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At that time it is appropriate to honor 
the Lord in song, that being a part 
of the exercises performed in public 
worship. 

Verse 3. The distinctive meanings 
of Lora and God should be observed 
in the first clause. For the critical in~ 
formation on the subject see my com
ments at ch. 86: 12. David uses the 
distinction between the words as a 
basis of an exhortation. The thought 
is that the One who always existed is 
the one who only has the right to be 
the object ot worship. Such a thought 
should have prevented the Israelites 
from worshiping the heathen gods. 
Furthermore, the Creator of our being 
certainly Is entitled to all of our de
votions. Sheep of his pasture signifies 
that God is able to nourish us. But 
that Is not a ll ; for It we are the sheep 
at His pasture, we have no right nor 
need to t eed in any other pasture. 

Verse 4. A gate is an entrance to a 
city and a court is an enclosure for 
the vicinity of a king or other dignified 
person. It a human being is permitted 
to enter into a city of the King of 
Heaven. and to go even as tar as into 
the final enclosure of his palace. then 
thanksgiving and praise should be 
forthcomIng. 

Verse 5. Many good men are merci· 
ful at times, but the mercy of the 
Lord continues. The truth at the Lord 
will Btand the test of all time. That 
truth does not change. but will bless 
thEl generation that exists now and 
will be allve through the time of the 
generations yet to come and continue 
its blessed effects on all who accept it. 

PSALMS 101 
Verse 1. Judgment Is used here in 

its fundamental sense of justice. The' 
word means a decree or verdict that is 
according to the facts in the case, 
and whether the sentence is supposed 
to be favorable or not. But in such 
cases where the strict justice would 
require an unfavorable sentence, the 
mercy of God would modify it. That 
is why tbe Psalmist would sing of 
both. For the blended attributes of 
God the song of praise was to be of
fered as an expression of sincere 
gratitude. 

Verse 2. The preceding verses 
showed that God tempers justice with 
mercy. However. there must be some 
IndicaUons of wOrthiness before the 
mercy wl11 be extended. The Psalmist 
recognized that principle and prom
ised to behave himself accordingly. 

which would ('onstitute a perfect way. 
On the condition of bis devotion Da
vid appealed to God for divine assis
tance and direction in tbe chosen 
course. 

Verse 3. The promise of this verse 
refers especially to tbe sin of idolatry. 
David hated that evil and pledged 
himselt not to place any idol before 
him as an object to be worshiped or 
adored in any sense. 

Verse 4. Froward means perverse or 
stubborn and David declared he would 
not have such a heart. He also deter· 
mined not to know or recognize a 
wicked person. 

Verse 5. Slandel' is always wrong, 
but it is worse when done privily, 
which means to do done "behind one's 
back." Ir any such man came under 
the knowledge at David he was to be 
cut oft There is not much difference 
between the meaning of high and 
proud. The second refers to the con· 
dition of the heart. and the first shows 
how that condition aitecta the out
ward attitude. David gave his word 
that he would not tolerate such a man 
to be in his presence. 

Verse 6. To be upon means to look 
with favor upon the faithful, and -see 
thnt they have opportunity for dwell
ing in the land under the protection 
of the king. But the Psalmist would 
not accept service from those whose 
way of life was not right. 

Verse 7. Deceit is one form of a lie 
and David would not harbor such a 
character. With all of the fault to be 
found with the Psalmist for his sin 
with another man's wife, he was 
truthful when confronted with the 
facts. He was a lover of truth and 
could not endure the sight of an un
truthful man. 

Verse 8. Early bas no word in the 
original in this verse. Destroy is from 
a word that Is defined by Strong. "to 
extirpate." The city 0/ the Lord means 
the capital city and David proposed 
to defend it by destroying all of the 
wicked enemies. 

PSALMS 102 
Verse 1. This verse is an example 

of the supplication form of prayer. The 
simple word "prayer" means merely an 
address or request offered to God. A 
supplication 1s a request in more ur
gent and earnest terms. 

Verse 2. This verse is similar to 
the preceding one except that it speci
fies the subject of the supplication. 
The Psalmist 1s worried over the 
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trouble that his enemies were caus
ing him. H e appeals to the Lord in 
earnest tones to aesist bim. 

Verse 3. or course we will under
stand tbis verse to be figurative. David 
used the strong language to illustrate 
tbe great distress bis enemies bad 
forced upon blm. 

Verse 4. This means that he did 
not have the heart to face the situa
tion without the belp of the Lord. 
It had even taken hie appetite which 
Is what he meant by be words forget 
to eat n~y bread In tbe close of the 
verse. 

Verse 5; This 13 another highly 
figurative passage. r eferring to David's 
miserable experiences. But the thought 
will be grasped more readily by trans
posing the two clauses ot the verse. 
The idea 1s that on account of the 
condition ot his skin and bones, his 
voice gave way to groaning. 

Verses 6, 7. These fowls are some
what "on their owo" and isolated. 
They are Jiable to meet up with some 
hostile creatures, so that their hours 
have to be taken up in ' being COD
stantly and nervously on the alert. 

Verse 8. To r eproach means to s peak 
evil with the intent to slander one. 
To be mad is to rave about another. 
David's enemies were so determined 
to slander him that they gave way to 
rage, and declared with an oath that 
they would oppose him. 

Verse 9. Ashes were used in ancient 
times to indicate distress or great 
humiliation. David uses the word 
figuratively by saying he had t~ eat 
them. Partaking ot drink was a 
desirable act In itself, but the oppo
sition of his enemIes caused the 
Psalmist to weep while partaking of 
the blessing. 

Verse 10. David attributed his un
pleasant experiences to the Lord; that 
is. he believed the Lord suftered the 
enemies to oppose him as a test of 
his faith. He never found fault with 
the Lord for such treatment, but fre
quently lamented over it and entreated 
that the aJIUctiotls might be lifted or 
lessened. 

Verse 11. This verse is a figurative 
description of David's trials. Decli'neth 
is from NATAH and Strong defines it. 
"to stretch Or spread out." The idea 
is that as the lengthening or a shadow 
indicates the approach of the day's 
end. so DavId compared it to his own 
declining day of lite under the oppres
sion of his enemIes. He made a like 
comparIson to the withering grass that 

yielded to the depressing etrect of 
heat. 

Verse 12. The endurance of the 
Lord encouraged David to look for 
mercy in his amicUons. for He ever 
remembers his faithful servants. 

Verse 13. Zion was said in reference 
to the nation because that spot was 
the headquarters. It Is interesting to 
note that David usually associated his 
own interests with those of his people 
and country. He expressed the hope 
that God would a'rise or "show him
self" on behalf of the nation because 
the need for it had come. 

Verse 14. Stones and dust were ma
terials of the capital city. The citizens 
of the city had sincere love far the 
great city of God; so much so that 
even the dust taIling from its stones 
was dear to them. 

Verse 15. The heathen were the 
foreign nations that surrounded Israel. 
They were to fear the name of the 
Lord, which means they would see 
the mighty workS performed under 
that holy Dame and would be led to 
respect it. 

Verse 16. Butrd up means to defend 
and strengthen. DaVid believed that 
the Lord would do that for Zion and 
that it would thus be an exhibition of 
His glory. 

Verse 17. Des-pise m eans to belitt1e 
or ignore. God will not ignore the 
prayer of the destitute or needy. but 
will attend to their requirements in 
his own way of wisdom. 

Verse 18. The reference from this 
verse correctly cites Rom. 15: 4. The 
things God did to his ancIent people 
were first for their own benefit. Then 
he caused an account of them to be 
written for the oeneratiCm, to con~e for 
the purpose expressed by the apostle 
Paul. The motive stated by the apostle. 
that we might have hope, is similar in 
thought to the one in the present 
verse, that people would be led to 
praise God. 

Verse 19. Sanctuary means any holy 
place or where some holy person oc
cupies his place. The religious Insti
tution on earth is one such place, but 
this verse refers to the one in Heaven, 
hence the phrase he'ight 0/ his sanc
tuary. 

Verse 20. This verse gives the pur
pose of the preceding one. God does 
not actually have to look in order to 
obtain information. The language sim
ply means that God concerned him
self on behalf of his servants, and 
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gave a merciful ear to thetr groaning. 
He further determined to g ive reli ef 
by de livering his atHictp.d ones from 
oppressi on. 

Verse 21. Not only does the Lord 
wish to take the side of his mistreated 
servants, but will also see that His 
name is recognized in Zion. the par
ticular spot in J erusalem that was the 
headquarters of the holy nation. 

Verse 22. The objectives mentioned 
in the two preceding verses will be 
attained when the present verse is 
carried out. It is only when peopl~ 
recognize the Lord's authority and reo 
spect his kingdom, that h e will extend 
his favors to them. 

Verse 23. David again took up the 
'subject of his personal afflictions. 
Shortened is from a word that Strong 
says bas both a literal and figurative 
meaning. Figuratively it would mean 
to cut off some of the enjoyment of 
his days. That was done by suffering 
his enemies to oppose blm for the 
purpose of testing his faith. 

Verse 24. God had no beginning and 
will have no ending in his existence. 
H e therefore Is prepared to extend the 
Ute of his servants according to his 
judgment and mercy. The Psalmist 
expressed another of his earnest pleas 
to God for his favor. 

Verses 25-28. I have grouped these 
verses into one paragraph because 
they are thus grouped in Heb. 1: 10-12. 
The connection in that place shows 
that Christ Is the one spoken of. The 
present verse is a prophecy of Christ 
and the Psalmist made it as an in· 
spired prophet. But while he may 
not have intended it as a change In 
subject, it at first appears so to us. 
Upon close consideration we will see 
a connection In thought. The writer 
had just mentioned the endless exist
ence of God; that time would not 
bring any changes in Him. It was an 
appropriate place to speak of another 
person whose work would outlive the 
existence of material thtngs. That 
person was Christ and his work would 
be the great institution of his king· 
dom that was to stand forever. (Dan. 
2: 44.) 

PSALMS 103 
Verse 1. ,Vhen Vles s is used to· 

wards the Lord it means to praisf> 
and adore Him as the source of all 
blessings. In the language of the 
familiar Doxology: "Prai!!e God, from 
whom all blessings floW ." Soul as 
used here means the entire living 
beln~ which is why the Psalmi$t 

added the specification in the second 
clause ot the verse. 

Verse 2. The close of the preceding 
verse stipulated the entirety of man's 
being should bless the Lord. This 
verse Indicates the reason for such 
praise to the Lord, that it is on ac
count of the benefits received. Forget 
not nlen-ns not to be inattentive to . 
not merely that tlH~ facts have "slipped 
the memory." When man fatls to give 
proper consideration to the goodness 
of God it is as bad as if he had entirely 
forgotten it 

Verse 3. The emphaSis in this verse 
should be on the pronoun who and not 
on the word all. Other passages teach 
that forgiveness for sin is offered on 
certain conditions. and that disease is 
healed only when the Lord 's will calls 
for it. But the thought of the Psal· 
mist is that when these favors are 
bestowed upon man, the Lord should 
receive a ll the credit and praise for it. 

Verse 4. One way to redeem a thing 
is to prevent the condition threatened. 
Those who are faithful to God wtIl be 
protected from the destruction in· 
tended by the enemies. To Cro'Um 
means to bestow abundantly the good 
things considered. Tbe faithful serv
ants of God will thus be given the 
kindness that springs from divine 
love, and the mercy that is prompted 
by His tender or mUd regard for his 
children. 

Verse 5. The Lord does not always 
give us what we may think we should 
have. But he will give us that which 
actually satis/ieth, which means to 
leave no real want of goOd. thing.'l. 
These good things of life are what 
wiIl sustain our ex istence. No man 
will actually be made or be kept 
young. However, if the Lord sustains 
him he will be kept comparatively 
young and strong. Like the ea.gle's 
is a comparison drawn from the en· 
during strength of that mighty bird. 
Funk and Wagnalls' Bible Dictionary 
says that the eagle is used as a figure 
of various traits. Strength is one 
quality mentioned and Isa. 40: 31 
would justify the figure. 

Verse 6. Judgment refel's to the 
relief due those who are oppressed 
unjustly. It will be done accord Ing to 
the Lord's righteousness. 

Verse 7. Ways is trolll a lIebl'ew 
word that means "a course of Ufe 01' 

mode of action," and acts is from one 
that means "an exploit of God." The 
verse means that God used Moses to 
teach the people how they should live, 
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and he performed his own great deeds 
in the s ight of the cb i1dren of Is rael 
for their example and information. 

Verse 8. Merciful means to be less 
exacting with another than his con
duct demands, Gracious indicates the 
disposition to be pleasantly considerate 
toward one who is supposed to be 
lower in runk or deserts. A person 
might let his debtor off with less than 
he deserved, yet do so with a haughty 
attitude. God is both merCiful and 
,gracious, combining the two very de
sirable traits. Plenteous in mercy de
notes that God does not merely show 
his debtor's some reduction in his 
just demands , but the reduction he 
grants them is great which would 
amount to a great sacrifice when 
measured by justice. 

Verse 9. The two clauses at this 
verse have practically the same mean
ing, but the second one should be 
considered firs t. Since God does not 
keep (cherish or hold to as with a 

. grudge) his anger forever, h e there
fore will n ot be always chastising his 
servants. He corrects his children for 
their good a nd Is prompted thereto by 
his love. 

Verse 10. The simple force of this 
verse Is that God does not deal with 
mankind to the extent that his wrongs 
deserve. If It were not for the mercy 
ot the Lord, no man could exist for a. 
single moment. 

Verse 11. Here we have some ma
terial things to measure the imma
terial. The height of the heaven or 
sky above the earth is taken to com
pare the greatness at God's mercy. But 
it must n ot be overlooked that 8uch 
mercy is promised only toward then~ 
that fear h im., which means to them 
who show Him the proper respect. 

Verse 12. This is similar to the 
preceding ve rse in the nature at its 
illustration. That ver se compared the 
height or greatness or God's mercy ; 
this one shows the completeness of 
di vine torgl veness. When God "for· 
gives" he a )so "forgets." 

Verse 13. An explanaUon is given 
why God Is so complete in his favors. 
The comparison is made to the re
lationship of parent a nd child: but 
again the proviso should not be over· 
looked. The abundant mercies of the 
Lord are (or them that tear him. 

Verse 14. Frame is from a word 
that is defined "form." specifically 
the hUman form or body. God r eal1zes 
that man's body is at the d·use which 
is another word for "earth." As man's 

body is of tha t origin it is inclined to 
uncertainty in conduct and God takes 
that into consideration in his dealings 
with human beings. 

Verse 15. The connection shows the 
remarks in this and the following 
verse apply to the earthly part of 
man. His body came from t he ground, 
the place that also supports vegetation. 
H ence his existence in the flesh is 
subject to the same conditions that 
cause the plants to flourish and take 
On the appearance of st rength. 

Verse 16. This does not mean that 
the passing of the wind r emoves man. 
but that his fleshly existence is as 
unce rtain and comparatively short
lived as the passl ng of a breeze. It s 
place shall not know it means that 
man will not again be seen in the 
place where he once lived on the earth. 
( See comments at Job 7: 9, 10.) 

Verse 17. Fro ln everlasting to ever
lasU11(J means without beginning or 
end. But mercy is a favor shown to 
man, and he did have a beginning. 
The sta tement means that the quality 
of love and pity and mercy 1s a fixed 
attribute of God and hence it always 
exis ted . But the application of it came 
only after there was a man who 
needed the favor. And again we 
should note tha t it is limited to the-rr~ 
t hat tear him. There never was and 
never will be a time or place when 
God would not do right. Righteous
ness is used in reference to the bene
fits that it brings to generation after 
generation. 

Verse 18. The favor mentioned In 
the close of the preceding verse is 
here based on condition that they 
k eep his covenant. The additional 
though t is given that they remember 
his commandmen ts in a particular 
way; that they do them. 

Verse 19. H eavens is plural and i s 
used as a form of emphasis. It ind i
cates that God 's throne is high, and 
for that reason his kingdom is over 
all other kingdoms. 

Verse 20. See the comments at V. 1 
on bless. E xcel in strength, refers to 
the various ranks of the angels. We 
are not told how or why some angels 
are above others, we are only made to 
know that they are. The term archan
gel (1 Th. 4: 16) indicates a distinction 
in the rank and importance of some, 
and Jude 6 does the same. Our verse 
calls upon these greatest of the angels 
to bless the Lora. Do his command· 
m.ents, etc. The Bible does not inform 
us just what laws a re placed over the 
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angels, but this passage clearly shows 
that they are under law. And that 
fUrther agrees with the fact that 
angels are capable of sinning. (2 Pe. 
2: 4.) 

Verse 21. This verse is a general 
call for all classes of the Lord's crea
tures to bless him. A moUve is BUg· 
gested in the phrase do his pleasu.re. 
'fhls means they do things that please 
Him and do so tor tbat purpose. 

Verse 22. The call is made still 
more general and bids the works of 
creation all to express praise. This is 
not a new thought with the Psalmist, 
it Is the same as expressed at Ch. 19: 
1. The chapter closes with the same 
words with which it began, bless the 
Lord, 0 my soul; see the comments at 
that place. 

PSALlIIS 104-
Verse 1. This verae starts with the 

same expression as Ch. 103: 1, and I 
request the reader to see my comments 
at that place. Honour has special ref· 
erence to grandeur of appearance, 
and majesty refers especially to dig· 
nity. 

Verse 2. To be covered with any· 
thing means to be completely sur· 
rounded by it. When l1ght is used 
flguratively it meaDS that which is 
good, pure and truthful. The Lord is 
thus equipped and hence he is prop· 
erly possessed of power. This power 
gave him the ability to hold up the 
heavens or parts of the universe as 
easily as if they were so many cur· 
tains in the hands ot a human being. 

Verse 3. The clauses of this verse 
are figurative, and are intended to 
show the ea.se with which God man· 
ages the parts of His creation. The 
deep waters, the soaring clouds and 
the boisterous winds would baffle the 
limited power of man. But the great 
One who brought them into existence 
controls all with infinite might. 

Verse 4. Happily the apostle Paul 
comments on this verse in Heb. 1: 7. 
And verses 13, 14 of that chapter as 
well as the general connection, shows 
the passage bas direct reference to 
the intelligent beings who live in 
Heaven with God. The Psalmist meant 
to show some more at the power or 
authority of ~d in tbat he had such 
control over these angels. For in· 
stance, he was able to use them as 
spirits (1 Ki. 22; 19-24). or to make a 
flaming fire out of them (Ex. 3: 2). 
However, even in tbus controlling 
these celestial creatures, God was be-

stowing a great bonor upon tbem, 
which was the point the writer of 
Hebrews was making. 

Verse 6. We do not think of the 
earth as having a foundation in the 
ordinary sense of that word. The verse 
has the idea that the existence of the 
earth is well founded as It is sustained 
by the almighty power ot its Creator. 

Verse 6. God"s knowledge and con· 
trol ot the works or creation is tbe 
theme r unning through several verses. 
The mighty ocean as It envelOps the 
earth presents as easy a task in the 
Lord's bands as the handling of a gar· 
ment would be in the grasp of a man. 
See a similar thought in the comments 
at V. 2. The waters stood, etc, refers 
to the flood in the days at Noah. At 
that time they were said to nave been 
15 cubits above the mountains. (Gen. 
7: 20.) 

Verse 7. At thy reb'uke they fled 
refers to the fact recorded in Gen. 
8: 1, etc. 

Verse 8. This refers to the further 
abatement of the waters of the flood. 
Atter the bulk of the water had been 
driven away by the wind (similar to 
Gen. 1: 6, 7), the rest of it sought. its 
original places in the valleys which 
God had founded for thent. 

Verse 9. Set a bound is the same as 
Ger •. s: 22. 

Verse 10. The residue of the flood 
waters was to serve the needs of 
living creatures. In order to do so it 
was necessary to have springs and 
running streams. 

Verse 11. Man needed the services 
of the beasts and that made it neces· 
sary to sustain these dumb creatures 
with tbe water. 

Verse 12. The fowls were to furnish 
food tor man, also be used in sacrifice 
to God. It was thus needful that they 
likewise be supplied with water. 

Verse 13. From his chambers Is a 
figure of speech, referring to the great 
bounty and storehouse of God, "from 
whom all bleSSings flow." 

Verse 14. This verse Is more speCific 
and includes much the same 11st of 
good things as was mentioned in Gen. 
S: 22 regarding the continuance of the 
seasons. 

Verse 15. The products that are 
named in this verse are necessary for 
the use of man. Those products, how
ever, could not have been provided 
naturally after the destructive volUme 
of the flood came upon the earth had 
the Lord not been able and willing 
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to take control of the situation and 
turn everything to good account. 

Verse 16. This verse considers some 
items of vege tation that are greater 
than the herbs of the t\eld. These serve 
mankind in various ways; frutt, build
ing material, beauty and shade all 
come from the wonderful plant that 
towers above all other plants. 

Verse 17. Not only do the trees 
serve man directly in the manner 
mentioned in the preceding verse, but 
they make shelter for birds which 
also serve man. 

Verse 18. The Psalmist somewhat 
departs from the condltlons in and 
after the flood. He Is concerned with 
the great works of God as they have 
always been trom the creation. The 
perfect adaptation of the various paTts 
of creation to the dif'terent kinds of 
living creatures is the thought in this 
verse. For Instance, the wild goats 
are "at home" while scrambling over 
the hills, while the coney, being a 
small and less rugged animal, would 
prefer finding its home in the clefts 
of the rocks. 

Verse 19. One shade of meaning ot 
the original for appoitLted is "to use." 
The thought is that the mOOD was 
depended upon to set the dates for 
certain seasons. For an example, the 
months of the Jewish calendar were 
started by the moon as it came "new." 
(1 Sam. 20: 24-27.) The argument of 
David Is that God has such control 
of the moon that he could rely on It 
to signal the season ot period called 
the month. The feasts and other 
rituals of the Jewish worship were to 
be at regular intervals, and it they 
were to be regulated as to date by the 
moon, then the changes of that body 
would have to be rellable. The ap
pearances of the sun also would need 
to be according to God's wIsh. 

Verse 20. In strictness of speech, 
darkness does not have to be "made." 
It is a negative condition and is 
merely the absence at light. In the 
passage we are considering the Psalm
ist is discussing God's power to man
age the things of the universe, In
cluding the "gOing down" of the sun. 
That condition was necessary in order 
to brIng the rest in sleep for the 
comfort and welfare of living crea
tures. 

Vese 21. The darkness is seen to be 
an advantage to some of the beasts 
which God created. The lions find tbe 
night Ume the best for their necessi ty 

and they unconsciously roar the 
praises of the Maker or all things. 

Verse 22. Arter the 110ns have cap
tured their prey under cover of dark
ness, they may confidently use the 
light of tbe sun to deposit it In their 
dens. 

Verse 23. This verse was written be
fore the days of "24.-hour" programs 
in the indUstria} world. The Lord 
designed the day as the time for work, 
and the darkness of night as best 
adapted for sleep and rest. That 1s 
why we have such expressions as are 
in John 9: 4; 11: 9; 12: 35. I realize 
that Jesus was using the words figura
tively, but all figures or speech are 
based on some 11 teral fact. 

Verse 24. This verse Is a fitting 
summing up of the great works of the 
Lord. Having specified some of them. 
the Psalmist concludes with this gen
eral statement regarding the products 
ot the land and tbeir several uses. 

Verse 25. Passing from the wonders 
of the dry land. David takes up the 
vast realm of the seas that occupies 
most at the surface at the globe. 
Creeping is from an original with 
more general meaning than we are 
accustomed to give to It. The word 
merely means to move. and reters to 
a11 living things that go from place 
to place on their own power. That 
would include the fish as well as 
mammals that Jive in the ocean. 

Verse 26. The ocean is so formed 
that man can travel on its bosom, 
wblle in lts vastness underneath, the 
leviathan (some kind of large water 
animal) can play (be perfectly at 
home) and move about at will. 

Verse 27. These as a pronoun refers 
to the leviathans mentioned in the 
preceding verse. They are powerful 
creatures. Yet they must wait upon 
God. or depend on him. 

Verse 28. Openest thine hana Is un
derstood to refer to the handiwork of 
God in providing for the needs ot 
these living things. 

Verse 29. This verse is to show the 
dependence of even the sea monsters 
upon God. When (or it) He hides 
his tace. these creatures are troubled 
because of their helplessness. Should 
this desertion continue it would result 
in the death of them, and they would 
return to the source from which they 
were formed. (Gen. 3: 19.) 

Verse 30. This verse is very general, 
because all things were created by the 
power and through the spirit of God. 
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To renew means to enliven and keep 
alive the things belonging to the face 
of the earth. In other words. God 
started the existence of all thIngs, and 
he it is who keeps them in existence. 

Verse 31. 'When God had finished 
his creative work he declared it was 
"very good" (Gen. 1: 31 ). He has 
never changed his estimate of the 
great works. That is why David here 
says the glory of the Lord sha ll en
au.re fOT et;"eT. The additiona l thOUght 
is given to strengthen the one just 
expressed in that the Lord shall re
joice in his works. 

Verse 32. Trcm.bleth and S'fltO lfe are 
figures of speech, meaning t he com
plete dependence of all the earth upon 
God. 

Ver se 33. The greatness of the 
works and goodness of God caused 
David to sing praises. This vow was 
made in view of the many excellencies 
of which be had been wr iting. 

Verse 34. Not only would the Psalm
is t audibly s ing the praises of God , 
but he would medita te upon them 
when alone. This was according to 
what he wrote jn ch. 1: 2. 

Verse 35. The sinners in this par
ticlar connection would be those who 
do not appreciate the wonderful works 
at God. Dav id cons idered them as 
unworthy to live in the enjoyment of 
the blessings of the Lord. 

PSALMS 105 
Verse. 1. Th is verse has two sep· 

ara te though ts. Man should thank 
God for his favors, then show his 
appreciation tor such deeds of benefit 
by making them known among the 
people. J esus taught the same lesson 
in Matt. 5: 16. But in that case the 
matters were to be made known be· 
fore the world by the Ji ves of those 
benefited by the favors. 

Verse 2. The s inging and talking 
Ulat David called for was not to be 
mere words. There was a subject tha t 
was to be the basis for all the expres
sions and that was the wondrous 
works of God, manifested for the bene
fit of the creatures of His care. 

Verse 3. Another instance is seen 
in this verse where the moUve was to 
be the background of the action. A 
desire to glory in the name of God 
was urging the persons to Rec k thl ! 
Lord. When such was the motive for 
the action, the Psalmist wished for 
them a heart filled with s incere r e
joicing. 

Verse 4. This means to seek the 
strength that comes from the Lord. 
No man can a ctually see the face of 
God and live (Ex. 33: 20), but the 
word is used in the sense of favor. 
Seek to be in favor with God by dOing 
that which will please him. 

Verse 5. '1'he wonderful doings of 
God are not confined to the acts of 
material creation. His judgments a lso 
are marvelous, which means hls deal· 
ings with the conduct of huma n beings. 
When the Lord passes judgment upon 
the activities of man. whether favor· 
able or unfavorable, they are marve
lous in wisdom and fairness. 

Verse 6. The seed Of Abralw.m. a nd 
the children of J acob refer to the same 
people. \Vhen GOd called upon Abra
ham to leave h is native la nd he obeyed 
and received the title of servant. When 
Jacob begat the 12 sons and they be
canlC numerous enough to compose a 
nation, then God chose them to be
come a nation as his peculiar posses
sion. 

Verse 7. See the comments at eh. 
86: 12 for explanation of Lon), and 
GOd. Judymtmfs are the verdicts or 
decisions of God, and they affect the 
conduct of aU mankind. 

Verse 8. God never forgets as we 
commonly use that word. The s tate
ment here means t hat he had I'es pect 
unto his covenant and always kept his 
word with the chtldren of men. 'We 
might inquire why speak of "keeping" 
a word that He had cornl1wndedf It 
is because the promises of God were 
made on condition of obedi ence to 
the commandments. 

Verses 9, 10. These verses s hould be 
grouped into one paragraph because 
of the unity of thought. V..' hen fat rly 
considered, the passage throws much 
light on the subject of the length of 
the sojourn in Egypt. For detailed 
dis cussion at the matter see my com
ments a t 1 Chr. 16: 16, 17 in Volume 
2 of this Commentary. 

Verse 11. Since Abraham was the 
firs t one called, he was the one to 
whom the promise was made as to the 
possession of the land. The pl'onoun 
your is directly addressed by David to 
the people of his day. He is telling 
them that the Jand of Canaan Is 
theirs by lot by right of inheritance, 
s ince they were deRcended from Abra· 
ham. 

Verse 12. In the beginning of their 
livIng in Canaan they were few in 
number. Even as late as t.he time of 
Jacob and they were about to enter 
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the country of Egypt, they numbered 
only 70 souls according to the ac
count in G€n. 46 : 27. 

Verses 13-15. This paragraph is a 
reference to some facts that arc 
clearly set out in the following pas
sages: Gen. 12: 11-20; 20: 1-16; 26: 6-
11. 

Verse 16. Called for (t famine shows 
that the famine in Egypt was a mira
culous one. The re could not be a 
natural tamine in that country because 
the annual overflow of the Nile in· 
s ured the moisture needed for the 
crops. That was why a mirculous 
famine had to be called jor when the 
Lord had use for one in h is plans. 

Verse 17. The s imple facts of the 
hlstory are recorded in the book of 
Genesi s and would not need to be re
peated in all of their de tails. How· 
ever, some observations may profitably 
be made. Sent a MAN is significant as 
a contrast with t he divine agency of 
the famine. God wished to employ a 
human agency in conjunction with 
His own work. 

Verse 18. The original hIstory of 
this verse is in Gen. 39 : 20 and 40: 3. 
Those passages indicate that these 
l etters of fron were not a llowed to 
r emain on Joseph. He was given 
charge of the other prisoners which 
could scarcely be of a ny avail if he 
were hampered with the metallic 
shackles. 

Verse 19. His word came refers to 
the inte rpreting of Pharaoh's dream. 
When he was wanted for that purpose 
he was released from prison and never 
went back to it. The last clause of 
the verse means that it was in ac
cordance with the word of the Lord 
for J oseph's faith to be tested. That 
test went with him through those 
years that had been forgotten by the 
butler. (Gen. 40 and 41.) 

Verse 20. This was King Pharaoh 
who had some dreams that t.roubled 
him. H a ving been informed of J oseph's 
former work of interpretin g dreams, 
th e king sent for him that he might 
obtain a like servi ce. That plan would 
make it necessary to r emove the 
prison sentence from J osepb hence the 
ve rse says he let him yo free. 

Verse 21. Joseph was given the 
management of the c rops for distri · 
bution among thc veople during the 
famine predicted by the dreams of 
Pharaoh. 

Verse 22. Bind hi.~ 'll 'rin-ces does not 
refer to any literal bonds that J oseph 

was to fasten on Pharaoh's princes 
fo r be never dl d anything of that 
\dnd. It m eans that Joseph was given 
a uthority over the people of Egypt. 
"Only in the throne will I be g reater 
than thou" (Gen. 41: 40). was the 
sense in which Joseph was to bind the 
princes. 

Verse 23. I srae l and Jacob are the 
same, the two names being used to 
make the identification easier. Land of 
Harn was Egypt accord ing to P s. 78: 
51. That was because the Inferior 
nations came from Ham (Gen. 9: 25: 
10: 6, 7), and the Egypti ans were of 
the lower grade of nations when com· 
pared with descendents of Shem and 
J apheth. 

Verse 24. Tbe history of thIs verse 
is in Ex. 1: 7. The Israelites increased 
in spite ot, not by the help of, the 
Egyptians. 

Verse 25. He (God) turned their 
(the Egyptians') heart to hate his 
(God's) people. This hatred was 
prompted by envy and fear. They could 
not bear to see the Israelites so pros
perous; also they feared they migh t 
become strong enough to rise up in 
rebellion. Dealt 8ubWly means they 
were treacherous a nd dis honest in 
their trea tment of I srael. 

Verse 26. Moses was sent to be the 
leader for the people in their escape 
from the land of E gypt. Aaron was 
sent to work with Moses and to be bis 
spokesman. 

Verse 27. 1'hey m eans Moses and 
Aaron. They WOrked together in per
forming the miracles that were to 
convince the IsraeJites firs t, then to 
bring about their enforced freedom. 

Verse 28. R ebelled not Is rendered 
"would not heed" in Moffatt's trans
lation. and the context justifies that 
wording. We know the E gyptians 
would not submit to God's demands 
even at the plague of darkness. 

Verse 29. This verse refers to one 
of the plagues sent 011 the Egyptians 
when they refused to let the children 
of Israel go. The his tory of it is In 
Ex. 7 : 17-21. 

Verse 30. This was the 2nd plague 
upon Pharaoh and his people. See Ex. 
8: 5·7 for the original account to 
which this verse applies. 

Verse 31. Since all of t ill.; history 
is so comp1etely g iven in the book of 
Exodus, the query might arise why 
the Psalmis t took up so m uch space 
repeating it. No spec1fic statement can 
be cited in the Bible as an answer. 
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We know, however, that many hun
dreds of years had gone by since those 
things occurred. In repeating them in 
such detail, David showed not only 
that the account of the transactions 
in Egypt was preserved down to his 
time, but that be believed it to be 
true. and that the Lord was worthy to 
be praised for the great work. The 
original account of this verse is in 
Ex. 8. 

Verse 32. This was a regular thun
derstorm with lightning. The marvel
ous pbase of the case was the fact 
that it came at a specified time, and 
In Egypt where even an ordinary 
rain would have been regarded as 
wonderful. 

Verse 33. Brake the trees means the 
foliage and fruit was str ipped oft the 
trees, not the body of the tree being 
broken down. In Ex. 9: 25 the t rees 
were said to be broken, but in Ch. 10: 
15 of that book it says that the locusts 
ate the fruit of the trees "which the 
ball had left." 

Verses 34, 35. This paragraph is 
practically explained jn the preceding 
one. 

Verse 36. The firstborn of the 
Egyptians were the ones smitten. This 
distinction is made to prevent con
fusion over the pronouns later on in 
the chapter. 

Verse 37. The pronouns in this 
verse refer to the chtldren of Israel. 
The silver and gold was given them 
by the Egyptians, and the account is 
in Ex. 11: 2, 3; 12: 35, 36. 

Verse 38. Egypt was glad when they 
departed. This clause will be better 
understood and appreCiated if the stu
dent will read Ex. 12: 31-33 and the 
enUre connection. The readiness at 
Pharaoh to let the Israelites go was 
not from conviction that he was wrong 
and they were right. It was purely a 
selfish move on his part and was 
prompted by his desf I'e to get rid at a 
troublous element tbat he could not 
manage. 

Verse 39. The account now passes 
from the original encampment at the 
I sraelites and is describing some 
scenes in the march. The description 
at this unusual cloud is in Ex. 13: 21, 
22; 14: 19, 24, which I request the 
student to read again, 

Verse 40 The scene changes again, 
and the children ot Israel are across 
the Red Sea and journeying in the 
wilderness. Their tendency toward 
murmuring was evident very otten. 

They complained that they lacked food 
and God gave it to them by miracle. 
The history of this verse is In Ex. 16 
where the reader may see the goodness 
of God. 

Verse 41. The next complaint was 
because of a shortage of water to 
drink. In Ex. 17 is an account at the 
provision which the Lord made tor 
them on this subject. 

Verses 42-45. These clOSing verses 
ot the chapter are in the nature of a 
general summing up, hence I have 
grouped them into one paragraph. 
The Lord remembered means he had 
respect tor the promise he had made 
to Abraham. That promise included 
all of the good things already done 
for the Israelites, as have been de
tailed in this chapter, and also the 
ones to come as indicated in this 
paragraph. 

PSALMS 106 
Verse 1. There is nothing new in 

this verse in addition to the oft-re
peated call tor praise to GOd. How
ever, we can never be reminded too 
many times that the Lord is worthy 
to be praised. Let us note also that 
David's call fOr praise was not a mere 
expression at sentiment without some 
practical' motive for it. In tbts verse 
the reason given is the mercy ot the 
Lord that endureth for ever. 

Verse 2. We are sure DavId means 
that no one can tully utter or describe 
the mighty acts of the Lord. It is 
practically the same idea in the second 
clause. 

Verse 3. This means that they are 
blessed who show thei r good judg
ment by always doing tha t which is 
according to the Lord's law of right
eousness_ 

Verse 4. The Psalmist dId not ask 
for any "favoritism" from the Lord. 
He wIshed only the Bame favors that 
the people of the nation received. 

Verse 5. See the good of thy chosen 
meant he asked to see the gOOd things 
being bestowed upon God's chosen 
people. It is virtually the saIne thought 
that was expressed in the preceding 
verse and the comments oft'ered at 
that place. 

Verse 6. The Psalmist was consis· 
tent in classing himself with the pea· 
pIe in general. He had asked only for 
the kind of tavors that the people re· 

. cet ved. Now he places himself on a 
level with them regarding the mis· 
takes of lite. 
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Verse 7. A glance at the history In 
the book of Exodus will tell us why 
David wrote this verse. Understood 
not means the fathers did not can· 
Sider al1 the wondertul works of 
God. They seemed to "take them for 
granted," and thus they underesti
mated their importance. This lack at 
appreciation led them to act foolishly 
and provoke the Lord who was being 
so good to them in spite at their 
indifference. 

Verse 8. Their disobedience did not 
cause God to desert them. His own 
name was at stake and be took care of 
them, thus showing to the nations 
near them that He was more powerful 
than all their gods to which t hey gave 
such frantic devotion. 

Verse 9. When an inanimate object 
like a sea is rebuked it means that it 
was taken charge of by One who was 
able to control It. This rebuke was 
in the form of a "strong east wind," 
and the original account of it is given 
in Ex. 14: 21. 

Verse 10. This verse Is a brief rerer
ence to the thing accomplished by the 
act in opening the Red Sea tor the 
IsraeHtes. then closing it upon the 
Egyptians. 

Verse 11. This language is very def
inite. Sometimes a stalement may be 
made about the fate of a group. If the 
thing said to be done affected the 
group as a whole. the language will be 
worded in a general way even it some 
individual exceptions existed. But in 
this case we are to understand there 
were no exceptions. Not one 01 then"to 
was permitted to escape. Ex. 14: 6 
states that Pharaoh tOok his people 
"with him." So we know that the king 
at Egypt perished in the Red Sea to-
gether with his people. 

Verse 12. The pronouns they stand 
tor the Israelites. They believed his 
words then; which means just as they 
got across the Red Sea. Satl.{J his 
praise refers to the "song of deliver· 
ance" which is recorded in Exodus 15. 

Verse 13. Scarcely had they reached 
the east shore of the sea when they 
torgot the wonderful works of God. 
They murmured because of the un· 
savory taste of the water. Waited 
not for his counsel means they 
"jumped to the conclusion" that they 
were to sutter tor want of drinking 
water, without waiting to seek coun· 
sel or instruction from God. 

Verse 14. Even after this emergency 
was met, the people continued to com· 
plain and call for further things of 

life that they claimed they needed to 
preserve themselves. 

Verse 15. God gave the Israelites 
the quail tor flesh because of their 
murmuring. Sent leanness refers to 
the sickness that came upon them 
even whHe they were eating the tood. 
See' the account of this in Num. 11: 
31·33. 

Verse 16. This verse takes us down 
to the time when Korah and his con
federates rebelled against Moses and 
Aaron on account of theIr authority. 
(Num. 16: 1.) 

Verse 17. This fact Is recorded in 
Num. 16: 30·34. 

Verse 18. Following up the history 
as it was in the making, this verse 
wUJ refer to Num. 16: 35 which records 
the miraculous fire that destroyed 
these princes. 

Verse 19. Horeb and Sinai are the 
same general location. The first is 
the place as a whole and the second 
is the peak; but the two words are 
used interchangeably In the Bible. It 
was there that the children of Israel 
made the idol in the form of a calf. 
It is here called a n~olten im.age which 
means jt was cast. Ex. 32: 4 agrees 
with this only it gives an additional 
item. The calf was first molten or 
cast "in the Tough," then it was 
shaped more perfectly with the en
graving tool. 

Verse 20. Changed. is from MUWR 
which Strong defines, "a primitive 
root ; to alter; by implication to bar
te r, to dispose of." The glory of God 
cannot actually be changed or altered. 
The statement means that the Israel. 
ites gave up their glorying and praise 
for God and gave it to the idol which 
they had made with their own hands. 

Verse 21. They forgat does not 
mean their memory failed them. It 
had been only a few months since 
they had seen those great works of 
God and the mind at a human being 
does not forget that soon. The word 
means they dismissed the subject from 
their minds and turned their atten
tion elseWhere, to something immedi
ately before their eyes. 

Verse 22. The Psalmist does not 
specify the works themselves, but does 
deSignate where they were done. The 
land ot Ham was Egypt (see eh. 105: 
23). and the other place named was 
the body of water that brought sal· 
vation to lhe children of Israel while 
it brought destruction to their ene
mies. 
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Verse 23. After the Israelites had 
made the golden calf, the Lord was 
so provoked that he threatened to 
destroy the nation and start a new 
one by Moses. But the man Moses 
acted as mediator and God turned 
trom his wrath. (Ex. 32: 11-13.) 

Verse 24. Despise means to belittle 
or refuse to consider. Tbe Israelites 
closed their eyes of faith against the 
attractions of the promised land and 
became impatient on account ot some 
unpleasant conditions connected with 
obtaining it. 

Verse 25. The original word fol' 
murmur is defined in the lexicon, "to 
grumble, i. e. to r ebel." In 1 Cor. 10: 
10 Paul refers to the same subject and 
Thayer defines the word, "to discon
tentedly complain," It means a situa
tion where the complainant is dis
saUsHed, but is not able to specify 
any valid reason {or his discontent. 

Verse 26. This verse is a specific ref
erence to the death of the men of war 
after the return of the 12 spies. (Num. 
14.) 

Verse 27. This verse refers to the 
captivity of aU the nations of Israel. 
The history of that tragic event is in 
2 Ki . 24 and 25. 

Verse 28. The preceding verse 
covered a wide range of time and 
events that reached hundreds of years 
beyond the ones in the wilderness. 
This one comes back to some details 
of the misconduct of the nation that 
led up to the events of the other verse. 
Baal-pear was one of the forms of 
heathen worship. Its chief charac
teristic was the mixing up with im
moral conduct in the name of religion. 
Sacr ifices oj the dead means the reli
gious feasts which the heathen held 
in honor of their idol gods. As they 
were sacrificial feasts (those in which 
eating was done in the name of re
ligion), they would nat.urally consider 
their eating as an act of worship to
ward their gods. There is a good 
description of these "dead" gods in 
Ps. 115: 4-8. 

Verse 29. Inventions is from a word 
that simply means a work or action. 
The verse means that God was pro
voked by the idolatrous actions of 
his people. The plague refers to the 
various affiictions that were imposed 
on the nation from time to time, but 
the specific one in the mind of the 
Psalmist was the slaying of thousands 
of Israelites after the affair with Ba
Iaarn recorded in Num. 25. 

Verse 30. The Mosaic system was a 
combination of religious and civil 
government. It therefore included 
both spiritual and physical punish
ments. When the people fell into the 
sin of idolatry and its attendant im
morality, Phinehas rOSe up in de
fence at the purity of the congrega
tion and slew a notable actor and his 
partner on sight. That execution ap.
peased the wrath of God and he 
stopped the plague_ 

Verse 31. It is always right to op
pose evil by whatever means the law 
provides for the purpose. The law 
had prescribed death as punishment 
for idolaters (Deut. 17: 2-5), and this 
man was carrying out the require
ments at the law in killing these 
people. That was why the goOd citi
zens counted his act a righteous one. 

Verse 32. There was more than onc 
occas ion when the people caused a 
distu rbance in connection with water. 
The circumstances in the present case 
indicate the one reported in Num. 20. 
For their sakes means on their ac
count or because of them. 

Verse 33. Spake unadvisedly means 
he spoke unwisely or rashly_ TlltS. is 
the only sin that the scriptures specify 
against Moses in this noted ease. For 
extended comments on the subject 
see those at Num. 20: 9-12 1n Volume 
1 Of this Commentary. 

Verses 34-36. This paragraph is on 
the one subject or the mixing up with 
tbe heathen. The reader may see a 
detailed account of the subject in 
Judges 1 and 2. 

Verse 37. '1'he Hebrew word for 
devils that is used here OCcurs only 
twice in the Bible; the other place 
being in Deut. 32: 17_ This verse is 
concerned with the human sacrifices 
to il.lolatrous worship. For fur ther 
comments and numerous citations on 
the subject see comments at , 2 Ki. 16: 
3 in the Commentary. 

Verse 38. Shedding or innocent blouil 
is the slaying of innocent persons. 
When a man is slain who is worthy of 
death it is not the shedding or inno
cent blood. The children of these 
Idolaters were not guilty of any 
wrong, therefore it was the shedding 
of innocent blood to slay them in 
sacrifice to idols. 

Verse 39_ Went a U'ho1'ing means 
they went lusting for the practices of 
false worship. Their invent ions means 
their conduct that sprang from their 
own hearts. 
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Verse 40. It requires something un
usual to cause one to rej ect hiS own 
possessions or people. The Israelites 
were the personal possession of God, 
descended through his devoted servant 
Abraham, yet they were cast off when 
they followed after idols. 

Verses 41-45. It would serve no 
practical purpose to separate the 
verses of this paragraph. They a ll 
refer to the histo ry recorded in the 
book of Judges. Since that epoch has 
been carefully commented UIJon in its 
proper place in the Commentary, I 
shal1 not take up space to r epeat it 
here but will ask the reader to consult 
it in that place. 

Verse 46. This verse is a prophecy 
although in the past tense. It was 
fUlfilled when the ISl'aelites were in 
the ca l)ttvity_ (See Ezra 1 : 1-4; Neh_ 
2: 1·8.) 

Verses 47, 48. This pal'agraph a lso 
is prophecy, and pertains to the re
turn of the Jewish nation tram Baby
lonian captivi ty. For a detailed ac
count of that great event the reader 
should examine the books of Ezra and 
Np,hcminh. 

PSALMS ]07 
Verse 1. The short 01' momentary 

extens ion of mercy does not require 
so much of a condescens ion, but the 
mercy of the Lord endures forever. 
That dOes not mean that nothing can 
terminate it. Unless a person com
plies with the terms of God's mercy 
he wI ll not receive it at all. But as 
long as those conditions are met, the 
Lord never fails in his mer cy toward 
the unforunate. 

Verse 2. The Psalmist is a little 
more specific in his call for praise_ 
The "e ry fact that a man has been 
rcrteemed is proof of the mercy of 
God. No one will be redeemed on the 
ground of his own merit; it will be 
through the mercy of God. 

Vel'se 3. Most of my comments on 
the preceding verse had in view the 
general fact of God's mercy and its 
agency in bringing r edempt ion to 
man. Howe,,(')". the Psalmist had in 
mind especiall y the r escuing or t he 
nation tram their enemy nations. Such 
favors t.ook place in so many Ins tances 
and under such a variety or circum
stances that ... ye will need to be care
ful in the application of the separate 
yerses of this chapter_ Even in the 
present verse the four point!:! of the 
compass are named, which shows the 
writer was t.aking in a whip scope of 
hiRtOl·Y. 

Ve rse 4. This verse could ha"e been 
said of the Children at Abraham'S 
descendants on more than one Occa
sion, hence I will not try to specify 
anything her!? 

Verse 5. FOr the evidence of his
tory :IS an explanation of this verse , 
one needs only to remember the quail 
and manna, the smitten rock and the 
water at Meribah. 

Verse 6. They cr'iea includes the 
frequent murmurings at their mis
fortunes. In even such cases, the 
Lord heard his people and provided 
the things needed for comfort. 

Verse 7. Both city and habitation 
are from words with wide range of 
meaning. The outstanding thought is 
of a place that is settled and perma
nent, contrasting with the wandel-iug 
life t hey bad in the wilderness. The 
passages that illustrate the above 
thought are too numerous to cite here ; 
let the student read Lev_ 25: 18; 26: 5 
for two. 

Verse 8. No writer in the Bible had 
more to say about praise and thanks
giving to God than David. It Is in
teres ting to note, also, that b e always 
had a strong motive for the pra.ise_ It 
was not mere ly a meaningless e xpl'es
sion of sentiment. 

Verse 9. SO-ttl is used for the whole 
human beIng. We should get the 
thought that both spiritual and tem
poral bless ings all come tram Goo. 
(James 1: 17.) 

Verse 10, Gad punished his people 
very sever ely tor their departures from 
his law. When they had been chas
tised suffiCiently, t heir darkness and 
threat of death was lifted and they 
were given another opportunity to 
show the ir faith in God. 

Verse 11. This re.fel's to the COI'
recti ve tl'ea tment described in the 
preceding verse, and states the r ea
sons why it was inflicted; the peopie 
rebelled against the words of Gad. 
Cont emned, means they di srespected 
the r:o u nsf: l of the Lord. 

Verse 12. Labor is used figu rative ly 
and refe l's to the hard time the Is
r&elies suffered for their disobedience . 
Pell (low n denotes their defeat be
cause of having deserted the Lord_ 
When H e decides to punish his ser
vants, there is no one who can hinder. 

Verse 13. The mercy of the Lord ls 
again mentioned as being extended to 
the people when they cl'i('d nnto Him 
ou t of thf'll- distress. 



106 Psalms 107: 14-33 

Verse 14. Brake their banda is figu
rative and reters to the hardships that 
had been allowed to come on the Is
raelites. After suffering them to be 
brought very low in ailliction. the 
Lord came to thei r rescue and re
leased them trom their troubles. 

Verse 15. Tbe quality of gooaness 
could be negative only. That is, a 
person might be considered good just 
because he bad done nothing bad. But 
that was not David's description or 
the Lord. for be not only is free from 
doing wrong, but performs wonderful 
works for the benefit of man. 

Verse 16. Gates of brass and bars 
01 iron reter to the hardness of the 
enemies of God and his people. Such 
obstacles are nothing in the hands of 
the Almighty. 

Verse 17. ThIs verse teaches that 
men may bring affllction or other evil 
conditions on themselves. One who 
thus works transgression and iniquity 
Is a fool. 

Verse ]8. By such an evil manner 
of life as described in the preceding 
verse, these foolish men developed a 
depraved or deranged appetite. They 
became so abnormal that they loathed 
all kinds ot food. They had carried 
on after that manner so long they 
had been brought unto the gates of 
death. 

Verse 19. Some men never call upon 
God unless they are in trouble. Strict 
justice would say that all such peo
ple should be ignored. But God is 
merciful as well as just, and when a 
soul in trouble appeals to Him sin
cerely he Is never turned down. 

Verse 20. There are conditions that 
need curing that are spiritual and not 
physical. The Lord's means of healing 
all such ts his word. 

Verse 21. This is the same as v. 15. 
Verse 22. Animal and other material 

sacrifices were good and were required 
under the law. But the Immaterial 
kind also 15 required and the same 
agrees with the teaching of the New 
Testament. (Heb. 13: 16.) 

Verses 23, 24. The Psalmist has said 
much tn general about the wonderful 
works of God. He gets a little more 
specific in this paragraph and calls 
attention to scenes on the large bodies 
of water as they were known in that 
day. 

Verse 25. Men were astonished be~ 
cause Christ could calm the sea. Da
vid was impressed with the Lord's 

power to cause the stormy condition 
of it In the first piace. 

Verse 26. They has direct relation 
to the men who go to sea to deal in 
merchandising. But the movements 
described here are tbose of the waves 
caused by the storms. The ships are 
tossed up and down on the bosom of 
the deep, and the men in them are 
frightened; their S01tl i8 melted. 

Verse 27. This is a further descrip· 
tion of the state ot fear into which 
the men in the ships are thrown be
cause of the raging sea. A fair in
stance of this state of fear Is recorded 
in Jonah 1: 5 on the occasion of the 
run·away prophet, whose presence in 
the ship provoked the Lord to bring 
on the storm that threatened to wreck 
the vessel. 

Verses 28, 29. Again we see that 
man is disJ)Osed to appeal to God when 
in trouble. The voice of divine power 
is able to calm the raging ot the 
waters. and rescue the human crea
tures trom the threatened destruction. 

Verse 30. The men In the storm re
joice because they are Baved from 
what seemed to be certain death. In 
too many Instances, though, they stop 
with their personal rejoicing when 
they should th ink more reverently on 
Him whose mercy gave them their 
escape. That Is why the Psalmist so 
frequently gave the statement in the 
verses below. 

Verse 31. This statement is com
mented upon at v. 15. 

Verse 32. Personal or private praise 
for God Is right and pleasing to Him. 
Yet men should be willing to express 
themselves for that feeling before 
others. Jesus taught that idea in Matt. 
10: 32, 33. 

Verse 33. Many of the statements 
in this and some following verses 
have a general meaning or may be said 
to be true either as history or 
prophecy. God's absolute control of 
all the parta ot the earth is the basic 
thought in the mind of the Psalmist. 
Considering the first clause of this 
verse as prophecy, 1 will make a quo
tation from ancient history to show 
a noted instance of its fulfillment. 
"Alexander, designing to fix: the seat 
of his empire at Babylon, projecting 
the bringing back the Euphrates into 
its natural and tormer channel, had 
actually set his men to work. But the 
Almighty, who watched over the ful
filling of his prophecy, defeated this 
enterprise by the death of Alexander, 
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which happened soon after. It Is easy 
to comprehend bow, after this, Baby
lon being neglected to such a degree 
as we have seen, its river was con
verted into an inaccessible pool . . . 
By means of all these changes, Baby
lon became an utter desert, and all 
the country around fell into the same 
state of desolation and horror; so 
that the ablest geographers at this 
day (A.D. 1729) cannot determine the 
place where it stood."-Rollin's His
tory, Vol. 1, pp. 558·560. 

Verse 34. A noted instance of this 
kind of performance was In the de
structton of Sodam and the other 
cities of the plain, recorded in Gen. 
13: 1~; 19: 24, 25. 

Verse 35. I do not know wbether 
the Psalmist bad any specific event In 
mind when he wrote this. We have 
vlenty of evidence in the Bible that 
God can reverse any condition of the 
earth and the seasons that he wishes. 

Verse 36. The purpose in bringing 
about the conditions mentioned in the 
preceding verse was to supply the 
needs of the hungry people. Oity for 
habitat'ion meant to prepare a sub
stantial place for them to live. 

Verse 37. Although the ground was 
cursed after the sin of Adam. the 
normal condition since is the produc
tion ot crops upon the labor ot man 
with the soil. However, certain times 
have been when special judgments 
were placed upon the fields because of 
the misdeeds of the veople. When God's 
wrath had been satisfied. he then 
permitted the earth to resume its ser
vice tor man and yield fruits Of in
Crease. 

Verse 38. The preceding verse has 
to do with the blessings ot the land. 
This one pertains to the increase at 
livestock. When the people do that 
which is right, God will Mt suffer 
their cattle to decrease. 

Verse 39. ThIs verse returns to the 
thought ot God's corrective measures 
when people depart trom the right 
way. He sometimes accomplishes It 
through the agency at enemy nations 
and suffers them to bring oppression 
and affliction on his own seed. 

Verse 40. The different social classes 
among God's people were sometimes 
set in array against each other. When 
that was the case the princes were 
generally wrong and God would deal 
with them with contempt, and cause 
them to wander in the wllaerness in 
order to bring them to a better state 
of humiliation and dependence. 

Verse 41. Just as God would bumble 
the prince who exalted htmself and 
went wrong, so He would exalt the 
pOOr and meek persons who had been 
unjustly treated. 

Verse 42. Righteous individuals wlll 
approve the actions of the Lord as 
described in the preceding two verses; 
but workers ot iniquity w1il be forced 
to stop her mouth. 

Verse 43. Here is a definition of a 
wise man; it is the one who observes 
these things. It shows that he under
stands or appreciates the }ovingkind
ness ot the Lord. 

PSALMS 108 
Verse 1. Fixed is trorn a Hebrew 

word that means to be prepared or 
ready. David meant he was prepared 
to pra tse the Lord and give him all 
of the g)ory due Him. 

Verse 2. Awake as an intransitive 
verb means to be aroused to some 
action or importance. The Psalmist 
was calling on people to be interested 
in the praises of God. There Is noth
ing unusual in suggesting the psaltery 
and harp, for be was known to be a 
specialist in using such instruments 
in connection with religiOUS worship. 

Verse 3. Private praise was not aU 
that David proposed to otter to the 
Lord. The people of the nations were 
to be witnesses ot his praise. (See 
comments at 107: 32. ) 

Verse 4. The heavens or the clouds 
are inanimate things and are not sub
ject') lor the mercy of God. The 
exalted status that they represent tn 
the universe was used to compare the 
greatness ot divine mercy towards 
living beings. 

Verse 5. The preceding v e r s e 
affirmed the fact ot the exaltation of 
God's mercy. In this verse the Psalm
ist endorses such exaltation by bid
ding the Author of the quality to be 
himself exalted. 

Verse 6. Thy beloved means the peo
ple of God. Since the divtne mercy is 
so high and great, David felt tree to 
ask its Author to extend some of it to 
the people who had ever been the ob
jects of divine love. 

Verse 7. The first person pronoun J 
refers to God, and he was declaring 
his claims to certain territories and 
groups of people. and what he in
tended to do with them. He would 
divide or I'educe Shechem and Buccoth. 

Verse 8. Gilead was a district east 
of the Jordan and was a very noted 
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te rritory. It was logical for God to 
claim it, not only on the ground that 
"the earth is the Lord 's and the fulness 
thereof," but his people had taken it 
over in the march from Egypt to 
Canaan. Ma1Ul8seh and Ephraim are 
m entioned in this wa y because they 
were the sons of Joseph and each 
formed a complete tribe. (Gen. 48: 5.) 
,Judah 18 'my lmvUtver was said in 
prospect, for the Old Tes tament law 
came through Moses who was of the 
tribe of Levi. But Judah was the 
t ribe through whom Christ was to 
come, who was to give the final law of 
Heaven to the world . (Gen. 4!J: 10; 
H Ob. 7: 12-14.) 

Verse 9. This verse is the same as 
ell. 60: 8, and the reader is requested 
to sec my comments a t that place. 

Verse 10. David was thinking about 
the mighty sUPllort that would be 
needed to help him encounter his 
many obstacles. To invnde a strong 
t erritory (Edom was a powerful 
enemy) would be an instance of great 
deeds. The Psalmist was enquiring 
as to who could enable him to ac
complish such an exploit. 

Verse 11. David turned in hope to
wa rd God, although he was the one 
who had cast us Off in the sense of 
the bitter chastisements. But God has 
been merciful and the Psalmist ex
pects to be led into victory at last. 

Ver se 12. The main thought in this 
'Verse is the contrast between the 
help from God and that from man. 
The former is great whlle the other is 
vaIn. 

Verse 13. This is pro.ctically the 
same in thought a s the preceding 
verse. Valiantly means forcefully. 
and David meant that the people could 
manifest force if they re lied on the 
Lord, This is the same thought Paul 
expressed in Eph. 6 : ]0. 

PSALMS 109 
Verse 1. The word pence as used 

he l'e means to be silent.. The Psalmist 
is begging God to sayar do some
thing about the wicked conduct of 
the enemy. 

Verse 2. Mere opposition would not 
baffle a brave man I1ke David. What 
he dreaded was the effect of deceitful 
words spoken against him. It is dif
fi cult to make a proper defence against 
R foe who attacks from ambush. 

Verse 3, David was never the kind 
of man who would deny any act of 
which he was ~unt}' . Therf'fore we 

can appreciate his complaint at being 
opposed w ithout a C'ause. 

Verse 4. Too much favor shown to 
some men will make them enemies of 
their benefactors. It has been said 
that a sure way to lose a man's friend
ship is to loan him some money, It 
does not always work that way but 
often does. Instead of plotting some 
form of vengeance against the Ingrati
tude ot those whom he had favored , 
David said he would pray tor them. 
That reminds us of the teaching of 
Christ in Matt. 5: 44. 

Verse 5. Ingratitude is a grievous 
fnult and is severely condemned in 
the Bible in places too numerous to 
mention here. But it is sttll worse 
when a person shows that spirit by 
doing something evil against the one 
who has favored him. 

Verse 6. Satan is spelled with a 
capi ta l but the lexicon does not justify 
it. We are sure that David would not 
wisb even the wicked est of men to be 
presided over by the archenemy of 
souls. Strong's definition of the orig
inal word is, "an opponent." The 
Psalmist meant that some human 
adversa ry should be on hnnds to op
pose those who had rewarded evil 
for good. 

Verse 7. This verse means to wish 
for the conviction of the enemy when
ever he was brought to trial. L et his 
prayer become sin has a clear ex
plan ation in Provo 28: 9, which I re
quest the reader to see. David meant 
that the prayer of such people as he 
had been describing should be re
ga rded as an abomination. 

Verse 8. We should not be confused 
by the similarity of language in dif
fe rent passages. This verse sounds 
somewbat like that which Peter cited 
in Acts 1: 20, but that case is the one 
in Ps. 69: 25. The present verse 
mere1y means to condemn a character 
Buch as tbe writer has been describ
ing. Such a person is not worthy to 
retain his office, which means any 
cha rge or responsibility h e may have 
been exercising_ 

Verse 9. The gist of this sholt l'erse 
is to wish for the dea th of the man. 

Verse 10. These wishes seem cruel , 
but t hey were in line wi th other harsh 
measures that David sometimes llsed 
against those who opposed the Lord's 
people. 

Verse 11. An (~xtorti()n e r it;; It man 
who forces another to pay an unreasoIl
ahle s um in payment of n deht 01' in 
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the purchase of some necessity of life. 
Spoil his labor m eans t.o roh him of 
the trults of his labor. 

Verse 12. 1 would make the same 
comment on this verse as I did on 
v. 10. 

Verse 13. It has always been a 
natural desire to have children. It is 
also usual to hope for a continua tion 
oC one's children (posterity) through 
the coming yea rS. The severe wis h, 
therefore, that David expresses in 
thls verse is in line with some others 
already commented upon above. 

Verse 14. As a help in studyIng this 
strange verse, let the reader see my 
comments at E x. 20: 4-6 in the first 
volume of tbis Commentary. Not aU 
of the remarks tn that place will 
apply here, but they will throw some 
light on the subject. This verse does 
not mean to pu t any physical penal
ties on the present generation that 
had been imposed all their forefathers. 
H owever. since this generation was as 
wicked as the pl'~vious ones, they 
were to be punished with the unp1eas
ant memory of their ancestors and the 
puni shments that God inflicted UpOll 
them for their per sonal wickedness. 

Verse 15. At first sight thi s verse 
might seem to contradict the preceding 
one. Memory is from ZEKER and Str ong 
defines it, "a m emento, abstractly, r ec· 
ollection; by impHcation, comme m
oration." The idea is that the people 
were not to be r emembered as far as 
granting them any public memorials. 

Verse 16. The reason for the fore
going severe wishes is stated here. 
The men had been cruel toward the 
poor a nd needy. 

Verse 17. The P salmist never ad· 
vocated returnin g evil for good, but 
he did call fol' e vil or unpleasant 
treatment to come upon the worke rs 
of evil as a punishment. 

Ve rse 18. Olothed hi mself is figura
tive, meaning the wicked mao e n
dosed and surrounded himself with 
his wickedness as if it were a gal" 
ment. Bowels is from a word that is 
defined "the eente l'" in the lexicon, 
and 1J ones is from one that m eans the 
substance of the body as a wbole. If 
water was to saturate the inner body 
and oil was made to penetrate the 
whole body, it would be a ver y un
desi rable condition. It describes the 
lot that David was wishing on this 
wicked man. 

Verse 19. The antecedent at it is 
"cursing" in vs. 17, 18, which signi
fies a state of disgrace or humiliation. 

The thought in the present verse iH 
that the wicked man who delighted in 
disgracing othet's should himself be 
disgraced. As a garment is used to 
cover a man and a girdle to bind him, 
so the Psalmist wished the wicked 
man to be enclosed and bound by the 
same kind of disgrace he had been 
imposing on others. 

Verse 20. From the Lord is a phrase 
that shows David was not planning 
any pel'sonal vengeance against hi s 
enemies. His idea was that all just. 
punishment should come from the 
Lord. Paul taught the same thing tn 
Rom. 12: 19 and he also cited Dent. 
32: 35_ 

Ve rse 21. Do thou lor 1ne m eans lor 
God to a ct on beha1t of DaVid. This 
was in keeping with the sentiments 
expressed in the preceding verses. 

Verse 22. Poor and needy referred 
to hJs condition of affliction brought 
on by his enemies. H e was in pros· 
perous circumstances as far as tern· 
poral things were concerned. 

Verse 23. These figures of speech 
again reter to the h elpless situation 
surrounding the PsalmIst. It was the 
result of hatred from his envious foes. 

Verse 24. This weakness may have 
been lHeral and physical. However. it 
was not from lack of food or other 
necessities at hand. David often re
sorted to deep devotions when great 
distress and worry surrounded him. 
At such times he engaged in prolonged 
fasting (see 2 Sam. 12: 21, 22) which 
would cause the weakness he men· 
tioned. 

Verse 25. When his enemies saw 
the wretched condition of David's 
body, they took much satisfaction 
from it. They pretended to think it 
was some just punishment placed upon 
him for his sins and they reproached 
him for it. 

Verses 26. 27. The finest. sentiment 
i n this paragl'aph is the motive the 
Psalmist expresses for asking the 
Lord to help him. It is that the peo
ple might know that He was the one 
dOing the work. David was longing 
for relle! from his troubles, but he 
wanted the Lord to have the glory for 
it. 

Verse 28. Curse and bless are op
posite terms as used in this place. 
The first means to Wi sh evil and the 
second to wish good. Ashamed and 
rejoice also are used as opposite ideas. 
If the good wishes of the Lord were 
brought to pass it would confuse 
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(make ashamed) the enemy. but would 
cause the PsalmIst to rejOice. 

Verse 29. The thougbt in this verse 
is the same 3S that in the preceding 
one. The writer expresses it in figures 
as he did tn v. 18. those of articles ot 
clothing . 

Verse 30. Again we see the distinc
tion ot' making one's praise for God 
public; David would let it be known 
a:mong the multitude. 

VerBe 31. At tit. right hand is a 
figure of speech. It means that the 
hand of the Lord will do the right 
thing on bebalf of the poor, that they 
might be protected from the intended 
destruction at tbe hands of their 
enemies. 

PSALMS no 
Verse 1. This verse is quoted at 

Matt. 22: 44; Mark 12: 36; Luke 20: 
42; Acts 2: 34. The New Testament 
passages furnish the information that 
Identity the persons in the verse. The 
Lore£ Is the God of Heaven and 'my 
Lora is ChrIst. The whole verse is 
the direct speech of David, making a 
prophecy (although past tense in 
form) of the ascension and crowning 
of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of 
lords. Until looks to the same period 
mentioned in Beb. 10: 12, 13, and is 
practically the same thought expressed 
by Peter jn Acts 3: 21. 

Verse 2. The Lord is the same per
son so termed tn the preceding verse, 
and the pronoun thy refers to Christ. 
The thought Is that God would em
power bis Son to become a successful 
ruler. The reign was to issue from 
Zion which was that part of Jerusa
lem that was headquarters for the 
kingdom of Christ. 

Verse 3. One word in the lexicon 
definItion for wilJing is "spontaneity." 
The force of the word lies chiefiy in 
tts conlrast with the Mosaic system 
which included infants in its member
ship. Such members had no will in 
the matter but were enrol1ed in the 
list as soon as they were circumcised. 
In the system ot Christ a person must 
be old enough to accept the service ot 
his own choice before he can become 
a part of the institution. It is the 
same thought indicated in Heb. 8: 10, 
11 which was cited from Jer. 31: 31-
34. The added thought would be logi
cal, therefore, that such persons would 
be expected to be willing to obey a 
ruler whom they had voluntarilY ac
cepted over them. Day 01 thy power 
means the Christian Dispensation. The 
material appointments of the taber-

nacle and temple service were designed 
"for glory and tor beauty" (Ex. 28: 2). 
That was a type of the spiritual serv
ice that was to be rendered under 
Christ, and a service that is rendered 
willingly would indeed constitute the 
beauties 01 holiness. Dew appears in 
the morning and soon disappears as 
a general thtng. As a contrast, the 
vigor and strength and freshness of 
the reign of Christ will continue 
throughout the "day" of the Dispen
sation; will continue as it was from 
the womb 01 the morning, or from 
the time the reign started. (Dan. 2: 
44.) 

Verse 4. The same identity of per
sons and pronouns should be observed 
here as in the preceding verses. God 
assured his Son that be was to be a 
priest, and conftrtued the promise 
with an oath. WHl not r epent means 
that God wtll not change his mind. In 
v. 3 a contrast was shown between 
the priesthood of Christ and the 
Levitical priesthood. In the present 
verse another contrast is revealed. 
That is, the priesthood of Christ was 
to differ from that ot the Levites In 
the same way that the Levitical priest
hood differed from that ot Melchise
dek. I shall note only one ot 1he 
types here, and will reserve tbe more 
detailed discussion of the subject for 
its proper place in the book ot He
brews. The tamily history of Melchise
dek was purposely lett out of the di
vine record. The apparent lack of any 
genealogy tor Melchisedek was to be 
a type o( the actual lack of it in the 
case of Christ. (lsa. 53: 8; Acts 8: 
33.) 

Verse 5. The Lora in this place is 
Christ, for he is the one who Is at 
the right hand of God. SU'ike through 
kings refers to the authority ot Christ 
over all other rulers, bringing them 
either into obedience to his law, or 
shaming them by his condemnation 
of them for their rebellion against his 
divine rule. 

Verse 6. This Is a highly figurative 
passage and means the triumph of 
Christ over all enemies of righteous
ness. Judge among the heathen has 
special reference to the universal do
main of the Christian Dispensation. It 
was to include all nations, not the 
Jews only. The same thought is 
signified by the phrase many countries. 

Verse 7. When a commander is en
gaged in a successful campaign into 
the territory ot an enemy, he does not 
wish to take "time out" to return to 
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headquarters for provisions. If he is 
being successful in his invasion, he 
will find drinking water right In the 
path of the march. Such an exvloit 
will not only supply the army with 
the physical necessity ot the body, but 
will strengthen the moral by the en
couraging prospect, so that all varties 
wiII lilt up the head in the spirit of a 
conqueror. 

PSALMS III 
Verse 1. Wholehearted service is the 

only kind that w11l be accepted by 
the Lord. This was taught by the 
Saviour or'the world when he was on 
the earth. (Matt. 22: 37.) David was 
aware of this principle and declared 
that he would praise the Lord with his 
whole beart. Assembly referred to any 
gathering ' of good men, and the con.
gregation had more specific reference 
to the nation as a whole when 
gathered official1y. 

Verse 2. The primary meaning ot 
the original far pleasure is desi re, and 
a man whose desire is to tollow the 
works at the Lord will seek after 
them. Jesus taught that if a man 
would seek he should find. Anything 
that is worth having is worth seek
ing after with a sincere and earnest 
devotion of heart. 

Verse 3. H onorable and gloriOUS 
mean practically the same thing. When 
a distinction is to be roade, the former 
refers to the actual character and the 
latter to the appearance. Everything 
pertaining to God is enduring, and 
the righteousness that is prompted 
by Him will endUre throughout the 
ages. 

Verse 4. The material creation of 
God is not the most important of his 
works, but the spiritual favors toward 
the children ot men are the great 
works that the Psalmist was praising. 
His compaSSion r efers to the state ot 
his mind and his graciou.sness denotes 
the Lord's dealing with his creatures 
based on that compassion. 

Verse 5. This verse is somewhat 
general and refers to the goodness of 
God, whether manifested in the form 
ot temporal, or spiritual favors. He 
has promised such to all who fear or 
respect him, and he never forgets or 
breaks his promises. 

Verse 6. H erUage 01 the heathen 
means the lllnds that had been held 
in possession by the alien nations. God 
made a covenant to give these things 
to his people, and it was fultilled in 

proportion as the people complied with 
the conditions or terms. 

Verse 7. Verity means truthfulness 
and ;'lwgment means fairness; the 
works of God are according to both 
of these qualities. This not only ap
plies to his actual dealings with the 
children of men, but also to the com
mandments regarding thetr conduct. 

Verse 8. rr anything is established 
it becomes mature, and the passing of 
the ages will not overthrow it. The 
works of God are establlshed on truth 
and uprightness. 

Verse 9. Sent r edemption could ,be 
understood as both history and proph
ecy. God redeemed his ancient peo
ple in Egypt from their bondage and 
brought them out from under their op
pression, and this was history at the 
time David wrote. Then as vropbecy 
it would tirst apply to the return from 
Dabylonian captivity, and next it was 
fulfilled when GOd sent his Son to 
orrer redemption to al1 the world. The 
word reverend bas been greatly mis
understood by many students ot the 
Bible. We should be careful not to 
let one extreme drive us to another. 
The popular use of this word is wrong 
and indicates a tendency toward pride 
and the desire for personal distinction. 
I am as much opposed to such usuage 
of the word as anyone can be. But I 
am also opposed to the extravagant 
language that has been the stock In 
trade argument (?) that Is made with 
reference to the word, which is gen
erally stated as follows: "The word 
reverend Is used only once in the 
Bible, and then it Is applied to God." 
This is a misleading assertion, tor the 
word is a traIislation or the Hebrew 
word YARE, which occures several hun
dred times in Bible. It has been re
dered by such words as tear, terrible 
and dreadful. The inspired writers 
have used the word with reference to 
some of the worst ot characters. The 
thought intended by the Psalmist Is 
that God is holy and deserves to be 
respected. 

Verse 10. Fear is tram a Hebrew 
word tbat has practically the same 
meaning as the One tor "reverend" In 
the preceding verse. Its prinCipal idea 
is to have the proper respect for any 
character who is good, and to have a 
feeling of dread or terror for one who 
is evil. If we respect the Lord we will 
wish to learn about him, which is 
the reason David says it Is the begin
ning of wisdom. People who obey the 
commandments of God thereby show 
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they have good judgment or good 
understanding. Praise that is prompted 
by the spirit of flattery is fickle and 
often changes over night. On the 
contrary, the praise of God is genuine 
and lasting. 

PSALMS 112 
Verse 1. Praise ye the Lord is ab

breviated to the simple word "Hallelu
jah" in the margins of some Bib!es 
and the religious dictionaries agree 
with it. A number of the Psalms begin 
with it and probably it was not an 
integral part of the text originally, 
but was a sort of heading or introduc
tion to the chapter. The man who 
fears or respects the Lord will be 
blessed or happy. Such a man will 
logically take delight in the command
ments of the Lord, and such a life 
can result only in happiness. 

Verse 2. His seed refers to the post
erity of the man described in the fore
going verse. It is here termed also 
the generation oj the upright. 

Verse 3. There is no practical dif
ference between wealth and riches; 
they are used for emphasis. God does 
not offer material gain as an induce
ment for men to live right, but a 
righteous man has the prospect of such 
blessings as a result of right living. 
This lesson was taught by Jesus in 
Matt. 6: 33. The righteousness prac
ticed by a man who fears God will be 
lasting because it is based on the 
truth. 

Verse 4. As light will penetrate the 
darkness, so the influence of an up
right man is enlightening to those 
about him. For explanation of gracious 
and compassion see my comments at 
Ch. 111: 4. 

Verse 5. Some men may be good 
and yet not be able to lend unto others 
through lack of business management. 
The Psalmist explains the kind of 
good man he is considering in the 
close of the verse. It is the one who 
uses discretion or judgment in the 
management of his business affairs, 
always acting with fairness and due 
consideration. 

Verse 6. Apply the comments at v. 3 
as explanation of this verse. 

Verse 7. Heart is fixed means his 
heart is settled in the Lord through 
an abiding faith. Such a person needs 
have no fear of evil tidings, for even 
death cannot sever him from the 
favor of God and the reward of a right
eous life. 

Verse 8. Established in this ver8~ 
has the same force of meaning as 
fixed in the preceding verse. The 
reference to his enemies has the same 
bearing as the mention of evil tidings 
in the other verse. 

Verse 9. This verse is still con
sidering the righteous man, and makes 
a specific mention of part of his 
righteous cond uct. It consists in help
ing the poor by the blessings that he 
had himself received from the Lord. 
'l'he results of such a life will endure 
for ever. The original for horn has a 
various definition in the lexicon, but 
its simple meaning is "power." When 
used figuratively it indicates great 
strength and influence. The Psalmist 
specifies that when such qualities are 
possessed by a righteous man, the 
exaltation following will be an honor
able one. 

Verse 10. Wicked men are f1rier-ed 
or envious at the good standing of 
righteous men. To 'Inelt away means 
to decrease or diminish. The wlcked 
desire prompted by envy will not en
dure the test of time. 

PSALMS 113 
Verse 1. For comments on the first 

clause see those at Ch. 112: 1. The 
servants of the Lord are those who 
have such respect for Him that they 
will wish to obey his law. It is 
further appropriate that such people 
will praise the Lord. 

Verse 2. To be blessed means liter
ally to be happy. It would not make 
good sense to say that the name of 
the Lord is happy. It is good usage, 
however, to say that the name of the 
Lord brings happiness to men. Such 
happiness will endure always. 

Verse 3. In other words, all of man's 
waking hours should be filled with 
praise for the goodness of the Lord. 

Verse 4. HiOh alJo1;c all nations 
means His power or authority is 
supreme. His glory is logically above 
the heavens because he was the creator 
of them all. 

Verse 5. Dlcclleth on hiUh denotes 
the exalted position of His dwelling. 
For the distinctive meaning of Lord 
and God see the comments at Ch. 86: 
12. 

Verse 6. The pronoun who refers to 
the person who will observe the things 
of creation, and give God the credit 
for such works. True humility will 
prompt a man to make such an ob
servation, while pride will cause him 
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to ignore all such evidences of divine 
power: even denying the existence of 
a Supreme Being. 

Verse 7. When dust and d·u-nghill 
are used figuratively, they refer to 
the humiliating situation ot many 
poor people. It has special application 
when that situation has been imposed 
upon them by the more fortunate 
ones. 

Verse 8. True merit is often hidden 
from view by the opposltion of jealous 
enemies. God r ecognizes it, however. 
and will reward the humble and 
worthy persons with prOper exaltation. 
Jesus taugh t this lesson in Matt. 23: 
12 and many other places. 

Verse 9. This does not mean that a 
barren woman would not have a house 
in which to live. The lcading thought 
will be recognized by consider ing the 
verse as a whole. When God acts with 
compassion on behalf of a childless 
wife , it lu rns her into a happy house
keeper with children. The case of 
Hannah is a noted instance of it. 
recorded in 1 Samuel 1. 

PSALMS 114 
Verse 1. Israe l and house of Jacob 

are the same since the event recorded 
in Gen. 32: 28. Strange means foreign 
or alien; the Egyptian language was 
foreign to Israel. 

Verse 2. The pronoun his applies to 
the Lord, who was named at the close 
of the preceding verse. One meaning 
of sanc tua.ry is "sacred thing." Judah 
was the most numerons· of the 12 
tribes and Israel stood as a name for 
all of the tribes. The whole congrega
tion, therefore. was a sacred posses
sion of God. 

Verse 3. This verse Is a figurative 
reference to the opening ot' the R ed 
Sea for the Israelites in escaping from 
Egypt, and the crossing of the Jordan 
under Joshua. 

Verse 4. Since we know that the 
mountains did not literally move we 
must look for the thought implled. 
The moun tains and hil1s and valleys 
and all the parts of the land were 
made to serve the needs of God's peo
ple wIleD they reached the promised 
land. 

Verses 5, 6. David addressed these 
inanimate objects in the spirit of 
fable. Of course they could not speak, 
and the language was a challenge to 
the unbeliever to explain the won
derful control of tlleS{'l t hings in na
tUrf'. Th E' only way it. r0l11rt h(> ex-

pla ined would be to acknowledge the 
existence of the G-ud of aI1 creation. 

Verse 7. The language of this verse 
was used jn tbe same figura tive man
ner as the preceding paragraph. How
ever, instead of asking a challeng
ing question, the Psalmist put it in 
the form of a command. Tre-mble 
means to be fllled with awe and re
spect. 

Verse 8. God brought waler out of 
the rock to quench the thirst of the 
congregation. Standing water is ftgu
raUve, meaning there was an abun
rtance of it. See the accounts of th is 
kind of performance in Ex. 17: 6 and 
N um. 20: 10. 11. 

PSALMS lIS 
Verse 1. How differ ent this is trom 

the attitude of Moses and Aaron at 
the rock. referred to in the last verse 
of the preceding chapter. They took 
the glory tor the deed pertormed on 
behalf ot the congregation and were 
punished for the same. 

Verse 2. The word heath en ill the 
Old Testament is from GOt in every 
place. and the first definition in 
Stl'ong's lexicon is, "a fOl'e ign nation." 
It has also been rendered by Gentiles. 
nation. and people. in the King James 
"Ve rsion. The word would not haW" 
to mean idolaters, although about all 
at: the "foreign nations" at the time 
David wrote had gone into the wor
ship of false gods. The word in this 
and the following verses is used in 
the sense of idolat.ers. Since many of 
them worshiped the imaginary gods, 
it explains why they asked wher e is 
now their (Israel's) Godt 

Verse 3. In the preceding verse the 
pronoun for God is in the 3rd person 
because the writer was quoting the 
heathen. In this verse it is the 1st 
person (our) because the Psalmist is 
speakin~ for himself and his people. 
Tn lhe heaven.II is the answer to the 
ques tion of the heathen in the last 
clause of the preceding ver se. 

Verses 4-8_ It would have weakened 
the argument not to include all of 
these verses in one paragraph. It 
6hould be noted that 7 ot the mosl 
important members of the human 
body are named in the description 
or the Idols. The beat hen people had 
drifted into gross Ignorance of the 
true God. yet they had r etained the 
impression that He was a being with 
body and parts similar in form to 
those of man. The fact that the writer 
is t.he one who has nRmpd them here 
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proves that this idea is correct. We 
observe that David makes no crit14 

clam of the items, except that the 
man-made gods which have them can
not make any use of them. They that 
make them are like unto them. This 
statement involves more thought than 
at l1rst might be realized. No person 
can make anything that could have 
any more abiUty than the maker of 
it. So the fundamental thought is. 
since maD cannot perform the func
tions named tn any supernatural de
gree, neither CRD he make a god that 
can. 

Verse 9. The "switch" from the 2nd 
to the 3rd porson should not confuse 
us. The Psalmist 18 admonishing Is
Tael to trust In the Lord, not in the 
dumb idols he bad just described. 
Then, as a basts tor such an admoni
tion he states that this Lord is their 
(everybody's) belp and shield, making 
a general application of the fact. 

Verse 10. House of Aaron means the 
same as "Israel" In the preceding 
verse, and the same comments should 
apply here that were made at that 
place. 

Verse 11. This verse is like the two 
foregoing ones except that It is more 
general as to the persons addressed. 

Verse 12, H ouse Of Israel means 
the whole nation, and the house 0/ 
Aaron refers specifically to that por
tion of the nation that composed the 
priesthood, That function belonged 
exclusively to Aaron and his descend
ants. (Ex. 28: 1; 2 Chr. 26: 18.) 

Verse 13. 8m,all and great refer to 
what might have been the personal 
advantages and disadvantages of the 
men involved. God does not show 
partial1ty in the bestowal of his fa
vors. The apostle Peter said that God 
is no respecter of persons, (Acts 10: 
34.) 

Verse 14. Increase is from a word 
with a very general meaning. The 
outstanding thought is that God will 
continue to bless the person who is 
righteous. 

Verse 15. The importance of a bless
ing would depend on the quality of the 
one bestowing it, The blessing of 
which David was writing comes from 
the Maker of heaven and earth, there
fore it wtll be all the more important. 

Verse 16, Heaven and heavens refer 
to tbe firmament where the birds fly, 
and the expanse in which the planets 
exist, Actually, all creation is the 
Lord's, so the expression here has a 
spectal stgniflcance. It is a contrast 

with the last clause of the verse which 
declares the earth Is given to the chil· 
dren of men, or Is intended as the 
temporal dwelling place of man. This 
is not very favorable to the notion 
that the moon and other heavenly 
bodies were intended to be inhabited. 

Verse 17. This verse and others like 
it are relted upon by the advocates of 
materialism, They are the people who 
teach that man Is wholly mortal and 
all there is of him dies at the same 
time. This verse c1aims on1y that the 
dead praise not the Lord. We all be
lieve that, for when the spirit leaves 
the body it results in the death of 
the body, and then, of course, the body 
cannot praise the Lord. 

Verse 18, To bless the Lord means 
to acknowledge Him as the source of 
aU blessings. Praise the Lord is from 
a Hebrew term sometimes rendered 
"Hallelujah. " 

PSALMS 116 
Verse 1. The Lord heard the voice 

of David in that be granted bis re
quests. Far such a favor the Psalmist 
was led to love Him, 

Verse 2. One favor encourages a man 
to ask for and expect another, ' In
c lined his ear means the Lord lent a 
favorable ear to tbe prayer of David. 
For this reason he would continue to 
call upon God throughout life. 

Verse 3, Since the word for hell 
has several phases of meaning, the 
thought here Is that David's sorrows 
and pains were of the severest degree, 

Verse 4, In the darkest hours of his 
distress, the Psalmist always called 
upon the Lord. D eliver my soul meant 
to rescue hts entIre being from the 
threatened Injuries that were about 
to come from the hand of his enemies. 

Verse 5. There Is only a technical 
difference between graCious and merci
fu l. The firSt bas reference to the 
attitude of God's mind, and lhe second 
denotes the dealing with man as a 
result of that attitude. And then we 
would understand that the whole pro
gram would be Tl(}hteous since it was 
from the Lord, 

Verse 6. Simp le is from PATHAIY 
and Strong defines It, "silly (Le. 
seducible)." Preserveth is fro m 
SHAMAR, which Strong defines as fol
lows: "properly to hedge about (as 
with thorns), i.e, guard: generally to 
protect, attend t o. etc." David cited 
himself as an example of the Lord's 
protection. which indicates that he 
regarded the word with a more liberal 
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meaning than is generally attached to 
the word "smy:- The main thought is 
that God will not suffer the unsuspect
ing and innocent characters to be 
taken advantage of by the better in
formed ones. 

Verse 7. Return unto thy rest means 
about the same as biddIng one's selt 
to "take it easy," or to feel reassured. 
The basis for such a feeling is the 
bountiful deaHng that the Lord had 
shown. 

Verse 8. This verse is largely gene· 
ral and figurative, although some of 
the tavors indicated had literally been 
bestowed upon David. 

Verse 9. This verse is an indirect 
expression at David's to the effect that 
he would not be destroyed by his 
enemtes. He fully expected to survive 
all attempts to destroy him and take 
him from the aSSOCiation at living 
beings. 

Verse 10. In other words, the 
Psalmist was not merely desiring the 
things of which he had been speaking. 
Or, using a tamillar proverb that "the 
wish was father of the thought," 
David was more settled than that in 
his conclusion. He belJeved the things 
he had named. and that was the rea
son he had been outspoken on the 
subject. 

Verse 11. Haste is from a Hebrew 
word that includes the meaning of 
fear or distraction. In his distracted 
state of mind over the many attUc
tions Imposed upon him, David had 
felt that about everybody was un
reliable. 

Verse 12. The goodness of God is so 
great that no human service can repay 
it. However. we are assured that It 
is not expected at maD to match the 
Lord in any respect. All that is r e
quired is that we show our apprecia
tion by a lite of faithful service. 

Verse 13. Oup Of salvation is a 
figure of speech, meaning the gracious 
provision that God has made for the 
salvation at the world. But all of this 
provision will be at no avail unless 
it is received wholeheartedly. That is 
why David said he would take the cup, 
which denoted a willingness to accept 
it on the terms attached. 

Verse 14. The cup of salvation Is 
offered to man on certain conditions. 
Among them, in the days of the 
Mosaic system, were the ceremonies 
pertaining to the religiOUS activities, 
and David lived under that system. 
That is why he etated be would pay 
his vows, for he had just agreed to 

take the cup of salvation, and be knew 
that he would be required to do his 
part. 

Verse 15. The word for precioUl Is 
defined in the leXicon as "valuable," 
and it also is used In the sense of 
being weighty and Important. The 
death ot a righteous man would seem 
to be a matter to be deplored, not 
thought ot as something valuable. The 
thought is derived from what such 
a death Indicates. It 18 somewhat Uke 
the passage in Acts 6: 41 where the 
rejoicing was over their being "wor
thy" to ButTer for Christ. On that 
principle the Psalmist regarded it as 
meaning so much (or a man to die 
because ot his devotion to a righteous 
ltfe. 

Verse 16. The leading thought in 
this verse is in the Hne of humility. 
David acknowledged himself to he a 
servant ot God, and also placed his 
mother in that class by designating 
her as the handmaid at the Lord. The 
last clause of the verse refers gene
rally to the many "Ught places" tram 
which the Lord had delivered him. 

Verse 17. Sacrifice at Thanks-giv i ng 
is similar in thought to Beb. 13: 15. 

Verse 18. This is a repetition of 
verse 14. 

Verse 19. Again the Psalmist is 
willing for the public to witness his 
devotions to God. The pronoun thee 
reters to the courts at the Lord's 
house. Praise ye the Lord. is from 
a word that is sometimes rendered 
"Hallelujah." 

PSALMS 117 
Verse 1. While this is the shortest 

chapter in the Bible, it contains some 
at the most significant truths. Paul 
quoted the first verse in Rom. 15: 11 
where he was discussing the universal 
love of God. The Jews were thus not 
the only people whom God loved and 
was willing to accept. but aU ye tllV 

tiona were invited to join In His 
praise. Logically, then, if all people 
are invited to engage in tbe praise 
service to the Lord, they may expect 
to receive his spiritual favor. 

Verse 2. Mercy and kindness are 
practically the same, and tbe two 
words are used tor the sake of em
phasis. God not only extends the favor 
toward his people, but does so tn large 
measure; it is great toward them. 
Another Important item in this situa· 
tion is the quaHty of truth out of 
which all tavors spring. It is also 
noted that this truth is not short-
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lived; it endure!1/, lor ever. The chap
ter closes with the familtar expression 
that means "Hallelujah." 

PSALMS U8 
Verse 1. Appreciative servants of 

God will thank him for the simple 
tact of his goodness. That apprecia
tion will be increased upon consider
Ing that the good attitude of the Lord 
is everlasting, thus holding out en
couragement for the endless future. 

Verses 2, 3. The goodness of God 
w1ll be a fact whether anyone ever 
acknowledges it or not. But Israel 
(the congregation in general), and 
the house of Aaron (the priestly fam
By in particular), are called upon to 
express their appreciation of the fact. 

Verse 4. This verse is still more 
general than the preceding two. Any
one in any station of lire who pro
fesses to fear God is asked to make 
acknowledgement of it. 

Verse 5. Large place means a place 
of liberty, so that one would not be 
hampered by the conditions. That 
from which David ba d been relieved 
was a condition of di s tress. The 
Lord heard when t he Psalmist prayed 
for de liverance and granted his peti· 
tion. 

Ve rse 6. On my side is worded "Cor 
me" in the marginal rendering which 
Is correct. It is the same thought that 
Paul expressed in Rom. 8: 31. 

Vel'se 7. This verse contains the 
snme thought as the preceding one, 
except that it i s more specific. The 
other mel'ely said that God was for 
David; this shows to what extent hp
was for him namely, he helped him in 
hi s time of need. 

Verses 8. 9. Whether one considers 
man in general, or the gpecial classes 
such as princes, it is better to trust 
in the Lord than in them. 

Verse 10. Various peoples had OIl
posed David and en vied him because 
of his exalted position. Destroy th~m 
is rendered "cut them off" in the 
marg-In of the B ible , and the Lexicon 
agrees with it. The meaning is that 
he would cut s hort th e a ttemllts of hi s 
enemies to destroy him. 

Verse 11. They means the same evil 
people referred to in the preceding 
ver se. To compass m eans to surround 
for the purpose of capturing some
one. These enemies ot Daviet thought 
to take such an advantage of him. but 
lw expecterl to d('stroy (cut. short) 
/lI ern. 

Verse 12. The comparison is not 
especially to the bee as nn Individual 
insect, but rather to the tact that bees 
swarm in great numbers. But r egard
less of their great number, the ene· 
mies of David were to be destroyed 
(cut off or cut short). 

Verse 13. Thou reters to the enemy 
who had been persecuting David. The 
wicked intention at the foe had been 
cut short by the Lord. 

Verse 14. Strength and SOng is a 
fine combination. Because David was 
strengthened by the L ord, he would 
praise Him in song. The importance 
of that strength was indicated by the 
fact that it brought salvation to 
David. 

Verse 15. Tabernacles is used in the 
sense of assemblies or groups. Such 
g roups who are righteous ouly have 
the ri ght to rejoice in salvation. Paul 
taught a like principle in Phil . 3: 1. 
ll1ght hand of the L ord, means that 
whatever is done by the hand of the 
Lord is right. 

Verse 16. Right hand is explained 
in the preceding verse. 

Verse 17. David's enemies would 
wish him to die. Thei r expectations 
were to be disappointed, fo r David 
was assured of continuing in Itfe. and 
of being permitted to declarp- the 
works or God to the genera tions to 
come. 

Ve rse 18. David belie\'ed that the 
opposition of his enemies was an in
strument in God's h ands to test his 
fal t.h . He was aware that it would not 
go far enough to slay him . 

Verse 19. Gates of righ teou.mt:s8 
is a figure of speech. meaning the 
ways of right doing. It Is s imilar in 
thought to the e xpression " door of 
opportunity." The direct meaning of 
David was that as the Lord showed 
hIm the good and the rIght way. he 
would g ladly ·walk therein all the days 
of h is llfe. 

Verse 20. The Psalmis t identifies 
the oates oj righteouslws ... Of the pre
ceding verse by the words gates o.f 
the Lord in this vel·s(>. He further
more declaL-es that the ri ghteous will 
en ter thereat. 

Verse 21_ David was e "er ready to 
give God the praise tor a ll bleflsings. 
B fJco ?nc my salHlfion here has special 
r efel'ence to his escape from the 
hands of his enemies. 

Vel'f'iC 22. 23. I have pu t t hese verses 
Into aile paragraph bp-cnuse it re
fll1ir('~ holh to complpt(' the Qllot.ation 
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or Jesus in Matt. 21: 42 and Mark 
12 : 10, Since our Saviour made the 
application to himself we know we 
are cOlTect ill considering this pas
sage as a prophecy of Cbrist and bis 
work on earth . It had special applica
tion to the action of tbe J ewis h people 
in rejecting Christ, whom God after
ward exalted to be the bead piece in 
the great edifice of salvation, the 
church. This is the Lord's doing 
means that it would be the Lord of 
Heaven who would r everse the work 
of the J ews and exalt him whom they 
had tried to debase, No wonder that 
it was sucll a marvelous thing in 
their eyes, fol' tuey were completely 
baffled in their wicked des igns, 

Verse 24. Day is from Ym.l, and a 
part of Strong's definition is, "figura
tively a space of time defined by an 
associated term," In the King James 
version it has been rendered by day, 
time, age, season , space. year, and 
many others. Thus we need not jus t 
think of a 24-hour period , but of an 
age or epoch, Tbe context s hows the 
Psa lmist was making n. prediction of 
the ChrisUan Dispensation, which was 
ushered into being by the exaltation 
of this head stone over all things 
to t he church. Made is from a He
brew word that has been rendered by 
such English words as accomplish, 
appoint, bring forth, fashion, grant 
and prepare. Hence the verse means 
that God ordained the day or age 01' 
period of Christ's reign, and all of us 
should r ejoice in it. 

Verse 25. Ha ving interrupted his 
line for a prophecy concerning his 
illustrious Descendant, the Psalmist 
resumes where he had stopped. The 
1)rospcrity he request.ed was not the 
temporal kind tal' he already had that 
in abundance. He meant for thp Lord 
to prosper him in hi s conflicts w ith 
the foes of righteou!'npss. 

Verse 26. Tho first t1allsfl is a 
general statement that {;Olllrl have 
been said in any ag\" of lhe worlff . It 
has no speCific app licaUon as to when 
or by whom thf': com ing would Iw 
done. You. refer s to anyonr. who had 
qualified under t he terms of t he fil'st 
clause, TIl e hlessing upon all snch 
was to pl'ocef'Cl from the house of the 
Lord. 

Verse 27. Fa\' the peculiar mean· 
ings of Gort and Lord see the com
ments at eh. 86: ]2. When a nything 
is bound it is secu re. As a figure, 
indicating the steadfastness of his 
devotions to God, the Psalmist bids 

the sacrifices to be fastened to the 
altar with cords. 

Ver se 28. Again se+-! the meaning of 
Ooa at Ch. 86; 12, 

Verse 29. This ve rse is a summing 
Ul. of the words of adoration with 
which tbe chapte l' abou nded, God's 
goodness is worthy to be praised be
cause it includes mercy, and the 
mercy is the kind that never faileth. 

PSALMS 119 
General remarks. The main subject 

of this long chapter Is the Word of 
God, With exception of 3, 37, 90, 121, 
122 and 132, each Verse of the psalm 
makes direct m ention of that Word 
under one of the following terms: 
law, testimonies, precepts, statutes, 
commandments, word, judgments and 
ordi nances, The chapter is divided 
into 22 sections ot 8 verses each. and 
the word that stands as a heading of 
each section Is one ot the le tters of 
the Hebrew alphabet, thus giving us 
the s pelling in English letter s of the 
complete Hebrew a lpha bet. I shall 
make brief comments on the se\'eral 
verses. 

Verse 1. Blessed i s from a Hebrew 
word that Strong defines as "happy'" 
We should include the idea of the 
future in the defin ition. Most of the 
happiness of the r1ghteous is in the 
future, although they will be happy 
now over the prospect of what is in 
store for them. God's word is desig
nated by law in this verse, and the 
blessing or happiness is upon those 
who walk according to that law. 
'rhose who do so are regarded as 
unrtc/iled. in God's sight. 

Verse 2. To keep the testi1nonic.<; 
means to observe the reqUiremen ts 
contained theretn, They are called 
by thi s name because they have been 
tf's ted and proved true. 

Verse 3, The pronoUll h·is re fe l's 
to the Lord in the firs t verse_ Hj.~ 
lra .'J.~ means the ma nne r of lite that 
is expected of the servants of God. 

Verse 4. }·t'ccept.~ is used 21 Urnes 
in this chapter and I will quote t he 
definition in Strong's lexicon for the 
original. "properly, appoin ted, i.e. a 
mandate (of God; plural only, collec
tively for the law)." The leading idea 
is of a rule of action that has been 
fixed by some authority tha t is spe
cific in form but general in its ap
plication. To keep them, therefore, 
means to observe dlligently the spe
cific rule of action. 
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Verse 6. Statute! is another term 
tor the Word of God and it is used 
22 times in this chapter. Its meaning 
Is practically the same as that of 
precepts, so I will not repeat the 
definition. See the comments on "pre
cepts" in verse 4. 

Verse 6. To be ashamed means to 
be confused and deteated. Such a 
state will be avoided by having re
spect unto the com.m.andments. This 
is another term for the 'Yard of God, 
and carries the idea of an order or 
positive requirement. 

Verse 7. JuctgmentB is used as one 
of the terms for the Word of God 
because it means a verdict or deci
sion. God has always used the proper 
judgment in forming his Word for the 
guidance of mankind. When a man is 
brought to realize this fact be will 
do the uprjght tbing by giv ing the 
Lord due praise for it. 

Verse 8. For statute8 see the com
ments at v. 5. David dId not believe 
that even a keeper of them could 
entirely avoid all testing afflictions; 
he asked only that he be not utterly 
forsaken. 

Verse 9. God's word is designated 
by a Hebrew term that Is here ren
del'ed by the simple English one, 
which is 'word. It 15 used 38 times 
in this chapter and Indicates that 
God said or spoke the document in
tended as a rule of action. rather 
than merely influencing that action of 
man by bodily contact or power over 
bim. God has always proposed to lead 
man into righteous Hving by appeal
ing to his intelligence; by saying 
something to him. In thIs verse the 
Psalmist is thinking especially of the 
young man who should cleanse his 
way by hearing what God says to him. 

Verse 10. Wholeheartedness is the 
main thought in this verse. A half
hearted profession will cause one to 
wander from the commandments. 

Verse 11. It will do very little good 
to depend upon a manual turning to 
t be Word of God if we do not retain 
it in the heart. That is why David 
hid it there that he might always be 
tortified against sin. It is the same 
thought that is sugggested In 1 Peter 
3: 15. in which one has the Lord 
dwelltng in him through the Truth. 

Verse 12. Bless in this place is 
tram a word that means to praise and 
adore. Such adoration would logically 
prompt one to desire a knowledge of 
H iB statutes. 

Verse 13. The ju,d,gments are de
fined at V. 7. David had such faith 
in them that he wished to repeat them 
for the instruction of others. 

Verse 14. There wUl not be any 
additional term introduced for the 
Word of God until verse 91. I there
fore request the reader to recognize 
the particular term in each verse, 
which will be ttalicized, and see Its 
definition at the proper place near 
the beginning or the chapter. Paul 
bade Christians to rejoice in the Lord 
(Phil. 3: 1). and David said he would 
rejoice in the Lord's t estimonieS'. 

Verse 15. Both parts of this verse 
are related to the same thought. If 
one meditates on the precepts of the 
Lord, It will cause him to show re
spect to the ways of life that are 
expected of the servants of the Lord. 

Verse. 16. We have the interesting 
circumstances of seeing two of the 
terms used in this verse. It is logical 
that It one takes delight In the sacred 
statutes. he will not forge t the divine 
word coming from the same source. 

Verse 17. The highest motive for 
wanting to live is expressed in this 
verse. It Is that the Psalmist would 
have opportunity to keep the word. 

Verse 18. This meant for G<>d to 
help David see the beautiful things 
revealed in the law. The thought for 
general consideration is that it people 
would earnestly search the Sacred 
Volume they would he surprIsed at 
the 'WO ndrous things found therein. 

Verse 19. A stranger is a foreigner 
withIn the meaning of the word here, 
as the words of a fam iliar Bong, "I'm 
but a stranger here, Heaven is my 
home," Indicates. Such a person 
would feel the need of the holy com
matufments. 

Verse 20. My soul breaketh means 
he was overwhelmed wi th desire for 
God 's j udgments. 

Verse 21. A proud man Is one who 
feels above the c01n"mandments of 
God. Such a man will be cursed and 
rebuked by the Author of those com
mandments. 

Verse 22. David seldom asked for 
a favor from God witbout including 
some condition on which he expected 
it. The removal of reproach and con· 
tempt was to be as a reward for his 
keep1ng the divine t e8timonies. 

Verse 23. The original for princes 
is defined, "a head person (of any 
rank or class)," Hence it does not 
always mean officials, but leadIng 
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characters in a community. Such 
persons often feel important and are 
disposed to persecute good men }.ke 
David. But the Psalmist met the 
situation by meditating in the holy 
statutes. 

Verse 24. The Psalmist said in the 
tirst chapter that the happy man was 
the one who delighted in the law or 
the Lord. He now says that he de
lights 10. the testimonies, and also 
that he takes counselor instruction 
from them. 

Verse 25. Cleaveth unto the dust 
Is a flgur~ ot speech, meaning the 
low condition to which the enemies 
of DavId were trying to bring him. 
But he asked to be quickened or en
livened by the 'word. 

Verse 26. Declared my 'W()ys means 
be had professed or declared how 
he wanted to conduct himself. As a 
guide In such a lite. David wished 
to he taught the divine statutes. 

Verse 27. The first clause of this 
verse is like the preceding verse in 
thought, only the Psalmist uses the 
term precepts that he wished to un· 
derstand. After having understood 
them, he proposed to talk about them 
to others. 

Verse 28. Soul Is used for the whole 
being. Melteta signifies a state of 
depression or discouragement. But 
David never qui te gave up hope. 
When things looked very dark and 
trying he always turned to the word 
for help. 

Verse 29. There had been so much 
falsehood devised against David by 
his enemies that he prayed for the 
removal at all such activities. Grant
ing him the law does not imply that 
God would deny anyone the benefit 
of it. The Psalmist meant he craved 
the help of that law in combatting 
those who were devising falsehoods 
against him. 

Verse 30. In this verse the Psalmist 
considers the way Of tnUh as the 
equivalent of walking after the judg
»tents of the Lord. 

Verse 31. A mere profession of in· 
terest In a thing, or an occasional use 
ot it. will not avail very mUCh, hence 
David said he stuck or clung to the 
divine t estimonies. On that condi
tion he felt free to pray for help in 
avoiding an experience of shame. 

Verse 32. To run the way means 
to travel it eagerly. referring to the 
way pointed out in the command
ments. Enlarging the heart has about 

the same thought as opening up an 
avenue of opportunity. Paul wrote 
along the same line of thought in 2 
Cor. 6: 11. 

Verse 33. This verse is another 
prayer for instruction. David craved 
to know the statutes of the Lord, and 
promised to keep them always. 

Verse 34. A man might have a 
great deal of understanding of some 
kind and sUll not be on the right 
course. David desired that whiCh the 
Lord would give him. which would 
come through the divine law. He 
promised to give it wholehearted 
observance. tor he realized that know
ing the law alone would not suffice. 
Jesus brought out that same great 
lesson in John 13: 17. 

Verse 35. In the 23rd Psalm it was 
declared that God would lead his 
sheep in the paths of righteousness 
for his name's sake. The same 
thought is suggested by the path of 
the Lord's com.·m.andments. With such 
a motive anyone would take delight 
in traveling over such a pathway. 

Verse 36. A man's heart cannot be 
inclined in two directions at the same 
time. (Matt. 6: 24.) David places 
the way of God's testimonies as lead
ing in one direction, and the way of 
covetousness as leading in the op
posite direction. 

Verse 37. A thing of vanity is 
something that is useless even though 
it may have a showy appearance. To 
quicken means to enliven, and the 
Psalmist wished to be active in the 
way of life ordained by the Lord. 

Verse 38. The original for stablish 
means to "rfse." The Psalmist means 
for God to cause his word to rise or 
have a standing before him, since be 
was devoted to the attitude of tear or 
reverence tor Him. 

Verse 39. The reproach that David 
feared was a threat tram his enemies. 
He believed that God could divert the 
course of that reproach with his 
jucLgments. 

Verse 40. To long after the precepts 
is similar to taking delight in them. 
(Ch. 1: 2.) To quicken means to 
enliven, and such a quickening would 
be in righteousness. 

Verse 41. Salvation does not come 
to mankind on the ground of merit, 
but through the mercy of God. This 
truth is an outstanding one that is 
taugbt in the holy u,'Ord. 

Verse 42. By trusting in the 1OO1'd 
the Psalmist would be prepared to 
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answer his enemies. We should com· 
pare this with the teaching in 1 Pe. 
3: 15. 

Verse 43. ~o one who loves God 
would think he would depr ive a man 
of the privilege of speaking the 'lcord. 
This was just David's way of ex
pressing bis desire and determina
tion to continue speaking it. One of 
his motives was his confidence in the 
judgment s of God as revealed in the 
divine revelation. 

Verse 44. Fo-r ever anti CL-er is an 
emphatic form or saying it would con
tinue to the end of life. David pledged 
himself to keep the law that long. 

Verse 45. Liberty means to have 
plenty ot room or opportunity to 
walk. That can be said of one who 
seeks to find the Lord's precepts. 

Verse 46. The Psalmist has fre
quently expressed the sentiments of 
this verse. His confidence in the 
testimoni.es of God was so great that 
he. wished others to know about them, 
neIther was he a shamed to speak 
about them even in the hearing of 
great men. Jesus taught the same 
idea in Mark 8: 38. 

Verse 47. It is not enough merely 
to tolerate the commandments of God, 
but a true servant will delight in 
them. Of course we would expect to 
find de1ight in anything we love or 
have set our affection upon. 

Verse 48. Here Is a nother verse 
that uses two of the terms under 
consideration. c01nmandments and 
statutes. To lift up the hands means 
to do something about it, not merely 
make the profession of being inter
ested in the great instrument of right 
living. 

Verse 49. David uses the word "re· 
member" in the sense of a petition 
only, not that he thinks God ever 
forgets. The prayer is made because 
of his hope in the 1wra. 

Verse 50. It is comparatively easy 
to bear affliction if one has a reliable 
basis of support. David was qUickened 
or enlivened by the 100ra of God. 

Verse 51. Pride is often a symptom 
of envy at another's good fortUne. As 
a solace the proud m an may pretend 
to belittle the greatness of the other 
person and he will deride or ridicule 
him. All of such treatment. however 
could not induce David to give up th~ 
law of Ood, for he believed that in it 
there was true greatness. 

Verse 52. The record of the Lord's 
dealings with man was known to 

David. In that record he observed 
the form of divine jud,gnumts and 
took comfort from it. 

Verse 53. Wickedness does not al
ways consist In outright acts of vio
lence. Instead, it is an act of wicked· 
ness to forsak e the lUlL' of God. When 
men do that It may cause the friends 
of righteousness to be fill ed with 
horror. 

Verse 54. Pilgrimage means that 
David r egarded himself as only a 
stranger here on the earth. While 
passing his days on the earth he com
posed songs and had them used to re
fiec t the statutes of the Lord. 

Verse 55. To remember the name of 
the Lord in the night is simliar to the 
thought in ch. 1: 2. After a man 
would pass a. meditative night over 
the name ot the Lord, he would be 
likely to pass the next day keeping 
the law in his nctions. 

Verse 56. This refers to the situa
tion described jn the preceding verse. 
David attributes such a state to his 
keeping the p.,l:ccpts of the Lord. 

Verse 57. POI·tion means allotment 
or share. The most valuable posses
sion one can have, in DavJd's esti
mation, is that which comers from the 
Lord. That was the reason he had 
kept the 'lcords of the Lord. 

Verse 58. In his appeals tor the 
favor of God the Psalmist had been 
wholehearted. Paul taught practically 
the same idea when he said for Chris
tians to corne boldly unto the throne 
of grace (Heb. 4: 16). That same 
mercy of which Paul wrote was ex
pected by the Psalmist because it was 
according to the 100nt whieh offered 
that mercy_ 

Verse 59. Thought on my ways 
means the same as "walk circum
spectly" (Eph. 5: 15). When David 
did this he realized the need for being 
guided by the testimonies . . 

Verse 60. To make haste does not 
have reference to speed in action, but 
to a readiness of mind. It prompted 
the Psalmi st to keep th e command
ments. 

Verse 61. Bands means companies. 
and the thing of which David was 
complaining was the forming of con
spiracy by hi s enemies. Those who 
are wicked enough to plot against a 
righteous man would not likely carp 
anythIng about the principles of the 
law at God. The meaning of the 
clause is that even the persecutions of 
his enemies could not distract the at· 
t ention of David trom the lato. 
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Verse 62. A righteous man will not 
be awakened trom midnight sleep by 
any di sturbances of conscience. But 
other conditions might disturb hie 
sleep, and at such times he will find 
comfort in going to the Lord and 
thanking him tor his righteous jud-Y· 
ments," for the benefits he was de
riving from them. 

Verse 63. David 's choice of associ · 
ates were those who reverenced the 
Lord, and that meant those whose 
reverence was proyed by the ir keep· 
ing His precept!. 

Verse 64. The Psalmist believed 
that all of the bless ings enjoyed by 
the people of the earth wer e indica· 
tions of God's mercy. He wished to 
return the proper conduct in appreci
ation for those mercies, and for gui · 
dance wanted to know the statutes. 

Verse 65. Not only was the dealing 
of God well toward David, but it was 
in harmony with the genera l princi
ples taught in the word. 

Verse 66. A man might have knowl· 
edge but not possess good judgment 
in applying it. David prayed for the 
Lord to give him both, seeing he al· 
ready had faith in the cotnmanrJ,menls 
and the correctness of their require
ments. 

Verse 67. W ent astray does not es
pecially refer to actions that were 
considered as sinful although it could 
include that meaning. It is true that 
David did sin and had to be corrected 
by afflictions. But the statement Is 
also one at a great prieip1e r egarding 
the discipline necessary to hold a man 
in the line of duty. The Psalmist waS 
always an honest and humble servant 
of God, and realized that his afflic
tions had influenced him in keeping 
the word in connection with his daily 
walk. 

Verse 68. Tbere is a familiar say
ing that a man ought to "practice 
what he preaches." We should not ex
pect God to do that exactly since he 
is divine and man Is human. How
ever, David says that God not only 
teaches his statutes, but does good 
things himself. 

Verse 69. Forged is from TAPHAL 
which Strong defines, "a primitive 
root; properly to stick on as a patch; 
figuratively. to impute falsely." The 
thought is that David's enemies had 
besmirched him with lies. The mis
treatment, however. did not prevent 
him from keeping the Lord's precepts. 

Verse 70. Th E'! pronoun thei-r stands 
for the "proud" in the preceding verse. 

Fat is from TAPI{ASH and Strong's 
definition is. "to be thick; flguratlvely 
to be stupid ." Gn~ase is f r om a word 
that refers to the richest part of any 
animal. That being the part without 
musc les, it would be inactive and a 
fittin g illustration of a man who is 
stupid or inactive as to any great 
usefulness. In contrast with such a 
character, David was actively delight· 
ful in God's law so that he meditated 
thereon day and night. 

Verse 71. This verse takes the same 
comments as v. 67 except it uses the 
term statutes in r eferring to the same 
subject tha t is under consideration 
in this chapter. 

Ver se 72. The Psalmist was a pos
sessor of great wealth. yet he did not 
value it as he did the law of God. 
He expressed the same sentiment in 
ch. 19: 10. 

Verse 73. 'rhis verse is logical in 
its reasoning. Since God made alHl 
fashioned man, he certainly knows 
what is best for his manner of life. 
Consequently, David craved an under
standing of the Lol'd 's cOn!4IWndntcnt.v. 

Verse 74 . David's respect for the 
word caused him also to respect those 
who feared its Author. He intended 
to s how that respect in such desirable 
measure when they met the Psalmist 
that it would make them glad. 

Verse 75. The main thought in this 
verse is the justice of the affli ctions 
that had been suffered to come upon 
David. Since they were beneficial to 
him, their infliction proved that God 
was doing the part of a faithful 
Friend when he suffered them to come. 
Cons ideration for all these truths 
caused him to affirm that the judg· 
ments of God are right. 

Verse 76. When one is tortured 
with fears of what the enemy might 
be plot ting, he is hungry for the com
fort that is genuine. That comfort 
that would come trom the merciful 
kindness of God would certainly bring 
the support that could come from no 
other sourCe. David had reason to ex
pect this relief because it had been 
promised in the 'loord which did not 
contain any false promises. 

Verse 77. This verse is much after 
the same thought as the preceding 
one. Tender is not in the original as 
a separate word. Mercies is from 
n AOH A M, which is defined by Strong 
by the simple word "compassion." 
The motive for r equesting this favor 
from God was David's delight in the 



122 Psalms 119: 78·91 

law of God. the subject ot bis medi· 
tations. 

Verse 78. A proud man 1s not one 
who is ashamed. David means lor him 
to be brought to shame as a punish
ment for his wicked pride. These 
enemies had dealt perversely or stu~ 
barnly with David without a cause. 
And again he looked tor support and 
solace by meditating on the precepts 
of the Lord. 

Verse 79. For comments on the first 
part of this verse see those at v. 74. 
To know the Lord's te8timonies in an 
available seDae means to fear Him. 

Verse 80. To be sound means to be 
established in the precePts of God. In 
that condition the Psalmist lelt tbat 
he would not be ashamed or confused. 

Verse 81. David's whole being was 
hungering and thirsting for the salva
tion that comes from God. To that 
end he reHed on the 11}O-nt for instruc
tion. 

Verse 82. This is some more figura
tive language, denoting the earnest
ness at the Psalmist in his desire for 
the word of the Lord. His particular 
desire was for comfort in his afflic
tions and persecutions at the hands of 
his enemies. 

Verse 83. Bottles were made of 
skins of animals, and when new were 
moist and pliable and strong. (Matt. 
9: 17.) But when old or it subjected 
to smoke or fumes they would become 
shriveled and weak. David compared 
himself in the midst of atrIlctions to 
a bottle in the midst or smoke or 
fumes Nevertheless, he remembered 
the 8tatuteB of the Lord and took 
courage. 

Verse 84. The Psalmist means in 
his questioning. how many more days 
ot persecuUon must he sufter? He be
Heved that relief would come when
ever ·God saw fit to apply his law or 
execute his judgment against the en
emies. 

Verse 85. Pride Is often manifested 
by a rebellious spirit against those 
who are righteous. Digged a pit 
means they plotted to bring ahout the 
downfall ot DaVid. and the reason 
they had such wicked desires was be
cause they were not keeping the law. 

Verse 86. Faith/ul is rendered 
"faithfulness" in the margin WhICh 
expresses the thought correctly. The 
meaning is that obedience to the com
mandments will cause a man to be a 
true servant of God. The pronoun 
they stands for the personal enemies 

of DavId, so he prayed for the Lord 
to help him. 

Verse 87. They again reters to Da
vid's enemies who had almost brought 
him to the brink of rufn. But he 
clung to the precepts at the Lord and 
thus won the victory. 

Verse 88. To quicken means to en· 
liven or cheer up another, and the 
lovingkindness of the Lord will have 
that effect on a man. With such an 
incentlve, David felt assured that be 
would keep and observe the testi
mony that had been spoken by the 
Lord. 

Verse 89. Settled is from NAT8AB, 
and the following is the definition: "A 
primitive root ; to station, in various 
applications (literal or figurative)." 
-Strong. The verse means that God's 
Word is stationed or established tn 
heaven for ever. It it were poaalble 
for Infidels to destroy every copy of 
the Bible that is on the earth. that 
would not get rid of it. The Sacred 
Text Is reposlted in the eternal vault 
to which no enemy will ever have ac
cess. However. I am not in the least 
uneasy that the copies of the Word 
will all be destroyed. Many attempts 
have been made to do so but all have 
failed . At the present time the Btble 
Is placed at the top of the list of 
"best sellers" by those who are un
biased, and whose chief motive is one 
of statistical accuracy and not one 
prompted by any partisan religious 
Interests. 

Verse 90. Faithfulness is used in 
the sense of keeping one's word. God 
made the earth for man's temporal 
abode and has promised to preserve 
it as long as it fs needed. At the time 
David wrote the earth was at least 
3000 years old and had been keeping 
up its daily and annual revolutions 
with the accuracy of a perfect time
piece. 

Verse 91. This verse introduces the 
one additional term referred to earlier 
in the chapter, which J8 ordinances. 
It is from Jl.!lSPHAT and Strong de
fines it, "properly a verdict (favor
able or unfavorable) pronounced ju
dicially, especial1y a sentence or 
formal decree (human or divine law, 
indivIdual or collective), including 
the set, the place. the suit. the crime, 
and the penalty: abstractly, justice, 
including a particular right or privl~ 
lege (statutory or customary), or even 
a style." This is the only place this 
Hebrew word Is used for ordinance tn 
this chapter, but it Is a word with 
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such a comprehensive meaning that I 
have copied the definition in full. 
They is a plural pronoun and reters 
to the items of God's control over the 
universe. 

Verse 92. There was no physical 
connection between the law and the 
afflictions of DavId. But be would 
have given up in despair and thus 
perished (figuratively speaking) had 
he not been encouraged by the mora l 
support ot the law. 

Verse 93. ThIs verse is similar in 
thought to the preceding one. The 
precepts of the Lord had quickened or 
enltvened the morale of the Psalmist. 

Verse 94. Save 1ne did not have ret
erence to spiritual things especially. 
but to reliet from the afflictions ot the 
enemy. The basis on which David 
expected the Lord to help him was 
the relation between them, and the 
fact he had sought His precepts. 

Verse 95. Have waited means the 
wicked had been spying and watching 
to detect something in the life ot Da
vid tor which they could ruLD him. 
He had defeated their expectation by 
observing the Lord's testimonies in 
his daily life. 

Verse 96. This verse is a contrast 
between the best there is tn the world 
and the commandments of God. The 
first is limited while the second Is 
broad. 

Verse 91. A person might occasion
ally think about a matter in which 
he does not have any interest. but it 
he loves a thing he will think about 
it constantly. That was why David 
passed whole days meditating on the 
law at the Lord. 

Verse 98. The wisest man in the 
world is the ODe who knows the com· 
mandments of God. Moses taught this 
truth in Deut. 4: 5, 6, and the same 
principle is set forth in other places 
In the Bible too numerous to cite 
here. The pronoun they reters to the 
commandments just mentioned by the 
Psalmist. In order tor them to bene· 
fit him, however, they must be ever 
with him as his constant rule at lile. 

Verse 99. Teachers Is from a He· 
brew word that is defined "a goad," 
and is used in reference to those who 
would Insist that Davtd observe bis 
obligations but who do not attend to 
them in their own lives. They were 
somewhat Uke the persons of whom 
Paul wrote in Rom. 2: 21. David set 
a better example than was ever de
manded by these .. teachers." because 

his manner of life was the result ot 
medItation on the te8ti1t~onies. 

Verse 100. This verse is much like 
the preceding one except the con· 
trast 18 made wtih the ancient,. It 
was tbought because a man was old 
that he would possess superior wis
dom. That would be true as a gen
eral thIng, but even "age and experi· 
ence" will not contribute as much 
understanding to a person as comes 
from keeping the divine precept,. 

Verse 101. A man cannot travel 
over the evil ways of the world and at 
the same time be keeping the require
ments of the '!-pord of the Lord. 

Verse 102. A man's faithtulness to 
the things he has been taugbt some
times is aft'ected by bis confidence tn 
his teacher. David had clung to the 
judgments of God because he had 
been taught by Him. 

Verse 103. The Psalmist had taught 
practically this same truth concern
ing the words of God in ch. 19: 10. 
Please see the comments at that place. 

Verse 104. The understanding com
ing through the precepts ol God was 
set forth in VB. 98-100 above. Such 
knowledge so exposed all false ways 
that David hated them. 

Verse 105. This verse is a very sImi· 
lar saying and tull of beautiful 
thought. When one has to make his 
way through a pathway that is some
what obscure, and that is beset with 
dangerous snares and pittalls, he teels 
the need of a light to guide him in 
his walk. The word was that light 
for David and will be 80 lor all who 
will accept it. 

Verse 106. Oaths were permitted 1n 
the Old Testament but not in the New. 
(Matt. 5: 33-37: James 5: 12.) Dav[d 
had made an oath that he would keep 
the juagm"cn ts of the Lord. He here 
affirmed that he would not break it 
and thus violate Lev. 19: 12. 

Verse 101. The Psalmist asked to 
be quickened, which means to be en. 
livened or cheered up, by the canso· 
lation in the word. 

Verse 108. Some sacrIfices were 
literal or material. such as the otter· 
ing ol animals or products or the 
ground. Others consisted tn the offer
ings of praise and thankgivlng. Paul 
set forth this truth In Beb. 13: 15. 
In reward for such oJTerings David 
expected to be taught the judgments 
of the Lord. 

Verse 109. The first clause 1s a 
figure of speech, somewhat like saying 
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"my heart was in my mouth," mean
ing that the danger of death was very 
near. In all such circumstances the 
Psalmist reHed upon the law for help. 

Verse 110. A snare is a trap that is 
generally set near a beaten path and 
not right in it because such a path 
would be clean of anything with 
which to hide the trap. But being to 
one side it could be covered in the 
hope that the traveler would leave 
the patb through the spirit of ad
venture or perhaps of thoughtlessness 
and then be caught. The literal mean
ing or "err" is to wander to one side. 
The clauses of this verse are hence 
logical, for David says be did not 
err (wander) from the Lord's pre
cepts; he kept within the strait and 
narrow way. 

Verse 111. Heritage is used in the 
sense of a possession , and the Psalmist 
considers the testi1nonies as a valu
able inheritance that he is holding 
for ever , 

Verse 112. It is not the most natu· 
ral thing lor a human being to prefer 
the Sl)iritual rules of life. But David 
acted upon his own heal·t and in
clined 01' trained it for the perform
ance of the statutes of the Lord. This 
service was not for a brief period only 
but unto the end. 

Verse 113. Vain thoughts are those 
that are useless and not containing 
anything solid. In contrast with these 
things DavId loved the law of God. 

Verse 114, Hiding place and .'thicld 
mean the same and are used figura
tively. The Psalmist meant that he 
hoped to be cared for amid all his 
trials by the word. 

Verse 115. Depart trorn me is said 
as an indirect disowning of evil char
acters. In contrast with this David 
said he would keep the com:lnan dmcnts 
of God. This teaches that one can· 
not harbor or e ndorse evi lworkers 
while keeping the commendments of 
Ule Lord. Jesus taught the same thing 
in Matt. 6: 24. 

Verse 116. God will not uphold an 
unrighteous man and David knew it. 
He therefo re prayed to be upheld ac
cording to His wont. A hope based on 
such foundation would be permanent 
and not one of which a person would 
be ashamed. 

Verse 117. This verse has the same 
thoughts as the preceding one, except 
that it uses a different term which is 
. fl tafllt e.fI. 

Verse 118. To err from the statutes 
means to step aside from them. Those 
who did so were trodden down by 
the Lord. Sometimes the truth may 
be handled In such a manner that the 
hearer will be deceived. The char
actel's David had in mind, however, 
were bold and misled their hearers 
with direct falsehood. 

Verse 119. The wicked persons weTe 
not mad e llterally to disappear, for 
they w('r(~ at that n~ry hour alive and 
tormellting David. But he was speak
ing prospectively of the fate of al1 
the wicked. They were destined to be 
brought to ruin while the Psalmist 
would survive to f>n joy the blessings 
provided for in t.he tes tinwnies of 
God. 

Verse 120. The testing afflictions 
that God suffered to come upon David 
were often very severe. For that rea· 
son he trembled, which means he was 
on the alert tn expectation of them. 
To fear and be afraid ot the judy· 
1nents as used here meant that be had 
respect for them to such an extent 
that be wished to observe them. 

Verse 121. The Psalmist really had 
been a good ruler and judged his peo
ple rightly. On this ground he asked 
the Lord tor protection against his 
oppressorS. 

Verse 122. The request in this verse 
is similar to that of the preceding one. 
"Proud" is from a word that means 
to be arrogant or overbearing. 

Verse 123. Nyes fail means he was 
looking eagerly, and salvation means 
relief from his oppression. The 
Psalmist reUed upon God's righteous 
word for such relief, and for safe 
guidance through the storms of life. 

Verse 124. David never did ask for 
absolute freedom fl'om trials ; he only 
asked tor them to be sent in mercy. 
In order to conduct himself properly 
amid the conflicts before him, he de· 
sired to be taught lhe statutes of the 
Lord. 

Verse 125. A powerful king was 
placing himself in the class of ser
vants. Of course such a person would 
want to render acceptable service. and 
to do so he should understand how to 
observe the Master's testimonies. 

Verse 126. It is tfl/1(~. etc .• should 
not be considered as an impertinent 
speech of David. His meaning was 
that an instancfl of great need had 
come for God to vindicate his la1/'. be· 
cause the enem ies had broken it . 
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Verse 127. The value here l)laced 
on the Lord's contmandments is the 
same as in ch. 19: 10; see the com· 
ments at that place. 

Verse 128. It Is right to hate the 
false ways of evil men even though 
we should love the deluded travelers 
in those ways. In harmony with tlIose 
principles we should consider all the 
precepts of God as being right. 

Verse 129. lVondcrful in thi s verse 
means outstanding. and David placed 
that estimate on the testimonies of 
God. By the same token, the man who 
would keep them would be made into 
an outstanding character in God's 
sight. For this reason the Psalmtst 
resolved to keep them with hi s soul 
or whole being. 

Verse 130. The simple does not 
mean people who are unintelligent, 
but those who are uninstructed. The 
entrance or acceptance of the wont 
will bring the light of instruction to 
a11 people if they will opf!n their 
hearts to recieve it. 

Verse 131. Opl:n 'my 1JWRth is a 
figure of speech, meaning that the 
Psalmist was as hungry for spiritua l 
food as the birdling was for material. 
when it opens its mouth eagerly to 
receive the nourtshment ready to be 
dropped into it. The food that David 
was craving was the cO'm,tlw11(tments 
of the Lord. 

Verse 132. "As thou usest" does not 
imply that God ceased to extend mercy 
to those who love Him. The marginal 
rendering is "according to the custom." 
It has always been the manner of the 
Lord to show mercy to good men and 
David was praying for it now. 

Verse 133. This verse should al· 
ways be considered in connection with 
ch. 87 : 23. God does not order the 
steps of man in any direct manner 
independent or teaching. Instead, he 
does it through the directions in the 
teord. 

Verse 134. David had such n spirit 
of justice and fairness that he did not 
expect favors of God unconditionally. 
He asked for delivera nce from op· 
pression of evil men, but promised to 
keep the Lord's precepts. 

Verse 135. Face to shine means to 
look with favor. As r eturn for such 
a. mercy Da vid offered to bl'! Ulllght 
Ihe s tatltt l ' ~ ot the Lord. 

Verse 136. Rivers ofl/'(tt ~ rs is n 
figure ot speeCh, meaning that the 
Psalmist had not fully used his eyes 
in keeping with the law, and as a 

r esult h e had been brougbt to tears 
of shame. The event of himself and 
Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11: 2) was a noted 
instance ot misusing his eyes, and the 
[jI s t Psalm ImJicates his anguish and 
tenrs over it. 

Verse 137. No request is e xpected 
in this ve rse. The P salmist makes an
other reference to the excellencies of 
God's judgment s. 

Verse 138. The same kind of praise 
is meant in this verse as was given in 
the preceding one. The term testi· 
l1w nies is used and David says they 
are righteous and f aithful. That 
means that obedience to them will 
r esu1t in righteousness and faitbful· 
ness in the lives of those who observe 
them. 

Ve rse 139. S trong defines "con
sumed" as being either literal or figur
ative; the latter is the meaning in 
thts verse. David had been so a cUve 
in his zeal for the words of God that 
his enemies had all but destroyed 
him in their b a tred. 

Verse 140. The general definition of 
pure is "unmixed." The marginal 
rendering here is "tried or refined." 
Both definitions amount to the same 
thought. If a metal has been put 
through the r efinery until all the 
dross has been burned out it naturally 
will be unmixed. That condition is 
used to illustrate the quality ot the 
word ot God. There is this exception, 
however, that God's word was always 
unmixed. 

Verse HI. David means that his 
enemies regard ed him as of little im· 
portance. To despise means to be· 
little another, and the evil men in 
that day were e nvious of David's true 
greatness. so they consoled themselves 
by making light of him. But such 
evil treatment could not make him 
forget the precept$ at the Lord. 

Verse 142. Not only is God e ver· 
1astingly righteous, but those who 
obey H im will reap the benefits of 
right livIng even to eYerlas ting Ufe. 
The key to these conclusions is in the 
t ruth of the l aw that had been ap· 
proved by the power of Gild. 

Ve rse 143. Trouble and anguish 
m ay dist urb our earthly interests , but 
tha t need not hinder our delight in 
the Lord 's co-mmallaments. In fact . in 
limes or distress is when we should 
take the greatest delight in such a 
document. 

Verse 144. The reader will please 
apply the comments at v. 142 to this 
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one. Tho difference Is that the term 
here is te.ttimonies. 

Verse 145. Tb1s means that David's 
cry or prayer to God was whole
bearted. And being thus wholly de
voted to the Lord, the Psalmist would 
logIcally keep the statutes. 

Verse 146. David stated a good mo
tive tor wanting to be preserved trom 
his enemies. It would give him oppor
tunity to keep the testimonies. 

Verse 147. To prevent means to pre
cede. David prevented or arose before 
dawn to go to God in prayer because 
ot his hope tn the word. 

Verse 148. Tbe same word is used 
8S in the foregoing verse, only this 
time David preceded the night with 
his prayer. Also, this time be began 
meditating in the u;ord before the 
night bad come, doubtless to continue 
Into the night according to ch. 1: 2. 

Verse 149. The Psalmist's cry was 
not based on his own merit, but on 
the Lord's lovlngklndness. He wished 
to be quickened or enlivened by the 
Lord's jud.gment. 

Verse 150. The pronoun they refers 
to DavId's personal enemies. Draw 
nigh means they were approaching 
David, and their motive was to do him 
some mischIef. The reason tor their 
evil design was their disconnection 
from the law ot God. 

Verse 151. The way to be near the 
Lord Is to keep his commandments. 
That Is because they are according to 
truth, and the Lord is the source of 
all true prinCiples. 

Verse 152. KnOlCn Of old means that 
David had known for many years 
that the testimonies of God had been 
well founded. Thei r foundation was 
so firm that It was destined to stand 
for ever, even after the heavens and 
earth had passed away. 

Verse 153. This verse contains the 
same request that David has uttered 
a number or times. The affliction of 
which be complains is not physicial , 
but refers to the oppression from his 
enemies. He backs up his prayer by 
profession ot hIs interest in the law, 
which he will demonstrate by remem
bering it. 

Verse 154. To plead the cause of 
David meant to take an active inter· 
est in it by delivering him from his 
enemies. To quicken meant to en· 
liven or cbeer up the Psalmist, and 
it was to be done according to the 
word of the Lord. 

Verse 155. Salvation in this connec
tion means the spiritual kind, and tbe 
wicked did not have it because they 
were far from the statutes of God. 
There could be no salvation through 
any other source than what is found 
in the divine document. 

Verse 156. ]n most of the verses 
the Psalmist connects his petition tor 
further favors with acknowledgement 
of those already received. The mer· 
cies already received from God were 
many. Now DaVid asks to be quick· 
ened or encouraged according to the 
judgments of the Lord. which are re
corded in the Sacred Text. 

Verse 157. Persecutors and enemies 
would be considered the same, only 
a different form of opposition. The 
first might be more personal and vio
lent than the second. But all mis
treatment fail ed to draw the Psalmist 
away from the holy testimonies. 

Verse 158. David's unpleasant feel
ings in tbis verse were not for per· 
sonal complaints, but because of the 
transgressions of those who would 
not keep the word. 

Verse 159. The basis for his request 
was named first by the Psalmist;. it 
was his 10\'e for the precepts. He 
then asked to be quickened or cheered 
up in keeping with the lovingkindness 
of the Lord. 

Verse 160. This verse uses two of 
the terms tor the subject being con
sidered in this long chanter, uord 
and judgments. The significant as
sertion is made that covers both the 
past and futUre. They were true to 
begin with, were the truth at the 
time of their introdUction, and wllI be 
found to be so to the end of their 
existence. or untn they have fulfilled 
their divine purpose in the conduct 
of man .on the earth. 

Verse 161. Princes were not officials 
but were leading persons of any class. 
Such might feel as if they were privi
leged characters and would envy a 
man like David. Their persecution of 
such a gOOd man would be without a 
cause to be sure. In spite of such 
treatment the Psalmist stood in awe. 
or had deep reverence for the 'WOrd. 

Verse 162. David's estimate ot the 
u,'01'd was that it was of more valUe 
than great spoil, which means great 
wealth stored away and then acci
dently found by another. 

Verse 163. The record of David's 
life will bear out the statement of 
this verse. In the sad affair with Bath-
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sheba he did not attempt even to 
modIfy his guilt but plainly admitted, 
"r have sinned against the Lord" 
(2 Sam. 12: 13). This would give 
force to the other part at the verse. 
that be loved the law ot God which 
was divine truth. 

Verse 164. Beven a8 a figuraUve 
term denotes completeness and it Is 
used eVidently in that way here. It 
means that David's entire ute was 
filled with praise tor the Lord and tor 
his righteoUs judgments. 

Verse 165. The word offended means 
to stumble or talter in one's pathway. 
Those who ' love the law of the Lord 
will have the peace that "passeth all 
understanding" (Phil. 4: 7), and theY 
wlll have no occasion to stumble be· 
cause such persons will be wa tching 
where they go. They wl1l be walking 
"circumspectly" (watching their steps, 
Eph. 5: 15)' and wtH thus avoid the 
snares laid for them by the enemy at 
souls. 

Verse 166. David has made frequent 
reference to salvation, but it is gen
erally concerning relief from his many 
persecutions, And even the temporal 
benefits which he expected from the 
I..ord were to be bad on condition at 
doing the commandments. 

Verse 167. Soul is used [or the 
whole being, because a true servant ot 
God wtll keep the testimonies with 
his mind and body. 

Verse 16&. This is another verse 
that uses two of the terms, precepts 
and testimonies. The Psalmist had 
kept them so that all his ways (man· 
ner ot life) would be betore or in the 
favorable view of the Lord. 

Verse 169. When David speaks of 
his cry he generally means his earnest 
prayer, To come near means for it to 
be heard and considered by the Lord . 
The ' Psalmist realized that he needed 
understanding, both as a king and 
also as an Individual servant of God. 
and he wished it to be according t o 
the word. 

Verse 170. suppl-icati on is used tn 
the same sense as "cry" in many of 
the other verses. And, as always, 
the Psalmist depended on the 'leoTd 
as the instrument of God through 
which he was to obtain all divine 
favors. 

Verse 171. Misdirected praise is not 
desired by the Lord and DaVId reat
ized it. He therefore wished to be 
first taught by the precepts at God. 

Verse 172. Here is another verse 

with two of the terms, 'W01'(t and com-
1nandments. David's reason for speak· 
ing ot them was the rIghteousness of 
the inspired document. 

Verse 173. The same One whose 
hand could help David was the Author 
of the precepts that he had chosen as 
his rule at action in lite. 

Verse 174. SalVation would be used 
in its broadest sense in this place, tn
cluding relief from persona) enemies 
and salvatlon for his soul spiritUally. 
The Psalmist was not willing merely 
to accept this salvation but longed tor 
it. This is like the teaching of Jesus 
in Matt. 5: 6. In keeping with the 
statement David says he delighted in 
the law which was the instrument 
that was to guide him. 

Verse 175. The word sou.l is used 
with reference to the whole being. 
David's lite had been threatened many 
times by bls enemies, and he is pray
ing for the preservation coming from 
the Lord, and it was to come through 
means of the divine j udgments. 

Verse 176. I have gone astray is 
just a general admission of his mis
takes in Ilfe, and not necessarily in 
reference to any speeific sin. He 
prayed for restoration to the divine 
favor as a sheep that had been found 
after having wandered. The noted 
chapter closes with the promise that 
David will not forget the Lord's com
'mandments, 

PSALMS 120 
Verse 1. DaVid's distress was al· 

ways that which came from the perse
cutions of his enemies, not any bodily 
affliction. In such times he prayed to 
God and was heard. 

Verse 2. The word soul Is used tor 
the whole being, for the enemies did 
not have any effect on David's inner 
man spiritually. But they used false
hood and deceit in trying to persecute 
him and making his ute as miserable 
as possible. 

Verse 3, This verse is addressed to 
the foes who were resorting to lies in 
their enmity against David. It is a 
question for them to answer as to 
what they expected to gain by such 
evil means as they were using against 
the Psalmist. 

Verse 4, In thts verse the Psalmist 
answers the question he aslted in the 
preceding verse. The lying enemy was 
to receive his just d ues from the 
mighty; that Is, some force greater 
than he. Those just dues are figura
tively called sharp arrows and coals 
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of juniper, This last word is really a 
name ot several evergreen trees. 
These great plants contain much rosin 
which is very infiammable. and re· 
ferred to here to indicate the intens
ity of the punishment to come on the 
eviJ characters. 

Verse 5. Mesech and Ketlar were 
Borne barbarous tribes of the ancient 
times. David was not literally living 
among them, but he used the names 
figuratively to designa te the wicked 
people who were continually hound
Ing him with their persecutions. 

Verse 6. This verse Is m"re along 
the same line with the preceding one. 
However, David does not use any 
flgures but makes the plain charge 
that he was and has been lcng tor
mented with people who do not want 
to be at peace with him. 

Verse 7. The Psalmist never advo
cated "peace at any price," but his 
enemies did not want peace at all. 
They preferred to keep up a state of 
hostility by all means. 

PSALMS 121 
Verse 1. Hills and mountains are 

often used figuratively in the Bible, 
meaning some prominent place or 
government. David was us ing it to 
mean the government and institut10n 
of the Lord. From that holy and ex
alted situation h e expected to get 
help. 

Verse 2. This verse gives the same 
thonght as the precedlng one, only it 
speaks in direct language and names 
the Lord as the source of all help. 
The logical thonght is that a Being 
who could make heaven and earth 
CQuld surely help a human creature. 

Verse 3. The Psa lmist addresses 
hlmseIr in the 2nd person; it is a 
form (If self-assurance. The surety of 
constant help is due to the fact that 
the Helper never slumbers on the 
Situation, bnt is always alert and 
ready for the needed action. 

Verse 4. If the care of one servant 
would require that God shOUld nevpr 
slumber. then surely the care of all 
Israel would require .as much. There 
is not much difference between slu.m
ber and sleep, Yet there is a slight 
distinction if the original words are 
considered. The first means to allow 
onese lf to fall asleep from lack of 
Interest, the second menns to go to 
sleep from physicial drowsiness. The 
Lord will not fail of his care through 
ei ther cause. 

Verse 5. The Psalmist Is still ad
dressing himself in a tone ot assur
ance; he believed the Lord would help 
him in all of his trials. He then used 
a figure ct speech in the fOrm of a 
shade which would be a great relief 
from the scorching heat or the sun. 

Ver se 6. For the undesirable effect 
of the sun and the r eliet therefrom, 
see comments on the preceding verse. 
There is no nctual harm Or discom
fort that can come from the moon, 80 

the expression is used to complrte 
the sum of protection that may be had 
from the Lord. In other words, it is 
an accommodative form of saying to 
include all extremes. Jt is somewhat 
like saying that God will care for one 
unner all circumst3nces, whether cold 
or hot, wet or dry, day or nIght. 

Verse 7. There Is nothing specific 
In this verse, but a general ~l!:8urance 
that the Lord will abundantly care for 
his own. 

Verse 8. This verse 1s also a gen
eral assurance of the care exercised 
by the Lord. However. the Psalmist 
uses some more figures of speech to 
expI'ess the completeness of that care. 
Going out and coming in. does not 
have any technical meaning. but be
ing two opposite terms they denote 
that the preservation which God pro
vifles for his people is thorough in its 
character and complete In its extent. 

PSALMS 122 
Verse 1. Some people JOOk upon 

going to the house of the Lord as a 
duty only. and they gO with a kind of 
"have-to" feeling. It is do u b t f u I 
whether such service is acrenlable. 
It bas already been learned (Ch. 110: 
3) that the Lord's people were to be 
n w i11inA: people. If Christians are 
true to their profession th('y will be 
glad tor the opportunity of meeting 
in God's assembly. 

Verse 2. In the time of ·Davld the 
house of the Lord was In Jerusalem. 
That gave the occasion of standing 
within the gates of the city. 

Verse 3. Compact means to be 
united and knit together , both liter
ally and figuratively. J e rusalem was 
the capital of the Israelite govern
ment 11S well as the headquarters of 
the Mosaic religions system. It was 
Important. then, for the city to be thus 
strong and able to r esist the attacks 
of the heathen around it. 

Verse 4. The tribes refers to the 12 
tribes of Israel that went up to Je
rusalem at the annual feasts. Unto 
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the testimony means they went to 
the place where the tables of the lesti· 
mony had originally been deposited. 
(Ex. 25: 16.) 

Verse 5. Jerusalem was the capital 
of the Israelite national government. 
That means that the thrones (seals) 
of judgment would be located in that 
city. 

Verse 6. There were many heathen 
nations not far from Jerusa lem that 
would envy its po,ver among the gov
ernments of the world. David called 
for prayers that the capital of his be
loved country might reign in peace 
over her citizens. 

Verse 7. The walls were for the 
protection of the city as a whole, and 
the palaces were for the housing of 
citizens. The Psalmist prayed for the 
peace of all. 

Verse 8. DavId became more per
sonal and prayed (or the peace of 
J erusalem for the sake of his breth
ren who lived in the city, also for all 
who were his companions. 

Verse 9. Coming back to the relig
ious point ot interest. David promi!'led 
to work tor tbe good ot the city. That 
was because the house ot God was 
located there. 

PSALMS 123 
Verse 1. The word heaven in the 

Old Testament is always trom the 
same Hebrew word. so the connection 
must be considered in determining 
which of the 3 heavens is meant. The 
word is plUral in this verse which 
shows it is used somewhat figura
tive ly. The idea expressed is that the 
Lord's dwelling is high and above all 
other things. 

Verse 2. A servant and maid are 
looking tor the reward or their ser
vices. But f.hey know they must wait 
until the proper time to r ece ive it. 
Likewise, the servant or God w111 
wait until he rece ives his reward. 

Verse 3. Contempt means an im
pudent belittling ot another. The 
enemies ot David had so trea ted him 
and his brethrpn that they were filled 
or "had their fill" of it. 

Verse 4. The soul here means the 
perSon as n whole. Scorning and con
tempt have practically the eame mean
ing. and It was manifested by those 
at ease, or those who bad been spoileil 
by too much Indulgonce in earthly 
prosperity. There were the ones who 
were designated as Proud by the 
Psalmist. Such a person would show 
this evil attitude toward a good mnn 

like David, because be realized that 
be was a better person than this 
proud man and took that way to so
lace himself tor bis wounded pride. 

PSALMS 124 
Verses 1. 2. These 2 verses are 

grouped because they are practically 
the same in thought. They state a 
condition (that of tbe Lord's being 
with Israel), on which a certain re
sult had depended, and that will be 
named In the following verse. 

Verse 3. This is what would bave 
happened had the fact of the fore
going paragraph not been true. SwaJ.. 
lOllied is a figure or speech wblch 
Strong defines. "to make away with." 
The protection assured is like that ex
pressed in Rom. 8: 31. 

Verse 4. When lI.:aters or the eQuiv
nlent is used symbolically (sucb as 
streams or floods ) , it means great 
volumes of afflictions or persecutions. 

Verse 5. Proud waters refers to the 
people who would have overwhelmed 
God's people with tbeir persecutions. 
To go over the soul refers to the ef
fec t of their persecutions in this life. 
not to the spiritual effect in the world 
to come. 

Verse 6. Since God had extended 
such merciful protection tor his own, 
this verse blesses or praises Him for 
It. 

Verse 7. David used the occupation 
of a trapper for an illustration. A 
fowler is one wbo sets snares to catch 
fowl and othe r objects of prey. Da~ 
vid's soul (his present Ilfe ) had es
caped the trap through the watchfUl
ness of the Lord. 

Verse 8. The Psalmist drops his 
f\ gures and uses literal terms. His 
reasoning is that de1iverance had 
come from the One who was maker 
of heaven and earth. 

PSALMS 125 
Verse 1. The logiC of this verse is 

evident. Zion was the headquarters 
for tbe Lord's interests on earth and 
had been protected by His might. To 
trust in the Lord. then. would bring 
tbe same protection as had been given 
to the holy cltY. 

Verse 2. The physical protection of 
m ountains for a city is used to illus
trate the encirCling shield of the Lord 
for his people whom he has chosen. 

Verse 3. Rod is used in the sense 
or rule or control. It the wicked had 
been suffered to control the conduct 
of God's people, U1ey would have been 
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torced to take part in evil deeds. The 
Lord prevented tbese evil persons 
from having such a control. 

Verse 4. Do good, does not refer to 
the versonal conduct of God for he 
could not do otherwise. It means to 
ask God to extend good and desirable 
favors to those who are entitled to 
such treatment. 

Verse 5. Crooked 100118 means tbe 
ways of lite followed by those who 
forsake the pathway of righteousness. 
Tbey shall be classed at the end with 
the ODes who bad never professed a 
Ute of goodness. This suggests the 
awful thought in Matt. 25: 41. 

PSALMS 126 
Verse 1. This verse 1s in the past 

lense in form, and as such had been 
true of Israel more than once. for the 
nation bad been rescued from tbe 
sage was also prophetic and was ful
band of the oppressor. But the pas· 
fill ed when Israel was returned from 
Babylonian captivity, recorded in the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah. 

Verse 2. Laughter and 8in'f}ing are 
used in about the same sense and 
neither indicates a feeling of light· 
ness or levity. It reters to the spirit 
of rejoicing that the nation of the 
JsraeHtes felt after their release from 
captivity. The last half of the verse 
was fulfilled by the attitude of tbe 
Persians toward Israel after the over· 
throw of the Babylonians who bad 
taken the Israelites captive. (Ezra 1: 
1-4.) 

Verse 3. For comments on this 
verse see those on verse 1. 

Verse 4. This verse is in the form 
of a. request, but tt is actually. a 
prophecy of the return of the nahon 
of Israel from the Babylonian captiv· 
ity. 

Verse 5, 6. This entire passage is 
figurative in its application. The 
thought is somewhat like the old say· 
ing, <fA bad beginning may have a 
good ending." The paragraph sets 
forth a principle of action that would 
have many opportunities for practice. 
For instance, if a man was no~ will· 
ing to plant the seed because It was 
in the early spring and the unpleas
ant weather that often comes then, he 
might not have the privilege of reap
ing a harvest. But the specific ap
plication is to the experiences of the 
Israelite nation in their captivity and 
the return. The tears and 'weeping 
came at the time of the captivity, and 
the reaping of the sheaves occurred 
upon the return. 

PSALMS 127 
Verse 1. The gist of t1:lis verse is 

that man is wholly dependent on the 
Lord tor the ability to accomplish the 
things of which he sometimes wishes 
to boast. 

Verse 2. God provides all that is 
necessary for man's existence on this 
earth. It is true that he must co· 
operate, but it is vain. or unneces
sary for him to spend both day and 
night to gain the wealth of the world; 
that is, the amount of it that Is 
needed for his comfort and well-beIng. 
I do not believe the Lord planned the 
night as a work time, but for the 
time of rest. Or. in the words of our 
passage, the night is the time that 
God giveth his beloved sleep. If man 
were satisfied with the tbings actually 
necessary tor his happiness in this 
lite, he could do enough in the day 
time to get the production of the 
earth gOing, whether direct or indi
rect, that would be reqUired for his 
consumption, and then v. hlle be was 
sleeping the Lord would be stilI at 
work with the laws of nature while 
his beloved was thuB getting his need· 
tul rest in sleep. 

Verse 3. Heritage means something 
receh'ed trom another. Hence, al
tbough children are the offspring or 
human beings. their presence should 
be regarded as a gift from the Lord. 
This is far different from the attitude 
manifested by many people who re
gard children in an objectionable 
light. 

Verse 4. ArrOIL'l8 are referred to as 
an illustration of tbe value at chil
dren. The comparison 15 with the 
idea of defense or support. If a man 
is equipped with al"l"ows be has where
with to defend himself. And if he 
begets children in the days of his 
youth and strength, they will be a 
support for him when he Is, old. 

Verse 5. The illustration Is still 
drawn from the bow and arrow. A 
quiver is a case for holding arrows. 
A man with a quiver tull of arrows 
would be well supplied for a conflict; 
so a man with many chl1dren would 
be equipped for the battles of life. He 
would not be ashamed nor afraid to 
meet the enemy at the gate of his 
city. 

PSALMS 128 
Verse 1. A man proves be lears the 

Lord by walking in his ways. That 
means to walk as the Lord has di· 
rected. (See chapter 119: 133.) 

Verse 2. An unrighteous man may 
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be permitted to consume what he pro
duces, but be cannot bave much ap-. 
preciation for it if he leaves the -fear 
of God out of consIderation. 

Verse 3. In the days of special provi
dence, God r ewarded a righteous man 
frequently with the JOYS of a happy 
family. (See Job 42: 15-17.) 

Verse 4. This vIrtually repeats the 
thought in verse 1. 

Verse 5. Zion was a place in JerU
salem wbere the temple was located. 
The verse indicates that the promised 
blessings ·would issue from the divine 
headquarters. 

Verse 6. The prospect of seeing one's 
children'S chlldren means that be wUl 
have a long life. Peace upon I srael 
would be welcomed by a righteous man. 

PSALMS 129 
Verses 1, 2. Israel as a nation is 

meant. and tbe passage refers to the 
frequent oppressions that came upon 
it beginning In the sojourn in Egypt. 
Y et they have not prevailed again.st 
1ne. In the outcome the nation was 
saved by the Lord. 

Verse 3. This is figurative. drawing 
the likeness tram the action at a plow 
that agitates the earth. Long furrows 
indicates extensive sieges of persecu
tions at the hands of the national 
enemies. 

Verse 4. It was wrong for the wicked 
people to bind God's people with the 
cords at oppression, therefore the 
righteous Lord properly severed the 
cords. 

Verse 5. To be confounded means 
to be confused, and to be turned back 
means to be defeated and humiliated . 

Verse 6. In times of unusual mois
tu re a scant growth of grass would 
appear on the housetops. but it would 
have such a weak bed for rooting that 
the sun would soon kill it. David used 
the circumstance to illustrate the lot 
he wished to come upon the enemies 
or Zion. 

Verse 7. Such a short crop would 
not fill the hand of the harvester. 
Neither would the reaper be able to 
fill his bosom (or body) with food. 
since he had not gathered s heaves of 
which to make bread. 

Verse 8. These wicked men would 
not enjoy even the good wishes of the 
passers by. They would become a class 
of beings rejected by the Lord and 
ignored by men. 

PSALMS 130 
Verse 1. The depths referred to the 

great depression into which David's 
enemies had plunged bim with their 
pers~utions. Whlle in that condition 
he cried to God. 

Verse 2. Supplications means the 
more urgent and earnest prayers. 
That kind at petition to God usually 
is offered when personal distress is 
the motive. Howev-er, a servant of 
God might make a supplication It he 
felt a deep personal concern tor some 
special friends who were in a situa
tion of distress or wefe threatened 
with such. 

Verse 3. Mark is from SHA~[AR and 
also means "regard." The verse means 
that if the Lord should take our iniq
uities seriously, Intending to hold a ll 
to strict account. then none of us 
would stand to "get by." 

Verse 4. Instead of holding us to 
strict account of justice, there is f or
giveness from the Lord. However, 
this leniency must not be abused, but 
the favored person should thereby be 
led to fear or respect God for his 
goodness. 

Verse 5. Wait and hope are used in 
the same sense here. This first Is 
(rom a word which Strong defines 
partly, "to expect," and we know that 
is also a part at the defin ition of 
hope, the second word in the verse. 

Verse 6. Wait eth is not in the orig
inal as a separate word. The thought 
is justified by the previous verse 
which does have the word in the 
original text. David means that his 
longing for the favor ot God is more 
intense than that of man generally in 
wishing for the morning to come to 
r elieve him from the shadows of 
night. 

Verse 7. AU true hope is in the 
Lord; any other will be disappoint
tng. And what man receives from 
Him will be on the basis of divine 
mercy. not human merit. 

Verse 8. The redemption coming 
tram God is complete and based on 
his mercies. Redemption from all his 
iniquities means that aU redemption 
that Israel obtains must come from 
the Lord and not from any human 
source. 

PSALMS 131 
Verse 1. Haugh.ty is from GABAHH 

and Strong defines it, "A primitive 
root; to soar, I.e. be lofty." It has a 
meaning opposite of humility. Paul 
tnstructed Christians to "be not high 
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minded" (Rom. 12: 16). and this sor t 
of humbleness is professed by David 
in this passage. The latter part of t he 
verse has practically the same m ean
Ing, except the Psalmist makes a prac· 
tical application of the bumble feel· 
Ings he professes to have in the be
ginning of the verse. If he feels 
humble a8 to bis ability he will also 
refrain from meddling in matters 
above his qualifications. 

Verse 2. When a child is being 
weaned he will need special tender · 
ness from his mother to qUiet and 
calm him. David uses the event as a 
comparison of his feelings of content
ment under the Lord . The general 
context shows be had been made sat
i sfied by the r eassuring goodness of 
God, a nd was content, like a t rusting 
child, to walt for whatever further 
favors and support his divine Parent 
had in store tor him. 

Verse 3. The Psalmist had trained 
himself as an individual to behave 
aUer t he manner described in the pre
ceding verse; be now exhorts Is rael 
as a whole to do the same. 

PSALMS 132 
Verse 1. The heading placed at the 

top of th is psalm says it was offered 
on the occasion of removing the ark. 
The language of several verses will 
verify it, as also does the history of 
the event which may be read in 2 
Samuel 6 and 1 Chronicles 13. Con
sidering a ll the circumstances con
tronting bim at that time we can 
understand wh y David would ask the 
Lord to remember him. 

Verse 2. In this verse David makes 
Indefini te reference to his previous 
vows ot devotion to the Lord. 

Verse 3. Here the Psalmist starts 
to specify items in which he had 
promised to sacrifice his personal 
pleasure to the interests of the Lord. 
He would not give prior ity to his own 
house and comforts l't his own bed. 

Verse 4. The comforts referred to 
at the close of the preceding verse are 
those ot rest and sleep. Such joys 
are right and David did not belittle 
their importance. He meant that all 
such plf'3SUreS would be given second
ary consideration. 

Verse 5. This verse sta tf!s the thing 
that was uppermost in the mind ot 
the Psalmist. He wished to build a 
house for the Lord but was not to 
bave that prlvlle~e. But the ark was 
not even with the tabernacle where 
it originally belonged. The next best 

thing that David could do was to 
br ing it to Jerusalem and house It in 
a tent which he pitched tor tha t pur
pose. The ark was the most impor
tant article in the service, for It had 
received the tables of the law and in 
Its presence the high priests met and 
communicated vdth God. That ac
counts for the language of this verse. 

Verse 6. H eard of i t me..ans the ark 
was spoken of at l!Jphratah. which is 
another form of Bethlehem . The ark 
hnd been movcd about from place to 
place and had received some promi
nence among the people in general. 

Verse 7. Tab ernacle is used ina 
general sense to mean any place 
where t he presence of God would be 
represented. Sur h a place would be 
In the vicinity of the ark tha t was 
soon to be brought into the city by 
David. Wor8h ip at his footstoOl in
dicates the h umble attitude of those 
who would worship the Lord, 

Verse 8. Thi s verse might be called 
a speech ot welcome made by David. 
It was for the coming of the Lord as 
represented by the ark that was about 
to arrive. 

Verse 9. The pronoun thy r efers 
to the Lord, and the priests were 
the men who were to administer the 
religious ~rvices under the Mosaic 
sYstem. Clothed u,'ith righteOtl.sne88 
means that those in charge of the 
high and holy service of the priest
hood should be r ighteous men. If 
such a condition could be real1zed it 
would cause the sai nts to shout for 
joy because ot the 'spiritual encour
agement it would mean. 

Verse 10. The Psalmist presents 
h !rnself in two different rhases; the 
first as a servant and then as a king. 
Then the prayer is for God to sup
port h 1m as king remem" ering his 
faithfulness as a servant while In his 
earTy relations wi th the Lord. 

Verse 11. One peculia r trait of in
spiration is to break abruptly into a 
line of thought with a prophecy. And 
yet it might not be regarded as so 
abrupt after all , It can often he seen 
that some relation will exist between 
the passages. Here we see David In 
earnest petition for Gorl's favor In 
thlR time or imp"rtant a~Uon In the 
service of God. His prayer WIlS to be 
heard for the sake of present·day con
ditlnns. Th"n what coulCl be more ap
propriate than fa p-ive h 1m a predic
tiron whose fulftllment would be hon
oring to him. Of course we know it 
was a predictioD of Christ who was to 
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be a ltneal desceDdant of David. 1 
set might be confusing to us if we dId 
not obserse tbat "set" Is a transitive 
verb with the object named first. If 
is as if the clause sa id. "I wUi set 
the fruit of thy body on a throne," 

Verse 12. The passage is still look
ing to the service to be carrIed on 
under this oJ't'spring of David. Thy 
children refers to the ones who would 
be produced bv this offspring. It they 
will be faithful the Lord will con· 
tlnually bless them. This blessing i8 
figurati vely referred to as a r e igning 
on a throne. not that Christians were 
to sit on a I1tera) throne in the king
dom of Christ. 

Verse 13. Zion was that part of J e. 
rusalem that was the headquarters 
tor t.he Lord's institution in the time 
of David . It was likewise to be the 
starting place for the institution un
der this noted son of David. (Isa. 2: 
3. ) 

VerSe 14. Let the reader not forget 
that the passage is still a prophecy of 
Christ and the religious system that 
was to be sct up under Him. The 
verse rep resents God as recognizing 
that system (headquarters at Zion In 
Jerusalem) as his last and complete 
regime. That is why 1t says it was 
to res t for ever there. This is the 
same prediction in thought that the 
prophet made In the presence of Nebu
chadnezzar. (Dan. 2: 44.) 

Verse 15. This verse is a reference 
to the bounti ful spiritual provisions 
that were to be made under the reign 
of Christ in a spiritual kingdom. 

Verse 16. This refers to all Chris
tians who are elsewhere designated 
as priests. (1 Pe. 2: 9.) They were to 
be clothed with sal vation in that their 
service wtll be entirely religious and 
done for the salvation ot those r e
lated thereto. Saints is another name 
for the same people called priests 
above. 

Verse 17. H orn in symbolic language 
means power or authority. Christ was 
a son of DavId and was to be given 
great power (Matt. 28: 18). That is 
why it is said that David would have 
0. horn to bud or spring forth. Lamp 
is another result that was to come 
into the world through this offspring 
of David; he was to be the light of 
the world and the same great truth 
is set forth in John 1: 4·9. 

Verse 18. This is a prediction of the 
penalties that will be imposed on 
those who reject the authority of 
Christ. Their description and various 

references to fulfillment are too nu~ 
merous even to cite in this place. 

PSALMS 133 
Verse 1. Pleasant is from a Hebrew 

word that means delightful and agree
able. A thing might be good and yet 
not delightful: or, it might be agree
able and delightful and yet not be a 
good thing. The Psalmist declares 
that it i. both good and delightful lor 
brethren to dwell together in unity. 
That word is from YACHAD and the 
fo11owing is the definItton: "Properly 
a unit, I.e. (adverbially) unitedly."
Strong. It is the word for "aItke" in 
Job 21: 26. the word 1s stronger than 
a mere "agreeing to disagree," so as 
to present merely the appearance of 
unity. Such a condition Js not ac
ceptable to God. "Can two walk to
gether except they be agreed ?" (Amos 
3: 3) is a question that has a negitive 
answer implied. For a group of peo
ple merely to meet under the same 
roof does not constitute unity In the 
Lord's sight. It can be accomplished 
only by all parties who are proposing 
to dwell together to agree on the 
teaching of God's word as the bond of 
unity between them. 

Verse 2. The comparison is to the 
sweetness of the olive oil and the 
great extent to which it was in evi
dence. The 011 was used when Aaron 
was consecrated for the omce of priest 
(Ex. 29: 7) . David means that when 
brethren dwell together tn untty of 
the Spirit it makes a situation of 
sweet consecration that is as agree
able to the mind as the olive oil was 
sweet to the eyes of those present. 

Verse S. H ermon Is the highest 
mountain in Palestine and its sum~ 
mit Is not attained by man. Yet the 
dew falls upon it which generally 
turns into snow and betokens an idea 
of freshness to the Sight ot people in 
the lowlands. The blessing of this 
snow on the mountains of Palestine, 
coming from the Lord upon human
kind as a benediclion of nature. was 
an illustration in the mind of Davtd 
of the satisfying e1'tect of the peaceful 
fe llowship of Joving brethren. 

PSALMS 134 
Verse 1. Servants of the Lord is in

definite, but 1 ChI'. 9: 33 shows that 
the singers were the ones speCifically 
meant here. None of the services of 
the set feasts required the presence of 
the men at night. But the singers 
often remained tn the holy place 
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after the hours of day had passed. The 
Psalmist is calling upon them to use 
the songs that would bless or praise 
the Lord. 

Verse 2. The lifting up of the hands 
was a gesture of both respect and ap
peal. 8anctuar1l means a holy place 
when the idea of loca1ity is being con
sIdered, and it means holiness when 
the attitude of the worshipers is the 
point. Certainly Done but holy or 
righteous men would be invited to 
engage in a praise service to God. 
The New Testament teaches the same 
truth In 1 Tim. 2: 8. 

Verse 3. The creation of the heavens 
and the earth is frequently m entioned 
in connection with Borne other favor 
from GOd. The reasoning ot it is that 
a Being who can perform such a 
mighty deed is certainly able to be
stow other blessings. But it should 
not be overlOOked here that the bless· 
ing was to come Ottt of Zion. Ood had 
a certain headquar ters for bis religi
ous system on eartb. and only through 
that means might men expect to re
ceive spiritual benefits from Him. 

PSALMS 135 
Verse 1. In the Book of Psalms the 

word "praise" occurs a great many 
times and generally comes from HAJ.AL 

or YADAH. These Hebrew words have 
practically the same definition, mean· 
ing to celebrate, respect or worship. 
and it may be expressed either by 
some motions ot the hands or head, 
or by the voice in song or words of 
compliment, 01', by all ot these com
bined . Hence. when an order or reo 
quest is made tor men to praise the 
Lord, and no parilcular form is sug· 
guested, it Is left to the actor to 
choose his own method of praising God. 
The above explanation ot "praise" 
covers so nearly all of: the places 
where the word Is used in the Old 
Testament, that I suggest the reader 
mark this verse for future reterence 
when the word is under consideration. 

Verse 2. The servants of the Lord 
had been mentioned in a general way 
in the preceding verse. In this verse 
the Psalmist signIfies the group ot 
servants he had in mind. He refers 
especially to the ones who appear in 
the assembJies of the Lord. 

Verse 3. Another motive tor prais
ing the Lord Is stated herej It is be
cause he is gOod. And here the man· 
ner of praise is suggested, that ot 
singing. (see definition above.) An· 
other motive is offered tor praising 
the Lord, which Is the pleasantness of 

the exercise, so that both man and 
the Lord have maUves In this matter. 

Verse 4. Jacob and Israel reter to 
the same people in the way the names 
are used here. They are both named 
because Israel as a nation and people 
are so named because they sprang 
trom Jacob who had the name "]srael" 
applied to him personally. Peculiar 
treasure means the Israelite nation 
belonged to the Lord and to no one 
else. 

Verse 5. See the comments at ch. 
86: 12 for the technical meaning of 
lPrd. The gods mentioned in this 
verse mean the idolatrous objects of 
worship that were honored by the 
heathen nations tn their religious 
practices. 

Vel'se 6. The things or places named 
are parts of what we call the universe, 
and they were all created by the Lord 
whom David and his people wor
shiped. The heathen worshiped the 
things created instead ot the Creator. 

Verse 7. Ends of the earth is said 
to indicate that man Is not the maker 
of the vapors or rain since they come 
where no man is. Lightning Is the 
visible sign of the conditions that 
bring rain and God Is the maker of 
those conditions. Treasuries is a figu
rative name for the vast storehouse 
of God's resources in the universe. 
Out ot that storehouse he projects the 
winds in aU or thei r variety of in
tensity. 

Verse 8. This verse Is a simple his
torical statement of an instance of 
the Lord 's power. The original ac
count is in Ex. 12, and nothing but 
a miracle could cause such an event 
to occur. A man might slay a tew 
children in the course of several 
nights before he would be stopped. 
But the wonderful (eature ot this 
great circumstance is the fact that 
not in one or a few families was there 
a death, but one In each house. 
Neither was it upon whichever mem
ber of the household who happened 
to be available, but upon a certain 
one, the oldest of tbe tamilY. Nor was 
the work spread out over a long 
period of time, but was accomplished 
in one night. 

Verse 9. The death of the first-born 
was the last ot the 10 plagues sent 
upon the Egyptians. This verse re
fers to the 9 that preceded this one. 

Verse 10. Atter the Israelites left 
Egypt tbey started for the "promised 
land" that had been guaranteed to 
their forefathers. On the way they 
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encountered the heathen nations who 
disputed their right to march through 
their territories, and it was necessary 
to overcome them which they did with 
the Lord's help. 

Verse 11. The confticts with Sihon 
and Og aTe recorded in Numbers 21. 
The kingdoms of Canaan were con
quered by Joshua as recorded in the 
book bearing h is name. 

Verse 12. H eritage is something in
herited from another, either by right 
of a will or through relationship. God 
had willed that the land of Canaan 
should become the possession of the 
descendents of Abram (Gen. 12: 7; 
15: 18)' and this verse accounts for 
the fulfillment ot that promise. 

Verse 13. The Lord had perrormed 
such wonderful deeds in the sight of 
many people that his holy name was 
spoken with a feeling of awe. Of 
course such a Being could never be 
forgotten, whIch Is the reason for 
mentioning "thy memorial." 

Verse 14. One part ot the definition 
tor the original of judge is, "to judge 
(as umpire)."-Strong. The word is 
used in regard to Israel's disputes 
with the heathen nations. God was 
the umpire and "decided" in favor of 
his people. Repent himself means the 
Lord had compassion tor hi s people 
in view of their amictions. They were 
required to fight tor their rights. and 
at times were subjected to rigorous 
experiences for their chastisements. 
The Lord then "repented," which 
means he decreed that their atrHctions 
should be turned into victories over 
their toes. 

Verse 15·18. This paragraph is the 
same as ch. 115: 4·8 and has been 
tully commented upon at that place. 

Verse 19. Israe l was the name ot 
the people as a whole, and h01LSe 0/ 
Aaron was the particular famUy in 
which the priesthood was setUed. (Ex. 
28: 1; 1 Chr. 23: 13.) The verse is a 
call tor all to bless (or praise ) the 
Lord. 

Verse 20. Levi was the tribe from 
which the house of Aaron sprang. The 
Levites (other than the house of 
Aaron) had charge of. the congrega
tional activities, except those ot the 
priesthood, and hence were in a rank 
of importance. Tbey were called upon 
to bless or praise the Lord for they 
had been given special attention of 
honor. A general call was then made 
for all who feared the Lord to bless 
or praise him. 

Verse 21. Out Of Zion or in connec
tion with Zion; that was the headquar
ters of the Lord's institution on earth. 
and all deVotions ottered to Him bad 
to be done with due regard for this 
capital. Praise ye the Lora is from 
a wording meaning "Hallelujah." 

PSALMS 136 
Verse 1. Giving ot thanks is an oral 

expression of gratitude tor favors re
ceived. There are two facts mentioned 
in this verse for which the Psalmist 
requested that thanks be given to the 
Lord, one pertaining to his personal 
character, the other to his treatment 
of the people. They are the words 
good and mercy or at least they in
dicate the two tacts. What is signifi· 
cant about the mercy of the Lord 1s 
that it is not just occasional or ot 
brief duration, but it endureth tor 
ever. If at any time the Lord's mercy 
ceases to be enjoyed by some persOD, 
it will not be because that mercy bas 
run out or run its course or worn out. 
lt will be on account of the short· 
coming of the person in that he has 
failed to meet the terms on which 
divine mercy is o1'fered. This clause 
about the mercy of the Lord is identi
cal In the last part of each verse at 
this chapter, hence no further com· 
ment will be offered on it. 

Verse 2. See the comments at cb. 
86: 12 tor the detaJled explanation of 
the name God. He Is the only true 
object of worship, hence the Psalmist 
decla r es him to be above the gods 
whom the heathen worshiped. There 
is also something significant in the 
phrase God Of gads. It means not only 
that the true God is greater than all , 
but he is also in control of all these 
objects that are falsely called gods. 

Verse 3. Lord of loras will have 
about the same significance as "God 
ot gods" in the preceding verse. It 
will be well also again to see com
ments at eh. 86: 12. 

Verse 4. The key word in this verse 
is alo·ne. It denotes that the Lord 
is independent of a ll other beings 
and does things by hIs own intlnite 
power. 

Verse 5. The thought is not that 
wisdom was the force by which the 
heavens were made, but that all of the 
work at the Lord in forming the 
heavens was wisely done. 

Verse 6. Above Is from a Hebrew 
word tbat has also been rendered "be
side" 17 times, and "against" 'over 
100 times. It is th~ word tor "beside" 
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in Num. 24: 6, in the words "beside 
the waters!' The verse evidently 
means that God stretched out the 
earth by the side of or In connection 
with the waters, and each maintaining 
its own proper place in the order ot 
things. This suggests the statements 
in Gen. 1: 9, 10. 

Verse 7. The great lights is a gen
eral reference to the heavenly bodies 
whose creation Is recorded in Gen. 
1: 14-18_ 

Verse 8. To rule means to regulate 
or measure the day as to the light. 
In other words, the daylight was to 
continue as long as the sun was visi
ble. 

Verse 9. The moon and stars were 
to "rule" the night on the same prin
ciple that the sun was to rule the 
day as explained in the preceding 
verse. 

Verse 10. For comments on this 
event see those at ch. 135: 8. 

Verse 11. Bf'Ought out Israel was ac
complished on the night of the first 
passover, when the Egyptians forced 
the Israelites to leave in haste. (Ex. 
12.) 

Verse 12. Strong hand would indi
cate the strength or the Lord, and 
stretched out arm refers to the long 
reach of that strength. 

Verse 13. The parts of the Red Sea 
were the walls of ice on each side of 
the passage. See Ex. 15: 8 and the 
comments at that place for rurher in
formation. 

Verse 14. Passing through the midst 
of the sea would indicate that a mir
acle was performed. An army could 
travel around a body of water with
out requiring anything but human 
strengh or that which would be re
quired in the ordinary walks of life. 

Verse 15. Both Pharaoh AND his 
army were destroyed in the sea. See 
my comments on this subject at Ex. 
14: .. In volume 1 of this Commentary. 

Verse 16. This short verse r efers 
to the 40-year journey through the 
wilderness and the original history 
is in the books or Exodus and Num
bers. 

Verses 17, 18. Great and !amou.! 
would mean that the kings were not 
only great in fact, but that it was 
generally known among the peoples of 
the country. 

Verse 19. 20. The original record of 
the overthrow of these kings is Num. 
21_ 

Verse 21. The land taken from the 
above named kings was In the terri
tory that God had promised to the 
descendents or Abram (Gen. 15: 18), 
so the children or Israel rightrully 
obtained it as an Inheritance (heri
tage). 

Verse 22. Servants may Inherit the 
property ot their master if he so wills 
it. The passage in Gen. 15: 18 shows 
that such a provision was made for 
these servants. 

Verse 23. By the pronoun us David 
includes himse lf with the Israelites 
who Inherited the land having been 
held by those heathen kings. Low 
estate refers to the Ume when the chil
dren of Israel were wanderers in the 
wilderness and exposed to the hostil
ity of the beathen living along their 
route. 

Verse 24. Rectecmed bas an indefi
nite application. 1t first occured to 
the nation when the Egyptians were 
forced to let Israe l go. And it was 
done many time afterward, when the 
heathen people sought to conquer them 
and hinder their travels. 

Verse 25. This is too general to 
admit of any specific detail. In all the 
earth, wherever there Is a creature 
that lives on rood, the hand of God 
is the provider of it. 

Verse 26. The chapter ends about 
like it began, with a request for the 
Lord to be thanked for his goodness 
to the children ot men. 

PSALMS 137 
General remarks. This chapter is 

like many prophetic passages in that 
it is written in the past tense. That, 
however, is often the prophetic style, 
and indicates that the prophet is as 
certain of the future as he is of the 
past. It is understandable that it 
would be so it the prophet was in
spired as was David. This whole 
passage gives such a deplorable pie
ture of the state or mind the Israelites 
were in after being taken to Babylon, 
that I wish to connect it with a state
ment of actual history to make the 
paragraph as a whole a fitting place 
to cite from the many other sad pre
dictions that will be round in the reg
ular prophetic books. The historical 
statement referred to is in Ezekiel 37: 
11. It is true that this book is one 
of the major prophets, but we should 
remember that it was all written in 
Babylon after the nation had been 
carried off in captivity. That being 
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the case, some of thOe things contained 
in the book are literal history and 
comprise a fulfillment of an earlier 
prediction. Such is the case with the 
verse just ci ted, and since it is so 
considered I shall quote verbaUm that 
sad speech of the Jews, in which they 
actually made the complaints pre
dicted in the chapler we are now 
studying. "Then he said unto me, 
Son of man, these bones are the whole 
bouse of Israel : behold, they say, Our 
bones are dried. and our hope is lost: 
we are cut off for our parts," So 
this speech of the children of Israel, 
made wQ.ile they were actually in the 
land of Babylon. verfies the predic
tions of the Psalmist. I shall now 
consider the several verses separately. 

Verse 1. As the term Babylon 1s 
used here it refers to the terri tory of 
which the city of Babylon was the 
capital. This terri tory had a number 
of streams, called rivers by the trans
lators. The Jews were scattered over 
thts terri toy after the captivity and 
doubtless spent much time wandering 
about, or si tting down on the banks 
of the streams. There they would 
med itate dejectedly on their fallen 
state, with sad remembrance of their 
beloved capital in the land of their 
forefathers. 

Verse Z. The harp was a stringed in
strument of music and had been used 
much as an accompaniment in song. 
The crestfallen J ews did not feel like 
singing or making music in such a 
situation, and so they hung their 
ha.rps up on the willows that grew 
on the banks at the streams. I shall 
Quote a paragraph tram history that 
will shed light upon this verse. "An 
the flat whereon Babylon stood being 
by reason of so many rivers and 
canals running through it, made in 
many places marshy, especially near 
the said rivers and canals, this caused 
it to abound much in willows; and, 
therefore, it is called, in scripture. 
Ote valley of willows, (for so the 
words, Iso.. 15: 7. which we translate 
the brook of the Willows, ought to be 
rendered: ) and, for the same reason, 
the Jews (Ps. 137: 1, 2,) are said, 
when they were by the rivers of Baby
lon in the land of their captivity. to 
have hung their hart)s upon the wil
lows, that is, because of the abundance 
of them whlch grew by the river." 
Prideaux's Connexlon, Part 1, Book 2, 
Yenr 570. 

Verse 3. We are not informed as to 
the motive that prompted the Baby
lonians to call for these songs. It 

could have been curiosity. or genuine 
desire for an exhibition ot foreign de
yoUons. or a mixture of both. These 
new people had been brought In from 
a distant country, and doubtless it 
was Imown that their trouble was con· 
nected with their relfgion. They saw 
these harps in the hands of the cap. 
tives and knew they were used In con
nection with their reUgious devotions. 
It was natural, then, to wish to hear 
some of them. But the Jews were In 
no mood for singing or making music. 
so they hung up their harps and sat 
down on the river banks, sad, dis· 
couraged, and completely broken in 
spirit. almost dying with homesick
ness for their native land. 

Verse 4. Even had thetr feelings per· 
mitted them to sing at that time. their 
sense of propriety forbade thetr doing 
so. They were in a strange (foreign) 
land, a land possessed and controlled 
by heathen, and where the true God 
was unknown. Under those conditions 
they could not engage In devotions 
to God. 

Verse 5. It I forget thee. We know 
that no one would actually forget a 
city as prominent as Jerusalem, in the 
ordinary sense ot the word. The origi
naIls defined also as "failing to pay 
attention to," and that is the mean
ing here. Her cunning Is not in the 
original and has been supplied from 
the thought in the context. The hand 
is not an intelligent thing as Is the 
mind and cannot literally torget. 
Therefore, the statement is a sort of 
self-imposed curse or wish for some 
evil to come, such as losing the use 
of the band, If ever tbey forget to give 
attention to Jerusalem. 

Verse 6. This verse is more along 
the same line as the preceding one. 
H one's tongue should stick to the 
roof of his mouth it would render him 
speechless. But that would not be the 
worst of it. for then he could not 
swallow food and soon would perish. 
In this verse the speaker does not 
merely vow to remember Jerusalem. 
but he promises to give the holy city 
preference over all other joys. 

Verse 7. Before closing thetr sad 
speech, they turned their revengeful 
mind toward some of their enemies 
who had wished for just such a calam
ity to come. To rase means to wreck 
a city and the Edomltes had longed 
to see that done to Jerusalem. The 
Jews now wish for some penalty to 
be brought upon their toes . 

Verse S. This verse turns against 
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Babylon, and the Jews may not have 
known that they were actually utter
ing a prophecy in the words wh-o art 
to be destroyed, but it was reany 
brought to pass a half century later. 
The ones here promised happiness 
over it were the Persians. the people 
who overthrew the Babylonian Em
pire. 

Verse 9. This wish seems harsh. but 
such is the way of warfare, especially 
as it was done in aneiet times, (2 Ki. 
8: 12.) Children were the possible 
soldiers of the future. When one na
tion conquered another, it was con
sidered military foresight not only to 
destroy the men in arms, hut arso 
those who might later rise up armed. 

PSALMS 138 
Verse 1. With the whole heart means 

his praise would be wholehearted. The 
word for gods sometimes is defined 
as magistrates. David meant he would 
not be ashamed to sing praises of the 
Lord in the hearing of the rulers of 
the land. 

Verse 2. Holy tellltple is a reverential 
expression for the throne of God, and 
the PsalmIst would conduct his devo
tions in view of that heavenly shrine. 
A good name is always to be desired 
and means much to a man's influence. 
However, it is possible to have a good 
name that is not merited. But if a 
man so conducts himself that his 
"word is as good as his bond," his in
fluence will certainly be great. Com
paratively speaking, then, the Word 
of God Is the greatest attribute that 
he possesses. If the Lord so regards 
his Word, how terrible it must be in 
His eyes if man disregards it. 

Verse 3. The Psalmist acknowledges 
that the Lord heard him when he 
cried or pr!:l-yed unto him. Soul is 
from a word that includes a living 
creature with aU that it takes to com
prise such a being. His whole person 
had been strengthened by the Lord 
in answer to his earnest prayers. 

Verse 4. These kings may not render 
full service to God, since most of them 
were idolaters. But they will recog
nize that the sayings of Israel's God 
were wonderful and worthy of praise. 

Verse 5. Ways is from a word that 
is defined by Strong, "mode of action." 
The kings will sing to express their 
adoration of the activities of Israel's 
God. This was because the actions 
not only were mighty, but shed glory 
in the sight of all. 

Verse 6. God has spanned the great 

difference between himself and the 
humble of the earth by His great 
compassion. Knoweth afar Off means 
God takes certain notice of the proud, 
but will not admit such to be near 
him as far as it pertains to favor. 

Verse 7. The meaning of this verse 
is a simple statement of David's faith 
in God. 

Verse 8. To perfect means to make 
complete. David knew he was an er· 
ring creature of the earth and had 
many detects. However, he believed 
that if he proved faithful to the Lord 
he would give him strength to over
come his weakness, and thus would 
round out his character of righteous
ness. All of this would be done, not 
on the merit of the Psalmist, but on 
the enduring mercy of the Lord. This 
faith encouraged David to plead that 
God would not forsake him since he 
was a part of His handiwork. 

PSALMS 139 
Verse 1. The main subject of this 

chapter is the infinite knowledge and 
existence of the Lord. This verse is 
a general statement. as to that knOWl
edge in regard to the life of the Psalm
ist, in all of the conditions surround
ing his actions. 

Verse 2. Downsittinf} and uprising 
are combined to make a figure of 
speech. They are opposite terms and 
hence indicate the completeness of the 
knowledge of God. Thought afar off 
Simply means that not even a single 
thought of David could be so far away 
that God could not see it. 

Verse 3. Oompassest literally means 
to diffuse or winnow or tan. In order 
to fan out a mass of grain one would 
need to have complete mastery of it, 
so the Psalmist means that God is 
complete Master of the situation. 

Verse 4. The serveral verses in this 
part of the chapter are specifications 
of the complete knowledge of God. 
David had said that the Lord knew 
all about his thoughts. Then he surely 
would know altogether the words of 
his mouth. 

Verse 5. To beset means to confine 
or limit. David means that his entire 
life was within the knowledge and 
grasp of the Lord. 

Verse 6. The Psalmist has reference 
to himself merely as a human being 
aside from his inspiration. 

Verse 7. This and several verses 
following will point out various parts 
of the universe where God's presence 
exists always. Generally speaking, 
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since He made aU things that ex1Bt, 
it would be toolish to think that a 
man could find a biding place from 
Him In any of the parts of creation. 
The Psalmist will now specify a num
ber of "nooks and crannies" in which 
there would be no hiding trom God. 
Spirit and presence are used for em· 
phasis since the very presence of God 
would always mean that at his spirit 
according to the language of Christ 
In John 4: 24. 

Verse 8. Heaven and hell are named 
together merely as opposites in loca
tion. We know the first reters to the 
region at the planets, not to the place 
where God personally lives, tor there 
would be nothing significant In refer
ring to that place and saying thou art 
there. H eU is from SMEOL and Strong 
defines It, "hades or the world of the 
dead (as If a SUbterranean retreat) 
tncluding its accessories and inmates." 
The Psalmist does not mean that God 
personally Is to be found 1n that place, 
but that he had compJete oversight of 
it. How foolish, then, Is the thought 
at. suicide and cremation as an at
tempt to run away trom Him. 

Verse 9. The vast expanse ot the 
boundless sea is not sufHcient to out
reach the presence of the Lord who 
created them in the flrst place. 

Verse 10. Lead and hold are both 
used in a tavorable sense, meaning 
the universal ability of Gild to care 
tor his faithful servants. And by the 
same token, it would be useless for 
one to think of fleeing to that region 
to hide trom the Lord. 

Verse 11. Night shall be light is an
other figurative phrase, meaning that 
God can see in the darkness as well 
as in the light. For this reason it 
would be In vain to count on the dark
ness as a shield trom the eyes at 
God. 

Verse 12. This is practically the 
same thought as was expressed In the 
preceding verse. Certainly the One 
who could "command the Ught to 
shine out of darkness" (2 Cor. 4: 6; 
Gen. 1: 2, 3) would be able to see 
through it and detect a man trying 
to hide. 

Verse 13. Reins is tram a word that 
sign1fles the mind or controlling fac
ulty. It means that the Lord had 
taken possession at the Psalmist and 
was guiding his thoughts and actions. 
Not that he was deprived at personal 
responsibtHty in his conduct, but all 
of his faculties had been the work ot 
the Lord. That is why he credits lhe 

Lord with all of his posstbllities, even 
back to the time he was in his moth· 
er's womb. 

Verse 14. Made has no original as a 
separate word. Fearfully is from the 
same Hebrew word as "reverend" in 
Ps. 111: 9, and I ask the reader to 
consult my comments at that place. 
W onderfully is from PALAH and Strong 
deflnes it, "to distinguish." The Whole 
clause means that God respected and 
honored man by creating him a dis
tinct living being, diIXerent from all 
others in the whole universe. For 
this great reason the Psalmist felt 
constrained to praise God thereby ex· 
pressing his appreciation. 

Verse 15. Secret and lowest part are 
used to denote tbat which is invis\ble 
to or unknown by the human mind. 
But although unknown to finite be· 
ings, God knew all about him and how 
to give distinctlon as described in the 
way of strengtb (here called sub
stance) necessary to meet the pur· 
poses of the Creator. 

Verse 16. God's foreknowledge is in
flnfte and he has performed his works 
after his own will. He intended to 
make man jusl as he is made, and 
that his substance (strength) would 
be unperfect; that Is, that man was 
to have the frailties of a human crea· 
ture and not the absolute perfection 
of a divine one. And atter making 
man in that form and nature, He has 
made his requirements ot that crea
ture accordingly. That is why the 
Psalmist made the statement in ch. 
103: 14. 

Verse 17. The thoughts of God were 
precious to David because he knew 
that they made all due allowances for 
the frailties of humanity. 

Verse 18. A familiar chUrch song 
says, "Count your many bleSSings, 
name them one by one." According to 
David that would be almost out of 
the question. Even some of those 
bleSSings came when h e was asleep, 
for he said that when he awoke he 
realized he was still with God; that 
is, he had been receivIng the favors 
of God during sleep. 

Verse 19. Evil and dangerous as
sociation was frowned upon by DavId. 
He understood that wIcked men were 
to be overthrown by the Lord, and did 
not want to be near them when that 
happened for fear of sharing in the 
penalty. 

Verse 20. Those who dety the name 
ot the Lord are considered as His 
enemies. 
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Verse 21. The word hate has a harsh 
sound, yet it is attributed to God in 
more than one instance. The main 
Question is, what does that hatred 
lead one to do? We know that God's 
hatred of anything will not prevent 
him from doing by that thing (or 
person) that which is right. On this 
principle, if a man hates that which 
God hates, or bates those who hate 
Him, sucb hatred will not lead him 
to do what he should not. 

Verse 22. Perfect hatred is a hatred 
that is complete. See comments on the 
preceding verse on the subject of 
batred. Mine enemies is a significant 
phrase. Too many people wtll include 
the enemies ot the Lord among their 
friends. That should nol be done for 
it makes such people also the enemies 
of God. (James 4: 4.) 

Verse 23. If a man is honestly try
ing to do right he will even be eager 
to have his thoughts exposed. This 
Is the teaching in John 3: 19·21. 

Verse 24. The everlasting way cer
tainly would be the one the Psalmist 
mentioned In ch. 23: 3. It is eve rlast
ing because those who walk therein 
even down to the "last mite of the 
way," wilt close their journey at the 
throne of GOd. 

PSALMS 140 
Verse 1. Violence may be of different 

kinds. What David dreaded was the 
man who wns violent with evil, and 
the Lord was asked to deliver him 
from such a toe. 

Verse 2. We usually think or imagine 
as meaning: merely to surmise as to 
the existence of something of which 
we are not certain. It is used in this 
place in tIle sense of scheme or plan. 
The object ot the planning was to 
prepare ,yar against DavId. 

Verse 3. Sharpened is from SIiANAN 
lind Strong defines it, "to pOint (tran
sitively or intrans itively); intensively 
to pierce." We have all seen the 
pointed projection of the tongue of a 
snake as he seemed to be in a threat
ening mood. It is referred to by Da
vid to illustrate the vicious attitude 
ot his enemies toward him. An adder 
1s a poisonous snake that coils In a 
lurking position ready to spring and 
inject its venom into its victim. See 
the comments at ch. 3: 2 for explana
tion of Selah.. 

Verse 4. WickecZ and violent should 
be understood the same as "evil" and 
"violent" in verse 1, and purposed. 

w11l take the snme explanation as 
"Imagine" in verse 2. 

Verse 5. Snare. cords. net, and gin, 
311 s ign ify the same thing. It means 
that David's enemies were secretly 
plotUng against him. The proud. were 
those who were haughty and Impu
dent; men who r ealized that David 
was far better than they. and that 
they could make no headway agatnst 
him unless it would be by under
handed plots. 

Verse 6. See comments at ch. 86: 12 
for distinctive meanings of Lord and 
God, since both are used in this verse. 
A supplication is a very earnest form 
of prayer. 

Verse 7. Again see above reference 
for God and Lord. Strength 0/ saZva
tion means the strength necessary for 
salvation is to come from God. Gov
crc(Z tnll heart means that David 
was shielded from fatal results when 
forced to battle wIth his enemIes. 

Verse 8. An unselfish man like Da
vid would not begrudge anyone a 
righteous des ire. The connection shows 
he was asking tor the disappointment 
of the wicked man in his wicked de
vices. The motive. also, that David 
had was a righteous one. He teared 
the wicked man would be self-exalted 
If he were successful in his evil de
s igns. 

Verse 9. The head Is the part wbere 
schemes are form ed, and then it 1s 
tIle member of the body that will be 
shalten in a defiant mood against the 
intended victim, and finally express
ing those formed plots with the lips. 
The Psalmist prayed that those very 
lips might feel the sting of the wicked 
plots. 

Verse 10. All or the words used 
against the foes of David in this verse 
are used figuratively. The meaning 
is that very severe treatment should 
be heaped upon them as punishment 
for their plots against the Psalmist. 

Verse 11. Be es tabl'ished means to 
be successful In his wicked plots. 
Evil shall hunt Is a phrase that means 
David believed the violent man would 
be overthrown. 

Verse 12. As a rule we make a dis
tinction between knowledge and faith. 
Yet the second word is sometimes 
used in a sense of emphatic assurance. 
It is so used in Job 19: 25 and 2 Cor. 
5: 1. David's firm confidence in the 
future assistance of the Lord was 
based on his knowledge of present 
and past events. 
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Verse 13. Riohteous and llpright are 
two words for the same kind of peo
ple. They are always thankful tor 
present favors. and have reason to 
look (or the eternal favor of dwelling 
in the presence of Him whom they 
have served wbile in lite. 

PSALMS 141 
Verse l. Cry is another word that 

means an earnest prayer to God. Da
vid very frequently made such peti
tions to the Lord. 

Verse 2. The Psalmist compared his 
prayers to the Uteral offerings that 
were used in the J ewish worship. The 
same compariS:lon is made in Reb. 13: 
15. 

Verse 3. This verse is a figurative 
reference to the function of a group 
of men stationed at important places. 
Their duty was to watch and see that 
nothing unlawful might enter the 
place, nor that any person therein 
might unlawfully escape. On that 
principle David was concerned that 
no unrighteous words might escape 
from his mouth. He gave the same 
thought in literal language in ch. 19: 
H. 

Verse 4. God will never incline or 
induce man to do evil. The expression 
is David's way of asking the Lord to 
help him avoid the evil. L et me not 
eat, etc. In ancient times the act of 
eating with another Signified an in
timate friendship for and endorsement 
of the persons. That was why we 
have the statements about eating in 
Luke 15: 2 and 1 Cor. 5: II. 

Verse 5. The best and only comment 
I will make on this verse is to ask 
the student to read Proverbs 27: 5, 6. 

Verse 6. The foregoing verse closed 
with a reference to the calamities of 
certain people. Now the Psalmist ex
presses sympathy tor them in their 
calamities, some of which was to have 
their judges mistreated by being 
handled roughly, wbich is the idea in 
the term $tony places. \Vhen that oc
curs David promises to "sveak up" 
in their behalf with sweet words of 
comfort. 

Verse 7. This verse is a highly fig~ 
urallve description of the near de
struction that certain enemies had 
wrought. It is compared to a body 
whose members had been cut and 
slashed, as wood I~ carved sometimes, 
and made ftt only tor burial, 

Verse 8. In spite of the sorest of 
afflictions David maintained his trust 

in the Lord. Soul is used for the 
whole being, and the Psalmist prayed 
that he might not be left entirely de
feated ; he did not ask for complete 
freedom from trials. 

Verse 9. Snares and gins are names 
of traps set In a hidden manner. David 
knew they had been placed to capture 
him but could not always know where 
they were. He prayed for tbe Lord to 
direct his way so that he could avoid 
them. 

Verse 10. There was nothing wrong 
in this wish agaInst the en emies of 
DaVid. It is the very fate that was 
decreed for the wicked plotter in Provo 
26: 27. 

PSALMS 14-2 
Verse 1. I wtl1 r efe r the r eader to my 

comments ou ch. 141: 1 as applying 
here. 

Verse 2. God does Dot have to be 
"overpersuaded" to obtain a favor 
from him. However, he desires to have 
his servants manifest thei r confidence, 
which is done by earnest or suppllcat~ 
ing petitions to Him. 

Verse 3. This verse makes another 
reference to the traps that were privily 
(privately) laid for David. The dread 
of them about overcame him. but the 
Lord was his helper for He knew 
where all of the snares were located. 

Verse 4. The condition of distress 
was so terrible with the Psalmist that 
all human help seemed to be gone or 
unavailing. 

Verse 5. When human help falls, the 
Lord will be the sure refuge for those 
who make the proper approach unto 
Him, willing to comply with the divine 
reqUirements. 

Verse 6. When a man realizes his 
own weakness he is in n beUer pros
peel' ot seeking help tram the LOrd. 
Human power is small at best, but 
when the troubled soul comes to God 
in his own appointed way he will be 
able to win over his afflictions through 
the divine strength. This reminds us 
of the statement of Paul in 2 Cor. 12: 
10. 

Verse 7. The prison was the siege of 
persecutions that David's enemies had 
cast around him. To deliver him 
from that situation would be like de
livering one out of a prIson. And by 
the same token, the persons with 
whom he would be surrounded after 
coming out at his prison would be 
righteous persons. 
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PSALMS 143 
Verse 1. The two sides ot the divine 

plan, the human and the divine, are 
indicated in this verse. They are the 
!ait7t!ulness ot man and the righteous
ness of God. RecognJzing both those 
factors, David oftered bis supplications 
to the Lord. 

Verse 2. This verse means that no 
man would stand any chance it God 
were to deaJ with him according to 
strict justice. Only through God's 
mercy will he be able to stand. 

Verse 3. Soul and hIe are used tn 
the same sense. The darkness refers 
to the depression that had been thrust 
upon David by the persecutions of his 
enemies. 

Verse 4. Spirit and heart are used 
in the same sense, The persecutions 
had been sa bitter against David that 
he did not have the heart to face the 
situation alone. 

Verse 5. The pronoun thy refers to 
the Lord. In the distress of mind 
under which David labored. he thought 
back to the happiness of other days. 
The remembrance ot the mighty works 
of the Lord would give strength and 
courage to bear up under the present 
trial. 

Verse 6. Stretching forth the hands 
Is a gesture of pleading. A thirsty 
land is one lacking moisture, and is 
illustrative of a condition lacking the 
elements of complete encouragement. 
See ch. 3: 2 on the meaning at Selah. 

Verse 7. Pit is from a word that 
sometimes means forgetfulness. To 
heal' speedily means to hear promptly 
and favorably and grant the favor 
requested. 

Verse 8. The significance of hearing 
in the mor'ning is that it would start 
out the day under the care of the Lord. 
It is genuine kindness for the Lord to 
show a man how he should walk. With· 
out divine guidance he might wander 
into crooked and dangerous paths and 
be lost. 

Verse 9. The Psalmist thought of 
God as a place of refuge to which he 
would flee for protection from the 
threatening dangers at the hands of 
his enemies. 

Verse 10. David was an inspired 
man when writing his part ot the 
Bible. But the sacred document had 
not been completed as yet, and a man 
in the officIal position of king and 
counselor ot a great people was con· 
tronted with various condItions of 
Ufe. At such times he needed specific 

instruction concerning the will of the 
Lord. That was to be given to him 
by the spirit at God for his Intall1ble 
guidance. 

Verse 11. To Quicken means to en· 
liven and encourage. For thy right· 
c()U.$ne8s' sake meant it would be right· 
eous for God to deliver David's soul 
(his whole being) from the troubles 
thrust upon him by his enemies. 

Verse 12. Severe treatment of his 
enemies would be regarded an act ot 
mercy for David. The motive tor such 
an action was the fact that he was a 
servant of God. 

PSALMS 144 
Verse 1. Blessed be the Lord denotes 

that all blessings were to be credited 
to him. Among those blessings was 
the instruction on how to wage success
ful and righteous wartare against 
such wicked foes as were threatening 
David. 

Verse 2. This verse crowds in a 
goodly number of good things the 
Lord meant to David. My goodness 
really meant the goodness bestowed on 
the Psalmist, and the context indicates 
that It was the good mercy of God 
that David had in mind. A fortress 
is a fortlfted place equipped with the 
means of shelter and defense. 

Verse 3. The language and thought 
of this verse is similar to that in ch. 
8: 4, 

Verse 4. The frailty of man was 
what caused David to marvel at the 
honors that God had bestowed upon 
him throughout the whole arrange
ment ot creation. 

Verse 5. The Lord's absolute mastery 
of the heavens (regions of the air and 
planets and the earth (mountains) Is 
the thought In this verse. 

Verse 6. Having such control at the 
universe, David concluded that God 
could use the e1ements therein to 
chastise his enemies. It could be done 
by using the l1ghtning, having the 
etfect of arrows upon the foes of him 
and other good men. 

Verse 7. Send thine hand has about 
the same meaning as it David has 
said to the LoJ'd, "lend a helping 
hand." Great waters is a symbol at 
many afflictions. Strange children re
ters to people outside of the Jewish 
nation. 

Verse 8. One word in the definition 
of vanit1l in the original Is "useless· 
ness." Tbe strange Children ot the 
preceding verse are the ones who 
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speak these vain or useless words. 
Most people aTe right-handed and 
hence would be a lways regard ed 
stronger for evil if they used thetr 
right hand for that purpose. When it 
is used figuratively as it is here, it 
means that outsiders are guilty of 
great falsehood. 

Verse 9. We should ever bear in 
mind that David was a great musi
cian. and used his instruments much 
of the time In religious services to 
accompany his song. Hence be said he 
would sing a new song to God and 
use the psaltery and harp. The last 
word Is the name at the musical in· 
struments that had t en str-i.ngs. 

Verse 10. The passage gives God 
the glory for the preservation of him
sel1' and other kings. Without the 
help of God. the most noted of kings 
would not be able to escape the hurt
ful sword, a common weapon of wa r· 
fare In those days. 

Verse 11. This verse is the same as 
verses 7, 8, and the reader is asked 
to see my comments on tha t portlon 
of th is chapter. 

Verse 12. The plea for riddance of 
the evil work of strange children was 
to be beneficia l to the youth or Israel. 

Verse 13. A garner is a place tor 
storing grain. It is desirous that one's 
sheep be enabled to reproduce abun
dantly. All of these benefits would be 
had It. the evil work or tbe strange 
children were ridded out of the land. 

Verse 14. The first clause of this 
verse continues to wish for temporal 
prosperity as a result of being rid at 
the evil men. The rest at the verse re
fers to the success of the leaders of 
the land. Breaking i n means there 
would not be any raids by these 
strange (ou tside) people. Going OILt 
denotes that the leaders would be able 
to maintain their place of authority in 
peace and not be compelled to sally 
forth to drive the invaders away. With 
suen a condition there would be no 
occas ion for complaints in the peace· 
ful streets, for all things would be 
satisfactory. 

Verse 15. The general conclusion Is 
that people described above will be a 
happy people. The specific key to the 
situation is that God is their Lord. 
It is very important now that the 
reader sees the explanation of God and 
Lora at ch. 86: 12. 

PSALMS 145 
Verse 1. To extol means to elevate 

or Hft up. It is impossible literally 

to elevate an infini te God, so the clause 
s ignifies the gi ving to Him a high 
acknowledgment , and recognize his 
name as t he highest of all names. 

Verse 2. The s ignificant idea in this 
verse Is that David would make his 
Pra ises to God a daily practice. Too 
many professed servants of the Lord 
wish to give their devotions to God 
secondary consideration only. 

Verse 3. To be unsearchable means 
I t is beyond the fun understanding at 
Ma n. God is infinite while man is 
fini te, hence no human being can go 
to the end of the greatness of the 
Lord with his investigations. 

Verse 4. The fact of God's great 
ness has been so well demonstrated 
from generation to generation that it 
has been estabJished like a "continued 
story." 

Verse 5. A king or other person in 
high places might have glo ry and 
1/l,ajesty s howered upon him by an ad
mir ing populace and yet not have af
tained to it by a life of honor. David 
proposed to ascribe all of these vi r tues 
to the. Lord. 

"Verse 6. Terrib le is from the same 
word as "reverend" in eh. Ill: 9. The 
performances of God in the presence 
of man bad been so awe-inspiring 
they were being spoken of by the 
public. David had the same opinion 
oC God's g reatness and used his op
por tunities to declare the same to 
others among whom he associated. 

Verse 7. They means the people in 
general who were impressed with the 
goodness of the Creator; they made 
known their impreSSions in song. 

Verse 8. Compassion denotes the 
feeling of God tor humanity, and 
graciousness his treatment of them 
because at it. Slow to anger Is one 
of the marks or indica tions of this 
gracious treatment of human beings. 

Verse 9. Good to all does not mean 
tha t God makes no distinction between 
the righteous and the wicked, tor he 
does. But there are certain natural 
blessings that are created for h uman 
beings regardless of their personal 
character . As an instance at thi s fact 
we might consider the case of rain and 
sunshine in Matt. 5: 45. 

Verse 10. This verse is a companion 
to ch. 19 : 1. The saints bless God by 
acknowledging Him as the maker of 
these great things of the universe 
which are real blessings, because 
they meet the needs ot human crea
tures. 
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Verse 11. The praise for God does 
not stop with the works of creation. 
The people of God will talk of the 
power or authority of the kingdom 
that pertains to the spiritual interests 
ot mankind, and the divine wisdom 
portrayed therein. 

Verse 12. Unselfish citizens of the 
Lord's institutions will not be content 
to enjoy its benefits alone. Their joy 
will prompt them to tell others the 
glad story. 

Verse 13. Kingdom is a very general 
word and may refer to the rule of God 
among men in all ages. It evidently 
has that force in this verse. The 
specific kingdom or dispensation in 
which David lived was intended to 
be discontinued at a certain event (the 
coming of Christ). But in all ages of 
the world the God of Heaven was 
destined to have a rule among men 
which would continue as long as man 
was on the earth. 

Verse 14. The good things declared 
here must be understood in the light 
of the conditions on which they have 
been promised. Those who are bowed 
down and fallen will be helped up if 
they will reach up and take the hand 
of the Lord stretched out to them. 

Verse 15. The thought of this verse 
is similar to the preceding one; that 
is, there is a proviso understood. God 
will give the good things of life to 
those who wait (took toward) upon 
Him, which indicates their faith in 
the divine provision. 

Verse 16. It should be understood 
that David was considering the bless
ings that God gives through nature 
and necessary for man's temporal 
comfort and existence. 

Verse 17. In all of God's provisions 
for the creatures of his care he has 
done the right thing. For that rea
son we should be satisfied with his 
providence. 

Verse 18. To call upon the Lord in 
truth means to call in the manner 
taught in His revelation of truth. That 
will make it necessary for man to 
study the Word of God. 

Verse 19. The condition for granting 
the favors of this verse is that the 
persons seeking them must fear him. 
That does not mean merely to be 
afraid of the Lord, but they must 
respect him enough to obey his com
mandments. 

Verse 20. The same kind of condi
tion is connected with the favor of 
God in this verse as that of the pre-

ceding one except here it is worded to 
lope him. But that will result in the 
same obedience for Jesus taught the 
principle that love is proved by obedi
ence. S?e the passage in John 14: 23 
on the subject of love and obedience. 

Verse 21. David person~ny deter
mined to praise the Lord with his own 
mouth. He was desirous also that 
all flesh (all beings with human flesh) 
should praise Him, since no man lives 
who does not owe his very existence 
to the goodness of GOd. 

PSALMS 146 
Verse 1. The first 4 words are some

times rendered "HalIelujah." To praise 
the Lord with the soul means to praise 
him with one's whole being. 

Verse 2. While r'live is equivalent 
in thought to "faithful unto death." 

Verse 3. Nothing permanent or 
spiritually helpful can be obtained 
from man. even though he be a prince 
or leader among the people. 

Verse 4. This verse is considering 
the earthly part of man which lives 
by breathing air. When the breath 
ceases to come into the body it re
sults in the death of the body and it 
goes back to dust. Some people try 
to make the last clause of the verse 
mean that when a man dies no part 
of him is conscious since at that in
stant his thoughts perish. It is true 
that all of the plans or purposes that 
a man meditated over while in the 
flesh will come to an end at death. 
But that does not even touch the su)). 
ject of his mental condition afterward. 

Verse 5. Jacob is frequently used in 
the Bible to mean the nation of Israel, 
because Jacob was the father of the 12 
tribes. The God Of Jacob, then, would 
be the God who was worshiped by the 
nation. Certainly it would be a true 
source of happiness to lean upon Him 
fOr help. 

Verse 6. The argument is that a 
Being who could make the universe 
could certainly help one of the little 
creatures of that vast domain. Keepeth 
truth means that God always makes 
his word good, and that proves that 
his promises were truthful. 

Verse 7. Judgment for the oppressed, 
would be to decide their case in their 
behalf and then execute or enforce the 
decision. The last clause means the 
Lord will loose the prisoners from 
their bondage to the state of oppres
sion. 

Verse 8. All miraculous deeds of kind-
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ness are done by power coming from 
the Lord. Likewise, all favors of a 
spiritual and mental nature originate 
with Him. The motive for the bless
ings is God's love for the righteous. 

Verse 9. The strangers Is defined in 
the original as "a guest; by implica
tion a foreigner." God is good to all 
unforunate people it they are deserv
Ing, even though they are not ot his 
own. The same principle is taught by 
Paul in Gal. 6: 10. Turneth upside 
doWn means the Lord will upset or 
defeat the way of the wicked. 

Verse 10 This verse should be read 
in connection with the comments at 
eh. 145: 13. Praise ye the fJord, is an 
exclamation, pronounced "Hnllelujah." 

PSALMS 147 
Verse 1. Shouts and exclamations ad

dressed to the Lord in Bible circum
stances were not mere emotional out
bursts. They were intelIlgent expres
sions regarding some of the virtues of 
the Lord. and the desirable effects 
they were having on the servants ot 
God. For instance, the present verse 
names three of such points; good, 
ploo.sCI<nt and come ly. These combine 
to form a strong motive for praising 
the God of Heaven. 

Verse 2. This verse is a prophecy of 
the return of the children of Israel 
from Babylonian captivity; the his
tory Is in the books ot Ezra and Ne
hemiah. 

Verse 3. This verse refers to those 
who are discouraged over the trials 
of life. 

Verse 4. Telleth. means to count or 
enumerate the number of the stars. 
The statement aims to express the 
boundless knowledge of God. Nmnc8 
is from a word that has tbe idea of 
individuality The verse as a whole 
means that God is so great and his 
spiritual presence so wide that each 
individual star is present to his all
seeing eye. (How Foolish, then, for a 
feeble man to think that he could 
hide from Him!) 

Verse 5. We generally think or the 
word " 'nfinite" as meaning unlimited. 
and It does have that force with ref
erence to the goodness or knowledge 
ot God. However, in this passage it is 
tram a Hebrew word that means "in
definite." It signifies that no human 
being can state the number or size or 
extent of God's understanding. 

Verse 6. The meek are those who 
humble themselves and they are the 
ones whom God will exalt. Jesus 

taught the same truth in Luke 14: 11. 
It Is Interesting to note that DavId 
contrasts the meek with the wiCked. 

Verse 7. As a rule when the Psalmist 
sug-gests the nse of a musical Instru
ment in servfce to God, it is as an 
accompanIment for singing. 

Verse 8. Heaven in this connection 
refer s to the first ot the 3 heaVfms. 
the r{'glon at the atmosphere. The 
verse is concerned with the operation 
of God through nature in producing 
rain. Grass to grow upon the moun,-. 
tains suggest the power of God In pro
ducing the blessing independent at 
man. since he does not live there as 
a rule. 

Verse 9. The blessings of providence 
are for the use of dumb creatures, 
even though they are not capable of 
engaging in productive pursuits. 
(~ratt. 6: 26.) 

Verse 10. Both the horse and men 
are parts ot God's great plan of this 
earth. However, they are instruments 
only in His hands, not that GQd could 
not work alone. 

Verse 11. While God does not need 
the assistance of feeble man, yet He 
loves the one who has fear or r espect 
for the divine source at his existence. 

Verse 1'2. All praise and other serv
ice offered to God must be done 
through the Droper channel. The head
quarters of God's system at that Ume 
were in Zion, and that was a particu
lar part of the city of Jerusalem. 

Verse 13. Jerusalem Is the antece
dent at thy. It reters to the support 
the Lord had gtven to the capital city 
of his beloved nation. 

Verse 14. The same city is meant 
and the peace has special reference to 
the successful rule of Jerusalem over 
the enemy. Finest Of the w heat de
notes the temporal blessings which 
God assured to the citizens of the holy 
city. 

Verse 15. This is sun on the control 
of God over the works of creation. 
The word of the Lord is sufficient to 
bring to pass any result that Is di
vinely desired. 

Verse 16. This is a comparative 
description of the work of God in the 
elements of the weather or seasons. 

Verse 17. God controls the rainfall 
for the CrOpS, and he likewise bas com
plete charge of the winter season with 
its products. 

Verse 18. Wben the cold tempera
ture of winter has served the Lord's 
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purposes, he brings the thawing forces 
ot the springtime. tHllng the streams 
and r1l1s. All ot this agrees with the 
promise made 'n Gen. 8: 22. 

Verse ]9. The special covenant that 
God made was with his own people. 
• Tacob was tbe father ot the 12 sons 
who composed tbe nation. That na
tion was called Is-rael, one of the 
names of their common ancestor (Gen. 
32: 28). 

Verse 20. God bas bestowed the 
blessings of nature on all nations 
alike. but hil3 statutes of government 
were given only to Israel. The chap
ter cJoses with the familiar words 
tbat are sometimes rendered "Hallelu
jah." 

PSALMS 148 
Verse 1. A part ot Strong's definition 

of prai.~e in the original is "to cele
brate." The outstanding idea in the 
word Is to gtve G<:ld the most respect
ful attention. and to accord him the 
credit tor all the great and good things 
ever done or that exist. When dumb 
or Inanimate things are called upon 
to praIse God, it means that God de
serves praise because at those things. 
When a call is made for praise to God, 
and no specific moUve is mentioned, 
the phrase may be translated "Ranelu
jab." This definition of praise will 
not always be repeated, but attention 
wil1 be called In the following verses 
to various creatures who are called 
upon to praise the Lord, or where 
things will be named for which he 
should be praIsed. 

Verse 2. The angels were the 
heavenly messengers or ministers of 
the Lord; the hosts were those who 
made up the Lord's army. 

Verse 3. The sun, moon and stars 
were made by the Lord and are of 
great service to man; for that reason 
He should be praised. 

Verse 4. Heave'us of heavens is a 
phrase for the sake of emphasis. 
Waters abot."e refers to the event reo 
corded io Gen. 1 : 6. 7. 

Verse 5. 'rhe word of God was suf
ficient to bring the parts of the uni
verse into physical existence. This is 
also the teaching in Ps. 33: 6·9 and 
Heb. 11: 3. 

Verse 6. About six thousand years 
have passed since God brought the 
universe into being. In all of that 
time there has never been a varia· 
tion in the revolutions of the earth 
around its axIs. or of its orbital 
journeys a round the sun, except those 
miraculously caused by the Creator 

himself, recorded in Josh. 10: 12·14; 
2 Ki. 20: 11. 

Verse 7. Let praise come from. or 
because of, the earth. Eveo the drag· 
ons and others at tbe creatures in 
the deeps are evidences of the praise
worthy might ot God . 

Verse 8. The storms and other 
"weather conditions" fulflll the word 
of God by occurring just as He decreed 
they should. 

Verse 9. These are all inanimate 
things and cannot praise God, yet 
He should be praised because of them 
and their benefit to the Ii ving crea
tures ot the earth. 

Verse 10. This verse lists things 
that are Hving but are not intelligent, 
as man. yet they exist by the power 
of God and tor the benefit and control 
of the human being (Gen. 1: 26), 
therefore he should praise the Lord 
for them. 

Verse 11. In several verses the 
writer mentioned inanimate things tor 
which great praise was due to God. 
He then named some things that are 
living but not intellectual. and called 
for praise on account at them. And 
in the present verse the Psalmist calls 
upon the intelligent creatures. the 
ones who have been benefitted by the 
works of God, to give praise for the 
same. Even the greatest persons ot 
the earth; Icings, princes and judges, 
are bidden to praise the Lord, for they 
owe their greatness to Him. 

Verse 12. No class is exempt from 
obligation to praise the Lord, and none 
should desire to be excused from the 
service if they are appreciative of 
God's goodness. 

Verse 13. E:ccellent is not merely a 
term of flattery; it describes a state 
of actual superiority. The name of 
the Lord Is above all other names. 
There is only one thing in the unit 
verse any higher than th~ name of 
the Lord (ch. 138: 2). 

Verse 14. Horn means power and 
authority. God gave his people a place 
of power among the nations of the 
earth because he loved them. This 
psalm closes with the familiar term, 
"Hallelujah." 

PSALMS 149 
Verse 1. This verse is another that 

starts with the term that means 
"Hallelujah." There is never any good 
reason for casting away a song because 
it is old, but there are always new 
reasons for singing praises to the 
Lord. 



Psalms 149: 2-150: 6 147 

Verse 2. Israel owed his existence 
to the Lord, whether considered as a 
man or a nation of men. Zion and 
king are appropriately named together 
because the first refers to the capital 
of the kingdom. 

Verse 3. The dance is a noun and 
named as one item in the praise acti
vities otrered to the Lord. There was 
a musical instrument also used in 
ancient Urnes called the dance. In some 
passages of the Bible it is clearly 
what was meant. The fol1owlng are 
places where the musical instrument 
was meant. Ex. 15: 20: Judges 11: 34. 
But it Is also evident that dancing as 
an exercise of the body was engaged 
in by people of ancient times. It was 
sometimes under approved circum
stances, but at others was connected 
with Unlawful practices. But how· 
ever the subiect may be viewed, there 
is nothing in either Old or New Testa
ment that iu sti fies the modern promis
cuous dance, engaged In together by 
the sexes where bodily contact is 
maintained in the performance. 

VerBe 4. According to this verse 
meekness is an adornment of beauty. 
We have about the same teaching in 
1 Pe. 3: 4. Th e Lord taketh plcalture 
means be is pleased with the conduct 
and standing of his people_ 

Verse 5. One of the most glorious 
actions is to rejoice in the Lord. In 
the first psalm David endorsed the 
man who meditated at night in the 
law of the Lord. In this verse he sug
gests tbat the saints sing aloud while 
in their beds. 

Verse 6. High Places means those in 
which the saints exalted the name of 
God. That age was one in which war
fare was used by the people of God. 
Hence David not only called tor re
ligious activities of the saints whiJe in 
the privacy of their homes, but bade 
them wield a keen sword when they 
went forth to fight with the toe. 

Verse 7. While God's people took 
vengeance on the heathen it was 
counted as His vengeance. This prin
ciple Is taught in Rom_ 12 : 19 and 2-
Cor. 7: 11. 

Verse 8. The kings of the heathen 
nations fought with God's people. Tbe 
Psalmist wished that those kings and 
their associates would be defeated by 
the people of God and be handcuffed. 
That would be winning a. victory 
against the vicious enemies of God. 

Verse 9. The judgntent written re
ferred to Buch instructions as Deut. 
7: 1, 2. To have carried out that in· 

struction would have brought honor 
upon the nation. Their forefathers 
failed to do so and the nation was 
brought under great shame (Judgcs 1). 

PSALMS ISO 
Verse 1. The final chapter of the 

Book or Psalms is an intensive exhor
tation to praise the Lord. For a de
tailed definition or "praise" as a. word, 
see my comments at ch. 135: 1 and 
148: 1. Sanctuary means any holy 
assembling of the people of God. Fir· 
nwment has a figurative and very ex
tensive meaning, referring to the 
heavenly 01" exalted character of His 
power: that it is awe-inspiring and 
full of dIgnity. 

Verse 2. MiOhty acts. The second 
word has no original as a distinct 
term. The first is from one that means 
force and power. The clause, then. 
would include the entire fieJd of God's 
performances, beginning with his 
creation of the Son (Rev. 3: 14). and 
considering all that has been done tn 
the realm of "creation, providence and 
redemption." For all of these thingB 
God deserves wholehearted praise. 
Many things and persons may have 
greatness, but excellent greatness 
means that it is superior to all other. 
The contrast is made between the 
Lord and other persons having great· 
ness. 

Verse 3. The trumpet was the same 
as our cornet and played with the 
mouth. The psaltery and harp were 
stringed instruments and played with 
the tigers. Sometimes a clip was worn 
on the fingers and at other times the 
bare fingers were used in playing_ 

Verse 4. A tim brel was a kind of 
drum. See comments at eh. 149: 3 on 
dance. Stringed. instruments is a gen· 
eral name, applying to all of those 
played with the fingers. Organs were 
any kind of instruments played with 
the mouth, but having the pipes so per
forated that a scale of tones could be 
produced. 

Verse 5. Both of these cymbals were 
sheets of metal and struck together 
with a loud sound. They were used in 
rhythmiC meter to accompany the music 
or singing, in about the same manDer 
as drums and symbals are used in 
mod\.!rn orchestras and other musical 
organizations. 

Verse 6. 1 will request the reader 
again to see my comments on "praise" 
at ch. 135: 1 and 148: 1. Dumb beasts 
cannot render intelligent praise to 
God, any more than can inanimate 
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thIngs. yet all aTe told by the Psal· 
mist to praise the Lord. Hence, we 
understand him to mean that we 
should praise the Lord for all the in
numerable things in creation that 
bring us so much joy and other bless
ing. The book closes with the words 
On which we have bad frequent com
ments and that are rendered "Hallelu
jah." 

PROVERBS I 
General remarks. Concerning the 

authorship of thIs book, Smith's Bible 
Dlcttonary has this to say: "The super
scriptions [titles] which are affixed to 
several portions of the book, in chs. 
1: 1; 10: 1; 25: 1, attribut e the author
ship ot those portions to Solomon the 
son of David, king of Israel. With 
the exception of the last two chapters, 
which are di s tinctly assigned to other 
authors, it is probable that the state
ment of the superscriptions is in the 
main correct, and that the majority 
ot the proverbs contained or collected 
were by Solomon . . . The Proverbs 
are frequently quoted Or alluded to in 
the New Testament , and the canon
icity [authorityl at the book thereby 
confirmed."-Article, Book of Proverbs. 
Since it is certain. then, that the 
authorship of the bOOk belongs to 
Solomon, it will be well to settle the 
question of his qualifications and 
authority for writing the book. The 
wisdom of Solomon bas been a sub
ject of discussion among the friends 
of the Bible. Some have said that. 
while it ,vas far above what any other 
person had, it was not in the form of 
inspIration; that It was mental talent 
snch as all people have through na
ture, except that his exceeded others. 
That will not hold, for Solomon was 
already a mature man. with all natural 
endowments possessed and developed, 
when God gave to him the wisdom we 
are speaking about. Again, it is claimed 
that his wisdom pertained to his 
ability as king and judge of disputes, 
not to his writings; wrong again. In 
1 Kings 4: 32, immediately after men
t10nlng his wisdom. the writer tells us 
of the songs and proverbs he composed. 
The conclusion Is. then, that Solomon 
was divinely inspi red in all of h is 
writings that have been inc1uded in 
the Bible. The tact of bls unrighteous 
Ut'e does not affect his inspiration, any 
more than Peter's hypocrisy at Antioch 
(Gal. 2: 11-13) affected his inspiration 
at Jerusalem (Acts 15: 7-11) or his 
epIstles. 

Verse 1. The word proverbs is from 
MASHAL and Strong defines it, "prop-

erly a pithy maxim, usually ot' a meta~ 
phorlcnl [figurative] nature; hence a 
Simile [comparison], (as an adage, 
poem. discourse)." The tmportance of 
the author is indicated by telling of 
his ancestry. He was not only a son 
of David, but David was a king. And 
David was not only a king, but was 
king of Israel. 

Verse 2_ This verse slates the pur
pose of these proverbs; tbat it was to 
know tdsdom and instruction, and to 
perceive words at understanding. The 
three nouns that are ita.licized have 
about the same meaning. Generally 
speaking, they have the idea of infor~ 
mati on neceEsary to wise and proper 
llving, and correction when one gets 
out of the line 01' duty. The key to the 
verse 15 the word know. It is from 
YAOAH. and Strong says it is used in 
a great variety of senses "including 
observation. care, recognition." In the 
King James vers ion it has been ren
dered acknowledge 5 times. be aware 
2, discern 4. consider 7, hnve respect 
I, perceive 18. So the force of the 
verse is, the proverbs at Solomon were 
written to the end that the reader 
would be led to recognize and give 
attention to the things mentioned. Or, 
using a popular saying, to "know a 
good thing when he sees It." 

Verse 3_ Perceive is sti ll a stronger 
word than know in the preceding verse. 
H means not only to recognize and 
give some attention to the instruction, 
but actually to accept it. The four 
Items of the list have much in com
mon in their meaning, yet there is 
some distinction. I shall state the 
leading idea in each as drawn from 
the lexIcon. Wisdom means to be on 
the alert; j1lstice, to be strictl y or 
technically r ight ; judg-tnent, a proper 
verdict when called upon tor a de
cislon; equity, to show the spirit 01' 
fair play in one's relations with others. 

Verse 4. Subtilty means the exercise 
at common sense instead' of being 
Simple, which means to be easily mis
led. A man might not be "simple" in 
the sense of the word here, but if he 
were young he would need to be given 
knowledge and discretion. This word 
is tram an origi nal that means the 
ablUty to think for himself. 

Verse 5. A wise man Is one who will 
hear so as to increase his learning. 
In other words, the wisest man in the 
world is the one who reaUzes he does 
not know it all. Paul taught this same 
thing in 1 Cor. 3: 18. The last clause 
of t he verse has practically the same 
meaning as the first. 


