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mentioned a tew times that the Arnor· 
ltes. while a distinct people to them­
selves. were BO outstanding In wicked­
ness that the term came to be used 
generally or evll people. 

Verses 12, 13. The hornet or wasp 
was simply ODe of the visible means 
which the Lord used to accompl1sh bis 
purpose. Of course the Israelttes were 
expected to do their part but their 
sword and bow unaided by the Lord 
would not bave accomplished the de­
sired result. This is proved by the 
tact that their efforts tailed atter God 
withdrew his help later. While this 
paragraph Is chiefly about the events 
on the west of the Jordan It inciden­
tally reverts to the case of the two 
Amorlte kings on the east, (Og and 
Sibon) to include them in the matter 
ot the hornets. 

Verse 1(. The quotation from the 
Lord Js dropped for the time befng 
and Joshua directly exhorts the people 
to their duty. He tells them to put 
away the gods which their tatbera 
had served on the other side at the 
ftood (Euphrates), and In EgYpt. The 
tendency toward Idolatry W&B sUlI 
mantrest among them and 80me strong 
language la used. 

Verse 15. A careful reading ot this 
verse is necessary to avoid serious 
misunderstanding. Betore telling them 
to take their choIce between gods, he 
lays down the supposition tbat they 
do not intend to serve the Lord. Now 
then, It they decide to reject the Lord 
it Is taken tor granted they intend to 
serve Idol gods. It 80, then take their 
choice between the gods their tathers 
served the other aide ot the flood 
(Euphrates) and the gods or the Amor­
ttee or wIcked naUons tn the land 
wbere they are now. That would be 
logical. It they are determined to be 
idolaters, then it would not make any 
difference as to which gods or the 
heathen they chose. But Joshua did 
not teU them to "take their choice" be· 
tween good and evil, as it sometimes 
erroneously taught. 

Verses 16-18. The people responded 
tavorably and agreed to serve the Lord. 
Tbey furthermore gave him credit tor 
their successes in Egypt and the 
present country. 

Verses 19, 20. These two verses 
must be considered together to avoid 
another misunderstanding. The cen· 
tral thought at the whole passage can 
be seen at a glance by aegregatlng the 
words as tallows: "Ye cannot Berve 
the Lord." "'f' "ye aerve atl1Ulge gods." 

This doctrine II exactly the l!&IDa as 
JesuB taught when he said "Ye cannot 
serve God and Mammon." (Katt. 8: 
MJ . 

Ve ..... 21. The people again InolBt on 
their determination to serve the ,Lord. 

Verses 22·25. As visible evidence of 
their sincerity J08bua demands they 
put away the strange gods. They 
agreed and then he made a covenant 
to that etrect with them. 

Versea 26·28. Ot course thIs cove­
nant was a special agreement between 
the people and Jaahua and attested by 
recording In a book and by erecting a 
stone or pUlar. Upon the conclusion 
ot this agreement the assembly was 
dlsmi88ed and the people returned to 
their various possessions. 

Verses 29, 30. Some time after the 
events ot the preceding paragrapb the 
t1me came tor Joahu& to die. He was 
110 years old at death. His burial 
took place In the spot having been 
assigned to him. (ch. 19: 50.) 

Verse 31. The main thought we 
may get rrom thiB verse 18 that people 
seem to need the immediate Inl1uence 
or teachers and leaders to keep them 
In Une. Hence, it can be understood 
why God has alwa)"B had some 'law­
tul representaUve betweeD him and 
his people, in aU ot the Dispensations. 

Verse 32. The request made by 
Joseph Is recorded In Gen. 50: 25 and 
is here being fuUUled. Paul reters 
to this Bubject In Heb. 11: 22. 

Verse 33. High Priests served until 
death. (Num. 35: 25.) Now that 
EleazaT Is dead his son, Phlnehas, will 
serve in hiB ltead. 

.JUDGES 1 
General remarks: On numerous occa· 

sions the chJldren or Israel were told 
that God would give them success over 
the nations then occupying the land 
they were to p08lle8l. That promise 
was based on the condition that no 
mixing would be done with those idol­
atrous people. Persistent opposition 
against them must be maintained and 
no covenants were to be made. God 
would not do all ot the work miracu­
lously. but they must cooperate by 
fighting the enemy. It was also atated 
to them that If they failed to do their 
duty along this Une, the nations would 
be suffered to remain in the land to 
become thorna and peats to them. This 
warning was overlooked and the chil­
dren ot Israel allowed the heathen na­
tions to remaln in the land. True to 
his warning, the Lord used these 
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heathen tribes as tnatrumenta or chas­
tisement for his people. He would per· 
mit them to tall under the OppreasiOD 
of some one or more of these nations 
and they would be thus penalized ;for 
a time. When the punishment had 
gone as long as God deemed w1ee he 
would raise up some man amoDg the 
Israelites to champion their Interests. 
That maD would be empowered to wage 
batUe or other form of opposition and 
rescue them from their oppreaaor. He 
would rule and lead them tor a period 
until they got toOD their teet" 80 to 
epeak. Soon they would torget the 
Lord and It would be necesaary again 
to let them fall Into the hando of an 
oppressor nation. and again some one 
would need to be raised up to deUver 
them. This kind of national experi­
ence went on for 460 years according 
to Paul In Acts 13: 20. The men thus 
raised up to deliver the chUdren of 
Israel were called "Judges," The book 
we are now beginning to study lJ the 
history of this period and hence the 
name used as title of the book. 

Verses 1-4. See comments at Josh. 
13: 1 tor I1gbt on this passage. The 
"battle of occupation" is now betore 
the children of Israel and that fa why 
they ask for special Instructions (rom 
God. The means of communication be­
tween the Lord and the people does not 
appear here. The priests were 8Ul' 
posed to act in 8uch capacity. For this 
information see Mal. 2: 7 ; Lev. 10: 
11: Deut. 17: 9. We have previously 
seen that Simeon had his possession 
allotted to bim out of the territory 
originally assigned to Judah. (Joeh. 
19: 1·9.) In harmony with that It I. 
here atated that Judah called upon 
SJmeon to join him In tbta action, 
for occupying their joint lot 

Verses 6. 6. The treatment here 
given this wicked king was In reprisal 
for the way he treated others. as will 
soon be seen. 

Veree 7. This wicked man had taken 
10 kings into his grasp. It should have 
been understood by him that captives 
deserved to be treated humanely. He 
had been cruel to them and had mu­
tilated them .. described. Not only 
this. but Instead of feeding them even 
in an ordinary manner he compelled 
them to 1lD.d their sustenance by gath­
ering (gleaning in the margin) what 
they could under the table ot their 
captor. When he was given a like 
treatment &8 to his body. he under­
stood the reason and stated it so. After 
thlB, he succumbed at the headquarters 
of hla captors. 

Verse 8. This verse accounts tor the 
statement at close of preceding one. 

Vers.. 9·11. The tribe of Judah 
is proceeding to carry out the actions 
ot occupation and this paragraph is a 
mentlon ot some of the particular spots 
they attacked. 

Verse. 12·16. Some of the history of 
those Umes was somewhat distributed 
without atrlct regard tor chronological 
order. Thua the events of this para· 
graph \lave been already recorded in 
JOSh. 15: 16-19 which see. 

Verse 16. The father-in·law of Moses 
was a Mldlanite as to his general 
blood. But the Kenites were a smaller 
unit ot that race hence the mentlon 
ot the name here. These people were 
more or leBS associated with the chilo 
dren ot Iarael all along on account ot 
the friendUness that had been shown 
God·s people by their common ancestor. 
The city ot palm trees was Jericho. 
(Deut. 34: 3.) 

Verses 17. 18. Judah and Simeon 
are alUes in the work of occupation 
and thus are here said to have at· 
tacked these cities located among the 
Canaanites and Philistines. 

Verse 19. It is generally understood 
that God's power is unlimited as tar 
88 ability Is concerned. He was sup.. 
posed to assist the Israelites in over­
coming their enemies. Then why was 
there an apparent failure in one place 
on account of 80me human obs tacle! 
This must be explained by considera· 
tion of the condition on Which God 
promised to help his people overcome. 
See general remarks at beginning of 
this chapter. Since the obedience of 
his people was partial. God's belp 
would be partial · only and thus the 
Israelites would be the ones Umited. 
not the Lord. To illustrate. should a 
father penaUze a wayward SOn by cut­
ting down on his allowance, then the 
son would be Umited in the purchaaing 
power he would have. Things desired 
that cost more than others would have 
to be done without. So here. since the 
help God extended to the people was 
cut down OD account ot their lack of 
full obedlen .... they would be unable to 
overcome the enemIes who were the 
best fortilled. 

Verse 20. Hebron was a desirable 
site and bad been given to Caleb. 
(Num. 14: 24.) Like the others. he 
must occupy it. The sons ot Anak 
were giants' sons and would be strong 
foes. but there 1s no indication of 
failure. All this agree. with the state­
ments In preceding verse, for Caleb 
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..... hol1)"" fo\lewedtbe Lord and hence 
the help given him from the Lord 
would be complete. 

Verse 21. See general remarks at 
beginning of this chap.ter and those 
at verse 19. 

Verses 22, 23. "To descry" means 
"to spy out." Before taking this place 
the men of Joseph's descendants sent 
spies to learn the cond! tiona. 

Verses 2{·26. Most of tbe important 
cities were walled against invasion. 
Therefore It would be an advantage to 
find Borne secret way of entrance. The 
spies here saw a man emerging from 
the city and would know he under~ 
stood the conditions. On promise of 
personal liberty he gave them infor­
mation which led to the overthrow of 
the city. True to their promise they 
let the informant go and be went to 
the community of the Hittites and 
buUt a city which he called Luz. We 
will remember this was the original 
name of the city of Bethel, from which 
this man was now expened~ 

Verses 27. 28. For explanation see 
general remarks at beginning of the 
chapter and the ones at verse 19. 

Verses 29·36. Allot these verses are 
here grouped into ODe paragraph be­
cause the exvlanation of the whole 
passage Is to be found as above. The 
general remarks at beginning of the 
chapter and at verse 19 should be care· 
fully read In connection with this. 

JUDGES Z 
Verse 1. Bochim was a town not tar 

north of Gilgal and got its name froin 
the circumstance of weeping recorded 
below. The statement is bere made of 
God that be would never break his 
covenant with the people. As already 
learned many times, that covenant was 
based on their obedience to the Lord's 
requirements. It these are disobeyed 
then the covenant would automatically 
be void. 

Verse 2. The requirements men­
tioned were that they make no league 
with the inhabitants of the country. 
Tbey must throw down the idolatrous 
altars and have nothing to do with the 
evil practices. But they had not obeyed 
the commands of the Lord and were 
not able to give satisfactory explana­
tion of their disobedience. 

Verse 3. Because of this disobedi­
ence God will carry out his warn­
ing to let the heatben remain as 
snares to his people, to punish or 
oppress them. 

.Ve ...... '. ·6. UI>On hearlng thla &ad 
announcement trom the angel t~e pe0-
ple fell to weeping. The word "Boehim" 
is from a Hebrew word that means 
"the weepers," and hence, the name 
applied to this place. The immediate 
eirect as to actions upon the people 
now was to otter & sacrifice to God. 
Whatever favorable acceptance ' thls 
tardy action may have had at bands of 
God, it did not change the grand de­
cision to penalize the nation for their 
general attitude at disobedience so 
long practiced. 

Verses 6-9. This Is another one of 
the passages out ot chronological order. 
See Josh. 24; 28·31. 

Verse 10. This verse is also a re­
flection on the conduct of the people 
after the death of Joshua and the 
elders who outlived him. It is another 
statement as an iQ,troduction to the 
general history about to be started. 

Verses 11-13. Baalim, Baa', A.1ita­
roth. As critical explanation of these 
words I shall quote definitions from 
the lexicographers: "Baal, Baalim. The 
chief male deity of the Phoenicians 
and Canaanites, as Ashtoreth was their 
chief female deity. Both these names 
have the peeuUllrity ot being used in 
the plural."-Young. "Baal, a Phoe­
nician deity: Baal. (plural) BaaUm."­
Strong. In proportion as the Israelites 
served these beathen deities they for· 
sook the true God, This again Is ac­
cording to the teaching of Jesus in 
Matt. 6: 24. This idolatrous conduct or 
the Israelttes led them into disobedl· 
ence of the commandments of God 
which brought them the divine judg­
ments extending into final downfall of 
the nation. 

Verse 14. A spaller Is one wbo takes 
trom another bis chief possessions. 
ThuB these idolatrous nations took 
from the children of Israel their 
property and fruits of their fields and 
other labors. 

Verse 15. Evil. This does not always 
nor even usuallY mean bad morally. 
It is from BAlI and defined by Strong 
"bad or (as noun) evil (naturally or 
morally)." The word has been reno 
dered in the A.V. by adversity, amic­
Uon, calamity, distress, grief, hurt 
misery. sorrow and others. God never 
entices man into sin but he does some­
times visit affliction on h im in the 
days at special providence, as a punlsh­
ment. 

Verse 16. As proof that God did not 
brJng these afflictions on his people in 
the spirit of spite or bate he raised 
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up judges to dellver them, after they 
had' received the necessary amount of 
punishment. 

Verse 17. SomeUmea even the Judges 
bad dimculty In getUng the people to 
refofm, They wece bent on following 
after the gods of the enemy nations 
around them. When immorality is 
used figuratively Jt means the worship 
or false gods. Hence this verse says 
the people went a whoring, or )usUng, 
atter otner gods. 

Verse 18. The Lord 'WQ.8 'W"ith the 
judge. This prOves that when we read 
later in this book about the judges 
and their teachings and conduct of the 
s ituations It Is the Lord inspiring tbe 
movements. That does not mean that 
nODe of the judges did any wrong or 
that everything Wlthout exception was 
favored by tbe Lord, VVben that was 
the case the situation will not be left 
without indicating plainly to the 
reader the fact. It repentecl the Lord-. 
One item is always in the word "re­
pen"," whether referring to God or 
man, and that 1s "change." Unless a 
change has been made, the word re­
pent cannot be properly used. There­
fore when man repents he must change 
hts wrong conduct, to right. When 
God repents he changes some condi­
tion or some plan or prediction that 
he . had made. In this case, alter the 
children of Israel had been punished 
enough, God would change their af­
flicted condition Into a more agreeable 
one. 

Verse 19 . . The frequent backslidings 
of the children of Israel, followed by 
the mercy of God. make up the book 
of Judges and thiS verse 1& thua a brief 
preface. 

Verses 20-23. The preface suggested 
in preceding verse is extended in this 
paragraph and outlines the general 
national history to be delineated in 
the followinc pages. 

JUDGES 3 
Verses 1, Z. Many of the Israelites 

who had been engaged in war with 
the people of Canaan are dead now. 
Those wars had been for the purpose 
of dispossessing them of their usurpa­
tion of the promJsed land and also to 
destroy their Idolatry. The history of 
that period was written in a book and 
was open to the information of the 
later generations. They should there­
fore have profited thereby and been led 
to serve the Lord. But the lessons 
were otten unheeded by them, so it 
was necessary to U88 the remaining 

heathen 81 rods of chastisement tor 
them. Bence the words of this vel'H. 

Vers .. 3, 4. Thill paragraph ill & Can· 
eraI listing of the enemy natioIl8 lett 
to try or "prove" the Israelites. 

Verses 6. 6. This more closely speci­
fies the trihes or clans of the heatben 
nations infesting the land. The people 
of God not only mixed their WOrShip 
with that of the heathen. but also 
mixed their blood by their marriages. 
It was then, as it always has been and 
always will be, that when God's people 
marry into those not his people, much 
trouble results. The social and lIeshly 
interests created in the marriage rela­
tion often outrun those at spirituality. 
Therefore, it Is extremely dangerous 
to say the - least. for 8uch intermar­
riages to be practiced. 

Verse 7. It Is there, and many Umes 
elsewhere, said that the people served 
the groves. Sometimes the same idea 
is worded by simple reference to trees 
or oaks, etc. This 18 because idolatrous 
nations so generally erected thetr 
altars and idol temples in the groves 
or near some prominent tree, that the 
system ot idolatrous worship was iden­
tified in literature by the mere men~ 
tion at these objeets in nature. Some­
times in this day we hear people try­
ing to connect the physical fact of a 
tree used for ornamental or mechan­
ical purposes with the heathen wor­
ship. The conditions of mankind in 
the general ways of Ufe are so changed 
that the comparison Is entirely fanci­
ful. It Is as much ott the subject as to 
forbid Christians eating certain ani­
mals today, because God at one Ume 
forbade such food to be eaten. We 
know that such restrictions are con­
demned by the N.T. (Col. 2: 16~) 

Verse 8. It is worth while to keep 
a tabulation of the years mentioned In 
this book related to the period of the 
judges. Thus in thls verse we note 8 
years stated.. Thla time the people 
were deUvered into the hands of the 
Mesopotamian king. 

Verses 9-11. The judge raised to 
power against this enemy king was 
the son of Kenaz, brother of Caleb. 
We read about him In Ch. 1: 13. He 
had already proved bis courage In 
battle in the matter ot securing a wife. 
Now he Is helped by the Lord In hi. 
aggression against Chushan. This state 
ot relict. lasted 40 'years. (Another 
place to mark.) 

Verses 12-14.. Atter a period of torty 
years the children of Israel broke over 
from their reformation and aga1D did 
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evil. which called lor another chaatl8e­
manL This time the 1Ilstrument of 
God's wrath came from the other side 
of Jordan. The descendants of Lot, Mo­
abites and Ammonites, together with 
the Amelekltes all rallied to the sup· 
POrt of the Moabite king, Eglon, and 
came against them. ThlB oppression 
lasted 18 years. 

Verse 16. Once more the people ot 
God. turned to him in their distress 
and once more be was moved with com~ 
passion toward them. The deliverer 
this time was Ehnd. 01 the tribe 01 
Benjamin. He waa lelthanded. ThIs 
does not mean merely that his habits 
of Ufe were to use the lett band In· 
stead of the righL The original Ian· 
guage here indicates that something 
had deprived him, or at least hindered 
him in his use of the right. 

Verse 16. This dagger waa about 18 
inches long. Whether be personally 
knew the physical size of his enemy 
we do not know, but the event will 
show that he did wisely In making 
this weapon of Buch a length. 

Verses 17, 18. The word translated 
"present" alao means tribute. It was a 
familiar custom In old times to express 
one·8 recognition of another, especially 
a king or other person of dignity, by 
making a present. Not for the mate­
rial value of the thing presented but 
as a token of regard. By using this 
custom Ehud obtained admissIon to 
the presence of this king. The usages 
of war which are unlveraally per­
mUted, made it rulable for Ehud to act 
as he did here. After the formanUes 
ot greeting bad been performed the 
attendants were sent away. 

Verse 19. The word "quarries" is 80 
rendered because of its relation In 
thought to stone whIch comes from 
such places in the earth. The original 
really means a carved image and is 
here used with reference to the idols 
carved from stone that had been ob­
tained from the quarrIes. Baving fin­
ished the ImmedIate business of greet­
ing the king and dlsmiBBlng the atten­
dants. Ehud takes a little time look· 
ing over tbe situation and viewing 
these idols. NOW, he turns from them 
again and addresses hImself to the 
king, announcing that he has a cond­
dential message to give him. In respect 
for his announcement the Moabite king 
indicated to those present to keep BUll. 
On this order they lett the presence of 
the two men. 

Verse 20. This summer parlour was 
a kind of comfort-room used for the 

general purpose or resting and cooling 
o.rr. which contained prov1stons for ear­
ing for the requirements of the body. 
It was uBually ·open and acces81ble to 
the public 8.8 to its material form but 
would be respected when occupied by 
a dignitary. Ebud now coroM to the 
king at Moab as he was sittJng In this 
apartment. He states that be baa a 
message from God.. This was another 
m1litary actton, at which the king 
arose. 

Verses 21. 22. Ehud thrust the dag· 
ger Into the body 01 the king with 
.ueh loree that the handle went In 
atter the blade. Being a fat man with 
thick abdomen the flesh would have 
great pressure. It thus closed in upon 
the weapon and held it. Ot course 
this wound would pierce through the 
intestines and cause great disturbance 
in that part of the body and force the 
excretions to be dIscharged. 

Verse 23. By locking the doors of 
this parlor it would give it the appear­
ance of being now used for prIvacy. 
This would give Ehud time to escape 
whIle the true state of atrairs was be­
jng discovered. 

Verse 24. It had the desired efteet. 
Covereth his feet. This is rendered. In 
the margin "doeth his easement.·· In 
other words, they Bupposed he was an­
swering the calla of nature and hence 
did not feel disposed to intrude upon 
bis privacy. 

Verse 25. They waited 80 long, that 
at last they concluded their Impression 
was · wrong and they felt that an un­
usual delay had been caused. After con­
cluding thus, they secured a key and 
opened the place. DOing this they 
found their lord dead. 

Verse 26. As stated in verse 2. thts 
plan of Ehud had the effect he BOught. 
As the people were passing tbtB time 
learning the true state of a1falra, be 
had escape from their sight, passed 
beyond the quarries or images, and 
reached the place Seirath. 

Verse 27. It will be well for us to 
keep our "bearings" 88 to the locatton 
of the actlons of which we have been 
reading. Moab was just east at Pales­
tine, across the Jordan. The :Moabites 
had. extended their oppressIon at Israel 
from their headquarters. That made 
it necessary for the Israelite judge to 
invade thelr territory and attack the 
klng In his palace. That was accom· 
plished. and the judge escaped and 
came back into bis own countrr as 
seen in preceding verse. Here be i8 
reported blowing a trumpet to call 



--------------........ .,..-.....,. ....... "" .. '''" 

Judges 3: 28-4: 12 341:_ 

attention of his people. Mount Eph· 
ralm was the DBme of a general terri· 
tory in the southwest of Palestine. 

Verse 28. Ehud now called tor bls 
people to tonow him that they might 
complete the victory over the Moabltes 
already begun In the slaying of their 
king. In pursuance of this plan, they 
seize the tords ot the Jordan to pre­
vent the escape of any of tbe men of 
Moab. 

Verse 29. The populace of Moab gen­
erally speaking did not Buft'er death In 
this action, tor tbe race 8S a whole 
existed afWrward. But of the special 
classes, the lusty or fat meD (those 
like their king, verse 17) and the men 
of valour, DOt a man escaped. because 
the furda bad been taken by the Israel· 
ites. 

Verse 30. Thill Is another numeral 
to mark. Fourscore years ot peace 
passed. 

Ve,... 31. Very IttUe Is saId of this 
period and no term of years meo­
tioned. We therefore must understand 
it to have been a local sltuatlon that 
dId not atteet the history ot the coun­
try as a whole. 

JUDGES. 
Verses I, 2. HIstory Is rep<latlng It· 

selt again. Alter the oppression had 
been Quelled and peace was enjoyed 
tor a time, the children of Israel again 
forgot God and did evil. This time 
the chastisement came through the 
Canaanlte king, Jabtn. The man who 
commanded hia mUltary forces was 
Sisera, so that whatever operations 
will be necessary In the work of de­
liveranCe must be directed against this 
man. 

Verse 3. This verse supplies the 
term ot the ·oppression, twenty years. 
And the rigor of the oppression ia in· 
dlcated by the fact that Slsera hod 
almost a thousand iron chariots. This 
means war chariots. Thls terrible op­
pressIon brought the cries ot the chil· 
dren of Israel to the Lord. 

Verse.. The judge at this time was 
Deborah. But she bad also been aerv· 
ing God's people In another capacity, 
that of a propbetesa. Prophete8l. Tbis 
is from ImBIY All and de1!ned "feminine 
of NABIY; a propbetes8 or (generally) 
inspired woman; by implication a poet­
ess; by asSOCiation a prophet's wife." 
-Strong. J u II fI e 4. This is from 
SIIAPHAT and defined "a primItive 
root; to judge, 1. e., pronounce sen­
tence (for or agaInst); by Implication 

to vindicate or punish; by extension 
to govern; paaal ... ly to IIUgale (liler­
ally OT l!guraUvely) ." - Strong. We 
know that tn the New Teatament a 
woman Is not permitted to teach au· 
thoritatlvely. But stnce thls woman 
Willi insplTed she would be qua!llIed to 
teach or do anytblng else that God 
wished to have done. 

Verse 6. The children of Iarael 
would bave good reason to rely on 
Deborah tor judgment in view ot her 
qualifications as Been In precedIng 
verse. 

Verse 6. While Deborah was quail· 
fied for the work of judge she dId not 
propose taking active charge of the 
mtlUary operations. Hence abe called 
into that duty and charge, Barak. And 
sbe did not aBBume the role of dic­
tator as a human commander but in­
tormed him that uGod of Israel com· 
manded.. oJ On tbls order sbe directed 
him to mobtltze ten thousand men or 
the tribe. of Naphtall and Zebulun. 

Ve,... 1. WhIle Deborah Is the 
mouthpiece we should bear In mind 
that it was God who was to cause 
Sisera to be drawn out into the d~ 
sired place of the battle. 

Verse 8. Since Deborab was an In­
spired woman it was natural for Barak 
to desire her cooperation in the great 
movement before them. It was on con­
dition she go with him, that he agreed 
to take over this . command. 

Verse 9. Deborah agreed to go, but 
she warned Barak that the honor of 
the campaign would go to a woman, 
as a result of the capture of the leader 
of the enemy forces. The purpose of 
predicting this Is not stated. The 
reader can see without any specula­
tion that Barak was UIlBelftsh and 
10Ya!. Although he Willi Infonned be­
forehand by this inspJred. woman that 
he would not receJve the honor of the 
success,· he proeeed.s to carry out faIth· 
tully his charge. 

Verse 10. Barak ealled tor the men 
according to the Instructions of De­
borah and to&,ether with her they went 
up to the territory of the actton. 

Verse 11. In Ch. 1: 16 thl. Heber 
was given friendly farewell by the 
IsraeUtes and he went to dwell among 
his people. In the present verse he 
has severed his aeaociatfon with them 
and was residing In the vicinity of 
the operations about to take place. 

Verse 12. The ReniteB now showed 
theIr sympathy .for the CanaanItes by 
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giving ihformatton to Sisera about the 
movements at his enemy. 

Verse 13. Acting upon the advice 
from the Kenltes, Siaera mustered a 
mighty force of Iron chariots and pe0-

ple and J!l8rched to .the attack. 
Verse U. Here we can see an ad­

vantage at having Deborah along with 
the army at Barak. Speaking by tn­
splration she not only could instruct 
him'to move forward but could predict 
the complete victory. Barak thus ad­
vanced with ten thousand men. 
. . Verse 15. The attack resulted in the 

com:plete overthrow of Sisera's forces. 
He, like a cowardly leader, fled trom 
his chariot and escaped on foot. While 
he thus made bls escape from the heat 
of the battle he was not destined to 
escape finally. 
. Verse 16. In the meantime Barak 

1s pursuing his , victory until he bas 
destroyed the last man among his en­
emlee, except Sisera. 

.Verse 17; In verse 11 we learned 
that Heber had become the friend of 
this king of the Canaanites who waa 
now fn war with the Israelites. There­
t.ore. Steera considered It a sate place 
or hiding to « .. Into his vicinity. Be­
Ing confident In his safety he comes 
to the tent or the Kenlte himself. 

Verse 18. This Is not the first time 
that God used a supposed enemy to 
carry out some projed favorable to his 
people. So In the present case, this 
friend of the enemy of God will be 
ueed to overthrow that enemy. Thus, 
In the manner of mn~tary procedure 
the wife of the Kenlte invited Sleera 
to enter her tent, and even gives him 
false assurance or safety. 

Verse 19. Being encouraged by this 
assurance, he asks for a drink of 
water. In response to the request the 
woman gave him mUk and butter. 
(Ch. 6: 25.) 

Verse 20. Stsera was now fully as· 
sured of Ws safety. With such 8 feel· 
tng of security he requested his hostess 
to direct all passing inquirers to go on 
because there was no man In the tent. 
There Is no report at her reply to this 
request or whether she made any reply. 
However, Steera then gave way to 
sleep of exbaustion. 

Verse 21. We would ordinarily not 
think of a ,nal1 as being long enough 
to reach through a man's head, much 
less to go , on Into the ground far 
enough to become a flIed stake as It 
did here. But the wOJ;d "naU" is from 
YATBED and defined "from an unused 

root meaning to pin through or fast: 
a peg,"-Strong. The word elsewhere 
has been rendered In the A.V. by pad· 
dIe, pin, stake. Hence we see it was 
one of the stakea used to tasten a tent 
that was used In this case. That shows 
how he was held faat to the place. His 
bead WaB Impaled to the ground even 
as the cord at a tent would be thus 
fastened. Since a hammer could be an 
instrument of any Indefinite dlmen· 
sions or weight. and also since tn this 
case a tent stake was used, we must 
conclude that the hammer the woman 
used was the kind used to fasten a tent 
cord. As the man was In a deep sleep 
from his exhaustion of both body and 
mind, that would gl ve her an oppor· 
tunity for making the proper aim and 
location on his head to direct the 
stroke. Above aU these natura] con­
siderations, the fact that God was In 
this act (verse 9) would explain her 
success in directing tbis stroke. The 
simple statement "so he died," leaves 
out any partIculars ot the Incident. 
They w11l be considered In verse 21 of 
next chapter. 

Verse 22. Barak had been following 
up his chase of Sisera, and Jae) was 
watching for bim. As he came. in 
slgbt she went out and invited blm to 
her. H(> came at her Invitation and 
found the leader of his enemy fastened 
to the ground, dead. 

Verses 23, 24. The military successes 
recorded In this chapter are here 
ascribed to God. The children at terael 
needed punishment and these Canaan· 
ites were the Instrument In the Lord's 
hands for the chastisement. The mo­
tives of these Instruments were always 
disrespectful to God and hence be al· 
ways returned the punishment upon 
them. 

JUDGES 5 
Verse 1. The original word for 

"sang" Is deOned tn the lexicon as 
"sing. n This la an Engllsb word and 
tbe same is deOned by Webster 8S tol­
lows: "5. To relate or ceJebrate some­
thing in poetry." Poetry is described 
in English definittons aa "beautIful or 
high thougbt," etc. Therefore. a song 
need not always be expressed by musi. 
caJ tones. Ne1ther does it require to 
be expressed in rhyme, since poetry 
does not always have such a character. 
Istlc. The composition expressed by 
Deborah and Barak. bas all of the Qual. 
Itles of song as deftned here. 

VerBe 2. Note the significant Idea 
that God avenged his people when 
they willingly oaered themselves. That 
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was a condition previously placed with 
the promises. 

Verse 3. Deborah being the inspired 
person tn this duet, it would be appro­
priate tor her to use the first person 
singular as seen in this verse. 

Verse 4. Selr, which is Edom, is 
mentioned simply as ODe of the loca­
tiODS where the Lord bad shown his 
mlght_ 

Verse 6. The majesty of monntains 
in nature is called to our attention in 
connection with God's majesty and the 
awe·inspiring eftect of his presence. 

Verse 6. Conditions were so oppres­
sive that public travel was largely shut 
oft. The Dames mentioned in this 
verse point out some ot the Urnes when 
tbis suppressed activitY of travel was 
present. 

Verse 7. These condltioDs had con· 
tlnued in Israel up to the time of Deb­
orah. It Is pleasing to read the title 
she takes to herself. No boasting of 
her official post, or of her inspiration. 
Sbe Is presented as a mother in Israel. 
This Is a dignified, but gracious, ex­
preMion of relationship. 

Verse 8. The chlldren of Israel 
chose these new gods. They were the 
gods of the nations about them. The 
choosing ot these gods brought the 
wrath at God and the war with these 
same Idolatrous nations. The war was 
made more bitter to the people of God 
by the absence of war materials made 
scarce by the enemy. (1 Sam. 13: 19, 
22.) 

Verse 9. At all times there were 
men among the children of Israel who 
were moved with faith In God and in­
terest in the general welfare. As an 
instance, her colleague Barak, who 
was her chief omcer in the contlict just 
ended. 

Verses 10, 11. Riding on white asses 
indicated some prominence, and sit­
ting in judgment denoted importance. 
All 8ucb were indebted to God for their 
deUverance from the foe. These are 
all exhorted to "speak" or meditate on 
the good fortune now turned toward 
them. To go down to the gate indi­
cated a condition of peace whereas a 
state of war would have caused them 
to shrink back into the recesses of the 
city, for fear of the enemy at the gate. 

Verse 12. This verse Is in the forni 
of rejoicing over their joint Victory In 
the fight against their common enemy. 
The heathen who had been holding the 
people of God in captivity are now 
taken captive by Deborah and Barak. 

Verse 13. The Lord is the antece­
dent of "he," and Is the one who gave 
Deborah and Barak their dominion 
over the enemy. 

Verses 14, 15. This paragraph is an 
acknowledgment of various ones asso­
ciated with Deborah in the operations 
against the enemy. 

Verses 16-18. The general state of 
anxiety, alternatlng with conditions of 
unrest. 18 here reterred to by the 
prophetess. 

Verse 19. This verse is a statement 
that was true from two standpOints. 
The kings of the nations did Dot gain 
anything finally by the war. Also the 
people of God were interested In de­
livering their nation from the foe and 
fought for that purpose, not for the 
sake of obtaining money. 

Verse 20. The "stars" were the lead­
ing men among the peopie, otherwise 
called princes. Just as a leading player 
or actor Is ealled a star, so these men 
were also. 

Verses 21, 22. The river of Klsbon 
was the spot used 8S the encounter 
(Ch. 4: 7) . Here the forces were over­
thrown, Including the horse and his 
rider. 

Verse 23. Meroz was a place Deaf the 
river where the issue was joined with 
the enemy. The people of thIs place 
refused to jotn tn the fight against the 
common foe, hence Deborah was tn­
structed to curse its inhabitants. Re­
fusing to fight and work with God's 
people Is the same as fighting against 
them. (Matt. 12: 30.) 

Verse 24. Although Jael was sup­
posed to be one of the enemy's forces 
yet she came to the servIce of God's 
people and now she receives the bless­
ing of (J()d'e. prophetess. This is simi­
lar in principie to the case of Rahab. 
(Josh. 6: 25; Heb. 11: 31.) 

Verses 25. 26. This paragraph re­
lates the event that entitled Jael to the 
praise of the preceding one. Smiting 
oft the head of Sisera is figurative. of 
course, since bis head was not actually 
cut off. His destruction was accom­
pUsbed by driving the tent stake 
through his temples. 

Verse 27. This is the verse that Is 
charged by the toes of the Bible with 
being a contradiction of Ch. 4: 21. 
they say that if he fell down at her 
feet then he was not killed as reported 
in the tormer account. A more crttlcal . 
study or the language will make it not 
only agreeable but very plain and evi­
dent. The word "lell" Is tram a word 
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that 18 translated "die" elsewhere. 
The word "bowed" J8 also dedned by 
Strong as "sink" and in the R.V., It 
says be "swooned and died," fiAt ber 
teet" is. rendered in the margin as 
"between her feet." Now the whole 
event Is plain. The woman found the 
man In a deep sleep. She wishes to 
make every surety at her action. Tak­
ing a tent stake in her left hand and 
the heavy hammer In the right, she 
takes a POSItion straight over him by 
placing one toot on each side of bis 
body. Then with ODe mighty stroke 
3he drives tbe stake through bis head 
ond Into the ground. So vital was the 
place where tbe lIlBtrument was driven 
that the man swooned and died here 
between her feet just as the verse 
indicates. 

Verse 28. Whether her inspiration 
enabled ber to report a Uteral action 
of this woman we know not. It could 
be a statement based on the obvious 
behaviour of the mother of the m1J1~ 
tary leader. It would be perfectly nat~ 
ural tor ODe woman to exult over the 
misfortune of another woman. Espe­
cially would this be true in a case 
where the exulting woman was on the 
righteous side of an i86ue. 

Verse 29. This is another picture 
true to nature. The long delay of her 
son in showing up lett no doubt In her 
mind, or those of her ladies as to the 
explanatton. 

Verse 30. This statement Is in con· 
tradIctton of the facts and of what the 
mother of Slsera really believed. The 
wish was tather of the thought. So 
that in the desperation of her mind 
she paints a pIcture ot her son's con­
quests when she had very much as­
surance that the battle of her people 
had been J08t. 

Verse 31. This verse expresses the 
good. wishes of Deborah and Barak for 
the people of God, and Is a statement 
upon the chronology of the Umes of 
rest. 

1UDGES 6 
Verse 1. Tbe Mldlanites were the 

next Instrument In the hand of God 
for the chastisement of his people. and 
these people atrllcted them seven years. 

Verse 2. These dens and caves are 
referred to by Paul in Beb. 11: 38. 

Verse 3. The Mldlanites and Amal­
ekites had long been enemies of God's 
people and the children of the east 
were the beathen nations in general 
who were located in that terrItory 
east ot the Jordan. They aI!llcted the 

Israelites especially by destro)'lng their 
crops. 

Ver ... 4·8. Although these ol>P ...... 
SOrB were Uving east of the Jordan. 
they entered the territory of the Israel­
i tes to destroy their crops. The de­
struction was very general and made 
J)088lbJe by the vaat numbers of their 
people. 

Verses 7·10. God always beard the 
cries of his people. But be frequently 
gave them severe cbastisements tor 
their evU doIngs. Here he reminds 
them of the former deliverances be 
bad wrought for them, beginning with 
the terrible 8%perlences in Egypt. They 
were reminded that warning had been 
given them not to give any attention 
to the go~s of the Amorltes. They had 
not obeyed tbe voice of God. Thus, a 
prophet of God reproved them for their 
sinfulness even though God intends to 
come to their rescue again as he has 
done before. 

Verse 11. In preparation for the 
next judgeship an angel fs sent into 
the vicinity of a man named Joash. 
This man waa an Idolator (v. 25). but 
had a SOD whom the Lord wished to 
use as the next Judge. Tbia BOn's name 
was Gideon and be recognized · the 
Lord. He had telt the weight ot the 
oppression of the MldtanUes on ac­
count of hIs dItftculty In retaining the 
products of the tleld. Thre&A.ed wheat 
by 'the -winepreu. The R.V. says he 
was beating out the wbeat in the wine­
press. This was a vat commonly used 
to hold the grapes whlle being pressed 
tor extraction of the Juice. Wine was 
not considered as much of a , necessity 
as wheat and hence would not be as 
tiable to be conftscated as wheat. 
Hence Gideon was disguising his real 
work by doing this hand threshing ot 
the wheat in this vat. This would mis­
lead the Mldlanlte •. 

Verse 12. No charge Is .tandlng 
against Gideon personally, and thus 
the angel gives him a favorable greet­
Ing. He also .... ures him that God Is 
with him. 

Verse 13. Although Gideon person· 
ally was a brave man and true to God, 
yet he was being made to abare with 
his brethren in the misfortunes befaU­
Ing them at the handa ot the Mldlan· 
Ites. He complatns and wonders why 
so mucb evil bad come upon the pe0-
ple It God otlll regarded his people. 
Gideon bad not yet learned. the lesson 
of God's manner of dealing with a 
nation. The righteous life of a man 
or a few men C&llD.ot always head ott 
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a punishment due the nation as a 
whole. That sad lesaon W88 one the 
naUon had to learn to their great sor­
row later, In the t1mee ot the national 
captivity. 

Vene 14. No detailed answer is 
given to the complaining inquiry of 
Gideon, but he is given assurance that 
his people will be delivered, al80 that 
he is to be the instrument in God's 
hands tor the deliverance. 

Verae 16. Thinking ot mere human 
strength, Gideon cannot understand 
how a man ot humble means and lowly 
standing would be able tor 80 impor.­
tant a work. 

Verae 16. This verse Is an indefinite 
guarantee that be would succeed ba-. 
cause the Lord would be With him, but 
no particulars are t;iven as yet. 

Verses 17, 18. Some people might call 
Gideon another "doubUng Thomas.." 
But it Is Dot a bad trait to be unwill­
inc: to accept a fundamental declara­
tion without some evidence of author­
Ity. It would be a good thing If all 
people were more careful along this 
line than they are. They would not be 
80 free to accept JUBt any k1nd of ap­
proach without & caretu1investlgaUon. 
Joshua might have been saved the 
humutaUon In the affair of the Glbeon· 
Ites had he investigated. (Josh. 9: H .) 
Request i8 made for time to procure 
an otreriog to be used on the occasion 
and the request is granted. Tbis meat 
offering was to be in the way of a pre&­
ent which was one or: the customs in 
old times. Recogn1tion or: a dignitary 
of any kind waa otten expressed by a 
"present." 

Verse 19. Acting solely in the man· 
ner of thia cuatom of respect. Gideon 
came with the ottering all ready for 
the use of the angel. 

Verse 20. Instead of using the offer· 
ing as food. the angel directed. Gideon 
to place the articles on the rock near 
by and to pour out the broth. 

Verse 21. Gideon bad asked for a 
sign by way of evidence that he was 
to be used 88 an instrument in the 
band of God. This transaction an­
swered bis requesl 

Verses 22, 23. Had Gideon realised 
before this moment that it was an 
angel of the Lord he might not have 
thought of providing literal food. This 
was ODe of the instances referred to 
in Beb. 13: 1. Wben the truth was 
evident to him he was overcome with 
surprise and awe and felt doubtful of 
the outeome. His humility made him 

feel unlit to be. present with an angel 
of God and he expressed that feeling 
in words. Be was given the comfort· 
Ing assurance that no harm would 
come to hIm here. 

Verae 24. As .. token of hIa loy and 
reverence for God, an altar was buUt 
by Gideon. It was an altar in the way 
of a memorial and was named by a 
word meaning "peace." 

Verse 26. The first act Gideon was 
commanded to do" in his work of re­
form and destruction of the enemy was 
to con4scat.e the animal hiB idolatrous 
tather had in keeping. Also to throw 
down the altar he had built near a 
grove. These groves were the ones 
connected with Idol worship so gen~ 
erally In those Urnes. See comments 
on this subject at Judges 3: 7. 

Verse 26. Iruitead of the altar of 
Baal that is to be thrown down Gideon 
was to build an altar in au. orderly 
manner, and tor the Lord. He was 
then to take the bullock hla father 
would have sacriftced to Baal and offer 
it here on this altar to God. 

Verse 27. Gideon associates ten of 
his men with him in this action. Since 
his father 's household might be In· 
censed against him he, chose the night 
time for iL This was a matter of good 
judgment because the time was Dot 
ripe for open opposition to the evil 
practices around hIm. 

Verses 28, 29. M.ornlng disclosed to 
the men of the place what had been 
done but they did not know who was 
the doer ot iL Inquiry was made and 
they learned the truth. 

Verse 30. It was natural to make 
their complaint and accusation to the 
father of the man who had destroyed 
the altar. They demanded that G1deon 
should die. 

Verse 31. We should be greatly In­
tereBted and pleased at the reply ot 
Joasb. It was not only different trom 
what we would expect it viewed trom a 
natural standpoint but was consistent 
and logical U Baal Is a true god he 
ought to be able to take care of him· 
self. It should not be necessary for a 
human being to plead his cause. Thus 
Joash argues the point. He further 
demands that a man who will plead for 
a god that is not able to defend him· 
self is not worthy to l1ve and must be 
slaln before morning. 

Verse 32. Because of the meaning of 
the word Jerubbaal, "Let Baal plead," 
Joaah attached the name to hi. son 
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who was the cause ot, the present coJ?­
troversY'. 

Verse 33. These are the people men­
tioned in verse 3, now gathered to 
oppose the children ot Israel. 

Verse 34. Gideon accepted the chal· 
lenge and blew a call to arms. Then 
Ablezer. the community of his father's 
people, responded to his call. 

Verse 35. Gideon made further calls 
and specified the :!pen of the tribes 
of Manasseh, Zebulun and Naphtal1. 
These people also came at bis call and 
now he bas a vast Dumber ot men 
collected. 

Verses 36·40. See comments at verses 
17, 18. We do not have to explain 
such a request of Gideon on the ground 
ot doubt as to God's power or willing­
ness to help. He could have Borne un­
certainty as to whether he understood 
clearly the Lord's will. If God will 
make this specified. demonstration It 
will saUsfy him ot the Lord's wUl. By 
reversing the operation it makes the 
element of accIdent, or "happen BO," 
impossible. 

JUDGES 7 
Verse 1. Gideon, with the host of 

people mObilized, encamped by the well 
ot Harod which was on Mt. Gilboa, 
while the MidianUes were encamped in 
a valley not far oft: and Dear the hill 
oC Moreh. 

Verse 2. If the visible means used 
in accomplishing an end seemed to be 
sumcient to the purpose it would tend 
to the impression that natural and not 
Bupernatural power had done the work. 
That would have encouraged the people 
to boast of their success, which God 
did Dot wish to be done. 

Verse 3. The first reduction ot the 
numbers was made on tbe basis of 
those who were "fearful and afraid." 
There Is very little difference In the 
meaning of these worda and either 
could be used without the other. The 
technical meanings of them. are, "to 
be inclined to tear and thus easily 
startled"; and, "to be at the present 
time actually trembling over the pros· 
pect of danger near." Either defect 
would render a man unfit tor military 
duty. When this qualiflcation was des­
Ignated it took 22,000 from the group 
tbus far collected. 

Verse 4. There are st111 too many 
people to leave the Lord the likelihood 
of glory and Gideon Is told to move 
the host down near the water for tur· 
ther instructions. 

Verse. 6, 6. The on .. who lapped In 
this instance were those who reached 
down with the hand and dipped up the 
water in the palm. then drinking from 
the band as from a drinking vessel. 
The ones who bowed down to the 
water would penetrate the water with 
their mouth and drink directly from 
the water Bource. The action of the 
former would leave them in poslUon to 
be watchful for the enemy. at the same 
time they were Bupplying their wants. 
Such would be the kind of men best 
8uJted for battle. 

Verse 7. While these men wlll be 
employed in the attack, yet it was 
stated that by them the Lord would 
deUver the enemy into their hand, 
thus ShowIng that the Lord would be 
the power that would accomplish the 
victory. 

Verse 8. Now the selection is made. 
They supply themselves with things 
necessary for the Bustenance and the 
other men are sent back to their 
homes. 

Verses 9·11. God wlBhes GIdeon to 
have his conttdence made as strong as 
possible. so directs him to take bis 
servant with him and go down near 
tho Mldtanite camp. He w1l1 there see 
or bear something that w1l1 give him 
this added encouragement. The order 
was obeyed and Gideon went near the 
camp of the enemy. 

Verse 12. The number of the enemy 
forces was 80 great that comparison 
is made to swarms of grasshoppers 
and to the sand of the seaside. 

Verse 13. Gideon got near enough to 
do some eavesdropping. A man was 
r elating his dream in which he saw 
a cake of barley bread. tumble into the 
midst of the Midianites and overthrow 
them. A cake of bread would be an ·in­
Significant object to accompl1sh 80 de­
cisive a result. and its meanJng here 
was not lost In the minds ot the people. 

Verse 14. The man to whom the 
dream was related gave bis interpre­
tation or the picture. He said it meant 
the deteat of their forces by the hand 
ot Gideon. 

Verse 15. Having overheard thIs 
conversation Gideon was greatly en· 
couraged and worshipped God. for the 
revelation. Returning to the camp ot 
his men, he reported to them what he 
had heard, and directed them to arise 
to the contllct. 

Verse 16. The next thing he did was 
to make three divisions ot the three 
hundred men already selected for the 
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bIIttie. Strong defln .. these pitchers 
as jars of earthenware. We know that 
such would be nontransparent. These 
lamps or torches being placed inside 
the jars would be out of elgbt. 

Verses 17. 18. The value ,of united 
action is proved :In this instance. If 
each man should be lett to his own 
jugment as to when and how to act 
there would be great confusion and the 
object desired would be missed. By 
all having the same example to follow, 
their action would be the same 8.8 of 
one man. 

Verses 19, 20. The "watch·' was a 
period of the night during which cer­
tain men were placed on duty as a 
guard. In Old Testament times the 
usual arrangement was to divide the 
night into three watches of four hours 
eacb. They would thus run as follows: 
Firat watch from 6 P. M. to 10. Second 
watch ran from 10 to 2 A. M. Third 
watch from 2 A. M. to 6. So the be­
ginning of the middle watcb would be 
at 10 P. M. and that was the time that 
Gideon and his men approached the 
camp of the Midianltes. When the 
signal was given by the action of 
Gideon the three companies acted 
simultaneously. The drst made a blast 
with the trumpets. then broke the 
jars. When this waa done all at once, 
there would be three hundred torches 
flare out In the night. And just as the 
nerves were rendered tense by this 
sudden appearance they would be made 
more so by the united sbout of the 
crowd announcing the presence of the 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon. The 
effect of this action would be electrical. 

Verse 21. It bad the desired effect, 
The host of the enemy broke rank and 
sent up a cry. then 6ed. 

Verse 22. This verse is a more 
detatled account of the preceding one. 
In their startled confusion of mind 
the Mldianites attacked each other and 
thus helDed to bring about the result 
desired by Gideon. 

Verse 23. The men mentioned here 
are the ones already designated as 
composing the army of the attack upon 
the Mldlan1tes. After the rout of the 
enemy. the army of the Lord pursued 
the enemy to furtber victory. 

Verses 24, 26. We have already 
learned that "Mount Ephraim" was the 
name of a general territory in south· 
west part of Palestine. Now that the 
enemy has been generally defeated 
Gideon calls upon the people of this 
territory to take advant~ge ot the situ· 
ation and seiZe certain places against 

the fteelng 1Ildlanltes. They did 80; 
and In the action took captive two 
prominent men of the enemy, Oreb 
and Zeeb. 

JUDGES 8 
Verses 1-3. About the time these 

meD of Ephraim (Mount Ephraim) 
had taken the two princes mentioned 
in preceding chapter, they learned or 
the general success that Gideon bad in 
the original attack. It is natural to 
wish for the honor following general 
success against an enemy. Now that 
such suceeu has been accompltsbed. 
these men who had been calJed into 
the service at the last. felt that Gideon 
should have called on them a t the 
same time be called on the men at the 
tribes mentioned In verses 24, 25 in 
chapter 7. Gideon thus feels It neces­
sary to paclty them. He does so with 
an tHustraUon. In general practice the 
gleaning ot a vineyard gets only the 
leavings after the main crop bas been 
taken. Yet. if one had choice of glean­
ing in a better vineyard or of taking 
the first crop even In a less desirable 
vineyard. he would certainly choose 
the former. So GIdeon likens hIs gen­
eral victory to the gathering ot grapes 
In an ordinary territory and that of 
tbese men or Ephraim to the gleaning 
in a better one. In other words, they 
had at least taken two prominent men 
that he had not succeeded in taking 
and that was really more of a victory 
than his capture of many thousands. 
This illustration satisfied them. 

Verses 4, 6. WhUe much success has 
already been enjoyed, the follow-up 
work 18 at111 necessary. WhUe In pur· 
suit Gideon asks for food or the people 
of Suecoth 80 that his meD may be 
supported in their march after other 
men of the enemy. But the men of 
Succoth were Uke men often are today. 
They want to be on" the winning srde 
and will not give any support until 
they know which Is that side. Their 
refusal brought a threat from Gideon. 

Verses 6, 7. The attitude of the men 
mentioned In preceding paragraph was 
shown by the question whether the 
men were yet In the hands of Gideon. 
but their retusal to belp did not hinder 
Gideon from proceeding fn his march 
against the enemy. 

Verses 8. 9. Coming to the vicinity 
of Penuel. Gideon made a request for 
support as at Succoth and received 
the same kind of rebufr.. He also made 
a threat against them which was to be 
carried out atter his vlctoriou8 return. 

Verse 10. There had been a hundred 
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&114 twenl:1 thouean4 men eIaID. but a 
remnant of fifteen thousand were Btill 
left and were being led by the two 
men, Zeb&h and Zalmunna. The .. had 
taken refuge In Karkor, a place east 
of the Jordan. 

Ve1'8e 11. The army was resting in 
tents and "was secure" wblch means. 
they felt safe and thought the danger 
was over. Taking advantage of this 
condition, Gideon came upon them and 
routed them again and smote many of 
them. 

Verse 12. The two men mentioned 
before, escaped from the present en· 
campment and 1100.. Gideon overtook 
them and terrifled the reat of the pe0-
ple with them. 

Verses 13. U. The battle baving 
been completed in favor of Gideon be 
.tarts on his return homeward, and 
all thlB while It wae yet night. When 
he got into the region of Succoth be 
seized on a young man of that com­
munity and demanded Information 
leading to the Identity of the leaders 
of that place. 

Verses 15-17. Coming into the pres­
ence of these cbief men, GIdeon chided 
them for their former attitude toward 
him and also reminded them of his 
threat made at that time. Then he 
carried out his threat With thorns 
gathered from the wUdernesa be taught 
("made to know." in the margin) 
these men. This means that by this 
painful puniBbment they were made to 
learn an Important lesson. Atter this 
corporal punlahment he beat down 
their fortification and slew the men 
of the city. 

Verse 18. It should be remembered 
these men were the principal leaders 
of the invasion made by the Midian~ 
Itee Into the land of the IBraeUt... In 
their first operations they had slain a 
great many people. In this verse Gid· 
eon is makin&" "post-war" investiga­
tion into the commission ot "war 
crimes" and thus asks them the ques­
tion recorded. They described the men 
whom they had slain in a certain place 
in such a way that Gideon recognized 
them .. being hlB near blood k in. Also, 
as being men who were of the civiUan 
population and should have been 
spared from death. Their deaths was 
the act of murder and so now the 
guilty men must be made to Butrer. 

Verse 20. These guIlty meD are sen· 
tenced to death and the executioner 
designated for tbe act was the oldest 
son of Gideon. In executing these men. 
Jether would be slaying the murderers 

of his uncles and in an act of war. 
which would have been right. The 
young man hesitated from a feelin& of 
personal awe. not that he was unwill­
ing to obey the · orders of h1a father. 

Verse 21. This verse states &Jl un­
usual speech. It i8 perhaps not ao 
mysterioua considering the real litua­
tlon. These men know they are doomed 
to death at beat. Then if an inexperi­
enced youth were depended on for the 
execution. with bis feeling of hesitancy 
he might make an imperfect attempt 
that would be more tortuous than if 
done by a more practiced man. Thus 
they prefer to have Gideon do the act 
of execution. He does so and also COD­
f18cates the valuables on the camel's 
necks as being spo11s. 

Verse 22. Gratitude was now run­
ning high. The deliverance from the 
hosts of Midian brought such great 
relief that the Israelites ofter to make 
Gideon their ruler. 

Verse 23. The reply of Gideon was 
wonderful and filled with reverence 
toward the Lord to whom he owed all 
of his victory. In this view he dentes 
the otrered place ot rulers hip to both 
himself and his Bon and declares that 
the Lord would rule. 

Verse 24. Since the victory over the 
enemy had been won through the hu­
man lnstrumentaUty of Gideon be felt 
desIrous of receivIng the temporal 
spans of the conflict. These would be 
especially prized because of their ma­
terial and torm, since they were taken 
from Ishmaelltes. This statement reo 
minds us of the circumstance in Gen. 
37 : 25. In that place it was aeen 
that both Mtdianitea and Ishmaelltes 
mingled with each other in the mat­
ters of trade, and coaUy je on ela of 
sIlver and gold composed the chief ar· 
ticles of trade witb them. Hence the 
words in this verse. 

Verae. 26, 26. As would be expected, 
the people were very wUUng to com­
ply with the request. They spread a 
garment to be used as a receptacle and 
on it they cast the metals and also 
many preclo~ pieces of woven mate­
rials. 

Verse 27. According to Strong. the 
word for "ephod" sometimes means an 
image. That would be made of metal. 
In the spoils mentioned in preceding 
verse we find mention of purple rai· 
ment which would furnish material 
for a girdle which was the original 
form of an ephod. Thus we might not 
be able to setUe definitely on the 
specific nature of thl. thing that Gld· 
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eon made. The thing tbat 18 clear 1s 
the fact that whatever it was the 
people made an Improper use of it. 
Doubtlesa Gideon only Intended It to 
be 8 trophy of war In which God. had 
given him the victory. As such he 
would expect the people to be reminded 
of their dependence uoon God for vic-­
tory. But they were not Incllned to 
take that view of the article. Relic 
worship 18 mueh akin to ancestor wor· 
ship which haa long been a weakness 
of mankind. Henee In thta case the 
good intenUon of Gideon was turned 
Into occasion of grief . for him. The 
word for "whoring Is ZAIUB and de­
fined by Strong as follows: Uta commit 
adultery (usually of the female, and 
less often of simple fornlcaUon. rarely 
of Involuntary ravlahment); ftgu.ra.. 
Uvely to commit Idolatry (the JewlBh 
people being regarded as the spouse 
of Jehovah)," This thing became a 
snare unto Gtdeon and his house. The 
word has both a Uteral and figurative 
meaning. The present sense is that 
Gideon was taken by surprise and thus 
trapped by the circumstance and hu· 
mUtated. It cannot mean that be was 
personally led to commit Idolatry for 
nothing elsewhere is found that even 
hlUmates such a thing. 

Verse 28. The complete subjugation 
or the Mldlanltes was acoompUshed by 
the valorous work of Gideon, and the 
land had peace for forty years. 

Verse 29. Jerubbaal was the other 
name of Gideon. He now rettred from 
active duty as a soldier and returned 
to his home. 

Verse 30. Of hia body ~egotlen. 
Frequently In olden times a man's 
household would be composed of ser· 
vants and otbers brought In aod made 
heirs. These persons were sometimes 
given the name of SODS. Hence the 
speelllcation bere 80 that we wUl know 
that Gideon had the seventy sons tn 
the primary sense of the word. 

Verse 31. Aa a general rule the main 
dUference between a concubine and a 
wife was in the matter of property 
rIghts. The moral Btlgma that would 
be attached to the tenn today dId not 
apply then beeause men were Buttered 
to have plurality of wives. On account 
of the rtghts of legal wives over the 
concubines there was somewhat of an 
aversion against them by the rest of a 
man's family. The objection that would 
be made would not be on moral 
grounds but mainly from a social 
standpoInt. In the p"""",t case the 
conCUbine had a separate place of rest· 

dence from the Immediate one of Gid­
eon. The son of this concubine soon 
to figure In our study was located in 
Shechem. 

Veroe 32. Honorable report of the 
death of Gideon would be in order be· 
cause of his val1ant services for his 
God and people. 

Verse. 33·36. HI.tory repeated Itself. 
After the death at Gideon the children 
0/ 18r.el not only fell to Idolatry II8IIln 
but even became unmindful of the good 
work of Gideon SO that they dtd not 
even accord his family the proper 
treatment. Of COUTse we will expect 
to read of more trouble for the nation 
before long. The circumstances sur· 
rounding the proceeding will be un· 
like what have been shown to us 
before. 

JUDGES 9 
Verse 1. It should not be forgotten 

that Abimelech was that son of the 
concubIne l1ving at Shechem. Thus the 
people to whom he makes his appeal 
are those not related by blood to 
GIdeon. Only Ablmelech was related to 
him In that manner. But while they 
were not blood kin to Gideon yet the 
indirect relationship would Imply that 
he would have authority over their 
community. This phase of the subject 
furnished Abimelech with a pretext 
for his theory and appeal. 

Verse 2. If these Shechemftes rec­
ognized the authority of Gideon that 
would mean an oppreasive rule over 
them. since Gideon had seventy 80ns 
directly of his own. Thus there would 
never be any end to their subjugation 
and the rule might be torn with much 
unrest because of the jealousy and con· 
tenUons of the many heirs to the 
throne. So why would It not be better 
just to disconnect themselves entirely 
from the whole brood of Gideon 1 Es­
peelally Blnce he, Ablmelech, though 
an apparent heir through Gideon was 
also related to them. the Shecbemltes, 
by blood: 

Verse 3. This appeal was received 
by the family of the concubine. They 
made their pOSition of mind known to 
the citizens of Sheehem and Induced 
them to espouse tbe cause at Abl. 
mcleeh. Tbey recogntzed the relation· 
shtp also of Abimeleeb to them. 

Verse 4. AU movements of any ae. 
count that Involve land and govern. 
ment require money. Having accepted 
the cause of Ablmelech as their own 
the Sbechemites wfU wish to contrib­
ute to the expenses. ThIs was raIsed 
by drawing from the treasury of Baal· 
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berlth. This waS a god e&)ecially classed 
a8 ODe for the Sbechemttes but belong­
Ing generally to the IdolatrOUB worship 
of Baal. With this money Abtmelech 
bribed a. crowd of unprincipled per-
80ns wbo joIned In the usurpation. 
The drst objective of the usurpation 
Is to get rid of the men who would be 
In the way of this ambition of the son 
of the concubine. 

Verse 5. WUh the backing of these 
hired men, Abimelech went to the city 
ot Ophrah and slew hIs father's SODS 
in a mass murder. That is, he intended 
to, and thought he had slain aU of 
them, but the youngest one had BUC­
ceeded In his attempts to hide. The 
fact that he thus escaped and that no 
IndicatloD is seen of a search for him, 
Indicates the wholesale nature of the 
murder. 

Verse 6. House of Mi llo. This was 
a family or clan among the people in 
the days of Gideon. This group joined 
with the men of Sheehem, the place 
of AbJmelech's family, and together 
placed him up as their king or ruler. 
It must be borne in mind that whUe 
the three years of Abimelech's rule are 
allowed to figure in the chronology of 
the period ot' the judges (see com­
ments at 1 Kings 6:1), the whole trans­
action was illegal and to be considered 
as a usurpation. It was somewhat con­
nected with the process of opposing 
the oppressors of the Israelites. When 
tbe use of Ablmelech was finished he 
was himself brought to degradation 
tor his crimes. 

Verse 7. Jotham was the one who 
escaped the murderous hand ot the 
usurper. After the affair had been 
settled for Abimelecb to rule over the 
people, Jotham went to a place ot 
prominence among the IsraeHtes and 
made a speech to the men at Shechem. 
We will reca1J that the two places were 
near each other, and hence, Jotham 
could be heard. 

Verses 8, 9. The figurative speech 
Jotham used. in this case would be 
technically called a table since that 
word properly means a narrative in 
which either animals or inanimate 
things speak and act Uke human be­
Ings. The first sectiOD ot his table 
Bays the trees Invited the oUve tree 
to be their ruler, but this tree cODsid. 
ered Its value as an article or service 
to God and man, too great to be In· 
terrupted by a place at rule. 

Verses 10, 11. The next invitation 
was made to the fig tree, The response 
ot this tree Indicates th~t when any· 

thing that has been quaUfted tor a 
specific service takes up some other 
kind of Ufe It loses its original use 
and purpose. Hence the ftg tree Is 
falthtul to t ts mission in nature and 
refuses to become king over the trees. 

Verses 12, 13. The trees that were 
approached refused the invitation to 
be ruler, hence the next approach was 
to the vine. It ltkewlse refused the 
olrer of prominence, preferring to 
maintain Its intended service or cheer 
to God and man. The word "cheereth" 
is rendered by such expressions as reo 
joice, and make glad, etc. So we can 
see how it could cheer GOd. We would 
not think of the Lord as being In need 
of cheering In the ordinary sense ot 
that word. But when man makes 
proper use of the gifts or nature it 
pleases God and In that sense cheers 
him. It is noted that the objects that 
would have been worthy of the posi· 
tion of rule over the trees, were not 
wUling to take on the special honor. 
That is often the case among men. 
Also It is often the case that the most 
unworthy are the ones most forward 
In taking a place of such epeelat favor. 
It wnt prove so In this case. 

Verse 14. The next invttation was 
to the bramble. This is from ATAD and 
Strong defines it: "a thorn·tree (espe­
cially the buckthorn) ," Having asked . 
the more worthy trees to become their 
ruler and being rejected, the trees next 
appeal to that which should have been 
considered unworthy, the thorn tree. 

Verse 15. The thorn tree accepts the 
caU on condition tbat the other trees 
put their confidence in It and its 
shadow. But, anticipating possible 
treason, this tree threatens that It wtu 
discharge a flre that will consume even 
the cedars of Lebanon, which were the 
moet prized trees ot the country. 

Verses 16-19. The table was com· 
pleted and Jotham then makes the ap­
pUcaUon and shows that he was talk­
ing about the actioD at the peaple to­
ward Gideon's house and the son ot 
the hand-maid, or concubine, In his 
speech here he reminded them ot their 
service his lather had done for them 
against the Midlanites which had been 
repaid with the murder or his lawful 
sons In mass slaying, He makes the 
challenge that they should prove their 
Sincerity In the movement by mutual 
rejolclp.g In each other, they in Abi· 
melech and he in them. 

Verae 20. J otham had challenged 
their mutual sincerity by demanding 
mutual resped between Ablmelecb and 

.. 



the men of Sheebem. Now he predicts 
that if the whole thing is based on in­
sincere moUves, mutual distrust and 
harm will be practlced against eacb 
other. 

Verse 21. Jotham knew he would be 
in danger after speaking the fable and 
making the application. After hIs 
speech be ran away to Beer, a place 
among the Israelttes where he would 
be sate from attack by Ablme1ech. 

Verse 22. This verse is noted mainly 
for the period of years stated so as to 
keep track ot the chronology. While 
Abimelech was a usurper and not one 
of the lawful Judges, his time must be 
considered in making up the required 
length ot the period as accounted for 
elsewhere. 

Verse 23. God does not force anyone 
to be evil morally who would other­
wise be good. The word here means 
a spirit of unfriendl1ne8S. He caused 
the former state of friendship between 
Abimelech and the men of Shechem to 
be turned to the opposite. 

Verse 24. The reason for the act of 
God stated in preceding verse is given 
here. It was in punishment for Abim~ 
elech's cruelty in slaying his brothers, 
and for the aid the men of Shechem 
gave him in that cruelty. Thus from 
here we w1ll see these former alUes in 
crime fighting each other, and thus 
fulfllItng the prediction in Jotham's 
fable. 

Verse 25. Tho Shechemites put men 
to lie in wait to. the mountains and 
rob the peoole who were passing_ This 
news reached the ears of Abimelech 
whIch was the thIng they wIshed to 
happen. 

Verse 26. Gaal was an Israelite who 
came to Sbecbem with a force of 
brethren and 6.trered to take their side 
against Abimelech and bis offer was 
accepted_ 

Verse 27. Hostilities against Ablm­
elech were started by destroying the 
crops of the field and vineyards. They 
aJso made merry and entered the 
house of the idolaters in disrespect of 
the place. 

Verse 28. Care needs to be exer­
cised in this verse, not to be confused 
over the pronouns. Gaat is an Israel­
ite, as is Ahimelech on his father's 
sIde. This was recognIzed by Gaal In 
his saying that he Is the son of Je­
rubbaal (Gideon). Yet Gaal advises 
that Hamor and the men of the city 
of Shechem be served, and not "him," 
!!leanIng A~I!!lelech, 
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Verse 29. Ow makes a plea for the 
people of that place to trust bls lead­
ership and be would remove Abim­
elech from tbeir midst. His offer waS 
accepted and then he challenges Ablm­
elech to strengthen his army and 
come o~t. 

Verse 30. Zebul was ruler of the 
City and naturally wished to be true 
to Abimelech, whom he considered a 
friend of the place. Thus he was 
aroused by the action of Gaal and con­
sidered him an enemy. 

Verses 31-33. Zebul now sends se­
cret information to Abimelech of the 
movements of Gau.l and urges him to 
do sometblng about it, giving him 
suggestions how to act. 

Verse 34. Acting upon the advice of 
Zebul, Abtmelech rose up and laid 
Siege against tho city ot Shechem. 

Verse 35. Gaal saw the approach of 
Abimelech and went out to the gate of 
the city. 

Verses 36-38. We should not target 
that the forces on both sides of this 
struggle are in i1l-tavor with God. 
They are here placed In ovpoaiUon to 
each other by the Lord in fulfillment 
of Jotham's fable. The multitudes of 
people now forming the siege of She­
chem are exciting Gaal, and he ex~ 
claims to Zebul, the ruler of the city, 
that he sees these multttudes from 
the various sources: It Is then that 
Zebul chides Gaal for his stand 
against Abimelech and reminds him 
of his words when be came to the 
city, and in the spirit of challenge 
urges him to go out and fight. 

Verse 39. Gaal accoots the challenge 
and joIns battle with Abl!!lelech. 

Verse 40. It is "six of one and halt 
a dozen of the other" as to the rtght. 
and wrong of the two Bides of this 
conflict. Ablmelech was wrong -10 
wmrping the Judgeship atter murder. 
Ing the rIghtful candIdates. The 
Shecbemites and their leaders were 
wrong tn their encouragement of the 
murderer~ Now they afe influenced by 
the Lord to oppose Abimelech 80 as to 
receive the judgment they deserve. 
The whole operation will be untavor­
able for both sides. 

Verse 41. After this skirmish, Abim. 
elech went to a place named Arumah. 
Then Zebu1, the ruler of the city of 
Shechem, expelled Gaal and his breth­
ren from the city. 

Verses 42, 43_ Gsat and his forces 
were now exposed to danger after be­
ing thruBt from the city. Abimelech 
waa 1n!ormed of this and made an· 
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other forward movement by raising 
three companies of the people in sym­
pathy with him. They ar .... and at­
tacked th.... In sympathy with Gaal 
and smote many of them. 

Veraeo 44, 46. The succeeo or tbIo 
action encouraged Ablm.elech and hlB 
men. so they came nearer to the city, 
even to the gate. At the same time 
the other two divisions ot his forces 
attacked tbe people on the outsIde 
and In the fields and slew them. At 
last Ahimelech atormed the elty and 
took IL After killing the citizens 
therein, he beat down the city and 
sowed it with salt. The significance 
of this action 18 expressed In an Inter­
esting manner in the Schatr-Herzog 
Encyclopaedia 88 follows: "But salt 
was also strewn over a cursed place 
to Indicate that nothing could any 
longer be allowed to grow there. be­
cause there can be no vegetation 
where the ground la saturated with 
salt (Dent. 29 : 23; Jndg. 9: 46; Zeph. 
2: 9). hence 'a saIt land' was a bar­
ren land (Job 39 : 6; Jer. 17: 6)"­
Article, SALT. 

Verae 46. News or this disaster 
reached the ears of certain men of the 
tower or casUe of Shechem, a unit of 
people who escaped the former de­
struction. Upon hearing tbis they fled 
to a place of supposed safety In the 
house of the god Berlth. 

Verses 47·49. Abimelecb heard of 
this gathering of the people and pre· 
pared to attack the place. He ordered 
the men wItb him to imitate his ex­
ample. Each man cut a branch from 
a tree and carried it wIth him to the 
hold where these other men had 
taken refuge atter the atraIr of She­
chem. Hera they piled the branches 
they had taken and set fire to the 
place, destroying all who had fled 
there. and a thousand besides. 

Verse 60. Thebez was another city 
not tar from Shecbem. After hll sue­
cesa there. AbtmeJech next went to 
the former city and laid siege to it. 

Veraeo 61. 62. Within the city of 
Thebez there was a strong fortifica­
tion in the form of a tower and Into 
this place the people of the city fied 
for refuge. Abimelech then came to 
this tower and was making prepara­
tions to burn It. 

Verse 63. Delng in this tower and 
above the men on the ground, a cer­
tain woman took advantage of the p~ 
sitton and Jet a piece of stone fall 
down on the head or Abimelech, which 

brolie bis skull but left bim consciouB 
for the moment. 

Ve,... 64. While death was bound 
to be the end Boon, yet while stUl con­
SCious Abimelech wishes to escape the 
shame of having been slain by a wo. 
man. Upon this he directed his ar­
morbearer to thrust a sword through 
him. It was done and Abimelech died. 

Verse 66. This ended the war and 
the Israelite confederates returned to 
their own places. 

Verses 66, 67. The writer informs 
us that all the foregoing actions were 
in ful1l1iment or the predictions made 
by Jotbam. Both Abimelech and the 
forces at first encouraging him were 
to be punisbed for their wrongs 
against God's authorized judge. 

JUDGES 10 
Verses I, 2. The only defiuite thing 

that Is said about this judge is the 
length of bis work Which 18 impor­
tant In keeping the chronology in the 
record. 

Verses 3·6. The rule of Jalr was 22 
years and that tact should be DOted 
whJcb fa about all that needs to be 
said at this place. 

Veraeo 6-8. After a period or rest 
the children ot Israel aeatn forgot the 
Lord and fell to serving the various 
gods of the nations. Thul the Lord 
again brings tbe punllhment in the 
form of oppression from the PhiUs­
tines and Ammonites. This period 
lasted 18 years. 

Verse 9. The scope of the oppression 
is the subject of this paragraph. The 
Ammonites dwelt on the east of Jor­
dan while the Phtustines were on the 
other side and near the Great Sea. 
They both joIned to Oppress Israel. 

Verse 10. The confession of the J&. 
raelltee Is slgnUlcant as baving two 
phases. It would be very wrong to 
forsake God even had they then re­
mained IdJe. In addition to baving 
forsaken the true God they had be­
eome active tn serVing the false gods. 
This kind of double guilt was com· 
mitted later by tbe nation. (Jer. 2: 
13.) 

Verses 11·14. God reminded the 
chlldren of Israel ot t he many times 
he had deltvered them from their ene­
mies. ID spIte or these deliverances 
they had forsaken him and served the 
heathen gods. Now then, In taunt for 
their sins he btds them appeal to 
these gods for help. 

Verses 16·18. The mercy of God 1s 
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great. HI. people cried unto him In 
their !Ore dlatreu and proved the 
present elncerity of their plea by put­
ting away their Ido18 and serving the 
Lord. Tben God bad compasaioD for 
them and encoursged them to ree!at the 
enemy. Upon this the forces ' on each 
side began mobtuzaUon for conflict. 
The Ammonites collected In Gilead. a 
region east of Jordan and tnhabited by 
Israelites. This presented a direct 
threat to the peace of the children of 
Israel. They encamped tn Mizpeh. a 
city of Palestine. In their distress the 
princes of GUead called for a volunteer 
leader agatnst the Ammonites with 
promises of mt11tary honors. 

JUDGES 11 
Veree 1. There W8.fJ a territory 

called Gilead and also a man by that 
name. We should not eontuse the 
two, &R they bave no special relation­
ship. This maD had a son born to him 
by a barlot. and the son'a name was 
Jephthah. No tault should be laid 
against blm because of bls "Irregular" 
birth, altbough such is orten dODe. 
Ve~ 2. The sons of Gilead's legal 

wife grew to roanhood. then resented 
the presenc~ of Jephthah in their 
homp. and expel1ed bim. They said he 
was the 80D of a strange woman. That 
word means one from outside. The 
mother of Jephthab being a harlot, 
she was not a part of the immediate 
family of Gilead. 

Verse 3. Jenhthah Bed to the land 
of Tob, a region east of the Jordan 
but above the ~eneral territory of the 
one caUed Gilead. Of course, all men 
wtll ,have some sympathizers. Jepb­
thab had his and they assembled 
roun(1 btm after he bad been rejected 
by his fatber's famlly. 

Veree 4. The Ammonites were the 
. fi ... t to start act! ve hoaUlltlee. 

Ve..... 6, 6. In their dl.trees the 
elden or leaders of the region of GU· 
ead sent a call for help from Jeph­
thab. who was tn the land of Tob. 

Verse 7. Of course, we would ex· 
pect Jephthah to remind them of 
their previous ungrateful attitude to­
ward him In expelUng him from his 
fatber's house. After all, Gilead was 
as much kin to Jephthah as he was to 
any of his other sons. Now that they 
are In distress they call for help from 
him. Tbis shows that something un· 
usual was evIdent in the Ute and 
characteristics of Jephthah linee they 
now feel as If they can rely on his 
ability and falthfuln .... 

Verae 8. The elde ... of GUead make 
an urp!nt reply to ask him for lead· 
ershlp agalnot the Ammonites with 
the proml.. that he will be their 
head. 

Ve,.... 9·11. lephthah requires fur­
ther guarantee of reepeet and author­
Ity. They grant hi. requ .. t and to­
gether form a pact with an oath be­
fore God to bind It. 

Verse 12. Having been made com· 
mander~ln-chlet of their forces against 
Ammon he now makes formal protest 
against the enemy and charges that 
he has aggresaed against the people 
of the land. 

Verse 13. For answer to this charge 
the chlldren of Ammon accused the 
children ot Israel ot having taken 
their land whlle en route from Egypt. 

Venes 14-23. To the aceusations of 
the ehlldren of Ammon. Jephthah 
made general denial. He also detatled 
the history of the years covering the 
journeys ot the IIraeUtes from Egypt. 
In this account was seen that Israel 
offered the fall' tblng in every ease aa 
to the countrtes through whIch It was 
necessary to go. Only when the kings 
and rulen of the various lands real&­
ted the fair offers of Israel dId the 
Lord help them to defend themselves 
and thus obtain the land of the ag· 
gresS01"8 as spolia. The coneluslon of 
this Une is stated. that It was the 
Lord and not Israel who had given 
the territory to them. 

Verse 24. The Ammonites would 
have considered it right tor them to 
hold in l)os8esslon anything that their 
god Chemosh would give them and 
claim It to be thelTll as rightful pos­
session. In that case they would deny 
that any personal or 'Private robbing 
had been done. On the aame principle 
the Israelites can justly claim the 
property that their God gave them 
and should not be accused of unlawful 
spoliation of land. 

Verae 25. lephthah remlnda them 
of the case ot Balak and uks the Big­
nlftcant question In ironIc inquiry it 
Balak ever strove against the Lord. 
It was expected that Ammon would 
answer fn their own minds and see 
their own "handwritJng." 

Ver .. 26. lephthah next aaked Am· 
mon why, If It were right and nete. 
aary to recover this territory, they 
had let a1l the eenturl.. go by with· 
out doing BO. 

Verae 27. Concluding the general 
account of the facta of hlatory Jeph· 
!bah makeo lIDal denial of all ace118&-
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tiona. Also be aecUBe8 Ammon of 
'wrong In the aggression and appealS 
to the Lord 88 his judge of bis own 
"righteous course. 

Verse 28. Notwithstanding the fair­
ness and truthfulness of this message 
trom Jephthab the children of Am­
mon refused to desist from their hos­
tility. 

Verse 29. The war must DOW be 
prosecuted, 80 Jephthah advances to 
the attack. 

Verses 30, 31. On hiB way to the 
immedIate vicinity of active war 
against the Ammonites, Jephthah 
made the vow that has been much 
misunderstood and thus Incorrectly 
interpreted. The marginal reading 
gives us "or" instead of "and"' in 
verse 31. That would make the vow 

. read "shall be the Lord's, or I will 
oaer it," etc. This makes the vow 
have a two-fold bearing. That is, it 
has two alternatives. either ot Which 
would be thf' tulOlllng of the vow. 
These two were that he would let it 
be the Lord's tor his exclusive service, 
or that it would be burned in sacri­
fice:. . Thus the vow does Dot require 
that the thing atrected be burnt neces­
sarily. But there w1ll be more on this 
subject near the close of the chapter. 

Verses 32, 33. After making the 
vow discussed in preceding paragraph 
Jephthah proceeded against the Am­
monttes and the Lord showed his tao 
vor tor him by giving him complete 
·victory over the enemy. Thus it may 
be inferred even trom this fact, that 
God Is holding Jephthah In his good 
w11l. Had hp been against the prac­
tice of .Jephthah be certainly would 
not have given him this vietory with· 
out crIticism. The case of Moses and 
bls neglect ot circumcising bls son 
(Ex. 4: 24-26) may be compared at 
this place. As fmportant as . Moses was 
·for the matter at hand, God would not 
accept his furtber services unless the 
law of righteousness were obeyed. 
Certainly, In the case of Jephthah, 

. the Issue Is no more Important. He Is 
given complete SUCce88 even though 
that very succeBB was the condition 
·on which he made his famous vow. 

Verses 34·36. Atter his Buccessful 
campaign, .Jephthah returned home­
·ward. Upon bts approach, his only 
child, a daughter, came to meet him 
with musical instruments and other 
tndicatlons of merriment and joyful· 
ness. We 8re not told just how de­
tailed was · the intormatioD that her 
father gave to ber a8 to htsvow. 

Wbether he had gone over" all the 
ftems or not, we know that sbe finally 
came to know the nature of his vow. 
Sbe did not even protest or try to 
dissuade him from it. Instead. ahe 
urged him to carry out his obltgation 
In gratitude tor his victory over the 
enemy through God's help, 

Verse 37. The daughter made one 
request and that was for two months 
Ume In which sbe would bewail or 
bemoan her virginity. Had her fate 
been that she was to be burnt In sac­
rUlce, there would have been nothing 
81gnlficant In her virginity. In that 
case It would have been appropriate 
to bewaU her untimely death, Or, 
even had she been a mother at that 
young age, it would stm have been a 
matter of lament for her to die 80 
young. So that the tragic death would 
have been the thing to bewail. Yet, 
tbat Is not what she wished to la­
ment. It was her virginity that was 
to be regretted. Yet a death and burn­
ing on the altar would have been the 
same tragedy whether a virgin or a 
bride. The circumstance will be all 
the more appreciated when it Is re­
membered that motherhood In those 
days was considered tar more desir­
able than it often la today. A woman 
who was unable to be a mother was 
considered as befng reproached. (See 
Gen. 80: 1, 22; 1 Sam. 1: 5, 6, 16.) 
Thus it was the prospect that she was 
never to be a mother that she was 
lamenting. 

Verses 38, 39. Her father gave her 
leave to do as reQuested. Thus she 
took some companions and spent two 
months in the mountains bewaUing 
her virginity. which was the thought 
that grieved her. After the period of 
absence granted bad expired sbe re­
turned to her father. Then it fs stated 
that he did to her according to his 
vow. See comments at verse 31 as to 
the reQuirements of this vow. In di­
rect . connection with this statement it 
says "she knew no man," All Bible 
students know tbis is a common · ex­
pression of the scripture referring to 
the relation of the sexes. It means 
she was devoted to perpetual virgin· 
Ity and thus to spend her enUre Ute 
as a virgin, without the joys of moth· 
erhood and under the constant occu­
patton ot service to God. This circum­
stance establtshed a custom among 
the Israelttes which will be described 
tn following verse. 

Verse 40. The custom mentioned in 
preceding verse was a practice car­
ried on by other daughters of Israel. 
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The worde "to lament" are rendered 
In the margin by "to talk with." This 
js more reasonable and agrees with 
all the facts and phases of the circum­
stance. People do not talk with a dead 
girl. Besides. it 1't were merely a time 
ot lamentation tn memory of the un­
fortunate girl it would not have been 
necessary to go to ber. There are­
some general considerations t hat 
should be had In thinking over this 
Bubject. No law of God ever called 
tor or authorized any voluntary sacri­
flce of a person on an altar of fire. 
Such would have been repulsive to 
God, and had any man presumed to 
do so be would been condemned. In 
all the Bible. not a word of criticism 
even can be found against Jephthah. 
On the other hand. he Is mentioned as 
one of the great men of faith In He­
brews 11: 32. This Is very significant. 

JUDGES 12 
Verse 1. When some great achieve­

ment has been made it fs otten the 
cause of envy. Jephtbah has come 
off with such great honors in his war 
against the Ammonites that the men 
ot Ephraim are bitter against him. In 
their bttterneBS they make a taIse ae­
cU8&tlon against him and threaten bls 
Ute and property. 

Verses 2, 3. Jephthah denied. their 
charge and replied that the very op.­
posite was the tact. He had called 
upon them without respODse and they 
lett him to take care at himself. And 
In hlB speech he gives the Lord the 
glory tor the success. 

Verse 4. So Jephthah Is again 
forced to engage in battle and gathers 
the forces of the men of GUead. We 
should remember these people are 
east and somewhat north of the cen­
tral portion of Palestine. The men at 
Ephraim a8 here mentioned were west 
of the Jordan and somewhat south. 
Hence the statement In first verse 
that they went northward. In this 
war Jephthah called the Glleedltes 
over to' him for service. One Incentive 
f<lr the intensity ot the battle was an­
other false accusation ot the men of 
Epbraim. They charged that the me.n 
claimIng to be Glleadltes were really 
Ephralmlt .. who had deserted. ThIs 
was soon to be tested out as to their 
Identity. 

Veree 5. As would be e"liected, the 
Ephra.1mUes were put to the worst in 
the' battle. Tlie one.8 who escaped the 
heat ot battle thought to dee to their 
own country by crossing the Jordan. 
ThIs was also expected by the Gilead· 

ilea, hence they seized the passages of 
tbe river. The personal Identity of all 
who might come to theBe esta.bltBhed 
crossings of the river would make It 
necessary to proceed cautiously. They 
would not want to injure an Innocent 
person. The first thing In the exami­
nation was to give the men opportu­
nity for surrender by Rsklng it tbey 
were Ephralmites. It they denied be­
tng so, the test would be put. 

Verse 6. Shibboleth: Sibboleth. 
There Is practically no difference be­
tween the meaning of these words. 
They mean something that Is flowing 
or extending out and hence in the lex­
Icon the definition of ear of eorn, and 
ot a river, or branch, is gfven. But 
the sUght dtfference does can for the 
injection of the rough breathing 
sound lD the pronunciation. The local 
vernacular of the Ephralmltes had 
left out this sound and 80 their usage 
had trained their tongue agatnst ex­
pressing it This fact proved their un­
doing and exposed the attempted de­
ception. As a result another 42,000 of 
them fell. 

Verse 7. This short Rccount ot the 
death ot Jephthah Is characteristic of 
the language or the Bible. We should 
note another term in the years ot the 
Judge •. 

Verses 8-10. We have before noticed 
that some of the judges are barely 
mentioned with thf! length of their 
rule. nut that is important in our 
tabulation of the years of tbe period 
of judges. In this paragraph we have 
seven years. 

Verses 11, 12. Elon was ot Zebulon, 
and judged ten years. 

Verses 13-15. According to the In­
formation tn the margin this and the 
two preceding judges were civil 
judges only and their territory was 
restricted to the north and eastern 
part of the country. This may be true. 
It would account for the brevity of 
the hIstory. EvIdently during these 
judgeships there was not much dis­
turbance from the enemy In general 
and so no great amount of activity 
would be caned· for on the part ot a 
judge. Yet the years of their rule 
must be counted since they go to 
make up the whole perIod. In this 
last one we have eight' years. The 
word "nephews" is from .. word of 
indeflnftemeaning. fncludtng grand­
sons. That is clearly the meaning In 
this place, since the number ot sons is 
given tn direct connection. 
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1UDGES IS 
Verse 1. In .ome eues the writer 

gtvee UB the term. of yean to Include 
the time of oppression and that of the 
Judge. But in this instance we are to 
understand that God allowed 40 years 
ot oppression to go by 88 punishment 
for the nation before ra1aing up their 
deUverer. So we are about to study 
the life and actions of ODe of the most 
noted judges. 

Verses 2, 3. In 80 many instances 
recorded In the Bible the couples des­
tined to llgure prominently in the 
plan of the Lord were childless and 
the wife barren. In the eue at hand 
it Is thus. The couple choeen Uved In 
the tribe of Dan. The angel of God 
appeared and promised the woman 
should bear a son. 

Verse 4. Conditions of a Nazarfte 
required that the batr be allowed to 
grow long (Num. 6: 2·6), but no men­
Uon of tbls was necessary here since 
women already left thefr hair long. 

Verse 6. The SOD promiaed to thIs 
woman was to be a Nazarlte from his 
birth. That would mean that he must 
not eat anything that came through 
the vine when he would have attained 
the age or eating such tood. Since he 
was to be under such a vow from the 
time of his birth it would mean that 
the parents must never cut hiB hair. 
This Bon wlll grow up to become the 
deliverer or the people from the Phi· 
IIstlnes. 

Verses 6, 7. The whole thing was 
astonishing to the woman and, of 
course, she told the matter to her hus­
band. Her expression that the coun­
tenance ot the person speaking to her 
was terrible, means that it was one to 
1111 her with awe. We bave also the 
deblte information that tbls woman 
was Intended to be under the Nazarite 
vow for sbe W88 told not to partake 
of the frui t ot the vine. This was a 
sl;)eCiftc symbol ot that vow. Also, the 
chtld was to be a Nazarlte from the 
womb. which agrees with the idea 
that be would be born of a Nazarite 
mother. 

Verse 8. What a wonderful attitude 
thJs man showed. Concern for the 
proper training of the ehUd was tbe 
subject of his prayer. Since he Bnd 
his wlte bad been cblldl ... they did 
not have any experience. The unusual 
mission of this SOD to be born was 
such that it would be unwise to wait 
for the painful experiences of parent. 
hood to bring the information. Thus 
it was logical to ask tor Instruction. 

Venes 9, 10. In rellpOnse to the 
prayer of Manoab the Lord eent the 
angel again to the woman who waa 
alone in the 11eld. Upon this she gOOI!! 
to bring her husband. Here III a fact 
that belles the intimated accusation 
sometimes made by enemies of the 
Bible that this whole occurrence was 
one ot tmproper conduct and that Jt 
was not an angel who appeared to 
this woman, and that a man tn the 
guise ot an angel appeared and that 
he was Intimate with the woman. Had 
that been the ease she would Dot have 
gone at once to bring her husband 
while the angel wae stili present. 

Verses 11. 12. Upon direct Informa. 
tion a8 to the Identity of the angel, 
Manoah repeats his inquiry as to the 
training of the chlld. 

Verees 13. U. Again notice that tbe 
course of procedure beginll with the 
woman which shows that sbe was un­
der the Nazarlte vow as well 88 the 
promised son. See comments on this 
subject at verses 4 and 7. 

Verse 15. Gratitude would suggest 
the hospitality here otrered. Besides, 
Manoah did not know that it was an 
angel who was before him. This is 
one of the instances referred to by 
Paul In Reb. 13: 1. SometJmes angels 
even partook of material food. In the 
present one the angel will not do so 
althougb be wlll remain for a whUe. 

Verse 16. While the angel declines 
to eat, he agrees that an olterlng to 
the Lord may be made. Thts will give 
the angel opportunity to demonstrate 
his supernatural power. 

Verse 17. Gratitude agatn mani­
fested Itself wltb Manoab In aeklng 
for the name of his benefactor. He 
wished to be prepared to repay the 
favor to the proper person. 

Verse 18. The request of Manoah 
was denied slnee the thing asked for 
wouJd have been beyond hie compre­
hension. We do not know why. since 
we do have the names of angels given 
In other casea. It is another place to 
read Deut. 29: 29. 

Verse 19. There was no IndIcation 
of bltterne8s of disappointment with 
Manoab, but instead he went on with 
his performance of otrering the kid 
and meat offering. The angel in the 
meantime did some wondertuJ things 
which we are not Informed about. 
They were done tn the sight of tbe 
man and his wife and continued. untll 
the events of the following verse. 

Veree 20. The prophet Elijah went 
up to heaven by a whirlwind (2 Kings 
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2: 11). The angei here dlaappeared In 
a llama that had been on the altar. 
After his departure the man and his 
wife were ruled with awe and became 
prone on the ground. 

Verses 21, 22. The demonstrations 
of the angel were ended and left in 
tbe mind of Manoah the beller that It 
WB8 a real angel of God who had vls­
!ted them. Being the Moet unusual 
experience they bad ever known, the 
maD 18 overcome with concern and 
feel. that he 1s in danger from the 
exposure. Just how much be had 
learned on the subject of the presence 
of God we do not know. But we are 
Bure of this, that the feeling of un­
worthineB8 of man for the company 
of a being from heaven was present 
with Manoah. 

Vente 23. The reasoning ot the wo­
man bere 18 wonderful. It would be 
well for the reader to consult Matt. 5: 
23. 24. In tbat place Jesus taught 
that the performance of an offering 
at the altar would not take the place 
of another duty. Especially tf that 
other duty pertained to the Individual 
conduct of the one making the otter­
ing. So in the instance at hand. The 
acceptance of the tormaUty of the 
aacrlftce was evidence tn the woman's 
mind that their standing before God 
was favorable. 

Verses 24, 26. True to the promise: 
trom God the son was born and 
named Samson. In the time used for 
hiB physical maturity he was exercia-. 
Ing himself In the camp of his family. 
that of Dan. The spirit of the Lord 
produced certain demonstrations of 
power in Samson even while still 
among his people. We are not told 
just what they were Uke. but the idea 
is that he was destined to be one of 
the great men of Israel. 

JUDGES 14 
Verse 1. Many of· the incidents to 

be read about in the followIng chap. 
ters will be easier understood by r&­
memberlng that the Pblllstines are 
now the enemies of IsraeL They fig­
ure in the experiences of God's people 
in tbis period. more than &Ily other of 
the heathen and many unusual mea­
sures will be taken in dealing with 
them. For instance, God wlll sutter 
the present judge to take certain ac­
tions that would bave been frowned 
upon in the life of a private Israelite. 
Neither does Samson always realize 
that the Lord is really ustng him in 
these various relatione to bring about 

the defeat of the Philistines. For 
some reaaon, Samson made a Journey 
to Timnath. a place shown In the map 
to be in the possession of Ephraim. 
WhUe tbere he saw a woman of the 
Philistines who pleased him. 

Verse 2. Customs of the Umes now 
being studied were ditterent from 
those of ours. It was a common mat­
ter tor parents to take action In se­
curing a wIte for a son. This was .. 
peclally true when the woman sought 
was from a ditterent communtty than 
that of the Interested man. See for 
instance the case of Abraham and 
Isaac in Genesis 24. 

Verses 3, 4. The parents ot Samson 
did not reaUze that God was in all 
this a.trair and was taking 8uch means 
to get their son in a position of ad­
vantage with the enemy. They p~ 
tested his choice ot a woman tor a 
wife. He insisted on the chotce be­
cause she pleased him well. Neither 
did he realize what it might mean to 
the cause of the people of Israel for 
him to be thus connected with the 
PhlllsUnes. 

Verses 6-7. The trio went down to 
Timnath to attend to the matter of 
engaging the woman for samson. On 
the way the strength of tbe young 
man was demonstrated by his enCOUD­
tel' with a 110n. This took place at a 
ttme that he was temporarUy not in . 
the company of his parents and he 
did not teU them about it. GOing on 
down to Timnath he obtained a viSit 
with the woman and was confirmed in 
bis 4rat impression made on the pre­
vioul Visit to the town. The language 
of the following verse indicates that 
an agreement was reached between 
him and the woman to become hu. 
band and wife soon. 

Verses 8, 9. When the time drew 
near the trio again started to Tim­
nath. When they reacbed the spot 
where Samson had killed the lion he 
"tUrned aside" as he evidently had 
done the other time for bls parents 
had not known of his experience with 
the beast. Finding some honey tn the 
carease of the animal he took some 
and ate. Coming to the presence of 
his parente he gave them of the honey 
but still did not explain it to them. 

Verse 10. The matter was settled 
for the woman to become the wife of 
Samaon. It was a custom for a groom 
to treat hlB bride by giving a seven­
day feaat to the guests who might be 
present. This waa what Laban r&­
Q.ulred of JlUlOb In Gen. 29: 27. Sam. 
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SOD does this tor the woman who was 
to be bi • . wife. 

VerBe 11. It was to be an .interest­
ing occasion tor they invited thirty 
friends to be present and be compan­
iODS to SamaoD. 

Verses 12. l3. As one meaDS of dl­
veraton Samson propounded a riddle 
to these companions and gave them 
the entire period of the Beven days to 
guess it. The stake was thirty sbeets. 
This word IS from CADIYN and defined 
by Strong "from an unused root 
meaning to envelop; a wrapper, 1. e., 
shirt." The R. V. says "Unen gar­
ments," which is doubtless justified 
by the lexicon. Whichever lost In the 
proposition was to give these articles 
of clothing to the other. Whether the 
companions expressly agreed to the 
bargain is not stated. But they called 
for the riddle and in absence of any 
other conditions they would be honor­
abJy bound to the terms stated by 
Samson. 

Verse 14. As the reader will know. 
the riddle was formed from his expe­
rience in the matter at the honey in 
the carca.se at the Han. He must have 
had such a thought in his mind all 
along since the altair of the lIon, 
since he kept the acoount of it from 
his parents although it was a very in­
dift'erent matter 8S to being confiden­
tial. He wished to know that be alone 
would bave knowledge ot it. Since we 
know they never did guess the riddle 
themselves the last statement of tbis 
verse must be taken to mean that 
they did not begin to surmise until 
the third day that the riddle would 
be too much tor tbem. 

Verse 15. They kept on trying at 
the riddle. Finally the seventh day 
arrived and now they have just the 
one day to win the prize. In their 
desperation they appeal to his wife to 
learn the answer. They accompany 
their request with threats to burn her 
and her father's house. They further 
accuse her ot conspiring with her 
husband to take their possessions 
from them and put the question di­
reet to her it such Is not the case. 
This is wbat they meant by the last 
words. "is it not 801" 

Verse 16. She resorts to a strong 
weapon ot a woman, her tears. This 
sbe adds to the complaint that he had 
told some things to others that he had 
not told her. He tries to quiet her by 
telling her that he had not told it to 
his own parents. 

Verse 17. His reply did not quiet 

her. She wept before him .. the seven 
days/' . Silica thia WeeplDg did not be­
gin until the aeventh day we see the 
explanation in the margin which says 
"the rest ot the seven days." The en­
tire Beven days wUl not be over until 
the present ODe closes. Thus it means 
that from the beginning to the end of 
the seventh day she besieged him 
with her tears 80 that on this seventh 
day, the last day of grace tor the rid­
dle, he was overcome by her persis­
tence. In this condItion of mind. he 
told her the answer to the riddle. As 
yet, we know not that he expected it 
to go any further than to her. Nei· 
ther does the text state whether sbe 
relayed it to the men of the city. That 
remains to be brought out. 

Verse 18. Just in time for the COD­

ditions stated the men gave the an­
swer to the riddle. Samson knew he 
had not told anyone the answer but 
his wife and that she therefore bad 
betrayed his confidence on that sub­
ject One at the meanings of the word 
for "plowed" is to devise or work 
with secrecy. A heiter would be used 
figuratively as reterring to his part_ 
_ner in the Intimate relationship of 
this lite. The whole eentence means 
that they had secreUy devised with 
his young partner and in that way 
bad obtained the answer to his riddle. 

Verse 19. However, Samson will 
fulfill hiB promise although it wlll be 
to the sorrow of the PhlUstines. God 
helped him In the matter by giving 
him success tn the encounter. By kill­
Ing the thirty Ph1lJsUnes he obtains 
the articles of clothing to payoff the 
riddle. Also we may learn that since 
the articles were taken from the bod­
ies of the men slain, It shows that the 
"sheets" of the stake were as already 
explained and not articles for the 
beds. In his anger over the whole at­
tair it seems that Samson departed 
from the place and went back to his 
(ather's house. Evidently this was an 
act of hasty temper although it, too. 
might have been part of the Lord's 
plan. 

Verse 20. The closing words of pre­
ceding paragraph were suggested by 
the statement or this. In the absence 
of Samson from his wIfe's home 
where be had lett her for the time 
being, she had been gIven by her fa­
ther to another man. It was one 
whom Samson had befriended, but in­
gratitude is a common trait. 
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JUDGES 15 
Verla 1. In course .of tJme Samson 

cooled off from his anger and decided 
to go on a visit to his wife. It was 
customary to express good will by 
makIng -a gift of some value and so 
Samson decides to present bis wife 
wIth a young goat. Now that he bad 
already received the woman as bis 
wife he Is entitled to her intimate 
company and decides to avaH himself 
of it. One meaning of the word for 
"chamber" here Is bed chamber. It 
means that he proposed to enter his 
wife's bed chamber where he was sup­
posed to have right to enter. But the 
fatber of the woman barred bim from 
the apartment. 

Verse 2. The father otters bis ex­
planation and says he thought that 
Samson hated her. We may justly in· 
fer that such conclusion was based on 
the angry conduct of Samsoo In tak­
ing his departure for bis fonner home 
instead of remaining with his new 
wife. Especially might he so conclude 
since Samson had been absent a con­
siderable time. Now that another 
man has been gIven possession of the 
young woman she cannot be claimed 
by Samson. Instead of ber. the cold 
bargain Is ottered that he may have 
the younger sister or bls wire. The 

. induc~ment is suggested that she is 
fairer (better or more beautiful) than 
the one be had married. There is no 
Indication that Samson even made 
any reply to this Insulting proposi­
Win. 

Verse 3. Samson plans to do tbe 
Ph1UsUnes a dlsravor but be will 
briog it about in such a way that 
they will not blame him for It and 
hence w111 not take any vengeance 
on blm. . 

Verses 4, 5. Enemies of the Bible 
scoff at the idea that a man could 
catch three hundred foxes when it 
u8ually takes several men to catch 
one. For ooe thing we are not com­
pelled to suppose that these faxes 
were the same as the animal by that 
name today .. Even it they were, let it 
be remembered that Samson is now 
the instrument in the hands of God 
for the subjugation of the Philistines 
and be would enable Samson to do 
whatever was necessary tor the work. 
By tying the faxes together In pairs 
and in the manner described with the 
torches attached to their talls, they 
would be incited to struggle for re­
lease. In the contrary pulUng of the 
animal. their speed would be Inter· 
tered with and all the while the lire 

WOU1~ : be lmrnlng do.W11 the sraln. 
ThIs would result In much more de­
struction to the crop than would have 
been done · had the faxes been left 
apart even though there would have 
been double the number ot torches.: 
But the hasty exit ot the faxes from 
the place would have left less destruc­
tion In their wake than as done by 
Samson's wisdom. 

Verse 6. Of course. tbis drew the 
attention of the Philistines with the 
inquiry as to the perpetrator thereof. 
Being informed. that it was Samson 
and also as to the reason for it. they 
laid the blame all on the father-in­
law of the man and the woman who 
was to have been his wile. Being Jl. 
party to the fraud it was Just that 
she sutter with her father. She had 
not only betrayed the confidence of 
her husband by exposing the answer 
to the riddle, but now, in the aliena­
tion from his companionship, she was 
guilty along with her father. Hence. 
It was right that she suffer with him. 
By looking over Samson and pouring 
their effective wrath on the cause of 
the situation the thing came to pass 
referred to by Samson in 3rd verse. 

Verses 7, 8. While the aforesaid ac­
tions avenged Samson for bis disap­
pointment in the matter of bls wlfe, 
he is not satisfied with the present 
evils infticted on the PhiUstines. He 
attacked them In the hip and thigh. 
The last word refers to the groIn and 
includes consideration of the genera­
tive parts. Thus the slaughter which 
Samson in:D.icted on them was not 
instant death, but a prolonged one. 
Having accomplished this revenge he 
went to a place in Palestine called 
Etam. which had a sort of resting 
place on a rock. There he prepared to 
dwell for a time. 

Verso 9. The PhiUsUnes pursued 
Samson and assembled at a place 
called Leht. the exact location of 
which was uncertain. It was in the 
same general territory as Judah. 

Verse 10. On seeing the hordes of 
the enemy the men of Judah inquired 
their aJm 1n coming there. They said 
it was to bind Samson and return 
vengeance on him. 

Verse 11. The speech of the Philis­
tines Beemed to be a surprise to these 
men of Judah. They considered them 
as their rulers and did not realize 
that movements were being made for 

. their release. Now they address them· 
selves to Samson in a kind of critical 
mood. . 
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Ver.. 12. Having been tntormed 
that it WBB Samson alone whom the 
PhIUBtinee wanted they think to al>' 
pease them by delivering him Into 
their hands. Samson Is DOt afraid of 
the Philistines but asks tor guaran­
teea of security from his own breth­
ren. 

Verse 13. The assurance desired 
waa given and then he was bound as 
it to prevent bis escape. In this COD­
dltion they brought him from his 
place on the rock at Etam aDd to the 
place caned Lehl. 

Verse 14. When he reached Lehi 
the Pb1l1stinea gave a ahout prepara­
tory for an attack. The spirit of the 
Lord came to his rescue and the cords 
around him became 8S weak as if 
they ba(l been burned in the fire and 
he was thUB released. 

Verse 16. He bad not come to this 
place with any weapon. A moist jaw 
bone of an ass was nearby and that 
became his only weapon. With BUch a 
weapon be slew a thousand of tbe 
PhtUstines. We will understand, of 
course. that such a weapon, unaided 
by the Lord, would have been tar too 
short to · accomplish what was done at 
that time. 

Verse 16. Here is where Samson 
forgot to give credit properly for the 
success of h1a deed. The first personal 
pronoun used exclusively got him into 
trouble with God. 

Ver .. 17. According to Smith's BI­
ble Dictionary the name Samson gave 
this place means "hill of the Jaw­
bone." And in the margin of the text 
we have "the lifting up of the jaw­
bone." Not only did he take the credit 
to himself of killing the great number 
of men, but named a place by his per­
sonal feat. 

Verse 18. The great tblrst that 
came upon him must. have been sud­
den In its attack and very depressing 
inasmuch as be felt the threat of 
death. It sometimes needs a thing 
Uke that to impress a person with his 
shortcoming. It had the deSired ettect 
on Samson, tor he cried out in his 
misery that "thou bast given this 
great deliverance" and then pleads 
for help. 

Verse 19. God. never punishes h1a 
servants beyond what Ie necessary. 
After the penitent plea of Samson a 
fountain of water was made to flow 
from the very object by which he had 
accomplished, through the Lord, his 
great victory over the enemy. Then 
he gave a name that was different 

from the one just bestowed on the 
place. That name was in view of bie 
feat in handItng the Jawbone. This 
one was in memory of his penitence. 
The word is defined In the margin 8.1 
"the well of him that called or cried," 
and the lexicon agrees with the defini­
tion. 

Verse 20. This passage not only 
gives us another term of years to be 
added to the chronology, but al80 
states the particular people who op­
pressed Israel at the time. 

JUDGES 16 
Verse L Gaza was a prominent town 

In the land of the PhtUstinee. The 
incident of hts going down to that 
place and patronizing a harlot was not 
a very uncommon thing then any more 
than it 18 today. But it occasioned 
another demonstration of the power 
of Samson in the presence of the 
enemy as wUl be seen. 

Verse 2. He had been seen coming 
Into the city but his exact location 
would not be known. The principal 
ciUes were walled and going and com­
ing had to be done through the gate. 
The men of the city planned to capture 
him In the morning, supposing that 
after passing the night In the place 
he would go out. Of course they were 
sleeping near the gate and not aware 
of his plan to go on after his visit with 
the woman. Tbe word tor u)ay" is 
8HA.J[A.JI and deftned by Strong tfa 
primitive root; to lle down (for rest, 
sexual connection, decease or any other 
purpose). There is no evidence that 
they knew his purpose tn the City or 
they would have watched at the house 
of the woman. It is the Inspired 
writer who tells us of his actions there. 

Verse 3. See comments on the word 
"lay" in preceding verse. After end­
ing his visit with th1a woman be was 
ready to leave the city but found the 
gate closed .Ince It was stm night 
and those walled cities were thus 
fortUled at night. Here is where Sam­
son showed his physical. might again 
by carrying away the very parts of 
the City that were supposed to be 
protection for the citizens on the In­
side. He was able not only to pull the 
parts down but carried them to the 
top of a hUI near Hebron. Nothing 
more i8 Bald about th..la etreumstance 
and we do not know how much etrect 
it had on the PhlUstinea except that 
it gave them to understand that he 
was a mighty man and that they would 
never be able to deal with him In an 
ordinary manner. This will be broUCht 
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out [n tbe following part of the nar­
rative. 

Vel"B8 4. The word '1oved" ia trom 
AWRAB and deftned "8 primitive root; 
to have affection tor (lexualIy or other. 
wiae)"-8trODK'. This shows U8 that 
the attachment between Samson and 
DeUlah was more than mere physical 
gratification. Had that been the only 
I!JenBe In whJch he loved this woman 
the word would not have been used 
since it was not used just previous 
to tbh!l case. Wben the writer told us 
ot his visit to the harlot nothing was 
said about his loving her. Moreover, 
we are not to forget that the Lord is 
In all of tbla matter and using an 
the various means to get Samson In 
a position of advantage over the Philis­
tines. That can be accomplIshed by 
bringing about the intimate uaoela· 
tlon of this Judge with th[s outstsnd· 
lug woman of the enemy. 

Verse 5. Tbla verse Indicates that 
something more than mere physical 
relations existed between Samson and 
Delilah. The leading men of tbe 
Philistines recognized thts close at­
tachment beween them, e]s8 they would 
not have hoped to overcome .him 
through her help. It is true the word 
"wife" 1a . not used in the story but 
there were no definite ceremonies 
that we know of In foree in those 
days tor making a woman a wlte. All 
the elements of mcb a relationship 
were present tn this case and we have 
reason to think of them tn that Ught. 

Verse 6. Be[ng InHuenced by tbe 
vast amount of mODey promised her, 
Delilah asked Samson to explain the 
seeret of his great strength. There 
could have been no Indication of it 
by his personal appearance even though 
be might have been ODe of unusual 
muscular form. That could not have 
aceounted for the abUity to carry 
away the gate of a city. 

Verse 7. The "withs" were cords, 
and being green, meant they were 
moist or new. It mIght be that such 
an article would be secure against 
rending. 

Verse 8. The Ph11latines were will­
Jng to cooperate 10 they fUrnished her 
with the articles suggested by Samson. 
It might be asted why be permitted 
her to even tie him with these cordi 
815 be was strong enough to resist 
her bad be wisbed to do BO. Again 
we sbould keep [n mind tbat the Lord 
[s In this whole strange thing. 

Verse 9. One meaning of the word 
for "chamber" is an apartment. De-

lIlab admitted th... men Into ber 
apartment but in a hidden manner. 
to be unknown to Samson. Aner 
binding him with the cords ahe an'" 
nouneed that the Phil1sUnes w~re upon 
blm. But they had no opportunity to 
take him because be broke the cords 
as if they were charred. 

Verses 10, 11. She accused him · of 
lying to her which was the eaae. Yet 
she was willing to trust him again 
and all this according to the plan of 
God reterred to above. Thla time be 
explained that new ropes that had 
never been used would make him 
helpless. A rope would be heavier 
than a cord and 80 perhaps they would 
hold him. 

Verse 12. The suggestion was fol­
lowed and she bound him with the 
ropes. Also she had the men con­
cealed and ready to take Samson it be 
were found to be really trapped. Again 
he tore them from him B8 if they were 
thread. 

Verse 13. To the reader who knows 
the "secret" of his strengtb th[s tbeory 
ot SamROn might seem to come nearer 
the truth since the balr of his head 
was Involved. The web was the warp 
In a loom and thus WB8 a seriee of 
threads slmlUar to the series of illa­
menta composing the bairs of his bead 
which were long, being a Nuarite. It 
m[gbt be tbat by jo[nlng the two 
systems of these filaments he would 
be held fast. The seven Jocks would 
mean bis entire growth of bair since 
the word indicates the Idea of com· 
pleteness when used figuratively. 

Verse 14. The suggestion was fol­
lowed, and again the Dreaenoe of the 
Phtustines was announced to him. 
Aga[n h[s strengtb was exb[b[tsd by 
b[s leaving with all tbe parts of tbe 
loom adjoining the web, to which bis 
balr bad been fastened. 

Veroes 15·17. Delilah [s not en· 
tirely discouraged. She continues her 
Vleas from day to day ·untU he is 
practically worn out. It ia natural 
to ask why he kept on answering her 
as long as he did when be knew her 
motive tor all the instances. We should 
also remember that the whole pro­
ceed[ng [s of the Lord. So be told 
her the truth this time. His long hair 
was In endenee and had been aJnce 
ahe had known him. What ahe did 
not know wall that it had never been 
cut. He explained wby that was the 
case and that bIB strengtb was a 
supernatural gift on condition of bls 
special vow. The mere telling her of 
the secret of b[s strength would not 
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have 'been wrong for any man" under 
a vow could lawfully relate · that fact. 
The ' text does not say that be gave 
her permission to have the hatr of hra 
head cut. He could have prevented 
her from doIng so had he determined 
to do BO. It is reasonable to con­
clude that he needed a lesson of coD­
fidence for others as well as for him­
self. 

Verse 18. After being deceived three 
Urnes why would Delilah conclude that 
he had told her the truth this time? 
Well, the three explanations Samson 
offered would at least have the ap­
pearance ot being physical cause for 
overcoming bis strength. Tbus she 
could logically conclude that In Borne 
mysteriouB way such material ob· 
staeles to bis exercise. might over· 
come him, hence she was decoyed the 
three Urnes. But the explanation he 
gave her this time was fundamentally 
different. There could be no logical 
or physical connection between long 
hatr and this phenomenal strength. 
Were the fact of long bair the physical 
caUBe of strength then all women of 
that day would have been strong be~ 
caUBe they had Buch balr. She right­
tully concluded that indeed BOme 
hidden (to her) cauae of his strength 
was connected with the locka of his 
hair. With such assurance she called 
for the lords of the Ph1lJstinea once 
more and they came with the money 
in hand to reward her for her treach· 
ery. 

Verse 19. Samson submitted to the 
plan of Delilah and allowed himselt to 
fall asleep on the knees of this wo­
man. In that condition the hatr of his 
head was shorn and thus his vow was 
broken. When that was done the Lord 
took his strength trom him because 
the vow was broken which was the 
condlUon. or one of the conditions. of 
his vow upon which the special favor 
of God was bestowed. 

Verse 20. Delilah gave an arousing 
caU to Samson and he awoke. We will 
recall that be bad been vexed almost 
to the point or death berore going 10 
sleep. It was natural that awaking 
thus suddenly he would not miss his 
long hair at once. So he thinks to do 
as he had done on the three previous 
occasions. He proposes to go out and 
"shake" himself. Tht's word is" from 
NAWAR and defined" by Strong "a 
primitive root (through the idea: of 
the rustling ot mime. which usually 
accompanies the nonis roar); to tum­
ble about." The idea is that as the 
lion would roar and Ihake hiB mane 

InhlB great and maj •• tlc · strength, 
80 Samson will shake bls strength 88 
connected with bls tong batr ltke the 
mane of a lion. Being just aroused 
from the deep sleep he did not realize 
that he was minus his hair and hence 
did not reaUze that the Lord was 
gone. 

Verse 21. The lords of the Ph111sUnes 
were on bands to take advantage of 
the situation. Without hindrance they 
took Samson into their grasp. They 
began their pereeeutton of him by 
boring out his eyes. They are not for­
getting the rormer disappointments 
they had and so are taking no chances 
Ihls Ume . . They look him to the Im­
pOJ;'tant city of their country and there 
bound him with brazen tetters. Also 
they put him in prison and compelled 
him to do servile labor tor them. They 
made him grind wbJle In the prison 
house. The word 1s from TACHAN 
which is defined, "to grind meal."-­
Strong. According to the information 
at history it was always women who 
were compelled to do this work. The 
exception is made in this case, and its 
very sign1ficance fs that he has been 
humiliated to the strength and posi­
tion of women." 

Verse 22. Samson has had his first 
lesson of chastisement for breaking 
his vow by losing his strength. Since 
another purpose ot God In this proceed. 
ing is to get vengeance on the Philis­
tines the strength will gradually re­
turn. That will be necessary for the 
accomplishing of the downfall of these 
enemies. It can be seen in numerous 
instances ot the hIstory of the Israel­
Ites that God would use heathen na­
tions to punish his own wayward 
people. Arter the punishment bad been 
Inflicted. then the heathen nation 
would be punished. Thus in the pres­
ent case Samson needed punishment 
for breaking hts vow and the Pb1Us· 
tines ware the instrument by wbich 
the punishment was inflicted. Now 
that such has been done it remains 
for the enemy himself to be given the 
justice bJa motives deserved. 

Verse 23. Citizens are permitted to 
visit their publ1c prisons especially 
when a noted prisoner is there. So 
the Pbt1fsttnea came to the prison and 
beheld thetr hated foe In custody. In 
this situation they gave credit for 
tlieir good state to their idol god, 
Dagon. 

Verses 24. Chronologtcally tblB verse 
should be prior to verse 23. The 
people came to the prison and there 
saw Samson in slavery. Wben they 
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AW' him in that condition they pro­
ceeded to assemble in thetr temple 
used for the worship of their god. 
When assembled in that place they 
engaged in praises to their heathen 
god and gave it the credit for the 
overthrow of their common toe. They 
here acknowledge that Samson had 
slatn many of their fenow ciUzens. 

Versa 26. In the midst of their 
testlv!tles and joytulneBS over their 
supposed victory they thought of hav­
tng further entertainment at Sam­
son's expense. They Bent to have him 
brought out of the prison and Into 
tb!s public building wbere they were 
gathered in so great numbers at the 
occasion of thetr triumph. The word 
"sport" Is from an original, that means 
to laugh or to be laugbed aL Thus 
they did not expect Samson to act tor 
them as a sportsman would act, but 
tbat be mlgbt be tbe object of their 
jests and derisive laughs. 

Verse 26. Samson Is blind, hence 
asks for the services of a. lad in find-
1ng the p11Iars of the bouse. His pur­
pose as stated to the lad was that 
be might lean on them wh1ch would 
seem a very reasonable explanaUon. 

Voroe 27. Great bulldl_ that were 
uaed for public actlvltlea were basad 
upon tall and heavy pil1ars In olden 
times. So much BO that a single pH­
Iar would support much ot the bulld· 
1ng and hence the perpetuity ot the 
building would depend otten on one 
or two central posts. (See 1 Tim. 
3: 16). At the time we are now con­
sidering this great building was IIl1ed 
with happy men and women with the 
lords at the Philistines. As the roofs 
or buildings were then used tor per· 
BODal occupation there were three 
thouBand ot them on this roof. We do 
not know how many more were on 
the Inside. 

Verse 28. The personal aft11ctions ot 
Samson moved the Lord to compassion. 
A prayer was sent up to heaven. It 
was not overlooked that not only were 
the eyes of the servant of God de­
stroyed, but In reprisal tor them the 
great enemies of God would be pun· 
Isbed. This Interest In tbe cause of 
G<>d on behalf of his people was very 
commendable for Samson. 

Verse 29. Mere faltb as exlsta In the 
assent of the mind Is not enough. 
Some action on the part of man must 
be forthcom1ng. In co~dence, Sam­
son took hold of· the two middle 
p1l1ars on which the bouse was sup­
ported. 

Veroe 30. Continuing hi .. prayer, 
Samson asks to die with the· Phlflil­
tines. Also continuing his own 'actions 
In cooperation with ' the Lord, be ap­
plied his strength against the pillars 
and tbe building collapsed, killing the 
people therein. The number ot the 
slain is not given except in a com­
parison. He slew more at the time 
of his death tban be bad Idlled In 
all his ute prev!ously. 

Verse 31. His relatives caDle for bls 
body and burled It In tbefamlly burial 
ground. The statement at his twenty 
years of judgment must not be added 
to the term mentioned in ch. 15 : 20. It 
is merely a repetition of the same fact 
and given here as a flnal summtng up 
of his remarkable lite. It might be 
inquired as to what benefit It was 
to the Israelites tor Samson to bave 
all these personal conflicts with the 
Philistines. It w1l1 appear cleat when 
we reflect that all this had a detracting 
etrect and that whUe these things were 
going on, the general oppression from 
the enemy would be hindered and the 
children or Israel encouraged. 

JUDGES 17 
Verse 1. Mount Ephra1m bas al· 

ready been seen to reter to a general 
territory in the south and west part of 
Palestine. Somewhere in this district. 
this man Micah lived. He was an 
IsraeUte but bad become interested in 
idolatry as did his mother. 

Verse 2. This idolatrous mother had 
been saving some sUver tor an unlaw­
ful purpose which was unknown to the 
son. He had spied It and stolen It. 
When the mother missed it, not know­
Ing tbe Identity of the thief, she bad 
given way to cuning in the hearing or 
her son. Now he confesses to her tbat 
he bad taken it. Instead of repr imand­
ing him for stealing, sbe asked the 
Lord's blessing on bim. This evil at,;. 
tltude Is explained by the fact that 
she was not concerned in the moral 
Ufe of her son, but was glad tbat the 
sUver was at least "kept In the family." 

Verse 3. The son turned the silver 
over to his mother tor the time beIng. 
She protested, since It bad been aaved 
for bis use anyway. She bad intended. 
It to be made into images tor idola­
trous worship by him and hence he 
might as weI! have It again In his 
possession. On this explanation she 
handed It back to him. . 

Verse 4. We cannot consider it an 
unselflsb act when the son turned the 
silver back to . his mother this time. 
He had been Informed that abe would 
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tuIe It f.or htl bene1lt and hence he 
would get its value appropriated. to 
himself at last. Not onl,. 80. but h. 
would be relieved of the trouble of 
having the articles made. Be would 
thus let ner have that reaponslbtuty. 
So the sUver W88 taken by the mother 
who procured the services of a work­
man, made a cast. and &1ao a chtseled 
image, and they were placed in the 
house of the IOn Micah. 

Verse 6. Not eaUelled with · these 
two images hts mother had procured 
for him. Micah added th... articles. 
They were similar to the sacred arti· 
cles that were ueed by the priests in 
the tabernacle services. Thus this man 
Micah mixed the two kinds of worship, 
the Idolatrou8 and the imitation of the 
true one in the tabernacle. He was a 
man somewhat along in years for he 
had BODa, one of whom was acting as 
hi. priest. 

Verse 6. There W88 no man in civil 
authority who would also be interested 
in seeing the true law8 at God ear­
ried DuL Hence each man became a 
law unto hl.mself. and thus the inde­
pendent conduct of Micah. No endorse­
ment Is intended for this man*s evil 
ways. but just an account of conditions 
In that age of many upsets. 
. Verse 7. There Is no apparent con­
nection between the foregoing vel'8eS 
and th08e to follow. The relation will 
appear before thtt chapter Is finished. 
Bethlehem Is a town situated in the 
possession of the tribe of Judah. This 
young man who was a Levlte 8B to his 
tribe was sojourning In this town of 
Bethlehem. We are not told why he 
had been there but evidently it was 
temporary. as w1ll be seen in the next 
verse. 

Verse 8. The words "8 place" are 
not in the original. But the context 
shows them. to be correctly inserted for 
the young LeVite Willi aaJ.d to have 
been only sojourning in Bethlehem 
which was outside the territory of hJa 
tribe. Now he Is going away from 
Bethlehem to sojourn again wherever 
he can find a place to spend some time. 
In his rounds be comes upon that spot 
in mount EDhratm where the house 
of 'Micah was. 

Verse 9. Micah uked this new· 
comer about his former whereabouts. 
In response, the young LeVite Informed 
him as desired. and al80 told him of 
hts purpose In aolng about over the 
count.,.. that h. was looking for a 
place. 

Verse 10. That was just the kind of 

man Micah was Interested in. Be 
Invited him to dwell with him and bo 
to him a father (ft.gurattvely. as an 
overseer) and a priest. Micah knew 
that the priests under the law were 
to be teachers also. So the young 
man engaged himself to this man on 
a stipulated sum ot money and other 
temporal things. 

Verses 11. 12. The contract having 
been agreed to, the young matr was 
treated as one of the famtly. Mlcab 
also performed some sort of ceremony 
In consecration of the man to the 
priesthood over his bouse. 

Verse 13. Another thfng that Micab 
knew was that the lawful priests were 
to be of the trtbe of Levi. Whether 
this particular young man was from 
the particular famtly or Aaron which 
alone or all the Levttee could be priest 
Is not stated. That much or the re­
quired quaUficatfon was present at 
least. For this reason Micah con· 
cluded that the bleaolnlr of God would 
be extended to him. He did not real­
ize that no one can hope to have the 
favor or God In bis wickedness just 
because he mixes some or the true 
items of service of God with bls own 
nota wful acllona. He was destined to 
Jeam at the last that bls arrangement 
will not prove a permanent blessing 
to him. 

JUDGES 18 
Verse 1. For the first sentence tn 

this verse see comments at ch. 17: 6. 
The tribe or Dan fs not satisfied with 
the amount of land they POSS88S at 
this time and we will see them making 
arrangements to enlarge . the BRme. 

VerBe 2. Five men were sent on a 
mission of finding more territory that 
might be attached to what they al· 
ready had. Going forth they came upon 
the general territory of mount Eph· 
raim, to the particular sPOt containing 
the house of Mteah. 

Verse 3. This verse explains the one 
previous and wb;y the,. lodged In the 
bouse of MIcah. Wben they had come 
neaT this bOUAe they beard the voice 
ot the Levite on the Inside and recog-_ 
nbed it. We do not know how they_ 
came to know him but the record 8ays 
it was 80. Upon bearing the voice 
they turned In to inquire why he was 
there and all about hlB business in 
that plaee. 

Verse 4. The young man answered 
their questions and concluded with the 
most slgnUlcant part of the contract, 
that he was the prtest to the man em­
ploying him. 
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V.,raes 6, 6. These men doubtless 
understood the provisions of the law 
01 Moseo, tbat the prleethood was 
u:pected to be a means of communi· 
cation between God and the people. 
(Lev. 10: 11; DeuL 17: 9; Mal. 2: 7.) 
Such would only apply regularly to the 
authorized priest and one in the faith­
ful service of God. In the absence of 
any direct information in the record 
here, we aTe not able to say how much 
of this transaction W8.8 approved of 
by the Lord. We are able to say that 
what the priest predicted for them 
came to pass. Sometimes God used 
even unauthorized perSons through 
which to give Information to others 
(1 Sam. 28: 11·14), but whether that 
was done in the case at hand is not 
certaln. 

Verse 7. The men resumed their 
Beafch for territory avaJlable for their 
tribe to acquire. Finally they came 
to the community of Latsh as it was 
called at the Ume of this adventure; 
but which came to be called Dan. 
Bible students will recognize It by 
tbls name and will recall that It was 
located at the moat northern extremity 
of Palestine. They found the people 
there to be unluspectlng and careless 
about their safety. In other words, 
so self-satisfied with their situation 
that they never seemed to reaUze that 
an enemy might IUp in on them any 
time. With such an attitude they ex­
posed themselves to attack without 
being prepared in mind, or otherwise, 
to defend themselves. This was the 
very kind of opportunity these men of 
the tribe of Dan were wanting. 

Verses 8-10. This group of five spies 
returned to their home and made re­
port of their discovery of a desirable 
land. They also urged their brethren 
to go at once to possess I t and de­
scribed the people as being careless 
and not watchful. 

Verse 11. Acting on this advice 
they armed and sent 600 men. 

Verses 12, 13. In their Journey they 
retraced the same route the dve men 
bad taken on their miSBion of espion­
age and reached the place of Micah's 
bouse. 

Verse 14. Of course these five spies 
were In the present group as pilots. 
Upon reaching the place of Micah's 
bouse they gave the company infor­
mation about the articles that were in 

. that house and luggested they do some· 
thing about IL 

Verses 16-17. The company now came 
to the Immediate sPOt and the body 

of the army stood guard at the pte 
while tbe five aplee entered the hOWle 
and took the graven lm.age and other 
articlee that Micah had there for wor· 
ship. In the meanume the priest looked. 
on the company, standing with them 
at tbe gate. 

Verse 18. Having confiscated the 
articles they came on out to the gate 
where the priest waa standing and he 
asked them tor explanation of their 
acUons. 

Verse 19. The priest was told to 
keep sun and also offered a position 
like the one he bad at present, only 
over an enUre tribe. 

Verse 20. This offer was pleasing 
to the priest and doubUeu sounded 
like • better proposition than the one 
be had been holding. On thlB Induce­
ment he went with the company. 

Verse 21. In the order of march tbey 
put the UtUe ones In the lront, also 
the cattle. The "carriage" here means 
Ihelr personal goods that had to be 
carried. 

Verse 22. After the company had 
been gone some distance the people 
living near the bouse of Micah rose 
to his 888istance and went with him. 
in pursuit. 

Verse 23. Upon overtaking them 
they made a cry of obJection, or de­
spair, or lome other kind of expres­
sion that provoked the children of 
Dan. At thiS, the latter repUed with 
the Q.uestlon as to what was ailing 
Micah and why he waa pursuing witb 
the company. 

Verse 24. This seemed to be an 
unnecessary question in view of what 
they had done to him. He expressed 
the thought that he was left with 
nothing and that he had much on 
which to base a complaint. 

Ve...... 25, 26. Micah wae warned 
to keep still It he valued his ltre. The 
company then proceeded In their jour· 
ney, while Micah, seeing his cause was 
lost, returned home. 

Verse 27. The company of Danltea 
arrived at the place that had been 
espied. by the five on the previous 
trip. They found them still unmindful 
of any danger and not looking out tor 
their own safety. In this state of at· 
fairs the city was easily captured. The 
people were surprised and alain and 
their city was destroyed. In thus tak­
ing sneak advantage of these quiet 
people, the children 01 Dan lulfllled 
the prediction made by Jacob In Gen. 
49: 17. It waa asld that Dan abould be 
". Serpent by the wBY," which was 



372 Judges 18: 28-19: 18 

exp.1ained to mean he would make an 
unexpected attack. 

Verse 28. Tbe easy victory over 
this place is further explained by the 
fact that they bad no one to fight for 
them. Zidon was too tar off to furnIsh 
them any help and they were not al­
lied to any other people by business or 
otherwise. The last part of tb& verse 
breaks Into the matter of the Danltes 
and their conQuest just accomplished. 
They rebullt tbe city they had Just de­
stroyed and established a c 0 Jon y 
thereat. 

Verse 29. The language of this verse 
indicates that whtle the former city 
was the site of the present one, the 
name was cbanged in honor of the 
head of the tribe. It is here that we 
see one of the methods of recording 
facts in the Bible. As far back as 
Gen. 14: 14, we read of the city of Dan. 
yet we just now have read. of the 
actual circumstance by which it got Its 
name. The explanation Is that when 
the events took place that are recorded 
in GenesiS this history of which we 
just now learned had happened, so the 
writer uses the name that was then 
(at time or bls writing) attacbed to 
It. 

Verses 30. 31. This paragraph shows 
the fickleness of man. After practic­
ally kidnapping the priest of Micah 
and promising him a larger "pastorate" 
they now ignore all that. and instead 
place a man as priest over their in­
stitution who did not belong even to 
the tribe supposed to furnish priests. 
And nothing was ever said about the 
young Levlte wbo had deserted Micah. 
Also, this Ulegal establishment here 
was along the same line at false wor­
ship that finally got the nation into 
serious trouble with the Lord, ending 
with the national captivity. When 
people once depart tram the law of 
righteousness there is no logical stop­
ping place. They seem more ready to 
imitate II> bad example than the tru!3 
one. 

JUDGES 19 
Verse 1. To avoid contusion, we 

must always remember that "mount 
Ephraim" 18 .s term not restricted to 
a specific place. but to a territory of 
some general extent In the. western 
part ot Palestine. The Levltes as a 
tribe did not have any possessions. 
thus the Individual members of that 
tribe dwelled in various places. The 
one we are now · reading. about was 
sojourning. on the farther side _ of this 
territory jU8t named: and at Bethle­
bem, In the ll088ession . of Judah, be 

found a 'Woman who became , hie ~on­
cublne. A concubine in thOB~ times 
was practically the same as a wlte in 
all moral senses, but differed as to her 
property rights. She was expected to 
be as true to ber master 1n the inU­
mate relationship, as the wife with 
legal rights. 

Verse 2. The fact that this concubine 
was accused of playing the ha.rlot 
proves that even in those liberal Urnes 
a concubine was considered under ob­
ligations to one man, the same as the 
wife. This woman deserted her duty 
to the oue man and began llromiscuous 
relations with other men. In this sort 
of Ufe sbe also deserted her new home 
and returned to that of her father. 

Verse 3. After a period of absence. 
stated in the A. V. as four mouths, 
the husband went in search of his 
concubine and made a plea for the 
return of her affection. She evidently 
bad repented by this time of ber lapse 
of duty for she secured bim entrance 
to ber father's house. The meeting 
was also agreeable to the damsel's 
father. 

Verse 4, The father-in-law expressed 
his friendship by giving three days of 
bospltality conslstlng In lodging and 
food. 

Verses 6-7. On the morning of the 
fourth day the Levlte prepared. to 
ieave, but his father-in-law persuaded 
him to remain another day and night. 

Verse 8. On the morning of the 
fifth day he intended to depart, but his 
father-in-law persuaded him to remain 
till the afternoon and enjoy his hos­
pitality. 

Verse 9. Towards evening the Levlte 
prepared to leave. His tather-in-Iaw 
used the approach of night as basis for 
pleading that they watt till morning 
and then go. The genuine nature at 
the friendship of this father-in-law is 
here proved. 

Verse 10. The Levlte would not be 
detained longer but de1)8.rted and soon 
came to the vicinity of Jebus. whtch 
is Jerusalem. This was not very far 
from the place wbere they had been 
lodging. 

Verses 11-13. As it was now getting 
Jate in the day the servant suggested 
they stop in Jerusalem for the night. 
The Levite objected because at that 
time the city was being held by a 
foreign class ot people, called Jebu­
sites. The possession of Benjamin was 
directly adjoining tbat of Judab and 
the Levlte felt more at pome there. 
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He therefore ineisted that they pro­
ceed to one of the cities there. 

Verses 14, 16. The sun had gone 
down by the time they reached Gibeah. 
a city in the possession ot the tribe ot 
Benjamin. As it was thus and they 
knew of no certain lodging place in 
the city they sat down in the street. 
It was now in the early hours of night 
or late hours of the day. 

VerBe 16. There was another man 
from this same general territory called 
"mount Ephraim:' now staying in the 
city of Glbeah and finding work in 
that community. He bad secured a 
lodging houee tor bis own occupying. 
As be was coming borne from his work, 
he came Into the city, since his work 
was in a lleld. He was of another tribe 
than the ODe where he was now living 
tor these natives were Benjamites. 

Verse 17. PaBBing into the city he 
noUced this man sitting in the street 
and asked blm about his al tuation. 

Verses 18, 19. The Information 
asked for waa given. The Levtte was 
returning to the house of the Lord. 
That would be an appropriate explana­
tion to give this man who was a " 
stranger to the Levlte. The tabernacle 
was then at Shiloh (Josh. 18: I), 
which was north of Jerusalem and in 
the general territory called mount 
Ephraim. He was now detained in his 
journey by night fall. He was in the 
street because no lodging vlace had 
been made available to him. He had 
sumcient provisions for himself and 
his beasts, bence, was not to be a 
burden on anyone. 

Ver.e. 20, 21. Upon thiB, the old 
man "Invited the Lavlte and his group 
to lodge with him. BrIngIng him into 
his house the usual aets of hospitality 
were performed whieh included the 
washing of feet whlcb was occasioned 
In those days by tbe fact of travel on 
foot and the wearing of sandals that 
subjected the feet to travel·soreness. 

Verse 22. Bell6l. In Old T .. tament 
Urnes thIs was not a proper noun. It 
was used as a deseriptlve word. It 
meant one who was base, worthless, 
law]e88. It later came to be used 
especialIy With rererence to Satan. In 
the particular instance before us the 
men were Sodomites. "That we may 
know him:' meant they wished to com­
mit Bodomy. 

VerBes 28, 24. The protection con­
nected with tho obligations of hospital­
ity caused the old man to protest their 
wicked demand. To quiet them he of­
tered to bring out to them hl. own 

virgin daughter, as well as the" guMt'. 
concubine. This wa.s a strange propo. 
sltlon. For more complete comments 
on the subject see Gen. 19: 8 and 
Dote. Two wrongs never make one 
right. Yet or two evils, it Is" some­
times preferable to choose the less. 
Certainly natural Immorality is leas 
wicked than unnatural. This idea Is 
recognized by the language. or Paul 
in Rom. 1: 27. 

Verse 25. Would not hearken.. Since 
tbe men did use this woman we must 
understand this expression to mean 
only that they did not orally agree to 
the proposal. Still thefr attitude was 
threatening, sO the Levite cooperated 
with his host to the extent that he 
exposed his concubine to the lust of 
the men of the city. They abused her 
all night so that her Ufe was" practi­
cally shut ot!' by morning, at which time 
they let ber go. In the CaBe at Lot 
(Gen. 19: 8), the men would Dot use 
the women. In the present case they 
did not orally agree with a like otter 
although It states they abused the con· 
cublne. Thus, whether they used her 
In the same manuer as tn sodomy we 
are not told. The reasonable infeI'ence 
is that they so used her sInce that 
was their depravity. 

Verse 26. The woman had just 
enough strength left to reaeh the door 
of the bouse where ber husband was 
lodging but was unable to gain en­
trance. 

Verses 27, 28. For the time being 
the Levne did not know what had 
become of his concubine since he had 
turned her Into the hands of the men 
of the city. Hence he was vreparing 
to resume his journey alone or at least 
to go out In search for her. When he 
opened the door there was his concu­
bine prostrate with ber handa grasping 
the threshold of the door in a desperate 
struggle tor entrance. The husband 
thought her only resting and bade heT 
arise that they might be on their way. 
Receiving no response be discovered 
that she was dead. Next be put her 
body on his beast ot burden and went 
on to his home. 

Verse 29. Upon arriving at his houSe 
he cut the body or bls concubine Into 
twelve pIeces, a piece for each tribe, 
and sent the awful tokens out among 
the people. 

Verse M. The effect" wa~ what the 
LevUe expected, no doubt. All who 
saw the g 1" U e 80m e "articles were 
shocked. They stated that It was an 
action without parallel in all the bls­
tory of their naUon. A general call 
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was made that the people hold con­
sultations on the 8ubject, and after 
doing 80 express themselves. 

JUDGES 20 
Verse 1. The act of the Levlte rOo 

eorded in previous chapter roused the 
entire people of Israe}. FrtnJI.. Da" to 
Beer-,Mba.. This WB8 to signify that 
aU of tlle naUon had been aroused. 
Dan was at the northern and Beer­
sheba at the southern extremity of the 
land of Palestine. G1lead was east of 
the Jordan. Thua we see that the 
whole population of the twelve tribes 
came together a.a one man which indi­
cates the unity of feeling and of action. 
Mlzpeh being an Important city In 
Israel it was the general place of 
a.ssembUng to confer on action as to 
the CB8e of the Levlle. 

Verse 2. Here they mobll1zed a 
group of four hundred thousand war­
riors. 

Verse S. When the army was 88-
sembled the Levite was asked to report 
more definitely on bla terrible experi­
ence. The tribe of Benjamin In the 
meantime beard of the great assem· 
blIng of armed men. 

Verses 4-7. The Lente gave a tull 
and true account of what be and his 
concubine had suttered. He concluded 
his speech with request for an ex­
pression from them. 

Verses 8-11. The unity of mind and 
action Is stll1 manifest with this great 
throng ot Israelites. Their decision 
was to divide their man power into 
relays and prepare for action. The 
first thing wlll be to advance to the 
city ot Otbeab, the aeene of the ter­
rible mistreatment imposed upon the 
complainant. 

Versea 12. 13. When they had 
gathered at Olbeab, representatives ot 
all the other tribes sent men through­
out the _Ion of the tribe of Ben­
jamin. The whole tribe need not be 
eharged with the gunt ot one city un­
leu they cause It to be BO. Therefore, 
theae eommlsaloners offer to settle the 
controversy by punIshing the men only 
who were guIlty. That was talr and 
should have been agreed to by the 
tribe of BenJamIn. But they would not 
accept the propoaal made by their 
brethren. 

Veree. 14. 16. Having rejected the 
offer ot peace made by the Israelites, 
the tribe of Benjamin knew that war 
was inevitable. They mustered an 
army front. the various clUes ot their 
poBBesaion and ass e m b led them at 

G1beah. In that city they found othera 
to add to the army. The forces of 
Benjamin now were 26,000 men from 
the outlying cities, and 700 from the 
city of Glbeah. 

Verae 16. Among the forces of Ben­
jamin were BOme special sharpshooters 
to the number ot 700. Lelthanded. ThIs 
word occurs only twice In the Bible. 
As a complete term it does Dot alwaya 
mean that the person had adopted the 
use ot the lett hand Instead ot the 
right. It usually meant that som&­
thing had impeded or deprived him 
of the use ot hi. right hand and that 
he used the lett of necessity. In the 
particular case of the BenJamites we 
have intormation In 1 Chr. 12: 2 that 
the Benjamltes were skilful with each 
of their hands. That wouJd gtve them 
certain advantages as to the angle 
desired for casting stones at the target 
selected. That fact accounts for the 
statement made here that they could 
sling stones at a hair breadth ac­
curately. That would maks them 
formidable antagonists. 

Verse 17. The forces of Israel are 
numbered at 400.000. · Beside. Benjamfn. 
This is said to agree with the Idea 
that Benjamin is on the other side 
ot the confltct. 

Verse 18. As stated before, the Is­
raelites divided. tbeir men Into relays 
tor the war. As to wblch group should 
make the tirst attack, they asked 
counsel at God by going to the house 
of the Lord. That was to. recognition 
at the arrangement made by Moses 
that God was to be known in the place 
chosen to record his name. Upon their 
inquiry they were tnformed that Judah 
was to make the attack. 

Verses 19-21. Tbe ~rst batUe ap. 
parently brought deteat to the Israel­
ites, but their knowledge of warfare 
and also their faith in the Lord pre­
vented llnal deteat. 

Veraea 22. 23. Before making another 
attack, they again seek counsel of tbe 
Lord and are told to renew the battle. 

Vereee 24. 25. Again the children of 
Israel suttered loss of many men. 

Verae 2&-28. While they are not 
enttrely diBCouraged, they seem to 
think that 80methlng may be lacking 
in their own preparation of mind. 
This time they put on a season of 
religious acttvittes. Atter this they ~ 
new their inquiry. The Inspired writer 
explains that the ark of the covenant 
was there, as was also the priest These 
factors made it lawful to ask counsel 
ot God. Again they were told to reo 
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..... tbelr batUe apjJUIt BeDjamlli. 
But tho reader's attellUoll will be 
called to a dUre","ee In tho loat r .. 
Iponae of God from the two previous 
on... In them notbina: waa said as 
to the Immediate outcome of the battle. 
In thla they wefe not only told to go 
on with the batUe, but that In It 
they would succeed over the enemy. 
The whole procedure agrees with the 
Idea taught generally In the Bible 
tbat desirable results often have to be 
obtained through painful and expen­
sive sacrifices. 

Verses 29-31. Now the Israelites 
tnake the attack after arranging cer­
tain stratagems. In this battle the 
Benjamites slew · thirty of the others. 
But this was for a purpose; It gave 
them false encouragement. · 

Verae 32. They concluded that the 
victory was to be theirs as In the 
previous batUea and were thus pre­
pared in mind to fall into the feint 
which the Israelites set for them by 
lleeing. This drew them. from the 
city and Into the highwaya where they 
would be open to the attack of the 
army of Israel. 

Verses 33-36. The deciaive battle 
waa now about to begin. The ones 
lyina: In ambush Joined the others and 
together they emote of the Benjamites, 
26,000 and more. When we consider 
the small size of the army on that 
aide, this number of slain w1l1 appear 
&8 a fundamental and fatal lOBS. 

Veraea 36, 37. The visible cause of 
the success was the stratagem practiced 
by the children of Israel. As the bulk 
of the army was .fleeing and the Ben­
jam,ltes were thus encouraged to pur­
sue. thO&e in ambusb arose unexpect­
edly and mad. the attack that reeulted 
in the great slaughter of the pursuers. 

Verse 38. This is an explanation of 
part ot the strategy. At the proper 
time the signal to be used for move­
ment was that of sending up a flame 
out of the city. 

Verse 39. It W88 at tbls Ume that 
the Israelites in the larger unit made 
aa it they were retreating and that 
decoyed the Benjamltea on to their 
actlon. 

Verse 40. To avoid contusion it is 
well to bear in mind that the scrip. 
ture often makes a general statement 
ot happenings and then ctves more de­
talll. The total number of killed 
among the Benjamitel was stated in 
36th verse. From there on in the 
chapter some of the meaDI used were 
explained speci.flcally and the various 

etaPo of the dIW'a acu.... ouWned. 
Thlio lI.aDIe ea"",, to &rile out ot the 
city ..... one of the ru ... Intellded to 
throw the ~y into contusion. which 
It did. 

Verses 41, 42. ThIs paracraph ..,ts 
forth that on. account of the dect of 
the lIame the Benjamlt.. ltarted to 
.flee toward the wllderneu and were 
Blain In the d1ght. 

Verses 43, 44. III this incident of the 
batlle the Benjamltes IOBt 18,000 men. 

Ver.., 45. Still pursUl~ toward the 
wilderness and overthrowing all the 
stragglers along the highways they 
kllled two thousand more of the enemy. 

Verle 46. Here the writer sums up 
the total Blain of the BeD,jamltes ex' 
cept that it is given in round numbers 
instead of the specHlc hundreda aa in 
35th verse. Such an order of record· 
ing flgures is common in both sacred 
and profane writers. 

Verse 47. These six hundred men 
were USUally Bwift in .flight and thus 
escaped. 

Verse 48. This verse is one of the 
details of the whole day's transactions 
and is to be considered as included 
with the account already referred to 
previously. 

JUDGES 21 
Verse 1. It waa permitted. by the 

law for women to marry into a tribe 
other than that of their fathera with 
the stipulation that no disturbance was 
to be made In the holdln", of the 
land. But before starting into the war 
with the BenJamites the men ot Israel 
were 80 hot in their Indignation that 
they bad made an oath not to let any 
of their daughters foUow that pracUce. 
Whether they realized how completely 
the women of the Benjamites would be 
destroyed along with the men of war 
is not stated. But we can see from 
verse 16 below that about all of the 
avaUable material for wives was slain. 
It Is not considered ethical warfare to 
attack cl vUtans, but if 8uch mingle 
with the armed forces it i8 unavoidable 
that destruction of them will occur and 
hence the population as a whole will 
be redueed That Is what took plaeo 
In thts battle. 

Verae 2. After the war was con· 
eluded the men ot Israel saw the aw· 
ful condition of the tribe of BenJamin. 
that it was almost out of existence, at 
least as far as the prospects ot tuture 
multlPl3'lng. If the marriage of their 
few remaining men to the daughters 
of the other tribes ill prevented then 
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tile .trlbe will .become extinct. This 
cauSed them to weep before . the Lord 
In Shiloh. 

. Verse 3. In soite of the outrage com· 
mitted by this one tribe, the Israelites 
were ama.zed at the very idea of losing 
one of the twelve tribes. 

Verse 4. The enormity o! tIlelr pilght 
now brought upon them a feellng of re­
monre. In that condition of mind they 
instituted a season of sacrificial WOf­
ship. After that it was determined to 
Bet about to find means of overcoming 
the situation. Of course those impli­
cated In the vow mentioned In first 
verse were only the ones who had 
come together at Mlzpeh at the gene­
ral call referred to in ch. 19: 30 and 
ch. 20: 1. Now if any communities can 
be found who did not respond to that 
call, of course they would be free from 
the oath. Also they would be guilty 
of what would amount to desertion in 
time of waf, In effect. This would 
give them a pretext for punitive action. 
With this Bort of outlook tIley de­
cided to make inquiry. 

Verse 6. The decision arrived at was 
carried out. InQutry was made as to 
whether any of the tribes of Israel had 
faUed to respond to their country's 
call for service. It had also been d~ 
tennlned with this plan of inquiry 
that if any were found to be guilty 
they were to be slain as "draft 
evaders." 

Verses 6, 7. This paragraph repeats 
what bas already been stated, that 
the men of Israel were very Borry for 
the situation and were eager to do 
something to repair the damage they 
had done to the futUre of this one 
tribe by tbelr oath. 

Verse 8. The Inquiry Is again stated 
and the information was obtained that 
the community of Jabesh in Gilead 
tailed to respond. This was the chief 
city In the territory named and con­
tained many people. 

Verse 9. An examination of the en­
rol1ment was made and in this way 
it was found that the above menUoned 
units of the population were guilty of 
the breach of duty for not any of that 
community responded to the can. 

Verses 10, 11. A detachment con­
Sisting In twelve thousand men was 
sent to carry out the decision of execu­
Uon. The Instruction was to kUI all 
the men and also all the women ex­
cept those who had never had rela­
tions with men. 

Verse 12. Atter tbis was done they 

fQU!ld four hU!ldrsd virgins left from 
the lot. 

Verse 13. The s1::l: hundred refugees 
mentioned In verse -47 were now con­
tacted and g1 ven proclamation of peace. 
This was to let them know that the 
war was over and they could come out 
from tIlelr biding. 

Verse 14. These Benjamltes were 
then given wives ot the virgins saved 
from the slaughter at Jabesh. There 
were six hundred ot these men need­
ing wives while only tour hundred at 
the virgins. Hence there lacked stUI 
two hundred without wives; 

Verse 15. As used here the word 
"repented" means they were very sorry 
and ll1led with pity for the Benjamites. 
It Is said that the Lord made this 
breach in the tribes of Israel. This 
is to be understood tn the ltght of the 
binding nature at an oath. It. an Is­
raeltte made an oath to the Lord be 
was bound to keep It. 

Verses 16, 17. Still regretting the 
situation they declare that something 
must be done to preserve the inherit­
ance at the tribe of Benjamin. 

Verse 18. Even in their desperation 
they did not forget their oath and thus 
something must be done to remedy 
the sad affair without breaking thetr 
oath dtrecUy. 

Verse 19. The law ot Moses estab­
llshed three yearly teasts to the Lord 
and all males were required to as­
semble at the national headquarters to 
attend the services ot the tabernacle. 
It was at thlB time located at Shiloh. 
While the males only were required to 
appear at those times, others were 
permitted to come and usually there 
were great numbers of others there 
out of interest in the Lord's institu­
tions. And whlle the men would be 
engaged in the activities about the 
tabernacle the women and others not 
engaged in such work would be free 
to conduct tbemselves in various ways 
in the near community. This gave 
the IsraeUtes an idea in the present 
emergency. 

Verses 20, 21_ The two hundred Ben­
jamites yet without wives were now 
told to hide in tho vineyards of the 
community. One form at activities 
practiced by people in old Urnes was 
that of dancing in groups. Either the 
men would thus engage as a group or 
the women would do so. So while the 
men were engaged in the duties about 
the tabernacle the virgins would pass 
their time In tbis exercise at dancing. 
The instructions were tor these men 
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I7iU olcmc .the bfPW&7 ""d In tho 
V\Deyardo 10 rIM up and oolso oacIl 
man. a .vlrctn to becomo hla wife. 

Verse 22. No menUon i8 made of 
complalnl trolll the vlrgtDO. U any of 
thelll objected It 18 not revealed. It ... &0 
natural to expect an objection trom 
the fathers or brothers of the girls 
and hence an explanation was prom­
ised. They would make 8 plea to the 
men to be favorable toward the tran8~ 
action for theIr sakes. That In the 
war the Israelites had not made any 
reservaUon trom among the Benjam­
iteB for wives of the single men. Also 
that the fathers or brothers· of these 
18r~el1te virgins were not guilty of 
having violated their oath on this 
subject and thus were not to be chided 
8S being short of their duty to the 
nation. It they w1l1 all be quiet and 
let these remaining men of Benjamin 
find their own wives themselves the 
rest of the naUon could be guiltless. 
at least as far as direct ceremony 
was ooncerned. 

Verse 23. Tbe counsel was accepted 
and the two hundred men secured each 
a virgjn to be his wife and then re­
turned home to repair the damage 
that had been done by the war. 

Verse 24. The chtldren of Israel of 
the other tribes also mustered out of 
m1l1tary service and returned to their 
various homes. 

Verse 26. This Is explained in ch. 
17: 6. 

RUTH 1 
Verse 1. When the judges ruJed. This 

givea us the general period for the 
date of tbla book. But none of the 
works of reference that I have found 
can aet the exact Ume. However, we 
know it was In the latter part of the 
reign of the Judges because it con· 
cludes with the birth of the grand· 
tather of David which brings us near 
the history found In the book ot 
Samuel. The events of this very In­
teresting and beaUtiful story occurred 
in the time of the period covered by 
the book previous to this and may be 
considered 8S an insert of that book. 
The immediate cause of the movements 
of the famtly concerned was a sore 
famine in the .land ot Canaan. This 
family belonged at Bethlehem of the 
tribe 01. Judah. In their distress they 
crossed the Jordan into the country 
ot Moab which bordered, along the 
river. The tamtly now consisted ot 
the man and wite, alao their two sons. 

Verse 2. The names of the members 

of .w. .• famlI.r ... _liToIT. ___ : 
100\1, NaomI, 1fah1000udCbUloD..:."c·, 

. Ve..... S.. Tbo IIrII lIIll.efortuile to': 
befall Naomi bere ..... the 1_ or bef 
hueband by ·deatb. 

Vel'8!l 4. Tbe enUre time or .... 
journ In Moab of thla family wao ten 
years. In that time the two BODO 
married women of the Moabitea. Their 
names were Orpah and Ruth. Whether 
in the same order sa named above we 
do not know. 

Verse 5. Tbe DeIt misfortune tor 
Naomi was the death of her sons, 
which left her with her two daughter&­
in·law only, of her own family. 

Verses 6. 7 News now came to 
Naomi that the famine was over in 
Judah and thus she decided to re­
turn to her home land. In the first 
movements of leaving the land of Moab 
the two daughters-ln·law were with 
Naomi with indications they intended 
going with her to her land. 

Verse 8. These girls evidently were 
not sisters, for Naomi suggeated they 
go "each to her mother's house." This 
would have been inappropriate lang~ 
uage had they been of the same house. 
Naomi had nothing but a kindly re­
gard for these women because of their 
respectful treatment ot her. But they 
were foreigners to her native country 
and would naturally feel more at home 
where they had been born. So she 
bade them return to their former 
bomes and wished the blessing of God 
~n them. 

Verse 9. She even Wished that they 
might each again ttnd a husband and 
have another home of rest or saUs. 
taction. She kissed them which was 
a gesture of good·bye, for that act was 
generallly done only on meeting or 
parting. Since they had been with 
each other Ul) to now, the kl88 was 
one of parting. The immediate etrect 
was one of sadness on the part of both 
tor they wept. 

Verse 10. Tbe altitude of both wo­
men was favorable to gOing with 
Naomi and to Joining with her among 
her people. 

Verses "11·13. There are various 
thoughts suggested by this paragraph. 
One Is that marriage was an import· 
ant, it not the most important, ob­
jective ot Ute. That Is true in many 
senses. As sucb was the case, Naomi 
supposed the chief pOint of interest 
with these women was to tlnd an­
other husband with ber. If that were 
the case, then it would indicate 
their love for and confidence In ber 


