lord is 
a deception and will bring the persons 
misled thereby to the brink of disap
pointment. 

PSALMS 98 
Verse 1. New song is explained by 

the comments on Ch. 96: 1. Right hand 
and holy arm means that the things 
done by the Lord are right and holy, 
deserving praise. 

Verse 2. Salvation is used in a gen
eral sense and includes the many 
favors that had been bestowed on the 
nation of Israel. Those benefits had 
been so evident that the heathen or 
surrounding nations had observed 
them. 

Verse 3. God never forgets anything 
in the sense we commonly use the 
\yord. Remembered means that God 
considered his past favorable treat
ment of the house of Israel and de
creed to continue the same. That 
treatment of bis people was so evident 
that the people of the earth had been 
made to recognize and acknowledge it. 

Verse 4. Noise in the first instance 
is not in the original, so the sentence 
means for them to make expressions 
of joy for all the goodness of God. In 
the second sentence the word means 
"to break out in joyful sound." 
-Strong. The people were bidden also 
to sing their praises unto the Lord. 

Verse 5. David made and used many 
kinds of musical instruments. He 
sometimes used them alone and at 
other times he used them to accom· 
pany a song of praise to God. In this 
verse he called for the latter use of 
the harp in service to the Lord. 



Psalms 98: 6-100: 2 93 

Verse 6, In this verse the Psalmist 
means two more of his instruments 
and bids his people usc them in praise 
to the Lord. An added motive for 
praising the Lord is indicated by the 
mention of him as King, 

Verse 7. The roaring of the sea 
should be heard as the voice of praise 
to the Lord. He made the sea and the 
world and is entitled to all praise tOI' 

a ll such wonderful works that ex hibit 
his creative power. 

Verse 8, Floods and hills are inani
mate objects; but their importance 
should causo universal gratitude in 
the minds of all Intelligent creatures. 

Verse 9. Before tlte Lord connects 
this verse with the preceding one on 
the subject of gratitude for tbe works 
of creation. The present verse adds 
the thought that the Lord cometh 
(when occasion r equires) to judge the 
earth. His judgment will be righteous, 
for it will be with equity which means 
with fairness. It has a lways been true 
that God is no r especter of persons. 
(Acts 10: 34.) 

PSALMS 99 
Verse 1. Trem ble means to r espect 

the Lord and fenr to do that which 
would violate His reign. Between the 
c.:herubims is a reference to the. ob
jects on the mercy seat in the tabel" 
nacle. The high priest appeared at 
that plnce on one day of the year to 
communicate with God on behalf of 
the congregation. (Ex. 25: 17·22.) 
Earth be m.oved means practically the 
same as tremble in the first part of 
the verse. 

Verse 2. To be great in Zion indio 
cates that the grcatness refers to the 
Lord's pOSition of authority. Zion 
was the headqua r ters of the kingdom 
and the seat of government. That 
position explains how the Lord was 
high above all the people. 

Verse 3. We might be somewhat 
confused at the idea of the Lord's 
name being both terrible and holJ/. 
It will be of inte rest to know that 
the first is from the same original as 
"reverend" in ch. 111: 9. The word 
occurs about 300 times in the Hebrew 
Bible a nd has a wide range of m ean· 
ing. In the present verse it means the 
name of the Lord is worthy to be reo 
spected because it is holy. 

Verse 4. Kings sometimes use their 
strength for evil purposes, but the 
Lord is a king who delights in right· 
eous judgment. Eq1tity means fairness, 

and the Lord executes his authority 
in such a way that every roan receives 
his own share. Jacob is used to denote 
the nation of Israel who descended 
through that great patriarch . 

Verse 5. Man cannot actually prO' 
mote the Lord. The statement means 
to recognize the exaltation of Him and 
praise him because of it. God is in 
Heaven and man is on the earth, 
which is sa id to be the footstool ot 
God. (lsa. 66: 1; M aU. 5: 35.) It 
means that while man is on the earth 
he should worship the Lord in humil· 
ity. 

Verse 6. David cited three special 
servants of God ; Moses was the law
giver, Aaron was high priest and 
Samuel was the firs t naUonal prophet . 
All of these great persons wo rshiped 
God in humility and were favored by 
Him. Certainly, then, all other per
sons should "prostrate fall" at the 
foot of the throne. 

Verse 7. This verse refers to the 
events at Sinai when God came down 
in a cloud and revealed his word to 
Moses and Aaron. They showed thei r 
respect tor that word by faithfully 
observing its ordinances. 

Verse 8. The connection shows that 
David was referring to the idolatry 
committed at Sinai. God caused 3000 
I sraeJites to be slain on account of 
their inventions (the go lden calf), but 
he then blessed the nation. 

Verse 9. &ralt is explained at v. 5. 
Holy hill means Zion where the head
quarters were located materially. In 
its spiritual sense it m eans the in
stitution of God through which divin~ 
worship was offered. 

PSALMS 100 
Verse 1. Noise is not in the original 

but joyful is. The clause means to ex
press joy unto the Lord for all his 
acts of kindness to the children of 
men. All ye lands means a ll the peo
ple of the earth, for they had all been 
benefited by the Lord's favors. 

Verse 2. We should not offer serv
ice to the Lord in the spirit of neces· 
sity, Or just because we think we have 
lo. It is true that we must serve Him 
if we expeet the reward. but it should 
be considered a happy privilege to 
render service to Him who has made 
us and caused us to be what we are. 
These re marks apply to man's general 
relationship to God. The second clause 
of the verse refers especially to his 
conduct when in the religious altitude. 
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At that time it is appropriate to honor 
the Lord in song, that being a part 
of the exercises performed in public 
worship. 

Verse 3. The distinctive meanings 
of Lora and God should be observed 
in the first clause. For the critical in~ 
formation on the subject see my com
ments at ch. 86: 12. David uses the 
distinction between the words as a 
basis of an exhortation. The thought 
is that the One who always existed is 
the one who only has the right to be 
the object ot worship. Such a thought 
should have prevented the Israelites 
from worshiping the heathen gods. 
Furthermore, the Creator of our being 
certainly Is entitled to all of our de
votions. Sheep of his pasture signifies 
that God is able to nourish us. But 
that Is not a ll ; for It we are the sheep 
at His pasture, we have no right nor 
need to t eed in any other pasture. 

Verse 4. A gate is an entrance to a 
city and a court is an enclosure for 
the vicinity of a king or other dignified 
person. It a human being is permitted 
to enter into a city of the King of 
Heaven. and to go even as tar as into 
the final enclosure of his palace. then 
thanksgiving and praise should be 
forthcomIng. 

Verse 5. Many good men are merci· 
ful at times, but the mercy of the 
Lord continues. The truth at the Lord 
will Btand the test of all time. That 
truth does not change. but will bless 
thEl generation that exists now and 
will be allve through the time of the 
generations yet to come and continue 
its blessed effects on all who accept it. 

PSALMS 101 
Verse 1. Judgment Is used here in 

its fundamental sense of justice. The' 
word means a decree or verdict that is 
according to the facts in the case, 
and whether the sentence is supposed 
to be favorable or not. But in such 
cases where the strict justice would 
require an unfavorable sentence, the 
mercy of God would modify it. That 
is why tbe Psalmist would sing of 
both. For the blended attributes of 
God the song of praise was to be of
fered as an expression of sincere 
gratitude. 

Verse 2. The preceding verses 
showed that God tempers justice with 
mercy. However. there must be some 
IndicaUons of wOrthiness before the 
mercy wl11 be extended. The Psalmist 
recognized that principle and prom
ised to behave himself accordingly. 

which would ('onstitute a perfect way. 
On the condition of bis devotion Da
vid appealed to God for divine assis
tance and direction in tbe chosen 
course. 

Verse 3. The promise of this verse 
refers especially to tbe sin of idolatry. 
David hated that evil and pledged 
himselt not to place any idol before 
him as an object to be worshiped or 
adored in any sense. 

Verse 4. Froward means perverse or 
stubborn and David declared he would 
not have such a heart. He also deter· 
mined not to know or recognize a 
wicked person. 

Verse 5. Slandel' is always wrong, 
but it is worse when done privily, 
which means to do done "behind one's 
back." Ir any such man came under 
the knowledge at David he was to be 
cut oft There is not much difference 
between the meaning of high and 
proud. The second refers to the con· 
dition of the heart. and the first shows 
how that condition aitecta the out
ward attitude. David gave his word 
that he would not tolerate such a man 
to be in his presence. 

Verse 6. To be upon means to look 
with favor upon the faithful, and -see 
thnt they have opportunity for dwell
ing in the land under the protection 
of the king. But the Psalmist would 
not accept service from those whose 
way of life was not right. 

Verse 7. Deceit is one form of a lie 
and David would not harbor such a 
character. With all of the fault to be 
found with the Psalmist for his sin 
with another man's wife, he was 
truthful when confronted with the 
facts. He was a lover of truth and 
could not endure the sight of an un
truthful man. 

Verse 8. Early bas no word in the 
original in this verse. Destroy is from 
a word that Is defined by Strong. "to 
extirpate." The city 0/ the Lord means 
the capital city and David proposed 
to defend it by destroying all of the 
wicked enemies. 

PSALMS 102 
Verse 1. This verse is an example 

of the supplication form of prayer. The 
simple word "prayer" means merely an 
address or request offered to God. A 
supplication 1s a request in more ur
gent and earnest terms. 

Verse 2. This verse is similar to 
the preceding one except that it speci
fies the subject of the supplication. 
The Psalmist 1s worried over the 


