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I7iU olcmc .the bfPW&7 ""d In tho 
V\Deyardo 10 rIM up and oolso oacIl 
man. a .vlrctn to becomo hla wife. 

Verse 22. No menUon i8 made of 
complalnl trolll the vlrgtDO. U any of 
thelll objected It 18 not revealed. It ... &0 
natural to expect an objection trom 
the fathers or brothers of the girls 
and hence an explanation was prom
ised. They would make 8 plea to the 
men to be favorable toward the tran8~ 
action for theIr sakes. That In the 
war the Israelites had not made any 
reservaUon trom among the Benjam
iteB for wives of the single men. Also 
that the fathers or brothers· of these 
18r~el1te virgins were not guilty of 
having violated their oath on this 
subject and thus were not to be chided 
8S being short of their duty to the 
nation. It they w1l1 all be quiet and 
let these remaining men of Benjamin 
find their own wives themselves the 
rest of the naUon could be guiltless. 
at least as far as direct ceremony 
was ooncerned. 

Verse 23. Tbe counsel was accepted 
and the two hundred men secured each 
a virgjn to be his wife and then re
turned home to repair the damage 
that had been done by the war. 

Verse 24. The chtldren of Israel of 
the other tribes also mustered out of 
m1l1tary service and returned to their 
various homes. 

Verse 26. This Is explained in ch. 
17: 6. 

RUTH 1 
Verse 1. When the judges ruJed. This 

givea us the general period for the 
date of tbla book. But none of the 
works of reference that I have found 
can aet the exact Ume. However, we 
know it was In the latter part of the 
reign of the Judges because it con· 
cludes with the birth of the grand· 
tather of David which brings us near 
the history found In the book ot 
Samuel. The events of this very In
teresting and beaUtiful story occurred 
in the time of the period covered by 
the book previous to this and may be 
considered 8S an insert of that book. 
The immediate cause of the movements 
of the famtly concerned was a sore 
famine in the .land ot Canaan. This 
family belonged at Bethlehem of the 
tribe 01. Judah. In their distress they 
crossed the Jordan into the country 
ot Moab which bordered, along the 
river. The tamtly now consisted ot 
the man and wite, alao their two sons. 

Verse 2. The names of the members 

of .w. .• famlI.r ... _liToIT. ___ : 
100\1, NaomI, 1fah1000udCbUloD..:."c·, 

. Ve..... S.. Tbo IIrII lIIll.efortuile to': 
befall Naomi bere ..... the 1_ or bef 
hueband by ·deatb. 

Vel'8!l 4. Tbe enUre time or .... 
journ In Moab of thla family wao ten 
years. In that time the two BODO 
married women of the Moabitea. Their 
names were Orpah and Ruth. Whether 
in the same order sa named above we 
do not know. 

Verse 5. Tbe DeIt misfortune tor 
Naomi was the death of her sons, 
which left her with her two daughter&
in·law only, of her own family. 

Verses 6. 7 News now came to 
Naomi that the famine was over in 
Judah and thus she decided to re
turn to her home land. In the first 
movements of leaving the land of Moab 
the two daughters-ln·law were with 
Naomi with indications they intended 
going with her to her land. 

Verse 8. These girls evidently were 
not sisters, for Naomi suggeated they 
go "each to her mother's house." This 
would have been inappropriate lang~ 
uage had they been of the same house. 
Naomi had nothing but a kindly re
gard for these women because of their 
respectful treatment ot her. But they 
were foreigners to her native country 
and would naturally feel more at home 
where they had been born. So she 
bade them return to their former 
bomes and wished the blessing of God 
~n them. 

Verse 9. She even Wished that they 
might each again ttnd a husband and 
have another home of rest or saUs. 
taction. She kissed them which was 
a gesture of good·bye, for that act was 
generallly done only on meeting or 
parting. Since they had been with 
each other Ul) to now, the kl88 was 
one of parting. The immediate etrect 
was one of sadness on the part of both 
tor they wept. 

Verse 10. Tbe altitude of both wo
men was favorable to gOing with 
Naomi and to Joining with her among 
her people. 

Verses "11·13. There are various 
thoughts suggested by this paragraph. 
One Is that marriage was an import· 
ant, it not the most important, ob
jective ot Ute. That Is true in many 
senses. As sucb was the case, Naomi 
supposed the chief pOint of interest 
with these women was to tlnd an
other husband with ber. If that were 
the case, then it would indicate 
their love for and confidence In ber 
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aDd ller family. Aioo that a huaband 
obtained from her would be sat1&
!actory and hence would aloo Indicate 
that their married lIIe with her 8OIl8 
had been aaUsfactory. She shows them 
that it that were their desire and ex
pectation it would be in vain. She could 
Dot possibly otter them 8uch a biesB
ing. This was tor two reasons. One, 
that sbe did not have a busband her. 
eelt Second, that it she did ahe would 
be too old to bear children again. And 
we might see a thIrd reason and that 
was that even it' she h&d overcome 
the two other obstacles to their wishes 
the BOna would not be grown up In time 
to become the husbands of the women. 
All this Bad prospect I!Ued her with 
grief tor the women. 

Verse 14. This sorrowful speech ot 
Naomi caused them to weep again. 
Orpah accepted the advice of be r 
mother·tn-Iaw and kissed her farewell. 
Ruth would not bId her mother-In-law 
good-bye. She clave unto her. 

Verse 15. Naomi calls Orpah the 
sister-in-law of Ruth which confirms 
the conclusion made at verse 8 that 
the two women were not aiaters in the 
:Ilesb. Ruth is urged again to follow 
ber Slater-in-law back to her people 
and to her gods. Since the women 
were Moabites and not of the nation of 
Israel it was aupposed that when left 
alone without peraonal relationship 
with any Israelite thElY would not care 
to worship the God of terae1. On the 
principle 01 the language in Josh. 24 : 
1~, (see notes at that place) they" 
might as well go back to their own 
objects of worship. Naomi seemed not 
to reaUze the real motive Ruth had 
for clinging to her. It was not merely, 
or even chiefly, to obtain another hus
band. Through the yeare of assocIa
tion with the family of Naomi and her 
BOD, Ruth had become convinced that 
8uch was the most desIrable situation 
in Itta she could find. Wbat a wonder
fut compliment this Is to the tnfluence 
of a godly woman. This mother-in-law 
bad conducted herself after Buch a 
manner before Ruth that an insepara
ble attachment had been formed for 
her and the reUglon ahe represented. 
This ts another proof of the effect ot 
example. 

Verses 16, 17. To the mind 01 the 
writer this paragraph records one or 
the sweetest declaratioDs tn all Uter
ature. The abiding comldence tn her 
mother-tn-Iaw and her converston to 
the rel1g1on of Israel's God stand out 
as the prime moUve In all the Intended. 
actions of Ruth from now on till death. 

She Is completely weaned away from 
her naUve people aDd !belr coda. The 
InOuence ot Naomi on her haa been 
to saUsfy, BO that come what may, in 
condlttons of favorable or UIlfavorable 
home accommodattona, or whatsoever 
place to which ahe might choose to 110, 
and whoever might be found to be her 
particular peoplej whoever was her 
god and then wherever mIght be her 
resting place after death, sbe was dfr 
termined. to remain inseparable with 
thlB holy woman whose 11fe bad proved 
to be the great benediction ot hera. 
With this In her mind sbe makes an 
earnest plea to be permitted to r .. 
ma,ln with her mother-In-law untU 
death. 

Verse 18. What kind 01 a beart could 
resIst a speech so full of sweet and 
tender a1recUon? Certainly not the 
kind possessed by thts rig h teo u s 
motber in Israel. Thus she ceased her 
objection and resumed the Journey 
with tbis flne young woman. 

Verse 19. Bethlehem wu the naUve 
home ot Naomi and thither these two 
women came. The word "moved" is 
from an original that means the people 
of the city were agitated at the aIr 
pearance of Naomi and Ruth. It bad 
been ten years since Naomi lett the 
community and the years of trlala had 
made changes In her appearance of 
person. So they exclaimed In lurprlsed 
inquiry, "Is this Naomi 1" 

Verse 20. Proper noUll8 in Btble 
Umes orten had a descriptive mean
ing. Thus the name ot NaomI meant 
"pleasantness or agreeablene88," com
Ing from NUOIlEE. Under her changed 
cIrcumstances she considers that an 
inappropriate name. Not that she In
tends discarding it &8 a personal desig
nation for she dId not do 80, but only 
oaered the remark as a comment on 
the circumstances. On that prInciple 
she considered the name of Mara. a 
more 8uitable description, tor ber sor
rowful reverses In Ufe. Strong BaYS 
the original word for Mara Is the same 
tn meaning as for Marah In Ex. 16: 23, 
where we recall the place was so 
named because of the l1terally bitter 
water thete. 

Verse 21. Her use of the words 
..tuU" and "empty" was flgurative, 
of course, but was her way of de
scrJbJng the reduced condJtlon she had 
come under. 

Verse 22. The time of year in which 
these women reached the community 
of Bethlehem is not important appar
ently at present. Its signl0canCEI wlll" 
appear 8S we proceed. 
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RUl'H 2 
Verse 1. The word flklnamau" here 

merely means an acquaintance. with· 
out necessary reference to relationship 
otherwise. If 8uch relation exists it 
must be gathered from another word 
later on. This particular acquaIntance 
of Eltmelech was a wealthY man and 
his name was Boaz. The word "familY-' 
brings In the idea of relationship since 
ODe meaning of the original word here 
is "circle of relatives," according to 
Strong. 

Verse 2. A special provision was 
made in the law of Moses that poor 
people had the right to go Into fields 
of grain after the main crop was 
taken and glean from what had been 
lelt. (Lev. 19: 9, 10.) Of course, this 
God-fearing woman, Naomi, bad in
structed ber daughter-tn-law tn the 
word of the Lord and hence she under
stood it was her right to go out tor 
this purpose since they were among 
the poor. Now we can begin to see 
the significance mentioned in last verse 
of preceding chapter. The provisos 
which Ruth stated were her way ot 
88.ylnS she wished to glean in wha.t
ever field was .favorable to her. She 
could not have reterred to anything 
about Boaz, because at this time even 
Naomi did not know Into what field 
Ruth might find opportunity for glean
ing. She gave ber daughter-fn-Iaw her 
approval. 

Verse 3. The word "field" la from 
SA.DAY and defined by Strong "from 
an unused root meaning to epread out; 
a field (as ftat)." The word has heen 
rendered In the .A. V. by "country, 
ground, land, 8011." So the word re
feI'll " to the farming districts In general 
and a gleaner would Beek out the 
portions growlng grain. This general 
portion at the country would be used 
by various citizens who had the per-

. sana! title to any certain section of 
it. "Her hap," mea n B that It 80 
happened that Ruth stopped to glean 
In that place belonging to Boaz. Of 
course the writer means that 8.8 far 
as Ruth knew, it was just a happen 
BO. But the reader will understand 
that the "happening" was caused by 
the Lord who Is In all this wondertul 
stOry. 

Vene 4. The city residence of Baaz 
was Bethlehem, another coincidence. 
Be went to look after the work going 
on In his field and greeted bls workers 
with a friendly word and they re
turned In the same kind of friend
ship. How much better It would he 
in all cases, if worker and employer 

manifested this sort of attitude toward 
each other. Too many times the feel. 
Ing BeemB to be as it each were the 
enemy of the other, or, that it might 
he BO and that a mutual need for 
watchfulness was present. The world 
could Dot move along as it ought 
without the labor of man. Neither 
could It accomplish what It should 
were it not for those who are ban· 
dally able to support the "mOIl with 
the hoe." 

VersB 6. There was nothing 8urpria. 
inc In the mere tact that some ODe 
was gleaning In the field since tbe 
law made provision for such practice, 
but something about this damsel at
tracted the attention of Boaz and thus 
the InqulIy. 

Verses 6, 7. While it W88 customary 
for people to glean In a field that had 
produced a crop of grain, it was not 
altogether the pracUce to follow up so 
near tbe workers who were sUll en
gaged in the main crop. This was 
probably part of the cause of the in· 
qulry of Boa.. And the Inquiry or 
request made by the damael tbat she 
be permitted to glean not only near 
the reapers but even among the 
sheaves was also an unusual thing. 
Permission to do this would indicate 
much con.8dence In the bonesty of the 
gleaner. The prOvision ot the law as 
to a gleaner did not include any such 
special prlv1lege. . Again the reader 
will ... the evidence that God Is In all 
thfs. 

Verse 8. Boaz confirmed the privU· 
ege the meD had given Ruth. He gave 
her even further privilege. that of 
remaining near his maidens which 
means the young damsels of his employ 
who were obtaining part of their liv
ing by gleaning among the sheaves. 

Verse 9. The antecedent of "they" 
in both instances Is the same ainee the 
young men were the ones charged with 
the work of the direct harvesting. The 
charge he gave to his young men was 
appropriate in view of the tact that 
the damsel would be near them. The 
instruction that they were not to 
.. touch" her. meant not to do her any 
harm either as to ordinary violence 
or as to her rights of moral security. 
Ruth had been married lIome years 
before this, yet Boaz considered her 
a damsel which i8 from a word that 
mean's "a young gfrI." Thl8 would In
dicate that abe waa married compara· 
tlvely young. All of th ... apeclal 
favors offered Ruth, manifested an tn· 
terest on the part of Bou that was 
more than mere courtesy. So we are 
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'sure that God 18 hi all tbis. However, 
that does not mean that the attitude 
·of this man was forced against what 
would have been bis personal one. God 
always chose the kind ot character he 
needed for any particular kind of ser· 
vice desired. We are Bure that Boaz 
was naturally a man of refinement. 

Verse 10. AU of this' kindness im
presses Ruth 80 that she does the 
customary act of those times in recog
nition of friendship and greatness. She 
makes a low bow and Beems filled with 
surprise at the attention being shown 
her. Befng a "stranger" means that 
sbe was from another place and people 
from the ones here belonging. 

Verse 11. The answer Boaz gave 
Ruth proves to UB that in the mean
time he had made further inquiry and 
had learned the history of the case, 
The reasoDs he stated to her for hls 
attitude toward her are gracious. WhUe 
we are sure that be had an interest 
in her even now, that was more than 
mere courtesy, yet there is not the 
least indication at 1iattery or petsonal 
complications. This w11l be clear to 
us when we consider that regardless 
of his inclinations toward her, be con· 
stders himself 8S outside the rights 
of a lover and therefore Is too much 
of a gentlemen to make any advances 
toward her that could not honorably 
be carried out to the desired con
cluston. Yet he does not need to re
serve any courtesy- that would be 
proper toward a virtuous girl. 

Verse 12. What beauttful words 
these must have seemed to be to the 
mind of this trusting young woman. 
She had already come to beHeve in 
the God ot her mother-tn-law and that 
trust had brought her away tram her 
own motber's people and famtly and 
attached her to her new relation In 
ute with an inseparable Ue. Now that 
same God is commended to ber by 
this man who Is showing such gallant 
friendship toward her. 

Verse 13. Ruth acknowledged the 
comfort she had obtatned from the 
treatment that Boaz had accorded her. 
She recognized that a difference existed 
in class between her and the other 
maidens gleaning and thus her words 
of apprec1ation are logical and true. 

Verse U. There was not a word in 
all the law ot Moses that made pro
vision for such attentions as Boaz was 
showing Ruth. It did provide that the 
poor at the country might glean after 
the main crop bad been barvested, but 
nothing else was mentioned. In this 
special privilege Boaz' here gave Ruth 

we see that an attachment of genuine 
love is to:rmlng in the case. We would 
not ordinarily think of vinegar 88 a. 
desirable arUcle of drink 8S a bever
age. It was used as a spectal cause of 
reducing the strain of the physical 
exertlons being made by mixing it 
with the bread of the diet. Such an 
item of bodily service would not be so 
easily procured at large, hence it was 
another special privilege to be allowed 
to partake of these provisions in com
mon with him. He even shared his 
food with her to her full desire. 

Verses 16, 16. Boaz now added an
other special privilege to that already 
given her. The young men are di
rected to drop some of the handfuls 
purposely for her and then to say 
.nothlng to her when she gathered 
them up. It would Dot be dliDcult to 
recognize the band of Cupid in aU 
this. Such fact, notwithstanding the 
evidence of God's hand underneath all 
the rest, makes the story one of the 
most beauttlul in all Uterature. 

Verse 17.' An ephah was between a 
haIt and a whole gallon and this was 
the amount of barley that Ruth 
gathered by gleaning this day after it 
was threshed. 

Verse 18. After consuming what her 
personal appetite required. Rut h 
turned over the remains of ber glean
Ing to her mother-In-taw wbo placed 
it with the family store. 

Verse 19. Up to now Naomi oo]y 
knows that Ruth bas been fortunate 
in finding a good field in which to 
glean and one under circumstances 
that were unusual since the damsel 
has come in with such a bountiful 
supply of grain. She calls for the bles&
ing on the person who bad extended 
such favor to her daughter-In-law. 
Ruth told her mother-In-law the name 
of the man who had been 80 kind to 
her. 

Verse 20. In mentioning the kind
ness which the Lord had shown sbe 
Included the dead with the living. 
This indicated that Naomi saw the 
hand at God as acting in a more 
seriollS manner than merely that of 
food for the present. An she said for 
the present was that the man was a 
near kinsman. That meant a great 
deal under tbe provisIons of the law. 
(Lev. 25: 26.) When the famine struck 
the land mentioned In ch. 1: I, it 
forced this family to encumber thetr 
land with debt. Even atter that was 
consumed it became necessary to leave 
the country to find a Uvlng. Now the 
land is still under the debt and will 
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-,be ,until, and unless, it is redeemed. 
It was the duty ot the nearest kins
man or the dead man to take over the 
tamlJy and financial obliga tion of the 
same. This tact 18 what Naomi had 
in mind with ber statement to Ruth. 
But she does not try to explain as yet 
because much remains to be done be
fore the case w1ll be settled. 

Verse 21. Ruth gave her mother-in
law . further Information about the 
privileges offered her by the maD 
where she bad gleaned. The mention 
of her being a Moabltess is to explain 
to the reader why this whole procedure 
was somewhat of a mystery to ber. 
which w1ll be made clear as the case 
adVances. 

Verse 22. Naomi does not know just 
how far Boaz w11l cafe to go in this 
circumstance of the property and 
tamlly but she plans to cooperate with 
him and the Lord in it all ; hence the 
InstrUctions here given to Ruth. Should 
the ' other maidens observe her in 
company with the people in other fields 
it might discourage Boaz against press-
ing his own interests. 

Verse 28. The same sweet trust in 
her mother·In·law that had bound her 
to her aDd caused her to desert her 
native Jand now continued to show 
itself. She caretully observed the in
StruCtiODS her mother-in-law gave her 
all through the harvest of that crop. 

RUTH 3 
Verse 1. Let It not be forgotten that 

Naomi was a JeweS8 and acquainted 
with the law ot Moses and in the 
situation now at hand would be espe
cially lRterested in that part of the 
law appUcable to their conditions. In 
her view of the case Bonz fs the man 
who would lawfully be the ODe to 
take the place of Ruth's dead husband. 
Actlng on that Imllression she gave 
Ruth the announcement worded here, 
but it was her plan to let bel' Jearn 
as much of the procedure as possible 
from the experience she was to have. 
AU this was because the young woman 
was of another country and did not 
know the Jaw ot the Jews that would 
apply In this case. The word "rest" 
here is from } IANOW.",C'H and defined 
"quiet, 1. e. (concretely) a settled spot, 
or (figUratively) a home."-Strong. 
Henee we see that Naomi plans to ob
tain fOT Ruth a home of her own so 
that she can be settled again in the 
normal surroundings ot a wife and 
housekeeper. Under the provisions of 
the Taw she considel'A that Ruth has 
legal chifm to DOR7.. Tt is In view of 
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the law and what she thought to be 
the relatioDship between her dead 
SOD who had been the husband of Ruth~ 
and the family. that she was givIng all 
these instructions. Whlle she con
sidered that Ruth had the right under 
the law to lay claim to Boaz. she de
sired the whole Droblem to be com· 
pleted at the voluntary performance 
of the one involved. Yet it would be 
proper to follow up her rights by keep
ing near Boaz, sin08 he might not be 
!UHy acquaInted with all the facts. 
Her confidence In the principles o-f 
Boaz was such that she fully believed 
he would carry out the law as fast 
as he was brought to reaUze the situa
tion. All thIs explains her directions. 

Verse 2. Little by little, Naomi ac
quainted Ruth with tbe nature of the 
situation as sbe thougbt it to be. Until 
she learns the tull t r uth of the relation. 
ship we must interpret aU her in· 
structIons to Ruth on the basis of what 
she thought it to be. So the next item 
of information gtven to Ruth was that 
Boaz was of their kindred and hence 
came under the provision of their law 
as to redemption ot land and of mar
riage. Had she known the full particu
lars of the relatioDshlll she might not 
have felt It so necessary to press their 
claim upon Boaz as persistently as 
she was dotng. And, had the true 
state ot relationship been as Naomi 
thought it was it would not have been 
thought necelisary thus to press it 
for he would bave proceeded llromptly, 
as we know he tinally did. The gather
ing of the crop has been completed 
and now the next thing is to winnow 
or thresh it. Naomi is acquainted with 
the work connected with caring for the 
crops and understands that on that 
night the threshing would take Illace 
sInce there was generally a breeze In 
the evening, according to Smith. Atter 
the work of threshing which wou1d 
require Bome pbysical exertion there 
would be occasion for refreshment In 
the form of food and then for rest in 
sleep. All this was In her mind. 

Verse 3. The instructions In thls 
verse mean that Ruth was to make 
berself attractive to the man who was 
intended to be her husband, also to be 
so <:lothed as to be ready for his ad
vances, if and when they were made. 
More will be said on this particular 
phase of this case at 4th verse. "Rat
ment" here muet be understood in a 
spectal sense for we know that Ruth 
was already clothed as her mother-in
law was talking to her. The word 
here Is from 8IMLAH and Strong gives 
the following deftnttton and explana-
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tiOD: "Perhaps by complete alteration 
of thought for the feminine ot CEMEL 
(through the idea of a cover assuming 
the shape of the object beneath); a 
dress, especially a mantle." The 
thought is that Ruth was to be attired 
in a manner suitable for the passing 
of the night with a man. In this can· 
dltion she was to go to the threshing 
floor, but remain unseen througb the 
activities of the evening just follow· 
lng the threshing, and before reposing 
for the night's rest. 

Verse 4. When Ruth sees Boaz lie 
down for the night she Is to ap
proach the spot and ne down at his 
feet and take the covering over his 
teet and cover her as far as that would 
reach. After this, whatever the man 
directed, Ruth was to comply, Of 
courso Naomi expected that Banz 
would carry out the provisions of the 
law as set forth in Dellt. 25: 5. Had 
he been the near kinsman that Naomi 
thought him to be, no doubt he would 
have done so and would have been 
in perfect legal and moral order in 
dotng so. ' The critics at the Bible 
tried to make much out of this cir
cumstance as being an instance of ir
regular -oond'uct. When the stipula
tions of the law are understood the 
attempts of the criticisms will be seen 
to - be based on ignorance and evil 
surmIse. Let U8 suppose that a wife 
has been separated from her husband 
by Circumstances beyond them both. 
Then she is informed that he Is in a 
certain place but that ber whereabouts 
are not -known to hIm. Under such 
Circumstances she would be wholly 
within her legal and moral rights in
seeking his private company and in 
reminding him ot their close relatJon~ 
ship. ' That is what Ruth Is doIng tn' 
all these actions in which -she is carry· 
ing out the Inetructions at her mother· 
in-law. In asking for his intimate 
recognition' 'of their 'relationship. she 
is doing exactly what any wife would 
be doing It seeking the intimacy of her 
husband. The tact that her mother
in·law was uninformed on the exact 
state of the case- does not change the 
principle here stated. The morat eT
ror that might have been cOlllIi1itted 
was prevented by the more complete 
information of Boaz and his hIgh 
principle of conduct; 

Vers.e 5. AU of this is new to 
Ruth but she Is still the trusting and 
obedient daughter·ln·law and is sweetly 
obeying and VT-OmisiDg still ' to obey 
aI, that is told her; 

Verses 6, 7. The hour arrived. The 

word "merry" is from YATAB and means 
that he felt well and good from 8.' 
satisfactory meal. Not that he was 
under influence ot the wine as some
Urnes such expreB810n might mean. 
Having concluded the work at the 
evening and also the repast called for 
by such activity, he Is retiring for the 
night and Ruth follows instructions 
and quietly comes to his presence. 

Verse 8. Any person being awakened 
at an unusual bour might be in a 
kind of daze for a few seconds. If 
at the Bame time he realized that 
someone was near him who was not 
there when he lay down to sleep be 
would be startled, which was what was 
meant by being a f r a I d. Then be 
"turned himself" which means that be 
grasped himself when be realized 
that a woman was lying at bis feet. 

Verse 9. He recovered himself But· 
ficiently to speak and asked who it was 
lying at his feet. A frank and un· 
abashed answer was given him by this 
pure minded woman. Then, acting on 
the intormation given her by, bel' 
mother·tn·law she bids him carry out 
the provisions at his law, and recog· 
nize her as his kinsman with the 
legal and moral right as well as ob
ligation of the marriage relation. See 
comments at verse 4 on this. 

Verse 10. One meaning of "ktnd· 
nESS" given by Strong is "piety." So' 
Boaz looks upon the acttons of Ruth 
as those of devotion to the principles 
of the Lord rather than as merely the 
outward signs of fleshly desire. It 
was especially commendable for her, 
in that she, being a young woman, 
mtght have had the society at young 
men had she been interested along 
that line only. In ' the beginning of 
her life sbe had married a young man 
In accordance with the _ usual practice. 
But now at . the latter part of her 
experience along that Hne she con
siders piety - ahead ot fleshly desire. 
For all of this Boaz cans the blessing 
of the Lord upon her. < 

Verse 11. For the moment Boaz 
promIses to comply with ber request 
and acknowledges her to be a virtuous 
woman whose ch'aracter Is recognized 
by people in general. 

Verse 12. This verse tells of tbe 
information that Naomi did not have. 
but which Boaz did have. The law 
required that the nearest kinsman was 
the one to redeem the land and family 
of the dead husband. -Boaz knew tbat 
another Jew- was closer in kin to 
ElimeJech's family than he. and there
fore should have priority in the case. 

'. 
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This knowledge was what kept · him 
t rom advancing toward Ruth when he 
-came'to recognize her lying at his feet. 
H ere is ODe of the flnest instances of 
pure manbood on record. Boaz saw that 
Ruth was unaware of the true state of 
affairs. She was at his teet 10 a pose 
to invite intimacy, He could have 
-proceeded according to the natural 
inclinations ot the fiesh and Ruth 
would not have been the wiser . Yet 
Boaz was too much of a gentleman 
and bad such regard to,: the moral as 
well as legal law. that he would Dot 
take advantage ot her simple reliance 
-on his Integrity. Not only did he not 
take immediate advantage of the o~ 
-portunlnty for fleshly gratiflcation, but 
he wUl not proceed to make her bis 
bosom companion legally. whUe an
other has privilege before bim. W ere 
all men In the world as righteous 8S 
tbis man, what 8 vast amount of Bor· 
row and sin could be avoided In the 
social world! 

Verse 13. It is sun night and no 
time yet to change lodging places. He 
bade her tarry unUI tilne to go home. 
He then promised that if the man 
who had first right to her were agree-
able to the transaction, he would agree 
with it all. In case the other man 
refused to do his part then he. Hoaz, 
would do so. 

Verse 14. She lay at his feet unUI 
morning. That is, the night was prac
tically gone, yet was sun dark enough 
to disguise one's identity. After she 
was gone Boaz gave Instructions that 
it was not to be made known that a 
woman bad been there. It may be 
complained that Boaz did not act as 
If he had been doing the rlght thing 
or he would not have given these 
i nstructions. The reason is clear. 
Wbtle he knew all the facts In the case 
yet others did not. Not aU of the 
people would knoW' the err 0 r of 
Naomi's information and hence might 
misconstrue the conduct of Ruth under 
the instructions of her mother-in.law. 
Therefore, an Injustice would be done 
to her reputation were the mere fact 
'of Ruth's presence known. So Boaz 
acts In a precautionary way according 
to the principle taught In Rom. 14: 16; 
1 Cor. 10: 32. 

Verse 15. Before letting Ruth depart 
tor her home he gave her a SUpply ot 
barley. This would be the grain after 
being threshed or winnowed. The 
exact amount Is uncertain since the 
'word la In' itaIfcs. But wbatever ves
sel Boaz used to handle the grain he 
tined it six Urnes. And It was an 

amount sufficient to be carried on the 
shoulder. 

Verse 16. Of course Naomi recog· 
nized her daughter~in·Jaw. And she 
bad not been away except over night. 
Neither was her absence any surprise 
to Naomi since ahe had done accord· 
ing to her request. But the R. V. 
makes the question of the e1der wo· 
man clear by the words "hoW hast 
thou tared 1" She was eager to learn 
the success of the daughter·ln-Iaw with 
her marital adventure. In answer to 
the question Ruth told her the full 
story of the experiences of the night. 

Verse 17. The gift of barley was not 
only a substantial expression of the re
spect Boaz had for Ruth but also the 
mention of her mother-in·law indicated 
he bad received information of her 
worth. It showed further that Ruth 
and Naomi were understood to be 
mutually interested in the whole pro· 
ooedlng. 

Verse 18. There Is no doubt tbat 
Naomi was acquainted with the prac
tices of the Jews and their exprea
slons of mfnd. She knew that the 
perSistence with which Boaz haa been 
pressing his suit meant more than a 
mere compliance of the legal require
ments of the law. When a man of the 
character exhibited by this godly in· 
dtvidual manifests bls interest by' the 
way reported by Ruth it may be con· 
cluded that he wishes the whole mat
ter to be decided as soon as possible. 
Sit atill. This expression was one of 
assurance and had the torce of sayIng 
"be at ease" or "be assured of success." 

RUTH 4 
Verse 1. The important ciUes ot 

those times were walled as a means 
of, fortification and often referred to 
as "fenced" cities. Hence the gate 
of the cIty would be the place wbere 
one would go when desirous of meet· 
Ing a certain person. Boaz wished to 
contact the kinsman mentioned before, 
and for that purpose took a position 
at the gates at the city. Tbe tact that 
these men were both near relatives of 
the same man IndIcates they were 
residents of the same city and that 
Boaz had selected the proper place at 
which to ' meet the other man. He was 
Dot disappointed In thll. for the ex· 
pected person came by.' On seeIng him 
Boaz caJled his attention. The man 
stopped and sat down near him. 

Verse 2. The selection ot these ten 
leading citizens ot the city was a 
cautionary measure as we wtll see 
presently. Sitting down by these two 



384 Ruth 4: 3·8 

men they would be witnesses to what 
was being aaid. 

Verse 3. It has already been shown 
that Naomi was poor and that the 
land that bore t1tle to Elimelech will 
have to be ottered tor sale tn order to 
satisfy the tlnanclal demands of the 
creditolO. Under such circumstances 
the land may be purchased or "re
deemed" by near relative. In fact. 
the law made provision to that e1'fect 
and the one designated to perform 
such an act was the brother or nearest 
relative. See Lev. 25: 25 on this point. 
The word "brother" is from AOH and 
defined by Strong "a primitive 'Word; 
a brother (used in the widest sense 
of literal relationship and metaphori· 
cal amnity or reseml>Iance)." 

Verse 4. Advertise. This is from a 
word that means "to reveal." The 
R. V. ghas us "disclose" which is a 
correct rendering. Tbe statement as 
used here means that Boaz thought 
be 8~ould Inform this near kinsman 
of the transaction about to take place. 
The veculiar circumstances of Ruth's 
gleaning tn the field of Boaz caused. 
him to h.ave the Information on this 
subject ahead of the otber relative. 
Again we see the fine and unselfish 
dispOSition of this man. He will not 
take advantage of the Ignorance of the 
other man who really has first choice. 
It was taken for granted that be 
knew the law on the subject and that 
the nearest kinsman was the one to 
buy or procure or redeem the land. 
None to redeem. it beside thee. This 
meant that there was none any nearer 
to EUmelech In relationship than this 
man and that Boaz came after him. So 
the proposition was made that if he 
was wllIing to redeem the land, well 
and good. We note the reference to 
the elders who bad been selected in 
2nd verse and betore whom the trans
action was to be made. This relative 
said he would redeem the land. 

Verse 5. There was another section 
ot the law of which Boaz made no 
mention as yet.. and that was concern
ing the wife ot a dead brother or 
near relative which required that the 
surviving one should marry the widow 
and raise up chUdren that would be 
enrolled in tavor of the dead brother. 
(Deut 25: 5.) . We cannot say that 
Boaz was taking any advantage of the 
other kinsman by not mentioning this 
at first. There would have been no 
chance ot· his being Injured at last 
anyway because he would have been 
bound to learn of all the facts In 
COUTse of the transaction. Hence we 

must conclude that no injustice was 
done. But by mentioning the property 
phase of the case only at tirst It would 
give opportunity tor exhibiting the 
main point of Interest by having this 
relative commit himself. Then if he 
goes on and accepts all the obllgatlons 
ot the case cheerfully. It would Indi
cate the proper teeUng of loyalty to 
the law and to & dead brotber. We 
have BeeD that sometimes this test 
was dented (Gen. 38: 9). and a eel
:flab attitude manJtested. This w1ll be 
found in the pre-sen t case. After this 
near kinsman had committed himself 
as to the property settlement. Boaz 
Informed him of the other angle In the
matter and made reference to the law 
on that subject. We are to understand 
that where both the chUdlesswidow 
and an encumbered property were in
volved, the relative assuming the du
ties toward one phase would be obl1-
gated to take the other. The claim 
of right to the land would be the 
same as admitting the obligation on 
the part at the dead man's widow. 

Verse 6. The tact ot procuring more 
land would have no objectionable effect 
on any previous bolding, hence that 
was not the basis ot his objection. But 
by taking an addltlonal wife Into his 
intimate Ufe, the new hen·s might in
terfere with bis own prevtoul!l. arrange
ment in some way. At least he teared 
It might be 80. With thl81n mind. the 
near kinsman decllned to accept the 
enUre obligation and gave his consent 
to the next man. It Is interesting to 
,note the differences In the attitude of 
~these two men. The one was not wlll
ing to a.ecept the woman in order to
acquire the land because he did not 
have any love tor the woman. But 
the love of Boaz for Ruth was such 
that he was wUltng to assume the 
finanCial obItgatton connected with the 
case In order to secure to hhnselt the 
woman he Joved. This whole matter 
Is a beautiful stOry. 

Verses 1. 8. All systems of Jaw have 
more or less formalltes connected with 
the transaetioDa of their c I ttzena. 
There may be llttle or no logical 
signitlcance In the torms, further than 
to make a record ot the deed and to 
make it binding. In the case ot 8&
suming the obUgatlODS imposed re
garding a dead relattve a proviSion 
was made to take care of the exchange. 
That Is, when one person was first In 
Une but decllned .to perform. his duty 
he was to be treated according to 
Deut. 25: 7, 9. It be wished to lessen 
the shame of hIs refusal he could 
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voluntarily go through tho formality. 
In the case before us the near kins
man was perfectly willing to let Boaz 
take bis place. Also, Boaz was per
tecUy willing to take the other man's 
place tor the reasOn that ls now clear 
to the mind of the reader. So this 
formality was d~e as a "testimony," 

Verse 9. .Again we see the service 
of the elders chosen In the ftrst of 
tho chapter to be wltne..... Since 
the exchange of the shoe was the 
recognized sign of the legol transac· 
tlon. this formality gave noUce to the 
public that the exchange had been 
made by the agreement of both in
terested partl ... 

Verse 10. We do not like to think 
of purchasing a. wife, especially in the 
cue of 8uch pleasant circumstances 
as the one at band. The whole pro
cedure of this very Interesting experi· 
ence shows a state of the purest love 
between the contracting parties, and 
ODe tree from all taint of worldliness. 
80 on examination of the word "pur
chased" it Is found that ODe part of 
the lexicon definition is "to procure" 
which Is the more agreeable word. 
Bou did not have to expend money 
to obtain Ruth as a wife. Had there 
been no property involved at all, stlll 
it would have been the provision ' of 
the law for him to take her on behalf 
of the dead relative. Indeed it could 
be said that Bou procured the young 
woman in that he did not have the 
lawtnl right to her In the beginning. 
That was the reason for his gallant 
attitude toward her at the threshing 
lloor. He did hie full duty. Having 
the information the other kinsman 
did not have and offering him the 
first chance, he laid the way open for 
the full and legal performance of the 
matter. Then the near relative de
clined to assume the obligation so that 
put Boaz next. This was all the more 
evident by hia voluntary exchange of' 
the shoe without requiring Ruth to do 
80 according to Deut. 25: 7. 9. By 
doing everything he could to let the 
kinsman tnto the deal, Boaz made htm
self entitled to all that the other man 
should have made uee of. So that It 
was a proper word to say he had 
"procured" Ruth to be his wtte. We 
know that Boas was tn love with Ruth 
and that it was his chief personal 
motive for the performance of the 
Jaw. It makes a flttlng case of appli
cation for the statement "Happy is 
that man tn whom the love ot a woman 
and the sense of duty impel In the 
same direction." He did not need to 

say anything about the sentimental 
feature of the case tor the, ImbUe wu 
not concerned about, that.· .,The ,people 
did understand the requir.ementa of 
the law, hence he cites the ldeaa. set 
forth therein on this . subJect., BoRZ 
closed bis statement on the matter by 
calling on the witnesses to agree to 
hts declarattons. 

Verse 11. The witnesses, Including 
the elders and the people. testlfted to 
tbe transaction. They ~oreover added 
their good wisbes to the case by com
paring Ruth to Rachel and Le.ab. The 
mention of both wives 'of Jacob indi
cates that no reference was being bad 
to the personal characteristics of those 
two women since the differences in 
them would exclude a comparison to 
one woman. The wives of Jacob pro
duced the members of the famUy of 
Jacob and that was the outstanding 
desire of the people of God in those 
Umes. The people also wished him 
finanCial success as well as a good 
name In the city. The two names 
gtven here refer to the same place, 
the former being more anctent. 

Verse 12. This verse Is just an 
additional citation of a ease where a 
wife honored her master by giving him 
seed for future generations. 

Verse 13. Nothing previously bas 
been said in the text as to the ter· 
tlllty of Ruth. and whether her beIng 
without chlldren was due to any de
feet. It she were barren the Lord 
overcame that defect by miracle. or 
course, we have seen that Boaz was 
a righteous man and his high prln· 
clples of lite make us know that he 
would have done his duty toward her 
under the la.w regardless of any senti· 
ment. But It Is 8 beautllul thought 
that Boaz and Ruth loved each other 
and on that ground would come t~ 
gather in the consummation of their 
newly acquired privilege. What a com· 
plete and satisfactory lustance of the 
law of marriage instituted by the Lord 
In the beglnnlns. (Gen. 2: 23. 24.) A 
son was the fruit of this match. 

Verse 14. In congratulating Naomi, 
the women referred to Boaz as the 
redeemer of the lost fortunes In both 
property and faIntly. Their explana. 
Uon of the good fortune was in at
tributing the matter to the Lord, 
which was a true coDsldenthm. 

Verse 15. In the preceding vena 
the women gave credit to Boe.. lor 
the favors coming to NaOmi. In this 
they also pay tlttlng tribute to Ruth. 
It is interesting to note their connect
tng the speeial joyS to come to Naomi 
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in the SOD with the fact that he had 
been born by the daughter-in-law. Now 
or course a grandson through the name 
of a SOD would necessarily be born by 
a daughter-in-law, hence we know that 
mere idea is not all there was in thetr 
language. But the proviso "which 
loveth thee" i8 what makes the atory 
all the more significant. It also COD
ftrms the statement made above that 
Ruth loved her mother-in-law. 

Verse 16. Berome nurse unto it. 
This means that she cared for it as if 
It were ber own chlld in the matter 
of attending to Its bodily wants, also 
by bringing it up in the proper man
ner. 

Verse 17. From various sources it 
seems that friends in old Urnes otten 
suggested a name for a new baby. 
(Luke 1 : 59. ) Such was done in the 

present case and the name ' given was 
Obed. The writer completes three 
generations to. tbis verse by naming 
David. 

Verses 18·22 The enUre story of 
Ruth 10 beauUful. and exhIbIts all of 
the best and dearest sentiments of 
family ties and e.onjugal love, but the 
special use of the story Is to show 
the reader a connecting link in the 
chain of Christ's ancestors. So in the 
conclusion of the book the writer goes 
back to the generations starting with 
Judah and brIngs them down to David 
who became the famou8 ancestor of 
Christ through two of bis 80ns, Na· 
than and Solomon. One of these sons 
produced the Une that came down to 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, as recorded 
in Luke 3. The other; Solomon, pre; 
duced the line ' that came down to 
Joseph, the husband of ~ary. 


