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carelessly fall into the water again 
and perish. If a man does not believe 
the Gospel he wiIl be condemned reo 
gardless of whether he is baptized or 
not. hence it was not necessary to 
mention baptism on the negative sJde. 

Verses 17.18. Them th.at believe are 
the believers of the preceding verse. 
H cannot be restricted to the apostles 
on the ground that "believe" is in the 
present tense. for verse 14 says that 
even the apostles did not believe at 
the time Jesus was speaking. FollOW 
means to attend or accompany one, 
and refers to the spiritual gifts that 
were bestowed. upon Christians in the 
Orst years of the Gospel age (Acts 6: 
8; 19: 6; 1 Corinthians chapters 12, 
18, 14; Ephesians 4: 8·14; James 5: 
14. 15) , Matthew tben names some of 
the miracles that Christians were en· 
abled to perform in that period. 

Verse 19. The ascension 18 reported 
a180 in Luke 24: 51 and Acts 1: 9. 

LUKE 1 
Verse 1. I have consulted a great 

number of works ot reterence, such 
as histories, Bible Dictionaries, en· 
cyclopedias, lexicons and critical con· 
cordances; also a Dumber ot commen· 
taries, and all agree that Luke Is the 
author ot the book we are now study· 
ing. For the sake ot saving space, 1 
do not thInk it necessary to list all of 
these works, in view ot the unity In 
their statements making the conclu
sion well founded. Many of them state 
also that Luke was not a born Jew, 
and that he was a doctor of mediCine. 
He was not an apostle but was in
spired to write a r ecord of the Gospel. 

Verse 2. Luke was not an eyewit· 
neBS of the things on which be writes, 
but they were told him by those who 
were. In copying down tbe things 
told him be would be qualified by in
spiration, even as the Spirit guaran· 
teed the accuracy of the memory of tbe 
apostles which was promised by Jesus 
before he lett them (John 14: 26). 

Verse 3. So thorough was the report 
these witnesses gave Luke that he says 
it caused him to have perfect ("exact" 
-Thayer) understanding of the whole 
story. The book of Luke was ad· 
dressed to Theophllue who was an out· 
standing, educated Christian, accord· 
ing to the Bible Dictionaries. Being 
addressed to one Individual does not 
affect ita importance for others, any 
more than does the fact that Paul 
wrote four of his epistles to indt· 
v1duals do so. 

Verse 4. The special purpose Luke 
had in writing to this man waa that 
he might be assured of the instruc· 
tions he had already received. 

Verse 5. Luke, like Matthew, begins 
bis record at the time just prior to 
the birth at Jesus. However, unlike 
Matthew, he first gives us the history 
concerning the parentage of John the 
Baptist. It was in the days of Herod 
(The Great) who was king of Judea. 
Course 01 Abia is explained at 1 Chron· 
icles 24 in volume 2 of the Old Testa
ment Commentary. All priests had to 
be descendants ot Aaron but that was 
not required of their wives, hence 
Luke gives us the added information 
that Elizabeth was also from Aaron. 

Verse 6. This couple lived up to all 
requirements of the law, which proves 
that it was not physically impossible 
to do so as some teach. Paul was an
other who did this according to PhiUp
pians 3: 6. 

Verse 7. They had no dhild, because 
that Elizabeth was barren. This Is a 
significant statement that contrasts 
with the practice of some professed 
Christians who are chlldless from 
choice. Such people treat with con
tempt the first object of marriage by 
practicing birth control. Not only was 
Elizabeth barren, but she and her hus
band were in advanced age as were 
Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 11: 30; 
17: 17), yet they did not give up hope 
(verse 13). 

Verse 8. Order 01 hi.t cour.te. (See 
the comments at verse 5). 

Verse 9. This custom 'r¥! the priest's 
office is described in Exodus 30: 7-10. 

Verse 10. The whole multitUde were 
obeying Leviticus 16: 17. 

Verse 11. .The altar of incense was 
in the first holy room ot the temple. 
and Incense was burned on it daily. 
Right Bitte; on Zacharias's right hand 
as he stood facing the altar in the 
service. 

Verse 12. The people were not per· 
mitted to accompany thd priest In this 
place (verse 10), bence the appear· 
ance of an angel there caused Zaeha
rias to be disturbed. 

Verse 13. Prayer is 1I.eard and bear 
thee a .to-n are phrases that are re
lated; be had been praying tor a SOD. 
This was one thing that caused Luke 
to say this couple was righteous. Had 
they been opposed to children and 
tried to avoid having them, they would 
not have been righteous. The promise 
of a Bon included instructions tor his 
name. 
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Verse 14. Not only was Zacharias to 
rejoice over this son, but many others 
would bave reason to be glad for his 
birth because of the great work be was 
to do in preparing a people tor the 
king ot heaven. 

Verse 15. Great in the sight 01 the 
Lord whether the world admired him 
or not. Drink neither wine nor strong 
drink was a qualiflcatlon or a. Nazarite 
under the law (Numbers 6 : 1·4). Dur
ing his enUre lite he was to be under 
the guidance of the Spirit. 

Verse 16. This verse shows the tuI
fUlment of Malachi 4: 6. 

Verse 17. Elias (Elijah) was a 
powerful prophet in tbe Old Testa
ment, and John was to be given a 
spirit of power like his. Turn the 
hearl, 01 the father8, etc., reters to 
the same as at verse 16. A. people pre-
pared. for the Lord. means the people 
whom John baptized in preparing a 
people tor Christ. 

Verse 18. The promise of a child 
under the conditions seemed So nearly 
impossIble that Zacharias overlooked 
the evidence of the miracle already 
before him, that of the presence at an 
angel tn that exclusive spot. 

Verse 19. Tbis was not merely an 
angel, but was one of the two who 
only are named in the Bible. This one 
was from the immediate presence 9f 
God where he usually stood, ready to 
do the bidding at the occasions as 
they came up. 

Verse 20. Zacharias was to receive 
a sign that would be both an evidence 
aod a mUd punishment, because he be
lieved not the words. This dumbness 
that was to come at once would Btart 
the evidence, and when 1t was com
pleted It would stren~:.aen the mean
ing. 

Verse 21. The people waited accord
ing to the law, but Zacharias was de
tained longer than the regular service 
usually required which caused them 
to wonder. 

Verse 22. A visil>n. Is defined as 
something that appears to one either 
wbile awake or ll3ieep. As Zacharias 
had become speechless since he en
tered the temple, the people realized 
tbat somethIng supernatural had oc
curred. 

Verse 23. Days of hi8 ministration 
were accomplished. The priests took 
turns In the service which is explained 
in the comments at 1 Chronicles 24: 6, 
volume 2 of the Old Testament Com
mentary. 

Verse 24. Hid is from PEBIKBUPTO 
which Thayer defines, "to conceal on 
all sides Or entirely, to hide," and be 
explains his definition, "to keep one's 
self at borne." It Is the usual custom 
for expectant mothers to keep in re
tirement the last months of the period, 
but Elizabeth did the reverse. Noth
ing is said about her continuing the 
l'eUrement after the five months, hence 
we would not think the other was 
done out of false modesty. A reason
able conclusion is that she was still 
under the feeling that it was "too 
good to be true," and before tel11ng the 
good news to her friends, she decided 
to await the five months which would 
be the time for life to be evident. 

Verse 25. After the five months had 
shown that she was to become a 
mother, sbe then commented by say
ing (last word of the preceding verse) 
that it waa the Lord who had dealt 
thus with her. In bestowing this upon 
Elizabeth she commented that it would 
take away ber reproach-. To be unable 
to bear children in those days was 
considered a reproach, and it is still 
so considered wUh those who respect 
the first commandment regarding the 
divine object of marriage. 

Verse 26. 8izth month means the 
sixth since the conception by Eliza
beth. The same angel who appeared 
to her at the first was sent on a sim
ilar mission to Nazareth. 

Verse 27. A virgin is a person who 
has not bad any relations with the 
opposite sex. The connection must 
show in each case whether the virgin 
is a male or female. Since th is one 
was eBpou8e4 (engaged) to a man we 
know It means a female. HOUGe is from 
amos and Thayer deDnes it at tbis 
place, "stock, race, descendants of 
one," which denotes that Joseph was 
a descendant of David. 

Verse 28. Hail is a friendly greet
ing, indicating that some good news is 
about to be given to the person ad
dressed. This was to be given to Mary 
as a spectal favor peculiar to women. 
and it was to be from the Lord. 

Verse 29. Troubled, means "agitated:
and It was caused by the unexpected
ness of the situation, and she was 
wondering what it all meant. 

Verse 30. Seeing the disturbed con
dition of Mary, the angel assured her 
there was nothing to fear, but that 
God had selected her as an object of 
His favor. 

Verse 31. Wom,b is from GASTER, 
and this Is the only place where It 

! 
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comes from that Greek word. Also. 
this is the only place in _ the Bible 
where a statement of conceiving is 
joined with the word womb; this is 
significant. Matthew 3: 9 Says that 
God could raise up chlldren even from 
the stones. To promise Mary (a single 
girl) a son might have been taken to 
mean tbat God would give her a Bon 
in some miraculous way- independent 
of her own body. Hence it was neces
sary to tell this virgin that she was 
to conceive in. her womb. The name 
of the son also was selected tor her 

, at this time. 
Verse 32. Verses 28 and 30 oontain 

aU that the angel said by way of 
praise for Mary. After that be spoke 
or the greatness to be bestowed upon 
her son. Son 01 the Hif)hest is tbe 
same as calling him the Son of GOd. 
Throne of David means the throne 
which David (his great ancestor) had 
prophesied should be given him 
(Psalms 132: 11). 

Verse 33. House 01 Jacob is a phrase 
often used to mean the Jewish naUon 
in general, and later referring to the 
people at God spiritually whether Jew 
Or Gentne. The kingdom of this "son 
of David" and of Mary was to stand 
for ever. (See Daniel 2: 44.) 

Verse 34. 1 know not a man. This 
cannot mean that Mary had no male 
acquaintance, for she was even en· 
gaged to one. The wD!"d know 1s from 
GINOBKO, and Thayer says at this place 
the word means, "the carnal [sexual] 
connection of male and female." Rob
inson say8 virtually the same thing, 
~xcept that he gives it as his deflni
tion of the word at this place. Mary 
meant that she was not being intimate 
with any man, which she thought 
would be necessary to conceive In her 
womb. We are taught an Important 
lesson in morals here. The fact of 
beIng engaged was as binding in -Bib
lical times as the ' actual -marriage as 
far as obligatioDs towards each other 
were concerned, but It did not autho
rize any- intimacies until the time of 
marriage. 

Verse 35. The Holy Ghoat (SpIrit) 
Is an in-vIsible, though personal being, 
and that is why he could enter Into 
and ~ke charge of the womb of Mary 
without any conscious participation 
on her part. The germ of life neccs
sary to tertl1Jze tbat at the temal~ was 
thus deposited In the prop_er place by 
this holy Being, sent directly from 
God and authorized to represent Him 
in this union. Therefore, the angel 
concluded, "the person to be brought 

forth from this union was to be called 
the Son of God. Tbls Is the only in· 
stance In which God ever dId a thIng 
like this, and that .115 the reason Jesus 
Is called the ONLY begotten Son of 
God. From the conception and ever 
afterward through the period of ex
pectancy, the experience of Mary was 
like that of alJ mothers. 

Verse 36. The Greek word for cott.ttn 
haa an indefinite meaning, and may 
apply to any relative not as near as 
brother or sister. Mary had not ex
pressed any doubt of the miracle that 
the angel just promised. However. he 
supported the promise by reporting 
another one along the same Une, that 
her cousin was already sIx months 
along in her expectancy. notwithstand· 
ing she was called barren. 

Verse 37. This verse Is the angel's 
explanation of the two miracles of 
conception. God cannot do anything 
wrong, but nothing 1s impossIble with 
Him because It is too hard. 

Verse 38. This speech of resignation 
of Mary is one of the sweetest pas
sages ever made. There is no sign of 
exultation over her speCial favor, but 
a meek submission as a handmaid, 
unto the word of the Lord. The angel 
delivered bls message and departed. 

Verses 39, 40. It was a sweet and 
confidential meettng these happy wo
men had with eacb otber. This ~oy 
was mutual, but Mary's evidence was 
only the word of the angel for as yet 
there was no physical evidence or her 
conception, while EUzabeth had that 
or the living child" within her own 
body. 

Verse 41. It Is usual for an unborn 
babe at that period to manifest a move
ment of life. but this waa a miracu
lous Instance since it not merely moved 
but leaped. Besides. it occurred a8 an 
immediate result of the voice of Mary 
acting through the ears ot Elizabeth. 
The explanation Is in the closing sen
tence, Elizabeth wa.t ftUeC£ with th.e 
HolY Ghost. 

Verse 42. The entrance of the Spirit 
Into EUzabeth Inspired her 80 that the 
worda she spoke from here througb 
verse 45 are those of Inspiration. The 
blessing pronounced on Mary was "em
phasized by the one upon tM lTV-it 
01 thy womb. 

Verse 43. Mother 01 m1l Lord. Ejiza
beth could have known tbis only by 
having been fllled witb the Holy Ghost, 
for the" angel said nothing about it as 
far as we are told. 

Verse 44. " An unborn babe is uneon· 
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scioue. 80 the physical movement ot 
this one was a reaction to the etl'act 
produced in the mind, of Elizabeth; it 
was for joy ot hers that caused the 
sUrring of the babe in her womb. 

Verse 45. She that believed refers 
to Mary who had no physical evidence 
as yet. (See tbe comments at verses 
39, 40.) Ellzabetb tben gave Mary an 
assurance of the fulfillment of the 
promises, and tbat was an expression 
of her inspired mind. 

Verses 46. To magnify the Lord de
notes a desire to "esteem highly," not 
that any human being can contrIbute 
anything to t.he greatness of the Lord. 

Verse 47. Mary Is not making any 
technical distinction between her soul 
and her spirit. Her enUre inner being 
was ftlled with praise for the greatness 
of the Lord. 

Verse 48. Low eatate refers to the 
humble station in life she had occu
pied; now she will receive the good 
esteem of all generations, but not that 
she would be worshiped. 

Verse 49. Mary attributes her great 
favor to the One with a holy name. 

Verse 50. The mercy will endure 
continuously to all who fear Him. 

Verse 51. Since we know that Eliza
beth was enabled by .the Spirit to 
speak with supernatural wisdom. we 
may properly conclude Mary to bave 
been doing the same thing. 

Verse 62. He hath is general as to 
tense. and means that Ood always 
recognizes humiUty and rewards It 
with His favor, but deposes those who 
exalt themselves. 

Verse 53. These statements are figu
rative in form, but teach the same 
principles as .those in the preceding 
verses. 

Verse S4,. HOlpen means helped 
Israel in remembrance or In view of 
his wonted mercy. 

Verse 55. Abraham was the father 
of the Jewish race, and God had prom
ised him an heir who should bless the 
world, which Mary was recalling to 
mind. 

Verse 56. Mary visited with El1za· 
beth until the time for the birth of her 
son, then she returned to her own 
home In Nazareth in Gal11ee. 

Verse 57. Elizabeth gave birth to a 
son at the usual time after conception. 

Verse 58. 8hewd great mercy refers 
to the former condition of barrenness 
that had been overcome. RejOiced with 
her Is an example of Romans 12: 16. 

Verse 59. The covenant with Abra. 
ham as well as the law of Moses re
quired this rite (Genesis 17: 12; Le
viticus 12: 2, 3). The law did not 
specIfy the age when the chlld should 
be named. but custom had established 
the time of circumciSion for it. It hap
pens frequently even today that people 
outside the family will presume to 
name the new baby. It was under· 
standable why they would suggest the 
name of his father as that bad long 
been another custom. 

Verse 60. Elizabeth did not resent 
their wanting to pick a name for her 
baby. only they did not have the right 
one. 

Verse 61. These people even argued 
the question which reminds us of 1 
Peter 4: 15. 

Verse 62. It is strange that tbe 
father had not been consulted in the 
tirst place, instead of waiting until 
they wanted him to decide a dispute. 
Made signs means they beckoned by a 
nod or something stmllar wbat they 
wanted him to do. 

Verse 63. Zacharias had been dumb 
since the appearance of Gabriel (verse 
20), hence his calling for a writinO 
table which means a tablet. The1/ 
marveled because Zacharias said the 
babe's name is John, indicating that 
the matter had been previously de
cided, which it lIhad been by.the angel 
(verse 13). 

Verse 64. Mouth 'Was opened imme
diately fulfills verse 20. He had two 
reasons for praising God; the birth of 
a son and the recovery of his speech. 

Verse 65. Fear means a general 
feeling of respectful consideration for 
the wonderful things that had oc
curred. These Bayings or happenings 
were reported extensively all through 
the country of Judea. 

Verse 66. Laid them up in their 
hearts denotes iliat they kept them In 
mihd. What manner 01 child ahall this 
bel This remark was caused by the 
unusual circumstances connected with 
his conception and birth. 

VeMle 67. BeIng 1I11ed with the Holy 
Ghost made Zacharias' prophecies in· 
spIred. 

Verse 68. This was saId in view of 
the work of John in retormlng the 
Jewish people, preparing them for the 
work of Christ (See Malachi 4: 6). 

Verse 69. This whole speech of 
Zacharias was on a theme that com· 
bined the work of John and Christ, 
with the weight of it in favor of the 
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latter. This priest was happy to be 
the fatber ot the forerunner of the 
Saviour ot his people. Horn of salva· 
tion. reters to the power that Christ 
would have to be able to save the 
people. 

Verse 70. Christ bad been foretold 
by the prophets through Old Testa
ment Urnes, in places too numerous to 
mention at this place. 

Verse 71. Saved tr(Yftl o'ur enemi€3 
has reference to the Buttering the Jews 
were undergoing trom the heathen 
powers, as well as from the influences 
ot sin. 

Verse 72. This holy covenant per
tains to the promise of Christ. 

Verse 73. This oath to Abraham 1s re
corded in Genesis 12: 3; 18: 18 ; 22: 18. 

Verse 74. This is the same in mean
ing sa verse 71. 

Verse 16. Zacharias places salvation 
on condition of lifelong righteousness. 

Verse 76. ThOU, child, has specific 
reference to bis own son who had just 
been born. Called the prophet was 
done by Jesus in Matthew 11: 9. Go 
belore . . . to prf}pare his ways per
tains to the work of John In preparing 
a people for Christ. 

Verse 77. Knowledge oj salvatwn 
means to let the people know what 
would be necessary tor salvation. It 
was to b~ the remiss'lon oj sins upon 
repentance .and baptism (Matthew 3: 
11), This was preached by Jesus also 
(Mark 1: 15) . 

Verse 78. Day spring is a compari
son of the coming at .Jesus into the 
world with the sunrising that ushers 
in a new day for the inhabitants of 
the earth. 

Verse 79. Light and darkness are 
figurative terms to represent truth and 
error. The teaching of Jesus was to 
show mankind the way of peace. 

Verse 80. This child refers to the 
babe John, whose birth had occasioned 
this interesting speech of Zacharias. 
As the child grew he lived In the 
desert,. That was appropriate since 
he was to do his work there, when the 
time eame for him to appeal;' among 
the people of Israel as the rorerunner 
of ChrisL 

LUKE 2 
Verse 1. Caesar Augustus was the 

bead at the Roman Empire at the 
time John and Jesus were born. WQJ'"ld 
is from a Greek word that means the 
inhabttants ot the earth. Virtually all 
of the eivillzed people of the world 

were under the power of this empire 
(It being the fourth of the world em
pires predicted in Daniel 2: 36-40). 
Taxed is from APooRAPHO which meallB 
to be enrolled. The purpose of this 
enrollment was to obtain a list of the 
citizens to be taxed, whieh is the rea
son the translators rendered the word 
as they did. 

Verse 2. Josephus, Antiquities of 
the Jews, Book 18, Chapter I, Section 
1, verifies this statement at Luke. The 
reader may consult this historical pas
sage fOr hiS own information, which 
I wJII not take the space to copy here. 

Verse 3. His oum city. Most coun
tries are divided Into smaller units, 
eaeh with a center of Jurisdiction at 
which the birth lists of eitzens are 
kept on record, such as the county 
unit in the United States. The Jews 
had a similar custom of keeping their 
records aceording to the family groups 
to which one belonged, and sueh rec
ords were stored in the city that was 
attrlbuated to that famIly. 

Verse 4. Joseph deseended from 
David, henee he went to Bethlehem to 
register because that little city was 
known as the city ot David. (See 1 
Samuel 16: 1.) 

Verse 5. A wife would not have to 
leave home to pay her taxes, but she 

'-would need to appear in person to be 
. placed upon the enrollment ot citizens 
aceording to the Roman procedure. 
H is e,pou8ed wife is explained at Mat
thew 1: 25. Her eondition of expect
ancy though engaged only to Joseph 
is explained at Matthew 1: 18-20. 

Verse 6. While they were there. 
Many of the Lord's plans seem to have 
been done Just "as occasion suggested!' 
They may look that W8,¥ to man, but 
God knows all about the futUre and 
can regulate it as He sees fit. It had 
been determined that Jesus was to be 
born in Bethlehem and the prophets 
predleted the same (Micah 5: 2; Psalms 
132: 6). The Lord foresaw this edict 
of Caesar and planned the conditions 
wtth Joseph and Mary to coineidE'> with 
it for the birth of the royal babe. 

Verse 7. Laid -hint, in a manger. The 
birth had taken place elsewhere on a 
birthstool, a seat so constructed that 
the mother could be seated while giv
ing birth; this is what fs meant by 
the "stools" in Exodus 1: 16. When 
Rachel proposed to Jet her maid "bear 
upon her knees" (GenesiS 30: 3), she 
meant that her knees could be used 
instead of the birthstool. After Jesus 
was born, tbe mother found no sult-
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able place for him aB a crib, hence 
sbe put him in a manger. The lodging 
places in that country were combina
tions of bedrooms tor people and stalls 
for their beasts of service. just as 
some hotels are provided with garage 
spaee tor the automobiles. The word 
"inn" should be rendered "guestcham
ber" (the same word Is so rendered in 
chapter 22: 11), where the guests 
would be gathered usually as they do 
in the lobby or waiting rooms in 
hotels. It was a time of large crowds 
on account of the decree at' Caesar call
ing for all the people to come to the 
proper headquarters for registration. 
So the words no roo'ln for the'm in. the 
i1m have no reference to the attitude 
of the public towards these "humble, 
poor people," as a popular but erro-
neous statement of sentimentality rep
resents. 

Verse 8. The shepherds were guard
ing their flocks from robbers and 
wolve&. 

Verse 9. Sore afraid means they 
were. greatly frightened by the unex
pected appearance at a person out 
there in the darkness of the night. 

Verse 10. The angel calmed their 
fears by telling them he was there to 
bring them good news. The thing he 
was going to teU them was a matter 
that concerned an people. not merely 
any certain race or nationality. 

Verse 11. Unto you denotes that it 
was for their benefit the blrth had oc
curred. The announcement of it was 
about the same as was predicted in 
IsaIah 9: 6. 

Verse 12. All newborn babes look 
very much alike. hence some mark of 
recognition was necessary for the in
formatton of the shepherds. This was 
done by two unusual facts; the way 
the babe was clothed and the place 
used for his crib. He was bound round 
with a strip of cloth only. indicating 
that the birth had very recently taken 
place, and a manger was not the place 
whero babes were generally placed as 
a crib. 

Verse 13, Tbe "shock" was eased by 
the appearance of only one angel. Then 
suddenly a multitude of the angel 
band of the heavenly army appeared 
shouting praises to God. 

Verse 14. Moffatt renders in the 
Mghe8t, "in. high heaven," and good 
will toward men, he renders, "for men 
whom He favors." 

Verse 15. Let 1'-9 go even unto Beth
'em, shows the shepberds understood 

that the "cIty or DavId," which the 
angel named, meant that place. 

Verse 16. They found the parents 
near the babe that was lying in the 
manger. 

Verse 17. That circumstance verified 
what the angel had told them. Doubt
less they were well pleased at the com
bination of circumstances and re
ported it publicly. 

Verse 18. The people wondered about 
the coincidence. These shepherds could 
not have merely guessed at what had 
taken place tor there were tQo many 
details in the case. 

Verse 19. To ponder means to think 
or meditate, wondering over the great 
happiness that had been poured down 
upon her. 

Verse 20. The shepherds praised 
God for the combination of events with 
the statement at the angel, thereby 
constituting a verifying weight ot evi
dence. It was such a strong evidence 
of divine truth they could not refrain 
from rejoicing. 

Verse 21, See the comments at chap
ter 1: 69 as to naming a cbtld at the 
same Ume with the rite of circumci
sion, According to Smith's Bible Dic
tionary, "the name JeS1f..IJ signifies 
saviour," which made it an appropriate 
one to give this child. 

Verse 22. See the law on this sub
ject In LevItlcus 12: 1-6. 

Verse 23. To be called hOly to the 
Lord means to be regarded as His, 
hence the reason for presenting him 
to the Lord at Jerusalem where the 
temple Was located. 

Verse 24. In verse 8 of the chapter 
in Leviticus cited, it can be seen that 
a woman was permitted to olter these 
birds only In case she was not f\nan
cially able to otter a larger sacrifice, 
such as a four-footed animal of the 
clean description. 

Verse 26. Various men were in
spired in Biblical times when God 
wished to have some message spoken, 
and this good man Simeon was one of 
those persons. The consolaUon means 
the blessing that God had promised to 
Israel (and all the world) through the 
seed of Abraham (Genesis 12: 3: 22: 
18). 

Verse 26. A special promise had 
been made to Simeon that he would 
live to see the Lord's Christ, which 
means the Anointed One. 

Verse 27. The Spirit in this verse 
is the same as the Holy Ghost in the 
preceding one, It was by this Spirit 
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tha.t Simeon was caused to come into 
the temple at the same time the par· 
ents of Jesus came tn. 

Verse 28. Simeon blessed God for 
letting him live to see Jesus. 

Verse 29. Simeon was willing to die 
since the great wish of his last years 
bad been realized, and it he bad been 
called to die then be would have had 
"a peaceful hour to die," for his last 
thoughts wouJd have been on the 
Saviour ot the world. 

Verse 30. Have seen thy salvation 
means the salvation provided of God. 

Verse 31. HQ.8t prepared denotes the 
plans and prophecies that had been 
formulating through the centuries, and 
now brought to a climax in the birth 
of this child, 

Verse 32. Gentiles Is from a Greek 
word that means "nations," and that 
was what God promised to Abraham 
as recorded in Genesis 18: 18. While 
all nations were to be blessed through 
Jesus, the people of Israel were es
pecially honored since he was a Jew. 

Verse 33. His mother means the 
mother of Jesus; she and her husband 
looked on and listened to the many 
things being done with the admiration 
ot tond parents. 

Verse 84. Sjmeon then directed his 
prophecies toward Mary concerning 
the child. To be set means "to be des
tined or appointed," indicating that 
Jesus would be the cause of the re
sults about to be mentioned. This fall 
and rising is the same as Jesus taught 
in Matthew 23: 12. A. sign spoken 
against refers to the opposition that 
Jesus would encounter among the peo
ple who would not like his teaching. 

Verse 35. Sword shall pierce throuuli
thy own soul refers to the sorrow that 
Mary was to have at seeing her son 
Buttering on the cross (Matthew 27: 
56; Mark 15: 40; 'John 19: 25), Jesus 
was to exalt or abase men according 
to whether the thoughts. QJ their hearts 
were good or evil, tor hit would be able 
to read and expose thoBe thoughts. 

Verse 36. From her viginity means 
from the time she was of marriageable 
age. She married at that time but her 
hUsband Uved only seven years after 
this marriage. Women were inspired 
in Old Testament times as well as in 
the New. (See Exodus 15: 20; Judges 
4: 4; 2 Kings 22: 14,) 

Verse 37. This woman was a good 
example of the widow described in 1 
Timothy 5: 5. 

Verse 38. Spake .•. looked for re: 
demption in JerKsalem. Only an -In· 
spired person could speak on this sub
ject with any authentic assurance, 
hence th Is good woman used her quali· 
fication as a prophetess for that pur
pose. 

Verse 39. Luke omits the fi1ght into 
Egypt from Judea before the return to 
Nazareth. Matthew 2: 13-15 should be 
read In connection with this verse. 

Verse 40. The body of Jesus was 
human as well as divine, and was sub
ject to the same law of growth or de
velopment as that of any other child. 
His spiritual or inner man, therefore, 
would have to develop In accordance 
with bis body. However, since the 
work to be accomplished by him was 
of such special importance, bis Father 
favored him with wisdom that was 
"beyond bis years." This will account 
for the beautiful story we are about to 
read In some following verses. 

Verses 41. The law required all the 
males of the Jews (others might if 
they wished) to appear at Jerusalem 
at the three yearly feasts (Exodus 23: 
14-17; Deuteronomy 16: 16). 

Verse 42. Joseph took his wife and 
child Jesus with him on the occasion 
when the child was twelve years old. 
Whether they always went with bim 
we are not told. 

Verse 43. Fulltlleil the daYB refers 
to the Passover on the fourteenth day 
of the first month and the seven 'days 
immediately following (Leviticus 23: 
4-8). Jesus began to manifest the 
"special wisdom" referred to at verse 
40, and he remained at Jerusalem after 
his parents departed. There being a 
large group travellng together toward 
Galilee, the child was not missed for 
a while. 

Verse 44. It was the next day before 
the parents of Jesus observed that he 
was not in their family unit. They 
next made a search for him among 
acquaintances and relatives but did 
not find him. 

Verse 45. The parents returned to 
Jerusalem where they had last seen 
thetr son. 

Verse 46. It was three days before 
they fouod their soo. The doctors were 
the teachers tn the law of Moses. Hear
ing and asking questions shows that 
Jesus was conducting what is some
times termed a "forum" in which ques
tions and answers may be exchanged 
between the people in the assembly. 

Verse 47. Understanding refers to 
his abiUty to ask proper questions, for 
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a person needs to know something 
about a subject to be able to ask in
tell1gent questions about It. His 
answers reters to the questions these 
doctors (teachers) were asking Jesus 
about the things that pertained to the 
bU,Jine.!8 of God. 

Verse 48. The mother of Jesus told 
hIm that she and his father bad been 
searching tor him. She meant his 
earthly toster father, for he it was 
who would need to search. 

Verse 49. About my Father8 bustness 
Is rendered "In the atrain of my 
Father" by the Englishman's Greek 
New Testament. The wisdom men
tioned in verse 40 taught Jesus that he 
was destined to perform some special 
work In the world that pertained to 
God. The temple was the official head
quarters of the system ot religion then 
in force for the Jews, hence Jesus 
was found in that building where his 
parents should have looked first. 

Verse 50. This verse will help to 
explain why the parents were so dis
turbed about the disappearance of 
their son. They unaerstooa not be
cause they did not have that special 
wisdom that he had, mentioned and 
commented Upon at verse 40. 

Verse 61. Whatever object God 
wished to accomplish in the temple at 
this time by this 12-year-oJd boy, was 
done. and he was then left to accom
pany his parents to their home. Jesus 
furnishes an important example of 
obedience to parents that all other 
children should imitate. Although he 
possessed wisdom that was gtven him 
In a special manner (which no boy or 
girl today can have). yet be realized 
his duty to his parents. All of the 
things that were happenIng were won
derful to his mother, and she kept 
them in her heart or held them as a 
cherished subject of meditatton in her 
young motherly affectioDs. 

Verse 52. This verse is virtually the 
same in thought as verse 40. 

LUKE 3 
Verse 1. According to some facts ot 

history it would seem that the fifteentb 
year of Tlberlus Caesar is too late for 
the other things menttoned in this 
verse. The difficulty is made clear by 
a statement in Webster's Ancient His
tory, page 447. "Of the successors of 
Augustus, the first, and by far the 
ablest. was his stepson, Tiberius. His 
meri ts as a soldier and administrator 
were well known to Augustus. who, 
even during his own lifetime, granted 

TlberiuB a share in the government.'· 
The fifteen years of Tiberius mentioned 
by Luke Includes the three years he 
reigned jointly with Augustus. 

Verse 2. John 18: 13 calls Annas the 
father·ln-law to Caiaphas the high 
priest. There was no provision made 
in the law ot Moses for more than one 
high priest to be in omee at the same 
time. but in the days of Christ the 
secular government was taking much 
part in the affairs of the Jews. In that 
arrangement Annas was president of 
the Sanhedrin , and Caiaphas was high 
priest for religious activities. Chapter 
1: 80 leaves John in the wilderness, 
and the present verse says the Lord 
called him by HIs word. 

Verse 3. At the Lord's call, John 
came out ot his reUrement and began 
preaching in the region of the Jordan. 
Bapt ism, 01 repentance means baptism 
that Is preceded and prompted by re
pentance or a turning away from the 
practice of sin. For remission 0.1 Bins 
denotes that repentance and baptism 
was in order to the remission of sins. 

Verse 4. Esaias Is the same as Isaiah, 
and this prophecy Is in that book. chap
ter 40: 3, 4. Make his paths straight 
is explal.ned at Matthew 3: 3. 

Verse 5. This verse Is a figurative 
description of preparing the path men
tioned in the preceding verse, which 
was to be accomplished by adjusting 
the conditions in the lives of men to 
suit them for the service of Christ 
who was to follow soon. 

Verse 6. AU flesh signifies that the 
Gentiles as well as the Jews were to re-
celve the benefits of salvation through 
tbe work of Christ. 

Verse 7. This verse is explained at 
Matthew 3: 7. 

Verse 8. Fruit! worthy of repentance 
means to show by a reformation of 
life that they had repented. For further 
comments on this verse Bee those at 
Matthew 3: 9. 

Verse 9. Ax· i s laid means It wUl be 
done at the proper time which will be 
at tbe judgment day. However. the 
way for them to avoid that "ax·' was 
being pointed out by John, and it re
quired the people to bring forth a Ufe 
of righteousness. 

Verse 10. John had been preaching 
In general terms, now the people wished 
him to specify some of the things they 
would be expected to do. 

Verse 11. ThIs verse pertains to the 
duty that one owes to another. In 



16% Luke 3: 12----4: 16 

sharing his good things 01 Ule with 
those who do not bave them. 

Verse 12. The publtcans are de
scribed by comments on Matthew 9: 10. 

Verse 13. The quotation cited at 
the preceding verse shows that the 
publicans were assigned the duty of 
collecting the taxes from the people. 
Many of them had taken advantage of 
their appointment to demand more 
than the government levied. tben put· 
ting the dltrerence In their own pockets. 

Verse 14. A soldier bas no right to 
oppress tbe citizens just because be Is 
a m111tary man. To <JC'cU8e fals ely 
means to extort money trom the people 
to be used on their own gratification. 
Be conten.t with- your wages. Dissatis
faction with one's wages does DOt 
make it right to use violence against 
the government or other employer. 

Ve rse 15. Mused, is properly ren
dered "reasoned, Or debated" in the 
margin. The people were considering 
the reasons tor and against the ques
tion whether John were the Christ 
predicted in the Scriptures, 

Verse 16, John answered, The peo
ple had done their reasoning in their 
hearts, hence John had to be inspired 
to answer them, He did 80 by tel11ng 
some of the difrerences between him
self and "the Christ." The drst one 
be gave was the baptism each per
formed. Jobn baptized with water only 
but the one coming next would bap
tize with the Holy Ghost (Spirit) 
and with fire. The first one by Jesus 
took place on the day of Pentecost and 
the subjects were the apostles. The 
second one wUl take place after the 
judgment and the subjects will be the 
disobedient perSons of the eartb. What 
he says about the shoes is to illustrate 
his sense of inferiority to Christ. 

Verse 17. Fan Is explained by the 
comments on Matthew 3: 12. 

Verse 18. John not only preached 
the truth to the people, but he ex
horted them, which means to "insist 
on. doing a known duty. " 

Verses 19, 20. For the informat1on 
on tbis see Matthew 14: 3-5 and com
ments. 

Verses 21, 22. The reader should see 
the comments on Matthew 3; 13-17. 

Verse 23. As was supposed Is from 
NOMlZO and is defined by Thayer, " to 
hold by custom or usage, own as a 
custom or usage." The people in gen
eral did not understand the whole 
story of Jesus and Joseph, hence Luke 
inserts the clause in order to make his 

record conform to the facts. Matthew 
(chapter 1) records the genealogy of 
Jesus from Abraham, down through 
David's son Solomon until he gets to 
the same Joseph of our chapter, who 
was the son-in-law of Hel1, the tatber 
of Mary. Then. beginning bls genealogy 
of Jesus on his r eal mother's aide, 
Luke records it from her and her 
father Hell up on that side and joins 
the genealogy with Jhat of Matthew 
when he gets to Nathan who was tbe 
full brother of Solomon. From there 
On Luke records the same genealogy 
as Matthew until he gets to Abraham. 
the place wbere Matthew begins his, 
but Luke goes on up until he gets to 
Adam who was the first man. Before 
going any further here, the reader 
should carefully consult the comments 
on Matthew 1: 1. 2. 

Verses 24-38. I have grouped these 
verses into one paragraph because they 
have been virtually all censidered in 
the preceding one. In ancient times 
certain names were used even by more 
than ODe person in the same family. 
If the reader observes some that be 
thinks he has read elsewhere he should 
not become contused. To clarify the 
subject for a final comm,nt, let it be 
understood that Matthew gives the 
genealogy of Christ on his foster 
father's (Joseph) side ot the bouse, 
while Luke gives it on his mother's 
side, both blood streams being joined 
in David. 

LUKE" 
Verses 1-13. This paragraph is really 

a repetition at Matthew 4: 1-11, and to 
conserve space I shall request the 
reader to see tha t place In connection 
with this group. 

Verse 14. Power is tram DUNAMIS 
which means might or ability that be
longs to an indivIdual as a part of his 
own personality. Jesus possessed such 
a. faculty which he exercised through 
the instrumentality ot the Spir it. This 
enabled him to perform many miracles 
which caused him to become tamoua 
throughout all Galilee. 

Verse 15, Synagogues Is explained 
at MattheW 4: 23. To glorify Is de
fined In thc lexicon, "to praise, .extol, 
magnify, celebrate." This honor was 
beslowed upon Jesus because of his 
wonderful teaching. (See Matthew 7: 
28. 29.) 

Verse 16. Nazareth was the "home 
town" of Jesus to which he was pay· 
tng a visit. When he stood up in the 
synagogue It was a signal to the ODe 
in charge that be was ready to do 
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some reading, that being the main 
purpose or the synagogues. 

Verse 17. Observing the position of 
Jesus, the ruler of the synagogue 
handed him the book of IsaIah. Being 
divinely inspired. Jesus did not need 
the copy to know what it said, but it 
was a mark of respect for "the written 
word" tor him to read It. and he bad 
no trouble in locating the place he 
wished to read which Is quoted next 
verse. 

Verse 18. This passage is in Isaiah 
61: 1·3, and is a prediction of the spiri· 
tual mission of Jesus Into the world. 
However,' some of the statements have 
reference also to the mtraculous cures 
he was to perform. 

Verse 19. Acceptable yea.r denotes 
ODe In which the most desirable and 
beneficial experiences would be offered 
to all who would accept them. 

VerBe 20. Thayer defines the original 
for minister as "an attendant!· It was 
customary. after the reading had been 
done. for the reader or someone else 
to ofter some comments it it was his 
deelre (Acts 13: 14, etc.). All eyes 
'Were fastenea on him. They were won
dering it this famous man would also 
become their "guest speaker." 

Verse 21. He did, and tbls verse is' 
the introduction to his remarks. By 
applying the passage to himself, Jesus 
raised a stir within the audience, at 
least in their minds, to begin with. 

Verse 22. The first reaction was not 
so unfavorable but it caused them to 
begin to wonder in their minds. Is 
thi, Mt Joseph's son' The idea was 
whether this humble native could 
apeak auch wonderfu1 things. 

Verse 23. Jesus was aware of the rea· 
soning the people were doing. whether 
he heard them with his fleshly ears or 
not. He knew they would wonder why 
he did not perform the same amount 
of wonderful deeds there that he was 
reported to have done in other coun
tries such as that in the vicinity of 
Capernaum. Physician, heal thyself 
was a prediction that was fulfilled at 
the croBS (Matthew 27: 40), but the 
other words of the verse were being 
fuUllled while Jesus was speaking. 

Verse 24. This verse explains why 
he did not go any farther with his 
work while In the neighborhood of 
Nazareth. It was because the people 
would not appreciate it on the prin
ciple that no prophet is accepted in his 
oum. country. 

Verse 25. This verse merely shows 
that the condition of dependency was 

very general in the days to which 
Jesus will soon reter in remarks about 
who was favored. 

Verse 26. Elicu is the same as Elijah 
in 1 Kings 17: 8·16. 

Verse 27. EliBeus is the same as 
Elisha in 2 Kings 5: 1~14 . 

Verse 28. The people saw the [lOint 
that Jesus was making. If those old 
prophets passed over so many people 
and bestowed their favors upon a few 
humble cases, It was because they were 
considered worthy of the benefits. 
Hence, these people in the bome com
munity at Jesus were not going to re
ceive very much attention from him 
because they were not considered as 
beIng entitled to it, having given him 
"the cold shoulder" because he was an 
old home product. When they saw this 
lesson in the teaching ot Jesus it made 
them to be filled wi'" wrruh. 

Verse 29. Jesu8 did not reSist their 
force unUI it was necessary to pre
serve , his life. It was not time for 
him to die and hence he used bis 
Buperior might to escape his enemies. 
However. he did not use force but 
escaped by a miraculous movement. 

Verse 30. This movement enabled 
him to go on bis way without harm
ing them. 

Verse 31. Capernaum was the other 
city which Jesus had previously adopted 
as a residence (Matthew 4: 13). 

Verse 32. This verse means exactly 
the same as Matthew 7: 29, because 
the word for power is nOU8lA, which 
is the word for "authority" In that 
passage. 

Verse 33. Unclean meaos in regard 
to moral character, and this was one 
ot the fallen angels that sinned and 
were cast down to hell (2 Peter 2: 4), 
which Is explained in the notes at 
Matthew 8: 28, 29. 

Verse 34. The note cited In the pre
ceding paragraph explains why the 
devil said I know thee who thou art, 
and also why he asked to be let alone. 

Verse 35. These devils had super· 
human power and could injure human 
beings unless restrained. Jeaus suf
fered this one to throw the man down 
but not hUrt him otherwise. 

Verse 36. An interesting feature of 
this verse Is the use ot both authority 
and power in one connection. The first 
comes tram EXOUSIA and its flrst defl~ 
niUon Is the word by which it Is here 
rendered; the second is trom DUNAMIS 
and Is properly rendered In thiS place. 
The thought is that Jesus had the 
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right to give orders to the devils, and 
also had the' abUity to execute the 
orders. 

Verse 37. Jesus was not performing 
his deeds merely to gaIn notoriety. but 
Buch a result was inevitable because 
ot the natural trait ot interest in the 
unusual things. 

Verse 38. This was Simon Peter 
(Matthew 4: 18) whose mother-in-law 
was sick. We observe that Peter was 
married, although the Romanists tor
bid their clergy to marry. and yet 
claim that Peter was th~ first pope. 

Verse 39. All miraculOUB cures were 
immediate as this one was. 

Verse 40. By evening the fame of 
Jesus had reached so tar that many 
aftItcted persons had been gathered to
gether, and when they were brought 
to him he healed them all. 

Verse 41. Jesus would not suffer the 
devils even to confess him, because he 
did not waDt to be supported by such 
unworthy characters. Besides, their 
confession would not have been a mat
ter at taith for they knew that he was 
'the Christ. 

Verse 42. Wherever Jesus went the 
crowds followed. Stayed him means 
they. detained him; not by torce to be 
sure, but by earnest requests. 

Verse 43. Jesus was kind and did 
not want to disappoint the people, so 
he explained that other places should 
have the preaching of the kingdom 
given them also. 

Verse 44. With such an explanation, 
Jesus lett this eager crowd and 
preached In the same general territory, 
but In the synagogues where other 
people would be assembled. 

LUKE 5 
Verse 1. Gennesaret was ,. another 

name for the Sea of Galilee. The 
people were the ones meant by the 
common people In Mark 12: 37. They 
were not prejudiced as were the priests 
and scribes, and manifested a hunger 
to hear the teaching of Jesus, 

Verse 2. When a boat Is said to be 
standing it means it is stationary in a 
certain spot. These two ships were 
thus being held while their owners 
were out washing their nets after a 
night's use in the sea.. 

Verse 3. Simon's full name was 
Simon Peter (verse 8). By moving the 
boat a little distance from the shore, 
the people , could see and hear Jesus 
better. 

Verse 4. The water was too shallow 
for fishing with a net where Jesus had 
been speaking. In bidding Simon to 
let the net down lor a araught (for a 
"catch"). Jesus 8.BBured him that he 
would not be disappOinted, 

Verse 6. Simon's remarks indicated 
that his lowering of the net would be 
through faith in Jesus, even though 
the appearances were unfavorable. 

Verse 6, The word brake 1s from an 
original that means a complete rend
ing at the net. However, since the ftsh 
were not lost, the idea is that a full 
loss would have occurred bad not 
something been done to prevent it. 

Verse 7. The loss of the flsh was 
prevented by the belp of their partners 
in the business. Began to 3ink means 
the weight or the fish caused the boats 
to begin lowering, not that they were 
being submerged as yet. 

Verse 8. Peter already had exp.ressed 
faith in Jesus', but the success 'ot the 
event was far beyond his expecl'a.tion. 
Depart ..• 1 am a 3injul man. lIe 
was so overawed by the power and 
wisdom at Jesus that he felt unworthy 
to be in his presence. " 

Verse 9. Doubtless the net bad come 
into contact with a shoal or school 
ot fish and no equipment would be able 
to withstand such a mass. But it re
quired the wisdom ot Jesus to " know 
when and where to find such a group, 
hence the people were astonishe:d~ 

Verse 10. This Is the same' event 
given notice tn Matthew 4: 18·21, but 
that passage omits the items' at the 
net and mass of fish. 

Verse 11. F01'800k all includes theIr 
father, who Is mentioned by Matthew, 

Verse 12. Lepers were under per
petual quarantIne by the law o"f Moses 
(Leviticus 13: 46, 46), which accounts 
for the earnestness of this untortunate 
man. 

Verse 13. Leprosy was an incurable 
disease by any natural means, hence 
1t was cured miraculously by Jesus 
and the recovery was immed,~ate. 

Verse 14. Ten no man. He '" was not 
to take the time for publishing the 
event to the people, for he had a per
sonal duty yet to perform in connec
tion with his recovery. The ceremony 
still remaining for him is described 
in Leviticus 14: 1-32. 

Verse 15. In spite of the request, the 
leper spread his report to the deed 
untn it caused the crOwds to gather 
about Jesus to receive his favors. 
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Verse 16. This was the occasion 
when he walked on the sea towards 
the apostles to their terrified astonish
ment (Matthew 14 : 23·33). 

Verse 17. These Pharisees and doc
tors (teachers) at the law were present 
for the purpose of finding fault with 
Jesus as we sball SOOn learn. 

Verse 18. Sought means refers to 
the crowd that was ·In the way about 
the door. 

VerBe 19. See the comments at Mark 
2: 4 for the explanation of this verse. 

VerBe 20. A distinction is made be
tweeD their and him. As tar as the 
passage states, the palsied man did 
not have any faith to begin with. 

Verse 21. ThIs verBe proves the 
statement made at verse 17 about the 
Pharisees. 

Verses 22-24.. For comments on this 
paragraph see those on Matthew 9: 6, 6. 

Verse 26. I mmectiatel1l Is the im
portant word bere. Professed workers 
of miracles today require patients to 
have the faitb tbat "holds out" long 
enougb to etrect a cure. The true 
miraculous healing dId not call for a 
prolonged period ot time. 

Verses 26. For ordinary human be
ings to glorifv God means for them to 
give Him the credit tor the wonderful 
things accompUshed. 

Verse 27. Levi's other name was 
Matthew (Matthew 9: 9). The receipt 
01 custom was the tax office. and Levi 
was there because be was a publican 
whose business was to receive the 
taxes on behalf of tbe government. 

Verse 28. At the bidding ot Jesus, 
Levi lett his work and followed. 

Verse 29. Since Levi was a publican 
by occupation, Jt was natural that 
many at bis guests at the feast would 
be from that class. 

Verse 30. See the Dotes on Matthew 
9: 11 about eating with others. 

Verse 31. It the PharIsees bad been 
as righteous as tbey claimed, that 
would have been the very reason for 
Jesus to associate with the others, on 
the principle that the sick are the 
ones who need a physician. 

Verse 32. This verse continues the 
same thought set forth in the preced
ing one. The sinner Is the one who 
needs to be induced to repent. 

Verse 33. John was dead and his 
disciples were fasttng and mourning 
his absence. The disciples of Jesus 
still had him with them and hence 
had no occasion for mourning. 

Verses 34, 35. Children of the brid& 
chamber were the close friends of the 
bridegroom. Atter the wedding the 
bridegroom would leave and tben it 
would be appropriate tor them to 
mourn. In the illustration Jesus likens 
himself to the bridegroom. 

Verses 36·38. This paragraph is ex
plained by the comments on Matthew 
9: 16,17. 

Verse 39. ThIs verse has the same 
lesson that the preceding paragraph 
teaches, which is one of appropriate
ness. Incidentally. it also overthrows 
the theory referred to, that the illus
tration applied to the Old and New 
Testaments. According to that notion, 
Jesus teaches that every man would 
prefer the Old Testament as being the 
better. 

LUKE 6 
Verse 1. Second sabbath after the 

first has something to do with the 
relation between the religious and the 
civil year. It does not bave much 
significance to us with sucb a transla
tion, and most versions give it simply 
as "on a sabbath... For comments on 
taking this corn see those at Matthew 
12: 1. ./ 

Verse 2. The Pharisees would not 
accuse the dIsciples at stealing, for 
they knew what the law said on the 
subject of taking the corn, but pre
tended to object to their doing so on 
the sabbath because it was a holy day. 

Verses 3, 4. This paragraph is el::
plained at Matthew 12: 4. 

Verse 5. God and bis Son are one 
in purpose and were together in giv
ing the law. Therefore Jesus had the 
right to apply his own law a8 he saw fit. 

Verse · 6. Jesus was busy every day 
and taught the people whenever the 
opportunity came. His reason tor en
tering the synagogue on sabbath days 
was because on that day the Jews as
sembled there to read and hear !"ead 
the la, Tbe man's hand was wJthered 
as a result ot some obs truction in the 
circulation at bls blood. 

Verse 7. The sc;ribes and Pharisees 
pretended to be zealous tor the sane· 
tity at the sabbath. That was only a 
screen for their envy of Jesus because 
of his teaching against their hypo
critical life. 

Verse 8. Jesus could read their 
thoughts and decided to head them off 
from their intended criticism. The 
man was told to stand, he ' being nor
mal except the condition of his hand. 
This brought him into full view of 
the people in the buUding. 
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Verse 9. See the comments on Mark 
3: " for the questions Jesus asked. 

Verse 10. Jesus looked round to 
make sure of the attention to his 
work. The man's hand only was af· 
flicted, bence he waa able without mi
raculous help to stretch out his arm. 
With that act came the complete resto.
ration or the aftUcted hand. 

Verse 11. Madness is from ANOIA 
which Thayer explains to be a condt
tion in Which they were "expressing 
themselves in rage." This was because 
they were completely baffied by the UD
expected way In which Jesus bandIed 
the case. They communect or con
Bulted with each other as to how they 
might destroy him. 

Verse 12. Jesus had an important 
problem to solve, which was the selec
tion ot men to appoint over his king
dom that was at hand. It was fitting 
that he should spend the preceding 
hours of night in prayer to his Father. 

Verse 13. Jesus had many disciples. 
but out of them he chose twelve only 
to be his apostles. to be sent into the 
world with the message of salvation 
through the Gospel. 

Verses 14-16. See the notes at Mat
thew 10: 2-4 in connection with ., thls 
paragraph. .... 

Verses 17. 18. This paragraph cor
responds with Matthew 4: 23·25, which 
see. 

Verse 19. Virtue Is from DUNAMIS, 
one of the words rendered by "power" 
in many places. The crOWds sought to 
touch Jesu8 to obtain this power to 
cure their diseases. 

Verse 20. Luke's account ot the ser
mon on the mount begins with tbis 
verse. That sermon is related with 
more detail by Matthew. likewise my 
comments are more extended at that 
place. wbich are to be found in Mat
thew 6. 6, and 7. The reader should 
consult that account In cOlUlection 
with this chapter of Luke. • 

Verse 21. There is Borne sUght varia
tion In tbe way Luke words these sev
eral verses, tram the way Matthew 
gives them, but the thoughts are the 
same. 

Verse 22. Another word for blessed. 
Is "happy," and the original Is so reno 
dered In many passages. These evil 
treatments must have been inflicted 
because of their devotion to the Son 
of man. tn order for the disciples to 
be given this blessing. 

Verse 23. The blessing was not to be 
in tbis Ufe but after reaching heaven. 

In Buttering for the sake ot righteous
ness, the disciples were classed with 
the prophets, 

Verse 24. This is somewhat figura
tive, meaning to be enjoying tbe plea
sures of this world by neglecting the 
obligation of a righteous Ute. 

Verse 25. Full and hunger, laugh. 
and 'Weep, are figures used for the pur
pose of contrast. The thought Is the 
same as expressed by comments on the 
preceding verse. 

Verse 26. A righteous man Is not 
popular with the majority ot mankind. 
If be does bis duty he will condemn 
sin. and that will cause tbe guilty ones 
to speak against him. 

Verse 27. Love yOUr enemie8. See 
the long note at Matthew 5? 43 on 
" love," 

Verse 28. To bless means to wish 
tor something beneftcial to happen to 
one. It does not mean anything merely 
for pleasure. but that which wtlt ac
tually do him good, 

Verse 29. See the comments at 
Matthew 6: 39. 

Verse 30. This Is explained at Mat
thew 6: 42 with Its comments, 

Verse 31. This verse Is popularly 
spoken of as the "golden rule." It is 
commented upon at length at Matthew 
7: 12 which tbe reader is urged to 
consult. 

Verse 32. See the long note on the 
word "love" at Matthew 5: 43. 

Verse 33, This verse reters to men 
who bestow favors on others with a 
selfish motive. thinking chiefty of their 
own personal gain they hope to get 
in return, 

Verse 34. This verse deals with the 
SaIne selfishness as the preceding one. 

Verse 35. Love, do good, and the 
other terms ot service to others, are 
used in the sense -of unselfish minis
trations for the chief ,purpose ' ot doing 
good. It gratitude returns some re
ward It Is rIght to accept It. but that 
should not be the motive. The High
est bestows the blessings ot creation 
on all mankind. and His example Is 
cited as a rule for the disciples to 
tollow. 

Verse 36. To be lI"erci/ul means to 
be more lenient toward an otrender 
than his conduct would entitle him to 
expect, but not to the extent ot en
couraging him in wrong doing. 

Verse 37. Judge not, etc. See the 
comments at Matthew 7: 1. 

... 
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Verse 38. Almost every rule has 
some exceptions, but usually if a man 
is kind and generous with others, they 
wlll remember him when be gets in 
need. That is the meaning ot Proverbs 
18: 24 that bas been erroneously ap
pUed to Christ. That passage Is ex
plained In vol ume 3 of the Old Testa
ment Commentary. The phrases In 
OUr verse are figurative. drawn from 
the act ot crowding out unnecessary 
space in measuring pro~uce. 

Verse 39. A parable is a compari
son. One blind man following another 
is like a person closing his mental 
eyes and ,letting a false teacher tell 
him how to go, 

Verse 40. A disciple is a learner. 
and such a person could not know 
more than his teacher. Perf ect means 
complete; if the disciple wHl absorb 
all ot bis master's teaching he will 
be Uke him which should satisfy J:1im. 

Verses 41, 42. See the comments on 
Matthew 7: 3-5. 

Verses 43, 44. Trees and shrubs are 
used to illustrate the lives ot men. 
When we see a man practicing evil we 
know he has an evU heart. (See Mat
thew 15: 19. ) 

Verse 46. Words as well 8S deeds 
spring from the heart. whether good 
or bad. 

Verse 46. The word "lord" means 
ruler. It Is Inconsistent to call Jesus 
by a name that means one who is in 
the rule, but then refuse to obey what 
he commands. 

Verses 47·49. This paragraph Is ex
plained at Matthew 7: 24-27. 

LUKE 7 
Verse 1. His savmgs reters to the 

ones in the preceding ehapter. Caper
naum was the city that Jesus adopted 
as his residence after leaving Nazareth 
(Matthew 4: 13). 

Verse 2. A centurion was a man 
having charge of a hundred soldiers. 

Verse 3. The centurion was a Gen
tile, but was in good standing with 
the Jews, for they had their elders to 
take a message of request to Jesus 
trom the officers. . 

Verse 4. Jesus had taught the prin
ciple ot favoring those only who were 
worthy (Matthew 7: 6), hence that 
point was stressed in their appeal tor 
hi. help. 

Verse 5. Synagogues were places 
built for 88sembllng to hear the law 
read. Strangers are not to be Emltcited 
tor contrIbutions to the Lord's cause, 

but their voluntary offerings may be 
accepted. Paul accepted help . tram 
non-Christians' (Acts 28: 2, 7. 10) . 

Verse 6. This Gentile felt unworthy 
to have Jesus in his house. 

Verse 7. He did not even think he 
was good enough to make a personal 
contact with the Lord, but sent others 
to speak tor him. He expressed faith 
In the power of Jesus to heal bis ser
vant by just speaking the work. 

Verse 8. This reasoning was to 
show that his remarks were not in 
flattery. (See the comments at Mat
thew 8: 9.) 

Verse 9. The Jews had not produced 
any example ot faith that was as great 
as this. Jesus announced this truth to 
the people who were following him. 

Verse 10. The taUb of the centurion 
was rewarded witb the immediate heal
ing of his servant, tor the messengers 
found hIm well upon their return. 

Verse 11. Nain was a v1lIage ot Gali
lee, the same district that contained 
Capernaum. As usual, as Jesue jour
neyed toward this place the crowds 
followed him. 

Verse 12. The death of this young 
man was especially saddening by the ' 
cjrcumstance that he was /the only 
support ot bis widowed mother; this 
explains tohy muoh people was with 
her and thus showing their sympathy 
for her. 

Verse 13. Oompassion means pity, 
and Jesue felt that way toward this 
sorrowing mother. (See Isaiah 53: 4.> 
In his sympathy for her he bade her 
cease weeping. 

Verse U . Jesus touched the bier 
(casket) to indicate he wished the 
pallbearers to stop. He then spoke to 
the dead man, showing he had power 
over inanimate objects. 

Verse 15. In response to the com
mand of Jesus the man came to lite 
and sat up. It was not merely a me
chanical performance upon a dead 
body for tbe young man spoke to them 
and tben rejoined his mother. 

Verse 16. This lear was that at deep 
respect, tor they glorified God which 
means they gave Him credit tor the 
deed performed by Jesus. It meant to 
the people that he was a great l)rophet, 
else God would not have enabled him 
to pertono this deed. 

Verse 17. This rumor means the re
port of what had been done tor the 
dead. 

Verse 18. John's disciples reported 
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this deed to blm, which would be of 
special interest to him in view ot his 
preparatory work for Christ. 

Verses 19-22, This paragraph Is so 
much like Matthew 11: 2-5 which 1s 
commented upon at length, that I shall 
ask the reader to CODsuit that place 
tn explanation of this. 

Verse 23. This Is explained with the 
lexicon definition at Matthew 11: 6. 

Verse 24. The Importance of John 
and his work wlll be the subject of 
some verses, all of wbich wtlJ show 
that Jesus had a high regard for him. 
A reea is a tall and slender stem that 
would be swayed easily by the wind. 
Such would illustrate a man with little 
stability and ODe who could be easily 
tnfluenced. The question of Jesus im
pIles that John was Dot that way. 

Verse 25. A man who was accus
tomed to the sort and luxurious life 
of royal palaces would be unsuited for 
work out in the wilderness. But the 
prophets had predicted the forerunner 
of Jesus was to operate in the wilder
ness, hence no surprise should be felt 
over the rough outdoor raiment of the 
Baptist. 

Verse 26. More than a prophet. John 
not only uttered prophecies, but his 
Ufe and work in preparing a people 
for Christ constituted a fulfi11ment of 
the sayings of other prophets., which 
made him more than a mere prophet. 

Verse 27. This prediction is re
corded in Malachi 3: 1. 

Verse 28. See the comments on Mat
thew 11: 11. 

Verse 29. Justified God means they 
acknowledged God to be just in autho
rizing John to baptize the people. 
They expressed theIr belief on this 
subject by being baptized. 

Verse 30. To reject an ordinance of 
God is interpreted as rejecting Him. 
The lawyers were men who were ac
Quainted with the law of Moses and 
interpreted it to others. 

Verses 31-35. This paragraph is ex
plained at Matthew 11: 16·19. 

Verse 36. The Pharisees were a sect 
of the Jews who were prominent in 
the time of Christ. See a description 
of them in the comments at Matthew 
16: 12. 

Verse 37. All people are sinners in 
a general sense, but there were cer
tain outcasts who were called thus as 
a class. This inCident must not be 
confused with the one in Matthew 26: 
7; that woman was Mary a sister of 
Lazarus (John 11: 2). 

Verse 38. Kissing the feet of Jesus 
was an .act of worship (Matthew 2: 2) 
that was prompted by the spirit of 
humility. It also indicated reverence 
for Jesus as a holy man. Another cus
tom of those times was the washing 
at the feet at a guest. This will be 
explained when we come to John 13. 

Verse 39. Jesus knew the thoughts 
of men, whether they were expressed 
or not. This Pharisee was thinking of 
the woman in the light of the class 
she supposedly represented. 

Verse 40. Jesus called for the atten
tion of his host. The word master is 
from an original that properly means 
"teacher." and Simon used it In that 
sense. 

Verse 41. A pence would be worth 
about sixteen cents In our money. The ' 
valUe of the individual COin is unim
portant, the tllustration being dra.wn 
from the difference between fifty and 
five hundred.. 

Verse 42. The question was based 
on the comparative favors each debtor 
received. 

Verse 43. Simon answered the Ques
tion correctly that Jesus asked. 

Verse 44. Simon had other guests 
(verse 49), and evIdently they were 
"rating" a Uttle higher than Jesus, 
and had recei ved the regular atten· 
tion usually paid to visitors. For Bome 
reason, Jesus had been neglected and 
he decided to make a lesson of it. 

Verse 45. The kiss was the custom
ary form of greeting in those days. 
But Stmon did not give Jesus the 
usual kiss on the mouth, while this 
woman kissed his feet often. 

Verse 46. As a matter of refreshing, 
a guest was anointed on the bead with 
olive all. Jesus had been neglected in 
that by his host, whUe the woman 
anointed his feet. 

Verse 47. Jesus did not deny that 
the woman was of the lower class and 
had many sins. But she was given a 
hlgber rating than the debtor who 
owed five hundred pence. He gave his 
love atter receiving the favor of being 
forgiven the debt, but the woman loved 
Jesus because of ber sincere taith in 
him even before baving received any 
favor. In return for that attitude 
Jesus gave her the great reward of 
complete forgiveness. 

Verse 48. No further condition was 
mentioned, for she was forgiven her 
sins as a reward for her loving service 
and her simple trust In the grace of 
Jesus. 
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Verse 49. This 1s the question raised 
by the people In Matthew 9: 1-6. 

Verse 50. Her faith saved her, but 
it does not say faith alO'ne. She 'bad 
performed the works tor which ber 
sins were forgiven. 

LUKE 8 
Verse 1. Shewing the glacL tidings 

all cornea trom the Greek word EUAGGE
LIZO which occurs many times in the 
New Testament. and the universal 
meaning 1s to tell any good news. The 
connection has to be noticed to lea rn 
what particular good news is meant 
in any gl'ven case, and in the present 
one it Is the news that the kingdom 
of God 1s at hand. The twelve means 
the apostles (Matthew 10: 2-4; Mark 
3: 14-19). . 

Verse 2. The clOSing sentence of the 
preceding verse Is continued in this 
to Include certain women, etc. One 
ot them was Mary Magdalene who bad. 
been possessed of seven devils until 
Jesus reUeved her of them. She was 
present at the cross when Jesus was 
crucified (Matthew 27: 66). 

Verse 3. The women had been fa
vored by Jesus miraculously, and they 
showed their appreciation by minister
ing to him 01 their substance, which 
me:ans necessities of ute. 

Verse 4. These parables were spoken 
to the people, not hls disciples. The 
reason tor teaching them In this man
ner is explained at Matthew 13: 11. 

Yerses 5·15. This Is the beginning 
ot the parables, and the full explana
tion is glven in Matthew 13 which will 
not be r epeated in detail here. How
ever, a tew of the items ot this pas
sage wUl be noticed. Thorns means a 
bramble. and Is the same plant of 
which the soldiers made a crown and 
placed upon the head of Jesu81n mock
ery (Matthew 27: 29). Devil Is trom 
DrA BOLOS which Is appl1ed to Satan as 
the chief of demons. Good ground Is 
defined as an honest heart that causes 
good frutt to be produced. 

Verse 16. The teaching of this verse 
is that a man should not hinder the 
Influence of rIghteous deeds by some 
unwise action otherwise. (See Romans 
14: 16.) 

Yerse 17. As a candle Is not sup
posed to be covered, BO the good things 
learned from Jesus should be per
mitted to go Ol)t for the beneflt of 
others. 

'Yerse 18. That which he seemeth to 
have. (See Matthew 13: 12 ; 25 : 29.) 

Verse 19, The prC8S means the crowd 
that pressed about the door. 

Verse 20. The brethren meaDS th,e 
Bame as the word ordinarily denotes. 
Had Luke meant his spiritual breth
ren (as the Romanlsts teach). there 
would have been no reason for men
tioning his mother, tor that is a f!eshly 
relationship. 

Verse 21. See the comments at Mat
thew 12: 47. 48. 

Verse 22. This lake means the Sea 
ot Galllee which Jesus wished to cross, 
where he was going to do more teach
ing and perform his great deeds. 

Verse 23. Filled with water is ex
plained by the closing words, were in 
jeopardy. We know that it the boat 
had been literally filled they would 
bave perished then, but instead ot' 
t hat they were in danger of perishing. 

Verse 24. We peri/A means the same 
as the preceding verse about being in 
great danger. Rebuked the wind indi
cates control over inanimate objects 
by miraculous power. 

Verse 25. They had heard him com
mand intel11gent creatures such as the 
demons, but were astonished to see 
him control things that have no con
sciousness. 

Verse 26. Gadarenes (also called 
Gergesenes) was situated near the 
eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
and that is where Jesus went ashore. 

Verse 27. These tombs were cavities 
tn the rocks, such as were sometimes 
used as burial places. This man was 
possessed with devUs, which made him 
abnormally strong. 

Verse 28. The devils knew Christ 
because they were fallen angels and 
had seen him before they were cast 
out of heaven. (See 2 Peter 2: 4; 
Jude 6.) Torment me not. The devils 
knew that if they had to leave this 
world they would have to go back to 
the place of torment into which they 
were cast when they first sinned. 

Verse 29. The man was under the 
control of the devils. (See the note 
at Matthew 8: 28.) It explains the 
condition of being possessed with the 
devil. 

Verse 30. Legion means an indefinite 
but great number of beings. But one 
or the devils was spokesman for the 
others Is why the pronoun is in sin· 
gular number sometimes. 

Verse 31. Deep Is trom ABU8S0S 
which is defined by Thayer as follows: 
"Bottomless, unbounded; the pit; the 
abyss." He also explains it to mean, 



lSO Luke 8: 32-9: 17 

"The immeasurable depth; a very deep 
gulf or cbasm in the lowest of the 
earth; the common reeeptacie or the 
jead, RomaIl8 10: 7, and especiaHy 88 
the abode of demons, Luke 8: 31; 
Revelation 9: 1; 11: 7; 17: 8; 20: I, 3," 

Verse 32. The devils did not know 
the swine would perish, so they re
quested to be let go Into them rather 
than go back to this deep where they 
had been tormented. 

Verse 33. The possession of devils 
made the swine mad and induced them 
to destroy themselves by drowning, 
thus forcing the spirits out ot the 
world. 

Verses 34-37. It will be well to read 
the comments on Matthew 8: 28-34. 

Verses 38, 39. GraUtude prompted 
the man to wish for the privilege of 
accompanying Jesus. but the Lord pre
ferred to make ~ messenger of him 
among the people of his own house. 
He did so and even extended his reo 
port throughout the whole ~ity. 

Verse 40. After the miracle of cast· 
ing out these devils. Jesus entered the 
boat again and recrossed the sea, when 
he found people waiting for him with 
Joy. 

Verses 41-56. For detailed comments 
on this paragraph see the ones on 
Matthew 9: 18·26. For the reader'S 
conV'enience, I shall make Borne re
marks on various specific Items in the 
present paragraph. A ruler was one 
presiding over a synagogue. The 
woman had a chronic hemorrhage of 
twelve years' standing. She was cured 
immedliately which was always the 
case with' miraculous healing. Not 
dead but sleepeth is explained In the 
passage cited above at Matthew 9: 24. 

LUKE 9 
Verse 1. Power means the abUtty 

to control the devils. and authority 
means the right to do 80. The twelve 
were the apostles, given abiUty also to 
cure diseases. 

Verse 2. The primary object of the 
work was to preach the news of the 
kingdom; the miracles were to prove 
the apostles were genuine. 

Verse 3. A scrip is a provision bag, 
used as a modern lunch basket. No 
extensive provision needed to be made 
while Jesus was In the world to insure 
their care. 

Verse 4. There abide and thence 
depart means for them to make only 
one house call in each cIty. except 
where the ftrst one proved to be un· 
worthy. 

Verse 5. Atter finding one proper 
house for their work, they were to 
leave tor another city. .As they were 
leaving, they were to shake the dust 
tram their feet. That was an anCient 
custom of showing disapproval of the 
place where they had got the dust. 

Verse 6. The gospel they preached 
was the good. news that the klngdom 
ot heaven was at hand. They did the 
healing to prove they were not false 
prophets. 

Verse 7. This H eroa was a son of 
Herod the Great. A tetrarc1l. was a 
ruler over a division of a general tel'· 
ritory. John was risen from the dead 
is explained at Matthew 14: 2. 

Verse 8. Elias Is the same as Eltjah 
in the Old Testament. Nothing Is said 
about bis rising again for he had not 
died (2 Kings 2: 11). 

Verse 9. The beheading of John is 
reported In Matthew 14: 1-12 and Mark 
6: 17·29. Desired to see him was ac· 
complished as recorded at chapter 
23: 8. 

Verse 10. There were times when 
Jesus wished for private consultation 
with his apostles. Bethsalda was a 
city on the west shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. 

Verse 11. It was not long until the 
people knew of the presence of Jesus 
and followed him. In his compassion 
he received them and gave them both 
spiritual teaching and physical cure 
for their ills. 

Verse 12. The desert was on the 
east side of Jordan, but the country 
In general was unsettled and not 
equipped with many markets at which 
to buy tood. 

Verse 13. Jesus opened the exercises 
of the occasion by te1l1ng the apostles 
to feed the multitude. They explained 
how small was their supply of food at 
ba.nd. 

Verses 14, 15. Jesus prepar~d to feed 
the multitude by a. miracle of the 
food. For the sake of orderliness he 
had them sit down in convenient 
groups. 
• Verse 16. Looking up to heaven was 

in recognition of the source of all 
blessings. (See James 1: 17.) The 
breaking was necessary because more 
than one person was going to partake. 
which was the only reason that Jesus 
broke the bread in Matthew 26: 26. 

Verse 17. The twelve baskets of 
fragments remaining proves. that be
tng filled was not imaginary on the 
part of the multitude. 
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Verses 18. See Matthew 16: 13 on 
why Jesus asked them this Question. 

Verse 19. These statemonts of the 
people were made on the basis of an 
erroneous theory called "transmigra
tion ot souls." (See Matthew 14: 2.) 

Verse 20. Peter's confessIon means 
"the Anointed one of God." 

Verse 21. ThIs is explained in the 
comments at Matthew 16: 20. 

Verse 22. Luke's account omits the 
conversation ahout the church, but he 
mentions the vital fact on which it 
was to be built. which was to be 
proved by His resurrecMoD. 

Verse 23. To deny one's self means 
to disown one's earthly interests, Take 
up his crO!l is figurative and is based 
on the practice of cornpelltng a doomed 
man to carry hie own cross to the 
place of cruc1tlxton. 

Verse 24. Two kinds of Ufe are con
sidered here, the temporal and the 
spirItual. The temporal is the one 
meant first. If a man neglects his duty 
to Christ for the sake ot his temporal 
or worldly life, he will lose his spiri· 
tuat or eternal lite. 

Verse 25. The thought Is that the 
things ot this world altogether are 
not 88 valuable as the soul of man. It 
he. exehanges bis soul to gain the 
world it will be a transaction In which 
there will be no profit. 

Verse 26. To be ashamed of one 
means to teel hum1Uated at the thought 
of associating with him. Christ does 
not expect us to become hIs equal in 
the degree ot our goodness and dig. 
nlty, because we are human while be 
is divine. But if we wlll obey him and 
do him the honor of fashioning our 
lives after his, he wUJ regard it as a 
compltment and bence wtll not feel 
humtUated in associating with us even 
in the presence ot his Father and the 
angels in the glory world. 

Verse 27. If the kingdom of God has 
not yet been set up (as certain people 
teach). then the world has In it some· 
where a number of persons who are 
many centuries old! 

Verse 28. See comments at Matthew 
17: 1 in connection with this verse. 

Verse 29. Fashion is trom ElOOS 
which Thayer defines, "Properly that 
which strikes the eye, which is ex· 
posed to view; the external appear· 
ance, form, figure, shape." Matthew 
(chapter 17: 2) says Jesus was "trans· 
figured," and the definition is given at 
that place. The words used by each 

of the evangelists were true ot Jesus 
then. 

Verse 30. See the description' of this 
scene at Matthew 17: 3. ElIas was the 
Elijah of the Old Testament, and a 
faithful prophet of God. 

Verse 31. .Matthew does not tell 
what these men talked about, but Luke 
gives the subject of their conversation. 
Decease is from EXOOOS which Thayer 
defines, "Exit. i. e., departure; depar· 
ture from Ufe, decease." This word is 
interesting from being the name given 
to the second book of the Bible. Accom
plish is from PLEROO and the lexicon of 
Thayer defines it, "To make tull, to 
fill, to fiU up." The idea is that in his 
death Jesus completed the sacrificial 
service that was allotted to him by 
his Father. That is why he declared 
"Jt Is finished" just as be was dyIng 
(John 19: 30). 

Verse 32. Peter and his group were 
under an oppressed feeling during the 
conversation between Jesus and his 
distinguished visitors. But upon being 
aroused they saw the trio of glorified 
beings. 

Verse 33. As they departed. That Is, 
the conversation was ended and the 
guests were preparing to leave. Peter 
wanted to detain them and proposed 
that provision be made for houstng 
them. Not knowing what he said. He 
did not reaUze that beings from the 
unseen world would not dwell In rna· 
terial tabernacles. 

Verse 84. The word cloud Is used. 
a great many times in the New Testa· 
ment but seldom in connection with 
rain. Instead, it is used to represent 
something that has nothIng to do wIth 
moistUre which would form an object 
that is dark. True, this verse says 
the cloud overshadowed them, but the 
same event Is recorded in Matthew 17: 
5 where it Is called a "bright cloud," 
which would not suggest one that was 
leaden with condensed vapor and 
ready to drop rain. The idea is that 
something of a miraculous character 
was used to indicate the presence of 
God. 

Verse 36. The words hear Mm are 
in addition. to what was said at the 
time of his baptism (Matthew 3: 17; 
Mark 1 : 11). They were said because 
the life's work of Jesus was nearing 
completion and he had proved his 
worthinesB of,the distinction. 

Verse 36. The'll told no man was be. 
cause at the instruction that Jesus 
gave them as they were coming down 
from the mountain (Matthew 17: 9; 
Mark 9: 9). 
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Verse 37. Hill and mountain. are 
used in the same sense in the New 
Testament. The people were generally 
aD. hands whenever Jesus reapp.eared 
trom his places of privacy. 

Verse 38. The word master means 
"teacher," a term Jesus acquired 
among the people because of his many 
talks to them upon the subject or his 
kingdom. This SOD. Is the Bame case 
explained at Matthew 17: 15-18. 

Verse 39. Spirit' is from a Greek 
word that could apply to any disem
bodIed being. In the preseDt case it 
applies to the devU that had taken 
possession or the chUd. 

Verse 40. See the comments on Mat
thew 17: 20, 21 tor the present verse. 

Verse 41. The fa.:ithleB8generation 
was said about the disciples. accord
Ing to the statements in the verses 
cited at 38 and 40. 

Verse 42. This devil is the same 
spirit mentioned 1n verse 39 and 80 
termed in this. It had supernatural 
power and tare the boy. The orig1nBl 
word for this and also in verse 39, 
means he was thrown into convulsions. 
It was an atHiction, hence the Lord re
buked the unclean spirit, not the lad. 

Verse 43. The words miuht1l power 
are from a Greek original that means 
"majesty," and it is 80 translated in 
2 Peter 1: 16. This impression ot 
amazement was caused by the power
ful circumstance of the boy's recov
ery from BO distressing an ailment. 

Verse 44. The sa1lings include what 
Jesus had been expressing. also the 
one about his expected betrayal into 
the hands ot men. 

Verae 45. The disciples bad thought 
from the start that Jesus was going 
to set up an earthly kingdom. Such a 
government would reqUire the bodily 
Dresence of the king, hence they were 
contused over this prediction that he 
was to be delivered unto men. 

Verse 46. Their mistaken idea of 
the kingdom explains why they could 
have these thoughts about the differ
ent ranks in it, for such distinctions 
exist in earthly powers. 

Verse 47. Jesus could a.lways read. 
the thoughts of his dlaclples. 

Verse 48. Jesus loves Jittle children 
because they are Dure and humble. To 
receive such a child in his name is to 
do so because Jesus loves him. But no 
one will do that as long as he is filled 
w1th the pride of his own importance. 
While the man who will thus humble 

himself is great In the true sense ac
cording to the mind of the Lord. 

VerBes 49. 60. See the comments on 
Mark 9: 38,39. 

Verse 61. The time Was come means 
it was getting near the time when 
J esus was to leave the earth and as
cend to heaven. That made It neces
sary for him to be In Jerusalem, hence 
he turned his steps In that direction. 

Verse 62. Jesus was in GaUlee at 
this time which would make it ne<:e~ 
aary to go through Samaria. He sent 
some ahead to find a place for him to 
stop on the way. 

Verse 53. The Samaritans were not 
on gOod terms with the Jews (John 
4: 9), and for that reason they had a 
prejudice against Jerusalem. Hence 
they did not welcome Jesus when they 
learned that he was heading In that 
direction. 

Verse 64. The brothers, James and 
John, were angered over the sUght and 
suggested some physical destruction 
for them, citing the case of Elias 
(EliJah) In 2 Kings 1: 10. 12. What 
they suggested would have been the 
action that is meant by pu1l1ng up 
the tares In the parable of the tares. 
(See Matthew 13: 28.) 

Verse 55. This means the brothers 
did not realize what kind of a spirit 
they were manifesting. It was just 
the reverse of What they should have 
sbowu. 

Verse 66. The kind of spirit they 
should have manifested was that of 
Jesus, deSiring to save men from spiri
tual destruction. And that could not 
be done if their lives were destroyed 
by physical death as these brothers 
wished to do. 

Verses 57. 68. See the comments at · 
Matthew 8: 19, 20. 

Verses 59. 60. This paragraph is 
expla1ned at Matthew 8: 21, 22. 

Verse 61. Following Jesus here 
means the bodily traveling as ex· 
plained In verse 57. This man was at 
that very time absent from hIs "loved 
ooes," and hence had not shown any 
great concern for them. His sudden 
interest in them betrayed at least a 
divided state of mind betWeen them 
and Jesus. 

Verse 62. Ploughs were made with 
ooc handle according to Smith's Bible 
Dictionary, hence the mentioning of 
a 8ingle handle. To make a success 
of the work a farmer should keep his 
eye on the ground ahead of hIm. The 
work Ie used to illustrate what should 
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be the attentive devotion of those pro
fessing to follow Jesus. 

LUKE 10 
Verse 1. The words other seventy 

are arranged as "seventy others" in 
the Greek text, and means seventy be
sides the twelve apostles. This was a 
special mission and intended as a 
hasty work of immediately preparing 
the people for the reception of Jesus. 
His work was nearing its close and he 
wished to accomplish as much as pos
sible in the time. To help towards 
that end these disciples were sent 
ahead ot him. He sent them in pairs, 
which had many advantages in that 
each could encourage the other. 

Verse 2. There were so many people 
who needed help that neither Jesus 
or any other man could be bodily 
present with all of them. That is what 
he meant by saying the harvest is 
plentious but the laboTers aTe few, and 
prayed that they might increase. 

Verse 3. A lamb among wolves would 
be in great danger. But by great care 
he might not attract needless atten
tion to himself and so would escape 
harm. 

Verse 4. A scrip was a provision bag 
used as a lunch basket, and a purse 
was a money bag. Note they were not 
to carry these, which is also said 
about shoes. It means not to take any 
"spares" as w1ll be explained at verse 
7. Salute no man. might seem un
friendly. Thayer explains the word 
for salute as follows: "As a salutation 
was made not merely by a slight ges
tUre and a few words, but generally 
by embracing and kissing, a journey 
was retarded by saluting frequently." 

Verse 5. Their call at a house was 
to begin by offering their peace to it. 

Verse 6. Son (of peace) is from 
HUlON which Thayer defines. "One who 
is worthy of a thing." The Lord was 
with these disciples in spirit, and if 
the people in a house were not worthy 
of the favors that were offered them, 
the Lord would see that none would 
come to them and the wishes of the 
disciples would return to them. 

Verse 7. The work of the disciples 
in spreading the news of the kingdom 
entitled them to their living. That ex
plains the instructions in verse 4 
about not taking along their own pro
visions. Go not from house to house. 
They were to make only one' call in 
each city because of the shortness of 
time_ (See Matthew 10: 11, 23.) 

Verse 8. Eat such things as are Bet 
belore you. This is similar to Paul's 
instructions in 1 Corinthians 10: 27; 
Conscientious Jews were often afraid 
to eat of things unknown to them be
cause of the restrictions of the law of 
Moses. Jesus did not overlook the law, 
yet he was about to give a new one to 
the world, and certain parts of the old 
one were to be discontinued. 

Verse 9. The disciples were to preach 
the news of the approaching kingdom 
ot God. By healing the sick they would 
prove they were true prophets. 

Verse 10. A city that would not 
give the disciples a welcome was to 
be considered unworthy. The disciples 
were to get out of the house and into 
the street. 

Verse 11. Shaking off the dust was 
an ancient custom and was used to 
indicate disapproval of a place. Not
withstOlfl,(j,ing. Even though they re
jected the teaching of the disciples, 
that would not stop the program of 
the Lord, for the kingdom of God was 
going to come into their midst.in due 
time. 

Verse 12. In that dQly is indefinite 
as to date, but the same subject is 
handled in other passages in which 
the day of judgment is specified. (See 
Matthew 10: 15: 11: 22, 24: Mark 6: 
11.) It should be noted that the toler
ance is to be shown on that day, not 
afterward. . 

Verse 13. This is the same as Mat· 
thew 11: 21. 

Verse 14. At the judgment is ex· 
plained at verse 12. 

Verse 15. Exalted to heaven is a 
figure o-f speech, based on the fact 
that Jesus was an inhabitant of ,Caper
naum by choice (Matthew 4: 13), and 
hence it had the advantage of his 
presence. See the comments on Mat
thew 11: 23 for the meaning of hell. 

Verse 16. Jesus ordained the apos
tles and the seventy and hence what
ever attitude was shown to them was 
equivalent to showing it to Jesus. On 
the same principle. that attitude also 
pertains to God since he sent Jesus 
into the world. To despise Jesus and 
God means to disrespect them or be
little their authority. 

Verse 17. The disciples looked upon 
their work of controlling the devils as 
an exploit of which to boast. It was 
much like the spirit of the Corinthians 
which they exhibited over the pos
session of spiritual gifts. 

Verse 18_ I belleld Satan a. light-
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nino Ian !rO'1'f/. heaven. Moffatt ren
ders thts. "I watcbed Satan fall from 
heaven like a !lash or lightning." John 
reters to this event in Revelation 12: 
9, The thought Is that Jesus would 
have more to boast of than the dis
ciples. since be saw the chief or devils 
taU from heaven. But be was not 
making any such use of it as a per
sonal advantage. 

Verse 19. Jesus bad given his dis
ciples the abtuty to perform these 
miracles so they could prove they were 
not a group of false teachers. 

Verse 20. This power . was not in
tended for their personal distinction 
over which to rejoice. What counted 
the most was a spiritual favor, that of 
baving their names written In heaven. 
(See Hebrews 12: 23; Revelation 21: 
27.) 

Verse 21. See the comments on Mat
thew 11 : 25 for the present verse. 

Verso 22. The complete mutual 
knowledge of the Father and Son of 
each other was not shared by the 
world. But sucb information as would 
be deemed necessary for others was to 
be revealed by the Son in his own 
manner. 

Verse 23. The disciples were enjoy
ing some bits of lnformation that had 
not been grantet;l to preceding genera
tions, and for this Jesus called them 
blessed or bappy. 

Verse 24. It was not the time for 
those ancient prophets and kings to 
receive that Information, although 
they bad a desire for it. (See Ephe
sians 3: 9-11; 1 Peter 1: 10-12.) 

Verse 26. A lawyer was a man in
formed tn the law of Moses and who 
taugbt it to the people. The question 
he asked was a proper one as far as 
tts form was concerned. But the in
spired writer tells us tbe man's motive 
was wrong, that 'he wished to tempt 
Jesus. 

Verse 26. How readest thou' This 
was a direct allUSion to the profession 
at the lawyer. That being his business 
he should have known what he was 
expected to do 'to be saved if he had 
been reading th'e law caretully, hence 
the question Jesus asked him. 

Verse 27. The lawyer correctly cited 
the requJrements of the law. 

Verse 28. Thou shalt liVe is equiva
lent to Inheriting eternal Ufe, the 
thing tbe lawyer inquired for. Under 
whatever dispensation people lived, if 
they did the things required by its 
law they were promised salvation. 

Verse 29. The young man at Mat
thew 19 : 20 afHrmed be had kept all 
the commandments from bis youth. 
The lawyer did not make that claim 
which he evidently could not do truly. 
To judi/1/ means to show one's sell to 
be righteous. The lawyer thought be 
would clear hl1ll.Be1t of comIng short 
of bis duty by the use at a quibble 
over the interpretation at terms, so 
he asked who i8 my neiOh-barf 

Verse 30. This entire story is told 
in answer to the lawyer's question, 
but there are some bits or information 
incidental to the main subject that 
wUl make it worth white to consider. 
The misfortune ot this traveler could 
happen to any man, so that part of the 
story is not unusual. 

Verses 31, 82. All priests were Le
vites. but Dot all ~vites were priests 
(Exodus 29: 9; 40: 12-16; Numbers 4: 
1-4) . whicb is the reason for using 
the terms prietlt and L evite separately. 
But they Were both Jews and con
sidered themselves as being followers 
at the law which this inquirer al80 
professed to follow. 

Verses 33, 34. The Samaritans were 
a mixtUre of Jew and Gentile blood, 
the origin of which Is recorded in 2 
Kings 17: 24-33. The Jews had no 
dealings with them (John 4: 9), and 
thought that very little good ever 
came from them. That is what makes 
this part of the story signIficant; for 
the Samaritan was the one who showed 
a neighborly feeUng toward the in
jured man. 

Verse 35. The assistance given by 
the Samaritan did not consist in words 
of sympathy only, but he assumed the 
full expense of the ease. 

Verses 36. 37. Which. .. . was neigh
bor' Jesus switches the direction of 
the subject from the neighbor to be 
loved to the one acting the part at a 
neighbor. Upon the lawyer's answer
ing the question at Jesus correctly. he 
was told to go and do likewise. 
It alI sums up the matter by answer
ing the lawyer's quesUon stated in 
verse 29 by shOWing that whoever 
needs our help Is our neighbor. 

Verse 38. This certain village was 
Bethany, the town of Lazarus and his 
sisters (John 11: 1). Martha seems to 
have been head of the house as to do
mestic affairs. 

Verse 39. The teaching of Jesus ab
sorbed the attention of Mary. 

Verse 40. The original for cumbered 
is defined by Thayer as "dIstracted." 

'--
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Martha was 80 interested in the enter· 
tainment of her guest that sbe let it 
crowd out her attention · to spiritual 
thlngs. Frequently today professed 
Chr istians will actually plan to be 
absent from the assembly of the saints 
tn order to prepare a meal tor ex
pected guests. Such women afe in the 
same class as Martha and deserve the 
same rebuke as she. 

Verses 41. 42. Jesus does not teach 
that it is wrong to perform the dUties 
ot the home, but be docs frown upon 
one's allowing them to overwhelm 
him with undue care. Needful is 
from a strong word meaning very 
necessary. The tood that sustains the 
body will cease to exist at the same 
time that the fleshly body is destroyed 
(1 Corinthians 6: 12. 13). but the spiri
tual nourishment will not be taken 
away. 

LUKE II 
Verse 1. T each us to pray. Some 

people would disapprove the idea of 
exercises tor the training in prayer, 
yet Jesus endorsed the request of this 
disciple by doing the very thing he 
asked for. It disciples of Christ would 
put in Borne time studying and pre
paring themselves for prayer, there 
might be fewer unscriplural efforts 
Jl6rformed. 

Verses 2-4.. For comments on this 
prayer Bee those at Matthew 6: 9-13. 

Verses 5-7. This parable compares 
an earthly friend with the disciple 
who wanted to know how to pray. The 
outcome of a proper prayer is the 
lesson of the llIustratlon. 

Verse 8. No illustration is intended 
to apply at all angles. God is not to 
be regarded aa this housebolder is 
described, for that is not the point of 
the parable. The comparison 1s in the 
word importunit1/ which means per
sistence. We are taught to baveafaith" 
that wlll not shrink because we do 
not receive what we think we need, or 
do not receive it as soon as desired. 

Verses 9-13. This paragraph is ex
plained in detail at Matthew 7: 7-11, 
which is a part of the "sermon on the 
mount" delivered to the diSCiples. 

Verse U. It Wa.! dumb means the 
devil had. caused the person to be 
dumb, for after it was cast out the 
dumb spake. Being possessed with a 
devil did not at!ect aU people aUke, 
the reason for which is Dot given in 
the scripture. 

Verse 15. See the comments at Mat
thew 12: 2t. 

Verse 16. These people were clamor
ing tor some miracle that they im
agined would be a test of the power 
ot Jesus. Their motive was a desire 
to tempt the Lord. 

Verses 17. 18. This is explained at 
Matthew 12: 26, 26. 

Verse 19. See the explanation at 
Matthew 12: 27. 

Verse 20. Explained at Matthew 
12: 28. 

Verses 21, 22. See the comments on 
Matthew 12: 29. 

Verse 23. There Is no "neutral" 
ground in matters of right and wrong. 
Regardless of how inactive a man 
may be, if he is not adi ve for Christ 
he is bis enemy. 

Verses 24-26. This unusual passage 
is explained at Matthew 12: 43. 44. 

Verse 27. This woman meant that 
the mother of Jesus was to be COD
sldered in a special sense. The Ro
manists make a great ado about the 
Virgin just 8S this woman did. except 
she did not even suggest that any 
worship should be offered to her. 

Verse 28. Jesus dId not go even to 
the extent of endorsing what the wo
man said, but stated what he would 
rather be done, which was to keep 
the word of God. 

Verse 29. Because it was an evil 
generation, Jesus refused to perform 
any miracle at the time. However. he 
was willing to stake his reputation as 
a true prophet on an event yet to come. 

Verse 30. Thayer defines the origi
nal for sign, "A sign, prodigy, por
tent," and he explains his deftnlUon 
to mean "an unusual occurence, trans
cending [going beyond] the common 
course of nature." Jonah Uved three 
days and three nights in the belly of 
the fish, which Was certainly some
thing unusual. And Jesus predicted 
that he would be three days and tbree 
nigbts in the heart of the earth (Mat
thew 12: 40) and live again. 

Verse 31. See the comments on Mat
thew 12: 42. 

Verse 32. The point of the verse is 
one about responsJbility based on op
portunity. See the comments on Mat
thew 12: 4L 

Verse 33. The common judgment 
shown by a man after lighting a 
candle, is used to compare that which 
diSCiples should show about their In
.fluence. 

Verse 34.. The natural eye Is used 
for the same purpose as the candle in 
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the preceding verse. A man has but 
one means of seeing and that Is by his 
natural eye. If it is Bingle (not d~ 
teeUve) the owner will be able to see. 
Likewise, a man has only one lile that 
he can live, and he ahould 80 conduct 
It that It will shed spiritual Ugbt upon 
the world about hIm. 

Verse 35. This verse denotes that by 
an improper life. a man's infiuence 
will be turned tnto ODe that is for evil 
or spiritual. darkness. (See Romans 
14: 16.) 

Verse 36. This verse has a thought 
similar to verse 23. A man is counted 
elther tor or against Christ. His in
fluence 1s either one of darkness or 
of Ught. 

Verse 37. Jesus accepted the invita
tion to dine with the Pharisee, which 
was not considered strange since they 
both were Jews. Went in and sat 
tt&u>n to moot, Indicates that he did 
this without any previous ceremony. 

Verses 38, 39. The Pharisee wa,s 
surprised that Jesus did not wash be
lore coming to the table. This does 
not refer to ordinary cleanJiness. but 
to a ritual the Jews had that was a 
mere formality. Jesus knew the mind 
ot the Pharisee and accused him and 
his dass ot hypocrisy in the exercise 
of their formalittes. 

Verse 40. It Is true that God made 
the outward man and wants him to 
be kept clean. But he also made the 
inner man and requires that he be 
kept clean, which 'means that he should 
not be defiled with pride of tradition 
and with acts of hypocrisy. 

Verse 41. If we are helpful toward 
others with OUf good things of life, 
we will be' edifying the inner man and 
will need bave no fears of harm from 
imaginary deftlement. 

Verse 42. See the comments at Mat~ 
thew 23: 23 for explanation of this 
verse. 

Verse 43. These uppermo,d seats 
were the tront pews that faced the 
audience. The markets were public 
gathering places. and these Pharisees 
craved special attention there. 

Verse 44. .Appear not means that 
the use being made of them is not 
apparent. Men walking over or about 
them do not reaUze that corruption is 
contained within. Jesus used the tact 
to compare the hypocrite trying to 
hide his wlckedne~ 

Verse 45. Thu" Baying reters to the 
general denunciatton Jesus has been 
utter~ng against leaders among the 

---- .---

Jews. The lawyer may have thought 
he would bring an apology from Jesus 
by complaining in this way, relying, 
perhaps, on tbe dignity at his pr~ 
tession. 

Verse 46. Witfl, one 01 210ur fiAgerl 
is a figure of speech, for a burden that 
could be moved wi th one finger would 
not be very heavy. It means they were 
not willing to exert themselves In the 
least toward practicing the command~ 
ments of the law. 

Verse 47. The J ews were influenced 
much by the traditional respect tor 
their forefathers. The devotion to their 
sepulchres indicated a sentimental 
feeling tor them, and this notw1th~ 
standing their guilt at having mur
dered the prophets. 

Verse 48. Jesus verifies the remarks 
on the preceding verse. 

Verses 49·51. This is explained at 
Matthew 23: 3.·36. 

Verse 52. Key- is from KLEIS, and 
Thayer explains it to mean, "the ability 
and opportunity to obtain knowledge." 
Robinson gives virtually the &aIDe com· 
ment. Entered. not in, etc. They were 
not wJlllng to accept the truth nor let 
others have It. 

Verse 63. Urge Mm means to lrrl~ 
tate him In the hope ot pro'Xoking him 
to say many things in reply to them. 

Verse 54. Their motive was to lead 
Jesus into saying something that would 
be subject to criticism. Had he done 
this, they would have gone to the 
authorities with it. 

LUKE 12 
Verse 1. Trade one upon another 

indicates the extent of Influence that 
Jesus was bavhlg through his teach~ 
ing. On another occasion (Matthew 
16: 6-12) Jesus warned his diSCiples 
against the leaven of the Pharisees, 
and afterward they had to have it ex~ 
plained. In this instance lObe. 8pe<:ifies 
that he means tbe hypocrisy ot the 
Pharisees. Thayer defines the original 
tor leaven by the single word "leaven." 
He then explains his application as 
tollows : "It Is applied to that which, 
though small in quantity, yet by its 
intluence thoroughly pervades a thIng; 
either in a good seDse, ... or in a bad 
sense." 

Verse 2. The persecutors pertorm 
their evil work In an underhanded and 
cowardly manner. But their deeds 
will finally be exposed and aU false 
accusations be disproved. 
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Verse 3. See the comments on Mat
thew 10: 27 for this verse. 

Verse 4. Men can cause physical 
death but can do nothing against the 
soul of the man who serves God with 
a rigbteous Ufe. 

Verse . 6. God is the ODe who can 
cast the enUre being Into hell, hence 
our conduct should be 8uch that He 
will not regard us as deserving that 
awtul doom. The tull definition of the 
word hell is quoted at Matthew 5: 30. 

Verse 6. The thought Is that God is 
mindful , of everything He has created. 
even to the comparatively unimportant 
case of the sparrow. He certainly will 
not overlook the being made In His 
image. 

VerBe 7. The thought in the pre
ceding verse Is continued in this. Each 
hatr (a small portioD of man's being) 
is counted by the Creator, which de· 
notes that the wbole person Is of more 
value than the sparrows. 

Verses 8, 9. See the comments on 
chapter 9: 26. 

Verse 10. Thts refers to what Is 
commonly refer red to as the "unpar
donable" stn. For a full diSCUssion of 
thIs subject see the comments at Mat
thew 12: 24-32. 

Verse 11. This does not mean they 
were to be unconcerned about the mat
ter, but they were not to be planning 
what they were gOing to say. 

Verse 12. The reason for the pre
ceding, verse is shown here. The Holy 
Ghost was to dictate the speeches as 
the case demanded, hence it would be 
in the sam.e hour. 

Verse 13. The· Bubject of personal 
rights is an important one, but not 
one that should be regarded as worthy 
of absorbing the main interests of a 
man's Bfe; certainly not worthy of 
claiming the attention of the busy 
Son ot man, who was here in the In
terests ot the kingdom ot heaven and 
the salvation of the BOuls of men. 

Verse 14. Jesus rebuked the man 
by this question which amounted to 
the retusal to "take the case" as a wise 
judge might say it asked to interfere 
in an outside atralr. 

Verse 16. A man with only a proper 
interest In his temporal possessions 
would not have thought ot disrupting 
the work of JesuB by the subject. There
fore the Lord accused him ot covet
ousness, and told him that the things 
a man possesses do not constitute the 
main part of bis Ufe. 

Verse 16. Jesus frequently empba
sized his les.sons by teiUng a story that 
was adapted to the case. The man In 
the present Instance had an unusually 
large crop. 

Verse 17. The yield was so great 
that his graneries were not su:fH.clent. 

Verse 18. It was necessary to build 
larger facilities for the crops. 

Verse 19. Up to this point there was 
nothing wrong In what the farmer did 
and said, for it Is not only fi-gAt...lw1 
necessary to care for the product of 
the soU that It may not be wasted. 
But his mistake was In the use he was 
proposing to make of his crops. He 
thought to relax and Uve an indolent 
and luxurious manner of I1te, as it 
that were the main purpose of the 
good things ot nature. 

Verse 20. Soul Is trom PBUCHJ:, and 
Thayer's first definiUon Is, "Breath, 
I. e., the breath ot life ; the vital force," 
and he adds by way of explanation, 
"which animates the body and shows 
Itselt in breathing." The verse does 
not necessarHy mean that God per
formed a special act to take the man's 
Ufe from him because ot his selfish
ness. But the uncertainty of this Ufe 
is a result ot the edict ot God after the 
sin of the first man. It was in that 
sense that God took t.he rich man's 
lite from him that night. 

Verse 21. 80 is he verifies my com
ments on the preceding verse, and 
shows that no special miracJe was done 
to punish the farmer . The lesson of 
Jesus &pplles to all men who hoard 
their riches, or who trust in them for 
selfish enjoyment (1 Timothy 6: 17·19.) 

Verses 22, 23. See the comments on 
Matthew 6: 25. 

Verse 24. This Is explained af) Mat~ 
thew 6 : 26. 

Verses 25. 26. Undue anxiety w1ll 
not add the sUghtest amount to oile's 
slze, hence it Is useless to be con
cerned to the extent ot unreasonable 
worry about Ute. 

Verse 27. Bee the comments on this 
thought at Matthew 6: 29. 

Verse 28.1 God's care tor compara
tively untmhortant things such as the 
fiowers, and hence His greater care 
for man, Is the lesson of the verse. 
(See Matthew 6: 30.) 

Verse 29. Seek 1Ie oot means not to 
be overanxious about it. 

Verse 30. The natiom 01 the world, 
have only the temporal things in mind, 
but the disciples of Christ should 
make such interests secondary. 
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Verse 31. This is commented upon 
at Matthew 6: 33. 

Verse 32. Little 1s from lr.tIKROS, 
which Thayer defines. "small, little," 
and a.t our verse he explains it to 
mean, "ot quantity. 1. e., number or 
amount." Jeaue was speaking espe
cially to hIe apostlcs who were only 
twelve in number. hence would CODStj· 
tute the little flock. The promise that 
the ,Father would give them the king
dom proves that it was not yet in their 
possession at that time, and hence was 
still in the future although near ("at 
hand"). 

Verses 33, 34. See the comments at 
Matthew 6: 19·21. 

Verse 35. Loin.! be girded 1s an allu· 
slon to the practice of soldiers who 
put a belt around their body as a brace 
for thejr strength. (See Ephesians 6: 
14.) Lights burnino is a figurative ad
monItion to be prepared. (See Matthew 
25: 1-13.) 

Verse 36. In the parable of the ten 
virgins (Matthew 25) the waiting was 
tor the lord to come to the wedding. 
In this one the waIting is for him to 
return from it. The lesson is the same 
in both. which is the necessity of being 
prepared. 

Verse 37. If a servant is watching 
he will not be caught with surprise, 
but will be ready to open the door to 
let him in. The happy bridegroom will 
regale his faithful servants by serving 
them with the wedding feast. 

Verse 38. The second and third 
watches were at nine and twelve 
o'clock. If the servants do not go to 
sleep, they will he ready for their 
lord when he gets back home. 

Verse 39. This verse is given for the 
same" purpose as the preceding one; 
the necessity of watching. Incident· 
ally, however. another lesson is taught 
here. Jesus speaks favorably of this 
householder who would resist having 
his house attacked. But the only way 
he could do so would be to oppose 
force with force, which sbows it is 
right to use force it' necessary in de-
tending one's home and family. 

Verle 40. This verse is the lesson of 
the preceding ones. 

Verse 41. Mucb of the teaching of 
Jesus was to the apostles only. hence 
Peter asked for the appUcatlon of the 
parable. 

Verse 42. Instead of a direct answer, 
Jesus replied in a manner that made 
it apply to all wbo profess to be his 
servants. The activities described per-

tain to some customs in connection 
with weddIngs, but the point is in ret· 
erence to the tavors that Jesus will 
bestow on his faithfUl servants when 
he comes back to the earth. 

Verses 43. 44. This is still figurative 
as in the preceding verse. 

Verses 45. 46. This paragraph Is ex· 
plained at Matthew 24: 48·51. 

Verses 47, 48. It would be imprac
tical not to consider these two verses 
in one paragraph. A popular notion Is 
that it teaches dttrerent degrees ot 
punishment atter the judgment. By 
the process ot elimination we know it 
cannot mean that. The ones on the 
left of the judge (Matthew 25: 46) 
were guilty at only neglecting their 
servIce to needy diSCiples, yet they are 
to be cast Into the same fire that is 
prepared tor the devil and his angels. 
So if the mildest and strongest classes 
at evil wlll get the same punishment. 
it is toolish to talk about "degrees" 
tor any at the Intervening classes. 
The Bible speaks at but one Gehenna; 
one lake at fire; one hell; Into which 
the devil and his angels and all other 
unsaved persons wUl be cast after the 
judgment. Being beaten with many 
or tew strIpes has nothing to do with 
the punishment atter the judgment, 
but refers to the judgment ItseIt. 
Jesus makes his own application of 
the figurative stripes and begins It 
with the word !OT. Then he says unto 
whom mucth is given, of him shall 
muoh be required. Nothing said ahout 
what w1ll be given to the man after 
the judgment, but It Is what was al· 
ready given to him before the judg
ment. Upon the faIthfulness or un· 
faithfulness of the servant in making 
the required use of these goods (tal· 
ents) wlll depend the decision as to 
which ot the TWO sides (not several) 
he will be assigned at the judgment 
After that 1s done. only one sentence 
wlU be pronounced upon all In what· 
ever group a man 1s placed. 

Verse 49. Fire Is from PUB. Thayer 
defines It in this place by, "dissen· 
sion," and he explains the definition 
to be because "fire disorganizes and 
sunders things joined together and 
compact." Robinson says the word 
symbolizes "strife and disunion." These 
defhi.itions and comments agree wtth 
the statements at Jesue in verses 800n 
to follow. He does not mean that he 
wished peo:ple to be divided among 
themselves. but he did come to bring 
the teaching be knew would cause the 
dissension. Alread1l kindled. Even as 
Jesus was speaking, there were con· 
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Olcts among the people over his doc
trine. 

Verse 50. It might be asked why 
Jesus would persist In bls teaching 
when be knew it would bring opposi· 
tion: thJs verse answers that question. 
Baptism fs used figuratively and refers 
to the sufferings be was destined to 
experience in order to fulfill the scrip
ture (Matthew 26: 54). That Is why 
he says how am 1 straitened (made 
completely to suffer). (according to 
the predictions) . until it (the baptism 
of suffering) be acco1nplisRed. 

Verse 61. Jesus continues the same 
Une of thought but is more literal or 
direct in his language. Not that his 
motive was to cause division just for 
the sake of division. but he did mean 
to put bls teaching out among people 
although It was bound to bring di
vision. 

Verse 52. House means household 
and it was destined to be divided. 

Verse 53. The division was not to 
come between comparative strangers 
only. but the closest of relatives would 
be arrayed against each other. That 
would be because a father would ac
cept the truth while his son would 
not. and 80 on through other relatives. 

Verses 64. 65. Jesus referred the 
Jews to their own study of the condi
tiODS in nature. in which they pro
fessed to know how to figure out the 
future by present signs. 

Verse 56. The signs of the times 
were as clearly portrayed in the Scrip
tures as were the weather signs, yet 
they pretended there was nothing on 
record to indicate the work and pur
poses of Jesus. 

Verse 57. Right Is trom DlKAIOS 
and Thayer's deftn1J;lon at this place 
is. "rendering to each his due ; pass
ing just judgment on others." Robin
son gives virtually the same definition. 
The vet13e reflects on the three pre
ceding this on6. If they would treat 
the teaching of the Scripture with the 
same reasoning and fairness they did 
the weather signs, they would be able 
01 themselve. to decide their duty 
without any miraculous signs from 
Jesus. 

Verses 58, 69t See the comments at 
Matthew 6: 25. 26. 

LUKE 13 
Verse 1. There was more or less 

friction between the Jews and the 
Romans. although the former were 
suffered to carryon theIr reltgious 
practices. Something had occurred that 

angered Pilate. and he enforced his 
penalties upon them even whUe they 
were engaged tn their sacrificial devo
tions. The reporters came to Jesus 
with the news, thinking the Jneldent 
was a sort of "judgment" sent upon 
them by the Lord. 

Verse 2. Jesus informed them that 
the Galilaeans were not any worse 
than other sinners in God's sight, even 
though this misfortune had come to 
them. 

Verse 3. Likewise does not mean 
they were to meet the same fate, but 
that they would perish just as surely 
if they did not repent of their sins. 

Verse 4. Jesus then added another 
event which they doubtless knew 
about, though we have no other ac
count of it. He then asked them the 
same question as in verse 2. 

Verse 5. He gave the same answer as 
he dtd to the question about the Gall
taeaDs. All sinners look alike to God, 
when it comes to deaUng with them 
concerning their future atter their 
stay on earth is ended. (See comments 
at chapter 12 : 47,48.) 

Verse 6. This certain m.an in the 
parable represents God. and the fig 
tree and vineyard is the Jewish na
tion (Isaiah 5: 1-6). 

Verse 7. The dreuer of the vineyard 
is Christ to whom God announced his 
determination of destroying the na
tion, meaning he would disown It. 

Verse 8. Tbe Jews were given many 
opportunities to render acceptable ser
vice to God. They were given the as
sistance of prophets and other teach
ers of truth. 

Verse 9. When they proved unworthy 
of the favor of God, they were given 
over to the au t2lde forces who laid 
them even with the ground. This has 
reference to the overthrow of the na
tion by the Romans. 

Verse 10. The use of synagogues Is 
explained at Matthew 4: 23. 

Verse 11. Spirit of in}tnnity means 
the woman was bent over from weak· 
ness to such an extent that she could 
not stralgthen herself up. 

Verse 12. Her to him" Is not in the 
original text. The passage means Jesus 
called to her and told her that she 
was released from her infirmity. 

Verse 13. The woman was cured 
immediately as all mtraeulous cures 
were done. People who demand "plenty 
of time" for their so-called divine per
formances are frauds. 
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Verse 14., The J~ws ,pretended to be 
oft'ended at t.he desecration of the eab· 
bath. But note that the ruler did not 
have the talrness to ,attack Jesus dl· 
recto althougb be was the one who had 
done the work. but condemned the 
people. This was cowardly. for there 
was no evidence that they had come 
to 'be healed. 

Verse 15. Jesus bad respect for the 
sabbath and tor all otber Items in 
the law. But be knew that it was not 
reverence tor the day tbat prompted 
the ruler to criticize him, but a desire 
to have a pretext for condemning him. 
Because of this Jesus called him a 
hypocrite. He further exposed the in
sincerity of the critic, by reminding 
him of bls own practice of attending 
the care of bis beast even on the 
sabbath. 

Verse 16. Satan hath bound. The 
devil has, supernatural power when 
God Butters him to exert it. The reader 
should see the comments on this sub
ject at Exodus 8: 16-19, 10 volume 1 
at the Old Testament Commentary. 
Yet there is no evidence that the pres
ent case of Infirmity was a direct act 
ot Satan. Diseases are in the world 
because of the sin of Adam, and it was 
the devil wbo induced him and his 
wife to commit it and thus bring dis
ease and death into the world. 

Verse 17. The argument at Jesus 
was unanswerable, which caused bis 
critics to be asbamed. The people were 
truly gJad to see the atHlcted woman 
relieved. 

Verse 18. To be like or resemble a 
thing does not mean identical in 
every particular. That 1s why the pre
caution was otrered at Matthew 13: 3. 

-Verso 19. See the comments on Mat
thew 13: 32 for the present verse. 

'Verses, 20., ,21. , Leaven has been -mis
understood ' by -many rej\ders ' ot the 
Bible. The same parable is discussed 
at Matthew 13: 33. 

Verse 22. City and village are often 
used. interchangeably in the New Tes
tament. ·.When named together as In 
this place. tho , former is somewhat 
the larger. 

. .ve.t:'~ , 23 . . We are not told just -why 
this. -Jl.UeeU(!,D was asked Jesus. by the 
m~t.n in .the'. ~udlence._ It is: reasonable 
to conclud,e-.it. ws,s,. because at. the strict 
te.aching he had be_en doIng. 

·,Verse". 2:4. ' "To ·.enter -in all comes from 
one: Greek 'wQrd, and the , meaning' 1s 
"to· be -among' (lr of ..the number."That 
is, to be among the saved , ones, Since 

that is the -question asked of , Jesus. 
Strive is from AGONIZOHAI which 
Thayer defines, "To enter '8 contest; 
contend in the gymnastic games. To 
contend with adversar.ies, · tight To 
contend, struggle. with difficulties and 
dangers. To endeavor with strenuous 
zeal, strive." The word originated with 
the athletic 'Performances In which 
opposing persons engaged against each 
other. It is used by Jesus with refer
ence to the struggle for salvation, be
cause Satan and his followers are ar
rayed against the man who wlshes to 
serve the Lord. To enter tn Is the 
same as In the beginning of the verse, 
and means that many w1ll seek to be 
among the saved but wi1l not be able. 
There is no account of a case where 
sinners trIed to obey the commands 
of the aposUes or other evangelists of 
the Gospel, and found it impoSSible. 
Hence we must look fUrther for the 
date when this disappointment will 
befall human beings. 

Verse 25. This verse tells when the 
disa'Ppointment wUl come tbat was 
spoken of at the preceding verse. It 
wHl be when Jesus closes the door 
to salvation which will be at the judg
ment day. This 18 proved by the pas
sage at Matthew 25: 31-46. I know you 
not is explained at Matthew 25: 12. 

Verse 26. They thought J esus meant 
be would be Uterally unacquainted 
with them. hence they made the argu
ment about their 'Personal association 
with hlm. . 

Verse 27. I know lI~U not Is used In 
the same sense as in verse 25. 

Verses 28. 29. Abraham and the 
others named bad been dead for cen
turies, and the kingdom on earth had 
not been set up when Jesus said those 
words, hence we IIknow he meant the 
kingdom after the judgment: This 
paragraph is discussed at length at 
Matthew 8: 11, 12. . 

·Verse 30. Ftrs't and last ' are ex
plwned at Matthew 19: 30. . 

Verse 31. Tbe Pharisees "";ere' ene
mies of Jesus and wanted to get hini. 
out ot the community. They thought 
they could frighten him by a threat 
about Herod (Antipas). 

Verse 32. Jesus disregarded the In
sincerity of the warning, because. there 
was no doubt that Herod would be dis
posed to do the very thing the Pbar!. 
sees suggested. He therefore proposed 
sending· him a 'message to let _ him 
know that the 'g.ood'_ work being ,done 
would continue regardless of an'y 'sup.. 
posed-danger. Fox is used figuratively 
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and when so used is explained by 
Thayer to mean, "a s)y and cratty 
man:' 

Verse 33. Jesus announced that he 
had a three-day Journey to make soon 
in order to arrive at Jerusalem. And 
that was necessary because it was de· 
termtned by the Lord that be should 
die by violence (Acts 2 : 23) . yet the 
Jew8 could not lawfully condemn a 
man unt11 he bad been brought before 
the Sanhedrtn which was in that city. 
(See Josephus, Antiquities. Book 14, 
Chapter 9, Section 3.) 

Verses 34, 35. This is a fundamental 
statement and prediction. It occurs 
almost verbatim In Matthew 23 : 37·39, 
which Is commented upon quite fully 
at that place. 

LUKE 14 ' 
Verse 1. The Pharisees were ever on 

the alert to discover something in the 
work of Jesus for which to condemn 
him. Their most convenient pretext 
usually came on the sabbath day. 
Since Jesus was always busy, it was 
not unusual to see him performing 
some act ot kindness on that day. 

Verse 2. Sure enough, there was a 
man in the group who was a.fflicted 
with dropsy. That word is from HY' 
DROPS, meaning "water." It Is r elated 
to' the word trom which we get our 
English word "hydrant." 

Verse 3. Jesus answering. The text 
says nothing about whether the people 
said anything openly, but Jesus could 
read the thoughts ot men. and he 
knew they were thinking ot criti
Cizing him. He anticipated them by 
speaking on the very subject of their 
w1cked maUves. But he dId not put 
the question in the torm they wouJd 
have wished. He could have asked if 
it was lawful to do anything on the 
sabbath. but that form of question 
would have impI1ed its own answer 
which would have been negative. So 
he put it on the humane basis of heat
ing a. man on the sabbath day. 

Verse 4. The Pharisees were too 
wise to say that it would ever be 
wrong to heal an atfilcted person. and 
they were too prejudiced to say yes to 
the question of Jesus. He then prl? 
ceded to heal the man and release him 
cured. 

Verses 6, 6. Referring to their own 
practice, Jesus asked them another 
question which they coula not answer. 
It means they could not harmonize 
their practices with the criticism they 
made against Jesus In their bypo
critical hearts. 

Verses 7. 8. Chief rooms means the 
same as hidhest rooms, the expression 
used In this verse. More honorable 
m eans from a social standpoint, not in 
the sense of character. 

Verse 9. The host might wish to 
prefer the nwTe honorable in assigning 
a seat. It Would be humiliating to be 
directed to step down with the other 
guests looking on. 

Verse 10. A guest would be running 
no risk of embassBSsment to take a 
low place voluntarily. even should he 
be left there; Instead, be would stand 
a chance of being promoted. Warship 
in this place means "honor" according 
to the note at Matthew 2: 2. 

Verse 11. This verse states a prin
ciple that applies to human beings in 
general , whether In their relation to 
each other. or to that under the Lord 
and His treatment ot human servants. 
(See Esther 7 : 9, 10; Daniel 4: 37; 
James 4 : 10.) 

Verse 12. We recaU that Jesus spoke 
the prescnt group of parables while at 
the teast mentioned in verse 1. We 
know Jesus did not condemn showing 
hospitality to persons who were not 
actual cases for "charity," tor he was 
at that very Ume enjoying a meal 
given for the sake of sociability and 
friendship. Le8t a recompense be made 
denotes he should not restrict bls 
teasts to those wbo would be able to 
r epay him. 

Verse 13. The classes named could 
not "return the call," hence it a man 
offered them a teast. it could be for 
no selfish maUve as to temporal things. 

Verse 14. It Is right to do good to 
the unfortunate with a vIew ot reward 
after the resurrection. for that would 
mean one Is expecting his reward from 
the Lord. 

Verse 16. Jesus had just spoken of 
the futUre reward tor one giving a 
dinner to the poor. This fellow guest 
thought it was to be in the form of 
another meal in the kingdom of God. 
meaning a SPiritual feast in heaven. 
With such an idea in view. he pro
nounced a blessing on whomsoever 
would have that privilege. 

Verse 16. This group was evidently 
of the Jewish race since it was by In.
vitation of a chief Pharisee (verse -1) 
t hat the meal was being served. 
Knowing the attitude the Jews as a 
nation were-going to take toward the 
Gospel, Jesus saw the need for an im· 
portant lesson in Which a spiritual 
meal (the Gospel) would be served 
long before the one this guest had in 
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mind. and be spoke a parable in the 
form of a great supper. 

Verse 11. 7Vtem. that were Wdden 
means tbe Jews to whom the invita
tion wae first given. (See Matthew 
10: 5, 6; Acts 13: 46; Romans 1: 16.) 

Verse 18. In an illustration some 
items need to be told to make the 
story Intelltgtble, even though they 
are not literally applicable. Make 
excu.se 1s rendered "excuse themselves" 
in the Engl1shman's Greek New Testa
ment. Much speculation has been done 
over these "excuses," but we should 
see In them only a part of the parable 
that was intended to portray the un
favorable attitude of the Jews to the 
Gospel. 

Verse 19. It I cared to moralize on 
this Bubject, I would say this man was 
more interested in bis temporal prod
ucts than In the good things of'tered 
by the "certain man," 

Verse 20. Marriage is a divine In
stitution, but a man should not let 
love for his wife be greater than the 
things offered him by the Lord. 

Verse 21. The servant who was sent 
to can the invited guests was one of 
the preachers of Christ. He reported 
the cold reeeption he had been given 
by the onee originally invited. It made 
the master of the house angry. and he 
decided to extend the invitation to 
others who bad not been previously 
lavored. They would be Jews, but of 
the lower class, such as the "publicans 
and harlots" (Matthew 21: 31). 

Verse 22. There is room enough in 
the plan of salvation for the whole 
world, hence the servant told the mas
ter that yet there is room. 

Verse 23. Highways and. hedges 
means the regions of the Gentiles. 
Oompel means to use the force of 
truthful persuasion in bringing them 
into the bouse of the Master, which 
means the kingdom of heaven on earth. 

Verse 24. This is explained at verse 17. 
Verse 25. The crowds that walked 

after Jesus did not all bave the same 
motives (John 6: 26), and that called 
forth the teaching of several verses 
following. 

Verse 26. Hate Is from MISEO which 
Thayer defines at this place, "to love 
less, to postpone in love or esteem, to 
slight." It Is clear, therefore, that 
Jesus does not contradict other pas
sages that require us to love our 
parents. He means for us to love the 
Lord above all earthly beings. 

Verse 27. This Is explained at Mat
thew 10: 38; 16: 2'. 

Verse 28. The leBson of the parable, 
beginning with this verse, is that fol· 
lowing Christ should not be a matter 
of carelessness or Ught concern. Who
ever thinks of being a disciple of 
Jesus should realize It will cost him 
many sa.erlflces. 

Verses ·29, 30. In temporal matters 
a man usually manifests the good judg
ment expressed In the preceding verse. 
That Is not only because It Is good 
business, but to avoid the belittlIng 
remarks that might be made by the 
observers. They would criticize a man 
for starting something before he 
learned whether be would be able to 
finish It. 

Verse 31. This parable teaches the 
same lesson as the preceding one. A 
wise commander would not declare 
war against another until be had 
studied the comparative strength of 
the two armies and other military 
resources. 

Verse 32. Even after hostilities have 
started, if be reaJlzea that the outcome 
may be doubtful, be will not rashly 
proceed without first trying to make a 
settlement with the opposing forces. 

Verse 33. We need not speculate on 
all the details of the story. Jesus gives 
us bis own interpretation of the par
able by repeating wbat he had pre
viously taugbt, namely, that one who 
proposes to follow Him must sacrifice 
everything that would hinder. 

Verses 34, 35. This is commented 
upon at Matthew 5: 13. 

LUKE 15 
Verse 1. Publicana and sinners. See 

the notes on Matthew 9: 10; 21: 28. 
Verse 2. Pharisees and scribes, as 

well as the pubUeans and sinners; were 
all Jews but in dltterent classifications 
according to the soctal castes devised 
by the self·rightoou5 Jewish leaders. 
On the significance ot eating with 
others, see the quotation from the 
works of reference at Matthew 9: 11. 

Verse 3. This parable and the others 
in this chapter were occasioned by the 
complaint ot the Pharisees and scribes 
in verse 2. The reader should bear In 
mind as he studies these three par
ables, that the lesson pertains to the 
two classes ot Jews designated above, 
and not to the Jews and Gentiles. All 
have the same lesson, that of the 
Father's love for bis wayward or other
wise unfortunate creatures. It is the 
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same subject as tbat shown by the 
physician and the sick in Matthew 9: 
12. However, since the stories needed 
to be told to make the point of appl1· 
cation clear. I shall comment upon the 
verses in their order. 

Verse 4. The 99 sheep. like the 
Pharisees and scribes (according to 
their pretentions). were not needing 
any special attention because they were 
within the care of the shepherd. The 
one that was 108t (as the Pharisees 
considered the publicans and sinners). 
was the ODe that needed and received 
the attention of the shepherd. 

Verse 5. Layeth it on 'his shoulders 
indicates a tender regard for the wan· 
dering sheep. also a wUUngncss to 
help It get back to the flock. 

Verse 6. It Is natural for Doe to 
wish otbers to share with him In the 
event of good fortune. Paul tells CbI'is
tians to "rejoice wJth them that do 
rejoice" (Romana 12: 15). 

Verse 7. Joy does not mean love or 
esteem. God and the angels wtll al
ways love the righteouB with a divine 
affection. Joy denotes a spirit ot ac
tive gratitude for some satisfactory 
event or truth, such as the recovery 
ot an article of value that was lost. 

Verses 8-10. Substitute a lost sheep 
tor the piece at sUver, and this par
able is identical in thought with the 
preceding one. 

Verse 11. The remainder of this 
chapter, beginning with this verse, was 
spoken for the same purpose 88 the 
two preceding parables, and "none of 
the details were intended to teach any 
speCial lesson besides. Yet it will be 
necessary to consider the parts of the 
story, especially since so much specu
lative use has been made ot it. It is 
eommonly called "the parable ot the 
prodigal son," but It is not so named 
in the text. The word "prodigal" 
means extravagant or wasteful, and 
that characteristic is given to this 
younger son tn verse 13. 

Verse 12. The younger Bon did not 
want to watt until the usual time for 
settling up of the estate of his father, 
for he did not intend to remain at 
home that long. 

Verse ta. True to the indicated 
plans, the son left home with all of 
his part of the estate. Riotous is from 
ABOTOS and this 18 the only place In 
the New " Testament where the word 
occurs. Thayer defines tt, "dissolutely, 
profligately," which has the same 
mea.nlnl aa "wastefully." 

VerBe 14. The lamlne came Joat 
atter he had spent all his money. 

Verse 15. Employment became scarce 
as it commonly does in hard times. 
This young man accepted a very 
humble job, that of a swineherd. 

Verse 16. His wages evidently proved 
insufficient tor he became hungry in 
spite of his job. Husks is described 
by both Thayer and Smith's Bible Drc
tionary as the podded fruit of a locust 
tree. They also say this product was 
used for fattening swine, and for food 
among the poor people. This "prodigal 
son" was so hungry he would gladly 
have supplemented his own scanty 
diet with this article, but due to the 
famine it was denIed him because the 
owner reserved it for his swine. 

Verse 17. Came to himself is ren
dered "came to his senses" in Moffatt's 
translation. The meaning is that he 
was made to realize his true condi
tion. He recalled tbat even the ser
vants at home had plenty of the good 
thIngs of life. 

Verse 18. He knew be could not 
justly request more of his father's es
tate for he had already received his 
full share. He would have to return 
and throw himself upon the mercy of 
hts father. Binned against heaven.. 
When anyone does wrong, the sIn is 
an ottense agatnst the Lord regardless 
of who may be affected among men. 

Verse 19. This is an expression of 
one who realizes his unworthiness of 
favors. 

Verse 20. The father observed bls 
son at a great distance before he ar
rived at the home and ran to meet 
him. This detail truly represents God's 
attitude toward sinners. He is alwaY8 
casting a loving glance toward them. 
Fell on. his neck Is an expression that 
denotes affectionate feellngs for an
otber, instead of the forma] kiss upon 
the mouth merely as a ealutation that 
was the custom in old times. 

Verse 21. This act of altection en
couraged the repentant son to go on 
with the confession be had. decided 
upon when he came to !himself. 

Verse 22. The father did not assign 
him to the low position he 80 humbly 
suggested. Penitence brings forth lor
giveness instead of strict justice from 
the attended parent. The robe and 
otber articles to be worn would not 
satisfy the hunger of the famished 
son, but it Indicated the fullne88 of 
the father's forgiveness. The hunger 
will be cared tor in another way. 
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Verse 23. It was usual tor families 
to keep a fattened animal in readi
ness for any occasion of a teast that 
might arise. and the arrival of the 
"lost" Bon furnished one." 

Verse 24. These words may have 
been used figuratively only. and yet 
this son bad been dead to his father's 
home, since death means "separation," 

Verse 25. The elder 80n represents 
the Pharisees and Bcrtbes in verse 2. 
and their envious attitude toward the 
younger son wbo represents the pub
licans and sinners of the Bame verse. 
As the elder son was coming in from 
bis work he beard the mu,sic and. 
dancing. Some have tried to see a 
significance In the mention of dancing. 
It has no moral application in the 
least since that is not the Bubject of 
the parable. It is put into the story 
only because It indicates the condition 
of joy being felt In the household. 

Verse 26. When the elder son went 
to work, the return of the "prodigal" 
had not occurred, hence he did not 
understand the cause of the merriment. 

Verses 27, 28. This elder Bon (the 
Pharisees and scribes) began to pout 
and refused to go into the house. That 
was not because he objected ' to the 
things being done as though they were 
wrong, but because ' ot his jealousy 
against his brother. Ordinary human 
nature would have prompted the father 
to be "independent" and just ignore 
his soo's aellOD. But since this father 
represents the Father of merCies, the 
parable shows him manifesting bis 
love tor the. son by making a move 
toward pacitying him. 

Verses 29, 30. The elder son had no 
just ground of complaint. His brother 
had done wrong, but it was against his 
father and God only. This son was not 
being deprived of anything that was 
due hi~ 80 his attitude could be ex· 
plained only on the basis of jealousy. 
He made two comparisons in his pro· 
test; they were between the conduct 
of himself and that of his brother, and 
between what hls rather had done for 
each son. He had always been at home 
and faithful, while his brother had 
been away living a Ute Uke that ot a 
spendthrift. Also, his father had never 
as much as given him a kid (a rather 
inferior animal), but had given this 
wasteful son the choice of food ani
mals. 

Verse 31. The favors being shown 
the returned son dld not deprive the 
elder one of a single possession, hence 

bis objections were ' the result of bie 
jealousy only. 

Verse 32. It was meet or fitting tor 
the fatber and hie housebold to be 
glad. But it was not on the ground of 
the worthiness of tbe younger SOD for 
he had no juet claIm to the favors 
being accorded him. Tbe reason as
signed by the father was that a SOD 
that was lost bad been found. Like
wise, the . Father in heaven is con· 
cerned about the spiritual safety of the 
lowest of human beings and (8 always 
ready to receive them as soon as they 
repent. 

LUKE 16 
Verse 1. Tbe first seven verses ot 

this chapter constitute another par~ 
able. Like others, it has a specific 
point in view, which Is to show the 
importance of using present opportuni
ties to prepare for the futUre. Keep.. 
ing this in mind, let us consider the 
detaUs of the story. The rich. man in 
the parable represents God, and the 
8teward means human beings to whom 
God has entrusted the use of talents 
and good things of Ufe. 

Verse 2. Give an account stands for 
the warning that all mankind will 
have to gtve an account ot personBl 
conduct to 'God (Romans 14: 12). 

Verse 3. The anxiety of the steward 
about how he could meet the account· 
tng, representa the concern that men 
should feel over the coming jud~ent 
before God and Christ 

Verse 4. The pronoun thev tn the 
application of the parable, refers to 
God and Christ as we shall see farther 
down in the chapter. 

Verse 6. The steward sllU had 
charge of his lord's goods and the ac· 
counting of them, and he decided to 
manage the bookkeeping in a way to 
be an advantage to himself. 

Verse 6. Upon payment of halt the 
debt, this man was given full credit 
as If he ha.d paid oU bis enUre In· 
debtedness. 

Verse 7. This man's b1l1 was marked 
"paid in lUll" upon his producing. 80 
per cent of the real account. The way 
the steward handled these accounts 
was wrong, but that was not the sub
ject that Jesus had in mind when he 
spoke this parable as we shall see at 
the next verse. 

Verse 8. The _Lord (Jesus) did not 
commend the steward for his unjust· 
ness, but because be had done wi8elV. 
And that wisdom waa shOwn by using 
his ' present opportunities to prepare 
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agalllBt tutar..needs. By favoring 
these debtors in this way. the steward 
won tbetr good will; and when be was 
finally thrown o.ut of a job and home, 
they would gratefully gIve him a place 
in their houses. Children of this world 
are toiler means the people of the 
world generally manifest more good 
judgment than professed Christians in 
many CRSes. 

Verse 9. In this verse Jesus makes 
his application of the parable. The 
:frle'nd' are God and Christ. and mam
mon 01 unriohteou,ness means the 
talents and opportunities bestowed up
on men In tbis Ute. The exhortation is 
for U8 to make 8uch use of these 
things that we wUl gatn tbe faVOr of 
these friends by being friends to them 
ourselves. (See John 15: 14.) Then 
when we fail, which will be when the 
earth and all things therein pass 
away, we will be invited to enter into 
the mansions that are In the Father's 
house (John 14: 1-3) _ 

Verse 10. We w1ll not be judged by 
the amoun.t of good we can do, but by 
whether we are faithful tn doing what 
is w1thin our power and opportunity. 

Verse 1L Unriuhteott' m a m m 0 n 
means the temporal things of tMs Ufe. 
If we have misused these things. we 
will not be regarded as worthy of 
those in the next life. 

Verse 12. It a man Is careless in 
handItng the goods of anotber, he 
would be still more unappreciative ot 
his own, and would feel free to do as 
he pleased with them. 

Verse 13. See the comments on Mat
thew 6: 24. 

Verse 14. The Pharisees had not 
been named In the preceding parable, 
yet they applied it to themselves and 
hence they derided (sneered.> him. 
They could not make any just reply-to 
the teaching of Christ without expos
ing their ,own covetous ' heart, there
fore they only made fun of bim. 

Veree ,15. To jUlltifJ/ means to de
clare or make it appear that one Is 
Just-The PharlBee. did thl. and de
ceived the pubUc Into thinking they 
werebenevol'ent men by their apparent 
deed. olktndl)~._ But the.e tblngs 
that men admired (bt!cauae they d1d 
not know the motive back- of them), 
God regarded as abominable, knowing 
the,ir hearts. 

Verse 16. , Law and , prophets un-til 
John. 'After the last prophet (Malaobi) 
laid down his-pen, the world heard rio 
more · revelation· from Oed ·untn· John 
broke the silence by his preaching In 

the wllderness. Since then the king
dom of bea ven was preached, but that 
does not say it was set up by 'him. 
Every man presseth into it. The king
dom of God exIsted in preparation be
fore it was In existence in fact. (See 
Matthew 11: 12.) Presseth. in-to it 
means those who accepted the preach
ing of John did so under the pressure 
of conscience, and in spite of opposi
tion. 

Verse 17. The reference to heaven 
and earth Is for comparison, to Indi
cate the permanence of the law until 
It had accompUshed its purpose under 
God. 

Verse 18. This Is discussed in detaIl 
at Matthew 19: 9. 

Verse 19. I do not deny this story 
being a parable on the ground that It 
says a certain rich man. The word 
certain Is used elsewhere where we 
know a parable is being spoken (cbap
ter 20: 9). A :parable requires a com
parison whUe there is none in this 
case, not even any words that neces
sarily have to be taken figuratively. 
Furthermore, there are SO many facts 
of a circumstantial nature tbat it 
shows Jesus had some particular case 
in mind. It was a Uteral fact that rich 
men Uved in such luxuries as are de
scribed of thts one. 

Verse 20. Bores Is from a Greek 
word that is defined "ulcers" in the 
lexicon. Lazarus was a1IUcted so badly 
he had to be c,arried to be laid at the 
gate of' the rich man. He was placed 
there as an object of charity, even as 
beggars today seek a prominent place 
on the streets where they can be seen 
by the pUblic. . 

Verse 21. In addition to -what he 
might receive trom the crowds that 
would be pa88ing in· and out of the 
gate of such an estate, he might be 
given the crumbs or scraps taken u:p 
from the table of this rich maG. The 
doga licked hi, sorBS. That was no dis
comfort to the a.:tlUcted man, but the 
fact indicates his helple&8 condition. 
There was no one to treat and bind 
up the sores, but they were left to run 
openly, else the dogs would not h\l.ve 
cared for it. 

Verse 22. Abraham.', bosom. In old 
Urnes people recHned whUe eating, at 
tables only ·R. few inches higher than 
the floor. Tho dlner~ would' He o.n 
their sides and rest the head on one 
hand while serving 'diemselves with 
the other~ They lay -at a 4:&-degree 
angle with the table,whlch placed the 
head of one person virtually in the 
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bosom of the one behind him. and in 
very intimate cases the two would be 
very near each other. (See John 13: 
23.) Since the situa.tion of Lazarus on 
earth pertained to food, it was fitting 
to revresent him as lying in the bosom 
of Abraham, where he could partake 
with blm of the-good spiritual things 
in Paradise. NothIng is said of what 
disposition was made of the body of 
Lazarus., but the rich man was buried, 
which is to r emind us that his body 
remaIned on the earth after his spirit 
was placed in Hades. 

Verse 23. We have just read tha.t 
the rich mao was buried after h is 
death. People aTe buried in the earth 
only. hence tbis man bad something 
in bis being besides bis body that w ent 
elsewhere, and that could feel the 
sting of torments. For information 
about hell, see the note at Matthew 6 : 
30. Abraham'B bosom 1s explained tn 
the preceding verse, and afar 01/ will 
be considered at verso 26. 

Verse 24. Fafher Abraham was said 
because he was a descendant of tha t 
patriarch. The rich man's brothers 
had Moses and the prophets (verse 
291. which were given to the Jews 
only, hence we know he was of that 
race. Objectors criticize this verse on 
the ground that the rich man's body 
was buried. on the earth, therefore he 
had no tong'ue to be tormented. The 
objection shows the utter lack of con
sidering the subject fairly. The only 
part of a human being that has any 
feeling Is the inner man. While body 
and soul are united, the latter exer
cises ttself through the former as a 
vehicle only, for the body Itself has no 
feeling. It it did have, a dead man, or 
one under an anesthetic would flinch 
trom patn caused by contact with any 
disagreeable object. Therefore. when 
the inner man is freed from the in
cumbrance of the flesh. it will still 
maintain its ability to experience 
feelinp. 

Verse 25. Abraham addressed the 
rich man as son on the same basts as 
the latter called Abraham hts father, 
as • was explained at the preceding 
verse. Abraham told the rich man to 
rlnJi.em.ber some things that he had ex
perienced while Uvlng on the earth. 
This indicates that persons in Hades 
or the intermediate state, wtll be able 
to recall their eXPeriences which they 
had. OD the earth. Whether the same 
will apply when they enter the eternal 
state atter the judgment, is not re
vealed tn the Scriptures. 

Verse 26. Gull is from CHASMA, 
which Thayer defines, "A gaping open
ing, a chasm, guU." He then explains 
the deftnitton to mean, "Equivalent to 
a great interva1." Since this gulf is 
impassable, it separates the objects on 
each side virtually as much as If they 
were a great distance apart. This ex
plains the phrase alar 01/ in verse 23. 
Another truth that is taught here, is 
that no cbange can be made In the 
spi r itual classification or human be
ings after death; this agrees with 
Revelation 22: 11. 

Verses 21, 28. There is nothing said 
about what the ftve brothers were to 
do as to their manner of ute. Lazarus 
was to be asked to testify. which means 
to bear witness as to the kind of place 
in which their dead brother was being 
tormented, to the end they might 80 
live that-they would avoid it. The rich 
man took for granted his brothers 
would know what changes they would 
have to make in their lives; also, that 
it they heard trom one who had seen 
the fate of their brother, they would 
take warning and make the necessary 
r eformation. 

Verse 29. The brothers had the law 
of Moses which would lead them in 
the right way of life, if they would 
hear (heed) its teaching. 

Verse 30. The object the rich man 
thought of accomplishing was the re
pentance ot his brethren. The evi
dence shows that here was a family 
ot the prosperous ranks of society, 
abusing their wealth and being uncon
cerned about the les8 fo r tunate ones. 

Verse- 31. Neither 'Will they be per
suaded. Again there is nothing said 
about being convinced of tacts already 
taught in the Scriptures, but that the 
brothers might be induced to do what 
they knew was their duty. Rose from 
the dead. The rich man understood. 
that in going back from Had~8 to the 
earth, one would need to be raised 
from the dead, and Abraham endorsed 
that idea by repeating it without any 
correction. This all proves that no 
communication ever takes place be
tween men on earth and the spirits 
in the unseen world, hence the theory 
of spiritualism is a fraud. Even those 
who have been permitted to rise 'from 
the dead never said anything about 
information gained whtle dead. God 
expects men to be convinced by the 
testimony furnished them by Hving 
persons; that was verified by the mir
acles performed before their eyes. 
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LUKE 17 
Verse 1. Impossible Is tram ANEN

DERTOS which occurs in no other place 
in the Greek New Testament. How
ever, the same thought is expressed in 
Matthew 18: 7. (See the comments at 
that place.) There is nothing that God 
cannot do as tar as power or strength 
is concerned. But He would need to be 
continuously pertorming miracles If 
aU otJenses (causes ot stumbling) 
could be avoided, and that would pre
vent man tram developing the kind of 
characters fit tor the ktngdom at 
heaven. Because at thIs. the Greek 
word should be rendered "Inadmis
sible," which is one word tn Thayer's 
definition. 

Verse 2. The foregoing paragraph 
does not excuse any particular man 
who causes another to stumble. Being 
drowned will not exempt a guilty man 
from the punishment that wtll other
wise be due him after the judgment. 
The statement is used only as a con
trast, to give an idea of the severity 
of that punisQ,ment. Little chUdren, 
in the ordinary sense of that word, 
are not responsible and hence cannot 
stumble over wrong doing. Therefore 
the little oneB are those described at 
Matthew 18: 5, 10. 

Verse 3. This verse corresponds in 
thought with Matthew 18: 15. 

Verse 4. This verse means the same 
as Matthew 18: 21, 22. 

Verse 5. From the strictness of the 
law that Jesus just gave the apostles, 
tbey realized it would require a strong 
faith to comply with It, and hence 
made this request. 

Verse 6. This verse is explained at 
Matthew 17: 20. 

Verse 7. The question Jesus asked 
was an introduction to an tmportant 
lesson. 

Verse 8. The question in the pre
ceding verse implied a negaUve an
swer; this verse states the positive 
answer. 

Verse 9. The servant would not even 
expect to be thanked tor what he bad 
done. knowing it was In Hne with hIs 
regular duty. Trow is an obsolete word 
for "think." 

Verse 10. Unprofitable, e r 1J ant s 
means they did nothing beyond their 
duty. To be profitable, ODe must con· 
tribute more to another than he re
ceives from him. That could not be 
done by any human being tn render
ing service to an infinite God. 

Verse 11. GaUlee and Samaria were 
between where Jesus was and Jeru
salem. The sIgnificance ot Samaria 
w1l1 be brought out at verse 16. 

Verse 12. Which stood a.far Off Is 
explaIned at Matthew 8: 2. 

Verse 13. Since they were standing 
ott at the proper distance, the lepers 
had to raJse their voices In order (as 
they thought) for Jesus to recognize 
their cry for mercy. 

Verse 14. Show yourselve8 to the 
priest8. This was in accordance with 
a law of Moses. and it is commented 
upon at Matthew 8: 4. 

Verse 15. One ot the lepers. aU of 
whom were healed, showed his graU
tude by returning to Jesus and attrib
uting to the Lord the credit tor his re
covery. 

Verse 16. In eastern countries, to 
fall at the feet ot another was an ex~ 
pression ot humility and respect. He 
was a Samaritan is a significant 
phrase. The Jews had a disUke for the 
Samaritans, and thought they were 
about incapable of performing any· 
thing ot importance. The mere men
tion ot this man's national1ty, in con
nection with his exceptional conduct 
ot gratitude, was intended as a rebuke 
for the Jews. 

Verses 17. 18. Jesus then called this 
lone thankful one of the group a 
stranger because he was from an "out
side" nation, that being the meaning 
ot the word stranger. 

Verse 19. Made thee whole included 
his spi ri tual salvation. The ten were 
all healed, but this blessing was not 
pronounced upon the nine. 

Verse 20. The Pharisees thought 
Jesus was going to -set up a kingdom 
like those of the world, and they were 
curIous to see the Signs ot its approach. 
Observation is rendered "outward 
show" In the margin, which III COrrect. 

Verse 21. It not being a kingdom 
with Uteral boundaries and material 
symboill. it would not be possible for 
any man to point to such evidences. 
18 within Jlou. This phrase bas been 
perverted by those who maintatn that 
the kingdom was set up In tbe life
Ume ot Christ, because the present 
tense (1.8) was used by Jesue. The 
kingdom as a government In fact was 
not buUt then. but one phase of the 
word did exist as Jesus was speaking. 
(See the long note at Matthew 3: 2.) 
The heart at man is the territory at 
the king from heaven, and that terri
tory was and sUll Is within or on the 
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inside of human beings. Just when 
that territory was fully taken over by 
the ki'Iig is another question. That 
fact took place on the day of Pente· 
cost. recorded in Acts 2. 

Verse 22. From thts verse through 
the end of the chapter the subject 
matter corresponds with Matthew 24, 
except It Is much more brief. It will 
be well for the reader to examine that 
chap"ter with the comments, before go~ 
lug further in the present place. Like 
the chapter in Matthew, this one con· 
siders the destruction ot Jerusalem 
and the second coming of .Christ as 
two separate events, and be warns his 
disciples not to get the two mixed. 
During the siege of Jerusalem the dis-. 
tresses were to be 80 great that the 
disciples would long for the days when 
Jesus was with them. Tbat Is what Is 
meant by one Of Me d.a1l8 01 the 80n 
ot man which they would remember 
and long tor. 

Verse 23. Some would take advan
tage of the disturbances to declare ' it 
to be the approach ot Christ in his 
second coming. 

Verse 24. The comparison between 
lightning and the second coming of 
Christ is commented upon quite fully 
at Matthew 24: 27. 

Verse 25. The preceding verse pre
dicts the second coming of Christ, an 
event many centuries tn the future 
when Jesus was here. Like it Is In 
Matthew's account, Jesus alternates 
between the two periods. In the pres
ent verse be'drops back from the sec
ond coming to predict another im
portant fact to occur first (or before 
the second coming), which was his 
own personal sufre,,:ingB. That experi. 
ence was to end in his crUcifixion and 
deatb, all of which would be a factor 
in the distress referred to above. (See 
Matthew 27: 25. w"ith the comments.) 

Verses 26, 27. These verses are iden
tical In meaning with Matthew 24: 
37,38. 

Verse 28. The remarks about what 
the people were doing' In the days of 
Lot. receive the same comments that 
are cited from the preced tng verses. 

Verse 29. From this verse through 
32, the Lord is speaking of the de
struction ·of Jerusalem. He is making 
the point that. when the evidences of 
that event are apparent. the disciples 
s,hould lose no time in "fleeing to the 
mountains" (Matthew 24: 16), because 
there would not be 'much more time 
for escape. As an argument on that 
pOint, he states that the raining of 

fire on Sodom came the same daV that 
Lot escaped trom the city. 

Verse 30. 80110 01 man is revealed 
means when Jesus will be represented 
by the fulHIIment of hls predictions 
against the wicked city or Jerusalem. 

Verse 31. In that <tall'. etc .• means 
the day of the destrUction of Jeru
salem. 

Verse 32. The preceding verse closes 
wlth the words not return baCk, and 
the present one recalls the fate of 
Lot's wife because . she was too much 
interested in the City from which she 
had Just escaped. Likewise, when the 
dlftciples see the destrUction ot Jeru
salem is virtually at hand, they should 
fiee without delay, lest a fate overtake 
them as serious as that of Lot's wife; 
not lust llke It, but 88 bad. 

Verse 33. The Saviour here has In 
mind the spiritual preparation for the 
second great event, so that It may not 
flnd a man among those that w1ll be 
lett. The two kinds of lile are ex
plained at Matthew 10: 39. 

Verses 34-36. For the maanin&: of 
this paragraph, especially on the words 
talcen and lelt. see the comments at 
Matthew 24: 40. 4.1. 

Verse 37. J eellS comes back to the 
destruction of Jerusalem. The signifi
cance of the eagles in connection with 
the event 15 explained at Matthew 
24: 28. 

LUKE 18 
Verse 1. The phrase to thi8 end. is 

in italics. but the thought is justified 
by the Greek text. Always and not to 
faint means to be always a praying 
diSCiple. and not hesitate or falter just 
because one's prayer is not answered 
88 soon as expected. Since the In
spired writer tells us this parable was 
spoken for this llurpose, we should not 
make comparisons' of any other parts 
of it; they were spoken only to con
nect the story. 

Verse 2. The character ot this Judge 
was revealed to show why the prayers 
made to him had to be persistent. 

Verse 3. The justness ot this widow's 
complaint was not Questioned. 

Verses ~, 5. The judge was not 
prompted by any regard for any belng, 
human or divine. but because he did 
not want to be troubled by the wldow's 
persistence. 

Verse 6. The strength of this verse 
will be better reallzed by emphasizing 
u.njust. Even that kind of a judge 
was finally moved to action because 
the widow inslste~. 
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Vel1le 7. Tbe just Judge will cer· 
talnly be moved to regard the . prayers 
of His children In the proper Ume, it 
their faith does not weaken and tbey 
continue to pray. 

Verse 8. ShaU he find faith on the 
earth.r We must not interpret one pas
sage in such a way that it will contra
diet others. It Is clearly taught in the 
New Testament tbat the church with 
Its faithful members wtll be here when 
Jesus comes. (See Matthew 24: 40. 41; 
1 Corinthians 16: 24, 61; 1 Thessa
lonians 4: 15, 17. ) Therefore the ques
tion of Jesus should be understood as 
a kind o'! warning, stirring up his 
hearers to beware lest their individual 
faith should faU them. 

Verse 9. Trusted in themselves de
notes they considered themselves 
rigAteau! on the ground of the great 
display they were making of their 
deeds. On the same principle they 
would despise (beUttle) otbers who 
couJd not boast of sucb actions, 

Verse 10. It was perfectly in order 
tor both Pharisees and pubHcans to 
pray. and to go into the temple tor 
the purpose ot prayer (Isatah 56: 7; 
Matthew 21: 13). 

Verses 11. 12. Thts paragraph con· 
talns the prayer of the Pharisee. Even 
it all of biB claims were true, his 
prayer would have been objectionable 
because it did not Include a single re
quest; only a boastful statement of 
his deeds. 

Verse 13. There were generally many 
people in the temple at "the hour of 
prayer" (Acts a: 1). The publican 
modestly stood away trom the crowd, 
feeling that his presence might be ob· 
jectlonable to them, due to the com· 
mon opinion of that class, He made 
no claim of goodness, but instead, he 
classed himself with stnners and 
prayed for mercy, 

Verse 14. Rather is printed In italics 
in the King James Version, but the 
American Standard Version and Mof
fatt's translation both use the regular 
type. That is evidently correct accord· 
ing to the reasoning of Jesus, He fol· 
lows his statement about who was jus
tified, with the declaration that he 
that hum-1Heth him.self shan be exalted. 
If the pubHcan was not justified, then 
no one in the verae was exalted. 

Verses 15-17, This paragraph is ex· 
plalned at Matthew 19: 13, 14. 

Verses 18·27, ThIs group of verses 
is almost identical with Mattbew 19: 
16-26. To conserve space, let the reader 

examine those verses and the com
ments, 

Verse 28, This is commented upon 
at Matthew 19: 27. 

Verses 29, 30. See the comments on 
Matthew 19: 28, 29. 

Verse 31. The prophetic writings 
referred to are in Psalms 22 and' 
Isaiah 53. 

Verse 32. Spitting on one was to 
show the greatest of contempt. 

Verse 33. It was customary to 
scourge all prisoncre before executing 
them or otherwise disposing of them. 
The victim was stripped of all his 
clothing and a thong of leather was 
lashed across his back. 

Verse 34. The apostles were b8lflled 
over these predictions about the death 
ot Jesus, That was because they had 
a temporal kingdom in mind, and that 
would require the king to live and be 
present upon his throne. 

Verse 35, Being blind, tbis man was 
depending upon alms for a living. 

Verse 36. This wayside was a com· 
mon place for people to travel, else 
the bUnd man would not have been 
occupying such a place to be seen by 
the people. ABke<t what it meant jndl· 
cates that Bome unusual commotion 
was going on. . 

Verse 37. The fame of Jesus was fre
quently connected with his humble 
home life. It was surprising that the 
product of such a community could 
perform the deeds attributed to him. 
(See Jobn 1: 46.) 

Verse 38. The people told the blind 
man it was "Jesus of ·Nazareth" who 
was passing by. while be called him 
the son of David, This shows that at 
least some persons understood the 
Scriptures, that a descendant of DavId 
was to be called a Nazarene. (See the 
notes at Matthew 2: 23. ) 

Verse 39. As to why they rebuked 
him, see the notes at Matthew 20: 31. 

Verse (0. It would have been a hard
ship for the bUnd man to get into the 
immediate presence of Jesus unaided, 
therefore the people were commanded 
to lead him. to the spot. 

Verse 41. A large gift of money or 
some · regular Income would have re
lieved. the bUnd man of his financial 
worries. But instead of requesting 
such a favor, he asked for the restora
tion of his sight, which would enable 
him to care for himself afterwards. 

Verse 42. Saved Is from BOZO, which 
Thayer defines at this place, "To make 
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well, hea1, restore to hea1th,.. This 
favor was given the bUnd" man because 
he believed in Jesus. 

Verse 43. The recovery from blind
ness was immediate. which was always 
the case with miraculous healing. 

LUKE 19 
Verse 1. A traveler would come to 

JerIcho Boon atter crossing the Jordan 
from the east side; it was not far from' 
Jerusalem (verse 11). J eellS passed 
through the city on his way to the 
capital where he was soon to close bis 
earthly career. 

Verse 2. The publicans bad access 
to the money of the people, and by 
reason of that fact they could increase 
their own possessions. This prominent 
group of citizens is described at Mat
thew 9: 10. 

Verse 3. The pre,s means the crowd. 
which was 80 great that Zacchaeus 
could not see Jesus, be being little of 
stature, which meaDS he was not very 
tall. 

Verse 4. Zacchaeus knew the usual 
path of travel, hence he found a tree 
along the route and climbed up into it. 
The sycamore tree was planted by 
waysides because it bad wide-spread
Ing branches which afl'orded a good 
shade. 

Verse 5. Since Zacchaeus was a Jew 
(Verse 9). he was a proper subject to 
be commanded. by Jesus, for He was 
sent to "the lost sbeep of the house of 
Israel" (Matthew 15: 24). 

Verse 6. ReceiVed him joyfully. 
Zaccbaeus evidently was surprised 
(and honored) to be called upon to 
entertain the great Teacher, knowing 
the general estimate that was placed 
on publicans as a class. 

Verse 7. The thing that happened 
was usual under such circumstances. 
The people murmured (among them· 
selves after Jesus had gone with Zac.
cbaeus) because Jesus went to be a 
guest of one whom they classed as a 
sinner. That was because he was a 
publican, most of whom were justly 
charged with taking unlawful amounts 
of taxes from the people. 

Verse 8. The speech in this verse 
was made after reaching the home ot 
Zacchaeus. fOf in hts response (next 
verse) Jesus refers to this house. This 
belps us to understand the phrase 
Zacchaeus stood, the second word at 
whIch is defined by Thayer, "To place 
one's self. to stand." He evidently took 
a poSition where all that were in the 

bouse could see and hear him as he 
made his promises to the Lord. It is 
significant that be was to give half of 
wbat he bad to the poor first. and then 
reimbUrse any who were wronged 
after the divJsion. That adjustment 
would hence be made out ot his half 
of the original stock. False accusa
tion means, "To exact money wrong
fully; to extort from. defraud." Such 
a practice was commonly done by the 
publ1cans. As this agreement was made 
in the hearing of the grouP. any man 
who had a complaint was given oppor· 
tunIty to state it. 

Verse 9. Salvation. 'Ii co'me to this 
house. Not that every member ot the 
household was saved, for Zaechaeus 
was the only one who repented; It 
means that salvation had come to a 
member of that household. ..4. son of 
..4.brah.am entitled him to salvation on 
the basis of the statement ot Jesus to 
the woman (Matthew 15: 24). 

Veree 10. This verse states a truth 
that will apply generally. 

Verse 11. People are inclined to go 
to extremes with their conclusions. 
Jesus had frequently told them that 
the kingdom of heaven was at hand. 
They concluded, theretore, that it was 
just upon them. especially because He 
was beaded toward Jerusalem and was 
even then very near the city. Imme
diately Is from PARACHREMA, and 
Thayer defines it, "On the spot; im· 
medIately, forthwith, instantly." 

Vefse 12. The inspired writer tells 
us wby Jesus spoke this parable. that 
it was because the people thougbt the 
kingdom was to be set up as BOOn as 
Jesus reached Jerusalem. Were that 
to be done. virtually alt. of the pre
liminary details showing true devo
tion to the King would be over. That 
would be possible only under a worldly 
kingdom like what they expected. Jesus 
considered it necessary, therefore, to 
give this parable that would show it 
was to be a spiritual kingdom. and 
that its citizens would be placed under 
strict responsibility. Tbe nobleman. is 
Jesus, and the far country is Heaven. 
If he must go to that far country In 
order to receive a kingdom, it follows 
that he would not set it up in a few 
days, or as soon as he arrived at 
Jerusalem. 

Verse 13. The specUle lesson tn· 
tended by thIs parable i8 the same as 
that ot the talents in Matthew 25. 
namely, individual responsibility. The 
details of the story should not be 
strained into any other meaning. When 
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Jesus or his apostles select any par
ticular Bubject for the purpose of illus
tration. they will give the details in 
order to make the main point stand 
out. but no other use should be, made 
of 8uch items. However, the items 
that are properly related to the prin
cipal Bubject under consideration will 
be explained accordingly. The P01tnds 
corresponds with tbe "lalents" jn Mat
thew 25, and occupy tiU 1 C()tne is tbe 
same as developing one's talents. 

Verse 14. This verBe applies to peo
ple in the kingdom who deny the au
thority of King Jesus. Such persons 
w1l1 not make the proper use of their 
opportunities. 

Verse 15. This verse reters to the 
day ot judgment, when all mankind 
wlll be held to - account for the way 
they have lived and used tbelr talents. 

Verses 16, 17. This corresponds with 
Matthew 25: 20. 21. In that place the 
faithful are told to "enter into the 
joy of their Lord." In our present pas
sage it 1s expressed by having author
ity over ten cities. but tbe meaning is 
the same. 

Verses 18. 19. This Is equivalent to 
the man with two talen ts and the re
ward Is to be based on the same prin
ciple. namely, faithfulness. 

Verse 20. This man Is in the same 
claSs as the one who burled his lord's 
talent, and be wlU be condemned for 
his unfaithfulness. (See Matthew 25: 
24-28.) • 

Verses 21-26. The paragraph pre
ceding this somewhat overlaps it. but 
it w11l be well to consider the present 
paragraph in connection with Matthew 
26: 26-26. 

Verse 27. This corresponds with 
Matthew 25: 30. 

Verse 28. lVent before. He took the 
lead in journeying toward Jerusalem. 

Verses 29-35. See the notes on Mat
thew 21: 1·7. 

Verse 36. This is explained at Mat
thew 21: 8. 

Verses 37, 38. See Matthew 21: 9-11. 
Verse 39. Evidently these Pharisees 

were envious of Jesus because he was 
receiving so much honor from the 
disciples. Their suggestion that He 
rebuke his disciples was on the pre
tense that it was an unnecessary dis
turbance, but in reallty it was because 
of their envy. (See Matthew 21: 
IS, 16.) 

Verse 40. The reference to the stones 
Is figurative, to illustrate the worthi
ness at Jesus to be thus honored. John 

told the Jews that God was able to 
make the stones give birth to otl'spring 
for Abraham (Matthew 3: 9). and if 
necessary we are sure He would cause 
the inanimate stones to express praises 
for Jesus, should the devoted disciples 
be forced to maintain silence. 

Verses 41-44. See the notcs on Mat
thew 23; 37-39; 24; I , 2. Visitation as 
used here means "inspection, Investi
gation," and appl1es to the time when 
Jerusalem was to be visited with dis
tress, as an investigation into her his
tory would justify. 

Verses 45. 46. See Matthew 21: 12, 13. 
Verse 47. He taught dailll, also 

the chief of the leaders ,ought to de
stroy him. The connection between 
these statements is not revealed here. 
We know, however, it was because 
Jesus rebuked them for their hypoc· 
risy. 

Verse 4.8. The people had great re
spect for Jesus, and these priests and 
scribes did not want to lose the esteem 
of the public lest they fall in their 
own popularity. 

LUKE 20 
Verse 1. The priests were a religious 

grouP. the scribes were those who 
copied the law fOT the people, and the 
elden were the seniors, members ot 
the sanhedrin. 

Verses 2·8. This paragraph is ex· 
plalned at Matthew 21: 23-27. We 
should remember that Jesus never 
evaded answerIng any proper question, 
but He knew these people were insin
cere in their questioning; It was 
prompted by an evil moti ve. 

Verses 9-17. The reader w1l1 find 
this explained at Matthew 21: 33·43. 

Verse 18. The stone is Christ who 
had been rejected by the Jewish lead
ers. The Significance at falling ()11. or 
being fallen. upon. is explained at Mat
thew 21: 44. 

Verse 19. The priests and scribes 
properly applied the preceding parable 
to themselves. They would have tried 
to do bodHy harm to Jesus but for. 
public sentiment. 

Verse 20. The priests thought they 
could mislead Jesus into saying some
thing that would get him into trouble 
with the secular government. Spies 
which should fei{]n means men who 
were hired to act the hypocrtte tn pre
tending to be just men. That means 
they were supPosed to be concerned 
about the dignity of the government. 

Verse 21. These spies really did 
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know all the things they claimed to 
know, and their statements were the 
truth. But thelr motive in saying them 
was to Hatter Jesus, which they should 
have known would be a failure. 

Verse 22. In their ignorance of the 
nature of the kingdom of heaven, they 
thought Jesus would be opposed to all 
other governments. Were that the ease 
he naturally would oppose giving them 
financial ald. Had he answered them 
to that etreet, it would bave been 
ground tor accusing bim of disloyalty 
to "the powers that be." 

Verse 23. Craftines8 meaDS trickery 
, which Jesus recognized to be their 
purpose in the question they asked 
him. 

Verse 24. Jesus met the situation 
in a manner that was doubtless un
expected. Instead of answering tbeir 
question with a direct yes or no, he 
asked for a pIece of the very kind of 
money that was being used in paying 
for the government's financial support. 
He then asked about the image and 
wording on tt, as to whose it was. 
They said it belonged to Caesar, the 
ruler involved tn their question. 

Verse 25. In their answer they com
mitted themselves beyond recall, for 
they directly said the whole thing be
longed to Caesar, the very thing he 
was asking people to give him as 
tribute. No_. one would Bay it is not 
"lawful" to · give to a man what be
longs to him. They had said this 
money belonged to Caesar, hence it 
would be lawful to -give it back to him. 
Arid by the Bame token it would be 
right to give to God what belongs to 
him, namely, their religious devotion. 

Verse 26. Could not take hold means 
they had no reply they could make to 
the reasoning of Jesus. Marveled is 
defined by Robinson, "To wonq.er, to 
be astonished, to be amazed," not that 
they were favorably impressed with 
the wisdom of tbe Teacher. 

Verse 27. The Sadducees are de
scribed. a~ Matthew 16: 12. 

Verse 28-36. See the comments on 
·Matthew 22: 23-30. 

Verses 37, 38. This Is explained at 
Matthew. 22: 31,32. 

Verse 39. Since it was the Sad
ducees who had been bamed in tbeir 
attempt to entrap Jesus, the scribes 
doubtless found much satisfaction in 
complimenting Him. 

Verse 40. See the comments about 
the end of tbeir questioning, and the 
reason tor It, at Matthew 22: 46. 

Ver ... 41-44. See Matthew 22: 41-45. 
VerBo 45. Th.e audience included the 

masses of the people and the disciples, 
but in this part of bis speech lesus 
was speaking to his disciples. 

Verse 46. Long Tobe8 were worn to 
attract attention, and obtain special 
salutations in public, such as in mar
ketplaces where many people resorted. 
Highest soots were the front pews that 
faced the audience. Chief rooms means 
favorite places at tbe ta,ble. 

Verse 47. Devour widoWa' houses is 
figurative, referring to advantages 
those hypocrites took or the needy and 
helpless among the people. (See Mat
thew 23: 14.) Greater damnation is 
explained at tbe same passage in 
Matthew. 

LUKE 21 
Verae 1. This money was a volun

tary offering, made for the upkeep ot 
the temple. The rich men were casting 
in much in actual count of the money. 

Verse 2. The widow cast in two 
mites instead of one as Is generally 
stated. According to Robinson's lexi· 
con, a mite was equal to about one 
firth of a cent. The widow contributed 
about one half of a cent to the good 
work. The actuai amount of money 
was not the main point as Jesus ex· 
plains. 

Verses 3, 4. Jesus stated in literal 
language what he meant figuratively. 
Our co'"n.tributions to worthy causes 
are valued in the Lord's sight on the 
basis of our abUity to give, not in 
Uteral "dollars and cents." (See 2 
Corinthians 8: 12.) 

Verse 5. This adornment of the 
goodly stones was by way of "remodel
ing," which was done at various times 
through a period of 46 years (John 
2: 20). 

Verse 6. The Jews were vain in 
their admiration of the temple. They 
had the idea that it was · "titanic" 
and bence Jndestructlble; but Jesus 
rebuked their pride by predicting its 
utter destruction. The completeness 
ot.· this destruction and the· manner in 
which it was to be accomplished, Is 
related in chaPter 19: 43, 44. 

Verse 7. According to Matthew 24: 
3, it was the diSCiples who asked Jesus 
the question. But in that passage It 
may be seen that they really asked 
two questions, although they had in 
mind what they thonght would take 
place as one event. It will be well for 
the reader to reexamine the comments 
on that entire chapter. 
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Verse 8. This corresponds with Mat
thew 24: 4, 5. 

Verse 9. The conflict between the 
Jews and the Romans did not begin 
In Judea. Hence the people of Jeru
salem would hear about wars in the 
[artber territories, some time before it 
reached the capital of the nation 
against which Caesar was at war. 

Verse 10. The Roman Empire was 
composed of many nations, and when 
the war against the Jews broke out, it 
threw the whole empire Into commo
tions. 

Verse 11. A state of war often pro
duces sho'rtages in the necessities of 
11te, which brings famine and pesti
lence as a natural CODsequence. A 
literal earthquake is never caused by 
warfare. but God has brought them 
about at various Umes to mark His 
concern for the conditions. II14 the 
present case it was to be one of the 
signs the disciples were given by 
which they could see the approaching 
storm. 

Verso 12. Many at tbe Christians 
were ' Jews and others were GenttIes. 
The disturbances at the tIme stirred 
up the Romans against them which 
led to persecutions. 

Verse 13. ThLs means that when 
th~ disciples undergo these persecu~ 
Uons. it w1ll tUrn out to be a testi
mony for them.- They will r ecall that 
J esus foretold it and thus it will prove 
to them that He was a true prophet. 
When a prediction becomes history. it 
amounts to a verifying evidence. (See 
Exodus 3: 12.) 

Verses H , 15. See · the comments on 
this kind of assurance at chapter 12: 
11,12. 

Verse 16. Some members at various 
families were disciples of Christ and 
some were not. In the distur bed con~ 
dlUons, these individuals would be 
arrayed against each other. 

Verse 17. Some would blame the 
war on the influence or the teaching 
or Christ, ~nd in spitework would per~ 
secute the disciples. 

Verse 18. Not an hair perish is a 
ftguraUve fo rm of speech, meaning 
that not the least harm would come 
to the disciples who heeded the In
structions at Jesus. A note on Jo
sephus, Wars. Book 2, Chapter 19, Sec~ 
tions 6, 7. shows how it came about 
that an unexpected retreat of the Ro
man forces from Jerusalem, for a brief 
period, gave the Christians an oppor
tunity to escape from the city. "This 

they did on this occasion and were 
preserved." 

Verse 19. Christians should not let 
persecutions or other trials cause them 
to lose patience. It they will endure 
through to the end they w1U possess 
or save their souls. It means the same 
as Matthew 24: 13; endurance and 
patience are the same. 

Ve rsB 20. Compassed with. arm,ies 
will mean the siege is on. 

Verse 21. Those who are outside ot 
Jerusalem will have no dlfDculty as 
far as the hostile anny Is concerned, 
in escaping to the mountains. tor the 
war w1U be directed against the cities 
only. 

Verse 22. Thino, . •. may be ful
filled . It was predicted In Daniel 9 : 27. 

Verse 23. An expectant or nursing 
mother would find It very dlmcult to 
make a hUrried escape out of the land. 
Jesus was not pronouncing a woe, just 
predicting it. 

Verse 24. . Time, Of the Gentiles. 
Jerusalem was the capital of the Jew
ish nation, both tOl" its political and 
reUglous government. It continued to 
be such for the polltical government, 
and when the church was set up the · 
Jews first accepted the Gospel, then 
they recognIzed. It as their model (not 
capital) tor religiOUS government. But 
the Jews as a nation turned against 
Christ and the church. baving already 
rejected Him and had him crucified. 
As a punishment, their city was 
doomed to be overthrown and they 
deprived or the posseSSion of it. Until 
would Imply that when the time, 01 
the Gentile8 had been completed, the 
Jews would again come back to Jeru· 
salem. But, they were to come back as 
ChrIstians. which is predicted tn R0-
mans 11: 25. 

Verses 25, 26. This paragraph Is 
figurative and is to be explained in 
the same way as Matthew 24: 29; re
ferring to the period called the uDark 
Ages" in history. 

Verse 27. See the notes on Matthew 
24 : 30. 

Verse 28. Your reaempti<m dralOeth
nigh Is equivalent to the gathering of 
the elect (the faithful) predicted in 
Matthew 24: 30, 31, at the second com
ing of Chrtst, 

Verses 29-31. This corresponds with 
Matthew 24: 32, 33. 

Verses 32, 33. This paragraph refers 
to the destruction of Jerusalem. See 
the notes on Matthew 24: 34:, 36, givin&: 
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specia.l attention to the word "genera
tion." 

Verse 34. BurfeitiJn.g is trom XSAI
PALE which Robinson defines, "A 
seizure of the head; bence intoxica
tion, debauch, giddiness; reveling and 
drunkenness." The verse is a warning 
to disciples not to be absorbed in loose 
and worldly Jiving, 80 as to let the 
day of Christ slip up on them. (See 
1 Thessalonians 5: 1·8. ) 

Verse 36. A snare is something that 
takes a victim unexpectedly. The day 
of Cbrist will come upon the masses 
ot human beings In the same way. 

Verse 36. If Christians lead a prayer
ful and watchful Ute, they will be 
Iookhig for Christ and will be ready 
to stand before him in peace. 

Verses 37, 38. This was a "series" of " 
meetings, something like some that 
are conducted today. An incidental 
dlfl'erence i8 that ours generally are 
conducted in the nighttime, while that 
of Jesus was in the day. 

LUKE 22 
Verse 1. In Mark 14: 1 the passover 

and unleavened bread are spoken of as 
separate feasts. That is because there 
was no leaven allowed in their houses 
on the 14th day or the first month, nor 
on the seven days Immediately follow
ing. Because of this, the two terms 
are sometimes used interchangeably. 
(See Leviticus 23: 4·6.) 

Verse 2. Bought 1unn mea~s they 
wanted to plan the death of Jesus tn 
some way that would avoid a rIot 
among the people. (See Matthew 26: 
4, 5; Mark 14: I, 2.) 

Verse 3. Then entered satan. Tbis 
does not mean that Satan here for the 
first time began to influence Judas, 
for he was called a devil by Jesus be
fore this (John 6: 70, 71). But Judas 
had been rebutted In his covetous atti
tude toward the woman with the oint· 
ment (John 12: 3-6), and began at 
once to plan a wicked scheme against 
Jesus, which was under the impulse 
of Satan. (See notes on Matthew 26: 
14·16.) 

Verse 4. Judas began his wicked 
plan by contacting the chief priests 
and captain, making a proposition to 
betray Jesus tnto their hands. 

Verse 5. The'JI were glacL because 
they hated Him for his exposure of 
their hypocrisy. 

Verse 6. In the absence 01 the mult·i,.. 
tude. This was because they did not 
want to get the multitude stirred up 

in protest against the persecution of 
Jesus (Mark 14.: 2). 

Verse 7" Day 0/ unleavened bread. 
means tbe first day of the enUre eigbt, 
during whtc,h no leaven was to be used. 
This g·day period began with the day 
on which the passover was k1lled. (See 
the notes at verse 1.) 

Verse 8. Go and prepare. Special 
arrangements had to be made because 
Jesus and his apostles were to eat 
their Passover two days 'before the 
regular time (Matthew 26: 2, 17). 

Verses 9. 10. Jesus gave the two 
dtsciples instructlons about preparing 
for their Passover, which they did ac
cording to Matthew 26: 18: 19. 

Verses 11-13. Jesus was divIne and 
knew just what conditions the disci· 
plcs would find In the house. and also 
what the disposition of the men would 
be Who were concerned in the appoint
ment. Guestchamber 18 from the same 
word as "Inn" in chapter 2: 7. 

Verse H. The events or this night 
are not aU recorded In anyone of the 
Gospel records, nor In strict chron
ologicalorder. Berore going any further 
at this place, I urgently insist that 
the reader see tbe" comments at Mat
thew 26: 20, and keep his book open 
for frequent reference as he follows 
the comments at this verse and on 
through verse 23. 1 shall now com
ment on these verses as they come, 
making my remarks in vIew of the 
paragraph in Matthew cited above. He 
sat down. This phrase Is from ANA
PIPTO, which Thayer defines, "To lie 
back, lie down; to recllne at table." 
(See the comments at chapter 16: 22.) 

Verse 15. This was the fourth Pass
over Jesus ate after his baptism, ac
cording to John 2: 13; 5: 1; 6: 4; 13: 1. 

Verse 16. Jesus predicted that when 
he ate the Passover again, it would be 
of a spiritual nature, tor it would be 
in the kingdom of God (the church). 

Verse 17. Took the cup. According 
to Smith's Bible Dictionary, and Funk 
and Wagnalls' Standard Bihle DIction
ary, the Jews added the drinking of 
wine to the celebration of the Pass
over. It was this cup that Jesus took 
in this verse. 

Verse 18. Not drink takes the same 
comments as not eat in verse 16. 

Verse 19. Jesus is now instituting 
his supper that is to become the 
weekly "breaking or bread" in the 
church (Acts 20:-1'). This is m'lI body 
was not said while they were in the 
Passover activities (see the notes in 

~----~-------------- ....... . . .. _--- .. 
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Matthew cited above). This do in 
remembrance 01 me could not apply to 
the Jewish teast. 

Verse 20. After ,upper means atter 
the Passover supper. "A testament is 
ot force after men are dead" Hebrews 
9: 16·18. As the animal sacrifices COD
stituted the testament under the 
Mosaic system, so tbe blood of Christ 
(which will have been shed in his 
death) I was to constitute the new tt:sG
men! in my blood. 

Verse 21. The writer now goes back 
to the activiUes of the Passover. (See 
the noles and comments cited in Mal
thew 26, from verse 14 here.) 

Verse 22. 'rhe betrayal and slaying 
of Jesus bad been determined upon by 
the couDsel of God (Acts 2: 23). to 
which the reference is made here. 

Verse 23. Beg(1tn to enquire. See the 
comments at Matthew 26: 22. 

Verses 24·27. ~see the notes on Mal· 
thew 20: 26-28. \ 

Verse 28. Throughout the· public 
minIstry or Jesus, be was subject to 
the trials of his lite whicb be over· 
came compJetely. (See Hebrews 4: IS.) 

Verse 29. See chapter 12: 32. 
Verse 30. The privilege or eating at 

the table or another was regarded. as 
a great favor. Jesus used the circum
stance figuratively to designate the 
close relationship the apostles were to 
sustain with Cbrlst in his kingdom. 
See Matthew 19: 28 for comments on 
judging the twelve tribes. 

Verses 31·34. While the wording is 
a little different, the thoughts and sub· 
ject matter of this paragraph are the 
same as Matthew 26: 31·35. 

Verses 35, 36. See the comments on 
Matthew 10: 10. Ben hi8 garment and 
buy one [a swordJ. Jesus never did 
forbid the use of torce 1n defence 
where life or bome was threatened, 
but rather spoke favorably for it 
(chapter 12: 39); hence He advised 
his apostles to provide themselves with 
the neceasa.ry weapon. It might be ob
jected that Jesus rebuked Peter when 
be uBed bIB Bword (John 18: 10, 11). 
That is true. but that was not an act 
of defence, for no one's life was being 
even threatened by the use of weapons, 
hence Peter's act was an aggressive 
one. Besides, he proposed to use bis 
sword in defence ot the plan of salva
tion, whiJe in our verse it was only for 
the purpose ot defence against bodily 
harm. (See again the passage in chap
ter 12: 39.) 

Verse 37. This verse was to show 

why the apostles would have to go on 
without the personal presence of Jesus; 
he was going to be taken. tram them. 
7'hmgs concerning me hdfh an enG, 
means the things predicted of Him 
(including bis death) were to be ful
filled. to the end, or to be fully accom· 
pllshed. 

Verse 38. This Is an incidental item. 
Jesus had instructed them to procure 
a sword, and they told him they al
ready had two, which was found to be 
sufficient. 

Verse 39. As he wa.s won.t denotes 
it was a regular practice for Jesus to 
go out to this mount, which was the 
location of Gethsemane ( John 18: 1, 2). 

Verse 40. On tbls particular occa
sion there was a special event about to 
take place, the betrayal of Jesus into 
the hands of the chief priests and 
elders. 

Verses 41, 42. Sec the comments at 
Mattbew 26: 41, 42. 

Verse 43. After Jesus had resisted 
Satan in the wilderness (Matthew 4: 
11) , God sent an angel to minister to 
him. Now an angeJ comes to his as· 
sistance in the garden. 

Verse U. Agony Is defined, "Severe 
mental struggJes and emotions." It 
was a part of the "cup" of which Jesus 
prayed to be relieved tn verse 42. As 
it were is trom HOSEI, which Thayer 
defines, "As it, 1. e., 8S it were, as 
though, as, like as, Uke." Jesus d1d 
not "sweat blood" 8S it is so often 
said. His sweat was gathered upon 
the surface of the body In great drops 
that were compared to clotted blood. 
The condition was caused by the in· 
tense nervous agitation over the ex
periences He knew were soon to be 
thrust upon him by the powers of 
darkness. 

Verse 45. Sleeping f(W 8OYrow. It 
was wrong for the apostles to be sleep· 
ing even for this cause. but Jt was not 
as bad as it it was trom pure indiffer· 
ence. A like situation existted once 
with the Israelites in Egypt (Ex.odus 
6: 9) . 

Verse 4.6. This verse gives an ad
monition that would be good tor gen· 
eral guidance. In other places it is 
worded "watch and pray" (Matthew 
26: (1). 

Verse 47. Judas had lett the com
pany of Jesus and the other apostles 
just after eating ot the Passover. See 
the comments at Matthew 26: 47. 

Verse 48. The salutation of a kiss 
was a common practIce in oJd times, 
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hence there should not have been any 
surprise at the mere fact that Judas 
kissed Jesus, under ordinary circum· 
stances. But it had been but a short 
time since be left the upper rOom 
where Jesns was with the other apos
tles, so the usual occasion for saluta
tiODs was wanting. Besides, a saluta
tion as an act of social courtesy would 
have been appropriate for the apostles 
also. for Judas had been absent from 
all of them the same length of time. 
But Jesus exposed the hypocrisy of the 
traitor by this statement. in question 
form. but really in order to show him 
that his Lord knew what he was doing. 

Verse 49. Neither of the other rec~ 
~rda says anything about this COD

versation. 
Verse 60. John 18: 10 tells U8 it was 

Peter who did this. 
Verse 51. In this account Jesus saId 

to Peter, "Sutter ye thus far," mean 
tng that be should not resist the crowd 
that was coming to take his Master. 
The event is the same as recorded in 
Matthew 26: 52. 

Verses 52, 53. This paragraph Is the 
same in meaning as Matthew 26: 55,56. 

Verses 54, 55. See the comments at 
Matthew 26: 57. 58. 

Verses 56·62. This paragraph has to 
do with Peter's threefold denial of 
Christ according to predictions made 
by Him. The sad affair Is explained 
at Matthew 26: 69-75. 

Verse 63. These actions against 
Jesus were to show their disrespect 01 
Him. 

Verse 64. PropheBl/ is used in the 
sense of a test tor the superior wisdom 
of Jesus. If He was divine, he should 
be able to know who did the striking. 

Verse 65. Bl(J8p1!.emoualy spake means 
they said many things in a way that 
would injure the gOOd name of Jesus, 
were they to be heard and beUeved by 
others. 

Verse 66. The council was the San
bedrin, which was the highest court 
the Romans permitted the Jews to 
have in the time of Christ and the 
apostles. 

Verses 67. 68. Jesus let the men in 
the councll know that He regarded 
their Question as being insincere, and 
not from a desire for information. 

VerBe 69. Jesus made a prediction 
they were not expecting. 

Verse 70. Taking the remark of 
Jesus in the prec.edlng verse as an in
direct answer to their quesUon, they 

repeated It In a .Ughtly dillerent form_ 
Ye say that I am Is a Biblical form of 
an affirmative answer. 

Verse 71. This verse is explained at 
Matthew 26: 65, 66. 

LUKE 23 
Verses I, 2. See Matthew 27: I, 2. 
Verse 3. Thou sallest it Is the "good 

confession" referred to by Paul In 1 
Timothy 6: 13. showing there Is "no 
set form in making the confession. 

Verse 4. I find nO fault in this man. 
This is virtually the same thought 
that is worded in Matthew 27: 23. 

Verse 5. According to Thayer, Jewry 
means "all Palestine." 

Verses 6, 7. This was Herod Anti
pas, who was governor over the terri
tory of Galilee. but was in Jerusalem 
at this time because of the Passover. 
If be could turn Jesus over to him. 
Pilate thought he might get rid of the 
problem that was worrying him, which 
was that of disposing of the case 
against Jesus. He did not belleve that 
Jesus was guilty of any wrong, yet 
was hesitating about declaring him 
free because of poUtlcal reasons (John 
19: 12) . 

Verse 8. The desire of Herod to see 
Jesus was prompted largeiy by curI
osity about His miraculous works; In 
chapter 9: 9 this deSire is mentioned 
the first time. 

Verse 9. Jesus knew that Herod, had 
no just reason tor his curiosity, hence 
He maintaJned the same sHence belore 
him that Pilate had received. 

Verse 10. The chlet priests and 
scribes had followed Jesus as he was 
escorted into the presence of Herod. 
But their clamor against Jesus , did not 
have much effect on Herod, at least it 
did not Induce him to attach any legal 
charge against Him. 

Verse 11. The actions Hsted in this 
verse were for the purpose of belittling 
Jesus, not to constitute any formal ac
cusation against Him. (See verse 15.) 

Verse 12. The usual interpretation 
ot this paasage is that Pilate and 
Herod dropped their personal differ
ences, in order to unite against Christ. 
They did not unite because of any 
common enmity against Christ, for 
neither of them had "an)" such a teel
ing. But Herod wanted to see Jesus, 
and Pilate granted the courtesy of a 
personal interview with his noted 
prisoner. It was this judicial recogni
tion that broke down the long-standing 
feud between the two political rulers. 
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Verse 13. This group which PUate 
called together was composed of aU 
the persons who were Interested in the 
case. The chier priests were the ones 
to get Jesus Into the courts (Mark 15: 
10). and the people were those who 
bad. the voice about what prisoner was 
to be released under the custom (Mat
thew 27: 15). hence it was a represen
tative audience to wbich PUate was 
preparing to speak. 

Verses 14, 15. A brief reference Is 
made to this paragraph at verse 12. 
Here were two court rulers, former 
personal enemies, but agreeing on the 
innocence ot Jesus. 

Verse 16. It was customary to chas
Use all prisoners before being re
leased, regardless of whether they 
were considered "guilty as charged," 
or 'DOt 

Verse 17. Of n.ece~sitll denotes it 
was an established custom to release 
a prisoner at that time (Matthew 27: 
16), and Pilate thought it would fur
nish him a way out of' his problem of' 
guarding his poUtlcal interests, with
out directly upholding Christ. 

Verse 18. They cried out means the 
people, for they atone had the legal 
r ight to ~peak on that subject. How
ever, their choice was influenced by 
the priests and elders and scribes 
(Matthew 27: 20). 

Verse 19. Sedition is from the same 
word as "Insurrectlim" in Mark 15: 7. 
The meaning Is an uprising against a 
legal government, of which Barabbas 
had been guilty. 

Verse 20. Willing to release Jesus 
means his personal feelings were fa
vorable to Jesus. He wished the people 
would call for His release, so that 
Caesar would not blame him as a dis 
loyal ofilcer in the Roman government. 

Verse 21. This cry was the demand 
of a mob. 

Verse 22. It Is an established rule 
of justice that no man should be pun
ished who is DOt guilty of doing 
wrong. Pilate realized that nothing 
could truly be charged against Jesus, 
hence his personal conclusion was that 
be should be discharged, after the 
customary chasUsement, which means 
the scourging ment10ned in other 
places. 

Verse 23. The two classes in the 
audience (priests and people), united 
in the demand tor the crucifixion or 
Jesus. The Inspired writer says their 
voice" prevailed. There was no addi· 

tional evidence produced; Just the 
pressure of publtc sentiment. 

Verse 24. It 1s had enough to punish 
a person when a court is only doubtful 
of his guilt; but PUate never ex
pressed a single doubt as to the inno
cence of J esus. Not only that, but 
three attempts to get an expression 
from the audience as to His guil thad 
railed. So this unworthy judge con
demned Jesus to the cross on the sole 
motive that it was as they required. 

Verse 25. A seditious murderer was 
released on the same motive that 
Jesus was condemned. namely, he was 
the one whom they desired.. 

Verse 26. After is from OPlsTHEN , 
and Thayer defines it, "Adverb of 
place, from behind, on the back, be
hind after." It is clear, therefore, that 
Stmon and Jesus carried the cross to
gether, Simon bearing one end of the 
instrument but walking after Jesus. 
See the notes at Matthew 16: 24. 

Verse 27. These persona tollowing 
toward the place of crucifixion were 
genuine sympathizers. They were not 
ashamed to be seen showing deep sen
timents on behalf of Him, even to the 
extent of going with him to the place 
of sbame. (See Hebrews 13: 13.) 

Verses 28, 29. This shows a case of 
misplaced grief. Jesus was going to 
suffer the ordeal of the cross, which 
would be the last of all his sufferings. 
These people were destined to meet 
with distress unequaled by any case in 
history (Matthew 24: 21). Blessed are 
the barren, etc. When parents are 
forced to see the suttering imposed 
upon their children, they will wish that 
no children had been born to them. 

Verse 30. Mountains, fall on us. 
This Is figurative, meaning it would 
be a mild er fate to be crushed by a 
mountain, than sutter the distress 
caused by the Romans. 

Verse 31. Green. and dry are used 
figuratively, meaning trees that are 
alive or dead. In the application, they 
represent a righteous and an unright
eous person. If such distress w1ll be 
imposed upon a righteous person 
(Christ). what may be expected to be 
done to a wicked nation, and its help
less citizens were destined to share in 
the general calamity, brought about 
by the wicked leaders. 

Verse 32. These malefactors (crim
ina]s) were thieves (Matthew 27: 38). 

Verse 33. Calvary is explained at 
length at Matthew 27: 33. 

Verse 34. This ignorance ot which 
Jesus speaks, appl1es to the Jews as 
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wen as the Gentiles (Acta 3: 17). 
Such ignorance, therefore. does Dot 
mean they were to be excused at that 
time regardless of any repentance on 
their part. In Acts 2: 23. Peter still 
held the murder of Jesus against this 
same people. But DO forgiven sin Is 
ever "remembered against" a person 
who has been forgiven. The meaning 
of the prayer of Jesus, therefore, is 

. that even His murderers were to be 
given the same access to the benefits 
of His death that the rest of the world 
would have. That prayer was an· 
8wered on the day of Pentecost when 
hundreds of them were promised "re
mission of sins" upon repentance and 
baptism (Acts 2: 38). Parted his rai
ment. (See Matthew 27: 35.) 

Verse 35. Had. It been a matter of 
power or strength only. Jesus could 
have even prevented thetr nailing him 
to the cross. But the deed had to be 
performed In order to tuUlll the scrip.. 
ture predictions (Matthew 26: 54.). 

Verses 36, 37. The soldiers were the 
executioners for the government; four 
ot them (John 19: 23). 

Verse 38. Buperscripttion is explained 
at Matthew 27: 37. 

Verse 39. One 01 the malefactors. 
This 18 more definite than the account 
tn Matthew 27: 44, and it should be used 
u & guide In interpreting that one. 

Verse .{O. The fact that the one thief 
rebuked the other indicates he had not 
joined in the reproaebing of Jesus. 
However, we can be certain that one 
of them took the right view of the 
situation at the last. 

Verse 41. This man hath done noth
ing amis.!. The thief who spoke the 
above words knew that truth when he 
was first placed on the cross, as well 
8.8 he knew it when he made the state
ment. That is one of my reasons for 
beHeving he was not partaking in the 
reproachful language against Jesus 
at all. 

Verse 42. This man had been lead
ing a sinful Ufe, yet aU the circum
stances Indicate he had known some
thing of the work and plans of' Jesus. 
They both were 00 the cross and soon 
were to die, yet he beHeved that both 
would live again. The request he made 
of Jesus was based on bis faUb of a 
resurrection. The wish was to be 
granted at some date farther in the 
fUture than the one at hand. 

Verse 43. Jesus granted the penitent 
a promise to be fulfUled sooner than 
the favor he reques ted. Paradise is 
from PAn.ADElSOS and Thayer's general 

definition Is, "A garden, pleasure 
ground; grove, park." In our passage 
he defines It, "That part or Hades 
which was thought by the later Jews 
to be the abode of the souls of the 
pious until the resurrection." Robin
son, Groves and Hickle define it vir
tually in the same way. We have pre
viously learned (notes at chapter 16: 
26) that persons who are assigned to 
this plaee will always be among those 
who are "comforted" or saved. The 
conclusion is, then, that the thief was 
saved on the cross. That does not 
arrect the subject of baptiSM or any 
other of the specific requirements of 
the Gospel. The Jewish Dispensation 
was still in force, hence the things 
that nre now required through the 
apostles were not then binding. While 
Jesus was llviog, he bad the right to 
forgive and save people on any terms 
lie saw fit, or without any terms at all 
as tar as the sinner was concerned. 
He forgave the woman of chapter 7: 
47 because ot her great love. and we 
have no evidence that the palsied man 
of Matthew 9: 1, 2 even had any faith, 
yet the Lord forgave him. But after 
the church was set up in Acts 2, no 
case Is recorded where anyone was 
saved except upon obedience to the 
Gospel. 

Verses 44, 45. The sixth bour is the 
same as our noon, which was tbe bour 
tbat darkness settled over the land. 
The event was prophesied in Joel 2: 
30, 31. 

Verse 46. See the comments on Mat
thew 27: 50. 

Verse 47. In this account the cen
turion describes Jesus as a righteo1ls 
man. The account In Matthew 27: 54 
describes him as the Son of' God; both 
statements are true. 

Verse 48. Smiting the breast was an 
anCient custom in times of mourning or 
humble anxiety. (See chapter 18: 13.) 

Verse 49. The women were faithful 
to the last, but with feminine timidity 
they stood some distance away watch
ing. They had come from the same 
district were Jesus was brought uP. 
Galilee, and had served Him on vari
ous occasions. 

Verses 60-63. Tbe notes on Matthew 
27 : 67-60 are pretty full, covering tbe 
subject matter of the present para
graph. To conserve space, 1 request 
the reader to see them. 

Verse 54. The preparation is ex
plained at Matthew 27: 62. 

Verse 55. These women saw the 
manner of buryin&, for the body of 
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Jeou .. Including the ro11lo, or & "great 
stone" up to the entrance (Matthew 
27: 60). That explains their concern 
about the stone as they were going to 
the sepulchre (Mark 16: 3). 

Verse 66. Returned and prepared. 
8'p£ce., That Is, they made Buch prepa· 
ration that 88lDe day. for the next day 
was a sabbath or holy day. it being 
the regular Passover day (Leviticus 
23:., 5), which explains the state· 
ment about resting the sabbath day 
accordi1lg to the commandment. 

LUKE 24 
Verse 1. Th.ey came means the wo

men mentioned In the last verse of 
the preceding chapter. For additional 
comments on this verse, soo those at 
Matthew 28: 1. 

Verse 2. TheV found the done rolled. 
away because the angel had descended 
from Heaven and removed It, to open 
the way into the sepulchre (Matthew 
28: 2). 

Verse 3. T1I.ey entered tn.. The de
scription of ancient sepulchres may be 
seen tn the notes on Matthew 23: 27. 
28. They entered the main cavity and 
looted for the spot where the body had 
been latd. They had seen when Joseph 
placed the body there (Matthew 27: 61; 
Mark 16: 47), and were dlsappointed 
at not seeing tt as they entered. 

Verse 4. These men were angels in 
human rorm (Matthew 28: 2). 

Verse o. Living among the dead. 
This was the angel's way of saying the 
One who was dead was then Uving, to 
assure the women they need not be 
afraid any longer. 

Verses' 6, 7. The conversation re
ferred to ts in Matthew 17: 22, 23. 

Verse 8. They remembered. This is 
more signt.flcant than might be at first 
realIzed. One form of evidence relted 
upon In the Bible. ls the accomp1ish
ment of predtctions that were made 
lOme considerable time previously. 
(See Exodus 3 : 12 with 24: 12, 13; 
Matthew 3: 11 with Acts 11: 15, 16.) 

Verse 9. The eleven. leaves out Judas 
who had "mod himself. 

Verse 10. MOtrfI th.e mother of James 
was also the mother of Jesus. 

Verse 11. T1I.eV believed: them not. 
See the comments at Mark 16: 17, 18. 

Verse 12. Thts event will be com
mented upon at John twentieth chap
ter. 

Verse 13. The most important item 
in thIs verse ts the words that same 
day. Verse 1 shows it was the first 

day or the week, the day or the resur· 
rectlon of Christ. 

Verse 14. The'e thing8 refers to the 
report about the disappearance of 
Jesus from the tomb, that had been re
ported by the women returning from it. 

Verses 15, 16. Holden Is from KBA.TEO, 
which Thayer defines at this place, 
"To hold in check. restratn." In Mark's 
account of this circumstance (chapter 
16: 12), be says Jesus appeared in 
another f'form." That word is defined 
in the lexicon, "The form by which a 
person or thing strikes the vision; the 
external appearance." The two pas
sages considered together makes the 
matter clear. The person of Jesus was 
not literally changed. but since the 
eyes of the disciples were restrained. 
it caused Him to look ute some other 
human being with whom they were 
not acquainted. 

Verse 17. The changed "form" of 
Jesus did not make him appear as 
any unusual creature, for there is no 
indication thnt bis speaking to them 
confused them. 

Verse 18. A Btranger is one from 
the outside, or one lately arrived at 
any place. .Cleopas thought a regular 
resident would have known about 
these things. 

Verse 19. Jesus never had to ask 
men for Information, for He knew all 
about what was in man (John 2: 24, 
25). By asking thIs question He In
duced the dtsclples to express their 
belief in the One from Nazareth. 

Verse 20. The disciples correctly 
placed the blame for the death of Jesus 
on the chIef priests and rulers. They 
had caused Him to be brought into the 
Sanhedrin. and there the rulers pro
nounced a sentence of death upon Him. 

Verse 21. The disciples still had a 
temporal kingdom in mind regarding 
the plana of Jesus. Third day .tince 
t1Le8e tMng3 1Qere dcme; meaning the 
condemnation and crucifIxion of Jesus 
(verse 20). 8ince (or atter), gives us 
an important key to the day on which 
Jesus was crucified. The disciples said 
today (the day of tbe resurrection. 
verse 1). was the thtrd day since the 
crucifixion. Then Saturady would be 
the second day dnce the crucifixIon; 
FrIday would be the first day since the 
crucifixion. and hence. Thursday would 
be the day of the crucifixion. This dis
proves the Romaniat doctrine of Good 
Friday as beIng the day of the cruci
fixion. 

Verse 22. Certairn. 1QO'm..en are the 
ones mentioned in verse 10. 
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Verse 23. These dIsciples were grad· 
ually unfolding their story 8S it W8.8 
told by the women. They Beemed im· 
pressed with the idea that it was a 
report that could not be questioned, 
yet was a puzzling circumstance. 

Verse 24. The story of the women 
had been confirmed by certain ones 
who went to the sepulchre afterwards, 
namely, Peter (verse 12). and John 
(John 20: 2; 21: 20. 24). 

Verses 25, 26. Jesus then cbided 
them for being 80 unmindful of what 
bad been toretold, and for speaking as 
it the whole event was unheard-ot. 

Verse 27. ExpoUnded unto them in 
aU the 8criptu.res, means He cited them 
to the Scriptures which predIcted those 
things concerning Himself. The pr o
nOUD 18 the word of Luke, for the dis
ciples did not yet recognize Him. 

Verse 28. Jesus did this to test their 
spirit of hospitaltty. 

Verso 29. Their kindness was from 
a pure motive of hospitality, and not 
just because of the importance of the 
person, for they atm did not know Him. 

Verse 30. One part of Thayer's defi· 
nition of bless, is ' "to ask God's bless· 
ing on a thing, pray Him to bless It to 
one's use," This act of Jesus was the 
same as anyone of His disciples can 
do tor the good things of life. The 
main point in this 'verse is the fact 
that Jesus changed trom being a guest, 
and took the position of host. The 
purpose of it will be seen in the next 
verse. 

Verse 31. Eyes were opened. This 
reversed t.be condition that bad been 
over their eyes which "restrained" 
them. No physical miracle was per· 
formed by the act of Jesus as host. 
But it was such an unusual procedUre 
for a guest, espeCially one who had 
seemed reluctant to visit with them 
(verses 28, 29), that It aroused their 
3.ttention and stirred up their memory. 
rhey doubtless had been with Him 
betore his death, on various occasions, 
and had beheld just such a perform
ance. This, together with His conver· 
sation on the way, in which the prophe
cies were cited, brought them "to them
selves" and they recognized Him. 
Having accomplished the purpose of 
the visit, Jesus disappeared. 

Verse 32. Robinson defines the orlgi. 
nal for burn at this place, "to be 
greatly moved," and Thayer gives vir
tual1y the same explanation. These 
disciples turned to each other after 
Jesus disappeared, and recalled how 
they had been impressed by the ra-

marks whtch he made to them by the 
way,' and that was before they realized 
the identity of the speaker. The whole 
subject flowed over their minds and 
filled them with a restlessness that 
was born of genuine interest. Under 
Buch a condition they could not be 
still. but must go and contact others 
with the interesting news. 

Verse 33. Yes, these happy disciples 
arose the same hour, and leaving the 
village ot Emmaus, they returned to 
Jerusalem where they found the eleven 
(apostles) and others gathered to
gether, engaged in earnest conversa
tion. 

Verse 34. The two disciples arriving 
from Emmaus found this group talk
ing about the great subject of the hour, 
namely, the resurrection of Jesus. 
They related to the two new arrivals 
the ' same news they had themselves 
heard from the report of the women. 

Verse 35. Then they (the two) joined 
in with thetr story of how Jesus had 
appeared to them In the way. There 
could be no mistake about it. for He 
bad sat down wi th them to a meal, at 
which He was made known to them. 

Verse 36. It required only a miracle 
for Jesus to appear in this way among 
them, even a.s , a similar feat was per
formed when he disappeared uno~ 
served (chapter 4: 29, 30). 

Verse 37. The human mind does 
some strange things. ThIs group had 
just be'en rejoicing over the report that 
Jesus was aUve and had been seen of 
a number of disciples. Now when He 
actually appeared in their midst they 
were frightened. In John 20: 19 Is 
this same event recorded, and It states 
the doors were closed tor fear of the 
Jews. They evidently had the doors 
fastened for safety, hence whell. Jesus 
appeared in spite of the secured shut
ters, they considered it was a spirit 
that entered. 

Verse 38. Jesus knew their minds 
and that they thought He was a spirit. 

Verses 39, 40. The body of Jesus 
came out of the grave in the same can· 
dition it had when it entered therein. 
That was neC,essary to turnlsh evi
dence that He was the same person 
who was crucified. An instance of thIs 
truth is what is recorded In thIs para· 
graph. ·And He retained that torm as 
long as he was on earth because the 
disciples were In the fiesb and could 
profit by association with Htm only in 
that form. But we know it was 
changed before He reached heaven. for 
Paul says (1 Corinthians 15: 50 ) that 
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ftesh and blood cannot Inherit the 
kingdom of God. (See notes In the 
following paragraph about his having 
no blood.) Also, 1 John 3: 2 says, "It 
doth not yet appear what we shall be," 
and later tn the verse he says that 
when He appears we shall be like Htm. 
John knew what His appearance was 
like while on the earth, which show.s 
that Jesus was changed between the 
time at the ascension from Mount 
Ollvet and that of HIs arrival at the 
gates of heaven. From the above con
siderations, we know the popular 
theory about knowing Him "by the 
prints of the nails in his hand," Is an 
erroneous notion, which should be 
classed with the materIalistic heresies 
ot the Sadducees. 

Verses 41-43. Believed not lor ;01/ 
Is an accommodative expression, used 
in the same sense as a familiar phrase, 
"too good to be true." He called tor 
tood and partook thereot, as a further 
Droot that He was In the same torm 
that went Into the grave. This raises 
the question as to how He could Uve 
and make use of toad when verse 39 
indIcates He had "flesh and bones" 
only. but not blood. It is true the 
Bible teaches that "the blood Is the 
Ufe," and we know also that animal 
creatures cannot normally Uve ~ith
out · air. Brit Jonah lived three days 
and nIghts in the body ot the whale 
without normal air conditions; ltke
wise the Father saw to it that the Son 
could live torty days and forty nights 
without blood. "Is anything too hard 
for the Lord 1" 

Verse U. Some commentators tbink 
this verse goes over the interval of 
forty days, to the time of the ascen
sion. That idea seems reasonable to 
me as it applies to most of the remain
ing 'Verses. However, Acts 1: 3 tells 
us He was with his apostles through
out the torty days. during which time 
He spoke to them about these great 
subjects. Doubtless Jesus concluded 
His 4o-day period of teaching with the 
verses from this through the end ot 
the chapter, and I shall comment upon 
the 'Verses in their order, with our 
minds centered on the last hours of 
the Saviour with the apostles. The 
law and prophet, and the P,alm, Is 
one claaaification of the parts ot the 
Old Testament, all of which contained 
Drophectea of Christ. (See Deuter
onomy 18: 18-20 for the law; Isaiah 63 
for the prophet" and the. Psalm, 16: 
8-10 for the P,alml.) 

Verae 45. Opened M their under· 
,tanding. This statement does not re-

quire any miraele upon the minds of 
the disciples. The scriptures referred 
to were the Old Testament. with which 
they were famtliar as to its wording. 
The means Jesus used to get the dis
ciples to understand them consisted tn 
quoting ·them in connection with facts 
which they knew had been and were 
happening. Such an effort was accom· 
pUshed in John 2: 22; Paul used this 
method in Acts 17: 2, 3, and Apollos 
used it in Acts 18: 28. The specific 
passage that Je8us used tor this pur
pose will be considered In connection 
with the following \'"erse. 

Verse 46. Thus it is written. We 
know this refers to Psalms 16: 8~10, 
for Peter quotes it in Acts 2: 26-32. 
and applies it in the same way that 
Jesus does in our verse. Since this Is 
the only place In the Old Testament 
where the prophecy of the third cla1l 
is aaid to be written, the question 
would be raised about how that phrase 
is connected with it, when the words 
are not found in that text. The answer 
is found in the statement that Jesus 
was not to remain in the grave long 
enough for bis body to begin decaying, 
or 8ee corruption. In John 11: 39 we 
learn that a body would begin to de
cay after four days, hence Jesus must 
rise before that many days to prevent 
his body from decaying. And the other 
requirement at ecripture was that He 
be in the grave three days and three 
nights. All or this brings the conclu· 
sion that J eaus was to rise · from the 
dead the third day, according to the 
present verse. Beh(1)ecl is from & word 
that means, "It .was necessary and 
proper." In order to tulOll what was 
written. it was necessary tor Christ 
to accomplish these things. 

Verse 47. Repentance and remission 
01 Bins could not have been preached 
in the name of Christ. bad He not 
met all the requirements at this im
portant prophecy. Among aU nationa 
signifies that Jesus died for the whole 
world. not the Jews only. Beg~nning 
at Jerusalem. That city was the capi· 
tal of the Jewish kingdom. both re
ligiously and polttlcally. and It was to 
be the model and beginning place (but 
not the capital) of the kingdom of 
Christ. 

Verse 48. This work of being wit
nesses for Jesus is stated more tully 
in Acts 1: 8. The territory of their 
operation was to Include Jerusalem as 
the beginning place, then reach unto 
"the uttermost part of the earth," Ac~ 
cording to Romans 10: 18 and Colas-
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slana 1: 23, that commission was 
finally carried out. 

Verse 49. The promise of the Father 
pertained to the outpouring ot the 
Spirit, and it had been made in Joel 
2: 28·32. The exact date of that event 
was not stated to them, hence it was 
necessary to tarry in Jerusalem until 
it came. Be endued is from enduna. 
and means "to be clothed with." Power 
is from DUNAM18, and means might or 
strength. This qualification was to be 
upon the apostles so they · would be 
able to "preach the Gospel to every 
creature," as Mark 16 : 15 words it. 
This is why it must be said that none 
but the apostles were able to carry 
out the "Great Commission." 

Verse 50. Mathew says nothing about 
the ascension; Mark merely mentions 
It. and our passage precedes it with 
the name of the location. which was 
Bethany. the home town of Lazarus 
and his sisters (Jobn 11: 1). 

Verse 51. Before starting his jour
ney toward heaven, Jesus lifted up his 
hands to bless the apostles, thereby 
adding dignity and solemnity to it. 
He was carried, up_ Jesus could have 
soared through space independent at 
any visible vehicle, but this phrase 
indicates He dId not do so. Acts 1: 9 
states "s cloud received Him out of 
their sight/' 

Verse 52. The'J/ wonhi.ped Him. This 
was atter He had disappeared. which 
reminds us ot the various meanings 
of the word "worship." (See the note 
at Matthew 2: 2.) The great joy was 
not over the disappearance of Jesus, 
at course, but for the assurances of 
the angels that are recorded in Acts 
1: 1I. 

Verse 53. The temple was the head
quarters of the Jewish system, and 
the place where the national worship 
was conducted. It was natural for 
them to be spending the time at that 
place, waiting for the coming of the 
power promised by Jesus. Their ac
tivities consisted tn praising and bless
ing God, because they believed He was 
the One "From whom aU blessings 
1l0w." 

JOHN 1 
Verse 1. In the begi'tllning. It should 

"be asked, beginning of what? The aJ
most universal answer would be, "the 
beginning of time." That answer would 
be wrong, not only trom the context, 
but also because time never had a 
beginning any more than did God. 
The Bible .makes no distinction be
tween "time" and "eternity!' The sec-

ond word occurs once In the Bible 
(Isaiah 67: 15), and the definition lB, 
"duration," and that quality belongs 
to the word "time" as well. The popu
lar notion is that "Ume" means the 
period before the judgment day. and 
"eternity" means the period after
ward; the Bible makes no such dis
tinction. The English word "time" 
occurs several Urnes in the New Testa· 
ment, and It comes from 12 dilTerent 
Greek words, but In no single place is 
It used as an abstract name of the 
space tbis side of the day of judgment, 
as distinguished from that afterwards 
In the Septuagint (Greek) version of 
the Old Testament, the first three 
words of Genesis are exactly the same 
as the original for the Italicized words 
In this paragraph, and have exactly 
the same meaning. The reader should 
consult the first paragraph in volume 1 
at the Old Testament Commentary. 

The entire context shows the writer 
is considering the work ot creation of 
the heavens and the earth, which is 
the subject of Genesis first chapter. 
The Being whom we call the Son of 
God was in existence before the crea
tion of the universe, but He is here 
designated as the Word. The Word 
was God Is said on the basis that God 
ia the family name of the Deity, hence 
any member of that family would 
rlghUully take that name, just as any 
member of the Smith tamily is a 
Smith. That is why Jesus js called 
God In Isaiah 9: 6; Matthew 19: 17; 
Acts 20: 28. And it explains why the 
terIns "church of Christ" and "church 
dt God" means the same, and are used 
interchangeably in the New Testament. 

Verse 2. This verBe does not change 
the meaning ot the preceding one, but 
it Is a signLftcant passage, showing 
that while the term "God" applies to 
each of the Bejngs considered, yet they 
are to be understood as two separate 
personalities, else one ot them could 
not be "with" the other. 

Verse 3. The pronoun Mm means 
the Word or verse 1. and whom we 
know as the Son in the New Testa· 
meot. All thinus were made by Him. 
That accounts for the plural pronoun 
"us" in G~nests 1: 26; 3: 22; 11: 7. In 
aU of the domain of creaUon, provl~ 
dence and redemption, God the Father 
and God the Son, worked together in 
pertect unison although they are sepa· 
rate personalities. 

Verse 4. A careful attention to the 
language of this book, will show us 
that John was especially impressed 
with the. divine character of Christ, 


