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any court or jU17 that finds a man 
guilty or murder and then does not 
require that the murderer be put to 
death 18 Itself guilty of murder. I 
could not conscientiously sentence a 
man guilty of murder, to any kind of 
punishment except capital punishment. 
Anything less Is an insult to God, in 
whose Image every man bas been 
created. which fact Is the divine basie 
of, and motive for, capital punishment 
for murder. 

NUMBERS 36 
Verses 1·4. In order to understand 

this paragraph the reader should turn 
back to chapter 27: 1-11 and fead care­
fully the provision that was made then 
on behalf of these women who had 
been bereft of the men who should 
have inherited land. An addition was 
made in the provision for land by giv­
ing tbese women what would bave been 
possessed by the men. Now a dlmculty 
seemed to come to these later men of 
the tribe. They fear that the favor 
extended to the women to retain the 
land might become strictly a personal 
possessIon or theIrs. Afterwards they 
might decide to marry outside of the 
tribe. In that case the property would 
become al1enated from tts original 
tribe and that was objectionable in 
their view of the matter. It was lIke­
wise objectionable to the Lord. There­
fore, be now ordains that it these 
women wish to retain the property, 
they must marry within their own 
tribe 80 that the land would not pass 
from one tribe to another. 

Verse 6, 6. This Is the decree of 
God as referred to in close of pre­
ceding paragraph. God wished to keep 
the tribal disttnctions intact and thus 
would not permit the Jines to be inter­
rupted through the intermarriages at 
the metnbers thereo~ 

Verse 7. The tathers referred to in 
,this verse meant the ones who were 
heads ot the tribes at the time of 
distribution of the land. They must 
be respected In the matter of the land 
as well as In other matters. 

Verse 8. This law was not meant 
especially as a curb on the chOice of 
men with whom marriage might be 
contracted, but if they desIred to re­
tain their land they must marry 
withIn the trIbe ot theIr fathers. 
Otherwise, they would forfeit their 
land. 

Verse 9. Nothing new In this verse, 
but the importance of the ordinance 
la seen tn that it Is repeated 80 fre-

quently. That is & circumstance to be 
noted In numerous places in the scrip­
tures. 

Verses 10·12. It is gratifying to know 
these daughters obeyed the Lord in this 
matter. Many times we see people 
disregard the law of God when the 
Bubject at marriage is under conside­
ration. However, since these women 
could carry out the natural inclination 
for marriage and at the same time 
do so in a way not to lose their prop. 
erty, perhaps the consideration was 
partly of personal motive as well as 
desire to please God. 

Verse 13. Once more we see the 
important thought brought forth that 
the laws and commandments placed 
{lver the chtldren of Israel were from 
the Lord. They were commanded "by 
the hand ot Moses." This ought to 
settle the question of the authority of 
Moses in the Old Testament. 

DEUTERONOMY I 
General remarks. The books at the 

Old Testament were written in He­
brew but tbe titles are Greek words. 
except when the names of the writers 
are used. The title of this hook is 
from two Greek words. DEUTEROB which 
means "the second" and NOMOS whtch 
means "a law." -Liddell &; Scott. 
Hence the popular definition, "repeti­
tion of law," is correct as a title. The 
contents of the book w1ll justify the 
word. Although much new matter w1ll 
be found in It, yet much also is prac­
tically the same as what the people 
had been told before. The first tew 
chapters will be found to be a recital 
of the J ews' history after leaving 
Egypt and coming on down to their 
arrival in the plains of Moab. 

Verse 1. The congregation is located. 
near the Jordan and not tar from the 
spot where they will cross when the 
time comes for their final m 0 v e 
against the enemy. . 

Verse 2. The actual time they used 
in going from Horeb, or Sinai, to the 
place from which the twelve spies 
were sent was about a year. The time 
that would have been necessary at the 
ordinary rate of travel for those days 
was eleven days. Thus it can be seen 
that God wanted them to have some 
experience in wilderness travel betore 
entering their final goal. Had they 
been submissive to God's will, they 
would ba ve ended their journeys , at 
Kadesh-barnea; however, after their 
sin at that place. the Lord decreed 38 
years more ot wandering. 
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Verse 3. Very deflnite date is given 
bere and shows that it will be no 
more than two months unt11 they 
crOSB over. Once again we have the 
significant statement that what Moses 
is about to say to the people is what 
the Lord commanded him to say. 

Ver:se 4. As the congregation was 
approaching their last stand before 
the invasion, the people menUoned 
here disputed thefr advance and were 
repulsed. This bit of hjstory Is in~ 
seTted to complete the narrative to 
the time and place of the speech 
which makes up this fifth book of the 
Bible. 

Verse 6. According to Strong the 
word "law" bere fs from a word that 
is derived from sUll another which 
means "to teaCh," Thus the word as 
used in the scriptures is broad enough 
that it includes any kind of discourse 
that has teaChing in it, whether the 
express commands tor action or any 
other subject-matter that mIght be 
related to human actions. With that 
view of the word we can easlly see 
why history is included. 

Verses 6, 7. The time of -the move­
ment here mentioned was after their 
work and experienee at Horeb had 
been eompleted according to God's 
will and be wished them to proceed to 
the completion of the great scheme 
laid out tor them. The places meo­
tioned In the verse just give a few of 
the spots they should have passed 
en route to the land that was their 
objective. Mention of the Euphrates 
is perfectly in harmony with the orig­
Inal plan that God bad laid out for 
them had they been obedient. 

Verse 8. The land to which they 
were travellng was given to their an­
cestors and now it Is theirs by right 
of inheritance. They will have to ngbt 
for possession since it is being occu­
pied by the heathen nations. 

Verses 9·12. There is much involved 
In this paragraph that is not detailed 
here. The reader may reter to Ex. 18 
and Num. 11 and read the more com· 
plex aceount of the situation. It In­
cludes tbe advice of Jethro and the 
acceptance by the Lord of the plan. 

Verses 13-16. This paragraph re­
cites the carrying out at the advIce 
mentio~ed in preceding one. The plan 
'of cooperation between Moses and the 
leading men of the congregat~on was 
arranged and finally became an Inte­
gral part of the MosaIc system. 

Verse 16. Though the work or car· 
ing for the varIous disputes was 

spread out among the leaders of the 
people, it must not be thought that 
authority was taken from Moses and 
divided among them. All of their 
work had to be under the jurisdiction 
or the inspired law-giver, Moscs, and 
all disputes would finally have to be 
deeided by him it not settled before. 
Also, it should be understood this re­
fen'ed to matters arising between per­
sons as to their personal dealings 
with each other. It would have no 
bearing on any ot_ the ordinances or 
statutes of the law. That was still 
vested in Moses as the law giver and 
mediator for the people. Even these 
personal matters were to be handled 
according to principles set forth by 
thei r earthly head, Moses. 

Verses 17, 18. This passage is llke 
the teaching in the New Testament 
that says God Is no respecter of per­
SODS. (Acts 10: 34.) That means that 
one's deCision in any matter should 
not be influenced by personal regard 
for either of the disputants but that 
it should be solely on the basis of 
what is right. The judgment is God's. 
This does not mean they were In­
spired in their judgment, but that 
they must act wtth regard to God. An 
excellent comment on this thought 1. 
worded in the text in 2 Chr. 19: 6 
which will be quoted here: "For ye 
judge not tor man, but tor the Lord." 
It men would keep God in mind al­
ways when acting between brethren 
in disputes, their decisions often 
would be difl'erent from what they 
are. 

Verses 19, 20. The wilderness here 
Is the territory they traversed between 
Horeb and Kadesh. The word "moun­
tain" is often used figuratively and 
also is used generally of the condition 
of the country. One meaning of the 
word is "hIlI country" and is so ren~ 
dered in the R. V. Thus, In this para­
graph, it does not refer to, any speCial 
mountain. The Am,orites were un­
doubtedly originally 'a specUlc people', 
but their characteristic8 of tniquUy 
were so strong that the term 1lnally 
came to be used to deSignate aU or 
many of the wlld clans occupying the 
country. The word is so used in Gen. 
15: 16, and It Is so used in the pas· 
sage now under consideration. 

Verses 21-23. This passage throws 
mucb light on Num. 13: 1, 2 and 
should alwaY8 be considered in can· 
nection with that place. It is always 
proper to consider everything the 
scriptures sayan any subject before 
tormin.g a final conclusion. 



268 Deuteronomy 1: 2"'6 

v.,.. .. 24, 26. This I. another In­
stance of the brevity of the scriptures. 
The events ot the return of the spiee. 
theIr report. and following complaint 
of the congregation are here implied. 
That 18 recorded in Num. 13 and 14. 

Verses 26, 27. One of tbeir most tar­
reaching murmurings Is the subject 
of thJspasssge. See above references 
to scriptures for details. 

Verse 28. Some clUes in those days 
were waned as a fortification against 
the enemy. The walls of these cities 
are described &8 being "up to beaven," 
or the sky, which Is to he understood 
figuratively. The thought Is that they 
were occupied by the Anaklms, a 
group of giants living in the country. 

Verses 29-31. The use of the per­
sonal pronoun should not be mis­
understood. It refers to the congrega­
tion as such and not personally to the 
people to whom he was speakIng. The 
men who were personally guUty of 
the mIstakes being told about here are 
all dead, but the congregation as a 
whole Is still before Moses. It Is In 
that Ught we should understand the 
assurances which Moses saId he had 
given about their abutty to conquer 
the country, because God would be 
with them. 

Verse 32. Lest the reader have the 
wrong impression of the people to 
whom Moses is actually speaking, be 
Bure to consider the thoughts oltered 
in precedIng paragraph. 

Verse 33. The guidance of God by 
use of the pillar of fire by night and 
the cloud by day made thetr success a 
sure thing. In spite of all this evi­
dence the congregation (as a whole) 
rebelled against the divine directions. 

Verses 34-36. The men included. in 
the decree of God not to let them en­
ter the land of the promise were the 
men of war as well 8s the spies. 
There were two of them who were 

"exceptloIl8, Caleb and Joshua. who 
will be mentioned later. The reason 
g1 ven for these exceptions is that 
they "wholly followed the Lord!' 

Verse 37. We generally think of 
"sake" as meaning "on" behalf of." It 
here means "on account of" and re­
fers to the noted instance in which 
Moses made tbe great mistake of his 
llfe, which mistake cost him hIs en· 
trance to the land of Canaan. The 
mistake was brought about by a cir­
cumstance caused by the people. 

Verse 38. At the time the announce­
ment was made to Moses that he 

should not be allowed to enter the 
land In the conquest. Joshua waa a 
faithful servant under him. Then 
Moses was informed that thlB same 
Joshua would take his place as 
leader. Because ot that be was told 
to encourage Joshua. 

Verse 89. The very ones who the 
murmurers claimed would die in the 
wllderness were still altve, and the 
ones making the complaint were all 
dead. This shows the weakness of 
man's judgment. especially when 
he thinks to judge agaJnst the Lord. 

Verse 40. AIter leaving Kade,h, 
barnea they are said to have traveled 
by way or the Red Sea. The reader 
will agaIn be remInded that the 
larger body of water called the Red 
Sea bad two arms projecting north­
ward and either of these arms would 
be referred to under the name of the 
body as a whole. This should always 
be remembered when In doubt about 
10catJoDS of the congregation. 

Verse 41. The people saw the mJs.. 
take of theIr rashness and expressed 
desire to attack the land. They even 
made mUttary preparations In that 
they girded on every man hIs war 
weapons. Often it happens that man 
will realIze his mIstake atter it Is 
done and then perhapS think he can 
remove all etrects by some rash ac­
tion.. 

Verse 42. It fs too late now to 
change their hasty conclusions. The 
decree of God has gone out and he 
w11l not be wItb them in theIr at­
tempt. It should have been evident 
beforehand that It would be a failure. 

Verse 43. In spite ot the divine in­
junction. they went up. Note the 
strange workings of humankind. Be­
tore. when it was God's will tbat they 
go up agaill8t the land, tbey teared it 
would be a failure. Now. when God 
positively teU, them be wUl not he 
with them. tbey think they can suc­
ceed regardless. The word "presump­
tUOUsly" means to go with the spirit 
ot defiance. to be determined to go 
even though they knew they were for­
bidden to do so, to go insolently or 
darIngly. 

Verse 44. It turned out just as they 
had been warned. The Amorltoo. 
wicked people of the rough couutry, 
repeUed them wIth destruction and 
great bumUlaUon. 

Verse 45. They vainly looked to the 
Lord tor sympathy but received none. 
They were not entitled to it because 
at their Sin ot presumption. 
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Verse 46. This verse 18 worded 
very unusually but the meaning is 
this : The record of their journeys 
was already made (Num. 33: 1) and 
that record would be open for perusal 
in due time. Moses makes thIs state­
ment whlch is as if be saId, "The 
Dumber of daYB ye abode In Kadesb 
is a matter of record." 

DEUTERONOMY 2 
Verse 1. Atter the events in connec­

tion with the spies' report, the COD­
gregation took up their long journey 
that was destined to continue thirty­
eight years. They surrounded Mount 
Selr. the country belonging to Edam, 
since that name was applied to him, 
another name for EMu. They would 
not invade it because of his relation 
to Abram. 

Verses 2, 3. As stated above, they 
have been occupying the country Bur­
rounding that of Selr. They have 
been in that place long enough. 

Verse 4. Now they are directed to 
get nearer the actual land. The coast 
means the edge of his territory. They 
are informed that the Edomi tes, de­
scendants of Esau, will be afraid of 
them. They are not to be disturbed 
by tbis fact. Nations sometimes at­
tack the ones ot whom they are 
afraid. God means for them to under­
stand such fear will not cause anT 
interference for them. 

Verse 6. Notwithstanding, the 
Edomites will be in fear at the ap­
proach of Israel, yet they will not 
make any attack. Neither may the 
IsraeUtes meddle with the land of the 
Edomites, for God bas already given 
that area to Esau's descendants for 
possession. 

Verse 6. They were allowed to be 
on friendly terms with them and 
trade with them, paying for what 
they obtained. 

Verse 7. In this verse Moses breaks 
from the thread of his account and 
comes to their present date, which is 
at the end of the forty years. It is a 
sort of refieetlon over the facts as sup­
port of the claim made in verse 6, 
that is. the claim implied In that they 
were ordered to pay for what they 
got. which they could not have done 
had they not been prosperous. 

Verses 8, 9. In their next move they 
came near the region occupied by the 
Moabites. Of course, they did not at 
that time enter the country. That took 
place at the close of their Journeys. At 
the time now being considered they 

might have been prompted to enter 
it. The Lord charges them not to 
meddle with Moab nor to think of 
taking thefr land. It had been given 
to them In deference to their ancestor 
Lot. 

Verses 10-12. This paragraph merely 
relates to some earlier history In 
which these heathen races had occu­
pied the t erritory but had been subju­
gated by the people near to the Lord 
and had taken over that area by the 
Lord's encouragement. 

Verses 13-16. This fs another big 
jump in history. From Kadesh, the 
place ot the spies, to the place near 
where the congregation is now lo­
cated, the time consumed was thirty­
eight years. That unusually slow 
progress of the nation was because of 
the hand of the Lord. It was to give 
time for the rebellious group among 
them to be consumed and strewn 
along the way in the wlIderness. 

Verses 16-19. The same reason was 
assigned tor the warning of treatment 
at the Ammonites as in the case of 
Moab. Both peoples were descended 
from Lot. and God would not let the 
Israel1tes molest them. 

Verses 20-23. This paragraph is alm· 
lIar to verses 10-12 and calls tor like 
note. 

Verses 24. 26. Atter pasSing near 
the land of the Ammonites, they came 
near that of gihon. He was king of 
another group of heathen classed as 
an Amorite. Assurances are given 
from God that Sihon's territory will 
fall to the Children of Israel. It Is 
well to observe here that. wben the 
two and halt tribes requested their 
part of the possessions to be on the 
east of Jordan, they included this ter­
ritory we are reading about. We 
should also understand that the pres­
ent posBession of tbe territory Is that 
of miUtary occupation, for they are 
passing on soon to other reglons. As 
fUrther encouragement for the COD­
gregation. God said he had caused the 
nations to be In dread of the approach 
of the Israel1tes. 

Verses 26-29. Before takIng over the 
country of Sibon, Moses sent messen­
gers offering to pasa through his terri­
tory peaceably and agreeing not to 
forage but to pay for all thIngs used. 
This kind of bargain had been offered 
to the Edomites and a friendly pact 
had been formed. 

Verse ao. SihoD refused to enter the 
agreement otrered him. The Lord 
hardened hI. heart, with the result 
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that be came out with an army. to op. 
pose the movements of the ehildren of 
Israel. It was just from every stand· 
point for bis heart to be hardened or 
made obstinate. Be was already a 
wicked king and his moral character 
was not made any worse by being 
used tn this way to open up more of 
the previously titled property of God's 
people. Therefore, when it is gone 
through with. the property which the 
ISl'aelltes got trom the people of 81-
hon W88 the rightful spoU of war. 

Verses 31·36. This paragraph Is a 
recital of the operations against Sihon 
in which hIs territory was taken by 
the Children of Israel after they bad 
slain him and all his people. They 
d1d not destroy the cattle, because of 
their usefulness. but they took such 
for their spatIs of war according to 
the word of the Lord. 

Verse 37. Because ot the nearness 
of the land of Ammon to that of SI~ 
hon, the writer considers It well to 
make the exception again ot that ter~ 
ritory. It was not taken over, because 
of respect for the memory of Lot, the 
nephew of Abraham. 

DEUTERONOMY 3 
Verses 1-4. Since Moses, in this 

memorable speech, is rehearsing the 
histOry of the nation, both its favor~ 
able and unfavorable experiences, we 
read ot many incidences previously re­
lated. These heathen kings, Slhon and 
Og, were so outstanding that they are 
referred to frequently by both secular 
and religious writers. 

Verse 5. In some places the cities 
are said to be fenced. In others they 
are said to be walled. In this place 
both words are used. Thus we Bre to 
understand that when we r ead of a 
city being fenced we are to under~ 
stand it to mean it Is walled and pre­
pared to restst siege. All such cities 
of Og were taken besides many towns 
that were unwalled. There Is no point 
in making much distinction between 
city and town. for tbe same Hebrew 
word Is used for both. The context 
must be considered when we wish to 
learn the difference, if any, tn some 
cases. The size of the place does not 
always matter. Rather its impartance, 
from location or otherwise, as a mm· 
tary post will count moat of aU. 

Verse 6. There would be no advan~ 
tage to these women and children 8ur~ 
vivlng the death of their men; there-­
fore, it was logical to remove them all 
from the scene. 

Verses 7-10. The two Amorite ktnp 
are the ones already named, Sihob 
and Og. All of their territory was 
confiscated by the children of Israel. 

Verso 11. Since a man would not 
likely provide himself a bed far be­
yond bis bodily needs it indicates the 
size of the giant to describe his bed­
stead. It needed to be made of iron tor 
strength. Generally speaking a cubit 
in scrtpture is 18 inches. Therefore 
tbis bed was 13¥.! feet long and 6 feet 
wide. Tbat does not give us the spe­
cific length ot the giant's body but 
does give a significant suggestion. The 
fact that he was conquered by ordi­
nary men is proof that hum a n 
strength is no item In a conBtct 
against the Lord or his people. 

Verses 12, 13. The primary account 
of tbis gift Is in Num. 32. They saw 
this land and desired it. The same 
was given to them on conditions 
named In that chapter. 

Verses 14-17. When a particular ter­
ritory was assigned to a unit of God's 
people, the actual taking of it would 
be supervised by certain individuals 
within that unit. Hence the lines of 
this paragraph. 

Verse 18. Again we have the idea 
that the land bad been given to the 
children of Israel, and now it was for 
them to take p08Session. These tribes 
were told to go over "before" their 
brethren. That word does not neces­
sarily mean that they were to pre­
cede the others. But that they were 
to be In Sight of them. This is signifi­
cant, since there had been a question 
in the beginning as to their motive in 
asking for possession on the east side. 
Now It they are seen by the other 
brethren In an armed condition and 
gofng along with them, no doubt can 
be entertained. 

Verse 19. Nothing would be gained 
by forcing the fam1l1es and the cattle 
to go along in the march. They would 
be an encumbrance. Hence they were 
told to remain in the place where they 
were to be located at last. 

Verse 20. Interest In the congrega­
tion as a whole is taught in tbis 
verse. "Rest" was to be given their 
brethren "as well as you.'! They must 
ftght for the benefit or the common 
good. 

Verses 21, 22. The llrellminary ex­
periences they had gone through in 
subdUing the kings. Sihon and Og. 
are referred to by Moses as basis for 
~ncourag1ng Josbua in the task be-
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fore him. He Is thus commanded by 
Moses to go on in the leadership. 

Verses 23·25. To the mind of the 
writer this is one of the most pathetic 
passages in the life of Moses. Atter all 
the years or faithful watching and 
leading, and after the many repetitions 
of the bright prospe<:t held out to the 
congregation, now be Is not to enjoy 
the fruit of it himself. But its very 
seriousness of SYInllatby should im­
press us with the fUrther seriousness 
oC rebelUng against anyone of GOO's 
laws. In spite of all the great work 
Moses had done, he placed himself 
ahead of the Lord at the rock. The 
first commandment of the decalogue 
forbade having any other god before 
the Lord. By taking honor to him· 
selt that belonged to God, that very 
sin was committed, and it cost Moses 
his right to enter the land of Canaan. 

Verse 26. For your sakes. Not on 
behalt of them hut on their account. 
They had clamored for water and that 
brought up the occasion in which 
Moses made the great mistake or his 
life. He is told to drop the subject 
and never mention it again. 

Verse 27. Here Is an Informative 
passage. Moses is already east of the 
Jordan and thus in a. part of the 
promised land. Yet he was told to look 
in the four directions. The purpose 
oC climbing the mountain was that 
he might have sight at' the territory. 
The idea should be noted that, while 
all ot' the domain in sight was included 
in the "promise," yet the capital part 
was west of the Jordan. Hence it 
was necessary for the congregation to 
reach that point in order to carry out 
their full duty in fighting for posses­
sion of their own. 

Verse 28. There is no opportunity 
for Bulking and no indication that 
Moses was inclined to. He was not 
only to charge Josh ua, but to encour­
age him tor the great work of com­
pleting the mission begun forty years 
before. 

Verse 29. This Is a general state­
ment of their location at this time. 
and it is identified by saying it is 
against or near the place named in 
this verse. It was just east of the 
Jordan and opposite the place where 
they will 1\oal1y attack. 

DEUTERONOMY 4 
VerBe 1. In practical use there is 

very little difference between statute 
and judgment. But the dIstinction Is 
that the former means an enactment. 

The latter is a verdict. That 1S. ~ a 
statute is a fixed law and made tn­
dependent of any specific instance at 
appJ1cation. ' Whlle a judgment is a 
decision that might have been occa· 
sioned by some crisis that had not 
been provided for. After having ruJed 
over the people for forty years, which 
included so many and varted experi· 
ences, there would have accumulated 
by this time a great many ot both 
kinds of law. 

Verse 2. This command is Uke the 
one In Rev. 22: 18, 19. The sin of 
adding to or taking from the Word 
of God is not realized as it should be. 
lt not only constitutes disobedience but 
implies that the One giving the com· 
mand did not know his own business 
In forming a law. Not only that, but 
also that finite man can perfect what 
the Lord was not wise enough to do. 

Verse 3. Bacl·Peor. Tbis is a com· 
pound word. Baal was the name of an 
imaginary god and Peor was the name 
or a mountain at which the idola­
trous worship occurred. 

Verses 4, 6. When the iDen of war 
sinned and were sentenced to Hnger In 
the wilderness to die, others were 
obedient to Gad and they are now 
with Moses and ready to go in and 
take possession of the land as prom· 
ised. Here is another statement tbat 
what Moses taught the people had been 
commanded by the Lord. Hence the 
authorlty of the lawgiver is the same 
as tbat of God in these laws. 

Verse 6. Keep, and do. Many times 
In the teaching given the Israelites 
they were told to observe and do, or 
observe to do. This is an important 
expression. Many people may observe 
the law far enough to memorize · It 
and be able to quote it. That is not 
enough. It must be both observed and 
obeyed. 

Verses 7, 8. The contrast is made, 
favoring the nation of the Israelites, 
and is based on the God who is near 
hiS people. Near enough to see and 
hear their needs and cries. And power­
ful enough to meet any emergency 
that could arise. 

Verse 9. Forgetfulness ' Is a common 
weakness of man. They are here 
warned not to forget what they have 
seen and heard. Not only so, but they 
must tell it to their children who have 
not had the experiences their ances· 
tors have had. This same kind of 
Instruction 18 given parents under the 
law of Chrlst. (Eph. 6: 4.) 

Verses 10, 11. This D8.88age takes 
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us back to the beginning of the stay 
near the mount of Horeb. The people 
were actually directed to come within 
audible hearing of the voice of God. 
The purpose for this action was to 
impress them with the awe and dig· 
nity of the Lord. And the appearances 
of fire alternating with darkness, etc., 
were to add to the impressiveness. 

Verse 12. Let the reader be sure to 
note this verse and bear In mind 
what has already been mentioned to 
him (Ex. 20: 1), that the ten com­
mandments were spoken orally by the 
Lord before they were written on the 
tables. Of course, no man can see 
God's face and live. Hence the voice 
was actually his, but bis presence was 
veiled. 

Verse 13. The chief idea we should 
have :fixed in our minds here Is that 
the ten commandments Which God 
wrote on the tables are called .this 
covenant." But they are not said to 
be the whole of his covenant as the 
sabbatarians teach. 

Verse 14. The same God who wrote 
the ten commandments on the tables 
is the one who commanded Moses to 
do some teaching. Not all of the law 
of God could be written on the tables 
of stone, which were so small that a 
maD could carry both in his hands. 
Thus it was necessary to have numer­
ous items of government in addition 
to the ten which were on the stones. 
God did not propose writing them, but 
employed Moses tor that work. 

When Moses did that writing and 
delivered !!lame to the people, or when­
ever he spoke to them orally as re­
peating the law of God, It had the 
same weight and authority as the 
lines written by the finger of God on 
the tables. To make a distinction be­
tween the authority of one part at 
the law, and the other part, is to say 
that God bas more authority at one 
time than he bas at another. That is 
rebellion and Inflldellty. 

Verse 15. WhUethey heard the 
voice of God at the mount, yet they 
did not see anytblng that Indicated 
the form of the one speaking. There­
fore, it would be pure speculation as 
well as arrogance to make an image 
and pretend it to be a likeness of the 
Lord. 

Verses 16-18. This passage embraces 
one of the three forms of Idolatory 
that prevailed in olden times, that of 
the artificial. They used wood and 
metals and stone and made the Images 
in what they conceived to be the form 

of the gods. It was illogical to do 
so because they had never seen God 
and hence did not know what torm 
to niake for him, even were it right 
to think of doing so. 

Verse 19. This is a reference to 
another of the prevatling forms of 
idolatry. that of the natural, or wor­
ship of things In nature. Only the 
inanimate objects are - named here. 
This form at Idolatry Included wor· 
ship of animals and fishes and trees. 

Verse 20. The figurative expression 
uiron furnace" In reference to Egypt 
Is doubtless In connection with the 
burning bush (Ex. 3: 2), where the 
unusual condition obtained of the fire 
burning, yet not consuming. The 
people at God were sorely tried in 
Egypt and were made to burn with 
persecution. Yet they were not con­
sumed and the fact should have im­
pressed them with the oversight which 
was caring for them. And the grand 
purpose the Lord had in all that 
wonderful oversight and deliverance 
was that they should be a "people of 
inheritance." This is another expres­
sion looking back to the promise made 
in Gen. 12: 7. Having given the land 
by promise, God wished to have a 
separate people to inherit the land al­
ready given through the great an~ 
cestor. 

Verses 21, 22. In several places 
Moses told them the Lord was angry 
with him for their sakes or on their 
account. This was not in the spirit 
ot a taunt as the disposition of meek­
ness attributed to him would not allow 
it. But it God would 80 bitterly pun­
ish the lawgiver for an act occasioned 
by the people, he certainly will punish 
the people themselves if they be guUty 
of sin. Therefore, they should be care­
ful and be able to go across, after 
Moses has died, and possess the land. 

Verses 23, 24 .. The warning given in 
connection with the first command­
ment is repeated here with the speci~ 
fication that God is jealous. Because 
of his jealousy he will burn with in­
dignation those who dare to put some 
other God between him and them. 
They might do this if they should 
forget the holy covenant. 

Verses 25·27. This warning is a 
form of threat or prediction of the 
tragic end of the national greatness at 
the time of this prediction. 

Verse 28. Another fact often over~ 
looked Is that while In captivity they 
were not allowed to worship God as 
a nation. Certain individuals, like 
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Daniel and his three companionB, and 
others, were exempted from serving 
idols whlle in captivity. But the 
people as a whole were compelled to 
go right on whlle in captivity and fol· 
low the practice of idolatry which was 
the cause of their national downfall. 
This great fact wlll he pointed out 
more in detatl when we get . to the 
prophecies. 

Verses 29·31. This promise of res· 
toratton to God's favor also applied to 
certain individuals and not to the na­
tion as a whole. It also w1ll be given 
demUed explanation at the proper 
place in the study of the prophecies. 

Verse 32, 33. This is a general re­
minder of the partialtty which God had 
shown this people in the past. and 
their memory Is called upon to make 
the observation. They had been given 
experiences unequalled by any other 
people on earth. 

Verse 34-. This Is a more specific 
citation of the experiences reterred to 
in preceding paragraph. The two na­
tions meant in this verse, are the 
Israelites and the Egyptians. The 
signs and other demonstrations reter 
to the plagues on Egyptians. 

Verses 35, 36. By the coincidental 
facts at bearing God's voice orallY, and 
then seeing the effects of the divine 
law among them, they should have 
been convinced that the God who 
spoke to them was unlike any other. 
It would be folly in the extreme to re­
bel against the divine word delivered 
to them. 

Verse 37. The fathers here were 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. This is 
evident trom the distinction between 
"thee" and the fathers. The twelve 
tribes with their twelve heads, the 
BODS of Jacob, were the ones brought 
out trom Egypt, theretore the fathers 
would have to mean ancestors before 
their Ume. This Is the conclusion. then, 
that the love G1ld had tor the three 
patriarchs caused him to watch ten­
derly over the great people descended 
from tbem and see that they were 
released trom their bondage. 

Verses 38-40. With the foregoing 
tacts and truths as motives they 
sbould surely be wtlllug to adhere 
to the law given them and be obedi­
ent to all its requirements. 

Verses 41-43. The purpose and use 
and location of these cities are ex· 
plained in Numbers 35, which see. 

Verse 44, 4:5. The word "testimonies" 
18 added to the other two already de­
lined. The principal Idea of this word 

is something that had been established 
as true and right by some miraculous 
demonstration of power and authority. 

Verses 46-49. This is simply a briet 
summing up of the places and persons 
the chUdren of Israel subjugated at 
their approach to this domain of the 
country. 

DEUTERONOMY 5 
Verse 1. Thl. verse might weI! be 

considered 88 an Introduction to the 
chapter in which the ten command­
ments and other laws are going to 
be given. Here we have the impor. 
tance at them indicated by tbe words 
"learn" and "keep" to "do.'" 

Verses 2. 8. The tatben here are 
the same as In chapter 4: 37. This is 
significant. The ten commandments. 
which included the sabbath command­
ment, were not given to Abraham 
according to thfs passage. Hence 
those who claim the sabbath law to 
have been in force trom the begin­
ning are in error. That commandment 
was a part of the covenant which God 
made with the people represented by 
the ones to whom Moses was then 
talking, and originated atter leaving 
Egypt 

Verse 4. To talk face to face as 
expressed here means that they beard 
the voice of God directly and did not 
merely have it relayed by Moses. 
(Ex. 20: 1.) 

Verse 6. This verse has been prop­
erly enclosed in parentheses, for it re­
fers to what happened after tbe voice 
of God bad orally given the command· 
ments that are soon to be recorded in 
this chapter. Hence thla passage really 
should come after the reciting of these 
ten commandments. (Ex. 20. 19). 

VerBes 6-21. Since these ten com· 
mandments are commented upon in 
detail In Ex. 20, it is not necessary 
to take space bere tor repeating them. 
But as Josephus is an authoritative 
Jewish historian, it will not be amiss 
to quote bere his version of the ten 
commandments as follows: "The 1lrst 
commandment teaches us that there 
is but one God, and that we ought to 
worsblp him only; the second com­
mands us not to make the image of 
any living creature to worship it; the 
third, that we must not Bwear by God 
in a false matter; the fourth, that we 
must keep the 7th day, by resting from 
all sorts of work; the 1lfth, that we 
must honor our parents; the 8ixth, 
that we must abstain from murder: 
the seventh, that we must not commit 
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adultery; the eighth, that we must 
not be gullty of theft; the ninth, that 
we must not bear false witness; the 
tenth, that we must not admit of the 
desire of any thing that Is another's." 
4-ntiq1,ti.tie8. 3-5-5. One helpful tbing in 
this Is the fact that Josephus wrote 
about the time of ChrIst. His works are 
many centuries old. Yet the enumer­
ation of the ten commandments as he 
gives them is the same as in our 
Bibles, which shows that we . have a 
true record of the old law as it ex­
isted at that time., 

Verse 22. AM he adeled no -more. 
or course the connection shows this 
means no more were added to the com­
mandments that were to be written on 
the tables after being spoken orally to 
the people. Since any person caD see 
that DO detailed outline tor their COD­
duct could be seen in that list the con­
clusion is necessary tbat whatever 
fu r ther instruction they needed from 
God would have to be found in some 
place other than the tables of stone. 
This proves again that God did not 
intend the tables to be considered as 
the complete law tor bis people under 
that DlsI)ensatton. 

Verses 23-26. This Inctdent In their 
history has already been explained as 
being the reason why the ten com­
mandments were placed on the tables 
of stone. The people were frightened 
at the audible voice of God and re­
quested not to hear it again. 

Verse 27. It was thus the request of 
the people to hear God through Moses 
and that was the manner of communi­
cation between God and the people 
after that. But it did not lessen the 
authority of the law any to be relayed 
by Moses. 

Verse 28. Well said. This Is from 
a word that means right or correct. 
The thought is that the agreement to 
hear the words of God. even when 
spoken through the mediator is a right 
promise. Whether they keep the prom­
ise is another- thing. 

Verse 29. This is an implied doubt 
as to whether they will keep their 
word, 

Verse 30. The foregoing conversa­
tiODS had taken place near the mount, 
to which place the people had been 
caned -from their tents. Now they are 
dismissed with the orders to return to 
their tents. 

Verse 31. Standing near the Lord, 
Moses was to bear the things com­
manded of God for the conduct of the 
people and he was then to teach them. 

Verses 32, 33, The preceding para­
graph ended tbe present quotation and 
this i8 now the dircct language of 
!doses to the people. In this he again 
makes the significant expression "ob­
serve to do." Merely observing will 
not sufftce. They must also do, This 
would require them not only to learn 
and en,ter the ways ot the Lord, but 
they must walk therein. To do so 
would bring them their well -being un­
der the hand of God. 

DEUTERONOMY 6 
Verses 1, 2, They are here tn­

structed to fear the Lord. This word 
bas two shades of meaning. One Is to 
be in terror, or be frightened at God, 
the otber is to have respect for him, 
The latter meaning Is used when the 
fear ot God i8 commanded. A moUve 
for their obedience in this passage is 
the promise of having their days prO­
longed, Not specially the length at 
their individual age in years, but their 
days being extended as a nation in 
the land promised to the fathers and 
now possessed by them. 

Verse 3. Flowing with milk and 
honey meant that the land abounded 
therewith. The natural resources at 
the land were such as to encourage 
grazing and beekeeping, 

Verse 4. Every great system of hu­
man activity or enterprise that sus­
tains an existence has some funda­
mental fact or supposed fact (or 
truth) as Its basis. On that basis 
everything in the system rests tor sup­
port. On the existence or non-existence 
of that basis the whole system stands 
or falls, That basis for the Old Testa.­
ment System was the tact stated in 
this verse. As long as the children of 
Irael believed and observed this state­
ment. they had no time nor desire to 
worship other gods. Every Instance ot 
idolatry was an Instance of disbelief 
in the truth of this basis, That is the 
reason that Paul in 1 Cor, 10 itemizes 
the various acts of disobedience of the 
nation. then sums the whole matter up 
in Heb. 3: 19 as unbelief, The cor­
responding basts tor the New Testa· 
ment system is in Matt. 16: 16, 

Verses 5, 6, Very 10gicaIly then, if 
they accept the fundamental fact of 
the preceding verse, they will love the 
true Lord wholeheartedly and wtll lay 
up in the heart the divine words, 

Verse 7. It they have these words 
in their heart they wtll be prepared to 
teach them to others. It was specially 
important to teach them to their chit-
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dren. The copies of tbe law were 
scarce because written by hand. Hence 
the greater necessity of having them 
inscribed in the mind 80 as to trans­
mit them to the otber generatons. 
They were to talk about the laws of 
God in their homes and when they 
were journeying. Day and night they 
should be chiefly Interested in the law 
of the Lord. This is what David said 
was the frame of mind of the right­
eous man. (Ps. 1: 1) . 

Verse 8. For cpmment on this lan­
guage Bee Ex. 13: 6·10. 

Verse 9. While the language ot the 
preceding verse was figurative yet that 
01' the present one i8 not. In view of 
the scarcity of copies ot the Jaw it 
was well to have parts of them in­
scribed In places of public observance 
for the benefit of those who needed the 
instruction. 

Verses 10. 11. In this paragraph the 
writer leaves us In no doubt &5 to 
who are meant by the "fathers'" for 
they are named In connection with the 
promise of the land. 

Verse 12. Prosperity often blinds 
the eyes to the source of that very 
.prosperity. So Moses here warns them 
against forgetting God after they take 
possession of a land of plenty and con­
taining advantages uJ>On whIch they 
have bestowed no labor. 

Verse 13. Some things were allowed 
in the Old Testament that are even 
forbidden tn the New. Swearing or 
making oaths was one. It is con­
demned tn Matt. 5: 34·37 and in Jas. 
5: 12. It Is a sin for a Christian to 
make an oath. 

Verses 14, 15. The prevalence of 
idolatry among the chlldren of Israel 
was largely caused by their 8urr'ound­
logs, All of the peoDle were Idolatrous 
and communicated that Influence to 
those with whom they came in con· 
tact. That 18 the Teason why the fre· 
quent warning against the practice; 
also the reason why the commant1 was 
given to drive these nattons from the 
country. 

Verse 16. God cannot be induced to 
sin, for he cannot sin. But the word 
"tempt" here means "to test or try!' 
It Is a matter where the attributes of 
God are challenged, either as a direct 
motive of the action or as a logical 
application of it. 

Verse 17, Diligence is a virtue neces­
sary in all fields of activity. It is that 
quality of performance that requires 
both thought and action. To be active 
without thinking, is Uable to serIous 

results. To be thoughtful. and yet Dot 
active, is fruitless. 

Verse 18. The all·important thing Is 
to do that which is right "in the sight 
of the Lord." Man may approve of 
actions of which God would disap. 
prove. Therefore it is necessary to con­
sult the divine law in regard to a11 
our conduct and if we do 80 and act 
accordingly the blessing of the Lord 
wUl tollow. 

Verse 19. One of the blessings to 
follow their obedIence was the rid· 
dance of the enemy nations then in­
testing the promised land. And this 
blessing was to come on condition tbat 
they refuse to have fellowship with 
those nations. 

Verses 20. 25. Even on the basis of 
obligation or gratitude, they should be 
wilUng to obey the Lord. Since the 
primary motive for these laws would 
be a matter of history occurring cen. 
turies before. It would be natural for 
the inquiring mind of the children to 
ask about it. Thus they were told to 
be prepared to inform them about 
thet r experience as a people in the 
land of Egypt. How the Lord brought 
them out with a mighty hand and 
gave them their freedom. This would 
obligate them to be obedient to the dl· 
vine rule. And thus duty in the way 
ot gratitude. also respect tor the divine 
origin of true law, sbould prompt 
tbelr obedience. 

DEUTERONOMY 7 
Verse 1. The nations mentioned 

were among the leading ones of the 
heathen then infesting the land but 
not the entire group. Seven, being a 
prominent sIgnal for completeness, Is 
used bere to designate the idea that 
the people· of God would be able to 
overcome all of their enemies. The 
word "nation" is from GOI and has 
been rendered in the A. V., by Gentlle, 
heathen, nation, people. It thus does 
not necessarily have a polItical mean· 
tng but rather refers to a breed or 
race. The context must always deter­
mine whether It is used to refer to 
some particular group of people 
formed together into a government or 
political society. 

Verse 2. This verse expresses tn 
very strong language the conditions oQ 
which the Lord promised to give his 
people the land of Canaan and to drive 
out .the foreign inhabItants. There 
was to be no compromise whatsoever. 

Verse 3. Not only were they to have 
no diplomatic relations with these na-
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tions, but also no social ones, eepe­
ciaUy in the way ot marrIage. 

Verse 4. The logical reason for God's 
severe edict aga.tnst these nations is 
here given. It was" not merely an act 
of host1Uty on the part of God trom 
personal hatred, but because of their 
bad influence upon his people. That 
princIple bas always been a prom­
nent item In the teaching ot the Lord. 
In 1 Cor. 15: 33, with a revised render­
ing, Paul says "evil companionships 
corrupt good morals."' When God's 
people associate with those who are 
not, the danger is, and the rule is, 
that the evil will overcome the good. 
For that reason the Lord's people 
should choose good people tor their 
intimate friends. 

Verse 5. This requIres that they en­
Urely destroy the instruments of idola­
try. The groves were places where the 
idolaters frequently placed their idols, 
so that the very appearance of a grove 
or even ODe tree Buggested the prac­
tice of the idol worship. Thus we otten 
have reference made to idolatry by the 
mere menUon of a tree or grove. The 
altars mentioned were bunt. on which 
to otter sacrifices to their heathen 
gods. 

Verse 6. The word ,jspeclal" is from 
an original that means useparate or 
exclusive." The thought i8 that God 
only bad any claims upon this people 
and for that reason he demanded that 
they worship no other god but him. 

Verse 7. One of the commonest mo­
tives of choice among human beings Is 
that of numbers. Disregarding all 
prinCiples involved, a person will fre­
quently go to the sIde that has the 
greatest number. This might be true 
in some Instances where no principle 
of right and wrong Is at stake. But 
if mere success was the only thing in 
mind the larger numbers would be· 
considered. That was not the maUve 
for the choice God made of this pe0-
ple. At the time this people was laid 
hold of, and taken to himself, they 
numbered perhaps three mUlton. That 
was a small number compared with 
many of the older nations then In ex­
istence. 

Verse 8. The highest possible mo­
tive prompted the Lord to choose 
them: his love tor them. Also his de­
sire to keep the promise and oath that 
he bad made to thetr fathers. For 
these considerations the Lord brought 
them out from Egyptian bondage. 

Verse 9. To a thoulCn4 generations. 
Of course, we know that nothing Uke 

that many generatIons had literally 
passed between the time of the prom· 
ise and Its fulfillment. But God Is so 
faIthful that had that many have 
passed before the conditions required 
in the promise had come into exIs­
tence, he would not have forgotten the 
promise. Surely then he w1ll not for­
get it in the much fewer actual gen· 
erations. 

Verse 10. To tMir face. The last 
word in this group Is from an origInal 
that means "before, ,in view of, in the 
presence of." The idea Is that God 
would bring the punishment upon 
them in a manner to make them real­
ize what It was and what it was for. 
Hate. This does not necessarily refer 
to that condition of mind that we gen· 
erally regard as present when one 
hates. It also means to be a foe or 
enemy in one's conduct regardless of 
personal sentiments. All people whose 
manner of Ufe is contrary to the 
Wishes of God are considered as those 
who hate him. 

Verse 11. In keeping with the 
thoughts expressed by the foregoing 
verse they were to keep the command· 
ents of the Lord. In so dOing their 
conduct would not be contrary to the 
wIshes, but in harmony wIth those of 
God. 

Verses 12. 13. The conditions on 
which aU of the llromises of God were 
lliaced were constantly kept before 
thetr minds. This left them no excuse 
for overlooking the duty Which they 
were to perform in their Ufe as a peo­
ple. And it i8 a principle of mutual 
obltgatioD, recognIzed by man gener­
ally, that when one party to a con­
tract breaks the agreement, that re­
leales the other party. Hence when 
the nation ot Israel broke thetr part 
of the agreement that released the 
Lord and they then were losera. 

Verses 14-16. Superiority over all 
other nations and freedom from the 
eVils the other naUons suffered were 
to be among the rewards enjoyed by 
the children of Israel provided they 
obeyed the voice of Gad. To have such 
bleaslngs they must be unsparing in 
their opposition against these evll na­
tions. 

Verses 17, 18. The natural incUna· 
tlon to consider numbers might cause 
these people to shrink. But they 
should remember the experiences of 
Egyvt. Also the fears expressed by the 
ten spies and thus banish aU consider· 
ation of numbers. 

Verse 19. This verse 18 a general 



Deuteronomy 7: 2Q-8: 6 277 

summing up ot the transactions in 
Egypt at the t1me Moses was prepar­
ing to lead them out. "Temptations" 
1s another word tor tests. The power 
01 God was put against that of the 
magicians and it stood the test; they 
failed. 

Verse 20. The insect here called 
hOTnet was more like the wasp in its 
nature of sUng. Also a wasp would 
be more incUned to assume a general 
flight of attack tban the insect we 
know by the name of hornet. The idea 
we should get Is that God uses such 
meaDS as he see8 At in bringing about 
the result desired In given cases. 

Verses 21·23. The presence or these 
native people would work somewhat 
against the prevalence of the beasts. 
Therefore they were to be driven out 
gradually 80 a8 to give opportunity for 
destroying the beasts also. To drive 
out the nations gradually did DOt mean 
to cease opposing them even for a day. 
It was to be a gradual. yet continual 
fight against them. 

Verae 24. By getting the kings Into 
their hand they would get the rulers 
of the peoples and thus wipe out the 
very name of the heathen. 

Verse 26. MenUon haa already been 
made of the various forms of idolatry 
that were practiced, Among them 
were the imaginary and the artificial. 
These two were generally combined. 
because, since tl1ey carried an image 
in their minds ot the gods they adored 
they also wished to have something 
visible to their eyes to correspond. 
Hence the Images of those invisible 
gods. They must all be destroyed. 

Verse 26. One reason they were 
commanded to destroy these images 
was that they might not bring them 
Into their houses to be a constant 
snare unto them. 

DEUTERONOMY 8 
Verse 1. This ver8e Introduces a 

memorable chapter. And the reader is 
again asked to note the Significant ex· 
pression "observe to do." It Is not 
enough to observe. One might do that 
as an act of the mind only, or merely 
to memorize the command. But he 
must observe the command for the pur· 
pose of doing tt. And this was to be 
necessary if that peoDle expected to 
ltve as a people and finally take pos­
sesston of the land that had been as· 
sured to their fathers. 

Verse 2, Humbled. This Is from a 
Hebrew word that has a variety of 
uses. The most practical meaning of 

the word 18 Hatnlct.·· Of course. we 
can underatand how an aft1iction 
brought on a person in punishment 
would also humble or humutate him. 
So that tbeir forty years in the wllder· 
ness would be remembered chie.Oy 
througb the many affUcUona they suf· 
fered In the way. 

Verse 3. First, they were caused. to 
hunger where theTe was no natural 
means of supplYing the food. That 
called tor divine beJp. It came in the 
form of manna. For critical explana· 
tIon of this word Bee Ex. 16: 15. There 
Is something very significant in the 
fact that their bunger was satisfied 
with an article they did not recognize. 
It should cause them to understand 
that the help was from a source higher 
than man. The log1.c ot this verse is 
that hunger (as well as other condi~ 
tions) was provided for in the wilder· 
ness. In spite of such fact, they were 
punished with amtctions from time to 
time. Thus they should conclude that 
even when the needs of the body are 
satisfied 80 that man 18 comfortable. 
he needs something more. That 18 the 
need for the character. And when a 
man's character Is not what God 
wishes he wlll punish the offender. 
The grand conclusion should be that 
man Is a being composed of Inner and 
outer parts. Bread wUI take care of 
the outer but something more is 
needed for tbe inner. This is the pas­
sage quoted by Jesus In Matt. 4:: 4: In 
his encounter with the devil In the 
wilderness. 

Verse 4. Among the things provid­
ing for complete bodlly comfort was 
a supply of clothing. The word "old" 
means "worn out." The actual age in 
years would not be denIed, but they 
would not be worn with age. So that 
their supply of clothing would always 
be "just like new." Also, their feet 
would be so well cared for that they 
would not swell, whIch means "blister," 
Their travel was on foot. but their 
shoes would always be perfectly 
adapted to their teet in spite of the 
long use and thus would always make 
them feel at ease in that way. Their 
appetite wou1d be constantly satisfied, 
and thefr external bodtly needs BUp.. 
pUed, thus no excuse tor wrong doing 
could be Jaid to the provocation along 
the line of personal comfort. 

Verses 6, 6. It then, their bodtly 
comforts were provided for, and at the 
same time certain atrUeUons came up· 
on them In punishment, they must con­
clude that they were In the nature of 
chastisement from a father. Even a 
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fleshly parent would not chastise his 
ehUd except for wrong doing. And 
God would not punish except for the 
same reason. Thus again, If they are 
punished at the very time they are 
completely provided for as to their 
bodlly needs, the wrong tor which they 
arc punished Is not induced by the 
want of the outward body. 

Verses 7, 8. If God provided the 
necessities of Ute tn the wilderness 
where it was only possible through 
miracle, when they come Into a land 
where those good things a re already 
In exi~ttmce in abundance, they should 
conclude that such abundance is also 
provided by the Lord and should serve 
him out ot gratitude. 

Verse 9. Iron ore 18 found In rock 
and tbe stones of this country were to 
eontain this valuable metal. As brass 
is an aUoy, of course, it would not be 
found in the hills. The better trans­
la tion j8 copper. 

Verse 10. The proper reaction to 
tbe condition of great plenty to be en­
joyed by them will be one of gratitude. 
They should bless the, Lord which 
means they should recognize him as 
the source of their blessing'S. 

Verses 11-14. A solemn warning is 
the Bubject of this paragraph. A popu­
lar theory has been taught by certain 
(}()liUeal agitators among professed re­
Uglous people. That theory is that 
man will be good if he is comfortable. 
And that he wnt be comtortable if his 
bodily needs are supplied. That we 
should abolIsh all penal laws and in­
stitutions and rather see that the citi­
ZeDS are given food for the stomach, 
clothing for the body and shelter for 
the head. That if such provisions are 
made then man will be naturally good 
without the use of restrictive laws and 
penal Impositions. The factual history 
of humanity belies that theory. The 
rule Is that mankind wtu not endure 
prosperity without becoming corrupt. 
Thus the warning here and always, is, 
beware not to let temporal prosperity 
bUnd us to the needs at something 
hlgber, and cause us to forget the very 
God who gave us all things that are 
good, for nothing we have that is 
worth having, whether temporal or 
spirttual. came from any source than 
the Lord. (JaB. 1: 17) . 

Verse 15. The terribleness or the 
wilderness is specially descrIbed by 
reterence to the serpents Rnd other 
pests that befell them, Ukewise to the 
~carc1t1 at ute's needs whtch had to 

be pro>lded by miracle. Yet God led 
them safely through it all. 

Verse 16. Again they were reminded 
that they were ted with a tood that 
they did not know, and again the 
reader is reminded of the loglc In the 
fact that if they got necessary results 
of good from a thing they did not un­
derstand, they should have concluded 
that God was the source of the bless­
ing and shOUld be served theretore. 

Verses 17, 18. Man is apt to boast 
of his accomplishments. But a modern 
machine might as reasonably boast of 
its usefulness independent of the 
builder , as for man to boast of the 
wealth he has amassed. Instead, he 
should remember that he could not 
have accumulated the wealth had he 
not possessed the power to do so. And 
he would not have possessed such 
power had he not been given it by the 
Lord. Therefore. he should give God 
the credit for all his blessings and 
show his gratitude for them by using 
them in a way pleasIng to tbe Lord. 

Verses 19, 20. This is a serious 
warning of what will befall them as 
a nation if they allow themselves to 
forget God and serve the Idolatrous 
nations around them. They wtll be 
driven from the land and periSh as a 
natton. This awful calamity dtd come 
to them and the history of It will be 
found In the closing chapters of 2nd 
book at Kings. The subject will be 
given further attention at that place. 

DEUTERONOMY 9 
Verse 1. This day. This expression 

Is tlgurative or comparative. We know 
in Htersl days there were several 
to pass before their crossing. Dut the 
time was not far ott and the ex­
pression is used In that comparative 
sense. 

Verses 2, 3. It was thought well 
to keep them reminded they were 
to go against a strong foe. Giants 
in stature and characteristics. Living 
In fortified cities and with hUman 
provisions for resistance. The assur­
ance is in the fact of God's great power 
over all OPposition. No strength can 
prevatt against him and jf the people 
wnt obey and rely on him they are 
certain of success. 

Verse 4. For purpose ot disUnction 
It is wen to score "righteousness" and 
"wickedness" in this verse. Atter 

. their victory over the enemy they 
must not conclude it was given them 
as reward for their righteousness. Re­
gardless of whether they were a 
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righteouB people, the nations against 
which they fought w.ere wicked and 
deserved to be destroyed. God used 
his people as the instrument of said 
destruction hence they should not 
boast. A similar argument ts In Rom. 
11: 19. 20. Paul warns the Gentiles 
not to conclude the rejection of the 
Jewish nation was In order to give the 
GenUles a place. Instead, the Jewish 
nation was rejected because of un­
belief regardle.. of whether others 
were believers. Therefore, tbe Gentiles 
should not be boastful. 

Verse 6. In addition to the reasons 
given in preceding verse tor making 
the great change tn the occupants of 
the land the oath made with Abra· 
ham, Isaac and Jacob ts bere given. 

Verse 6. A stiftnecked people means 
they were a stubborn and perverse 
people. Yet God. loved them for the 
sake of the fathers and wlll not f()rget 
his oath and promise. 

Verse 7. All through the wilderness 
they had provoked the Lord to. wrath. 
So that the success they arc now prom­
ised is not in reward tor their 
righteousness but in spite of their 
unrighteousness. The ref are, they 
should not be puffed . up. 

Verses 8, 9. Going back to the time 
prior to the wilderness wandering 
Moses reminds them of their provo­
cation at Horeb. This referred to the 
sin of the golden calf. The danger of 
destruction that overshadowed them at 
that time is brought to their memory. 
That destruction was averted through 
the mediation of Moses. This wlll be 
noticed more particularly below. 

Verse 10. The reader should note 
this verse as one to be consulted on 
the subject of the oral deUvery of the 
ten commandments. That delivery 
was made before they were given to 
them on the tables. which God wrote 
with his own finger. See detailed 
comments on this at Ex. 20: 1. 

Verse 11. This Is another place 
where the tables were called "the 
covenant." The same force of ex~ 
pression will be used of other parts of 
the law as wiH be cited from time to 
time. 

Verses 12, 13. Even while Moses 
was yet 1n the mount the Lord in­
formed him of the sin of the people. 
It is described as a turning aside. 
Such is the case in all acts of wrong. 
It constitutes a varying trom the right 
path. It should be noted here that no 
specific mention is made of the one 
man wh() did the forming of the idol. 

The thought is that all were to be 
held responsible for the sin. 

Verse 14. This is the threat of de­
struction mentioned in verse 8 and for 
which the prayer of Moses was inter­
ceded. 

Verses 15. 16. In obedience to God's 
command Moses came down from the 
mount. All the intervenIng conver~ 
sations between the Lord and Moscs 

- were left out at this place. But the 
fact that he had the two tables tn his 
hands, shows that the arrangement for 
the memorial at their expressed fear 
had been completed, and they were 
ready tor deposit in the place desig­
nated had there not been any event 
to interfere. 

Verse 17. By taking these tables be­
fore their eyes Moses provided them 
evidence ot tbelr great provocation by 
the sin ot idolatry. 

Verse 18. Between the close ot pre­
ceding verse and beginning of this we 
should place all the event of the meet· 
ing with Aaron at the place of idolatry. 
01 the call1ng for the people and the 
response ot Levi and the slaying ot 
three thousand, etc. Since this book 
is largely one of review or repetition 
it wUl not always be necessary to 
give tbe details of the history rerer­
red to. The additional thought Is given 
to us here that in the second period 
of Moses' stay in the mount his tast­
ing was done as an expression of re­
gret and anxiety over their sins. 

Verse 19. This relates to the prayer 
of meditation which Moses offered to 
God when be threatened to destroy the 
people. ·See that threat recorded in 
'Ex. 32: 10 and the prayer of Moses 
immediately following. As a type or 
Christ, Moses was to be the medIator 
between God and the people and as 
such would have proper authority to 
reason with the Lord on behalf of 
them. In the present paragraph the 
statement Is made that the Lord 
hearkened to the prayer of Moscs. 

Verse 20. As the individual specially 
guUty of the great sin of idolatry the 
people committed, Aaron was threat­
ened witb death. And Moses made a 
special prayer of intercession for him 
and was beard so that the services 
or Aaron were continued all through 
to the fortieth year of their wander­
ing. 

Verse 21. The calf was the visible 
sign of sin that was in their heart even 
before the idol was formed. But since 
it was a present symbol of their sin 
it was well to remove it from their 
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eight. Not only 80, but by burning It 
80 tbet It would be orystalllzed It 
could be ground into powder and 
washed away by the brook. 

Verses 22-U. These verses recall the 
instances where they had provoked the 
Lord and roused the divine anger 
against them. The conclusion was that 
they had been rebelUou8 against God 
from the start This Is Dot thrown 
into their (aces merely as a taunt but . 
to keep them from self-confidence of 
a dangerous degree. 

Verse 25. This verse repeats the 
motive for Moses' tasting and con· 
duct of penitence on behalf ot the 
people. It was in concern tor their 
great sins. 

Verses 26. 27. A strong item in­
jected into the mediatory prayer of 
Moses is the mention of the fathers. 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God had 
said 80 mant Umes that be was act­
ing In view of his respect for those 
fathers. NoW it Is perfectly in order 
for the mediator to use tbat a8 a 
leverage in bls plea before God. 

Verse 28. The boast of the enemy 
nations would be a shame and Moses 
Wishes to prevent such by overrullng 
the sins of the people for good. 

Verse 29. After all, Ibese people, 
sinful though they are, constituted the 
ones whom 'God had separated from 
Egypt and all others to be his in­
heritance. So that love for even a 
wayward child would prompt the pres­
ervation of the child. But that very 
love and preservation should cause the 
child to be grateful and react accord­
Ingly. 

DEUTERONOMY 10 
Verse 1. Much brevity has already 

been discovered In our study of the 
Great Book. From other parts of the 
record we know that the ark was not 
actually made until after the second 
period of torty days in the mount. 
But it Is necessary to precede that 
chronology here so as to complete the 
instruction about these Be<:ond tables. 
Also let thle verse and the following 
one be carefully observed as to the 
antecedents of the pronOUDS used in 
connection with the writing on the 
tables. In this verse Moses Is quoting 
the words of the Lord. 

Verse 2. He Is otlll quoting Ibe Lord 
when he uses the pronoun HI" 80 that 
we are to understand that God. and 
not Moses did the writing on the 
tables. Besides, In this direct con­
nection the lecond person .. thou" Is 

used sa the one who broke the former 
stones. Thua the conclusion Is un· 
avoidable tbet God did Ibe writing. 

Verse 3. The chronological mixup of 
this verse Is explained in verse one 
above. 

Verse 4. The subject not having been 
changed we must know the pronoun 
"he" here means the Lord. Also that 
agrees with the tact that the first 
personal pronoun "me" is used in the 
same verse as the one to whom the 
tables were given alter being written. 

Verse 6. This Is another verse that 
must take tbe explanation ollered at 
first verse of the chapter. Of course 
at the time Moses was making this 
speech all of the facts of which he was 
speaking had taken place so that the 
chUdren of Israel needed not to be 
confused as to their spectal chronology. 

Verse 6. DeparUng for a short space 
from his direct addresa to the people 
Moses recites in the third person some 
historical events of great Importance. 
The original account of this 1s in 
Num. 33. After Aaron had served the 
purposes of the Lord he was to be 
taken out of the scene as a punishment 
for bis sin at the rock. The of8ce ot 
High PrIest descended npon bls son 
Eleazar. 

Verse 7. Just another brief insert 
of some of their journeys. 

Verse 8. TMt t i me. This 10 Ibe 
time referred to in chap. 9: 18. Levi 
responded when the call was made to 
come to the Lord's side. As reward 
for and recognition of this reverence 
for God this tribe was selected to 
have the exclusive care and service 
of the tabernacle to be produced Boon 
among the people. 

Verse 9. The exclusive posItion and 
work of the tribe ot Levi made It out 
ot the question tor It to be settled in 
a regular inheritance as the other 
tribes were. They were to be situated 
near the tabernacle while tn the years 
of wandering and then after settling 
1D Canaan were to live In ciUes scat· 
tered over the territory in genera). 

Verse 10. The Bame as stated In 
obap. 9: 18. 

Verae 11. This fs another big jump 
in chronology tor It did not take place 
uDtn the tabernacle had been made 
and reared up which was about a 
year after the cbUdren of Israel had 
come out of Egypt. At the time Moses 
was making this speech It was a 
matter of blstory. 

Verse 12. Now Moses drops hia 
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reminiscent form of speech and directs 
his language into the channel of teach­
ing and· exhortation. This is a wonder­
ful passage and sums up the entire 
duty of man toward his God. If a man 
tears and loves God and walks in the 
ways God shows him, there will be 
nothing more required of him. No­
thing more will be needed or possible 
as that will occupy all his thoughts 
and actions. This passage is quoted 
by the prophet Micah, chapter 6: 8. 

Verse 13. Keeping the command­
ments delivered to them was not 
merely a service without any result 
for them. It was to be for their good. 
So it bas always been and stUl is the 
one tning on man's side as the ob­
ject of the law. It is for his good. 

Verse U. The simple word "heaven" 
has but one original in the Old Testa­
ment which is BHAMEH~ It is defined 
"to be lotty; the sky (as aloft; the 
dual perhaps alluding to the visible 
arch in which the clouds move, as 
well as to the higher ether where the 
celestial bod i e s revolve) "-Strong. 
Since the central idea of the word Is 
something lotty, the context must de­
termine in each case as to how lofty 
the place is. Thus the use o't~ the word 
In this verse would be to the effect 
that God's place of importance and 
dignity is above all others. 

Verse 15. Despite this great exalta­
tion ot God he had delight in the 
fathers who respected this exaltation 
of their great Maker .. In deference to 
this delight in these God-fearing fathers 
he chose their descendants after them 
to be a people above all others, as 
they were at the time when Moses 
was speaking to them. 

Verse 16. On the basis of the great 
favor shown to the people their grati­
tude should be shown by their outward 
conduct. The outward conduct will not 
be as it should, unless their inward 
condition of mind became what it 
should. Hence the command to cir­
cumcise their beart. When this word 
is used figuratively, it means that 
something unwanted and objectionable 
to the Lord should be cut ott. Of course 
that means that their proneness to 
idolatry and other forms of iniquity 
must be cut off and the service to God 
be unmixed with the things that are 
wrong. 

Verse 17. The word "god" means an 
object of devotion and the word "lord" 
means a ruler. But the true one to 
be worshipped and to rule is the God 
and Lord of Israel. Therefore they 

should worehlp hhn and be ruled by 
him only. He ls sald here to be a 
terrible God. This has the same force 
as the word fear. God is to be re-­
spected for his goodness and to be 
dreaded when guilty of rebelling 
against him. He has no respect of 
persons and cannot be bribed.. Nothing 
but character wtll make any difference 
in his treatment of man. 

Verse 18. In harmony with the fore­
going verse God cares for the helpless 
and untortunate and stranger even 
though humble in personal character. 

Verse 19. Therefore, the Israelites 
should imitate the divine example and 
show favor to the stranger. remem­
bering their long stay in a strange 
land. 

Verse 20. It is not enough merely 
to profess love for God but they should 
cleave unto him. This means an at­
tachment of close communion and 
faithfulness. 

Verse 21. He is "thy praise," means 
he is the one who only deserves the 
praise of the people. This is because 
all their blessings have come from 
this divine source. 

Verse 22. This is a brief but signifi· 
cant, and should be gratitude provok­
ing reference to the great growth they 
made under the providence of God. 
After dwelling in a strange land four 
hundred years, and in spite of the 
many disadvantages thrust on them 
by the overlords, they had grown to 
a multitude of over 600,000 men of 
the age and qualifications for war. 
This could be explained only on the 
basis of God's great love for and care 
of the several tribes. 

DEUl'ERONOMY 11 
Verse 1. This verse states an oft­

repeated command, but the word 
"charge" has been added to the lan­
guage. That is from a word that means 
guard or watch. It conveys the idea 
that they were placed as a sentry to 
guard the cause of the Lord against 
the enemy. That is also a principle 
taught throughout the scriptures. In 
more than a dozen places in the N. T. 
we have the command to watch. 

Verse 2. The children of the con­
gregation to whom Moses was speaking 
had been born recently and did not 
know of the happenings to the nation. 
These parents had gone through the 
knowledge by experience. They were 
not of the age to be numbered when 
they started but were old enough to 
have remembered. 
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. Verse 3: Since all persons may be 
said to know of things that can be 
thus a part at their Informatlon only 
through others, the children of tbese 
parents could know all these things. 
Therefore, he meant they knew these 
things by personal observation. So 
we have the conclusion that many 
persons in the hearing of Moses now, 
had .been with the congregation from 
the night of the first passover. 

Verses 4-6. This paragraph is a 
brief review ot the works of the Lord 
among his people and their enemies. 

Verse. 7. 8. Since their eyes had 
seen and thus had direct testimony of 
tbe works and power of God, tbey had 
no excuse from doing their duty. 

Verse 9. This assurance does not 
especially refer to the tndivlduallife of 
the persons but also to the extension 
of their stay in the land as a nation. 
This fifteen hundred years that passed 
from the arrival at Sinai and then 
the land of canaan until the New 
Testament, would have all been spent 
by them as a strong nation in their 
own land had they been obedient. 

Verses 10, 11. This passage is con­
trasting the means of watering the 
crops as used in Egypt and wlll be 
used in the land to which they were 
going. It Is a description at irrigation. 
The very details of the statement of 
Moses are verified by secular history. 
A quotation from George Rawlinson 
on this point wlll be tnteresting. "The 
government (of Egypt) had a general 
control over the main cuttings, opening 
and closing them according to certain 
fixed rules, which had for their ob­
ject the fair and equitable distribution 
or the water supply over the whole 
territory. Each farmer received in 
turn sufficient to fill hie own reservoir, 
and f rom this by a network of water· 
courses continually diminishing in size 
tbe ftuid was conveyed. wherever 
needed, and at last brought to the 
'Very roots of the plants. The removal 
or replacing of a little mud, with the 
hand or with the foot, turned the 
water hither and thither, at the plea.&­
·ure of the husbandman, who distrib­
uted it as his crops required." Rawlin­
son's History 01 Ancien.t EUypt, Vol. 
1, p. 84. Of course we understand the 
river Nile furnished all this water. 
The circumstantial description of Its 
application as seeD in profane history 
ia 80 corroborative of the inspired 
statement that it increases our re­
spect for the statements of Holy Writ. 

Verse 12. In contrast with the land 

where artificial watering haa to be 
done they were journeying toward a 
laDd where the God of aU sou'rces did 
the watering. 

Verses 13-15. The natural blessings 
referred to above were promised on 
tbe condition they obey the command· 
menta of the Giver of those things. 
This prinCiple of cooperation with God 
had to be constantly kept before their 
minds. 

Verses 16, 17. The influence of 
Idolatry was so deceptive. And that 
was the common Sight to be expected 
as they came among the Inhabitants 
of the land and they were repeatedly 
warned against mixing with tham. It 
they did so then these blessings would 
be dented them. Like children who 
have to be taught through physical 
punishments, the people of old had 
to learn through providential experi­
ences what it meant to please or dIs­
please God. 

Verse 18. In this verse the actual 
and the flguraUve use of words appear. 
They could make the commandments 
a part of their mind and could flgur· 
atlvely have them always at hand and 
befofe thetr eyes mentaUy. The same 
idea is expressed by Peter in 1 Pet. 
3: 15. 

Verses 19-21. All copies of the law 
had to he ·made by hand. They were 
therefore scarce and it wae necessary 
to transmit it by mouth to the chilo 
dren. Also they could have parts of 
it inscribed on walls and stones of 
buildings. 

Verse 22. Diligence Is again en· 
joined which means "thoughtful ac­
tivity." And they were told both to 
keep and to do the commandments. Not 
enough merely to keep them in their 
memory but they must do them. 

Verse 23. The promise to drive out 
the nations is again based on their 
obedience to the law of God. And we 
have the informaUon here that the 
heathen nations then occupying the 
land of Canaan were greater and 
mightier tban the children or Israel. 
Of course, this referred to their 
strength as nations and numerically 
and not to their strength of character. 
If Israel can see these mighty nations 
driven out before them they should 
be convinced that Israel's God Is 
mightier than all gods. 

Verse 24. Again we have the ex· 
tent of the promised land indicated, 
which shows it to be far more than 
the land of Canaan. See Oen. 15: 18 
and 1 Kl. 4:21. 
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Verse 25. Their success In over­
coming the enemy wtU depend on their 
obedience to the Lord. Then no man 
w11l be able to withstand them. 

Verses 26-28. To set before them 
the blessing and the curse does not 
meaD for them to "take their choice" 
as a liberty from God. as sometimes 
taught. But God has always been rair 
in bis dealings with man. He not only 
tells of the favorable result or doing 
right but warns ot the untavorable re­
sult of doing wrong. 

Verse 29. These mountains had no 
moral nor any other characteristics 
either good or bad. Again the reader 
must keep in mind the primitive na­
ture of all God's deaUngs with man. 
Object lessons to impress Ideas on the 
mind were used in those formative 
years. So that when certain bJesslngs 
or curslngs were to be pronounced 
they were to be done rrom specified 
places. That fact would finally cause 
the Impression that blessings and curs­
ings were not the same. That they 
were separate from each other and that 
no man could be mixed with ODe 
while with the other. A good map of 
Canaan shows these two mountains to 
be near each other. Since the people 
were to respond to the pronotJnclng ot 
the curses the indication would be tbat 
they were positioned In the valley be­
tween. and in hearIng of the words 
pronounced. 

Verse 30. Not only were these moun­
tains in the land of Canaan but here 
described as being by the way "where 
the Bun goeth down." The map verifies 
this statement also, tor they are llr 
cated tn the western part of the land. 
The word "champaign" is from an 
original that means "a desert," and 
the map shows it to be such. 

Verse 31. To go in to possess the 
land shows that it was already theirs 
as having been given them through 
their great forefathers. But they must 
defend their right by war with the 
enemy. 

Verse 32. Let us not tor one Instant 
forget tbe importance of observjng to 
do the commandments of God. Memory 
verses Bre aU right. but fruitless un­
less obeyed. 

DEUTERONOMY 12 
Verse 1. This verse indicates that 

it might have been permitted the Is· 
raelltes to dwell In the land of Canaan 
as long as the earth existed. That Is 
true. Had they always been obedient 
they Bbould never bave been taken 

from that land. Of course, atter the 
coming of Christ with the N. T. law, 
they would have been required to 
submit to the new system tor their 
religious and spiritual guidance, but 
as a nation among nations they could 
have continued tn that land. Their 
government as a people would sUll 
have been the Jaw given them at 
Sinai. Only it would then have had 
but a political Significance. 

Verse 2. Tbe places where the 
heathen were accustomed to practice 
their worship were to be destroyed. 
This Included all the green or living 
trees where such conduct was ba d. It 
thus did not mean to condemn the 
existence of trees, for in other places 
they were instructed to preserve cer­
tain trees. 

Verse 3. This takes the same com­
ments as the preceding verse. 

Verses 4-6. The "place" mentioned 
here would apply according to circum­
stances. Whlle in the wilderness it 
would have meant simply whatsoever 
place was the site of the tabernacle 
at any given time. Arter reaching the 
land ot Canaan there will be finally 
Borne speCific geographical location for 
the tabernacle and that will be the 
place wbere they must bring their 
sacrifices. 

Verse 7, Certain festivities or the 
nation or Israel included eating tor 
religious observance. While the eat­
ing would be Uteral and physical, the 
significance would be drawn trom 
some cIrcumstance in their r elation 
to God. 

Verses S, 9. This does not mean that 
man was ever permitted to "do as he 
pleased" in his conduct. But wh1le 
journeying through the wilderness and 
under the many conditions ot varying 
circumstances there would be frequent 
need tor exerctse of human judgment. 
When they get settled in their own 
land It will be more regular. 

Verses 10, 11. Tbis passage laps 
back over the one previous. The time 
was to come when the -congregation 
would be settled in their own land. 
When that comes, there will be a 
specified locality where they wllJ find 
the name of God formally recorded 
and thither they must assemble at 
stated times. 

Verse 12. The Levite within their 
gates referred to the tact of the Levltes 
not. having any specific location tor 
possession. Their citles would be Bcat­
tered over the general territory and as 
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& .... ult the memhers or that trlhe 
might be seen in various places. 

Verses 13. 14. Certain activities of 
the Israelites required animal sacrifices 
and these could not be. lawfully per· 
formed in JU8t any place they wished. 
There was to be some provision made 
tor that matter according to verses 
10. 11 ahove. 

Verse 15. The privileges of tbis verse 
referred to the eating tor religious 
purposes as mentioned in verse 7. Only 
in this place more Uberty 18 extended 
than in the other for bere is meant 
such religious resUvlUeB &B did not 
connect with the national reaatB. Those 
reQuired the presence at the proper 
place of assembly. 

Verse 16. Men are but grown chil­
dren in size, and often in disposition 
also. If certain Uberties are granted 
it is natural to take sUll more with­
out pennt&8lon. So the freedom of 
eating at pleasure 88 set out in pre­
ceding verse might encourage them to 
forget certain restrictions that had 
been made elsewhere. So with the 
eating of blood. At no time Or place 
could they eat that without displeas­
Ing God. 

Verses 17. 18. ![ a porUon (tenth) 
of their fruits was to be eaten in reo 
l1gtous service to God they must not 
presume to do so "at home" or just 
any place they chose, but must come 
to the proper place tor the occasion. 
This is the same injunction as de­
scribed In verses 10, 11 above. All 
through this chapter as well as in 
many others we must keep the dis· 
tinction before us between the re­
l1g1ous activities that might be per-

. formed wherever they saw ttt and the 
ones whose location was prescribed by 
the Lord. 

Verse 19. Gcd was always especially 
thoughtful of the Levites. They had 
responded to the call of Moses to come 
over to the Lord. Now they have been 
given sole charge of the religious 
phases of their congregational life. 
They were not permitted to bave cen· 
tralized possessions as the other tribes. 
So in respect to all this, the other 
tribes were required to treat the Le· 
vites as described in many places. 

Verses 20·22. This is the same in 
meaning as in verse 15 above. 

Verses 23·25. Once more the warn­
ing against eating blood is repeated 
and the thOUght Is added that It will 
be well with them before the Lord to 
observe this law. 

V_rssa 26-28. This passage h&B the 
same teaching 88 that in verses 11, 
13. 14. 18. 

Verses 29-32. Another repetition of 
the warning against imitating the Idol­
aters. Among the abominable prac· 
tices of the heathen was that ot burn­
Ing their chUdren in service to their 
god.. While God haa accepted the 
destruction of enemies as an offering 
to him yet he has never permitted the 
sacrifice of human bodies on reJlgious 
altars. 

DEUTERONOMY 13 
Verses l-3. There have heen tim .. 

wben God used evil persons to carry 
out bJs plans. He has even used tbem 
to communicate his word to the people. 
Also he has enabled evil characters to 
perform supernatural deeds. The ques.­
tion then would arise here bow were 
they to be protected against deception 
when these false teachers performed 
some sign and it came to pass? The 
key to the situation is in the use the 
prophet tries to make ot his supposed 
superhuman power. If this prophet 
tries to induce them to practice Idol­
atry on the strength of his successful 
feat. then that was to be evIdence that 
God was not with the prophet except 
to use him as a test. 

Verse 4. They were to indicate their 
rejection of the false prophet by being 
aU the more fatthful In following the 
Lord and walking in his ways. 

Verse 6. Their duty did not stop with 
the affirmative practice. Many times . 
we bear it said that It is our business 
to advocate the right and let tbe 
negative take care of Itself. But such 
Is not the w1ll of God. He requires 
us not only to be outspoken In favor 
of the truth but to be outspoken also 
agatnst error. We have this taught in 
the N. T. (Eph. 6: 11.) 

Verses 6-8. Blood relatioDship Is 
often allowed to influence the pro­
tessed people of God to depart from the 
divine law. One of the commonest 
circumstances even today Is to see the 
In6uence of husband or wife or chUd 
or otber relative Interfere with the 
set duty toward the Lord. And what 
is worse, not only is this permitted 
but some w1ll even offer it as a reason 
for modified religious devotion. It will 
be said that God would not expect 
us to "break up a tamlIy" In our 2!eal 
to sUck to the law 80 closely. Sueb 
is talse reasoning and 18 against the 
positive teacbing ot scripture. Christ 
even says that be eame to make such 
division between relativeB (Matt. 10: 
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36), and Paul tells US that when he 
was called to the work of the Gospel 
he immediately dismissed the thought 
of lIeshly relation. (Gal. 1: 16.) 

Verse 9. This evil person must be 
put to death. Of course a man can be 
kUled but once. Hence the language of 
this verse does not restrict Itself to the 
Ilteral use of the physical hand In the 
execution. That comes in the next 
verse. It means that the relaUve must 
be first and foremost in testifying, and 
the others if additional testimony 
should be needed. 

Verse 10. This verse brings us to 
the actual execution. And notice it 
requires that he be stoned "that he 
die:' Stones might be hurled at a man 
and yet he not he ktlled. So the act 
must be complete. Likewise. when a 
man becomes guilty ot grave disobedi­
ence agatnst the law ot the Lord 1n the 
N. T. be must not merely be chastised 
and then let go, hut he must be given 
the llnal and extreme cutting oft. (1 
Cor. 6: 6.) 

Verse 11. The object of the tore­
going execution is stated here, that it 
is to cause the I1ving to be filled with 
fear of God. Punishment of an evll 
doer 18 Dot only for the benefit of the 
guilty one but for the object lesson 
it makes to the othen. 

Verse 12. 11 thou Bhalt hear Bay. The 
mere report of some evU must be 
taken tnto consideration as w1l1 be 
noted further below. Let It be noted 
here that we are not permitted to be 
Indifterent to the reports of evil in 
other parts of the world from where 
we may be located. Almost aU evtl 
movements tha~ come among God's 
people start locally and then may 
spread. We should be on the watch. 

Verse 13. The word "bellal" is Im­
properly capitalized here. It Is not a 
proper noun in the O. T. It is a 
descriptive word and meane anyone 
who i8 base, worthless. lawless. In the 
N. T. It came to be used as one of the 
names of Satan and would be a proper 
noun there. 

Verse U. They were commanded to 
tollow up the report at the false 
teacber. So It Is the duty of God's 
people today to be on the alert for 
unscriptural movements that might be 
reported to exist In Bome part ot the 
brotherhood. When Peter commanded 
that we love the brotherhood (1 Pet. 2: 
17), he meant that we should be con­
cerned about what might be going on 
abroad. Elders especially are to watch 
alld he on the lookout tor false teach· 

ing and teachers, that may come in 
from outside the community. 

Ver ... 16-18. Upon Inquiry, If It he 
found that such evil persons afe among 
them, they muat be destroyed. Of 
course, we w11l not forget that the 
nation was under military as well as 
religious regulations. Therefore, they 
must literally remove from thetr feI· 
]owsblp any character who might en­
danger their naUonal strength as well 
as their spiritual relationship with 
the Lord. 'I'he same principle is to be 
accomplished today by the act of dnal 
dlsclpUne as taught in 1 Cor. 6: 6 and 
2 The.s. 3: 6. 

DEUTERONOMY a 
Verse 1. This means Dot to muti­

late the desh by cutting it. and not 
to shave the sktn between the eyes as 
a ceremony on occasion at a death. 
The chief maUve for this restriction 
was the tact that the heathen nations 
practiced the things restricted. 

Verse 2. A pecullar people means 
they were to belong to God and him 
only. The same thought is in 1 Peter 
2: 9. Being the Lord's possession ex­
clusively required they please him 
oruy and not imitate the idolatrous 
people around them. 

Verses 3-6. CertaIn unclean beasts 
were considered abominable. Others 
were clean and might be eaten and 
some at them are named outright 
without any general description in 
this paragraph. 

Verse 6. The beasts that they might 
eat are described in this verse as 
those that had two characteristics, 
parUng the hoof and chewing the cud. 

Verses 1-8. In this passage the char­
acteristics requIred are llsted and 
speciflc examples named. .'I'his would 
make it impossible tor them to mis­
understand what the Lord meant by 
the restrictions. The clean beasts 
must not have merely one, but both 
of the characteristics. We do not 
know why the Lord used such marks 
to designate the kinds of heasts. That 
Is, as to why just tbe marks given 
were chosen. The reason why some 
arbitrary rules were given, was to 
teach them the lesson that they were 
to obey God, even 1t they saw no 
logical reaSon for his commands. 

Verses 9, 10. If this law were tn 
force today, we would not be allowed 
to eat the cattlsh which we know to 
be one of the most desirable ot foods. 
Again we must recall the leason that 
by gtvlng such rule. the Impression 
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was to be made that God's law Is to 
be obeyed because he commanded It, 
and not because man caD see the 
reason tor it. After that principle bad 
been Bumciently placed before the 
world, the arbitrary restrictions were 
removed. That is why we have Buch 
teaching as recorded in Rom. 14 and 
1 Tim. 4:: 4. If there had been any 
actual detriment in eating those crea­
tures the law against them would have 
been continued. 

Verses 11-20. No distinctive de­
scription of birds could be glven, hence 
the ones they could not eat are named. 
The word "creeping" in verse 19 might 
contuse us. It is from a word that 
means "to swarm," and thuB does not 
mean the act of creeping 8S usual. 

Verse 21. This 1s another passage 
that would be hard to explain satis­
tactorily for the critic, did we not 
know that many of the restrictive laws 
were ceremonial and not based on 
physical facts. Thus it was with these 
objects. There was nothing morally 
or physically wrong In eating theril. 
If there were then it would be incon­
sistent to ofter them to others. Since 
It is based on judicial law, the aUen 
or stranger would not come under it, 
and therefore it was all rIght to after 
them to such persQns. There Is one 
physical principle involved in this 
passage, and that is based on another 
law that was establ1shed In Gen. ~: 4, 
that blood must not be eaten. If a 
beast had died independent of the 
hand ot a man, the blood would not 
bave been properly excluded trom the 
carcass, therefore they must not eat 
of It. 

Verses 22, 23. The tithe or tenth ot 
all their products, whether ot vege­
table or animal, must be given to the 
Lord to be used as his service re­
qutred. Part of it would be used In 
the congregational activities and part 
in the personal support of the Levtte 
tMbe as the special tribe ot the Lord. 
Even Borne of the religious feasts 
could be provided tor out ot this tithe. 
The ottering was to be made to the 
Lord tn the designated place where 
his name was recorded. 

Verses 24·26. The Lord did not say 
tbat if the way were too long then 
they might substitute their own home 
as a place, just as good as the one 
designated 1n the law. No other place 
would be accepted tor this kind of 
offering. If the way should be too 
long to transport the things they had 
produced and owed to the Lord, they 
need not try to move tbe animals and 

thlnga bodily. Instead. they could .. II 
them In the home land. tben reinvest 
the mODey atter reaching the place 
where the service was to be rendered. 
This provision in the Jaw 1s what 
made the occasion of whtch we read 
tn John 2: 13 and like passages in 
the N. T. There was nothing wrong 
in selling oxen but they were doing it 
in the wrong place. Neither was there 
anything wrong in conducting an ex­
change ot money, since the toreign 
money would not be good In the 10cal 
market, but this too was being done 
in the wrong place. Not only 80, but 
they were taking advantage ot the 
situation to exact exorbitant prices 
and thus were called thieves. 

VerBe 27. God would not 'let them 
forget their special duty toward the 
Levlte that was "within thy gates." 
He was denied general possessions in 
the land and hence was rather a per­
manent guest among the people in 
general. 

Verse 28. At th_e end of three years. 
This means atter the three years baa 
passed. See Lev. 19: 23. When they 
had set out a new orchard and It 
began to bear, they were to regard the 
fruit ot the first three years as ' un~ 
cIrcumcised. or unfit for use. Then 
beginning with the crop ot the fO'urth 
year they were to consider a tenth 
of it as the Lord's. That Is. they were 
to give a tenth of it to the Lord and 
the other nIne-tenths could be eaten 
by themselves. 

Verse 29. This is explained mostly 
in verse 27 and elsewhere. Only in 
tbls the addition is made ot the father­
les6 and other untortunates among 
them. They were to be permitted to 
eat of the prosperity of the more 
rortunate. This generosity ot theIrs 
would bring them the ble68ings of God. 

DEUTERONOMY IS 
Verse 1. This year of release is the 

same as the jubilee described In Lev. 
25. In that chapter the etl'ects of the 
ordinance as to land and the bodies ot 
servants was considered while in the 
present one, the subject of money 
transactions is dealt with in more 
detail. 

Verse 2. The words tor neIghbor 
and brother are practically the same 
in meaning and apply here to those 
composing the congregation. Since 
thts year is called the Lord's release 
it was conSistent to require that his 
people be given this advantage. We 
are to understand the 8Dtecedent of 
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the supplied "It" Ia the Interest that 
might have been charged. Or, If a 
pledge in the form of Bome tangible 
had been taken to secure payment, it 
must be returned in the year of release 
even if the other is Dot able to come 
up with the money borrowed. 

Verse 3. The exception allowed to 
be made was in case of a foreigner or 
one or a d11rerent nation. The strict 
rules of business could be carried out 
in such cases. The same kind of dis­
crimination is taught in the N.T. Paul 
makes a difference in the importance 
of helping those who are our brethren, 
and tbo.e not. (Gal. 6: 10.) 

Verse 4. In the margin the word 
"save" is rendered "to the end," and 
the lexicon Justifies the translaUon. 
The idea is that the tendency of the 
ordinance about the money transaction 
would be toward prosperity and against 
poverty. It did not mean tbat any 
time would come when tbere would 
not be poor people for that would con· 
tradict a verse later on in the chapter. 
It is much like the efforts at" sanita­
tion imposed by law and practiced by 
medical institutions. They are for the 
purpose of redUCing sickness although 
no one thinks to avoid all illness. 

Verses 6, 6. They muat be careful 
to observe to do all the commandments 
and in doing so as to this financial 
regulation. they would bring to them­
selves all the more prosperity. Even 
to tbe extent that they would be able 
to be the lender and not a borrower. 

Verse 7, 8. The requirement of this 
passage is similar to what Is taught 
In Jas. 2: 16, 16; 1 In. 3: 17. The 
Lord has been gracious to all mankind 
although they are undeserving. There­
lore. it is reasonable that the more 
fortunate among us should share with 
the otbers, especially thoBe whose re­
lation to God is the same as ours, 
spirItually. 

Verse 9. A covetous man might be 
tempted to think of · the nearness of 
the year of release at which time the 
obligation or the borrower would be 
automatically cancelled. With that in 
mind he would be held back from help­
ing hie poor brother. Thls verse is a 
warning against such attitude. 

Verse 10. This is another passage 
stmllar in teaching to that In the N.T. 
In 2 Cor. 9: 7, Christians are forbIdden 
to give grudgingly. In the Bight of 
the Lord a man who makes a gift out­
wardly but has regret over it at the 
same time, is as goUty as if he had 
refused to give at all The receiver ot 

the gift mlcht get the same beIWIt 
from the money regardless, but the 
giver wllI not be blessed of the Lord. 

Verse 11. This should always be 
considered in connection with verse 
4. above and thuB help to understand it. 
Jesus taught the same truth in Matt. 
26: 11. Therefore, any theory that 
claims to banish poverty entirely. is 
only visionary and false. 

Verses 12, 13. This Is part or the 
same teaching found in Lev. 25. When 
the servant was to be let go tn the 
seventh year, or year of release. he 
must be given something to carry hIm 
over until he finds some other source 
of living. 

Verse 14. In this verse is a brief 
but interesting reference to the three 
principal sources of income in Canaan, 
the cattle, the grain and the vine. The 
word "lloor" refers to theIr grain, 
from the use of the .floor on which to 
beat out the grain from the chaff, be· 
fore fanning It. 

Verse 15. Over and over agatn the 
children of Israel were reminded that 
they had been strangers and bondmen 
in Egypt and had been released. This 
was not done In the spirit of boast or 
taunt. It was in order to impress 
them with the call, for showing appre­
ciation for their blessings. Thus they 
might conclude that persons in a etate 
of helplessness must rely on some 
more able and fortunate person or 
source. Had. it not been for the mighty 
hand of God they would not have been 
released trom their slavery. Now they 
should express theIr appreciation by 
releasing their debtors. 

Verses 16, 17. This law is com­
mented. on in Ex. 21: 5, 6, which see. 

Verse 18. In case the servant re­
fuses to submit to this ceremony of 
flesh and chooses to take bis Uberty. 
the master must let him go wUlingly. 
In other words, he must give h18 ser­
vant his Uberty with the BalD8 frame 
ot mind as was commanded in the 
matter of giving money to an unfor­
tunate. It he does this be will have 
a right to look to the Lord tor a bleBSt 
iug upon his righteous at:l 

Verse 19. Not only must they count 
all the first born of the sheep and 
cattle as the Lord's, but they must not 
make any personal use of them before 
turning them over to the tribe entitled 
to them. This property was strictly 
the Lord's. 

Verse 20. We have seen that certain 
rel1g1oua activities were arranged in 
the Mosaic system whereby the par-
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tfclpants·' would eat · of ' the devoted 
thIngs. The sIgnificant fact In thIs 1.0 
that even while being given credit for 
service to God they were receiving per­
Bonal benefit from the circumstance. 
So it is now. The Lord does not re­
quire Christians to tUrn all their 
money bod1ly over to the church trea­
sury or into a common fund. Such an 
Idea Is purely of human origin and 
got people into trouble. (Acts 6.) 
While we are eating and wearing the 
blessings God has given us, we can 
be tba.nk!ul and make Buch use of the 
strength derived from those blessings 
as w1ll serve the wisbes of our great 
Benefactor. 

Verses 21, 22. Whlle no animal with 
a blemish could be otrered on the altar, 
such could be used in certain of these 
rel1g1ouB feasts; the kind that were 
permitted to be observed In their 
homes. 

Verse 23. The danger of going too 
far with privileges was constantly 
kept before their mind. Thus. while 
thinking of the great freedom of eat­
ing these otherwise restricted animals. 
they were liable to take more for 
granted than intended. In that frame 
of mind they might think it permls­
sibJe to eat the blood. So they are 
again reminded not to do sO but to 
pour it on the ground. The blood of 
Christ was poured Qut on the ground 
at the foot of the croSS, and no fUrther 
use made of It physically. So the Lord 
intended that the item that symbolized 
the cost of salvation should in all ages 
be restricted from a common use. 

DEUTERONOMY 16 
Verses I, 2. In this chapter the 

three yearly feasts of the Jews will be 
referred to again. ·In connection with 
these speCific festivities there , were 
others that came In that same time of 
the year. Hence the inferior or second­
ary ones· may be the ones named in­
stead of the primary ones. In this 
paragraph the major feast Is the one 
named first. This ordinance W8.S in­
stituted_ In Egypt the night they were 
released from bondage. The animal 
that was to be used in direct connec­
tion with the passover was the smaller 
one, of the abeep or goats. In the pres­
ent passage we see the herd men· 
tioned. This is the larger animal. the 
beef. The explanation is In the fact 
that directly followtng the p~sover 
they were to keep the feast ot un­
leavened , bread and in that period the 
larger anImal was used. (Num. 28: 

18. 19.) , In out present 'ver,ses ' thil! 
seven ,day feast Is anticipated and thus 
the herd Is mentioned. 

Verses 3, 4. The feast of unleavened 
bread was a period immediately fol· 
lowing the passover. While it was de;­
scribed and arranged on the night of 
the slaying of the first born, its ob­
servance could not be had then, since 
they were to be thrust out at once. 
They were hastily driven out beiore 
the bread could take on the effect of 
the leaven depoel ted in the mass and 
hence was really unleavened. As thts 
was done on this memorable night, the 
night that was to end their years of 
atfliCUOD, and was the occasion of theIr 
being forced to eat unleavened bread, 
God designed that it should be done 
purposely each year to celebrate the 
fact. 

Verses 6-7~ Since the passover was 
one of the national teasts they could 
not make a private or personal use of 
it by attending to it in their homes. 
It must be done at the place of assem­
bly for the congregation. 

Verse 8. This mention of eating un­
leavened bread six days should not 
confuse us. The idea is. that begin­
ning with the first of the period they 
would be required to eat unleavened 
bread. After the first one of these days 
the only special requirement was to 
eat this kind of bread. Alter sIx of 
the days had passed and the last or 
seventh day came, they were again to 
have a holy day and not only eat un· 
leavened bread, but also have a sab­
bath in which they must do no work. 

Verse 9. Here is a practical example 
of how the indefinite statements of the 
scriptures may be explained by refe~ 
rIng to the definite. Here they were 
told to begin numbering the weeks 
from the time of starting the use of 
the sickle. It would be hard to make 
a definite date out ot this. But In 
Lev. 23: 15, 16 it was set specifically 
to begin on the morrow atter the sab­
bath after the passover. It so hap­
pened that the beginning of some har­
vests came at that time ot the year. 

Verse 10. This is the second of the 
three yearly feasts. It is called Pente­
cost in the N.T. from the Greek word 
meaning five or a multiple. It Js 
called the feast of weeks here because 
it called for a certain number of 
weeks. At that time they were required 
to make another offering to God. Like­
wise in the N.T. on the day of Pente­
cost a new o1Tering was made to God. 
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that of three thousand BOuls converted 
from sin. 

Verses 11, 12. This was to be a day 
of reJoicing. Not one of frivolous hil­
arity but ODe of serious gladness tor 
all the goodness of God, and of grate­
ful remembrance of theIr deliverance 
from Egyptian bondage. 

Verses 13·16. The third of the yearly 
feasts is directly reCerred to here by 
describing the feast of tabernacles. 
This is because it came in the SBme 
month 8S the day ot atonement which 
was actually the tbird day of the an­
nual festivities. This feast of taber­
nacles Is minutely outlined In Lev. 23: 
40-43. It was to celebrate the fact of 
their dwelUng In temporary structures 
through their forty years wandering. 
It consisted of seven days of solemnity 
and rejoicing In the bleBBings of God. 

Verse 16. This verse tabulates the 
three annual feasts. At these Umes 
the males were required to asaemble at 
whatever place would be the estab­
lished one. Others of the congregation 
could and usually did asaemble at 
those Urnes as well as the males. That 
was purely voluntary. None but the 
males were required to come. 

Verse 17. The baSis on which giving 
was required then. was the same as it 
is -now and that was, according to the 
ability to give. Not according to what 
some one els8 gave. (2 Cor. 8: 12.) 

Verse 18. These Judges were subject 
to the authorized omcera already in 
the congregation. This arrangement 
was drst Buggested , in the days of 
Jethro and afterward made a per-­
manent part of their government. They 
did not have any power to originate 
or Umit the Inspired law but were to 
act In cases of Judgment to the petty 
a.ttaira arising between man and man. 

Verse 19. Thta verse supports the 
thoughts offered at the preceding one, 
that the work of these judges was 
with the personal dalu of the people. 
Therefore, they must be unbiased in 
their decisions and not be intluenced 
by personal regard for the men in the 
disputes. 

Verse 20. Even their right to main· 
tain possession of the land to be given 
them was to be on condition of their 
honesty in dealing w1th their fellow­
men. 

Verse 21. There was nothing wrong 
with the trees as such. for they were 
God's work, but at that time and place 
the idolaters had made sucb general 
use of groves, and even single trees, 

88 places of Image worship that God 
dId not w1ah any suggestion to be 
made In the way of theae groves. 
Hence the command of this verse. 

Verae 22. Image. Thl. Is from 
M.ATBTBEBAH and defined. by Strong: 
"something stationed, i. e., a column 
or (memorial stone); by analogy an 
idol," It would be not only wrong 
to form an image of some false god, 
but to rear a commemorative pillar 
to the honor of such god would be 
abominable to the Lord. Likewise. we 
may not engage in the direct or actual 
service of an unacriptural kind. If we 
do anything that would tend to honor 
or keep in memory that kind of thing 
we are guilty. (Eph. 6: 3.) 

DEUTERONOMY 17 
Verse 1. In a general way any gift 

of valuables is righUy regarded as a 
sacrifice. But as the word was used in 
connection with the MOMic system it 
had special application to the thinga 
burned on the altar. This was the 
cItmn ot their actiODS as worshipers 
of their God. And for this service 
none but the pertect animals would be 
accepted.. They must offer not only 
the best they had but It must be a 
perfect animal. If they did not happen 
to have such in their llock or herd at 
any given occasion, they must make 
arrangements to prOCUre one. 

Verses 2·.. A rumor that certain 
people were practicing Idolatry among 
them could not be Ignored and passed 
by. They were reQ.ulred to make in· 
quiry to see if the report were true. 
Failure to do so would make their 
negligence as bad 88 the thing re­
ported. 

Verse 5. If the report was found to 
be true, the guilty persons were to be 
stoned till thell died. Mere punish. 
ment or ehastisement wiD not sumce, 
but the execution had to be completed. 

Verses 6, 7. Life la 80 precious that 
it must not be taken unleu the gullt 
can be established beyond a doubt. 
Hence. more than one witness was 
required. The word uhand" here is 
figurative and· refers to the fact of 
having Initiated the prosecution of the 
CRse and then followed by others in 
support of the execution. It was on 
this principle that Jesus required the 
accusers to be the drat to cast a stone 
at the guilty woman. (In. 8: 7.) In 
that Instance, It meant literally cast. 
ing a stone for that Would be possible, 
Since the ca.aUng of one stone would 
not nece888l'lly cause the death. The 
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form. ot command was based on this 
idea of the ODes flrst accusing, to be 
the ODes to initiate the execution. 

Verses 8-11. This paragraph Is in 
the clas8 of disputes mentioned pre­
viously where human judges were 
used. It includes cases that were more 
Mrious than mere petty subjects, but 
might involve blood. In that circum­
stance they must not rely altogether 
on the uninspired judges. They must 
bring the matter in conjunction with 
the priests that are in acUve service. 
They were tho ones designed by the 
Lord to be the execuUonera of the law 
after the system bad been established. 
In order that they could be dependable. 
they were given special help from the 
Lord in the exercise of the service. 
(Mal. 2: 7; Lev. 10: 11; Num. 27: 21.) 

Verses 12, 13. To reject the word 
given through the priests was the 
same as to have rejected the Lord and 
the one gu1lty of doing so was to be 
punished with death. 

Verse 14. We do not know why the 
Lord would practically predict the 
very thing that was done that was dis­
pleasing to him. We are safe in ob­
serving that God knows the futUre ot 
man's conduct and has made provision 
for his proper cond net if he will accept 
the provision. Furthermore, It is well 
to know that it was several hundred 
years after this passage until the 
demand for a kIng was actually made. 
It would therefore be only a. matter 
of tbe record and not from personal 
memory of the scripture that they 
clamored for a king. Since not the 
least reference was made by them to 
this place In the scripture, it proves 
that it was no encouragement to them 
for theIr rebellious act. 

Verse 15. Wht1e the call tor a king 
would not be based on any prompting 
trom this scripture. it would give the 
leaders of the Lord's people a place of 
appeal in their effort to obtain the 
proper kind of king. Hence, the pro­
priety of inserting here the instruc­
tions on the subject 

Verse 16. The horse is a noble ani­
mal and one of the most wonderful of 
God's creation. The use of the beast 
is therefore not wrong. At the time 
1n mind of the Lord, he knew that 
Egypt would be a prominent source of 
these creatures, and he did not wish 
any pretense to exist that would tUrn 
the attention to that country because 
it had such an unfavorable bistory in 
the divine esUmation. 

Verse 17. The special reason for 

banning a multitude of wives was the 
evll effect they would bave on the 
king. The moral right to more than 
one wife was not different in the case 
of a king from that of a private 
peraon. The extent of evil Influence 
would be greater, therefore. it was 
forbidden to multiply wives. Also he 
was not to use his position as king to 
amasa great wealth. 

Verse 18. Copies of the law could 
not be purcbased from some printer 
as can be done today. They bad to be 
made by hand. So important was it 
tbat a king &bould have the correct 
copy that he was directed to make his 
own copy. Besides, there is a great 
advantage In copying the law. The 
very act of writing a thing impresses 
it on the mind more firmly than 
merely reading it. 

Verse 19. While 1t would 80 Impress 
his mind, time can act as an eraser, 
80 he waa to be required to read in 
the law constantly. Neither was he 
to permit it to be carelessly deposited 
in some unfrequented place, but must 
have it with him. 

Verse 20. The end to be accom­
plished by his constant reading of 
the law was that he be not filled with 
the importance of his posi tion. It is 
one of the common weaknesses of 
man to become Infiated over any posi­
tion of greatness. Or one that seems 
great. The kir.gs of earthly nations 
are tempted to take undue advantage 
of their authority because of their sup­
posed greatness. That is why Jesus 
taught that true greatness in his 
kingdom was to consist in humility of 
mind and life. (Matt. 20: 26.) 

DEUTERONOMY 18 
VersC8 I, 2. This is the same ordin­

ance that has been described previous­
ly and is based on the fact that the 
Levites responded to the call of Moses. 
(Ex. 32: 26.28.) 

Verses 3-5. The Levites, as a tribe, 
were to receive a tenth of all the 
products of the other twelve trIbes. 
In addition, the family of Aaron that 
had the office of the priesthood was 
to have certain portions of the animals 
brought to the altar in sacrjfice. (Lev. 
7: 30·34.) 

Verses 6-8. After settling in the land 
ot Canaan the nation will be scattered 
and these Levites will also be scattered 
abroad among the people. Therefore, 
they will not all be stationed near the 
tabernacle as they were while in the 
wandering. There would be some not 
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In active service although qualUled tor 
the eervica. Then, It Bome of them 
were to come to the place of the taber­
nacle and volunteer to do the ser­
vice that belonged to 8ueh special 
classes they were to be regarded in the 
same Ught 8.8 the ODes who were there 
In that service all the time. When 
they did 80 they were to be given the 
same consideration of support as the 
otber Levites. They were not to be 
dented this, on the ground that they 
already bad property they had in­
herited from their fatbers, here called 
their patrimony. . 

Verses 9, 10. A precaution Is given 
against imitating the abominations of 
the nations then infesting the land to 
which they were beaded. Those ab­
ominations included sacrlftcing the 
children to the gods and patronizing 
persons with seducing spirits. 

Verse 11. Necromancer. This is from 
two original words which when taken 
together. means one who pretends to 
make inquiry through the 'dead. The 
woman ot Endor would be classed as 
sucb. (1 Sam. 28: 7-14.) In her case 
the Lord actually took charge of her. 
and used her to perform the actual 
thing that she had previously only 
pretended to do. 

Verses 12·14.. Many things are wrong 
in their very nature. These evUs here 
condemned had a special ill favor to 
God jn that they were the practices ot 
the wicked nations then Hving in the 
land promised to the fatbers. The 
Lord does not wish his people to be 
like the wicked people around them. 

Verses 15·20. So inseparable are the 
thoughts connected with this noted _ 
prophecy that I have grouped these 
verses Into one paragraph. One of the 
outstanding requirements of the pre­
diction 1s that the new prophet was 
to be of their. brethren and. therefore. 
he must be an Israelite. Then he was 
to be like Moses. That means that 
he will be a lawgiver and mediator. 
He was to be Uke Moses In that the 
Lord would put his words into his 
mouth and not speak to bim through 
a tbird person. Instead. Jesus, like 
Moses would himself be the third per­
son a'nd one between God and his 
people. And again, as the person who 
disregarded the word of Moses died 
physically. the one who disregards the 
word of the last prophet shall die 
spiritually. (Heb. 10: 28. 29.) Any 
man who will pretend to speak the law 
of God who does not speak according 

to the word of the predicted prophet. 
shall die eternally. 

Verses 21, 22. The predictions of 
true prophets always come to pass, but 
there have always been men pretend~ 
ing to be insvired prophets. yet their 
predictions will fail. That fact does not 
seem to impress the public with their 
deception but they will go right on 
and swallow their false teachings 
afterward. This (act justifies the teach­
ing of Christ on the matter of beIng 
misled. (Matt. 15: U.) 

DEUTERONOMY 19 
Verses 1. 2. ThIs chapter w11l give 

instructions about the ciUes ot refuge 
that have been already conSidered. 
(Num. 35.) 

Verse 3. Way. When this J8 used 
l1teral1y it means a road to be traveled. 
That was a hilly country and prevented 
speedy progress unless something were 
done to remove the obstructions. The 
necessity of reaching a city of refuge 
without unnecessary delay brought 
this requirement, to prepare a way 80 
that the avenger of blood would not 
have the advantage of distance in 
overtaking the slayer as stated" in 
verse 6. 

Verses 4. 6. All killing Is not mur­
der. This describes a case where one 
man ktlled another and yet would not 
be guilty of murder. Yet he might fall 
under the wrath of the lawful execu~ 
tioner, unless protected In some way. 
These clUes of refuge were provIded. 
for this purpose. There would need to 
be Ume and opportunity to investigate 
as to whether it happened by accident 
or otherwise. 

Verse 6. By reference to Gen. 9 : 5 It 
will be learned that the "avenger of 
the blood" is the brother (or nearest 
other relative) of the one slain. If 
such relative should be near. or even 
afterwards should learn of the in· 
cident, and find the slayer outside the 
city of refuge he was authorized to 
execute him. 

Verses 7, 8. The aforesaid provision 
was tor three cities and had reference 
to three ciUes on the west side of 
Jordan, to serve the tribes located in 
that part of the promised land. Note 
the significant words "all the land 
which bo promised" as applying to 
territory other than west ot Jordan. 
All this adds up to the fact often men­
tioned in this work. that the "promised 
land" was a more extensive domain 
than Just the land of Canaan. This 
expression was looking toward the 



292 Deuteronomy 19: 9-20: 1 

subjugation of more of the land than 
was situated weat of the part. includ­
ing the capital river line. 

Verae 9. The addition of land Inti· 
mated in foregoing paragraph was to 
be on condition they obey the com­
mandments of the Lord. 

Verse 10. The word "innocent should 
be scored here. The Bible makes a 
fundamental difference between inno­
cent blood and guilty blood. To exe­
cute a maD for a slaying that did not 
constitute murder would be shedding 
innocent blood. By the same token to 
execute a murderer would not be shed· 
ding It and would therefore be lawful 
k11ltng. Opponents of capital punish­
ment always ignore this principle of 
penal prosecution. See comments at 
Gen. 9: 6 on this Bubject. 

Verse 11. If the killing was pre­
ceded by maUce and intention, then it 
would be murder. Yet such a ODe 
would naturally try to protect himself 
by :Hying to ODe at these clUes of 
refuge. That was to be expected. 

Verse 12. This verse Is a short cut 
to the proceedings. Verse 24 of Num. 
35 shows that the man must be tried 
before the congregation, before being 
turned over to the revenger ot blood. 

Verse 13. The word "pity" Is tram 
an original defined as "to cover!' ThuB 
it does not mean the mere act of the 
mind but is a stronger word. The 
man found guilty of murder must not 
be shown any leniency regardless of 
what might be one's personal feeling 
toward him. Usually, if not always, 
those who oppose capital punishment 
do so as prompted by sentiment and 
not logical reasoning on the law. Any 
person who would spare the Ufe of a 
murderer througb sentiment or sym· 
patby would have been regarded as a 
breaker of the law in the days of 
Moses. 

Verse U . The princIple set forth in 
this verse Is a part of law In about 
all civtllzed countries today. If a 
mark bas been In existence tor some 
time it has become a recognized 11mit 
or boundary of property. When a 
transfer of property Is made it would 
be In view of what was Bupposed to 
be the bounds thereat. After the trans· 
fer bas been made it would be un­
reasonable to object to the boundary. 

Verse 16. The mention of tlln and 
Iniquity indicates this stipulation for 
more than one wttness concerned cases 
of supposed crime and not merely a 
property dispute. While the life of 

another Is sacred and should Dot be 
forfeited unless guilty. yet an enemy 
might also wish to injure the one ac­
cused otherwise, eltber in body or 
assets. 

Verses 16, 17. If a fal •• wit" .... 
This proviso is inserted by the In­
spired writer because it would not 
have been shown as yet that the wit­
ness, or accuser, or complainer, was a 
false witness until the cause was tried. 
Note that the expressIons "before the 
Lord" and "before the priests" here 
are used In the same connectioD. This 
Is very significant. It gives us one 
of the estab1tshed principles of the 
entire dealing of God with man in all 
ages. God has always bad some system 
of life for his creatures, and that sys­
tem w1ll be carried out through the 
Instrumentality of certain otncJals or 
leaders. In all eases, when a person 
OPP088S or recognizes said ofDclal or 
leader it Is counted as being done to­
ward God. 

Verse 18. The authorized judges in 
the case must not deelde the dIspute 
on their personal opinion, regardless 
of the facts. They must investigate. 
Not only 80, but it must be a dlUgent 
investigation until the facts have been 
learned and it is proved that the 
complainant had made false state­
ments. 

Verse 19. Upon conviction of talse­
hood in the complaint, the accuser is 
the one to be punished. These eases 
might be as numerous and varied as 
tbe number of e1tizens in the land and 
thus it would be out of the question 
to stipulate in every instance, before­
hand, just what the penalty should be. 
Since no law is comvlete without a 
penalty something must be provided 
along that line. Hence the Lord de­
creed that in all such eases of unjust 
intention of doing pers,onal or prop­
erty injury the false accuser should be 
punished with the very kind of treat­
ment he BOught to accord biB would·be 
victim. In this way it could be truth· 
fully said that the law was complete, 
since a penalty had been provided 
against violation. 

Verses 20, 21. One great object in 
punishing wrong-doers Is to furnish a 
warning to the spectator as well as 
punishment of the evil doer. 

DEUTERONOMY 20 
Verse 1. Assurance of victory when 

serving God, regardless of appearances, 
is the subject of this verse. Had the 
ten spies and the congregations borne 
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this In mind at ·Kade8Jt.barnea they 
might have been saved from the dis­
astrous experiences. Human strength 
and numbers do not count tor any­
thing when arrayed against the Lord. 

Verses 2·4. It should be kept in 
mind that under the Mosatc system 
the priest was the established teacher 
orally tor the people. It any special 
communication were neeesaary at any 
gI.en time the priest was the one to 
administer it. after the days of per­
sonal service of Moses and his suc­
cessor In leadership, 

Verses 6-8. The morale of men in an 
army means much for the · Buccess of 
the battles. Hence. certain facts and 
conditions are set out as exemptions 
from military duty. They may be tabu­
lated brieOy as follows : BuUt a Dew 
bouae, planted a vineyard, betrothed a 
wife, fearful and fainthearted. But it 
should be noticed that none of these 
conditions is wrong In 1tself and the 
last named one could not be avoided. 
Hence, all the conditions mentioned 
would be regarded as hindering a per­
son from rendering full service in the 
operation. Furthermore, It is under­
stood that all such conditions men­
tioned must have been genuine and 
not pretended, and not things that 
were used or brought about deUber­
ately as a means of avoiding m1Utary 
duty. It would be like the proverbial 
"ox in the ditch" on the sabbath. It Is 
often 8&ld that such law of the Lord 
did not mean to encourage one's push­
ing his ox in the ditch in order to 
have excuse for breaking the holy day. 
Also, the present provisos do not apply 
to one who would deliberately bring 
them about for the purpose of avoid­
ing an unpleasant duty. 

Verse 9. Atter the men Ilt for battle 
service have been selected, an orderly 
attack was to be assured by appoint­
ing captains as leaders. The benefits 
and neceSSities of such are recognized 
by naUons today. 

Verses 10, 11. All ciUes situated in 
the land of canaan were considered as 
In hoatillty against the people of the 
Lord, slBce they were occupying terri­
tory that had been given to them from 
their ancestors. Notwithstanding, they 
were to be given the opportunity of 
life if submitting to the aggressor. 
Then they were to become the servants 
of the congregation. All of tbls provi­
sion of peace for them was Bubject to 
another condition to be noted before 
the end of this chapter. 

Ver ... 12. 13. If thl. besieged city 

resists, ita inhabitants must be taken 
in handa and the men slain, which 
would put a atop to all mUltary oppo­
sition. 

Verse 14. This Is one of the pas­
sages Of scripture that afe slandered 
by the enemies or the Bible. It Is 
made to mean that the women were to 
be taken over. by the soldiers of the 
Lord's army, to be used as mIstresses. 
The honest reader wiU first try to find 
all that is said on a subject betore 
forming a <:onclusion. So in this case 
let the reader consider next chapter, 
verses 10-13. 

Verses 16, 16. This passage contains 
the proviso mentioned at verse 11 
above. All the cities that were near 
those of the IsraeUte territory would 
be considered as dangerous for theIr 
spiritual satety. and hence, they were 
commanded to destroy them. 'I'he ODes 
far off would not have such effect on 
them and they were permitted to grant 
their Inhabitants their II.... but to 
serve under tribute. ThIs Is tbe sec­
tion of tbe law that was involved in 
the case of Joshua and the Gibeonltes. 
(Josh. 9, 7.) 

Verse 17. Tbese nations 80 fre­
quently mentioned were In the imme­
diate vICinity of the nation of Israel. 
iles and were therefore considered aa 
dangerous foes and were to be utterly 
destroyed. 

Verse 18. The evil eftect that was 
teared as coming from these heathen 
nations Is bere speclfically stated. It 
pertained to the worship. and these 
idolaters WOuld spread their evll teach. 
Ing among the people of God. For this 
reason they were to be removed from 
the scene ot aeUon. 

Verses 19, 20. The words ·which the 
A. V. has in parentheses read as fol­
lows: "for Is the tree of the field man. 
that it should be beSieged of thee 7" 
The thought 18 that although they feel 
justified In besieging the people of & 

community, that did not give any 
reason tor so treating an inamlnate 
object Uke a tree, and one that may 
be used afterward for food. Trees Dot 
bavIng su<:b use for man, were the 
ones to be used in forming the ar­
rangements for a siege. 

DEUTERONOMY 21 
Verse 1. Tbe system given tbrough 

Moses was a civU or political as well 
as religious government. As such It 
was necessary to provide for the varl~ 
ous emergencies that would arise and 
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certain formaliUes must be observed. 
So here 18 the ease of finding a dead 
man in & 1101d. Foul play Is Buspected 
but the goUty person, or persons, is 
not known as yet. Something must be 
done formally to settle the case. 

Verse 2. The ceremony started by 
measuring from the dead body to the 
surrounding ciUes and the ODe nearest 
was held responsible theoretically. 

Verse 3. Knowing this arbitrary ac­
tion might enclose innocent parties 
the Lord provided a means of clarify­
ing lL The elders of the city. being 
representative Citizens, were to start 
by selecting a heifer that had never 
been used in any way. 

Verse 4. Like the law of sacrifices 
to be burned on the altar (Lev. chap. 
1-5). the persons to be benefited by 
the oaering were to do the killing of 
the animal 

Verse 5. Also, as in the same in­
stances, the priesta were the ones to 
come into the case to offiCiate. 

Verse 6. The manual action in this 
ceremony was that of washing their 
hands over the dead heIfer. The sig­
nified result of washing one's hands, is 
that of cleansing. 

Verses 7, 8. The oral action COD­
sisted of declaring their innocence of 
any gunt or knowledge of the sad 
dair. In connection, they were to 
pray to God and the statement is that 
.. the blood shall be forgiven them." It 
would be asked how a man caD be for­
given of something of which he is Dot 
guilty. Well, if a lawful provision Is 
made for the detection of guilty per­
sons and the clearing of the innocent, 
a person who would not make use of 
that provision would be considered as 
admitting hIs gullt. In the present 
case, the tentative conclusion is that 
these elders were the ODes responsible 
for the death. Seeing they might not 
be, this arrangement is made for their 
protectioIL Until such arrangement is 
made use of, the elders are considered 
guilty, theoretically at least. So here 
is at least Doe clrcumstance wbere It 
is not true that a man "is innocent 
untU proved guUty" which Is a fav­
orite saying among lawyers and de­
fenders of cr~minals. The ordinance 
being here considered Is that resorted 
to by PUate in Matt. 27: 24 when he 
wished to evade his responsibility 
about the condemnation of J eaus. He 
was "between two fires" and wished to 
escape them both. and thought to take 
this meana of accomplishing it. He 

overlooked the fundamental principle 
in vol ved. Had those elders been really 
guilty all the washing of theIr hands 
would have avalled them nothing. In 
other words, Pilate, a guUty man, 
sought to invoke a provision of the 
law intended to protect an accused but 
innocent mao. 

Verse 9. The signlftcant remark 
about innocoot is again made, which is 
ot great importance and should not be 
forgotten by the reader of the Bible. 

Verses 10·13. This is the passage re­
ferred to at Num. 31: 18 and at verse 
14 or Ihis book. preceding chapter. The 
last word of verse 11 is the key. It 
has always been moral to take a 
woman to one's self as a wife. If all 
instances of captivating the female 
sex were those with marriage in view, 
there would be far less confusion in 
the social world. In the present pag.. 
sage the Lord haa In mind only BUC:tL 
a case. Even though the captor in­
tends to make the woman his wife, he 
is required to deal very considerately 
with her. He may not rush into in­
timacy with her as one would In cases 
ot mere .fleshly Just. He must allow 
her opportunity to make proper altera­
tions 1n her personal appearance that 
had been imposed by previous servi­
tude. She must be given time to wean 
herself from the immediate association 
with her parents and this must last 
for a month. After all that, he may 
become intimate with her. All this 
is far from the conduct of one who 
merely kidnaps a woman to be used as 
a mistress, as has been intimated by 
the slanderers of the scriptures. A 
very signitlcant statement further Is 
made in this paragraph. That it was 
after the man had "gone in unto her" 
that he Is said to be her hUsband. That 
was in agreement with the original 
basis of marriage. (Gen. 2: 24.) 

Verse 14. It the man finds that he 
had misjudged the desirability of the 
woman thus taken and decides to put 
her away he must not take any ad­
vantage of her. She must be turned 
tree. althougb a captive of war, as 
well as of the BOcial relation. But in 
deference to her misfortune of having 
been hum1l1ated through no fault ot 
hers she must be given her Uberty 
without any encumbrances. 

Verse 16. It is not correct to say 
that in ancient Umes God permitted 
pluraUty of wives. To permit a thing 
means to consent to or endorse it. God 
never endorses wrong. He does some­
times tolerate or sUffer evil for the 
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time being. Thus in the old time be 
tolerated tbis plurality of wives. As 
long as sucb was endured or suttered 
among the people, God makes certain 
regulations about the same. It could 
happen that a man would be partial to 
one of bis two wives. Jacob was a 
man in that state of mind, for he loved 
Rachel more than Leab. The natural 
tendencies would be to mistreat or 
slight the offspring of the wife not 
preferred. 

Verses 16, 17. The law required that 
if the first born happen to be the son 
of the woman not loved the father 
must not let that fact intluence him in 
the disposal of bis property. The finan­
cial manner by which he was to recog­
nize the first born was by giving him 
a double portion of the estate over 
what the others received. The con­
duct of Jacob recorded in Gen. (8: 22 
and fulfilled In Josh. 17: 17 and 1 Chr. 
5: 1 must not confuse us here. Jacob 
did not violate this law. It is true 
that Joseph personally was the son of 
his favorite wite and be here promises 
him a "portion above" his brethren. 
Tbat did not refer to the peraonaf 
estate of Jacob, instead it referred to 
the subduing of land to be occupied 
as a tribe or tribes. Besides, since 
Joseph was to form two tribes by 
using each of his sons as a complete 
tribe, that would make It right and 
equitable for him as the head to be 
considered as having a double portion 
of 8poll. 

Verse 18. This verse does not give 
any endorsement of parents who wUI 
not bother themselves to administer 
discipline to their wayward children 
as is so often observed among the 
people. In thi8 caBe it is after the 
parents have chastened the stUbborn 
son and learned that he is a "problem 
chUd" who requires and deserves some 
special treatment. that they are to 
take the other step. 

Verse 19. Tbey are not allowed to 
place him in the hands of some other 
private person. or appeal to some 
"teature writer" of Bome popular news­
paper for advice. Tohey must take him 
to the lawful authoritie8. 

Verse 20. Notice that their accusa­
tions were not to be general for that 
is never fair in any case at accusation. 
They mU8t specify the sin8 of which 
he is gullty and for which they bave 
not been able to etteet a cure. 

Verse 21. Having now become a 
crimInal UDder the law of the land the 
same must be executed according to 

that law. In this case, the penalty i8 
death by stoning. It Is stated further­
more here that one of the things to 
be accomplished by this execution Is 
that evU will be put away. Another is, 
that others might be led to tear and 
behave. 

Verse 22. Tbe word "tree" here 
does not necessarlly mean a live or 
standing wood in Us natural state al­
though it could be included. Any 
tlrm piece of wood could be meant. 
The hanging of one on the tree could 
be accompl1shed by any means that 
would suspend the victim on the wood, 
and in the air. in sight of the people. 
In later Urnes the means of fastening 
the victim to the wood w.s by nailing 
the hands and feet. This was the 
method in use in the time of our 
Saviour. 

Verse 23. Regardless of the method 
of fastening a man to the tree or 
wood. the sight of such a spectacle 
was horrifying to the eyes of the citi­
zens. It was to be looked upon as & 
disgrace to the land even though an 
unavoidable one. Since it must be 
done to carry out the justice at an 
outraged law, yet for the sake of the 
land and its good name, the body must 
not remain on the tree overnight. It 
must be taken down and buried. Be 
sure to observe that the body mU8t be 
buried the same day on which be was 
hanged, not after another day has 
started, as 1s sometimes argued In the 
case ot the day of Chrlst's erucitletion. 
All this disgrace Is the point made so 
much of by the writers of the N. T. 
in their accounts of the sacrUlce of 
Christ. The great humility torced on 
his body was in harmony with the 
voluntary humiltty of his mind in at­
fering himsel! as a redeeming sacrifice 
tor the sin of the world. 

DEUTERONOMY 2Z 
Verse 1. We sball not torget that 

the Mosaic Bystem was to regu1ate the 
people in matters of temporal interest 
between man and man, as well as in 
religious ones. The act brought up in 
this verse is only a due courtesy for a 
fellowman. One's personal loss would 
not be threatened by the straying of 
the animal, but be is his brother's 
keeper in prlnciI)le. when a circum­
stance like this presents itself. 

Verse 2. Not knowing from whence 
the animal had strayed it would not 
be 1)ossl:l>le to conduct it to its home. 
The tlnder must give it a place in his 
"house," which 18 trom a word of 
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various meaning. Any kind of shelter 
tor either man or beast was called a 
house in that language. In 8pecific 
language It would mean a barn or 
tOld. Then when the owner comes 
round and proves his claim to the 
animal, it must be restored. 

Verse 3. The Bame law applied to 
aU kinds of animals and also to the 
personal property lost and found by 
another. So it 18 another instance 
where "finders are keepers" Is not a 
just practice. A loat article does not 
belong to the finder until it becomes 
evident that the owner cannot be 
found. He Is not eveD permitted to 
"keep still" about it tor that Is tor­
bidden by the Injunction, f'Dot hide 
thyseU." 

Verse 4. The law in this verse is 
similar to that of the preceding ODeB 
except In this, the animal at hand baa 
not straYed or been lost. The owner 
Is present but has had. the misfortune 
at having his beast of service tall It 
Is the duty ot the passerby to stop and 
ofter assistance. That is a good law 
and one to commend itself to all. 

Verse 5. The N. T. teaches us to 
observe certain principles. The O. T. 
gives specific examples or descriptions 
of the principles. During that for­
mative and educational period, man 
was Uke a child. He needed not only 
to be told what to do and what not, 
but was often shown In detail what It 
meant. So that when we are given a 
commandment" In the N . T. to observe 
certain principles we may refer to the 
O. T. to learn what God meant by 
the teaching. (Rom. 15: 4.> Now the 
N. T. commands that women use 
modest apparel. (1 Tim. 2: 9.> By 
conSidering the present verBe we may 
get a view of God's mind on the subo­
jeet of modesty. It does not mean 
anything here for the pUrp08e of the 
lesson at stake to mention the In­
definite modes at dress that "might 
bave been used" by the sexes. We do 
not have to know or consider a single 
item on that. What we do know is 
that at the time the law was written 
there was a recognized form of cloth­
ing for women that was distinguished 
from that of man. These must not be 
exchanged. The same 1)rinclple applies 
today. When women appear on the 
.treets. or in other pubUe places, wea~ 
ing the form of clothing that Is always 
regarded as the kind belonging to 
man, they are guilty at immodesty and 
are violating the language ot Paul. 

Verses 6, 7. This is not to be con-

sidered as a law at the ao-ealled hu­
mane society. If anything, it would 
be rather a cruel thing to take the 
mother trom her nest and make use 
of her bodily product Yet that was 
what was commanded. It was a con­
servation proposition. It II 80methinc 
I1ke the Idea of killing the fabled 
goo.e that laid the golden egg. That 
Would 8tOP all further prodUction. If 
the eggs or young birds are taken tor 
food, the mother Is still left for tuture 
prodUction. Or Jt might be compared 
to the thought ot not running the soU 
to death for the sake of present crops, 
but use the crops in a way Dot to Im­
pair the tuture production. 

Verse 8. The houses of ancient times 
had 11at roofs and they were used to 
walk on, and otherwise be occupied. 
That was so generally the custom that 
no objection was to be made against it. 
In view ot that, the requirement was 
made for the safety of the pubUe. 
Knowing that persons would be walk­
ing upon the roof of the house the 
owner was required to place a battle-­
ment or banister there for safety and 
If not then the bad results that might 
come from its absence, would be 
charged against the owner. All this 1s 
on the principle that we are "our 
brother's keeper" even If Cain satd he 
was noL 

Verse 9. Tbls does not neeesearl1y 
mean that two kinds of erope must 
not be raised in the same vineyard. 
The word "diverse" is used In the 
sense of variance. A seed that WOuld 
work against the other would mu­
tually destroy both. God bad promised 
that the new land to which they were 
journeying would be one of great 
plenty. In keeping with that promise 
he does not want them to practice any­
thing that would make against the 
saUsfaetory crops, for that might look 
bad tor his promises. 

Verse 10. We have no intimation of 
what specltlc reason the Lord had for 
this commandment. We know It was 
not because either ot the anfmals was 
regarded ..,S unfit for service, because 
we have numerous instances where 
both were used. It was under tbat law 
where God bad 80 man,. arbitrary rego­
laUona that were not based on any 
moral or other evident reasons. that 
we lind this strange sUpniation. Just 
what God had In mind In this case I 
am unable to BAY. 

Verse 11. This verse is In the 'same 
class as the preceding one as tar 88 I 
know. 
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" Ver"" 12. See comments at Num. 15: 
37·38 for explanation of this passage. 

'V'erses 13. 14; This CABe concerDS a 
woman who claimed to be a virgin, 
not a widow. A woman could be a 
wJdow and yet be chaste, but she 
would not be a virgin. In this case 
the woman took the man with the 
understanding that she was a virgin, 
and then claims that he found her not 
to be upon his first relatione with her. 

Verses 15, 16. In ancient Urnes es· 
pectally. it was the custom for parents 
to give their daughters in marriage. 
Therefore, if any question ot propriety 
arose as to her character the parents 
were first to be concerned, and the 
ones to act in her behalf. Thus it will 
be their pr-ivilege and duty to produce 
the evidence ot the. Innocence of their 
daughter, she haYing been given in mar· 

. rlage In thetr home where the unton 
was tormed. The evIdence of the 
woman's chastity consisted In the bed 
clothing that had been used on the 
occasIon ot the consummative act of 
tbe marriage. When all the normal 
conditions ot body are intact the fe­
male possesses a membrane, called the 
hymen, that partly closes the entrance 
to the reproductive organs. This wiJI 
be ruptured by the first relation with 
the man and the discharges therefrom 
would be seen on the bed clothing. 
Of course, this Is now a dIsputed sub­
ject because many detormltIes have 
crept Into the bodies of both men and 
women so that the absence or presence 
of this organ is not to be considered 
as positive evidence either way. While 
the absence ot the membrane might 
not be positive evidence of unchastity 
yet the presence of it would certainly 
be at least a strong presumptive evi­
dence of chastity. 

Verse 17. In the case of a woman's 
innocence, the parents could present 
the cloth that had been used in the 
nuptial bed with its stain, and thereby 
argue the damsel's innocence. This 
was to be done in the presence of the 
elders of the city. 

Verses 18. 19. Then the husband 
mU8t be chastised. Also he must be 
"amerced," which means to be fined. 
The amount of his flne was a hundred 
shekels of silver. The flne was to be 
paid to the parents of the girl. She 
would not need the money since she 
Is st111 to be under the support ot the 
husband. The parents 'being thUB in­
jured. the money -was to be given 
them. Then the couple must continue 

to live together as -man and wlte a.a 
long as both live. 

Verses 20, 21. It the evidences of 
her virginity are not found. then the 
men of the city shall stone her to 
death and thus put away toUy from 
Israel. It Is here said that she bad 
played the whore. This man Is not 
guilty of that evil, tor he was Ignorant. 
It a woman who was not a virgin 
would Impose hereel! on an Innocent 
man as one who was pure. she wou!d 
do the same to others and that would 
convict her of being a harlot. It may 
be suggested that the above physical 
test at the woman is not always a re­
Hable one. To Borne extent that may 
be true. But it is a universally recog­
nIzed fact that many laws intended for 
the general pubUc w1ll seem to work a 
hardship on innocent persona. That 
cannot always be avoided except by 
the detection by miracle and God does 
not always see fit to work a miracle. 
Also. if a person who is innocent Is 
punished even to the extent of losing 
his life. that will not deprive him or 
his spiritual standing with the Lord. 
80 that in the end he will not be any 
real loser. 

Verse 22. This concerns a married 
woman detected in the act of adultery. 
Slnce there would be no doubt of guIlt, 
the parties must both be killed. In 
the case ot the woman brought to 
Jesus (In. 8: 5). they brought only 
the woman. Yet they could have 
brought the man also since they 
claimed to have taken them In the 
very act. Their hypocrisy was ap­
parent and was condemned by Jesus. 

VerBe8 23. 24. It will help to appre­
ciate this passage to remember that in 
Bible times, an espousal was spoken 
ot and regarded in the same llght as 
an actual marriage as far 8S moral 
obligation Is concerned. (Gen. 19: 14; 
Matt. 1: 20.) Thus In the case at 
hand the engaged woman allowed the 
man to seduce her and that was as 
sinful as if she had actually become 
the Wife of the man to whom she was 
promised. Therefore, she and the man 
must die. The damsel was inexcusable 
because ehe did not restst the man. 
Further. the fact that It was In the 
ctty precluded the e:zcU8e tbat it 
would be of no use to call tor help. 
This made her guilty with the ago 
gressor, and both must be punished 
with · death. 

Verses 26·27. The moral , obligation 
incurred by the promise of marriage 
explains mucb about the regulations 
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of the O. T. The woman in the case 
bere was not free from the man to 
whom sbe was engaged. Therefore, 
when a man ul5ed foree against ber in 
the way described it was a form of 
highway robbery. A case of robbery 
where it would be impossible to make 
it right by restoring the thing stolen. 
That is why the comparison is made 
to the act of murder. Since a murderer 
cannot make the wrong right by re4 

storing the thing. it Is used for com­
parison bere and the man mUBt pay 
with his life. 

Verses 28, 29. There were many 
things Butrered in olden Urnes that aTe 
not allowed in the present. (Acts 17: 
30). Marriage In God's sight 18 based 
on the fleshly relation. Wben a man 
leaves his father and mother and 
cleaves (makes a lleshly union) to his 
wife they become one flesh. So tn the 
case of this paragraph. The damsel 
was free and not the claim ot any 
other man. Therefore, when the man 
had relations with her, he did not in­
terfere with the tie or promised tie be· 
tween her and another. Hence, they 
are one flesh, and not at the moral 
expense ot another. Therefore the 
circumstance can be atoned, by re­
taining the woman and giving ber the 
protection ot the marriage relation. 

Verse 30. The second half at this 
verse Is the Bame In meaning as the 
first. It would refer to the tather's 
second wite Bnd this relation was con­
demned in Lev. 18: 8, and was the 
iniquity that was being practiced at 
Corinth. (1 Cor. 5: 1. ) 

DEUTERONOMY 23 
Verse 1. At that time the Lord was 

planning to make his nation a strong 
one and one that could cope with the 
enemies around them. Therefore the 
citizenship ot recorded men must be 
such as could transmit their kind on 
down and 80 keep the nation strong 
as to their man power. Hence a man 
who bad been deprived of his manhood 
was not listed.. 

Verse 2. Bastard. This is from 
llAMZI!:B and strong deflnes it " trom 
an unused root meanIng to alienate; 
a mongrel, 1. e. born at a Jewish 
father and a heathen motber." Thus 
the word does not mean an 'iIlegttlmate 
chl1d as the term la used today. As 
in tbe case of the preceding verse, God 
wants the strain ot the nation's man 
power to be kept pure. After the tenth 
generation the heathen blood would 

haTe been 80 nearly run out that· the 
limitation wa. lifted. 

Verses 3, 4. The perSon mentioned · 
here would be a "distant relaUon" ot 
the Jews, but too distant to be ad­
mitted to the census untn the tenth 
generation. Atter that the toreign 
blood would have become so thin that 
the objection could be overlooked. Es· 
pecially was their bJood objectionable 
from their disposition of enmity 
against God's people as seen In the 
incidents referred to. 

Verse 5. Having brought in the his­
tory ot the sad aftair the writer deems 
it well not to leave the wrong impres­
sion tn the mind of the reader, 80 tbls 
verse Is added to the present narra­
tive as a completion of the account. 

Verse 6. This would not apply to 
the personal treatment accorded to 
one of that nation, but to them na­
tionally. God's people must not do 
anything that would lend support to 
the propagation of that foreign race. 

Verses 7, 8. Even with the restric­
tions required as to these races their 
personal (eaUng does not need to be 
one of detesting. The Edomite was 
too nearly related and the Egyptian 
bad too much ot kindly remembrance 
for them to be abhorred. And because 
of these facts the children at either 
could be admitted after the third 
generation, 

Verse 9. When engaged in military 
operations there seems to be a ten­
dency of soldiers to take much for 
granted. They think it thelr privilege 
to impose on the civ111ans, some­
times on pretense that they are m1l1-
tary meD. Also, they take the liberty 
of ravishing the women and otherwise 
engaging in the sinful practices of the 
people. 

Verses 10, 11. WhlIe actual defile­
ment or tbe body would occasiona11y 
take place in course of a man's slum· 
ber, yet the seriousness of it was 
mostly ot a ceremonial nature as we 
have previously observed a number of 
Umes. That truth la Indicated bere by 
the arbitrary hour ot the sunset a 8 
the termination of the state ot un­
cleanness. 

Verses 12, 13. Mechanical or struc­
tural devices for sanitation were not 
known in those days. so the great 
outdoors had to be their place to re­
tire to attend to the caUs at nature. 
Even In attending to the neceasary 
actions imposed by the law of their 
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bodies. they must be careful, and main­
tain a condition of decency. 

Verse 14. Certainly no personal in­
jury could possibly come to the Lord 
by the sight of conditions here con-
8idered, but it would be offensive to 
bim to behold his creatures manifest­
ing carelessness even in the matter of 
cleanliness. 

Verses 15, 16. There fa nothing said 
here as to how the servant etrected his 
escape. It he had not done any injury 
to his master's person or property. be 
was to be allowed his freedom since 
the master had let him escape. If this 
principle were in force today. the act 
of "jan breaking" could only be pun­
ished where the prisoner had com­
mitted Borne injury to the person or 
property of the prison keeper. It a 
prisoner should escape without doing 
any harm to the surroundings, his con­
tinued freedom should be allowed as 
a penalty for the negUgence of the 
prison keeper. This idea was present 
In the case of the PhUtppian jailer. 
(Acts 16: 27.) 

Verse 17. Let this verse be con~ 
sidered as a preface to the verse fol~ 
lOWing. 

Verse 18. There is such a tbing as 
natural immorality and unnatural 1m· 
morallty. The first item now under 
conSideration is the natural form. Not 
only does this verse have to do with 
the two kinds of immorality as to its 
performance but refers to the practice 
done for the money gained thereby. 
Here the "bire" of the whore is not 
hard to understand sinee that is com­
mon practice. The word Udog" is from 
XElJI,"'B and defined: "from an unused 
root, meaning to yelp. or else to at· 
taek; a dog; hence (by eupbemism) 
a male prostitute. "-Strong. If one 
roan wishes to practiee sodomy in 
preterence to ordinary adultery, of 
eourse he must find another man will­
Ing to serve him thus. There are men 
willing to serve the sodomite in place of 
a woman provided they are paid 
money. And this money (here called 
price) is what was not to come into 
the treasury of the congregation. 

Verses 19, 20. The word "usury," 
means simply the interest taken for 
money loans. There is nothing wrong 
in the transaction from a business 
standpoint. It would be wrong to 
take it from a brother because of 
social or sentimental reasons. No 
such reasons exist in the cue of a 
stranger, hence It I. all rlllht to take 

interest from such, since th~re 1& noth· 
~ng wrong in the act itself. 

Vetsea 21. 22. No general law was 
made requiring men to make vows. 
When one was made, the Lord required 
it to be kept. There were occasions of 
special alms when the Lord called for 
vows, but no set law was included In 
the regular Bystem. 

Verse 23. This is practically the 
same as precedIng paragraph, only it 
specifies an instance such as promising 
to make some certain otreriog to the 
Lord. If so, then the offering must be 
kept. 

Verses 24. 25. This might be called 
a form of "eminent domatn." The 
earth Is the Lord's and the fullness 
thereot, and on that basis it was con· 
sidered that the Lord's people should 
have a right to use what was nece&­
sary for the sustenance of life. The 
fact that they were not allowed to take 
anythIng from the vineyard Or field 
proves that the necessity of life only, 
made it right for the individuals to 
help themselves. This privilege was 
still recognized in the eaae of Matt. 
12: 1. It will be noticed that the di .. 
ciples were Dot accused of stealing, 
which certainly would have been done 
had there been any ehanee for the ac­
cusation. So they bad to faU back on 
the formality of the sabbath law, which 
they elaimed was being broken. 

DEUTERONOMY 24 
Verses I, 2. Let It be kept In mind 

that we are studying the law and eus­
toms of the O. T. in which certain 
things were suttered (not permitted). 
that were finally shut out by the 
stricter law. Among those was that of 
plurality of wives. Also that of put· 
ting away a wife that had become 
objeetionable. The ordinanee here was 
not looking 80 much to the idea that 
a man was putting his wife from him, 
but rather, to the justice due her of 
having a paper from him. that would 
show to the pubUc that she was not a 
deserter. The bill of divorce might not 
be very complimentary for her as to 
ber general conduct, but it would pro­
tect her from the accusation of deser· 
tion. Then it, in sptte of the objection 
ber husband had to her, some other 
man were willing to take her, be would 
know' that he was not taking a man's 
wife from him. 

Verses 3, 4. For some reason that 
we are not told this woman cannot 
return to the former husband. For one 
thing thouch, it would be inconsistent 
for him to take her back U he was 
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sincere in his objection Lo her in the 
first place. The word "defUed" does 
not neceasarlly mean any aetual un­
c1eannesa, but reters to the tact tha.t 
she had become contaminated with the 
blood of another man atter beIng put 
from the lIrat. The Lord did not wish 
to have the promlscuouB exchange of 
blood in this manner. 

Verse 5. This Is a repetition of eh. 
20: 7 which the reader will please see. 

Verse 6. These were the stones used 
to grind grain and they were not per­
mitted to be used 88 a pledge. The 
theory would be that it a man were 
brought to the point of offering such 
personal assets for a pledge he certainly 
must be very poor. Therefore. he must 
be helped wlthou t any pledge sInce 
he would be one of the poor who 
the Lord said would never cease out 
of the land. (Ch. 15: 11. ) 

Verse 7. Stealing of human beinga 
is called kidnapping today and in 
some states Is punishable with death. 

. We here see it was in such a class 
under the Mosaic law. The special 
phase ot the crime is that of making a 
commercial use of a person. 

Verses 8, 9. The grave situation 
when leprosy was present, or thought 
to be, called for one of the long pas· 
sages in the law. (Lev. 13 and 14.) 
It was so seriou8 that the sister at 
Moses was the occasion of holding up 
the journey of the bra.elites tor a 
week. (Num. 12:10.) 

Verses 10. 11. It Is not right to Su&­
pect any man of wrong without evi­
dence. It a man says be will go into 
his house to get the pledge there Js no 
need to follow him therein, since he 
could not defraud the lender by merely 
entering the house. If the reasonable 
time for making the transaction were 
allowed and the man did not appear, 
that would be soon enough to accuse 
him of bad faith. The .extension of 
conftdencc to another iB onc of the 
Burest means of encouraging him to 
honesty, and Viee versa. 

Verse 12, 13. This transaction haa 
to do with a case where the exchange 
of money or other tangible is for a 
poor brother who is borrowing for bis 
needs and not as a financial Invest­
ment. Not that any usury or interest 
is cbarged in the case, for that has al· 
ready been forbidden. As an evidence 
of good faith on the part of the bor­
rower he makes a pledge in the form 
of some valuable. The very fact of 
tendering the pledge for even a few 
hours &bows bls conftdence In his bene-

factor. On the ·otber band. after hal" 
ing made that much of an advance­
ment ot falth the lender should also 
show hIs confidence in tbe integrity 
of the poor brother by reatoring the 
pledge before night. 

Verses 14, 16. Let it not be for­
gotten that the law made a distinc­
tion between hired. servants and bond 
servants. The former Is in hand here. 
A man agreed to work because he was 
in need of income. That would indi­
cate that he must have wherewith to 
purchase nece&sltles at Ute and thus 
must have his money for the present. 
Therefore the pay day would come 
daily for him. Were be in better cir· 
cumstanees financially. he would not 
have been brougbt to engage himself 
to another as a servant. 

Verse 16. Personal responsibility for 
conduct is the teaching of this verse. 
The second commandment said that 
God would visit the Iniquity of the 
fathers upon the ehlldren, but it was 
confined to ·'them that bate me." Thus, 
If the children did not hate the Lord. 
then they were not to be punished on 
account of the sins of the fathera. 

Verses 17, 18. Gratitude Is the prin· 
ciple in view here. To pervert judg· 
ment means to deprive a man of the 
deeision due him through some feeling 
of partiality or bribe. Thrown Into 
this decree is the consideration that 
must be shown a widow. Her very 
widowhood was an indleation that she 
was an object at charity. 

Verses 19-21. This ordinance Is based 
on the principle like that in cb. 23: 
24, 25. The earth 1a the Lord's and 
therefore all mankind have Bome right 
to its produets. No man was permitted 
to go Into a field and cut down the 
grain for purpose of removing ft. How· 
ever, all grain overlooked or mlsaed 
In the · harvesting must be left for the 
poor of the publ1c. This privilege 
was extended to include a sheaf that 
had been cut by the owner, but not to 
be cut by the gleaner. 

Verse 22. Their personal experience 
of helplessness In that foreign land 
must always keep them In mtnd of 
others with a l1ke situation, so that 
gratitude should cause them to act 
according to the commandment of God 
in such cases. 

DEUTERONOMY 25 
Verse 1. It might be· said that aU 

understood that the righteous were 
always the ones to be justified and 
the wicked to be condemned. Yes. but 
people need to be reminded of fUnd. 



mental principles lest they forget and 
be influenced by wrong moUves. It 
might be reasoned in certain cases 
that one man 18 poor and needy. or 
tbat he was a good man in otber r&­
spects, or that his importance to the 
community waa great, or for Borne 
otber 8uch coIl81deratioD he should be 
given the favorable verdict even 
though in the controversy he seemed 
to be in the wrong. The verBe means 
that regardless or all considerations 
the decieion must be made on the 
basia ot merit ot the case. 

Verses 2, 3. Corporal punishment 
tor certain offenses was decreed by 
the law which we remember was both 
temporal and reUgloua. The limit of 
stripes was forty. Paul said he re­
ceived this form of punishment on 
five dttferent occasions except that it 
was one leas than the lawful limit 
each time. This 1a explained by secu­
lar history which it w1ll be well to 
quote here: "This punishment among 
the Jews was not to exceed lorty 
stripes (Deut. 26: 3), and therefore, 
the whip with which It was In1Ilcted 
being made with three thongs, and 
each blow givIng three stripes, they 
never inflicted upon any criminal more 
than thirteen blows, beCause thirteen 
of those blows made thirty·nine stripes; 
and to add another blow, would be to 
transgress the law, by adding two 
stripes over and above torty, contrary 
to ita prohibition. And in this manner 
was it that Paul, when whipped of the 
Jews, received forty stripes save one 
(2 Cor. 11: 2.) that Is, thirteen blows 
with this threetold whip, which" made 
thirty-nine stripes. 1. e. forty save 
one."-Pridea'UZ', Con.M:rion, An. 108 
and Dote. The word "vile" in this 
passage does not mean in a moral 
sense. It means low or trIftlng or 
disrespectful. A man might be con­
sidered 8S in the wrong and thus 
worthy ot punishment. Yet he should 
Dot be regarded as not deserving at 
some consideration. If my brother 
were convicted of being in the wrong 
in the controversy between hIm and 
me, I would expect him to be given a 
just puntahment. It the executioner of 
the punishment were allowed to go on 
and on to ucessive degree it would 
make the action look Is it he were 
beating a dog to death, or threatening 
to do so. 

Verse 4. Machinery for separating 
grain from the chait was not in exist­
ence then. The bulk was thrown down 
upon the graIn 1100r and either beaten 
out with a llall, or trampled out by 
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oxen. Naturally. the beast would be 
InClined to help himself unless ham· 
pered. This law forbade the owner 
hlndering him with a muzzle. While 
the consideration or dumb brutes was 
actually reQ.ulred, yet the Lord had a 
future use to be made of this law. 
(1 Cor. 9:9.) 

Verses 6, 6. ThIs rule was invoked 
by Judab (Gen. 38; 8), and became a 
permanent feature of the law of Moses. 
The proviso in the ordinance was that 
the brother left no child. Otherwise It 
would be unlawful to take the widow 
since it would violate Lev. 18: 16. This 
would have made the act of Herod 
unlawful, &8 accused by John regard­
less of whether hie brother had. been 
Ii ving or dead., because be had lett a 
child, a daughter. (Matt. 14: 6.) 

Verses 7-10. A penalty in the form 
of public humiliation was to be In­
fiicted. on the man refusing to comply 
with this law. Just why a severer 
tate was meted out to Onan in the 
case cited above ia not stated. How­
ever, we can see thIs difference in the 
Circumstances. Onan made the pre­
tense of obeying the order, in that be 
approached the woman in the fleshly 
relation. When be considered how 
tbe oilspring would be credited he In­
terrupted the proceeding. That showed 
that personal gratiflcation was really 
the moUve for beginning the act. 
which made blB sin greater than that 
of merely refusing to have anything 
to do with the case. 

Verses 11, 12. In the first place this 
struggle between two men should be 
considered as one of equal contest 
since it 18 between parties of equal 
class. For a woman to violate the 
principle or modesty and also to take 
an advantage or a man, which the 
merits of the controversy did not In­
clude would be an act of severe In­
Justice. Therefore, the punishment due 
her would be the 1088 of her guUty 
hand. 

Verses 13, 14. The civil as well 8S 
religious purposes of the law can be 
seen In this paragraph. The same 
standard used for buying should be 
used for selling. 

Verses 15, 16. The prinCiple or 
justice 18 universally recognl.zed as 
due every one. The basts on whIch 
it Is determined in any given case Is 
that both parties to a transaction shall 
receive all, but no more than Is coming 
to them by the law of equity. It one 
scale were used for selling and another 
tor buyinr Bome one must be cheated. 
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Verses 17. 18. The first military 
encounter the children of Israel bad 
with the enemy after being released 
from Egypt was with the Amalekltes, 
8S recorded Ex. 17. That was the oc· 
caston when the hands of Moses were 
supported by those of Aaron and 
Hur. The pr inciple on which the 
grievance was estimated as being so 
great at that time, was the weakened 
condition of a part of the congrega­
tion. Amalek took advantage or that 
misfortune and oppressed them, wbich 
aroused the wrath of God. 

Verse 19. The decree is here re­
peated that was made at the first in­
stance. The fulfillment will be found 
In Est. 9. The word "remembrance" 
does not have the meaning of ordi­
nary memory because the record of the 
event Is inscribed in the book that 
was destined to be fead by all genera­
tions. The word bas the force of a 
memento ; Bome visible trace of the 
thing considered. When the last mem­
ber of that tri be was destroyed, there 
would not be lett anything as a re­
minder of their existence. 

DEUTERONOMY 26 
Verses I, 2. Throughout the dealings 

of God with man the righ t of the 11rst 
has always been considered as be­
longing to the Giver of all good. So 
in this instance, when the children of 
Israel shall have entered and possessed 
the land so long ago promised to the 
fathers, their gratitude should be 
shown by this oUer ing of the first of 
the land. It must be taken to the 
place where God's name would be 
recorded. This Is somewhat indefinite, 
since we already know that the taber­
nacle was the thing in which the name 
of God would be recorded. The par­
ticular location of that structure was 
not as yet indicated, and hence this 
indefinite statement. 

Verses 3, • . Priest that shan be in 
those da1!s. Not that some man would 
newly be made pr iest, for that was 
settled when God ordained that all 
the sons and descendants of Aaron 
were by that rela tionship qualified for 
the priesthood.. They finally became 
80 numerous that all were not used 
for active duty. ThIs verse means that 
the man who was In active service as 
priest wae to officiate tn the reception 
of this offering of the first fruits. 

Verse 5. The historical connection 
of this verse shows that Jacob is the 
father referred to, and at the time of 
the famine. He is here called a Syrian. 
Another Dame for that word is Ara-

mean. It does O'ot ' refer to an inhabi­
tant of the country Immediately north 
of Palestine. This word, Syria, is an 
abbreviation of Assyria, which 11es in 
the country of Abram's birthplace. 
Aram is a name derived from the fact 
that it was like Mesopotamia, which 
means between the rivers. For infor­
mation on this subject consult Britan­
nica, Vol. 2 p. 307 : and Raw l in son, 
Origin of Nations. The spee<:h directed 
for the Israelite to make, was in ap­
preciation of the providential care that 
the Lord had bestowed on the nation. 

Verses 6, 7. This statement of their 
cry unto God, even before Moses was 
told to go unto them, agrees with Ex. 
3: 7 and Acts 7 : 84. 

Verses 8-10. Paul asked the question 
"What hast thou that thou didst not 
receive?" (1 Cor. 4:7.) We know that 
had special reference to the spiritual 
gifts. The same fact applies to other 
gifts since we did not bring anything 
into this world. It is fair even from 
a view of justi ce that appreciation for 
the beneH ts be expressed by the return 
of the first fruits to the great Origin 
thereof. And since the land they wlU 
possess aboundeth (or Howeth) with 
milk and honey they would not be de­
prived of any necessity of living, · by 
making a contribution to God. 

Verse 11. Rejoicing in iniquity would 
always be wrong (1 Cor. 13 : 6), while 
it would always be right to rejoice in 
good. Since these things mentioned 
had come from God they would be 
good things and worthy of rejoicing. 

Verse 12. For explanation of this 
third year of tithing see ch. 14: 28 and 
note. 

Verse 13. God always knows the 
heart. Should the Israelite make these 
claims falsely. he would be detected 
and punished. Therefore, the com­
mand has the force of meaning that 
they should so conduct themselves that 
they can truthfully make them. 

Verse 14. He must declare he has 
made proper use ot the good things 
provided for him and that use in­
cluded the gilts to the Lord. He bad 
not eaten of that which should have 
been given to God. Not even in bis 
"mourning" which Is from a word 
that means a condition ot extreme 
need or want. Not even such consider­
atioDs were allowed to lead. him to eat 
that which belonged to God's appro­
priation. 

Verse 15. This Is both an acknowl­
edgement and plea. Acknowledgement 
that God Uves In a holy habitation and 
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a plea for him to look down on the 
people to bless. 

Verse 16. Once the command to keep 
and twice to do 1s found in this verse. 
It cannot be made too emphatic that 
doing is necessary to acceptance by 
the Lord. Any other attitude taken 
with reference to the law at the Lord 
will be rejected. 

Verse 17. Avouched. This Is from a 
Hebrew word that Is rendered varl· 
ously in the A. V. but the outstanding 
principle of the expression is a very 
strong assertion In the form of a 
promise. The verse means they have 
made a etrong promise to recognize 
the Lord as their God. 

Verses 18, 19. The satne strong 
promise is used in this verse. God has 
thus given his promise that he will 
accept the children of Israel as his 
peculiar (exclusively personal) people. 
The Lord never breaks his promise, 
and now be expects the Israelites to 
keep theirs. 

DEUTERONOMY 27 
Verse 1. The elders were associated 

with Moses and all the authority they 
had was subject to that of Moses. They 
were the experienced men and leaders 
of thought and jUdgment, but the tlnal 
decision of aU matters rested with 
Moscs. 

Verses 2, 3. The scarcity .ot the 
copies of the law has been already 
mentioned a number of Urnes. That 
was because aU copies had to be made 
by hand and with very crude Instru· 
ments compared with what we know. 
Therefore, copies of it were to be 
written In public places in the same 
manner as our pubUc blll boards. That 
would give many people access to the 
Lord's government. 

Verse 4. Mt. Ebal was the mount 
called "tbe cursing." Therefore we 
mUBt conclude that on the stones 
raised into a wall here, would be writ­
ten that part of the law which per· 
talned to the curses. 

Verses 5·8. For a time atter crossing 
the Jordan, God knew they would not 
be entirely settled In thetr religious 
headquarters. So the use of this aItar 
made of stones was commanded. The 
legal use of an altar 1s that of burning 
sacrifices. Their gratitude for the 
blessings of God would be expressed 
by this demonstration. In Josh. 8: 
30-32 1s an account of the fulfl11ment 
of this order. 

Verses 9, 10. This clay when. thou 
an become the people. We know that 

even from the bondage in Egypt, and 
very definitely at Sinal. they became 
the people of God and were declared to 
be the nation that had been redeemed 
from Egypt by a mighty band. So we 
must look for some other significance 
in the statement. There can be but 
one, and that is, that God again re­
peated or recognized them as his peo­
ple. Every time a blessing of God is 
be!3towed on man in reward for worth 
or faithfulness that Is equivalent to 
public declaration of the fact. Just as 
the N. T . teaches the principle that 
while Jesus was crowned, once for all. 
as king, when he took his seat at God's 
right hand, ye t. each time a buman 
being recognizes him as king, it 
amounts to the same as crowning him. 

Verses 11·13. In this paragraph the 
special position of Levi 8S a tribe 'Is 
not recognIzed and thus we have the 
menUon of twelve tribes. That Is why 
Joseph Is menUoned but neither of his 
two sons, who really formed two tribes. 
This classificaUon is a general one 
and takes no account of any special 
oftlcial pOSition. That wUl be done in 
followIng verses. For this there are 
sIx of the original twelve number on 
each ot the mounts. 

Verse 14. Here the Levftes are men· 
tioned as the ones to vronounce the 
curses on the people. This now is a 
ditrerent viewpoint of that tribe than 
considered above. It has already been 
learned that the tribe of Levi has been 
separated from all the other tribes as 
far 8S property holdings are concerned 
and more especially concerning au· 
thority. (Num. 3: 5-12.) Therefore, 
when any pubJic work was done that 
pertained to Instruction and enforce­
ment of the law, the Levites were to 
do it. In this present maUer the 
LevUes were to pronounce these curses, 
and nothing is said about any of the 
other tribes in connection with the 
blessings either. 

Verse 15. OurBed. This 18 from a 
word that means to threaten, warn, 
or wish an evU experience of some 
kind to come upon the person oPPOSed. 
The word would mean the same, 
whether pronounced by the Lord or 
by uninspired man. The dltterence 
would be that when God makes the 
wish or threat he is able to enforce ft , 
whUe man would not be able actually 
to bring the curse to pass, yet the 
motive of it would make the one pro-­
nouncing It as gullty in prinCiple as It 
he could enforce It. In the present 
verse the curse is pronounced against 
the idol maker. In some cases the par· 
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"tItular curse threatened is described 
In other parta of the Bible. Thus the 

. curse for making idols is death. (Ch. 
13: 15.) 

Verse 16. The curse for making 
light ott Dr disregarding, the parents 
was death, 88 seen tn Ex. 21: 17. 

Verse 17. No particular penalty Is 
prescribed for thia wrongdoing but the 
law against it 1s found elsewbere. 
(Ch. 19: 14.) 

Verse 18. The nature of this wrong 
Is to take advantage of the unfortunate 
to mislead him. The result of such a 
sin In spiritual matters is taught by 
Jesus. The leader &13 well as the mts· 
led wlll f&ll Into the ditch. (Matt. 
15: 14.) 

Verse .19. This Is the sin of depriv· 
ing the weak, or uniformed. of the 
righteous judgment due them in any 
matter. 

VerBe 20. Tbis crime Is condemned 
In the N. T. (1 Cor. 5: 1·5.) 

Verse 21. The curse for this crime 
was death. (Lev. 20: 15, 16.) 

Verse 22. The penalty for this wrong 
was death, or cutUng off. (Lev. 
20: 17.) 

Verse 23. The cUI1Ie for this iniquity 
was death by burning. (Lev. 20: 14.) 

Verse 24. The penalty for thls crime 
was death at the hand of the revenger 
of blood. (Deut. 19: 11, 12.) 

Verse 25. No specific penalty Is 
named as to thts curse. The principles 
or the scripture require that those 
guilty of murder must suffer death. In 
this verse It la clearly set forth that 
the murder of another is the object of 
this bribe money. 

Verse 26. This is a general curse 
and might mean whatever was the 
judgment of tho Lord in any given 
ease. The striking phase of this line 
of decrees is tho requirement that the 
people must say "amen" at the pro­
nouncement of the curses, thereby 
making tbem tbeir own. That is, tbey 
must confirm the righteousness of tbe 
eurses by saying uamen." That would 
commit them to the performance of 
their part in the various cases. Where 
the penalty was stoning, they must 
take the gullty one out and stone him. 
It It were burning then they must use 
the fire. It w1ll always be understood 
that when men perform these various 
forms of punishment according to the 
stipulations of the scriptures, it is the 
Lord doing it and it is not by author­
Ity of men. 

DEUTERONOMY 28 
Verses 1, 2. As usual, the Lord baBes 

his promises of good things on their 
doing the commandments. Then they 
will become a mighty nation above all 
others. The word "blessing" bere 
means prosperity when bestowed by 
the Lord on man. It means praise for 
said prosperity, when bestowed by 
man on the Lord. No speclflc form of 
the blessing or prosperity wlll be 
mentioned but the various relations 
of life that will be blessed wlll be 
named in the several verses. 

VerBe 3. This I. a palr of words to 
indicate two extremes, the city and 
country. 

VerB. 4. They w1l1 be happy with 
regard to their chlldren, the young of 
their stock, and also the produce of 
the ground. The crops w1ll not be 
disappointing. 

Verse 5. They will bring the prod· 
ucts of the 8011 home In their baskets, 
Or any means of carriage, and wlll be 
happy In the use of the same. 

Verse 6. The only signiflcance of the 
terms bere is in the fact of their being 
expressions of the two extremes. Since 
''In and out" would take in the tull 
extent of whatever would be wider 
consideration, tbis verse would simply 
mean that they would be blessed at 
all times, and In all conditions of Ufe. 

Verse 7. The enemy will be organ­
ized In a unit and In good order when 
he makes his attack upon the Lord's 
people. but will be so utterly defeated 
that he will be repelled with great loss 
and in complete (seven) disorder. 

Verse 8. This Is practically the 
same blessing promised in verse 6. 

Verses 9·11. The nations around 
them wlll fight against them, but God 
will fight for them and exalt them as 
a people above all their enemies. That 
Is, if they w1l1 be obedient to the di· 
vine command. All this will be ful· 
ftlUng the vromlsea made to the fathers 
and established with the oath of the 
Lord. 

Verse 12. "Heaven" here means the 
first of the three heav8D8 recognized In 
the Bible. The place of the atmos· 
phere and clouds and the place trom 
whence rain comes. 

Verses 13. U. It was the ambition 
of nations generaUy to be in the lead, 
and this was one thing promised to 
the children of lBrael provided _ they 
obeyed the Btatute. of God. 

Verses 16-19. It is not necessary to 
make detalled comments on this pas· 
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Bage. Iteavers the same subjects as 
the · verses on the blessings above. In­
stead of being prosperous and 8UCCeB& 
luI in the various relaUoDs' of lite as 
promised before. they will have the 
curse of God In them if they refuse 
to obey the law of God. 

Verses 20. 21. This is a 80rt ot sum­
ming up of the results to come trom 
the curses threatened. They wlll 
bally be destroyed as a "aUon and 
driven from the land. This lsst was 
fulftlled In Jast two chapters of 2 
KlngB. 

Verse 22. God could destroy in a 
moment the enUre nation witbout the 
use of any visible means, but he will 
not see fit to do so. Instead. he w111 
resort to various agencies 1n the form 
of disease and pests, and the sword of 
the enemy. The "consumption" here 
18 not what Is popularly meant as 
pertaining to the lungs. It Is a word 
that means emaciation. It is the 
general shrinking and falling ott of 
the flesh, and a slnking ot' the features 
of the body. 

Verse 23. This is figurative, and it 
means that instead of the heaven 
dropping the rain for their ground, it 
w1l1 be as unyielding of the necessary 
moisture as it it were a canopy of 
brass. The ground will be as ster11e 
as 1C it were iron. 

Verse 24:. Just another fIgUre mean· 
tng a lack of moisture, as if the rain 
bad turned Into dust. 

Verse 25. This is verse 7 In reverse. 
Verse 26. Their helplessness Is 

imaged here, as a carC888 lett on the 
open field . It will become the food 
of the birds of carrion. and there will 
be no one taking pity to fray (frighten) 
them away. 

Verse 27. "The botch'" was an in· 
flammatory ulcer. "Emerods" was the 
same as what Is now termed hemor· 
rholds, common1y called ptles. Scab 
was a dlsease s1m1lar to the modern 
Itch. This Itch was slightly different 
from the preceding word In that it 
meant specially a condition of severe 
redness as if from sunburn, and so 
malfgnant that they would not be able 
to discover any remedy for It. 

VerBe 28. This verse bad more dl· 
reet application to thetr condition of 
mind that would be brought on by the 
various cureee of God. 

VerBe 29. This verse is a speciflca· 
tion of the general conditions men· 
tioned in preceding verse. Although It 
may be brlgbt noon time they will be 
tn 8uch a state of contusion that it 

will make them fe.lbllnd and In the 
dark. 

Verses 30, 31. A general faUure in 
all their enterprl8eA, botb &ocial and 
commercial, wlll result from the curses 
of the Lord. 

Verse 32. They w1ll have to give up 
their chlldren to the enemy nations 
and have nothing left but the heart· 
ache of a parent longing for his loved 
ones. 

Verse 33·35. Very little added here 
to what has been threatened; only reo 
peated for the sake of emphasis. 

Verse 36. This 18 a direct prediction 
or their national captivity and the 
condition that w1ll prevail, that of 
idolatry, This 8ubJect wtU be treated 
at length In the study of the proph· 
edes. 

Verses 37·41. Another Bumming up 
of the calamities to be placed over 
them, which will fnclude the disap.­
pointments concerning their famlltes. 
They wJU not get to enjoy them be­
cause the enemy wlll make servants 
of them. 

Verses "2·4-4. Chief of the Borrows 
referred to bere is that of betng abused 
by the enemy naUons. That would be 
a bumlliation of the severest kind. 

Verse "5. Here they are forewarned 
that the curses wlIl not only vex them, 
but wUJ pursue them until they are 
destroyed as a nation, and all because 
they refused to hearken to the votce 
of God. "To hearken" is the same as 
aoing, which we have seen emphasized 
80 often. 

Verse 46. So evident will be these 
curses upon the nation that the world 
wUl observe it and be filled with won· 
der. That will add to the humiliation 
of them. 

Verse 47, 48. Since they were not 
willing to serve the Lord he w1ll suffer 
them to serve their enemies in the 
foreign land. 

Verses "9·52. This paragraph is a 
prediction especially of the captivity 
at the bands of the Assyrians and ful· 
tilled in 2 Kings 17. 

Verse 63. This awful prediction was 
fultilled In 2 King. 6: 28. 

Verses 64, 55. Even the normal 
sensibilities of the human being, will 
be dulled by the terrible condition Into 
which they w11l be thrust in their 
disobedience. 

Verses 66, 67. Modesty wlll give 
place to Immodesty. and womanltness 
will be supplanted by coarseness. The 
affections intended to bind the mem· 
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bel'll ot the tamlly together will be 
severed; general confusion will reign. 
The lowest ebb of love and mutual COD­
sideration will be reached. and the 
crying needs ot the body will seek for 
gratification at the cost of human 
flesh, and all of this w1l1 be brought 
UpOn them through the means of the 
enemy with the siege. 

Verse 58. They must observe to do 
all the words. Note that It does not 
insist merely on thetr doing the words 
that are written on the tables of the 
covenant, but the ones written in the 
book. Moses was the onc who did that 
writing. Moreover, ODe result of ob­
serving these things written In the 
book was that they would come to tear 
the name of God. Hence. we must 
conclude that divine authority was 
recognized by them ae being vested 
tn what Moses wrote In the law. 

Verses 59, 60. A spasmodtc vislta· 
tion of plagues would be bad enough, 
but the conditions being threatened 
here are to be of long continuance. 

Verse 61. Afier mentioning by name 
a number ot: diseases the Lord adds 
that he will add to them the numerous 
plagues not written in the book. This 
Idea Is similar to that of Paul in 
Gal. 5: 21. After having named many 
works of the flesh he adds the expres· 
sion "and such like." Here they were 
to be Impressed that If such evil things 
as named are to be brought upon them, 
things which they know to be terrible; 
then what must be the awful nature of 
the ones not named! 

Verse 62. The general population of 
the nation while in thetr full strength 
ran tnto the milUoDs, whlle the rem­
nant that remained after these terrible 
things had come to thorn was 42,360. 
(Neh. 7: 66.) 

Verse 63. Being plucked off the land 
was a prediction ot the captivity of 
the nation and tulJllled In 2 KIngs, 
last two chapters. 

Verse 64. While tho nation as a 
whole wtll be confined In the land of 
the captivity and from there be brought 
back to their own land, there will be 
scattered ones of the race throughout 
the countries of the world. That threat 
was fulfilled as seen in John 7: 35. 

Verses 65, 66. Even down to our 
day this awful condItion exists as a 
terrible sign of the power of God in 
br inging about the fuUlllment of hIs 
predictions. 

Verse 67. Thts verle describes a 
general state of mind tbat will not 
let them have any rest. At every turn 

ot the day they wllI have the teellng 
that something else would be preter. 
able. 

Verse 68. There are two predictions 
as to the captivity of part or the peo­
ple given in this verse. One Is the 
tact that they will be brought Into the 
land ot Egypt and the other Is about 
a condition when they are there. Both 
of these predictions arc fulftJ1ed in the 
writings ot Josephus. The former in 
Ant. ]2-1·1, the latter in Wars, 6-8·2. 
Arter all the long Jist of things threat· 
ened against the nation of Israel that 
God reeorded tn this chapter we would 
thInk that nothing should have in­
fluenced them to depart from the di­
vIne law. But their grevtous back­
sltdlnge go to prove the general fickle· 
ness ot the human mind, and, there· 
fore, the necessity for it to be under 
constant regulation from a higher 
source than man. 

DEUTERONOMY %9 
Verse 1. The sabbatarians try to re­

strict the term "covenant" to the laws 
as written on the tables of stone. But 
here, as elsewhere, the word i8 used 
also with reference to that which 
Moses wrote. Lest we be mIsled lnto 
thinking he was speaking of the same 
things written on the tables, he specl· 
Hes here that he means the words 
buide8 those made with them at Horeb. 
It fs not claimed by anyone that the 
tables were reproduced atter leaving 
the holy mount. Therefore, we have 
the unavoidable conclusIon that what 
God directed Moses to wrIte was to be 
regarded as being of equal authority 
with that written on the tables. 

Verse 2. It has now been only forty 
years since they had lett Egypt and 
thus many of the present generations 
could remember what happened, for 
only the men twenty years old and up 
were slatn miraculously atter the at· 
tair at Kadesh. 

Verse 3. The word "temptations" 
means "tests and judgments." When 
the Egyptians refused to release the 
Israelites. God brought various plagues 
upon them and thus the test of God's 
power 8.8 against the Egypttans was 
proved In many instances. 

Verse 4. In spite of the advantage 
such recollection should have meant to 
them, they seemed to underestimate 
the signtficance of it all. The expres· 
slon "Lord hath not given you," etc., is 
Blbllcal method ot saying, they simply 
did not have such eyes, etc. 

Verse 6. This wonderful faet is eom-
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mented. on at chapter 8: 4, which 
please soo. 

Verse 6. This means they had not 
depended on these articles from their 
own production. They had been pro­
vided by miracle which should have 
taught them the lesson of God's power 
and goodness, in spite of their way­
wardness and weakness. 

Verses 7, 8. This is just a brief re­
minder or what they knew, that the 
heathen forces that came against them 
were overthrown by the 8uperior force 
ot God's people. 

Verse 9. The logical, as well as 
authoritative, conclusion they should 
draw from these facts was that they 
should keep and do the words of 
"this" covenant. 

Verse 10. The members of the con­
gregation were in good order, having 
officers in their places, and thus ready 
tor the invasion. 

Verse 11. The wives and little ones 
were there present, the ones who 
they said would be a prey. That is, 
the congregation as a whole made that 
c.omplaint. However. tbe ones actually 
making the complaint are dead and 
strewn along through the wilderness. 
The hewers of wood and drawers of 
water meant the ones who served the 
needs of the laver and altar. 

Verses 12-15. By grouping these 
verses into one paragraph It is to 
bring about the interesting lesson that 
what Moses was then saying to the 
hearers was to be general in applica­
Uon, not only for the ones actually 
standing before him but also ·tor those 
yet t.o be produced among them. 

Verses lfi .. 18. While the ones then 
standing before Moses had not been 
guilty of the grievous Idolatry that 
had brought the judgments of God, it 
was worth while to remind them about 
it for their ' own admonition.. They 
should profit by the history of the 
others of their congregation and thus 
not bring upon themselves the wrath 
of God which is here compared to gall 
(bitter or poisonous herbs) and 
wormwood. 

Verse 19. Were It not tor the con­
crete evidence of God's wrath against 
idolatry as seen In these judgments, 
some perverse man· might be arrogant 
and boast that he personally would 
havo peace in spite of these past his­
'tories, and in his arrogancy would 
"add drunkenness to thirst... It is bad 
enough to have the thirst for drink. 
bqt it is worse when that thirst Is 

gratified, and drunkenne88 brought 
about. 

Verses 20-22. This is another general 
summing up ot the things that will 
come to them it they disobey the di­
vine commands. God Is jealous and 
w1l1 not sutrer his authority and title 
to adoration to be trampled upon and 
replaced by idols. In the fire ot hIs 
jealousy he will cause the goUty ones 
to feel the heat of his anger. • 

Verse 23. This verse 1s a reference 
to the general condition that Is to 
result tn the land of Israel after the 
threatened plagues have been brought. 
In this passage, a figurative compari­
son Is made to the condition that had 
existed for centuries in the region of 
the Dead Sea. Inc.1dentally we have 
some information about that Interest­
Ing subject.. The citles that were 80 
wicked in the days of Abram and Lot 
were destroyed and the place of their 
farmer existence was finally one of 
salt and brimstone. There can be no 
mistake as to what he Is talking about, 
for he mentions by name Sodom and 
Gomorrah, two - of the outstanding 
cities Involved.. 

Verses 24, 25.. The demonstrations 
at God's wrath will be 80 evtdent that 
heathen people around wUl see and 
understand that it is a result of di­
vine wrath. Not only that, but it will 
be demonstrated in such a way that aU 
will understand the condition to be 
the judgment of God in punishment 
for their departures from his law .. 

Verses 26-28. We should note that 
the nations will not merely under­
stand that God's people had displeased 
hIm and brought on the punishments, 
but wlll have knowledge of the specl1lc 
phase of the law they bad violated, 
that concerning idolatry. 

Verse 29. This verse contains a 
fundamental principle regarding di­
vine revelation. The world should bear 
In mJnd that God does not hold back 
from man anything that would be of 
any benefit to him. Therefore, no ef­
fort should be made to delve into the 
unseen for information which God has 
not seen, .1It to Impart to man. Tbis 
disposition bas always been displeas­
Ing to God and i. today. (Col. 2: 18.) 
Thus when there is something about a 
subject introduced in the Bible which 
Beems to have mysteries ahfJut it. we 
must remember that what belongs to 
the Lord only, Is not our business. We 
should therefore trust him for his 
grace and manifest a chUd-l1ke . talth 
in him. 
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DEUTERONOMY 30 
Verse8 1, 2. Not until the nation 

. has been driven Into captivity will It 
come to realize the awful mistake it 
made tn. departing from the law of 
God. That change 01 mind will come 
about, and when it does. the Lord will 
also change their situation and re­
verse their fallen condition. 

y,erses 3·6. This paragraph Is a 
prediction of the return of the Jewish 
nation from Babylonian captivity. This 
great event Is the subject of much of 
the major prophecies and will be com­
mented on In detail &t the proper place 
In this work. As for the scripture ac· 
count of the fulfillment of the predic­
tion, the reader may consult the books 
of Ezra Bnd Nehemiah. The secular 
histories showing tbe fulfillment will 
be cited in connection with the vari­
OUB predictions made In the prophetic 
books. The expression, "clreumciBe 
thine beart" Is a figurative reference 
to the consecration or the heart to 
God, aner the purlly!ng caused by the 
captivity. 

Verse 7. The accounts of God's deal­
ings In the past concerning his people 
and the heathen nations are signifi­
cant. It God concluded hls people 
needed a certain form of chastisement 
he would otten use some heathen king 
and nation as the instrument of his 
wrath.. Then atter his work for his 
rebell10us people ·had been completed, 
he would In turn punish the heathen 
instrument for the personal motive 
he showed in the affair. 

Verse 8. This does not mean that 
the Israelites became and remained a 
nation of angels after the captivity. for 
they have always been a perverse and 
rebellious people. but on the subject 
that was the immedlate cause of their 
captivity. Idolatry. they never again 
were guilty of that. This fact w1ll also 
be shown from secular history. later. 

Verses 9, 10. This passage promises 
to reverse all the evlla that had been 
visited upon them In punishment for 
their unrighteousness. Again the 
promise Is based on their obedience to 
the divine laws. They must turn to 
the Lord wholeheartedly. and not 
merely In a partial degree as they had 
so otten done before. 

Verses 11-14. This language Is cited 
by Paul In Rom. 10: 6-8. He did not 
mean to say that Moses was making a 
prediction in biB utterance ot the 
words. Rather, just as the law then 
being delivered to the Israelites was 
coming to them direct from the law~ 

giver; so the Gospel waa brought right 
to the minds of the persons 'Intended 
to be affected thereby. The general 
force of the passage is that no excuse 
18 lett for the disobedience of the 
people on the ground that the divine 
law was inaccessible, for it was brought 
to their "very doors." SO to speak. 

Verse 15. Not that the Lord invites 
U8 to .. take our chotce" between good 
and evil. between rigbt and wrong, as 
is sometlmes taught. He tells us about 
the two kinds . of Ufe and their frutts. 
Then we canDot be excused If we take 
the wrong side and come into the 
punishment of it 

Verse 16. This agrees with the 
teaching in the preceding paragraph, 
that God does not encourage the hu­
man choice unless that choice is the 
right one. Instead, the divine com­
mand Is to love the Lord and walk 
in his ways. 

Verses 17, 18. Even as God foretells 
the good results of obeying his law so 
he foretells the evtl ones of disobeying. 
No pretense of ignorance w1l1 count. 

Verses 19, 20. The angels in heaven 
and the inhabitants of earth will all 
know that God has given his human 
creatures all the instruction need~d 
to keep them In the way of righteous­
ness, and the way that would bring 
them the greatest amount of happiness. 

DEUTERONOMY 31 
Verse I, 2. This 1s another place to 

mark as It states the age of MOBes. We 
shOUld not mistake his meaning when 
he said he could no more go in and 
out. That was not a reflection on his 
age; that he was becomIng weak and 
infirm from age. The statement in 
chapter 34: 7 would disprove such a 
conclusion. The very last words in the 
verse constitute a comment on the 
other expression. He meant that his 
activity for the congregation was over, 
and that he would no longer go about 
looking atter them. and supervIsing 
their various movements. 

Verse 3. This Is In keeping with 
foregOing paragraph. Moses was to 
cease his leadership and Joshua would 
then serve God as the leader of hIs 
people. 

Verses 4·6. Citing the victories of 
the people over the heathen by the 
hand of the Lord. they are here en­
couraged to proceed In their assigned 
dutles. 

Verses 7, 8. Nothing was omitted 
that would tend to insure proper re~ 
pect for the new leader. Joshua. Moses 
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deUTered his commiulon to him in 
the presence of the people and assured 
him of the blessings of God in his 
<reat work. 

Verse 9. Not even the sabbatarians 
will deny the complete authority of 
the tribe of Levi In administration of 
the law of the O. T., yet we see in 
this verse that they operated under 
the law that Moses wrote and d& 
livered to that tribe. Anotber rebuke 
for the modern Judatzers who would 
deaert Christ and drag us back to 
the law. 

Verses 10, 11. We are 10 frequently 
remInded of the scarcity of copies of 
the law in those days of manual repro­
duction of them, 80 that on the oc· 
casion of the great sabbath year wben 
the people would be iD genera1 assem· 
bly. tbe law was to be read In the 
hearing of the people. 

Verses 12. 13. At the time ot thlB 
great celebration the stranger as well 
as the direct member of the congre­
gation should be made acquainted with 
the law of the land. While there were 
some items of the system that only 
pertained to the Israelites, yet that 
which applied as man wIth man would 
have bearing on all within the limits. 
Even as we would expect a foreigner 
to respect and obey our lawl while 
amongst us. 

Verses 14, 15. The solemn hour for 
the departure of Moses is approach­
ing. The Lord had hIs special place 
of representation and that was the 
tabernacle. Tbus he commands that 
Moaes and Joshua meet h1m in that 
place. The Lord did not appear di~ 
recUy in person aince man could not 
endure that. He appeared 1n a cloud. 

Verse 16. For "sleep" the margin 
baa "l1e down," and the leIion jUBti~ 
ties that rendering. Also note that it 
says Moses was to sleep with his 
fathers. This could not apply to his 
body. for he was not buried with any 
other person. This shows that man is 
composed of something more than his 
body, and thua, that materialism is a 
false doctrine. M0&e8 I, told that atter 
his desth the people will go atter the 
gods of the land and thul break bls 
covenant with them. 

Ver ... 17. 18. All tbls passage ot 
threatening haa been " recorded pra-. 
viously and is here repeated on the 
eve of the change of adm1n1atration in 
the leadership. 

Verse 19. The song mentioned here 
Is in the following chapter. A BOng 
18 not always a rhyme. It 1a not con· 

fined to mere sentiment, ' but may in· 
clude the more serioul Uterature of 
teaching. It was so with this Bong 
of Moses. 

Veraes 20, 21. The song was to 
serve as a warning to the people. and 
prepare them to make the proper use 
of the great prosperity that was to 
come upOn them after taklng peases­
sion of the land that had been prom· 
lsed to the tathers. Even tbe punish· 
ment that was to come upon them for 
their dIsobedience was to be written 
for their warning. 

Verse 22. The BODg was written, and 
then tBught to the people. There 
having not been a copy of the BOng 
before, they had no way of knowing 
it, or of learning It. That made it 
necesaary for them to be taught it. 
which MOBes did. 

Verse 23. The pronoun "he," bas to 
refer to God ainee he it was who had 
made the oath of promise concerning 
the land. He it was who here gave the 
solemn charge to Joshua to take cour­
age and go onward in leadIng the 
people. 

Verse 24. This is the book that is 
referred to by some as the "ceremonial 
law" and Buch Is true, it used properly. 
That Is, the writings of the hand of 
Moses were the detaUs of the system 
which God had in mind when he first 
gave the ten commandments. We have 
already learned that the 'decalogue in 
its~lt was Dot a complete law at aU, 
since it did not contain a single ape­
cUle penalty. What the Lord com­
manded Moses to write, was to com~ 
plete the system and show the chUdren 
of Israel how they were to carry out 
the several ceremonies, but to reter 
to the "ceremonial law" in the sense 
or Its being less binding than the 
tables, is one torm of rebellton against 
God. 

Verses 26, 26, 27. Sabbatarlana make 
a great ado over the fact that this 
book was put in the aide ot the ark, 
whereas the tables were tn the ark. 
This means, they 88y, that it was ot 
leu importance and authority than the 
tables. It Js a shameful use to be made 
of the scriptures, and only coIncides 
with the Bplrlt ot rebellion J)OBBe88ed 
by such people. For the sake of the 
sincere inquirer on this 8ubject it will 
be noted here that God had a purpose 
for thIs plaCing of the law, that it was 
to be a witness against them. The 
tact that this book was more accessIble 
than the tables would prove it to be 
more important than the tables, it any. 
thing. but It does not prove thal Thare 



310 Deuteronomy 31: 211-32: 17 

was really no difference in the import· 
ance of what God gave to them through 
the hand of Moses. 

Verses 28·30. Moses Is still talking 
directly to the Levites and commands 
them to call an assembly of all the 
people. The assembling was to be done 
under their elders and omeers. After 
the assembly was formed he spake to 
them the song to be found in the fol­
lowing chapter. The word "spake" is 
not to be taken as meaning the oppo­
site of sing. It Is a more general word. 
Even the N. T. tells Christians to 
"speak" In song. (Evh. 6: 19.) What 
we should get here is that Moses de­
livered the words of this composition 
to the people from his mouth and to 
their ears. 

DEUTERONOMY 32 
Verse 1. This is the beginning of 

the "song of Moses" that is frequently 
referred to in the speech of God's 
people. It is also referred to in the 
N. T. (Rev. 16: 3.) It will contain 
much history and other teaching. The 
importance of the passage is indicated 
by the supreme call to attention. The 
heavens and earth are called upon to 
give ear to the words of the song. 
While they were written in a book, yet 
the whole congregation was to hear, 
therefore, they w111 be delivered by 
word of mouth. 

Verse 2. Doctrine means teaching, 
and as the showers and dew of the sky 
bring blessings upon the earth so w111 
the great truths of the song bring 
spiritual good. 

Verse 3. The surety of the blessings 
just mentioned is in the fact that the 
name of the Lord w111 be invoked and 
all greatness is to be ascribed to him. 

Verse 4. "Like a rock," would be as 
a basis for material greatness, so God 
is a Rock of support for all them who 
wish to follow truth and righteousness. 

Verse 5. The noun for "they" is in 
the following verse and described as 
the "foolish people" which means the 
wayward among the nation. That is 
why it is now so important that they 
listen to this great classic to be de. 
livered to them. 

Verse 6. The accusation implied in 
this verse is that they had been un· 
grateful for the blessings of GOd. Not 
only had been indifferent about them 
but had returned to God their lives of 
disobedience and seemed to forget 
their close relationship to him. 

Verse 7. A call to memory. They 
could read some of it in the written 

pages extant, and could further learn 
through the lips of their parents. From 
whichever source of information, they 
should profit by the record. 

Verse 8. In one brief verse a great 
historical scope is covered. God sepa~ 
rated the sons of Adam in the 11th 
chapter of Genesis and predicted the 
several possessions of the tribes of 
Israel who were at that time about to 
invade the land of the possessions. 

Verses 9, 10. Jacob is a composite 
name for the nation of Israel and de­
clared to be the possession of the Lord. 
That was in mind when he called 
Abram from his home in Chaldea and 
directed him out. (Gen. 12.) When 
the time of fultlllment of the promise 
was drawing near, God took special 
care of the founder of the nation and 
brought him safely through the perils 
of want and other weakness. 

Verses 11, 12. This passage uses the 
object lesson seen in dumb' creatures 
as to care for the dependent ones, to 
111ustrate God's care for the nation 
while it was young and tender. At the 
time Moses is speaking to them, they 
are a strong people compared with 
what they were at one time. 

Verses 13, 14. The providential sus. 
tenance of the people when no natural 
means could be relled on, is the sub~ 
ject of this paragraph. Often when all 
other help seems impossible the power 
and goodness of God intervenes to re­
deem the situation. 

Verse 15. According to Strong's lexi­
con, Jeshurun is a symbolic name for 
Israel. Thus the verse teaches that 
Israel became rich or prosperous, and 
then rebelled. It is the history of man 
that he will generally allow his ma~ 
terial prosperity to crowd out the im~ 
portance of spiritual prosperity. See 
the comments on this thought that are 
offered at chapter 8 of this book. 

Verse 16. When people begin to for~ 
sake God they usually become active 
in some other direction. So when the 
children of Israel started in their 
downward course away from God they 
became interested in false gods and 
thus provoked him to jealousy. 

Verse 17. The word "devils" is from 
SHED and Strong defines it as 
"daemons." The descriptive form of 
them is by the word "malignant." 
Since the very principle of idolatry is 
one against the true God it would be 
proper to regard the whole of the sys­
tem of idolatry as being like things 
malignant. with the ~reator. Paul 
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comments in the same Una of thought 
on the subject. (1 Cor. 10: 20.) 

Verse 18. rr an earthly chUd were 
to forget his father or mother, he 
would be regarded as very ungrateful. 
How much more grievous was the tn­
ditrerencc of the people of God to thetr 
divine origin. 

Verse 19. The word "abhorred" Is 
from an original that 1s not as severe 
as the present rendering makes it. 
The word means to "think IJtUe of." 
So it would be in the case ot an earthly 
parent. A man would be bound to 
have a very numiliating estimate of 
a child who had turned away from 
bim. 

Verse 20. Sometimes a son or daugh­
ter will come to hold the parent in 
dishonor, yet wish to have them acces­
sible for their own selfish wants. It 
the parent will turn from the ungrate­
ful chUd tor the time being and throw 
him out on the world on "his own," it 
might bring him to his senses. That 
Is what God did to his people. 

Verse 21. This is a noted predtction 
and connected with the condition ot 
unfaithfulness or the ancient people, 
They had turned from the true God to 
the worship of idols. That roused the 
jealousy ot the true God. Then he de­
termined some day to give them some­
thing to be jealous over. It would be 
when they saw him take a. "foolish 
nation," (the Gentiles) into his bosom, 
(Rom. 10: 19.) 

Verse 22, Taking a future look at 
the waywardness of the people who 
had received so many favors from God, 
the threat Is made that the .tire of God 
,would burn to the lowest depths. Even 
to the lowest "hell." This is from 
BHEOL and defined by Strong as fol­
lows: "hades, or the world of the dead 
(as if a subterranean retreat), includ­
ing Its accessories and inmates." It is 
the only word for "hell" in the O. T. 
It is rendered in the A. V.; by grave 
31 times, hell 31 times, and pit 3 times, 
Thus, in' the verse now being con­
sidered it is a figurative showing of 
the depths to whIch he , will reduce 
those who come under the fire of the 
divine wrath. 

Verses 23-26. The depths of degreda­
Uon to wbicb God will plunge his dis­
obedient people will be brought about 
through such conditions and experi­
ences as here described. 

Verse 26. This is the captivity and 
general dispersion noted in ch. 28: 68. 

Verse 27. This means that the threat 
made in precedl~, verse would , be 

made complete were it not for the 
bo .. tlng that would be done by the 
enemy. Because of that consideration, 
God will show more leniency toward 
his unfaithful nation than their COD­
duct deserves. 

Verse 28. They had been advised 
ap.d o1fered COUnsel but would not ac­
cept it. Now they must be made to 
learn the lesson by painful experiences. 

Verse 29. God grieves over the mis­
doIng of his people. He warns and 
pleads for them to heed his teaching 
and profit by the mistakes their former 
brethren have made. It Is significant 
to Dole that In this short verse the 
words "understood." and "consider" 
are used in connection. The same 
thought Is found in 18a. 1: 3. The 
people did not know because they did 
not consider. Much of the so-called 
ignorance that exists among the pro­
fessed children of God in all ages haa 
been through theIr own indl1ference to 
the opportunities for learning. 

Verses 30, 31. The successes of the 
children of Israel against all odds can 
be expJained only on the theory that 
God had intervened. The pronouns 
"their" and "them" in verse 30 are to 
be connected to mean the Rock of the 
Israelites had sold or delivered them 
the enemies. Even the enemy ac: 
knowledges the Buperiority of the God 
of the Israelites, An Instance of this 
may be drawn tram Ex. 8: 19. 

Verses 32, 83,. These articles are 
used figuratively of the wrath of God 
against bis enemies. While he some­
times suifers these enemies to alDict 
his own people, be wHl finally turn 
against them. How foolish then for 
God's people to serve the very people 
whom God wHl finally destroy. 

Verses 34, 36. The teaching In this 
paragraph coincides with Rom. 12: 19. 

Verse 36. "To judge" often means 
to bring punishment or afIlietion. Here 
It means to avenge the people ot God 
by judging the enemy who had 01)­
preBSed them. 

Verse. 37. 38. God will call upon 
these heathen nations to explain the 
helplessness ot their godS; the beings 
they had pretended to believe in, and 
on whom they were SUPposed to lean 
for help. 

Verse 39. When the comparison Is 
made, the conclUSion wiH be forced on 
them that no god In the universe Is 
like .the God of Israel As evidence of 
It. his ability to kill or make alive Is 
cited. which had been fully established 
lUI historical fact. 
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. Verse to .. · Thio .meana that God al· 
ways ,was ~d always will be; he 1s 
sslf-exlstenL . 

Veraea n. 42. Since the sword was 
a common weapon of warfare in an· 
cient Umes, the figure of God's success 
in battle is Indicated by the whetting 
ot the sword. He declares the arrow 
wHl he drunk with blood. Not neces­
sarily Intoxicated as we commonly use 
that word. The original here means, 
"being satiated or gorged." The Lord 
will be 80 effective In his slaying of 
the enemy that such a description was 
given of .t. aa here stated. 

Verse 43. The naUoDs are called 
upon to share the rejoicing of the 
people of God. Those who do 80 in­
stead of rejoicing at their downfull 
w1ll be blessed of God. 

Verse 44. Hoshea here 1s the same 
as Joshua, who was associated with 
Moses. 

Verses 46...(7. After reciting the en­
Ure Bong to the people. MOBes ad· 
monisbed them to set their hearts on 
it and observe to flo all the words of 
the law. It is so important a matter 
that Hfe itself Is involved. 

Verses 4.8-52. This passage announces 
to MOBes what he wlll be expected to 
do in the end, but a few more words 
will be revealed which he committed 
to the congregation before leaving 
them for the place of his death. Abarim 
is really not the name ot any certain 
mountain. It 18 a more general area 
and the partIcular mount on which 
Moses will stand to get a look at the 
land is Nebo. The reason for bis 
punitive death Is given to him; that 
he talled to sanctity the Lord or give 
him 'the credit tor the supply of water 
at Kadesh. 

DEUTERONOMY 33 
Verses 1·3. Moses, as the inspired 

writer of the book, w11J speak of Moses 
as the servant of God. and teacher of 
the people under God. Thts speech 
wiU contain figures of speech and 
some direct reference to history, and 
repetition of some law. The great 
power and goodness ot the Lord will 
run through tbe address. Some ot the 
places will be mentioned where the 
greatness of God was manifested, auch 
as Sinai, Seir and Parau. 

Verses 4, 6. He speaks his own name 
in the third person as explained at 
beginning of preceding paragraph. Be­
ing called a king Is indefinite. The 
word did not have 'as definite or strong 
a lignI:O.cance then, as it often does 

now. It sometimes 18 ueed in· the 
scriptures as a designation ot one who 
is at tbe head of a people. This was 
his position with the chlldren at Israel. 
He was the mediator between them 
and God, and was second in command 
of all the forces after the Lord. 

Verse 6. ThIs and the following 
verses will be practically along the 
line of the discourse Jacob made to his 
sons in the 49th chapter of Genesis. 
The sbort benediction on Levi was in 
deference to the fact that he wa.s his 
father's first born. 

Verse 7. Several verses in Genesis 
are devoted to Judah while the one is 
given him here. But the tew lines 
cover the superiority of this tribe 
over the others that is sO elegantly 
described in the former place. 

Verse 8. Levi was given the service 
of the tabernacle and the priests were 
of this tribe. They were the only ones 
who had authority to consult the ob­
jects named. here that were placed. in 
the epbod and worn by the priests In 
cODaultation with God. 

Verse 9. This verse reters to the 
faithfulness ot LeVi when Moses called 
for the ones so disposed to come over 
to the Lord's side. This tribe alone 
responded. In so dOing, he separated 
hImself trom the other tribel and pre­
lerred the Lord to fleshly kin. It Is 
the same In thought as expreeaed by 
Paul In Gal. 1: 16. 

Verses 10, 11. This paragraph also 
treats ot the exclusive right of Levi 
to the work at authoritative teaching. 
(Mal. 2: 7.> The smiting caned for, 
for those who oppose Levi, and es· 
pecially the famlly of Aaron, 18 given 
a clear instance In Num. 16. 

Verse 12. The specUlc tul1lliment 
of this promised bleSSing is not at 
hand. But we shall learn In the last 
part of Judges how that an unexpected 
favor will be shown him. 

Verse 13. Much tender regard 18 ex­
pressed tor Joseph. The same was 
done by his tather as recorded in Gen. 
49. The blessings of God tor him were 
numerous and great in more than one 
respect. For one thing, God permitted 
him to become two tribes and thus 
come into two portions of the promised 
land. 

Verses 14, 15. The word "moon" in 
verse 14 is made plural in the margin. 
The months or the Jewish calendar 
began with the new mOOD. When used 
figuratively. as is done here, it Would 
mean to convey the thought ot monthly 
prosperity. 



Deuteronomy 33: 16-J'Oshua 1: 1 313 

·Verae 16. Dwelt in tM bUBh.. This 
la a ' reference to the experience of 
Moses at Horeb when the angel of God 
spoke to him from therein, and called 
him to go to Egypt to dellver his 
people from their bondage. Reference 
Is made in this verse to the sad chap­
ter in the Ufe of Joseph when he was 
apart from his brethren atter they 
bad sold him to the traders. 

Verse 17. The honor and advantage 
given to Joseph through his two sons 
have been already commented upon in 
verse 13. This advantage is bere 
Ukened to the strength ot a fabulous 
beast that was reputed to have gi­
ganUc borns ot equal strength. 

Verses 18, 19. What the public press 
calls "honorable mention" is about all 
that 1 have to say about Zebulun's 
place here. 

Verses 20, 21. This is a reference to 
the miUtary success of Gad. Mention 
of the arm, means the wielder of the 
sword; and the crown ot the head In­
dicates he will be able to dethrone 
kings and take their position of power. 
Gad was one of the tribes that BUb­
judated the kings of Canaan and sur­
rounding territory. By the same use 
of language it is stated that he had a 
portion of the lawgtver which refers 
to his overcoming the rulers of the 
heathen nations. 

Ver8e 22. The activity of the young 
of the lion Is the 8um of this com­
parison. 

Verse 23. Bati8jied, with. !atJor. This 
does not mean, necessartly, that he 
will be actually satisfied with his por­
tion although he may be. But the 
thought Is that he will be given sum.­
cient that should satisfY him. 

Verse 24. Numbers counted tor more 
in those days than they do now. That 
was a military nation and depended on 
its man power for success against the 
enemy. Therefore, it was wishing a 
blessing on a man to wish for bim 
abundance of children. Oil of olive 
was the only source of that product 
with that ancient people. It was used 
for Ugbt. for food, for anointing, for 
many formal ceremonies. Therefore, a 
reference to it meant an indication 
of much proviston. 

Verse 25. The words of this verse 
are used in some reltgtous songs today. 
It mea.ns here the same as expressed 
In 8: 4, except there it was specially 
appl1cable to their past experience in 
the wIlderness, whlle here it is a 
promise at continued care. 

Verse 26. "Jeshurun" Is figurative 

for Israel and the GOd of Israeli, 
without an equal. He is-Lord of heaven 
and the BOuree of "thy" (Israel's) help. 

Verse 27. God Is the refuge of Israel 
and his everlasting arms are under­
neath the children of Israel. The sec-· 
ond personal pronouns here reter to 
Israel. The promise is made that the 
enemy will be subdued before Israel 
by the help of Ood. 

Verse 28. The exclusive occupancy 
at Canaan was the plan of God, and 
what was promised to the descendants 
of Abram. That promise was on con­
dition of their obedience to the com­
mandments or Ood. In proportion as 
they complied with those conditions 
they acquired what this vene predicted. 

Verse 29. This is practically the 
same outlook as· described in pre­
cedIng verse. 

DEUTERONOMY 34 
Verses 1-4. Not much comment is 

nece88a.ry on this chapter. From the 
mount before mentioned, Moses was 
permitted to see the land or canaan 
with aU its attractiveness. but was 
again told that he could not go over 
to enter It. 

Verses 5. 6. Moses died in the mount 
(ch. 33: 60), In the land or Moab but 
was buried in a valley in a place un­
known to a.ny man. The Lord buried 
him. For this see last word of verse 5, 
and second word in verse 6. 

Verse 7. Although 120 years old 
Moses did not die of "old age," for 
Done of his vitality was gone. His was 
a miraculous death as punishment for 
disbelief In God. 

Verse 8. This was a ceremonial 
mourning since it was for a set num­
ber of days and then the mourning 
was ended. Of course they could be, 
and doubtless were, sincere. 

Verse 9. Joshua bad already been 
commissioned to take the place of 
Moses. He did so and the people ac· 
cepted him as their new leader. 

Verses 10-12. Moses had DO successor 
as a lawgtver and prophet. His place 
in the government of the O. T., was 
perpetuated through the law and no 
change was made in that law until 
the prophet came who was to take the 
place of Moses. That had been pre­
dicted by Moses htmself and recorded 
in the 18th chapter of this book. 

JOSHUA 1 
Verse 1. When the twelve spies re­

tUrned from their commission and re. 
ported on the case, Josbua was one of 


