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mentioned in the beginning ot this in
troduction for their fulfillment. One 
more r emark that should be made be
fore taking up the several verses Is 
that the various chapters and events 
ot the book are not always chronolog
ical as to the years of their occurrence. 
Attention will be called to any such 
variation as each case comes up wher
ever it is thought necessary tor clear
ness. 

Verse 1. Third year should be con
sidered in connection with 2 Kings 24: 
}, It seems that Jehoiakim had formed 
some kind of mutual agreement with 
Babylon but that he broke that r ela
tionship after three years. That 
brought Nebuchadne2zar against J eru. 
salem with an army and that was the 
beginning of the "first captivity" 
WhICh means the first s tage of the 
noted 70'year exile. In J eremiah 25: 1 
this event is said to have occurred in 
the fourth year of Jehol akim, which 
might be confusing at first thought. 
However, it a thing takes place at the 
end of a man's third year, it could be 
thought of as as happening in bls 
fourth year since the term third and 
fourth are just that indefinite in their 
force. 

Verse 2. The Lord, gave shows 
that Nebuchadnezzal"s advance against 
Jerusalem was by the deCree of God. 
The account in 2 Kings 24: 3, 4 gOes 
farther thun this verse and te11s why 
it was done, that it was because ot 
the sins that the nation had com
mitted. This event was not intended 
to cause the complete ruin of JerUsa
lem, for it says that the king of Baby
lon took part of the vessels of the 
Lord's house with him. 

Verse a. The first kin{J means Nebu
chadnezzar and the next is Jehoiaklm. 
A8'hpenaz was an important servant 
under the king of Babylon, whose spe
cific dULY was to ovel'see the other 
servants or any others who might be
come subject to the king. This man 
was told by his master to bring from 
Jersalem to Babylon some of the kino's 
seed. That does not mean exclusively 
his bodily offspring, for we shall see 
that others were taken. But it in
cludes men near the king within the 
royal family, and also some of his 
princes which means outs tanding men 
in his service. 

Verse 4. The terms Chaldeans and 
Babylonians may be used interchange
ably for all practical purposes, al· 
though the latter is nowhere used 1n 
the bool( of Daniel For the informa
tion of the readers I shall quote from 

three works of reference: "The Cha]
deans were a Semitic [descended from 
Shem] people who passed into Baby
lonia from the south, and occupied the 
whole seacoast region of South Baby· 
Ionia." - Funk and WagnalIs, New 
Standard Bible Dictionary, article 
Chaldea. "In the Old Testament, from 
the time of Jeremiah and the e5tab. 
It shment of the new Babylonian Em· 
pire under Nabopolassar and Nebu· 
chadnezzar, the terms Chaldeans and 
ChaJdees denote the inhabitants of 
Babylonia, or the subjects of the Baby
lonian Empire." - Schaff-Herzog En
cyclopaedia, article Chnldeans. "It ap
pears that the Chaldeans were in the 
earliest times merely one out of the 
many CUshite tribes inhabiting the 
great alluvial plain known a!terwards 
as Chaldea or Babylonia. Their special 
seat was probably that southern por
tion of the country which is found to 
have so late retained the name ot 
Chaldea. In process of time, as the 
](aldi grew in power, their name grad
ually prevailed over those ot other 
tribes inhabiting the country; and by 
the era of the .Jewish captivity it had 
begun to be used generally for all the 
inhabitants of Babylonia. It appears 
that while, both in Assyria and in 
later Babylonia, the Shemitic type of 
speech prevailed fOr civil purposes, the 
ancient Cushlte dialect was retained, 
as a learned language far sctentific 
and religious literature. This is no 
doubt the 'learning' and the 'tongue' 
to which reference is made in the book 
of Daniel, 1: 4. The Chaldeans were 
r eally the learned class; they were 
priests, magicians or astronomers, and 
in the last of the three capacities they 
probably effected [accomplished] dis
coveries of great importance. In later 
times they seem to have degenerated 
into mere fortune-tellers." - Smith's 
BIble Dictionary, article, Chaldeans. 
When considering the subject tram a 
political or national standpoint the 
two terms are used interchangeably 
and I trust the reader will keep that 
truth in mind. When some special 
personal characteristics are under con
sideration, the Chaldeans will be 
spoken 01 as a distinct group of peo
ple. Hence in this verse we see the 
reference to these speCial subjects 
wh ich Nebuchadnezzar wished to de
velop in the lives of the Jews who had 
been selected out from the general 
population In Jerusalem. The mental 
qualifications were not the only points 
the king wished these Jews to have. 
Their bodies were to be without blem
ish and they were to be well favored. 
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The last word is from MARER which 
Strong defines, "A view (the act of 
seeing); also an appearance (the 
thing seen) I whether (real) a shape 
(especially if handsome, comeliness; 
often plural the looks), or (mental) 
a vision." The Babylonian king in· 
structed his chief servant to select 
some Jews who already possessed these 
traits of mind and body. then he pur
posed to develop them further by a 
schedule of special diet. 

Verse 5. The schedule as to their 
bodies consisted of a special provision 
of food and drink taken out of the 
store that was brought in for the 
king's personal use. Having been se
lected for the special use of the mon
arch, these articles of diet were sup
posed to possess unusual qualities for 
the developing of bodily strength and 
appearance. This schedule was to be 
followed for three years after which 
the men were to be Presented to the 
king for his approval. 

Verse 6. This verse tells us that 
Daniel was taken to Babylon at the 
"first captivity," that means the first 
stage of the noted 70-year exile. 

Verse 7. This prince of the eunuchs 
must have been allowed a considerable 
amount of authority, for he took the 
liberty of changing the names of Dan
iel and his three companions, or at 
least of giving them names in addition 
to the ones they had. These compan
ions of Daniel are the familiar "Three 
Hebrew Children" who are so often 
referred to in the stories of heroes of 
the Bible. 

Verse 8. Daniel knew that Nebu
chadnezzar was an idolater and that 
a portion of the royal provisions was 
given over to consecrate the idol in 
connection with the feasts. FOr this 
reason his conscience would not con
sent for him to take part in the false 
religion by accepting the food. He re
quested the prince to be · excused from 
partaking. 

Verse 9. The prince of the eunuchs 
was responsible for the development 
of these specially-chosen men, and he 
would naturally be unwilling to grant 
to Daniel the exemption requested. 
But God took a hand in the matter 
and caused him to have a tender love 
for Daniel which led him at least to 
be personally disposed to favor him. 

Verse 10. Sort means age, and the 
prince was fearful lest Daniel should 
not look as well as the others of his 
age if he were permitted to abstain 
from the diet provided for him. Of 

course that would endanger the life of 
the man who was made responsible for 
the welfare of the prisoners allotted to 
him. He made this protest to Daniel 
who was reasonable enough to see the 
position the prince was in, and he 
seems to have said nothing more to 
him on that matter. 

Verse 11. But the prince of the eu
nuchs had placed the actual work of 
providing the food in charge of a 
steward named Melzar. As far as the 
record informs us, the prince of the 
eunuchs saw no more of Daniel and 
his companions until the time for 
their appearance before the king. He 
left the task of serving the food to thIs 
steward Melzar. 

Verse 12. Daniel's proposition was 
fair to all parties concerned, for, re
gardless of the success or failure of 
the diet he requested, it could not have 
any ill effect that would show up after 
three years. On the other hand, his 
faith in his God was so strong he was 
certain that such a period would be 
sufficient to bring about the desired 
e:IIect. It might be asked if the Lord 
could not have accomplished the same 
result in one day. True, he could have 
done so, but had the transformaUon 
been made in one day, the steward 
would have known that it was not the 
effect of the diet, and that would have 
caused an investigation which might 
have interfered with Daniel's plans. 
And yet a period of ten days would be 
enough to expect some results from 
the schedule of diet used. Pulse Is 
sometimes defined as seeds of any 
kind of vegetables, and in some lexi
cons it is defined simply as a vegetable 
food. Since the heathen always used 
animals in their sacrifices, Daniel 
knew he would be safe if his diet was 
restricted to vegetables. 

Verse 13. Daniel was willing to 
leave the decision to the steward. At 
the end of the ten-day period he was 
to compare the countenances (from 
same word as "favoured" in verse 4) 
of him and his three companions with 
those who ate of the king's food. 

Verse 14. The steward agreed to the 
test proposed by Daniel. 

Verse 15. As it was doubtless ex
pected by the reader, the test came out 
as Daniel wished. One word in the 
definition for fatter is "plump," and 
fairer means "beautiful." I am sure 
the reader will give the Lord full 
credit for this favorable experience 
of the four faithful Hebrews. It was 
an instance of the assurance God had 
given, that while all citizens of Judah 
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had to share in the national calamity 
ot the captivity. the individuals who 
were righteous wou1d be given special 
favors from God even though they 
were in a strange land. The apparent 
disagreement of some statements on 
this subject Is explained in a long note 
given with comments on 2 Kings 22: 
17, in value 2 of this Commentary. 

Verse 16. Seeing the results of the 
test, Melzar r emoved the food that had 
been taken from the ktng's supplies, 
and permitted Daniel to continue with 
his vegetable diet throughout the pe
riod of three years that was appointed 
by the king for the test. 

Verse 17. In acquiring the physical 
developments desired the four children 
could co-operate with God since it in
cluded the partaking of food. In the 
mental advancement they had no op
portunity for their Own activity be
cause they were being put through the 
trial to test out their appearance in 
body. But God wished them to be as 
well qualified In mind as in body when 
the time or their appearance before 
the king arrived, hence He gave them 
all those talents as a direct gUt. 

Verse 18. Erut of the days means 
after three years (verse 5). It was 
then time for tbe prince of the eu
nuchs to act since be was next to the 
king with regard to his rank as a ser
vant. Accordingly he brought Daniel 
and his three companions before Nebu
chadnezzar for his otHcial "review." 

Verse 19. The kino communed with 
them indicates that Nebuchadnezzar 
was not Interested only in the bodily 
appearance of bis captives, tor that 
could have been observed without any 
conversation. T his communication 
proved to the king that Daniel and his 
companions excelled a ll the others who 
appeared before him, 

Verse 20. There is very little ditrer
ence between the meaning of wisdom 
and understanding. The latter could 
be regarded as know ledge and the 
former as the ability to use the knowl· 
edge rIghtly. Like the two words itali
cized above, the words l'Iwyicians and 
astrologers differ very little in their 
meaning. They both refer to persons 
who pretend to acquire knowledge of 
the past, present and future by the rel
ative position or the stars either to 
each other, or to men and things on 
the earth. The wIsdom manifested by 
Daniel and his tree companions was 
ten times better than that possessed 
by all the so·called wIse men of Baby~ 
Ion. 

Verse 21. Oontinued. is from HAYAH 
which Strong defines, "To exist, i.e. 
be or become. come to pass," The verse 
means that Daniel lived to see the end 
of the Babylonian captivity, not that 
he did not Ilve any longer . It is signifi· 
cant that the man who was among the 
first to be taken to Babylon, and who 
gave prophecjes that they would finally 
be released, should live to see the ful
fillment of that prediction. It was in 
the first year 01 king Cyrus thnt the 
Jews were released (Ezra 1: 1·4). 

DANIEL 2 
Verse 1. Paul saya that God spoke 

in times past to the fathers by the 
prophets (Hebrews 1: l) and that He 
did it at sundry Urnes and in diverse 
manners. And we also know that He 
deli vered messages to heathen men by 
dreams and vIsions and various Signs, 
Thus we now have an instance at it 
in this chapter, and the king of Baby
lon is the person who was caused to 
have a dream. This date is definitely 
given, the seeond year ot the king's 
reign wllich was also the second year 
of the Jewish captivity. A dream comes 
to a man in his sleep, but this verse 
says that Nebuchadnezzar's sleep brake 
!r011t,. hiTII,.. The situation is under
standable, far the dream caused him 
to awaken, and its mystifying char· 
acter so worked him up that he was 
unable to go to sleep again. What 
added to his worries was the tact that 
he could not even recall the dream, 
much less understand tt8 meaning. 

Verse 2, As was usual!n such cases, 
the king called tor bis so-called wise 
men to help him out of hIs confusion, 
Among them the Cbaldeans are named 
in a way that indicates they were a 
special class of men, See the com· 
ments on chapter 1 : 4 tor information 
concerning them. The first objeet in 
calling (Or these wise men was that 
they might shew the king l tis dreams 
because he had forgotten them. 

Verse 3. With the preceding verse 
in view we understand that know the 
drean~s here means to be told what 
he dreamed. This is indicated also hy 
a statement in verse 5. 

Verse 4. Syria(; was similar to the 
language spoken by the J ews, and was 
the common tongue of the court ot 
Babylon. ThIs explains why the wise 
men used it when speaking to Nebu
chadnezzar. They made what they 
doubtless thought was a reasonable 
statement. that if the king would tell 
them his dream they could give the 
interpretation of it. 
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Verse 5, But the wise men were not 
to get off so easily, for they were de
manded to tell the king both the 
dream and its interpretation. The 
word dunghill occurs 6 times in the 
Old Testament, and when used figura
tively means a foul or corrupt con
dition. 

Verse 6. These gifts and rewards are 
not to be regarded in the light of 
bribes, but as legitimate returns for 
services rendered. These men were 
subjects of the king and any assis
tance they could give towards clearing 
up the confusion their master was 
undergoing would be proper and would 
entitle them to some reward. 

Verse 7. The men could only repeat 
their statement of verse 4. 

Verse 8, Gain is from ZEBAN, which 
Strong defines, "To acquire by pur
chase." These men had nothing of pur
chasing power or value by which liter
ally to obtain more time, so we know 
the word is used figuratively. The ex
planation is in the closing words of 
the verse, because ye see the thing is 
{}One from me. In the hope that the 
king's memory would finally return 
and he could recall the dream, they 
kept repeating their suggestion as a 
means of gaining more time. 

Verse 9. Tell me the dream, and 1 
shall know. The logic of Nebuchad
nezzar was correct, for if these men 
possessed the superhuman knowledge 
they professed to have, it would have 
been as easy to recall the dream as to 
interpret it. If there was any differ
ence it would have been easier, since 
the dream was something that had al
ready occurred while the interpreta
tion was in the future. This consider
ation led the king to doubt the sin
cerity of all their pretensions of being 
wise men in the sense that term was 
used, and it 8hm'led him their reason 
for seeking more time. which is the 
meaning of till the time be changed. 
But one decree means that no change 
would be made in the decree that was 
threatened in verse 5. 

Verse 10. The statements the wise 
men made to the king were true, but 
they disproved their claims to being 
possessed with superhuman knowledge. 
It is true that no mere normal man 
can reveal that which is unknown Or 
hid from humanity, but the Chaldeans 
prOfessed to be superhuman beings as 
to their knowledge. 

Verse 11. The statements of these 
Chaldeans shows they believed in the 
existence of invisible, supernatural be-

ings who did not live among men. It 
indicates also that these gods pos
sessed knowledge that was never 
transmitted to men, for they claimed 
to have knowledge that ordinary men 
did not have. The gist of the verse is 
that the king was asking something 
that was impossible even of men pos
sessing superhuman talents. 

Verse 12. However, such a conclu
sion rested only on the assertion of 
these men, for no authority was cited 
for limiting the extent to which these 
gods could transmit their knowledge 
to men if they saw fit to do so, hence 
there was no valid excuse for the fail
ure of these Chaldeans. The king evi· 
dently saw this point and concluded 
that the so-called wise men were 
frauds as a class and decided to de
stroy them all. 

Verse 13. Wise tnen was a term that 
designated all men who were looked 
upon as belonging in the group pos
sessing special talents pertaining to 
the mind. That is why the eXecutioner 
of the king's decree Sfrltg,ht Daniel and 
his fellows, knowing they had been 
pronounced even by the king himself 
as belonging in such a class (chapter 
1: 19. 20)_ 

Verse 14. The executioner found 
Daniel and informed him of the king's 
decree. Daniel would have been help
less had he tried to resist the actions 
of the Officer, and it would also have 
been helpless had he tried to resist the 
actions of the officer, and it would also 
have been foolish to use any rash Ian· 
gUage to him, especially since the exe
cuConer had no choice in the matter. 
Instead of such a course, Daniel spoke 
with counsel and wisdom, which is de
fined in the lexicon as "prudence" and 
"judgment." 

Verse 15. So far the executioner had 
only announced to Daniel the decree 
of death with which he was provided 
as he contacted him and his three 
companions. Hasty is from CIIATSAPH 

and Strong defines it, "A primitive 
root; properly to shear or cut close; 
figuratively to be severe." This is what 
shows Daniel's good judgment in his 
speech to the captain. He did not raise 
any question as to the authority of the 
king, nor as to \vhether none of the 
so-called wise men were guilty ot 
death. He only asked why the decree 
was so severe or sweeping in its deci· 
sion to slay all the wise men. This 
question induced the executioner to 
tell Daniel the particulars of the situa
t:ion that ended with the wholesale 
death sentence from the king. 
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Verse 16. Having learned that dIs
appointment at failure to obtain the 
interpretation of h is dream was the 
real cause of the king's action, Daniel 
requested him to gtve bim the oppor· 
tunity and he wou.ld get the desi red in
formation fOl' him. This request of 
Daniel produced Q. " stay of execution" 
for a while. 

Verse 17. W ent to his ·house, and 
-made the thing lenown. This indicates 
that Daniel and his three companions 
lived together, or at least were to
gether much of the time. That would 
be a fair conclusion since they were 
such close ,companjons in tribulation 
as we shall see in later chapters of 
this book. 

Verse 18. The purpose of t elling his 
companions ot the situation was that 
they unite with him in prayer to God. 
It is good to observe that his personal 
safety was not the first consideration 
as a motive (or the prayer, but that 
God would give him information con
cerning the secret of the king's dream 
to r elieve the tension bolding him. 
Their escape from the threatened de
struction was the next purpose of their 
prayer. 

Verse 19. After this pra.yer service 
Daniel retired for the night, and God 
answered the prayer in a vision. (See 
Hebrews 1: 1.) The prophet was grate
ful and blessed the God of Heaven for 
the vision. This Is another instance 
discussed in the note cited at chapter 
1: 15. 

Verse 20. This verse cantinues Dan
iel's prayer ot thanksgiving for the 
favor of Gad in giving him the infor
mation asked tor. He attributes all 
wistunn and mioht to God, and that is 
more significant than might be re
alized at first thought. 'Visdom would 
quaUfy Him to formulate decrees and 
might would furnish the ability to do 
them. 

Verse 21. Times is from Jlln.\N which 
Strong defines. "A set time," and sea
sons is [rom ZEMAN which is defined. 
"An appointed occasion." It indicates 
control over periods and arrangements 
that are supposed to be fixed. The 
right and ability to r eplace one king 
with another was shown in the his
tories of the books of Samuel and 
Kings. Wisdom to the 1U"ise means that 
God will favor those who show their 
appreciation for and the judgment to 
use more wisdom; the same thought is 
in the words knowledge and under
standing as to God's dispensing or 
them to men. 

Verse 22. The gIst of this verse is 
that there is nothing that Is hid trom 
the knowledge of God, hence he is 
able to expose all secrets. 

Verse 23. This verse sums up the 
powers and favors of God. 1n giving to 
Daniel the revelation of the matter 
that was t roubling the king. 

Verse 24. Daniel was now ready to 
make good his wOI'd to. the king. He 
got in contact with Ar10ch who was 
the king's captain and who was the 
one to execute the death sentence on 
the wise men. The unselfishness or Dan
iel is shown by his desire to save all 
the wise men of Babylon. He re
quested a hearing before the king 
which he expected to be arranged 
through the services of the captain. 

Verse 25. The meeting was arranged 
without delay and the captaln brought 
Daniel into the presence of the king. 
He was introduced as one ar the Ju
dean capti ves who had the abiHty to 
interpret the king's dream. 

Verse 26. In chapter 1 : 20 Is a state
ment that might seem to have made 
the inquiry of the present verse un
necessary. However, tha t other occa
sion only pertained to matters sup· 
posed to be within the mental qualifi
cations of magicians or astrologers 
and ChaIdeans, and the king had been 
told that they were not able to solve 
such a problem as the present situa
tion presented. Now comes this Daniel 
,"vho. though found in the first inter
view \vith hIm to exceed the other 
wise men, was yet In theIr classifica
tion. Hence it was consistent to ask 
him the questions of the present verse. 

Verse 27. In his answer to. the king, 
Daniel confirmed the statements of the 
Chaldeans related in verses 10 and 11, 
but which did not explain the incon
sistency in the pre tensions or the wise 
men to hig h abUities r egarding mys· 
terious subjects. 

Verse 28. Daniel is about to tuUUl 
his promise to the king that he would 
give him the a nswer to his Problem. 
But before doing SO he makes it clear 
that it will not be through his ability 
as a saothsayer. It is to be through 
the wisdom of God in h eaven that the 
vision is to be recalled and explained. 

Verse 29. Thy thought's eame upon 
thy beef, Signifies that Nebuchadnezzar 
had not seen some image or statue 
somewhere among the works of men. 
lt was all a mental picture that came 
to him while asleep and bence was not 
a material one. 

Verse 30. When God revealed this 
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great secret to Daniel it was not in 
recognition of any special talents he 
already possessed; in t r uth, it was Dot 
for any personal consideration of Dan
tel at all. The word t,heir is not au
thorized by the origina l and it is in 
the way of the propel' rendering of 
the passage. The American Standard 
Version translates the passage, "But 
to the intent that the interpretation 
may be made known to the king," and 
Moffatt's translation and others agree 
with this rendering, 

Verse 31. Daniel w111 first recall the 
vision to the king then tell him the 
interpretation. Image is from TREtJ<~M 
which Strong defin es, "An idolatrous 
figure." It was appropriate for the 
Lord t o use such an object for the 
present purpose since Nebucbadnezzar 
was a worshiper of idols. Brightness 
has been rendered a.lso by "counte
nance," and excellent is defined in the 
lexicon by "preeminent." It means 
that the image had an imposing ap
pearance. Form is from a word that 
means "appearance," and terrib le 
means to be dangerous or threatening. 
This image witb its various parts rep
resen ted the four world empires de
scribed or figurized by the "tour living 
creatures" in Ezekiel 1 namely, Baby
lonian, Merlo·Persian, Macedonian and 
Roman. In our present chapter t he 
Lord saw fit to represent the four gov
ernments by a giant of mixed mate
rials in hIs bodily composition. 

Verse 32. Three of the world em
pires are represented in this verse, us· 
ing the image down as far as the 
thighs, which wUl be shown when Dan
iel comes with his interpretation at the 
whole vision. 

Verse 33. This verse is very brief, 
making only a short mention of the 
materi als composing the remainder of 
the image, which we shall learn rep· 
resents the fourth and last of the 
world empires to which rererence has 
been made in verse 31. 

Verse 34. The speech of Daniel is 
still about his recalling what the king 
saw in his dream. After the image 
stood before Nebuchadnezzar until its 
impression of terrible greatness was 
fastened upon him, another subject 
mysteriously appeared on the scene. 
A stone was cut Qut, and verse 45 sup
plies the word mountain which wlll 
be explained at that place. This s tone 
was cut out 'Wi thou.t hands which also 
will be commented upon when we 
come to studying the interpretation of 
the vision by Daniel. We w1ll observe 
only at present that the stone smote 

the image on his feet and broke them; 
more will be said on that later. 

Verse 35. The immediate effect ot 
the smiting on the feet by this stOlle 
was the crushing of the entire image 
into powder. It was not only crushed 
to pieces, but the fragments were 
blown out of sight as chaff is blown 
away. SU-1Ji-mer threshi11{/flooTS has 
reference to an ancient method or 
threshing grain. The whole straw was 
piled on the floor in the path of the 
wind. It was beaten with a Hail or 
t rodden by oxen until the grain was 
torced out of the hull and the whole 
m ass was a mixtUre of grain and chaff. 
Then it was scooped up and tossed into 
the air by an instrument called a. win
nowing shovel (called "fan" in Mat· 
thew 3: 12). The passing breeze blew 
the chaff away because it was light, 
and the grain, being heavier. fell back 
to the ground to be recovered for use 
or to be stored. It should be noted that 
after this attack was made by the 
stone, it enlarged until it filled the 
whole earth. 

Verse 36. Interpretation is from an 
original word which Strong defines 
with the simple phrase, "An interpre
ta tion," and neither is it rendered by 
a ny other word in the King James ver· 
sion of the Bible. 

Verse 37. The descrIption which 
Daniel gives or Nebuchadnezzar Is ror 
the purpose ot showing why he should 
be r epresented by the most valuable 
of the materials. King Of k-vngs means 
not only that he is king over other 
ru lers, but the phrase has the torce of 
an adjective to describe the greatness 
or his power. God. Of heaven hath given 
thee means that the greater power of 
Nebuchadnezzar was not solely by his 
personal achievements, but that It was 
the divine will that he be a great 
ruler. Neither should we conclude that 
it was in reward tor bis personal 
merit . for th is king was an idolater 
and a wicked man who had' to be hum· 
bled severely later. But the Almighty 
bad a great scheme or the ages that 
called for the existence of such a mono 
arch. 

Verse 38. WJ~eresoever ... men 
dwell is what justifies the term "world 
power" that has been ascribed to 
Nebuchadnezzar and his dominions. 
Beasts . .. fowls ... i 'nto thine hanft. 
It helps to arrive at the meaning of a 
statement to learn first what it does 
not mean, especially it some explana· 
tion has previously been offered that 
may be incorrect. A popular theory is 
t hat when man s inned, God deprived 
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him of his dominion over the beasts of 
the field that was given bim in Gene
sis 1: 28, and that it was renewed on 
behalf of this king. But such a theory 
is disproved by Genesis 9: 2 where the 
same dominion is given to man which 
was after the "fall of man." Also, 
James 3: 7 declares that "every kind 
of beasts .. and serpents . . . is 
tamcrt of mankind," and that was in 
the days of the writer, many centuries 
after the sin of Adam. So by the pro· 
cess of elimination, the theory men
tioned must be rejected which will 
require us to look fOr another explana
tion. The reasonable conclusion is that 
while God gave man the right to rule 
O\'er the beasts and birds, the extent 
of that power was not specified. Hence 
our verse means that Nebuchadnezzar 
was given that dominion to a complete 
degree, It is an indication of the com
plete eo·operation that this heatben 
king enjoyed- with the many units of 
his vast domain. Thou ort this head 
of gold includes Nebuchadnezzar and 
his kingdom. for when Daniel goeS on 
to the next divIsion of the Image be 
says "another kingdom." whiCh shows 
that an absolute monarch and his 
dominions are one unit. 

Verse 39. This verse introduces 
briefly the two world powers that suc
ceeded Nebuchadnezzar. The flrst is 
mentioned Simply as one interior to 
thee [Nebuchadnezzarl. and the next 
the prophet calls a kingdon~ 0/ brass. 
and he says it was to bear rule over 
all the earth which is the reason it is 
designated as a "WOrld empire" in his
tory. By referring to C{)mrnents on 
verse 31 the reader will see that this 
kingdom 0/ brass was the Macedonian. 
otherwise called the Greek. We have 
seen in a number of instances the ad
vantage of clUng secular history by 
way of explaining and corroborating 
the statements of the scriptures, and 
I shall do that here on the statement 
that the third kingdom was one of 
brass. "After Psammetichus [an Egyp
tian ruler] had passed some years 
there. waiting a favorable opportunity 
to revenge himselt for the afl'ront 
which had been put upon him. a cour
ier brought his advice. that brazen 
men had landed in Egypt. These were 
Grecian soldiers, Carians and Ionians, 
wbo bad been cast upon the coast of 
Egypt by a storm, and were completely 
covered with helmets, cuirasses. and 
other arms ot brass," - Rollin's An
cient History. volume 1, page 223. 
"Knowing. then, that he [Psammeti
chus] had been exceedingly injured by 
them. he entertained the design of 

avenging himself on his persecutors; 
and when he sent to the city of Buto 
to consult the oracle of Latona, wh{'.re 
is the truest oracle that the Egyptians 
have. an answer carne. 'that vengeance 
would come from the sea, when men 
of brass should appear.' He. however, 
was very incredulous that men of 
brass would come to assist him. But 
when no long time had elapsed. stress 
of weather compelled some Ionians 
and Cartans [Greek soldiers], who had 
sailed out fOr the purpose of piracy. to 
bear away to Egypt ; and when they 
had disembarked and were clad In 
brazen armour, went to the marshes 
to Psammetichus, and told him that 
men of brass, having arrived from the 
sea, were ravaging the plains. He per· 
ceiving thnt the oracle was accom
plished, treated these Ionians and Ca
rians in a friendly manner. and having 
promised them great tbings. persuaded 
them to join with him."-Herodotus. 
Book 2. seetion 151. 

Verse 40, The fourth and last one 
of the world kingdoms was the Roman 
Empire which Daniel describes as be
ing strong as iron. This does not refer 
to the extent of territorial pOSition, fOr 
all four ot' the kingdoms in the gen
eral prediction wer e to be known as 
world powers. The characteristic of 
iron attributed to the fourth one per
tains to its power, On this point I 
sball quote a. paragraph from an au
thentic work of reterence: "The last 
ot the Old World empires was the one 
ha ving its capital on the seven hills of 
Rome. Like most of the others, it was 
the dominion of a single city; but, un
like others. it represented the con· 
quests, not of a single conquering 
king, as Nebuchadnezzar or Cyrus. but 
ot a SELF-GQVERNL"G AND L'()~QUF..1UNO 
l·L.;OPLE; and, unlike its predecessors. it 
was not a loose aggregation of states, 
ready to fall apart as soon as the hand 
that fettered them was r emoved, but 
an empire, carefully welded together, 
building up in every land its own civil
ization. and developing a national 
unity which held its possessions to
gether for a thousand years."-Rand
McNally Bible AUas. Edward Gibbon. 
author of The Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire says of it. "The fron
tie rs of that extensive monarchy were 
guarded by ancient reno l\ n and dis· 
cipllned valor. The gentle but POWEB
FCL influence of laws and manners had 
gradually cemented the uniOn of the 
provinces. "-Chapter 1. The above es
Umates by the authentic writers fully 
justify the prediction of Daniel that 
the fourth kingdonl was to be strong 
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as irott., and that it would be abJe to 
break -in Pieces the elements of r esis
tance which might be encountered by 
1t in the world. 

Verse 41. The Lord selected the 
form of a giant man for the imagery 
of this prediction in the vision of 
Nebuchadnezzar because it would 
serve certain features of the subject 
better. In proceeding along that line 
we observe a being with ten toes which 
represents something that was a part 
ot the Roman Empire. It re fers to ten 
of the prominent governmental units 
that were incorporated within the Em
pire and that formed a great part of 
its strength. I shall reserve the more 
detailed comments on these ten gov
ernments until we reach the 7th chap
ter of this book. ShaU be divided. does 
not mean organic or bodily division, 
but was to be composed ot two ele
ments. 

Verse 42. 1.'his verse is much the 
same as the preceding one, but it adds 
the statement that the mixture of clay 
wllh the iron will cause the kingdom 
to be partly broken. That is from 
TEBAR and Strong's definition is, "To 
be fragile," That justifies the render· 
ing ot "brittle" that is in the margin 
ot some Bibles, and Morratt's version 
renders it by t he same word. The 
thought is that, while the presence of 
iron will make the kingdom strong, 
the mixtUre of clay will force it to 
have within itself the elements of 
weakness that will eventually cause it 
to talL 

Verse 43. Mixed, and mingle both are 
derived from a word that Strong de
fl.n es, "A primitive root; to braid, Le., 
intermix; technically to traffic (as it 
by barter); also to give or be security 
(as a kind ot exchange; to com· 
mingle." Cleave is trom DEDAQ which 
the same lexicon defines, "To stick to." 
Set;;d ot men is from an original that 
means human posterity, indicating 
that the "mingling" predicted was to 
be some human relationship, whether 
by business and political aSSOCiation, 
or by intermarriage. The above pre
dictions are fully carried out in the 
vast historical field pertaining to the 
Roman Empire, It can be seen that 
the Roman government and institu· 
tional life was infiltrated through the 
civilized world even in cases wh~re the 
people did not surrender their per
sonal traits. On the other hand, the 
Romans were also averse to losing 
their patriotic identity although they 
were striving to enlarge the power of 
Rome through the means of coloniz..'1.-

tlon. Hence we read in Acts 16: 21 a 
complaint against the Jews because 
they "Teach customs, which are not 
lawful tor us to receive, neither to ob
serve, being Romans." In other wordS, 
the Roman Empire was eager to en
large its borders by any means that 
would accomplish that purpose. That 
included war, colonization, political 
and commercial tratHc, and marriage. 
But so particular was the empire to 
retain its own inherent character that 
the above relationships did not result 
in a genuine fusion or merging to
gether of all the personalities that pro
fessed to embrace the Roman cause. 
This created an element of weakness 
that was destined finally to result in 
the decay of the empire, 

Verse 44. A question that is suscep
tible of two answers calls for the con· 
s ideration of both. The8e kitlgs could 
menn those represented by the ten 
toes, or the entire tour kingdoms rep· 
resented by the giant man considered 
as 3. whole. Both would be correct, but 
the first is more speCific a[nce it was 
literally in course ot the ten smaller 
diviSions of the Roman Empire that 
the event occurred just here being pre· 
dicted. One very important item 
wbich must not be overlooked is that 
the mentioned event was to take pla.ce 
\"hile the Roman Empire was in its 
full power, not after it ceased to be. 
The great event consisted or the set
ting up of another kingdom, and its 
character is indicated by the fact that 
the Goa Of hea1:'en was to set it up, 
whereas the four world powers of the 
image had been set up by man. It 
would seem scarcely necessary to state 
that this institution that was to be 
set up Is the churCh or kingdom of 
Ch r ist. set up by the God ot heaven 
a nd deli vered to His well beloved Son. 
Not left to other people was said in 
contrast with these kingdoms of the 
image, concerning which it was said 
that one was to come atter the other, 
and history shows that was accom
plished by the one in power being 
gi ven over to another. The kingdom of 
Christ will have no successor and 
hence it will stand forever. Break in 
pieces and COfLSltmc all these king
doms. Note that it was to des troy all 
TUJ::SE kingdoms, not jus t destroy king
doms. True that is a distinction of 
only one word, but there is a vast 
amount of meaning in the distinction, 
for without it the prediction would be 
that all temporal governments were to 
be overthrown by the kingdom of 
Christ. That not only is not the pre· 
diction here, but it would contradict 
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the teaching ot the New Testament. 
'Vilhout taking space by quoting the 
many lines that are in point. I shall 
cite references that prove beyond any 
doubt that Christ endorses and expects 
man to have his own governments and 
that His servants are to be in subjec
tion thereto. (See Romans 13: 1·6; 1 
Timothy 2: 1-3.) It is an unavoidable 
conclusion that God would not ask His 
servants to pray for an institution if 
the very one of which those servants 
are members was divinely intended to 
destroy the one to be prayed for, But 
the key thought in the noted passage 
is that the kingdom that God was to 
set up would destroy the,!;e kingdoms, 
which means it WQu1d bring about the 
end ot world-wide empires such ns the 
four represented by the giant man. 
Neither does it mean that the church 
would destroy such empires by a di· 
rect and arbi trary attack on the very 
existence at sucb governments, but it 
was to accomplish that end through 
the principles at individua l responsi
bility, and the lnherent right of all 
human beings to have a part in their 
own government, that were to be 
taught by this kingdom of God and 
Christ. In proportion as men received 
this teaching thus offered to them 
through the kingdom which the God 
of heaven set up, they were to see that 
world-powers with their stifling of in
dividual rights were improper and 
they would rebel against them, which 
would result 1n their overthrow. Such 
was the prediction Which Daniel made 
and it was fulfilled according to his
tory and other authentic Sources to 
which the attention ot the reader is 
next invited. I shall first make a quo
tation from Myers' Ancient History 
(page 495) to show the 1nfluence that 
Christiani ty had on the Roman Em
pire. " I t was in the midst of the r eign 
of Tiberius that, in a remote province 
of the Roman EmJ)ire. the Saviour was 
crucified. Animated by an unparalleled 
missionary spirit, his followers trav
ersed the length and breadth ot the 
empire, preaching everywhere the 
'glad tidings.' Men 's faith in the gods 
of the old mythologies, the softening 
and liberalizing influence of Greek 
culture, the unification at the whole 
Civilized world under a single govern
ment, the widespread suffering and the 
inexpressible weariness of the op
pressed and servile ciasses,-ull these 
things had prepared the soil tor the 
seed at the new doctrines. In less than 
three centuries the pagan empire had 
become Christian not only in name but 
also very largely in tact. This conver-

sion of Rome is one of the most im
portant events in all history. A new 
element is here introduced Jnto civili· 
zaHon, an element which bas given 
color and character to tbe history at 
all succeeding centuries." The next 
historical Information will be from 
Edward Gibbon, author of Ule famous 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em
pire. Gibbon was an infidel and would 
not write anyth ing with the motive at 
corroborating the scriptUres. But he 
was an authentic historian, and any 
testimony that comes from him that is 
favorable to the cla ims of the Bible 
will be valuable. Tn the first para
graph of his great history is the fol
lowing statement: "During a happy 
period of more than tourscore years. 
the public administration was con
ducted by the virtue and abIlities of 
Nerva, Trtljan. Hadrian. and the two 
Antonines. It Is the design at tWa, 
and of the two succeeding chapters, to 
describe the prosperous condition of 
their empire; and afterwards, from 
the death of Marcus AntoniUS, to de. 
duce the most important Circumstances 
01 its decline and fall; a r evolution 
which w1ll ever be r emembered, and 
Is still felt by the nations of the 
earth ." (Emphasis mine, E .M.Z.) My 
purpose in this quotation is to show 
that the succeeding chapters of Gib
bon's WOrk are histories at facts that 
he regarded as causes of the fall of 
the Roman Empire, the event that 
Daniel said was foreshown by the 
dream of Nebuchadnezzar. Among the 
causes of that "decline and tall," Gib
bon devotes two lengthy chaPters (15 
and 16) to the "Progress ot the Chris
tian Religlon," and "The Conduct of 
the Roman Government Towards the 
Christians." Tbe mere fact at his de
voting these t .. 0 chapters to an end 
which he d::clares is to show the causes 
of the fall of the Roman Empire Is 
very Significant, and impresses us with 
the truth of Daniel 's prediction. How. 
ever, I deem it helpful to quote tram 
the first paragraph of the 15th chap
ter: "A candid but rational inquiry 
in to the progress and establishment of 
Christianity may be considered as a 
very essential part of the history at 
the Roman empire. While that great 
body was invaded by open violence, 
or undermined by slow decay. a pUre 
and humble religion gently insinuated 
~tsel! into the minds of men. grew up 
m SIlence and obscurity, derived new 
vigor (rom opposition, and finally 
erected the triumphant banner of the 
Cross on the ruins at the Capitol." In 
the third paragraph ot this 16th chap-
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ter is the following : "Our curiosity is 
naturally prompted to inquire by what 
means the Christian fatth obtained so 
remarkable a victory over the estab
lished religions of the earth. To this 
inquiry an obvious but satisfactorY an
swer may be returned; that it was 
owing to the convincing evidence of 
the doctrine itself. and to the ruling 
providence of its great Author," The 
foregoing citations to history are suf
ficient to show that the principles 
brought to the world through the 
chUrch or kingdo m ot Christ resulted 
in the downfall of the Roman Empire 
as predicted by Daniel. That was the 
fourth of the world-wide empires and 
it was to be the last. Not that no ODe 

would ever desire and try to set up 
another; Napoleon, the German Kaiser 
and Hitler thought they could accom
plish a universal rule, but all of them 
tailed. And any other man or group of 
men who attempt to accomplish such 
a world-wide government are doomed 
to failure. 

Verse 45. M ountain is from TAWR 
and defined in the lexicon, "A rock or 
hill," Stones are otten cut out from 
a bed of rock by some quarry instru· 
ment in the bands ot a workman, but 
this one was seen to be extracted out 
of a bilI of rock and no human worker 
was visible. The thought is intended 
to be a contrast with the kingdoms 
represented by the giant man, which 
were the productions at man, The 
stone and the kingdom that the God 
of heaven was to set up are the same 
inasmuch as it was said of both that 
they were to smite and destroy the 
giant image. Of course the chUrch or 
kingdom of Christ is not a production 
of man, hence it was said to have been 
cut out without (human] hunas. .As 
thOu. sawest was to recall to Nebuchad
nezzar the dream that he had. and 
since Daniel was able to do this, it was 
evidence to the king that the prophet 
knew what he was talking about. That 
constituted the assuranCe that both 
dream and interpretation were decreed 
by the Lord and would prove to be 
Bure, 

Verse 46. It was natural for the 
king to act as the account shows for 
gratitude alone would prompt it. And 
there would not be anything strained 
about his views of propriety seeing he 
had never known any kind of religiOUS 
activities other tuan those belonging 
to idolatry which usually involved 
some priest or other attendant to rep
resent the deity being worshiped. 
Nebuchadnezzar had forgotten his 

dream. but there was nothing to pre
vent him from remembering it after 
Daniel recalled it fOr him. He could 
not know that the prediction would be 
fulfilled, but he could know whether 
the recalling of the dream was cor
rect. He then employed the reasoning 
he had made with the Chaldeans in 
verse 9, and concluded that Daniel was 
a true magician and worthy ot devo
tions. But the record does Dot say that 
he accep ted them, and we are sure he 
did not judging from his conduct at 
other times. Instead, he informed the 
king that it was -not through any su
perior wisdom that he possessed that 
he could explain the situation, but that 
it was by the help of his God. This 
is indicated by the word answered in 
the following verse which is properly 
tranSlated. 

Verse 47, The king then acknowl
edged that Daniel's God was greater 
than all other gods or rulers. That 
meant that He had honored Daniel by 
enabling him to reveal th is secret to 
the king. 

Verse 48. Offering gifts to Daniel 
was on the same prinCiple as those 
promised to the wise men in verse 6 
and was proper. The king was eager 
to do something to show his apprecia
tion for the favor that Daniel had 
shown him. Making him 1'UleT over 
the province of Babylon means he was 
to manage the affairs. even having 
seniority over other managers, but of 
course it would be under the jurisdic
tion of the king. There was a logical 
I'eason for offering such a position to 
him, The monarchs all had need of 
such subordinates in their dominions, 
and Daniel had shown that he pos
sessed great wisdom and was qualified 
and worthy ot such a trust. 

Verse 49. Daniel's unselfishness 
manJfested itself again, and through 
his request the king gave the honor 
to the prophet's three ,companions 
while he was content to remain at the 
court of the palace, ready to perform 
nny service that might be desired, In 
thus passing the honor on to his 
friends Daniel gave a good example of 
the pertormance that Paul teaches in 
Romans 12 : 10, 

DANIEL 3 
Verse 1. We know the events at this 

chapter came after those in the preced
ing one for verse 12 mentions the pro. 
motion of the three companions of 
Daniel, which is recorded in the close 
of that chapter, King Nebuchadnezzar 
was an idolater and continued to be 
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one as long as he lived, as far as our 
information goes. However, he was 
made to know and acknowledge the 
superiority at the God ot heaven mOre 
than once, although he never became 
a worshiper of Him in the complete 
sense. It seems that God wished to 
use him as an instrument by which 
to demonstrate to the world that there 
is one only true God, and that men are 
blessed in proportion as they serve 
Him. That was done in the preceding 
2 chapters, it w1l1 be done in the pres
ent one, and will be done again in 
later chapters. Im..age is from TSELEM 
which Strong defines, "An idolatrous 
figure." Tbis statement in the lexicon 
is all the information we have as to 
the form or appearance of th is image 
outside of what the text says of its 
size and some at its dimensions. We 
may get some usetul suggestions. 
though. from historians and ancient 
writers, both heathen and believers in 
God. Such writers as Herodotus, Au
gustine and Dean Prideaux suggest 
tbat the 60 cubits includes the base 
and pedestal or the image: also that 
the breadth means the dIstance from 
front to back ot the Image, and not 
that tram side to side, and that would 
describe a more likely PrOI)Ortion. The 
image was set up at a place called 
plain of Dura, a place not far from 
Babylon. 

Verse 2. The persons referred to 
were the omcers of various ranks in 
the service of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
their specific work does not need to be 
inquired into here. It was to be ex
pected that such individuals would be 
present on such an important occasion 
as the dedication of the buge idol. 

Verse 3. The men summoned came 
to the dedication of the tmage except 
the three companions of Daniel. Noth
ing is said about their absence, but 
even had they been Present there would 
not have been anything to can for a 
complaint against them, for no one was 
asked to perform any act of worship 
that would have been recognized by 
the idolaters. It says these Officers 
stood before the image and that would 
not have amounted to an act of war· 
ship in the eyes either of the king or 
the officers. When the worship was to 
be done it would require the citizens 
to fall down. However, the three He
brews could not conscientiously give 
even tbeir presence at the dedication 
of something they would not endorse. 

Verse 4. Smith's Bible Dictionary 
says the follow1ng of herald: "One 
who makes publ1c Proclamation. The 

only notice of this orucer in the Old 
Testament occurs in Daniel 3: 4." The 
Babylonian Empire embraced virtu
a1ly a1l the people, nations, and lan
yuages, hence the herald addressed 
these units of the government. 

Verse 5. Hear . .. cornet . .. all 
kimts Of m..usic. The Babylonian Em
pire was a vast domain composed or 
many kinds of people. They could not 
be expected to leave their homes and 
all go to Babylon to appear before the 
image, but were to do this worshiping 
wherever they might be. They would 
not all be acquainted with each instru
ment named. but all would be expected 
to know some of them and to recog
nize instrumental music by some one 
or more of these instruments. Wor
ship is from CAGAD and Strong defines 
it, "A primitive root; to prostrate one
self (in homage) ." Hence the kind of 
worship demanded did not call for 
any removal of the people tram their 
places, neither did it stipulate any 
formal schedule in the service; it re
quired only that the people prostrate 
themselves when they beard the music. 

Verse 6. It is a principle tbat is 
recognized unIversally that a law that 
has no penalty is useless. Hence the 
decree of Nebuchadnezzar gave the 
penalty at being cast into a fiery fur
nace. Jeremiah 29: 22 tells of two 
men whom the king ot Babylon roasted 
in the fire. so we see this was not to 
be something new for the Hebrews to 
be cast therein. Also, verse 19 of our 
chapter shows the fUrnace was '!.CQnt 
to be used. 

Verse 7. In obedience to the decree. 
when the people heard the sound of 
thi f!, mUSiC, they Prostrated themselves 
in respect tor the image which the 
king had set up. There is no eVidence 
that either the people or the king were 
aware that any objection would be 
made by anyone to the kind of action 
called for, since there would be no out· 
ward feature of it that would prevent 
any man from believing in some other 
god. 

Verse 8. But the three Hebrews 
would not prostrate themselves, for to 
do so would have violated Exodus 20: 5 
which not only forbade them to serve 
false gods, but also prohibited them 
from b01V-ing d01OO- to them. This can· 
duct was not over1ooked by certain 
Oha·ldeans who doubtless were the om· 
eers mentioned in Chapter 2: 48 called 
"governors." They came near the king 
to make accusations against the Jews. 

Verse 9. Live for ever was a phrase 
used in old Urnes to denote a feeling 
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ot good will. It was sometimes said 
in a spirit of flattery when the speaker 
did not really want the one to live 
endlessly. As an instance, tn 1 Kings 
1: 31 the mother of Solomon uS2d the 
expression to the frail king David just 
after he had made her the promise 
that her son should reign after him. 
Had David lived for ever, Solomon 
never could have been king, hence v,,'e 
Imow she was using the term as a 
compliment. The Chaldeans used it as 
a bid for the favorable attention ot 
the king. 

Verse 10. They remInded the king 
ot the decree he made that required 
all people to fall prostrate to the im
age upon hearing the musical instru
ments. 

Verse 11. They reminded him also 
ot the penalty he had attached to the 
decree. This was all in a pretense of 
concern for the dignity of the king's 
decree, but that was not the r eal po int 
of their interest as we shall see. 

Verse 12. Ther e are certain Je1I)S 
whom thou hast set over the affairs 
of the province of Babylon. I have 
quoted this part of the verse just as it 
Is in the text because It reveals the 
actual motive of these Chaldeans in 
reporting the case of dIsobedience to 
the king. They made no accusation 
against Daniel although we are sure 
he a lso refused to worship the image. 
And they certainly knew about it, fOr 
the four Hebrews were very close 
friends and spent much of their time 
together. (See the comments at chap
ter 2: 17, 18.) But the three named 
here were the ones who had been 
placed in a PQsition of honOr over even 
the other governors (chapter 2: 48, 
(9), and that filled these subordinate 
govemors with e nvy . . But they used 
their pretended inte rest in the dignity 
of the decree to insti s ate a persecution 
of the envied Hebrews. Hence tiley 
reported to the king thnt the men of 
the Jews named had r efused to wor
ship the image. 

Verese 13. It is probable that Nebu
chadnezzar was actually surprised at 
the report of disobedience on the part 
of these Hebrews. H e had not realized 
that his decree would be objectionable 
to them. But the bare poss ibility that 
the report was true caused him to fly 
into a rage and proceed to investigate 
far himself. 

Verse 14. In spIte of his intense 
feeling Nebuchadnezzar was disposed 
to question the correctness of the re
port, or, if it was found to be true, to 
give the accused parties another 

cbance. Hence he put the question dl
recUy to them and speCified the charge 
that he bad heard against them. 

Verse 15. Before receiving their 
r eply the king repeated the degree 
they were accused of disobeying, and 
informed them of their chance still 
to avoid the penalty attached to the 
decree. Who 18 Mat [Jod that shall 
deliver yolt l I have not capitaHzed the 
word fJ{) d because thi s heathen king 
used the word in the same sense as 
applied to the gods of the heathen 
world, It was a challenge to them to 
test their respective gods. 

Verse 16. CarefuL is the key word in 
this verse, but it is rendered some
what indefinitely. It is from CHAS
IJA CH and Strong defines it. "To be 
necessary," and Young's deflnltion is, 
"To be or think necessal'Y." \Ve thus 
can see that it was not a flippant ex
press ion of the three men as if tbe 
situation did not merit any serious 
conSideration. It means they did not 
consider that their fate depended on 
~ny speech of defense they could 
mal{e, and they proceed cd to tell the 
king why they thought so. 

Verse 17. If it be so means the same 
as the phrase "if God will." These 
m en did not know what would be the 
Lord's wllI in the case. They had the 
sa me thousht as Paul expressed in 2 
Corinthians 1; 9, 10. He did not know 
whether God was ready to permit his 
fa ithful apostle to be put to death yet, 
or would prolong his ute for further 
service, but whichever it was he was 
resigned to his lot. And the Hebrews 
did no t know whether their God was 
ready to give them miraculous deliver
ance although they believed He was 
able to do so. They also believed that 
if it were His will to deliver them, it 
would be done without any speech at 
defense from them. 

Verse 18. They then gave to the 
king their ultimatum, that. regardless 
at tbe will of their God (as to miracu
lous deliverance), they would not 
serve the gods of NebucHadnezzar nor 
\vorshlp the golden image. 

Verse 19. Upon learning that the re
port was true, the rage of Nebuchad
n e"tZR r returned with increased fury. 
Visage means face and cha·ngec/. means 
distorV d. The king was so enraged 
that his face was twisted out of its 
normal shape as he looked a t the three 
He:brews who were brave enough to 
defy his decree. Wont means accus
tomed and it shows tbat the fUrnace 
had been in use for some time. (See 
comments at verse 6.) Seven is de-



Daniel 3: 20-27 231 

rived from a word that Strong de
fines, "A primitive root; properly to 
be complete." If a furnace had been 
accustomed to being hoated enough 
that it would roast a mun to death 
(Jeremiah 29: 22), then it would be 
impossIble for a human befng to make 
It literally seven times that hot. The 
statement therefore means they were 
to make it as hot as possible. The 
king allowed his anger to blind him 
to the inconsistency of his order. He 
evidently wished to slay these men, 
yet also intended that they should be 
tortured first. A furnace "seven times" 
as hot a!l usual would cut off their 
lives all the sooner and hence cause 
less torture. 

Verse 20. There was no occasion fo r 
Nebuchadnezzar to employ the l1/'oSt 
mighty 'men for this execution. for the 
Hebrews had given no indication that 
they would resist. But the king was 

,.-- being driven on by a blinding fury and 
was inclined to exhibit the worst pas· 
sible spirit of vengeance. 

Verse 21. Hasen is from l'ATTIYSII 
which Strong defines, "A gown (as if 
hammered out wide)." Many versions 
render the word "mantle" or cloak. 
It was a loose-fitting garmeHt worn 
over the regular articles at clothing 
for Q. man, even including the hat in 
the present case. All of these articles 
were t ied fast around the men and 
then they were cast into the burning 
fierY fUrnace. 

Verse 22. Exceeding hot Is a good 
definition of "seven times" in verse 19. 
It was not only the intensity of tile 
heat that slew the executioners, but 
the extent of the fire. Jt'lal1z,e is from 
a word which Strong defines, "Flame 
(as split into tongues)." 1 do not 
know by what means the furnace was 
heated, but whatever was the fuel gen· 
erally used, it was increased because 
of the king's urgent order. The result 
was that the flame shot out from the 
furnace or its heat reached to a radius 
that included the soldiers and slew 
them, 

Verse 23. Fell doton bound denotes 
that whate"er was done on behalf of 
the three men was after they were on 
the inside of the furnace; no act of 
trickery was performed by some friend 
on the outside to free them from their 
shackles. 

Verse 24. Nebu(,hadnezzar must have 
b'een near v.hen the men were cast into 
the furnace. for it 'was immediately 
folio wing the act that the tex t says 
then the king was ' astonished at what 
he saw in the tUrnace. As if he did 

not believe the testimony of his eyes, 
he asked whether they did not cast 
three m en bound into the furnace, and 
his servants gave him an affirmative 
answer. 

Verse 25. There are three words of 
special importance in this verse as 
regards the miraculous character at 
the s ituation, and they are 10 lI.:T, loose 
and walking. There was one more man 
in sight than were cast into the tur
nace. They .... ere loose whereas they 
had been bound by strong men. The 
fire mIght have dissolved tbe fetters 
that bound them, but the men were 
walking around in the fUrnace which 
showed they were alive and unhurt. 
Like the son 0/ god. Again I haVe 
changed the capitalization because the 
l.rinciples that would make such mark
i ng- proper were unknown to this 
heathen king. In verse 28 he is com
menting On the circumstance and calls 
this same person an angel. What the 
king m eant was that the extra person 
was different in appearance from that 
of ordinary men, hence he must have 
been related to the gods. 

Verse 26. 'Ve are sure that God took 
a part In the whole proceeding else 
the king could not have come near 
enough to the (urnace to speak to the 
men wi thout being injured by the beat. 
The men inside were not harmed, yet 
they were prisoners of Nebuchadnezzar 
and would not be guilty of "breaking 
jail" until authorized to come forth by 
him. The king said nothing to the 
"fourth man," but spoke only to the 
three H ebrews; the angel evidently 
had disappeared. BeSides, Nebuchad
nezzar would not have telt at Uberty 
or considered it necessary to give in
structions to him. 

Verse 27. Such an event as this 
would. n aturally attract the attention 
at the leading men in the empire, and 
they were present when Shadrach and 
his companions came forth. Nor . .. 
hair . . , singed indicates the complete 
control that was had over the fire, To 
a believer in the infinite God this mir
acle is no g reater than any other. 
'I'here are no great and small miracles 
as far as ability is concerned, for there 
is noth ing too hard for Him (JeremIah 
32: 17, 27). The same God who created 
fire Is the author of all its laws, and 
it would be no greater task to control 
those laws than to create them. These 
men were members of a nation that 
had to be sent into captivity, and in 
that sense they had to surrer along 
with their fellow citizens. But they 
were personally righteous and hence 
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were entitled to the special favors that 
God had promised to such servants. It 
is important that the reader now con
sult the note given at 2 Kings 22: 17 
in volume 2 of this Commentary. 

Verse 28. We have no evidence that 
~ebuchadnezzar ever ceased to be an 
idolater, but he was led to believe that 
the one god whom the Hebrews WOr
shiped was superior to others. And he 
understood that the deliverance of the 
three Hebrews was in reward for their 
refusal to worship any god but their 
own. 

Verse 29. We note that ~ebuchad
nezzar made no decree that required 
any person to worship the god of 
Shadrach and his fellows, only that it 
would be unlawful to say anything 
against him. The reason he assigned 
for the decree was that no other god 
can deliver after this sort, not that he 
deserved to be given exclusive wor
ship. 

Verse 30. To promote is from a 
word that merely means "to advance," 
whether in matters of temporal suc
cess and prosperity or otherwise. All 
that we can understand from it is that 
the king bestowed some additional 
favors upon them besides the position 
of trust they already had. 

DANIEL 4 
Verse 1. Chronologically, the first 3 

verses of this chaPter should be the 
last 3, yet it was proper to place them 
where they are as an explanation of 
why the king is going to tell his story. 
The message is addressed to all the 
people of the earth, and is accom
panied with his best wishes for their 
peace. 

Verse 2. I thought it good- gives the 
purpose of ~ebuchadnezzar in sending 
the proclamation to the nations of the 
world. The subject of the message is 
the great things the high God had 
done toward him. 

Verse 3. This verse expresses the 
opinion the king had of God after the 
events that are recorded in the rest 
of the chapter. He was convinced that 
the wonders of Him were great, and 
that His kingdom was destined to be 
an everlasting one. 

Verse 4. With this verse begins the 
report of ~ebuchadnezzar's experience 
that is referred to in the preceding 
verses. The king was at rest which 
is defined in the lexicon, "to be se
cure," and flourishing means to be 
prosperous. He seems to have been 
lulled into a feeling of assurance that 

nothing could ever happen to endanger 
his independence as a monarch over 
the whole civilized world. 

Verse 5. It was the appearance of 
the things ~ebuchadnezzar saw in his 
dream that frightened him, not what 
it meant, for he did not know what 
that was. 

Verse 6. We do not know why the 
king did not call Daniel at first, since 
he had previously shown his superi
ority over the wise men. Perhaps the 
force of habit, or his natural attach
ment to his own kind had its influence 
with him. At any rate the usual reo 
sult followed the call at the Chaldeans, 
for they could not interpret the dream. 

Verses 7, 8. It could be that the king 
did not specify by his decree just who 
of the wise men should be called in, 
and that Daniel might have responded 
to the call to "bring in all the wise 
men," since he was thus classified by 
the men of the empire according to 
chapter 2: 13. But whatever was the 
situation, we are not to think of it as 
being on the prinCiple of "the last 
resort" for the king to call Daniel. 
~othing is said about any specific call 
for him at all, only that at the last 
Daniel came. Spirit 01 the ·holygods 
was ~ebuchadnezzar's way of describ
ing Daniel to the people of his domin
ions. He had formed that opinion of 
him at the time he explained the prob
lem at the giant man recorded in the 
2nd chapter. 

Verse 9. The king remembered this 
dream, not because it was any more 
impressive, for it could not have been 
more important than the one of the 
giant man. But in that case the Lord 
wished to convince him that Daniel 
had superhuman knowledge, which 
would not have been done merely by 
offering an interpretation of a dream, 
for any man might do that and nobody 
could know whether it was correct. 
But when he recalled the king's dream 
it proved his divine standing. That 
evidence was not needed in the present 
case, hence the Lord enabled ~ebu
chadnezzar to relate his dream. 

Verse 10. See and behold is thought 
of as being the same, but the idea is 
that ~ebuchadnezzar directed his at
tention to something that seemed to 
call for it, and what he beheld was as 
follOWS. A tree in the midst 01 the 
earth. Being situated in that way 
would indicate that the tree was the 
center of attraction amidst a vast ter
ritory. 

Verse 11. Tree grew denotes that it 
became larger and therefore stronger, 
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until it was so high that it reached 
into heaven-, meaning it reached up 
Into the sky or higher air zone. The 
height at the tree was so great that its 
top was visible to all the people ot the 
civilized world . That denotes that the 
curvature ot the earth was overcome 
and it could have harmonized with 
some scientific discoveries ot OUr day, 

Verse 12. This ver se gives a descrip
tion of a fruit tree which, jf taken 
literally. would present one that is 
beautiful to the sight, affords shelter 
from the heat by its shadow, a resting 
place in its boughs tor the birds, a 
gathering place for the beasts, and 
food for all living creatures. We shall 
learn, however. that it is a figurative 
description of something else. 

Verse 13. Watcher and an holy one 
does not mean there were two persons. 
The first word is from IYR which 
Strong defines. "A watcher. i.e., an 
angel (as guardian)." Holy one is 
added as an adjective tor watcher. 
Morratl's version renders this place, 
"One or the angel-guard," and this also 
agrees with the Singular pronoun with 
which the next verse begins. 

Verse U. The king heard the 
walcher shout with a loud voice that 
the tree must be shorn of its leaves 
(its beauty), its branches (place of 
resting) cu t ott, its fruit (food) be 
scattered, be forsaken by the beasts 
and birds, and the body of the tree be 
cut down. Thts would seem to be the 
end of the tree, but we shan see that 
the condition was not to be permanent. 

Verse 15. As a rule if a tree is cut 
down it means the death of the plant, 
but that Is chiefly because the stump 
is exposed as a fiat surface to the sun 
which will cause it to crack open, ad
mitting the rain and other weather 
conditions to penetrate further until 
it reaches the roots. But this stump 
was to be bound with a ring of brass 
and iron which would hold it .tram 
opening. Tn the t ender (JrMS indicates 
this stump was in a. field that had 
plenty at moisture, and that would be 
favorable tor the roots or the tree and 
tend to sustain the life until they 
could sprout up into new growth. This 
very thought is expressed in Job 14: 
7-9 and Isaiah 11: 1. Then the spokes
man switches from the stump to the 
person represented by the tree that 
had grown on it and uses a personal 
pronoun. ThIs person is destined to 
have his portion with the beasts that 
feed upon this "grass or the field." 

Verse 16. The heart or mind or this 
unfortunate person was to be changed 

or deranged so that be would have an 
intellect no better than a beast. And 
being thus he will eat grass as they 
do (verse 25). This condition was to 
continue unUI seven times pass O-ver 
him .. Times is from IDDAN" which Strong 
defines, "a set time: technically a 
year." Moffatt renders the place 
"seven years," so the meaning is clear 
that a period or 7 years (complete 
number; see definition at chapter 3: 
19) was to pass with above conditions. 

Verse 17. Watchers is plural because 
it refers to the "angel-guard" men
tioned in verse 13, or which the one 
was a member and a representative 
when he came d(xo-n from heaven 
(verse 13) to del1ver the decree. De
mand is from SHELA which Strong's 
lexicon defines, "Properly a question 
(at law). i.e .. judicial decision or man
date." The passage gives us an inter
esting and beautiful thought. Every· 
thing and all creatures in existence are 
subject to the will of God, but it is 
wonderful when that subjection is con
ducted I n the spirit of willing coopera· 
tion. As long as tbe angels are per
mitted to res ide in heaven they will 
be thus in harmony with the wishes 
of their Commander-in-Chief. Know
ing that He willed to demonstrate a 
certain great truth, this "angel-guard" 
(the uxltchers) agreed on a demand 
("judicial decision") that one of their 
number (the one in verse 13) should 
go down to earth and carry out the 
decree upon the king of Babylon. That 
decree is so fundamental that I shall 
here copy it in full in order to make 
the connection the more impressive: 
"To the intent that .the living may 
know that the Most High ruleth in the 
kingdoms of men, and giveth It to 
whomsoever he will, and setteth up 
over Lt the basest ot men." 

Verse 18. With the preceding verse 
the king completed the teJ1ing of his 
dream, and now he requests Daniel to 
give him the interpretation of it. He 
expresses his confidence in Daniel's 
ability to do what aU the wise men 
could not do. The grounds of that 
confidence are that the spirit Of the 
holy gorIs is in thee. 

Verse 19. .Troub led is from RAHAL 
which Strong defines, "To tremble in
wardly (or palpitate), 1.e. (figura
tively) be alarmed or agitated; by im
plication to hasten anxIously." As
tonicd is from SHAMEM and Strong de
fines it, "To stun (or intransitively 
grow numb), 1.e. , devastate or (fig
uratively) stupefy." Hour is from 
SHAAH and the same lexicon defines it, 
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"Properly to look, 1.e. , a moment." 
With these definitions of key words 
the meaning of the passage is clear. 
The story of Nebuchadnezzar's dre:lm 
was so unusual that for a moment 
Daniel was stunned with amazement. 
However, he soon r ecovered himself 
and spoke to the king. Let not . . . 
trouble thee was said to reassure the 
king, since Daniel had recovered from 
his own surprise. Dream be to them 
that hate thee. The enemies of Nebu
cbadnezzar were the ones to worry. for 
the dream will reveal that the king 
will yet be victorious over his foes. 

Verses 20, 21. This paragraph 
merely r epeats the description of the 
tree as the king gave it to Daniel. and 
does not eaU for any additional COJll
ments. 

Verse 22. It is thou, 0 lei-ny, is a 
similar expreSS10n to the one Daniel 
made to this same king in connect ion 
with the dream of the gIant mnn 
(chapter 2: 38) . But the application 
is somewhat different. for that in
cluded the king and his kingdom, 
while this pertains to the king person
ally. That is, his connection with the 
kingdom was to be affeoted by the 
events indicated in the dream. 

Verse 23. This verse repeats the 
statements in verses 13-15, and watch
ers and holy one is explained with the 
comments on verse 17. 

Verse 24. The description of the 
drea m having been repeated, Dan iel 
wlll next give the intel'pretation, 
which he says will be by the decree 
ot the Most High. 

Verse 25. They shaU drive thee 
means the same as if it said "thou 
shalt be driven," fOr it is worded he 
was dri ven in verse 33. This also cor
responds with mine understanding re
turned in verse 34 which indicates 
that the driving was done by some con
dition within the king's own being. 
The conclusion Is clear. that Nebu· 
chadnezzar was driven from his throne 
by the strange mental affliction that 
God sent upon him. That Was what 
the angel meant in verse 16 when he 
said, "let a beast's heart be given un.to 
him." The rest of the verse has been 
explained at verse 16. 

Verse 26. They c011l:numded has the 
meaning ot "it was commanded." Thy 
kingdom shall be sure unto thee is ex
plained by the comments at verse 22. 

Verse 27. Having interpreted the 
dream or Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel con
cluded his speech with some advice 
regarding his conduct. Break off thy 

sins by right eousness Is like tbe ad
vIce that Isaiah gave Judah in his 
book, chapter 1: 16, 17, "Cease to do 
evil ; learn to do well." Both phrases 
of the passage must WOrk together , tor 
it is certain that nobody will learn to 
do well while continuing in his evil 
doing. Tranquility is trorn a word 
that means security and prosperity. It 
a lso has about the same sense as "rest" 
in verse 4. At the time Daniel stood 
before Nebuchadnezzar -the king was 
in the midst ot great power and peace 
and royal success. The prophet sug· 
gested that if he would make the refor
mation in his life as just advised, it 
might mean the prolonging ot his 
tranquility. 

Verse 28. This verse merely intro
duces the sequel at the story. 

Verse 29. God was very lenient and 
gave Nebuchadnezzar a year to change 
his ways but to no avai l. Therefore it 
wa5 time to bring the fulfillment of 
the dream upon the king, and the Lord 
chose a time thJ.t was especially ap
provriate. Nebuchadnezzar gave a 
demonstration at his chief fault 
(pride) as he was walking around the 
palace. 

Verse 30. The greatness of Babylon 
was not to be Questioned, for the 
prophet had already declared it to be 
so. If the king had expressed hts ap
l)Teciation far the good fortune tbat 
was his and given pl'oper credit for it, 
there would have been no objction to 
his admiration. The fault lay In his 
pride and claiming that he had accom
plished the great work. and t11at it 
was done in honor of his majesty. 

Verse 31. lVhile the word was in 
the Icing's mouth is very Significant. 
It is n recognized princIple of disci
pJine, both rts to human beings and 
dumb creatures, that an act of punish
ment is the more et'i'ective if adminis
te red as near as possible to the evil 
for which it is a chastisement. Hence, 
just as the king was uttering his boast
fu l sentence. he was interrupted by a 
voice !r01l1, heave-n with the announce
ment, The Ici"ngdon~ is departed from 
thee. 

Verse 32. Beginning with 'ferse 28 
the language has been in the third 
person, bec.'l.use the king Is composing 
t he account of his own experiences ac
cording to the announcement in the 
beginning of the chapter. They shall 
dr i-t."C thee means "thou shalt be 
driven," and the announcement was 
repeated that was shown in the dream. 

Verse 33, Without fUrther delay the 
Lord smote Nebuchadnezzar with the 
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strange mental derangement with the 
result thal he was driven from men, 
which means that he forsook his 
throne and fled out inlo the field. He 
was exposed to the outdoor conditions 
of the weather. In course of this pe· 
riod and in s uch a stale of mind, all 
care of the body would naturally be 
neglected. This r esulted in a sort of 
wild development which made his nails 
and hair become coarse. 

Verse 34. End of the daus ... lifted 
up mine eyes ... understanding re
turned. These phrases are written in 
reverse ot the order in which the 
events occurred. It Is certain that 
Nebuchadnezzur would not look toward 
heaven while the mental derangement 
still possessed him. And it. is equally 
certain that God would not end the 
days of the punishment of the king if 
he were in h1s right mind but refused 
to recognize heaven; hence the order 
of events is as tollo \\'s. When the Lord 
considered thal Nebuchadnezzar had 
been punished enough He r eplaced the 
beast's heart with the normal one. 
Then the king was convinced ot the 
truth by bls condition at body and his 
remembrance of the pas t. Being thus 
convinced, he was penitent and looked 
respectfully toward heaven, when the 
Lord ended the period of exile from the 
throne. It is not necessary for the text 
to state that the Lord also changed 
the debased condition at the killg'S 
body; that is taken tor granted here, 
but will be implied In the 36th verse. 

Verse 35. Continuing his praise of 
the MOst Ri(Jfl.. Nebuchadnczzar de
clared that He doeth whatsoever is 
according to His wlll, and that the 
inhabitants of the earth are as noth· 
ing. 

Verse 36. Reason is from the same 
original word as unders tanding in 
verse 34, so this is me rely a repetition 
of tbat statement. However, another 
thought is added which is that his 
h01tor and brightness retur ned, and 
the reason for it is stated namely. for 
the glory of 1n]} kfnqdonl.. Verses 15 
and 26 had assured the king that his 
throne would be reserved for him after 
he had learned that "the heavens do 
rule." God would not return a man to 
the throne ot such a glorious kingdom 
as Babylon who was not worthy of it. 
Therefore Nebuchadnezzar was placed 
back on his throne a changed man, 
both in body and mind and one fitted 
to rule over hls former dominions. 

Verse 37. The king concluded the 
proclamation that was made to "all 
people, nations, and languages" (verse 

1), and in this verse expresses the 
final impress ion tbat his experience 
left on his mind. It caused him to 
praise the King of heaven and to 
acknowledge that He is able to abase 
every man who Is guilty of pride. This 
is all we will hear of the actual reign 
and life of Nebuchadnezzar in this 
book, except what w1ll be said of him 
historically, referring to his reign as 
a thing of the past. 

DANIEL 5 
Verse 1. Between the close of the 

preceding chapter and the beginning 
of this is an interva l of 25 years. We 
are down at the last year of the Baby
lonian Empire and Belshazzar is on 
the throne in the capital city. The Bib
lical account overlooks a tew campara· 
tively unimportant rulers between 
Nebuchadnezzar and Belshazzar. This 
man is called the king in this verse, 
but that title must be understood as 
meaning he was only "acting king," 
because his father Nabonadius was the 
actual king, but had leU bis son on 
the throne in Babylon while he was 
conducting a war in another part of 
the country. This tact accounts for 
other statements occurring in the rec
ord. and it is of such great importance 
that I shall quote a paragraph from 
ancient history. "But out of all this 
confusion and un certa inty a very small 
and simple discovery made a few years 
since has educed order and harmony 
in a very remarkable way. It is found 
that Nabonadius, the last king of the 
Canon [royal blood Une], aSSOCiated 
with him on the throne during the 
later years ot his reign his son, BiI· 
shar-uzar [Belshazza r], and allowed 
him the royal title. There can be litUe 
doubt that it was this prince who con
ducted the defense ot Babylon, and 
was slain in the massaCre which fol
lowed the capture; while his tather, 
who was at tbe lime in Borsippa, sur· 
rendered , and experienced the clem· 
ency which was generally shown to 
[allen kings by the PerSians .... My 
attention has been further drawn to a 
very remarkable illustration which 
the discovery ot Belshazzar's position 
as joint ruler with his father fur
nishes to an expressi on twice repeated 
in Daniel, fifth chapter. The Promise 
made and performed to Daniel is, that. 
he shall be the third ruler in the king
dom. FormGrly it was impossible to 
explain thts, or to understand why he 
was not the second ruler, as he seems 
to have been under Nebuchadnezzar. 
and as Joseph in Egypt, and Mordecai 
in Persia. It now appears that, as 
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there were two kings at the same time, 
Belshazzar, a subject, could only make 
him the third personage in the Em
plre."-Rawlinson, Historical Evi
dences. pages 139, 442. This informa
tion will be referred to again and I 
urge the reader to make careful note 
of its location. The simple word feast 
means a good m eal of food for the 
fleshly body, but the context shows 
this was a banquet lor they drank 
wine in connection with it. Moreover, 
it was a royal Or state affair for it was 
att~nded by a thousand of his lords, 
which 18 defined "a magnate" in 
Strong's lexicon. These men were 
princes or outstanding persons in the 
Babylonian Empire and hence were 
special guests at this great feast. The 
king participated in the drinking and 
did so in a cooperative attitude, fOr it 
says he drank wine before the thou· 
sand. That was unusual for the rule 
was tbat kings indulged themselves 
with wine and royal gratifications in 
their own privnte apartments. 

Verse 2. Whiles he tasted. the wine. 
Belshazzar was an idolater in general 
Ute. but nothing indicates that this 
teast was at first intended to be any
thing but a royal banquet. But intoxi· 
cation will cause a man to do things 
he would not do when sober. This 
drunken king commanded to bring the 
golden and silver vessels that had been 
taken from the temple at Jerusalem. 
We have no account of their having 
been used before this after being 
brought to Babylon. The text says the 
vessels had been taken by his father 
Nebuchadnezzar, because that word is 
used very generally in the Bible and 
other litera ture. It sometimes means 
any forefath er; in this case it means 
his grandfather. Perhaps it will be 
well to verify the last statement by a 
quotation from anCient history. "LINE 
OF KINGS-(of Babylon) Nabapolas· 
sar, Nebuchadnezzar, Evil·merodach, 
Neriglissar, Laborosoarchod or Labos
soracus, and Nabonadius the last king. 
He, not being of royal birth. married 
a daughter ot Nebuchadnezzar (prob
ably Nerlglissar's widOW), and as soon 
as his sou by this marriage, Belshaz· 
zar (Bel-shar·uzur), is of sufficient 
age, associated him on the throne."
Rawlinson, Ancient History, page 49. 
For the difference between 'wives and 
concubines see the comments on Gene· 
sis 22: 24, Volume l. 

Verse 3. The order of Belshazzar 
was obeyed and tbe king and his com
pany drank wine from the sacred ves· 

sels that bad been taken from the 
Lord's service at JerusaJem. 

Verse 4. The writer must have been 
greatly affected by the conduct of the 
king and his party. In one unbroken 
statement be says they drank wine an4 
prat.~ed the gods of gold, etc. Thus an 
occasion that started out as a royal 
banquet was turned into a drunken, 
religious service to dumb idols that 
were made by human hands. 

Verse 5. The familiar expression 
"handwriting on the wall" is not tech
nically correct, for this verse begins 
and ends with a distinction between 
the hand and its fingers. A well known 
commentator thinks that when the 
king saw the writing but could not see 
Him to whom the 1uz.na belonged. the 
invisibility of that One would heighten 
the "awful impressiveness of the 
scene." I wiJI agree with that opinion. 
but will add that the "impressiveness" 
of the scene would be even more awful 
to see only the fingers that held the 
writing instrument. Such a scene 
would eliminate every hint of any me· 
chanical trick of some objector to the 
merrymaking. 

Verse 6. Cou tt-tenance Is from ZIY,' 
wbich Strong defines, "cbeerfulness." 
The statement means that the merry· 
making spirit that had been showing 
itself in the ktng's face was altered 
and he looked pale. Strong defines the 
original for UJin.s, "vigor; the loin (as 
the seat of strength)." Webster defines 
the English word, "The seat of genera· 
tion or procreation." Joints is from a 
word that means something that binds 
or holds together, and in this place it 
refers to the muscles. So the clause 
the joints 0/ his loins were lao-sed. 
means that the abdominal region of 
bis body had a feeling as it it were 
falUng apart The same thought is ex· 
pressed in Psalms 22: 14 by the words, 
"My heart is like wax; it is melted in 
the midst ot my bowels." This Is a 
prophecy of Christ on the cross and 
the m!lral nature of the case is di1'1'er
ent. but it describes the mental and 
physical feeHng that was being experi· 
enced. Smote is derived from NAQAPH 
and Strong says It means "to knock to
gether." Thus we can get a mental 
picture of the king as he looked upon 
the weird performance gOing on Over 
on the wall ot his palace. His tace 
turned ashy pale, the abdominal por· 
tion of his body seemed to be all in a 
quiver. and his knees pounded each 
other. 

Verse 7. AlOUd means more than 
merely being audible; it is from an 
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original that means "with might." In 
addition to the physical feelings the 
king had by reason of the strange 
sight, he was perplexed because he 
could not even read the writing, much 
less understand what it meant. His 
common sense told him that such a 
demonstration had a great significance 
and that it concerned him since it oc· 
curred within his palace. In his fright 
and perplexity he shouted his orders 
to summon the Chaldeans and other 
so-called wise men. Those heathen 
rulers were so accustomed to relying 
on their soothsayers and their kind 
for special information that Belshaz· 
zar never thought about calling for 
Daniel. It was natural for him to ex· 
pect his own Babylonian wise men to 
solve the problem that confronted him. 
See the comments on chapter 2: 6 on 
the subject of offering gifts to these 
men. They were asked to perform a 
double feat; read the writing and tell 
its meaning. (See quotation at verse 
1 on "third ruler.") 

Verse 8. All the king's wise men 
means those ordinarily employed by 
him and who were supposed to be 
"standing by" for service whenever 
needed; that is why Daniel was not 
present at this call. As we would ex
pect, these men could not do the king 
any good in his great confusion. 

Verse 9. The failure of the king's 
wise men to read the writing affected 
his countenance in the same way that 
writing did in verse 6, but it did not 
seem to have the same effect on his 
body. Doubtless he had consulted 
these wise men many times and had 
been satisfied with their work. How
ever, there was never a situation like 
the one before them now. It was simi
lar to that of Nebuchadnezzar in some 
respects. The failure to recall to that 
monarch his dream indicated that 
they could not have interpreted it 
either. So with the wise men before 
Belshazzar, for if they could not even 
read the writing, something that was 
present before them and needed no fu
ture knowledge to do, it was evident 
they could not give the interpretation 
after it was read_ It is no wonder, 
then, that the king was worried and 
his lords astonished. 

Verse 10. A queen was not the 
king's wife as a rule but instead she 
was his mother, and the word is so 
rendered by various versions. See an 
example of this subject in 1 Kings 15: 
13, and it is further explained by the 
following from Smith's Bible Diction
ary. "This title is properly applied to 

the queen-mother, since in an Oriental 
householc1 it is not the wife but the 
mother of the master who exercises 
the highest authority. Strange as such 
an arrangement at first sight appears, 
it is one of the inevitable results of 
polygamy." This helps to explain, also, 
why the queen was so well acquainted 
with the events in the life of Nebu
chadnezzar. Being older, and also asso
ciated near the throne for many years, 
she would have some personal recollec· 
tion of those events, and she also had 
access to the records of the empire. 
(See comments on chapter 4: 1, 2.) 
Learning of Belshazzar's difficulty in 
solving the mystery about the writing, 
she came into his presence to console 
him with her information. 

Verse 11. The queen related to the 
king the story of a certain man in 
whom was the spirit of the holy gods. 
For information on "thy father" see 
the comments on verse 2. Master Of 
the magicians means he was given a 
rank of "chief magician," not that he 
had any authority over them. The 
point the queen was making was the 
superior wisdom this particular "magi
cian" must have possessed for the king 
to give him the rank. 

Verse 12. The most of this verse is 
the same description of Daniel's tal· 
ents we have had before, but the word 
doubts adds an interesting feature. It 
is from QE'l'AH and Strong defines it, "A 
knot (as tied up). i.e. (figuratively) 
a riddle." It means that Daniel was 
able to untie all "hard knots." 

Verse 13. When Daniel was brought 
in, the king first asked him a question 
for the purpose of identification. The 
text does not state whether Daniel 
made any direct reply, but its silence 
indicates that the king understood the 
prophet's affirmative attitude toward 
the question. 

Verse 14. As a reason for calling 
him into the situation, Belshazzar told 
the prophet of the favorable reputation 
that he had concerning his knowledge. 

Verse 15. Wise men, the astrologers 
is very significant. All of the astrolo
gers were considered wise men, but 
there were wise men who were not 
astrologers. Hence the king made the 
distinction as to which class of wise 
men had been brought in; it was the 
astrologers. He did this in respect for 
Daniel, who, though classed as a wise 
man (chapter 2: 13), was a higher 
rank than astrologers; he was one in 
whom was the spirit of t.he gods. Dan
iel was informed of the failUre of the 
astrologers. 
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Verse 16. The king repeated a part 
of the report he had heard of Daniel, 
then made him a proposition. If he 
could read the writing AND make 
known its interpretation, he would re
ceive personal gifts and other rewards. 
(See the comments at verse 1 for the 
meaning of thir(/, ruler.) 

Verse 17. Let thy gifts be to thyself, 
etc. This is not to be taken to mean 
that Daniel thought it would be wrong 
to accept the gifts, for verse 29 shows 
he did accept them afterwards. Re
'W'{lrds is rendered "fee" in the margin 
which helps to describe the situation. 
(See comments at chapter 2: 6.) The 
meaning is that Daniel wanted the 
king to know he would tell the answer 
desired without regard for the reward. 

Verse 18. Before going into the sub
ject of the writing, Daniel related to 
Belshazzar the background that led up 
to the present crisis. The meaning of 
"father" for Nebuchadnezzar is ex
plained by a quotation from history 
given at verse 2. It should be noted 
that Daniel says God gave to Nebu
chadnezzar his kingdom and his glory. 

Verse 19. FOr the rnajesty means in 
view of or because of that majesty, the 
nations trembled and feared_ The first 
is from ZUWA which Strong defines, 
"To shake (with fear); the second is 
from DEC HAL and the same lexicon de
fines it, "To slink, i.e. (by implication) 
to fear, or (causatively) be formid
able." We see these words are used 
in their worst or most unfavorable 
sense which agrees with the very next 
phrase, whom he would he slew. It is 
still to be understood that God gave 
to Nebuchadnezzar his great might 
and glory, but that does not mean that 
He approved of the abuses that the 
king made of the favors thus bestowed 
upon him. 

Verse 20. 'rhe abuses were mani· 
fested by the things described in this 
verse. The pride of the king over his 
greatness was so displeasing to God 
that he caused the cruel monarch to 
be taken from his throne and he was 
shorn of his glory. 

Verse 21. This verse rePeats in de
tail what happened to Nebuchadnezzar, 
and it was what Daniel had prophesied 
should occur (chapter 4: 25). The only 
way that Daniel could know of its ful
fillment was either by inspiration or 
from the word of the king himself 
(chapter 4: 2, 3), for it came upon 
him while away from the sons 01 men. 
However it was, all acounts agree 
and hence we know that they are true. 

Verse 22. The general sense of the 

terms Son and father is explained at 
verse 2. Though thou knewest all this. 
The kings of great empires kept rec
ords of their transactions and the peo
ple, especially men in high positions, 
had access to those records. Daniel 
knew that Belshazzar had seen the ac
count of Nebuchadnezzar's experience. 
The example should have taught him 
a lesson but it seems to have railed. 

Verse 23. In conducting the kind of 
feast that was being done on this 
night, Belshazzar was in rebellion 
against the Lord Of heaven. The king 
did not need to be informed of what 
was actually done on that night, but 
Damel enumerated the items so as to 
make the contrast stand out. He and 
his family and royal group had given 
praise to gods that have no intellect 
of any kind, but had no glory to give 
to Him from whom even his breath 
was derived. 

Verse 24. Then, because of and at 
the time of this abominable conduct, 
God sent the part of the hand. (See 
the comments in verse 5 about the 
fingers only being seen.) 

Verse 25. We should remember that 
the wise men not only were unable to 
interpret the writing, but they could 
not read it (verses 8, 15), so the first 
thing done was to pronounce the 
words. In this paragraph I shall copy 
the words and give Strong's definition 
from the standpoint of a lexicon. 
M ene. "( Chaldee>. past participle of 
mena, numbered." Tekel. "(Chaldee), 
to balance." Upharsin. "(Chaldee), to 
split up." 

Verse 26. The lexicon definitions of 
the "\vriting were given in the Preced
ing verse. I shall now comment on 
Daniel's explanation of their signifi
cance, Numbered is derived from a 
word that is defined, "To weigh out; 
by implication to allot or constitute 
omcially; also to enumerate or enroll." 
According to Daniel's interpretation 
it meant that the days of the Baby
lonian Empire had reached the num
ber allotted to it by the Lord and the 
kingdom was to be declared ended. 

Verse 27. A balance is a weighing 
device with a beam poised with its 
center on a neutral pivot. An article 
to be weighed is placed at one end of 
the beam, and a weight supposed to be 
equal to the article is placed at the 
other end. If the article is correct the 
beam will remain level or perfectly 
horizontal. The balance was a familiar 
instrument in Biblical times (1 Sam· 
uel 2: 3; Job 31: 6; Psalms 62: 9). 
When a balance is used figuratively it 
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means that a. ma.n Is weighed or com
pared with what is required of him 
and if he stands the test the " beam" 
will be level, and if not the balance 
will sink on the heavier end which 
will condemn the other. Belshazzar 
was weighed in the balances of God's 
character requirements but was "found 
wanting," or was unable to hold the 
beam level. 

Verse 28. Peres and upharsin. are 
from the same original word. The 
word means to split and was a fitting 
one here because the Babylonian king
dom was doomed to be taken over by 
another klngdom that was composed 
of two parts, the Medes and Persians. 

Verse 29. Belshazzar fulfilled his 
promise in rewarding Daniel for solv
ing the problem. See the comments at 
verse 17 on the matter of Daniel's ac
cepting these rewards. The quotation 
cited at verse 1 explains the meaning 
of third ruler. 

Verse 30. The history above ex
plains in what seDse Belshazzar was 
king. 

Verse 31. DarilLs the M ectian. As 
was stated at verse 28, the empire that 
succeeded the Babylonian was com
posed of the Medes and Persians, thus 
forming a dual monarchy. This king
dom is referred to in various ways; 
sometimes by Its full title and at 
others as the Persian. It is occasion
ally mentioned by the single branch 
Median, which it is in this verse. I 
shall copy a statement from ancient 
history on this subject as follows: 
"After the death of Belshazzar, Darius 
the Mede Is said In scripture to have 
taken the kingdom; for Cyrus, as long 
as his uncle lived, allowed him a Joint 
title with him In the empire, although 
it was all gained by his own valour', 
and out of deference to him yielded 
him the first place of honor in it. But 
the whole power of the army, and the 
chief condUct of all afl'airs being still 
in his hands, he only was looked on 
as the supreme gOl'ernor of the empire, 
which he had erected; and therefore 
there is no notice at all taken of 
Darius in the Canon of Ptolemy, but 
immediately after the death of Bel
shazzar (who Is there called Nabo· 
nadius), Cyrus is placed as the next 
successor, as In truth and reality he 
was; the other having no more than 
the name and the s hadow of the sover
eignty, excepting only in Media, which 
was his own prOper dorninion."-Pri
deaux's Connexion, Book 1, Part 2, 
Year 538. Verse 30 merely states that 
Belshazzar was slain on the night of 

this feast, but nothing is said about 
what was gOing on near and inside the 
City. The lengthy Quotation from his· 
tory on that interesting subject may 
be found in connection with Isaiah 13: 
7, 8 in Volume 3 of this Commentary. 

DANIEL 6 
Verse 1. We should bear in mind 

that historIcally speakIng the 70-year 
captivity ended at the same time the 
Babylonian. Empire tell, which event 
was effected by the death of Belshaz· 
zar recorded in the close of the preced· 
ing chapter. That means the present 
chapter is at the beginning of the 
Medo-Persian reign in Babylon. We 
also should distinguish between the 
Darius named here and the men of the 
same name who will be referred to 
later on who were Persian rulers. The 
present ODC is Darius the Median 
(uncle of Cyrus). named in t he last 
verse of chapter 5. It will be very help
ful for the reader if be will make fre
Quent reference to the passages of his
tory quoted from lime to time in my 
comments. When Cyrus slew Belshaz· 
zar and took possession of Babylon, he 
seems to have turned the political af· 
fairs over to bis unCle Darius, and the 
appointment ot the 120 princes was 
one of his first acts. 

Verse 2. These prhtces were more 
official than the word generally means. 
It is derived from a word that Strong 
defines, "Of PerSian derivation; a sa· 
trap or governor of a main province of 
Persia." These men were to manage 
the affairs as they pertained to the 
business matters, on behalf of the 
king, and over them Were placed three 
men called presidents to whom they 
were to report their work. This was 
all done as an organizatton to see that 
the king would not sutter any damage 
or Joss of any kind. DanIel was one 
of the three presidents and the state
ment is that be was first, which wHJ 
prove to be very significant later on in 
our story. 

Verse 3. lVas pr eferred means tbat 
Daniel distinguished himself by his 
superi-or talents, and the writer of the 
text accounts for it by saying that an 
excellent spirit was in him. This was 
naturally brought to the attention of 
Darius and it made a favOrable impres· 
sion on him. The king had already 
delegated most of the business cares 
to the 120 princes, and now he was 
thinking of setting Daniel over the 
whole realm which means to give him 
a rullng authority that would have 
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made him superior to the other presi· 
dents as well as to the princes. 

Verse 4. Envy Is a terrible spirit 
' and will lead men to commit great 
crimes. The favorable position which 
Daniel acquired filled the other Presi
dents and princes with this evil spirit 
and they began to plot against him. 
They wished to get him into trouble 
by some kind of disagreement or re
bellion against the government But 
Daniel was a law-abiding subject so 
that no statute could be round that 
he was violating. 

Verse 5, These envious men ad
mitted among themselves that no 
charge could be cited in connection 
with any of the existing Jaws. The 
only chance was to do something that 
would bring him into confUct through 
his religion. To do so it was necessary 
to have some speeitic statute which 
they knew would interfere with his 
religious practice; something that 
could be reported as an actual perform
ance. To do this they took notice that 
one of his regular religious perform
ances was to open the windows of his 
room that faced in the direction of 
Jerusalem, and there upon his knees 
three times daily to pray to God. That 
furnished them the subject for their 
wicked plot. 

Verse 6. With their envious moUve 
in their wicked hearts they came be· 
fare the king. They introduced them
selves with the familiar salutation, 
King Darius, live for ever. Such a 
salutation was sometimes uttered out 
of genuine respect for a dignitary 
without any selfish motive prompting 
it. In the present case, however, we 
know 1 t was for the purpose of getting 
the klng into a favorable attitude to
ward them and hence it was said in 
flattery. 

Verse 7. There would not seem to be 
anything wrong with the proposition 
on tirst hearing it, only an overture 
for the purpose of showing honor to 
the king. Yet a little thought should 
have at least raised the suspicion of 
Darius. Why limit the decree to thirty 
days? If there was any good reason 
for limiting all petitions, that they 
should be addressed to the king only. 
that reason would continue after the 
period named. Another thIng, the pro
posed decree made no specUlcation as 
to whether the petitions involved per
tained to religion or temporal matters. 
Had any such distinction been made it 
might have at least aroused the curi· 
osily of the king and the plot been ex
posed, so they chose to word it with 

th is indefinite .form so as to give Jt the 
impression of a movement Just for his 
honor. Daniel was accustomed to pray
ing daily and hence thirty daYS may 
seem to be longer than necessary. But 
sickness or some other unavoidable 
circumstance could interrupt his devo· 
tlons .for a few days. Also, something 
might intervene in their own personal 
affairs that would make it uncertain 
to specify a shorter period. So the 
time allotted would be enough to cover 
all of these possible emergencies. These 
men evIdently understood the prin
ciple of government that r equires a 
law to have a penalty in order to be 
effective, hence they suggested that 
one be attached and even named the 
penalty they wished to be used. 

Verse 8. Sign the writing, THA.T it 
be not Changed. The Persians had the 
foolish notion that when their king 
signed a decree it made it 80 sacred 
tb at it could not be repealed or 
changed even by the king himself. 
Had the king merely authorized the 
decree, there might have been some 
flaw discovered and it could have been 
set aside. That is why these abomi
nable men induced him to put his sig
nature to the document. The later con
duct of Darius proves that he would 
have repealed the decree had he not 
signed it. which act took the law out 
of his hands for ever. 

Verse 9. The writing pertained to 
the bOdy of the document which slipu· 
lated what the people were prOhibited 
.from doing, and the decree was the 
paragraph that was to place It in the 
class of enactments that could never 
be repealed, and Darius signed aU. 

Verse 10. When Daniel knew might 
be taken to mean that Daniel went to 
his bouse to pray just because he 
learned of the edict, and that be did 
it for spite. His whole life and char
acter would forbid such a conclusion. 
BeSides that, the verse concludes with 
the words as he did atoretime. This 
sbows that he did not make any 
change In his practices just because of 
this edict. In truth. it was evidently 
theil' witnessing that prnctice that 
caused the men to bring about that 
particular kind of degree. But the 
phrase means as if it saId, "though 
Daniel knew," or "notwithstandIng 
that Daniel knew." The point Is that 
Daniel was not intimidated out ot his 
regular service to God by hearing the 
persecuting edict of the king. 

Verse 11. The men would naturally 
be expected to spy on Daniel to be able 
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to report as witnesses ot his conduct 
to the king. 

Verse 12. Their speech to the king 
was that of a group of hypocrites. 
They pretended to be shocked and sur
prised at what they had discovered. 
But it might be well to remind Darius 
in the form of a question of the decree 
he had made and signed. It might 
bave a more active effect upon him to 
have the edict brought fresh to his 
mind, and to have him verify it ver
bally before them. 

Verse 13. Every statement these 
men made in this verse was true, but 
was uttered with a vicious motive 
and without regard for the context. It 
was true that Daniel ignored the de
cree of the king, but It was not be
cause he did not respect temporal and 
royal government as they wished to 
imply. Instead, it was because the de
cree would hinder his religious ser· 
vice to God, and it has always been 
taught in the scripture that if a hu· 
man law conflicts with the law of God. 
the servants of righteousness should 
"obey God rather than man" (Acts 5: 
29) . 

Verse 14. The king reali zed he had 
been entrapped into something he 
would not have done had he known 
what these men were plotting. He had 
no ·m feeling against Daniel but was 
displeased with himself. Labored, ... 
to deliver ·him. We are not told what 
the klng did in his "labor," whether 
he was acting the part of an unscrupu· 
lous lawyer and trying to find some 

. technical loophole, or thought perhaps 
that if he would not be in too mUch 
of a burry in putting the edict into 
execution, something, somehow, might 
turn up tbat wouJd release Dantel. 

Verse 15. Unlike the decree concern· 
ing the image set up by Nebuchadnez· 
zar (chapter 3: 6, 15), nothing was 
said in this one about the hOur at 
which its violation was to be punished. 
The delay of Darius in executing it 
seemed to cause the men to become 
uneasy lest he fail for some reason. 
Therefore they assembled befOre him 
and reminded him of the unchange
ableness of the decree which he had 
signed. 

Verse 16. Being tbus goaded by 
these men, the king was impelled, 
against his personal inclination, into 
carrying out the wicked decree. As 
the prophet was being thrust tnto the 
den the king commended him to his 
God. whr)7n thou servBat conttnuallll. 
Whether "the wish was father of the 
thought," or he was. making a 

challenge of the issue I do not know. 
However, Whatever the expectations of 
the king were, we may truly consider 
it a test, both of Daniel's faith and of 
the might of bis GOd. 

Verse 17. A stone was brought and 
laid upon the mouth, not at the mouth 
or door. That language is appropriate 
because the den was a pit dug out tn 
the ground. The stone was sealed with 
the klng's own Signet, whieh was a 
ring equipped with an engraving for 
making a stamp such as a notary uses 
today. That sealing had nothing to do 
with the confinement of Daniel, but 
protected the place against outside 
interference. 

Verse 18. The whole circumstance 
was grievous to Darius, for he thought 
well of Daniel, and had realized that 
he was the victim of a plot caused by 
the envy ot the lords and princes. The 
king passed a very restless night. 
Musick has no separate WOrd in the 
original, but the phrase instruments 
0/ ?nusick is from DACHAVAH and the 
most that Strong says of it by way of 
definition Is, "probably a musical tn· 
strument (as being struck) ," and he 
says it Is equivalent to another orig. 
inal word thnt he defines, "a primitive 
root: to pUSh down." Young says the 
word is ot "uncertain meaning." Mof
fatt renders the word for instru1n.ent" 
01 mU$ick by "dancing girls," and a 
footnote in the American Standard 
Version gIves the same rendering. An
other work at reference renders It 
"concubines." From the foregoing in
formation we can get a reasonably 
clear picture of the situation. Darius 
was an idolater, also was a weak, plea· 
sure-loving king. Under less serious 
Circumstances a man unable to sleep 
would pass the time in the indulgence 
of his allpetttes and passions. But the 
wakefulness of Darius was caused by 
a grief so profound that he had no 
desire tor "wine and women." 

Verse 19. After a sleepless night the 
king arose and went to the den. When 
one is forced to go througb a night 
without sleep from physical causes, the 
morning usually finds him in a very 
disturbed trame of mind; how much 
more so when it has been caused by a 
feeling of guilt. The entire nervous 
system ot Darius was shattered with 
remorse. 

Verse 20. He approached the den 
with mingled feelings, torn between 
hope and despair. The record ot Dan· 
iel's life wa.s evidently known SOme. 
what to the king, which would tend to 
give him hope that be would be mfrac· 
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ulously protected. And yet he was not 
certain that Daniel's God would see fit 
In this case to intervene. Lamentable 
is from ATSAB and Strong's definition 
is. "to afflict." The meaning of the 
passage is that Darious cried with a 
voice that expressed his afl'liction in 
both mind and body, We may condense 
the heart-rending cry to "0 Daniel. 
bas thy God seen fit to preserve thee?" 

Verse 21. I have no words fully to
describe the suspense in which the 
king must have hung atter uttering 
the foregoing, wailing cry. He could 
scarcely wait long enough for Daniel 
to respond should he be still alive, for 
seconds would seem like minutes or 
hours. And yet. even a seemingly long 
silence would not be Quite enough 
time; perhaps when a reasonable 
pause has passed the prisoner will 
speak. And again my words fail me 
in trying to describe the joyous relief 
the king must have felt when he heard 
the brief but respectful salutation, 0 
kino live tor ever. No tinge of bitter
ness or resentment, but the same atti
tude of respect for his earthly master 
he had always shown. 

Verse 22. In a candid but respectful 
manner Daniel explained to his king 
that his God had preserved him. He 
then accounted for the miraculous es
cape from the lions' mouths. He had 
been innocent in the sight ot his God, 
and also had done no hurt to his king. 
That word is defined as "crime" in 
Strong's lexicon, which prOves to us 
that Daniel was justified in his use of 
the word. It is true that he had dis
Obeyed the decree of th e king, but it 
was one that he had signed without 
any knowledge of the circumstances. 
Since Darius would not have signed 
the edict had he known the facts, the 
act at Daniel 1n continuing what had 
been his practice all along without 
any disapproval at the king, consti
tuted no deed that injured the dignity 
of his sovereign. 

Verse 23. We are sure that what
ever show of gladness the king made 
because at Daniel's preservation was 
Sincere. Not only was he preserved 
but he was not injured in any way. 
The word hurt in this verse means 
bodily damage. It is the writer who 
says that Daniel escaped all damage 
because he believed in his God. 

Verse 24. In the ordinary sense of 
accuse it means to charge one with 
something wrong. It Js a stronger 
word in the present case and means 
"to eat or consume." The thought is 
that the men desired to have Daniel 

destroyed by being eaten by the lions. 
Instead at such a fate happening to 
the prophet it came upon the accusers. 
Their Children and their wives were 
thrown into the den with them. The 
reason for casting these people into 
the den is clarified by a statement or 
Josephus, Antiquities, Book 10, Chap
ter 11, Section 6, as follows: "Now 
when his enemies saw that Daniel had 
suttered nothing which was terrible, 
they would not own tbat be was pre
served by God and by his providence; 
but they said, that the lions had been 
filled lun with food, and on that ac
count it was, as they supposed, that 
the liOns would not touch Daniel. nor 
come to him, and this they alleged to 
the king; but the king, out of an ab
horrence of their wickedness, gave 
order that they should throw in a 
great deal of flesh to the lions; and 
when they bad filled themselves, he 
gave further order that Daniel's en
emies should be cnst into the den that 
he might learn whether the lions, now 
they were full, would touch them or 
nol; and it appeared plain to Darius, 
after the princes had been cast to the 
wild beasts, that it was God who pre
served Daniel, for the Hans spared 
none of them, but tore thema11 to 
pieces, as if they had been very hun
gry, and wanted fgod. I suppose, 
therefore, it was not their hunger, 
which had been a little before satisfied 
with abundance ot flesh, but the wick
edness of these men that provoked 
them to destroY the princes. For if 
it so pleased God, that wickedness 
might by even those irraUonal crea
tures, be esteemed a plain foundation' 
for their punishment." No doubt these 
wicked enemies of Daniel thought 
they had a sufficient explanation of 
bis Preservation in claiming that the 
be:lsts had been previously ted to their 
tull. WheUler Darius seriously can· 
sidered their suggestion we Ita ve no 
way oC knowing. But il was a fair test 
tor these accusers to have the lions ted 
under the king's orders before offering 
them these human bodies. If being 
filled before caused them to ignore the 
body of Daniel (as these men had 
c laimed). then the same condition 
should work that way again. Or ever 
means "before ever" they reached the 
bottom of the ('ave or den. The beasts 
were so vicious towards these people, 
even though they had their stomachs 
filled with fresh meat, that they lunged 
up and seized them before they had 
a chance to alight. 

Verse 25. The world empires were 
made up 01 all people, nations, ana 
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languages of the civilized wor ld, hence 
a proclamation such as the king 
wished to be made would be so ad
dressed In order to reach and affect 
a ll the subjects ot his r ealm. 

Verse 26. Every domi nion of my 
kingrLom is explained by the comments 
on the preceding verse. Reli gion was 
a state affair with the ancient em
pires, hence It was in line with the 
ru le for Darius to make the require
ment set forth in this decree, though 
the Lord did not depen d On the 
worldly governments to stipula te the 
form of worship that was to be offered 
to Him. The king made a speCi fic men
tion of his reasons for issuing the de
cree which were true and very r espect
ful. 

Verse 27. The king continued his 
general remarlls about the greatness 
of "the God of Daniel," but h e did not 
stop with generalities; he cited the 
case of Daniel's deliverance from the 
power of the lions. 

Verse 28. Strong defines prospered 
as, "A primitive root ; to pUSh for
ward, in var ious senses (literally or 
figuratively, transitively or in transi
tively)." Cyrus Is called the Pers ian 
because the Dar ius named in the 
same connection was a Mede. The Per
sians also had kings with that name 
but they will come into the blstor y of 
the empire after the events at this 
book. This verse is intended as a 
general statement covering the span 
ot time that Daniel and his WOrk as 
a prophet had recognition before the 
rulers of the world. 

DANIEL 7 
Verse 1. Witb th is chapter the book 

takes on a different characteristic and 
will be made up almost entirely of 
prophecies. However, since t he chap
ters are not chronological as to dates, 
it will be necessary tor the author to 
make reference to some of the visions 
of Daniel in r.onnection wi th their his
storical settings. Some at them oc
curred while the Babylonian Empire 
was yet in power, while others came 
to him after the Persians took over. 
The vision at this chapter came to 
Daniel in the first year of Belshazzar 
king at Babylon. That takes us baek 
a number at years prior to the fall ot 
Babylon. GOd bas used various meth
ods in making revelations of his pur
poses to the world (Hebrews 1: 1). 
Sometimes He will cause a heathen to 
become the instrument far service and 
give him a vision or dream. Some
times the prophet will be given the 

dream a nd be enabled to explain it to 
the proper persons. Such was done In 
this and other chapters ot this book, 

Verse 2. Prophecies are frequently 
made in symbols and the interpreta
tion consists in determining what the 
symbols stand for. It is not so difftcult 
to do that if we may find the history 
of such prophecies as have been ful
filled. E'Oltr w·jnds signifies the whole 
wor ld is to be involved because there 
are four directions on the compass. 
Strove is from giyach and Strong de
fines it, "To push torth," which means 
to cause some commotion or move· 
men t. Since the outcome of this rush
ing will result in something pertaining 
to h uman beings, we kno w the great 
sea means the inha bitants of the cIvil
ized world that were to become sub
jects at this empire. 

Verse 3. When this great sea or hu
manity was stirred up by the four 
winds it brought forth jour great 
beasts. They correspond to the four 
world kingdoms ot cha pter 2: 36-~O. 
The~e kingdoms were diver se one front 
another, which means that although 
the four governments were alike in 
that they were world powers in their 
scope, yet each had characteristics pe
culiar to itself. 

Verse 4. The fi rst beast (Babylon) 
was like a lion which indica tes 
strength. (See chapter 2: 37.) It had 
cagle's Win gs which Indicates the abil
ity to soar and cover the whole area 
of mankind. (See chapter 2: 38.) 
Man's h eart gi ll--en to it signifies the 
beas t referred to something composed 
of inte lligent, human beings, which 
was true of the Babylonian Empire. 

Verse 5. The second beast (Medo
Persia) was like to a bear. That ani
mal is cruel and vicious (2 Kings 2: 
24), and likewise the Persians were a 
ct'uel people. See the comments on 
chapter 6: 24, and note that women 
and children were cast together into 
the lions' den. The three ribs de
notes a devouring diSPOSition, and 
it was told to devour much f lesh, 
whicb means this kingdom would con
quer many people. The beast raised 
itself up on one side. It was composed 
ot the Medes and Persians (two sides), 
and one side (the Persians) rose 
lligher as a political institution than 
the Medes. To ver ify this I shall quote 
some history. "Although the Persians 
were destined to become the dominant 
tribe (emphasis mine, E.M.Z.) at a t! 
the I ranian Aryans, still the Medes 
were at first the leading people!'
),.Iye rs' Ancient History, page 88. This 
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statement is verified also by Herod
otus, Part 1, sectlon 130. 

Verse 6. A le()para is or the same 
family or beasts as the lion (the cat), 
but is smaller and apparently with 
less prospect of accomplishing much 
in the world . But it is a swift animal 
(Habakkuk 1: 8) and can make up in 
speed what it lacks the size of body 
to perform. Tbis feature of the beast 
will be described soon. The kingdom 
represented by the leapard was the 
Greek or Macedonian (two names ap
plied interchangeably to the same gov
ernment). This empire was started by 
Philip of Macedon. but its world-wide 
proportions were accomplished by his 
son, known in history as Alexander 
the Great. In 12 years he covered the 
territory of the Medo.Persian Empire 
and brought 1t under the control of 
the Grecian, and by such swift mili
tary accomplishments justified the 
comparison to the leopard made by the 
prophet Habakkuk. Four 'Wings and 
f01J.,r heads refers to the four divisions 
into which the conquests of Alexander 
tell upon his untimely death. This 
great event is well described by the 
historian from whom I shall quote. 
"There was no one who could wield 
the sword that tell trom the hand of 
Alexander. It is said that, when dy
ing, being asked to whom the kingdom 
should belong, he replied 'to the 
strongest,' and handed his signet ring 
to his general Perdiccas. But Perdic
cas was not strong enough to master 
the difficulties at the situation. Indeed, 
who is strong enough to rule the 
world? Consequently the vast empire 
created by Alexander's unparalleled 
conquests was distracted by the wran
glings and wars or his successors, and 
before the close of the fourth century 
B.C. bad become broken into many 
fragments. Besides minOr states, tour 
monarchies rose out ot the ruins."
Myers' Ancient History, pages 286, 287. 

VerSe 7. The fourth beast (Roman) 
is described as dreadfUl and terrible. 
The first word is tram an original that 
means to look dangerous ; the second 
is defined in the lexicon as "mighty," 
and both at these characteristics were 
true of the Roman Empire as historY 
abundantly shows. Iron teeth is ex
plained by the comments and history 
quoted at chapter 2: 40, and also are 
devoured and brake. I trust the reader 
will see that place before gOing tUrther 
with the study of this verse. The ten 
horn8 corresponda to the ten toes in 
the 2nd chapter that belonged to the' 
giant man in Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

They refer to ten European govern· 
ments that were within the Roman 
Empire and whose kings Or other 
heads ruled their dominions in sub
jection to the great head in the city 
of Rome. It does not mean that just 
that number was all at such govern· 
ments that existed, but they were rep· 
resentative of the group at local 
powers that made up the fourth and 
last world empire. The reason for se
lecting the number of ten is that the 
initial symbol tor the subject was a 
human fOrm which would call for ten 
since that Is the proper number for 
the toes. The ten governments are, 
England, Germany. Italy. France, Hol
land, Belgium, Austria, Switzerland, 
Portugal, and Spain. 

Verse g. Religion was a state affair 
in the world empires, and the success 
or failure of any conflict between 
church and state depends on which 
was the stronger at any given time. 
The ten horns at the fourth beast were 
the temporal powers named in the 'Pre· 
ceding verse, and each of them had 
some jurisdiction over the religious 
lives or its subjects. As a rule that 
jurisdiction was exercised In harmony 
with the will of the beast to which the 
horn belonged. But in time a little 
horn sprang up among these temporal 
powers, and it also had a religious 
theory, and there was some kind at 
conflict between it and the temporal 
powers and tbe result was that three 
of them were subdued or plucked up. 
The litt le horn was the papacy that 
started with small proportions but ex
panded as the years went by. There 
is some uncertainty as to which tem
poral powers were the three and I 
shall not attempt to determine it. But 
the purposes of this commentary do 
not requIre any definite conclusion 
here. The charact eristics of eyes 01 a 
man and mouth speaki.ng great things 
identify the horn as the pap~cy. 

Verse 9. Not only was religion a 
state affair in the world empires, but 
that religion was torced upOn the sub
jects without regard tor their personal 
convictions. As long as that condition 
existed, such institutions as world em
pires could exist a lso. But God pur
passed to introduce an institution into 
the mi dst ot "these kings" (chapter 
2: (4) that was to change things and 
teach the principle ot individual re
sponsibility that would result in the 
downfall of these world powers. That 
is the prediction In the words till the 
thrones were cast down in this verse. 
The Ancient '01 daya is the same being 
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as is called the GoeL of heaven In chap· 
ter 2: 44, 

Verse 10. Fiery stream is a symbol 
of the forceful discharge of truth that 
proceeds from God. The many thou
sands reters to the extent of God's 
dominion over the lives of mankind. 
Judoment set; books opened indicates 
that God is about to put into execution 
His determination to overthrow the 
reign of tbe world empires. The words 
italicized are used tor this great revo
lulion because such is the usual pro
cedure when anyone or any group is to 
be brought to a test. In its fulfillment 
it refers' to the predictions made by 
both Ezekiel and Daniel previously 
tbat the dominating world powers were 
to be overthrown by the influence of 
God's teaching on individual responsi
bility. 

Verse 11. Two creatures or Institu
tions are referred to in this verse, and 
they seem to be in collusion for the 
one purpose of depriving men of their 
personal liberty of thought and action. 
Those two creatures are the horn and 
!least. The first is the papacy and the 
second is the world empire of Rome. 
We do not usually think of these as 
being in the same class, for one is 
political and the other is religious; yet 
they both were opposed to the per
sonal Uberty mentioned a few lines 
above. It is true that the papacy was 
formed many years after the kingdom 
was started that the God of heaven 
was to set up. And it is true also 
that the beast (Rome) continued 
many years atter it was started. But 
it received the "death stroke" when 
that heavenly kingdom was set up and 
some time was required for it to suc
cumb to the stroke. But knowlng that 
it would do so, God directed a vision 
that is to be dated according to the 
time of the "stroke," some more par· 
ticulars of the same which will be seen 
in the following verses. Beast was 
slain is the event resulting from the 
"death stroke" stated above, and the 
burning flame is the fiery stream. of 
verse 10. 

Verse 12. Rest 01 the beasts refers 
to the same as the ten horns. When 
the world empires were made to be a 
thing of the past, the kings of those 
governments lost the position they 
once held (had the·ir 4O?ninion taken 
away) as part of such an empire. Yet 
their lives prolonged is a figurative 
way of saying they would not be en· 
tirely blotted out. When the next 
great event occurs, soon to be pre
dicted, these governments will find 

that their existence as temporal insti
tutions, independent of the world mon
archies, will be recognized and encour
aged. 

Verse 13. The San Of mat~ is Christ 
and the Ancient Of days is God bis 
Fatber. Near before him. denotes the 
close association of these two divine 
Beings in bringing into the world the 
principles destined to accomplish the 
things just predicted. 

Verse 14. This verse predicts the 
same things as chapter 2: 4.4, slightJy 
different terms being used. Given him 
means that God was to work through 
his Son in "setting up" the kingdom 
that was never to be destroyed. An 
people were to serve Him even as all 
nations of them had been under the 
sway of the world empires. But those 
empires dominated the people by their 
political control to such an extent that 
they perverted even their religiOUS 
conduct. The kingdom or the God of 
heaven (the church) was to rule all 
who became its subjects with the rod 
of divine truth, which would give to 
each man the Uberty of conscience and 
conduct that is in harmony with indi
vidual responsibility under the prin
ciples of that divine truth. 

Verse 15. Up to this verse the chap
ter is describing the dream or vision 
that Daniel had. The interpretations 
and comments that I have been giVing 
on the verses are not those of the 
prophet, for he had not known them 
himself as yet. but is soon to learn 
them through another. My comments 
are based partIy on Borne of the state
ments of one of them that stood, by 
(verse 16), and partly on the facts 
and truths of history as quoted. We 
may note here that Daniel was not 
given the interpretation of his dream 
along with the vision itself, as was 
done in other cases, but he must ob
tain that information from another. 
So it is another instance of the "divers 
manners" spoken of in Hebrews 1: 1. 
After having this vision, the prophet 
was grieved, and trOUbled. because he 
did not know what it meant. However, 
upon awaking he recalled It and made 
a record of it, "wrote the dream," and 
also "told the sum" of it (verse 1). 

Verse 16. This verse tells us to 
whom Daniel told his dream; it was 
to one 01 them that stood. by. This was 
evJdently some person sent by the 
Lord to explain to Daniel the interpre
tation of his dream. It is true that 
God could have inspired the prophet 
with the interpretation also even as 
he did in other instances, but He has 
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not always done his work after the 
same manner (He brews 1: 1). Arter 
the one that stood by had given to 
Daniel the interpretation of the dream 
he disappeared from the scene and the 
rest of the chapter will be the direct 
words of Daniel, repeated, of course, 
atter the interpretation as he received 
it. We may be sure that the Lord will 
give the prophet whatever help is nec
essary to assure a correct report of 
that given him, 

Verse 17. I shall avoid lengthy or 
unnecessary repetition ot interpreta· 
tions that have been given in the fore
part of the chapter. The four kings 
are the same as the four great beasts 
in verse 3, and the tour kingdoms of 
chapter 2: 38-40. 

Verse 18. Saints 01 the Most High 
are members of the kingdom that the 
God of heaven was to set up. Take the 
k:ingM'In is equivalent to "break in 
pieces and consume these kingdoms" 
In chapter 2: 44. Possess ... for ever 
and ever means the overthrow of 
world empires by the inftuence of the 
church, and this influence was to last 
always. 

Verses 19, 20. The one that stood by 
at first gave Daniel a brief interpreta
tion of the four great beasts, that they 
represented four kings who were to 
m'ise, and then he added that the 
saints of the Mos t High would take 
the kingdom, indicating that this par
ticular prediction pertained to only 
one of them, and naturally it would be 
the tourth and last one. Just then he 
recalled that in his dream he saw 
much more concerning it than of any 
at the others. That ca used him to ask 
for the interpretation of those events, 
and to make sure that his inquiry was 
appreciated he repeated the descrip
tion and doings of the fourth beast; 
such is the subjec t matter of these 
verses. 

Verse 21. It is not an unusual thing 
far a prophecy in the Btble to have a 
twofold application, or for it to have 
its original application extended so as 
to include other things farther in the 
future, and that was done in this pre
diction. But to get the background 
tbat leads up to this extended applica
tion 1 must take the reader back to a 
word in the beginning of verse 19 
which is the word truth. We know 
Daniel was not in any doubt as to 
whether anything the one standing by 
sald would be true, hence we must 
look for a special meaning of the 
word. It is derived tram YATSAB which 
Strong defines, <fA primitive root; to 

place (any thing so as to stay); re
fl exively to station, 01'l'er. continue." 
The ]ast word in the definition is the 
one for our use here. It signifies that 
Daniel wanted to know the application 
of the prophecy so that 1t "continued" 
until it included the horn (the pa
pacy). Continuing his Inquiry at the 
man, he saw some additional symbols, 
and they are the things ot the present 
verse and others to tollow. The war 
this horn made against the saints was 
the pe rsecution of Christians by the 
church of Rome, that r eceived such 
strong support from the empire of 
Rome (the fourth beast) before that 
beast was overthrown. 

Verse 22. The war mentioned in the 
preceding verse was to continue until 
God gave his saints some relief from 
the persecutions they were enduring. 
This general prediction will become 
more specific a little farther down. 

Ver se 23. For some reason the 
prophet goes back to an earlier time 
and r epeats some things about the 
fourth beast, describing it as a WOrld 
power and devouring men. 

Verse 24. The story continues on 
with the inclusion at the ten horns 
\', h ich bave been previously explained 
to be tbe ten European governments 
that were a part of the Roman Em
pire. Perhaps we can see the logical 
connection between this and what is 
SOOn to come before the chapter is 
conCluded. It was among or out of 
"these kings," including the ten horns, 
til at another "little horn" was to 
arise which was the papacy. It was 
necessary to refer anew to this insti
tution in order to connect the story 
up with the important revolutionary 
even ts ye t to be foretold. 

Verse 25. The pronoun h e stands 
tor the "little horn" which is the pa
Vacy or church of Rome, and the pas
sage is a description of the character 
and conduct of that institutt'on through 
a long J:)eriod of years. W ear out the 
eai,nts is a repetition of the "war with 
the saints" in verse 21. Think to 
change times and law s 1s still a pre
diction of the church ot Rome which 
was to be in cooperaUon with the 
fourth beast, the Roman Empire; as 
long as that government existed, and 
the two thus united composed what is 
1m own in history and prophecy as 
Babylon the Great. otherwise de
scribed as the union of church and 
st nte. The words italicized means the 
church of Rome boastfully will claim 
authority to regulate public matters 
the same as it it were GOd. (See a 
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like prediction of this in st itution in 
2 Thessalonians 2: 4.) Shall be given 
into his hand means they will be per
secuted and suppressed dur ing the pe· 
riad soon to be described. That period 
is known in the language and Htera
tu re ot Christian teachers as the Dark 
Ages, a nd its length is acknowledged 
to have been 1260 years. But the pe
riod here is s tated in symbols, and 
we know that an inspired symbols 
must be interpreted in har mony with 
the known facts of h istory. So the 
symbols denote the following: A t ime 
(the original fOr which Strong defines, 
u a 8et t,ime; technically a year"), 
times (which \vQuld require at least 2 
years), and the dividing of time 
(which wou ld be balf a Year.) Alto
gether there would be three and a half 
symbolical yars. In prophecy or sym
bols a day s tands lor a year . There 
are 360 days in a prophetical year: 
multiply 360 by three and a half and 
we get 1260, the number ot years of 
the Dark Ages. This is not simply an 
arbitrary conclusion of a devoted ad
vocate of the Bible. but even the his
torian Edward Gibbon, who was an 
infidel as regards the Bible, gives us 
in rowld numbers the same period for 
the reign ot the church ot Rome, and 
I shall quote a paragraph trom his De· 
c line and Fall of the R oman Empire, 
chapl.er 28. as follows: "In the long 
pertod of twelve hund red yearS. which 
elapsed between the r eign at Constan
tine and the reformation of Luther 
[which are the beginning and ending 
dates of the Dark Ages accordin g to 
Ch ristian scholars], the Worsh ip of 
saints fin d relics corrupted the pure 
and pertect simplicity of the Chr istian 
model ; a nd some symptoms of degen
eracy may be observed even in the 
first generations [See 2 Thessa lonia ns 
2: 7] which adopted and cherished this 
pernicIous innovation." 

Verse 26. This verse Is a prediction 
ot the period in historY known as the 
Reformation, started by Martin Luther 
and conducted in cooperation with 
others of that time. Take away his 
dom.inion means the union of church 
and state was to be dissolved as are· 
suit of the Reformation , for that event 
over threw the despotic ruJe of the 
church of Rome Over the lives ot men 
in both public and private life. 

Verse 27. The lang-uage ot thls verse 
is sim ilar to that of chapter 2: 44, and 
it Is fitting that it should be. Each 
passage had to do with the verpetuity 
ot the church or k ingdom of Christ. 
In the first place the teaching of that 

church r esulted in the overthrow of 
the wor ld empires, and in the second 
it resulted in the do\vnfall ot Babylon 
the Great, and in spite of all the tests 
its enemies forced upon it, the king· 
dom of Christ stood and is still stand
ing. 

Ve r se 28, H it herto is the end. means 
that Daniel has related tbe whole story 
of thi s d ream. CO{}itations is defined 
by St rong as, "a mental conception." 
The prophet repeats what he sa id in 
verse 15, that what he saw in the vi
sion troubled him. Yet h e was a ble to 
keep the matter in his heart and r elate 
it to the one who stood by. 

DANIEL 8 
Verse 1. Again the Lord gave to 

Danie l a prophecy, but thi s time it was 
in the f01'1l} of a vis ion instea r) of a 
dream. It was sho",~ to him two years 
aftel' the dream at the preceding chap
ter. Another difference in this chapter 
is that, whereas the other considered 
the four world empires, this will be 
about the Medo-Persian and Grecian. 

Verse 2. At the time Daniel saw this 
vision be was on the banks of a river 
in the province of Elam. Shushan 
(sometimes spelled Susa) was one of 
the capitals of the Medo·Persian Em. 
pire. The r eason for saying one of its 
capitals is tha t after the ascendency of 
th is world power, its rulers reS ided 
sometlmes in this place and sometimes 
in Babylon. However. at the time of 
this ch apter the Babylonian Empire 
was still in power, and the reference 
to the palace was because the province 
had once been a prominen t territory 
and had its own local rule rs who had 
their mansion he re. Since Da niel had 
thi s vision while the firs t ot the four 
world powers was in torce. it would 
make the events shown in the Vision 
truly prophetical. 

Ver se 3. The ram in this vision was 
the Medo·Persian Empire, tbe two 
parts of the empire corresponding to 
the two horns of the beast. In sym
bols an event may occur that is dift'er
ent from the natUral procedure, yet 
one wh ich truly represents the actual 
transaction In tbe application. Thus 
we here have two circumstances tha t 
diffe r trom the natural course of 
events. The horns of this ram did not 
grow up together, nor did they main
tain the same greatness Or height. 
That was fulfilled in the history ot the 
two parts of the empire, the Medes 
and the P ersians. The Medes were the 
older of the two groups but never did 
attain to the proportions of the Per· 
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sians. The historical evidence of this 
may be seen in the comments on chap
ter 7: 5. 

Verse 4. The three directions men
tioned are significant. A glance at the 
map will show the original headquar
ters of the Medea and Persians were 
in the east-central portion of the then 
civilized world. If the empire was to 
expand it would have to do so in these 
directions. It continued to do so until 
it grew into tbe proportions of a world 
empire. This was the second one of 
the tour kingdoms that had been pre
dicted by both Ezekiel and Daniel. 
And both of these prophets Predicted 
tha t it would be subdued and replaced 
by another, which brings the story up 
to the next event of the vision seen 
by Daniel. 

Verse 5, Daniel was interested in 
the event he had Just seen and was 
thinking over it when another s ight 
came be rore him. A he goat was 
selected by the Lord, that animal being 
rougher and stronger and better 
adapted to the action about to take 
place. The goat represented the Greek 
or Macedonian Empire which was the 
third of the world empires we have 
been reading about. Like the Baby
lonian Empire, its fi rst king was not 
its greatest. The fi rst of the Baby
lonian rulers was Naoopolassar , bu t 
its greatest one was Nebuchadnezzar . 
The fi rst ruler at the Macedonian Em
pire was Philip of Macedon, but by far 
its greatest one was h is son Alexander, 
represented by a -notab le hOrn. In sym
bolic literature a horn represents 
power and authority, and Alexander 
surely possessed both. Touched not 
the ground, is figurative and refers to 
th e swiftness of Alexander's march 
across the Persian dominions . He cov
ered that vast terrHory in twelve 
years with very little r esistance. 

Verse 6. This verse reters to the 
furious advance at Alexander upon 
Persia. 

Verse 7. In this one verse the com
plete subjugation at Persia by Alexan
der was indicated by the vision. Choler 
means bitterness according to Strong's 
lexicon. but it does not necessarily re
fer to the personal character at Alex
ander only. The idea is tha t the de
teat that was in.flicted upon the Per· 
stans was a bitter experience. 

Verse 8. lVhen he 'was strong de
notes that Alexander was a t the height 
at his success when he died, and that 
even t also fulfilled the rest at the pre
diction, f.he great horn Was broken. 
I shall quote a passage from one of the 

"church fathers," otherwise called the 
Nicene L ibrary. "Again, the sons at 
Greece celebrate Alexander the Mace
dan ian as the conqueror at many and 
diverse nations; yet we find that he 
was removed by an early death, before 
he had reached maturity, being car
ried ot! by the effects of revelry and 
drunkenness. His whole life embraced 
but the space of thirty-two years, and 
his reign extended to no mOre than a 
th ird part of that period. Unsparing 
as the thunderbolt, he advanced 
through s treams of blood and r educed 
enUre nations and cities, young and 
old, to utter slavery. But when he had 
scar cely arrived at the maturity of life, 
and was lamenting the loss at youth
ful pleasure, death fell upon him with 
terrible stroke, and, that he might 
not longer outrage the human race, cut 
him oft in a foreign and hostile land, 
ch ildless, without s uccessor, a nd borne
less. His kingdom, too, was instantly 
dismembered, each of his Officers tak
ing away and appropriating a portion 
tor himself. And yet this maD is ex
ton~d tor such deeds as t hese."-Euse
bius, Life at Constantine. Book 1, 
Chapter 7. The four notable ones re
fers to the four divisions into which 
Alexander's conquests tell upon his 
death, predicted by the tour wings and 
four heads in chapter 7 : 6. 

Verse 9. In the comments a t verse 1 
it is stated that this chapter would be 
concerned with only two at the world 
powers. That is, all of the chapter 
would be about those two or some part 
of them. However, to avoid confusion, 
I think it should be explained that the 
tour divisions into which Alexnnder's 
conquests teU at his death, whlIe still 
a part of the third world empire. will 
rece ive some speCial attention. It was 
not long until two of these divisions 
wer e absorbed by the others, leaving 
only two which occupy the prophecy 
and history until they. too, were ab
sorbed by the growing power of the 
fourth world empire, the Roman. The 
two remaining divisions will be re
terroo to as Syria and E gypt. The 
former embraced the country formerly 
called Syria, and most ot the countries 
as tar eastward as the Indus River, 
and Jt included Palestine aiso, which 
will account for much ot the important 
prophecy yet to come. The latter em
braced the country at Egypt and the 
territory immediately surrounding it. 
These two kingdoms are a lso referred 
to in history and prophecy as the 
"northern" and the "southern" king
dems, and the two were almost con-
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stantiy ill a state of hostility against 
each other. The present verse has to 
do with the kingdom of SYria, and es
pecially with one of its kings who was 
one of the most vile and wicked men: 
in history. Much of this chaPter has 
to do with this man whose name was 
Antiochus Epiphanes, sometimes re
ferred to by either one of the names 
only. He is the little hOrn of this 
verse, and is represented as becoming 
eager for more and more power. Hence 
he pushed outward to other territories 
and included the pleasant land which 
means Palestine. 

Verse 10. Btars is from KOWKAR 
which Strong defines, "figuratively a 
prince." The words host 01 heaven, 
therefore. means the citizens of this 
"pleasant land," and the stars bas 
re ference to the outstanding men 
among them. This wicked king had a 
bitter feeling against the Jews, and 
was disposed to do them all the harm 
he COUld. 

Verse 11. The daily sacrifice was 
presided over by the priest, hence we 
know that in this passage the prince 
of the ·hast refers to the priest., The 
meaning of the prediction 1s that 
Epiphanes would stop the offering of 
tbe daily sacriHce. Place Of the sanc· 
tuary ca.st doton. Not only was the 
sacrifice to be stopped, but the altar 
and temple were to be desecrated. The 
fuUlllment of prophecy is to be seen in 
the events of history. hence It will be 
appropriate for me to quote some now: 
"At the same time that Antiochus, who 
was called Epiphanes, had a Quarrel 
with the sixth ptolemy [one of the 
kings of Egypt] about his right to the 
whole country of Syria, a great sedi· 
tion fell among the men ot powel' in 
Judea, and tbey had a contention 
about obtaining the government; while 
each of those that were of dignity 
could not endure to be subject to their 
equals. However. Onias, one of the 
high-priests, got the better, aud cast 
the sons of Tobias out of the city; who 
fied to Antiochus, and besought him to 
make use of them for his leaders, and 
to make an expedition tnto Judea. The 
king being thereto disposed before
hand, complied with them, and came 
upon the Jews with a great army, aud 
took their city by force. and slew a 
great multitude of those that favored 
Ptolemy and sent out his soldiers to 
plunder them, without mercy. He also 
spoiled the temple, and put a stop to 
the constant practice of oilering a 
daily sacrHice of expiation for three 
years and six months. But Onias, the 

high-priest, fled to Ptolemy, and re
cei ved a place for him in the Nomus 
of H eliopolis, where he built a City reo 
sembling Jerusalem, and a temple that 
was like Its temple; concerning which 
we shall speak more in its proper place 
hereafter. 

"Now Antiochus was not satisfied 
either with his unexpected taking of 
the city, Or with pillage, or with the 
great slaughter he had made there ; 
but beIng overcome with his Violent 
passions, and remembering What he 
had suffered during the siege, he com· 
pelled the Jews to dissolve the laws of 
the country, and to keep their Infants 
uncircumcised, and to sacrifice swine's 
flesh upon the altar; against which 
they all opposed themselves, and the 
most approved among them were put 
to death. Bacchides also, wbo was 
sent to keep the fortresses, baving 
these wicked commands, joined to bis 
own natUral barbarity, indulged all 
sorts of the extremest wickedness, and 
tormented the Worthiest of the inhabi· 
tants, man by man, and threatened 
their city every day with open destruc
tion; ttll at length he provoked the 
poor sufferers, by the extremity of his 
wicked dOings, to avenge themselves." 
-Josephus, Wars, Book I, Chapter I, 
Sections I, 2. 

Verse 12. We might wonder why 
God would suffer as wicked a man as 
Antiochus to be so successful against 
His people. It was not the first Ume 
He had used evil characters as instru
ments by which to chastise the Jews. 
The last great instance was that of the 
king of Babylon who was empowered 
to take them off into captivity to pun
ish them for their idolatry. But after 
that experience the Lord aSSUred his 
people that they would never again be 
sent as a nation out of their own land. 
However. He did not tell them they 
never would be punished at all it they 
disobeyed the divine laws. And when 
they again became corrupt in other 
ways (not idolatry), He determined to 
punish them. This time it was by suf
fering the wic]{ed king Antiochus to 
interrUPt their sacred Practice of the 
daily sacrifice, and the present verse 
bas to do with that sad affair. Host is 
from TSEBAA H which Strong defines. 
"A mass of persons (or figuratively 
things). especially regularly organized 
for war (an army); by implication a 
campaign, literal or figurative)." The 
prediction means that Antiochus would 
be given an army to be used in a cam
paign against the practice of the daily 
sacrifice. The passage fUrther tells 
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why he was given this service against 
the Jews; it was bV reason 01 tr£nts
g-ressions. This point is verified by an
cient history. and I shall quote an 
interesting paragraph on the subject. 
"Epiphanes ridiculed all religions. He 
plundered the temples ot Greece, and 
wanted to rob that ot Elymais. He ex
ercised his impious fur y cbieHy agamst. 
Jerusalem and the J ews, and almost 
without resistance. The Almighty 
seemed to wink for a time at all the 
abominations whicb were committed 
in His temple, till his wrath against 
his people was satisfied," - Rollin's 
Ancient History. VolUme 4, Page 242. 
But however faithfully an instrumen
ta lity of man is used to carry out the 
dlvine will. the Lord never tolerates 
the wicked motive with which that 
service is rendered, but will eventually 
bring the proper punishment upon 
that person or perSons, We shall learn 
bdore this chapter is finished that 
Antiochus received the full reward for 
his wicked treatment of the Je ..- s who 
were the people of the God of heaven. 

Verse 13. The disgraceful condition 
produced about the temple and altar 
a roused the anxious inquiry of the 
saint who beheld it. The verse may 
well be abbreviated by the words, 
"How long will it be until th is condi
tion will be corrected, and the daily 
sacrifice be resumed according to the 
law?" 

Verse 14. The answer was addressed 
to Daniel instead of the saint who had 
asked the question, because it had 
been asked in the hearing of the 
prophet who was to be the reporter of 
the scene. The number of days, 2300, 
Is nearly six and a half years. This 
includes the time the altar lay dese. 
crated and idle, and a lso the period re
Quired for the war for the repossess.on 
at the holy institution. The war was 
conducted by Judas Maccabeus, a fai th· 
ful and zealous Jew, The history of 
that war is too extensive to CO)y here, 

. but the reader m ay see the inform:l' 
tiOD in Josephus, Antiquities, 12-7·1-6. 

Verse 15. As tn the vision of the 
preceding chapter, after the prophet 
had seen this one just related, he 
wished to know tts interpretation, We 
do not know the identity or the person 
who will speak first, but he evidently 
was a messenger acting under d ivine 
orders, tor his directions were obeyed, 

Verse 16. That spokesman used the 
voice of a man, and Daniel heard 
him speak to the one who stood before 
the prophet. who had the appearance 
of a man, and bade him explain to 

Daniel the vision, at the same time 
addressing him by the name of Ga
briel. 

Verse 17. The appearance of this 
m("lssenger from heaven filled Daniel 
with surprise and terror, and in rev· 
erence he tell face downward upon the 
ground, Then Gabriel made an intro· 
ductory remark as to the time when 
the vision would be fulfilled, The time 
01 lhe end could not be the end or the 
world. tor the events predicted do not 
agree with that period. Neither could 
it mean the end of the four world em· 
pires, for there was still one more of 
them to come which was to exist for 
centuries, Hence, on the basis of elim· 
ination, the conclusion Is that it refers 
to the end of the second ODe of the 
worid powers that are pictured in the 
vision. That is in harmony with the 
facts of history. for AntiOChus Epiph
anes, with whom the vision concludes. 
appears in the historical records about 
160 years B.C., and the r eign of the 
Macedonian Empire was tapering off 
toward its end, to be supplanted by the 
Roman Empire, which was then begin
ning to cast its shadow ahead. 

Verse 18. The prophet was still un
der the effect of his proslratingsur· 
prise which had thrown him into a 
deep sleep, That not being the desir· 
abJe condition in which to receive 
such an important communication. Ga· 
briel restored him to fu ll conscious· 
n ess. 

Verse 19. Last end means the same 
as time oj the end, explained by the 
comments on verse 17. However, there 
is a more speCific item added to the 
prediction as to the date and that is, 
end 01 the indignation. The vision 
ended at the final downfall and death 
ot Antiocbus, whose Wicked conduct 
provoked the hlllignatlon at GOd. 

Verse 20. This is fully explained at 
verse 3, 

Verse 21. King of Grecia means the 
royalty in general, for a particular one 
of the kings will be alluded to at the 
end of the verse. First king is ex· 
plained at verse 5. 

Ve rse 22, The four kin(Jd.Qms is ex
plained at verse 8, Not in. his power 
means that the tour divisions into 
which the conquests of Alexander fell 
at bis death were none ot them as 
~trong as he, This prediction and 
conclusion may be verified by secular 
history, and I shall again quote from 
Myers' Andent Iristny, page 286: 
"There was no one who could wield 
the sword that fell from the hands of 
Alexander, It is said that, when dy-
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tng, being asked to whom the kingdom 
should belong, he replied , 'to the 
strongest.' and banded his signet ring 
to his genera.l Perdiccas. But Perdie
cas was not strong enough to master 
the difficulties of the situation. In· 
deed, who is s trong enough to rule 
the world ?" 

Verse 23. Their kingdom has spec1al 
reference to the tour divisions of Alex
ander's empire, of which Syria was 
the most lmportant. Near the close of 
that period (see the comments on "last 
end" in verse 19) a condition was to 
exist described by transgressors are 
come to the full. This subject ot trans
gression is treated at length by com
ments and quotation from history at 
verse 12, which includes the name and 
some of the traits of the king referred 
to in this verse. Fierce countenance 
is defined by Strong as meaning "harsh 
or face." Dark sentences Is from one 
original word wbich is CHIYDAH. and 
Strong defines it, "A puzzle ; hence a 
trick, conundrum, sententious (brief 
or pithy] maxim." Shall stana up 
means to appear and become very 
prominent. Hence 'We understand that 
Antiochus Eplpbanea was a man with 
a hard looking face and a character 
equally harsh. He was an expert in 
matters of trickery, and would not 
hesitate to use it to his own advan
tage when the opportunity came be
fore him. 

Verse 24. Not by his own power is 
explained at length at verse 12. Pros
per and practice refers to the success 
of Antiochus In his wicked transac
tions. Destroy the 1n1.gltty and holy 
people. Antiochus was to overthrow 
those with whom he came In contact, 
whether they be the strong people of 
the world or the good people of God. 

Verse 25. Cause craft to pr(Jsper is 
explained under (lark sentences In 
verse 23. Magnify him.sel! denotes he 
will be purred up with a feeling of bis 
own importance, and will plot and 
scbeme variOUS kinds of wickedness 
to gratify bis egotism. Peace is from 
SHALVAH which Strong defines, "secu
rity (genuine or false)." Antiochus 
would win the confidence of men by 
his false promises and then would de
stroy them, Agai'Mt the Prince Of 
princes refers to his attack upon the 
institutions of God as we saw in verse 
11. Be broken without hand. One 
word in the definition of the original 
for hand is "means," and the thought 
is that no apparent Or human means 
would be used to cause the ruin of 
AnUochus. This violent and super-

natural death of the wicked man is so 
outstanding in tbe annals ot the Urnes 
tbat I shall quote trom history as fol
lows: "When this concern about these 
affairs was added to the tormer, he 
(Antlochus) was confounded, Rnd, by 
the anxiety be was tn, fell into a dis
temper, which, as it lasted a great 
while, and bis pains inCreased upon 
him, so he at lengtb perceived be 
should die In a litUe time; so he called 
his friends to him, and told them that 
his distemper was SOre upon him and 
confessed withal, that this calamity 
was sent upon him for the miseries he 
had brought upon the J ewish nation, 
while he plundered their temple and 
condemned their God; and when he 
had said thIs he gave up the ghost."
Josephus, Antiquities, 12-9·1. 

"On his arrival thither [Antiochus 
Epiphanes at Ecbatana in Media], 
greatly grieved for tbis battle and dis
appointment at Elymais, news came to 
him of what happened to Nicanor and 
Timotheus In Judea; at whicb being 
exceedingly enraged, he hastened back, 
with all the speed he was able, to exe· 
cute tbe utmost of his wrath upon the 
people or tbe Jews, breathing nothing 
else but tbreats of utter destruction 
and utter extirpation against tbem all 
the way as he went. As he was tbus 
hastening toward the country of Baby
lonia, tbrough which he was to pass 
in his return, he met on the road 
other messengers, whicb brought him 
an account how the Jews bad defeated 
Lysias, recovered the temple at Jeru
salem, pulled down the images and 
altars which he had erected, and re
stOred that place to its former wor
ship; at which being enraged to tbe 
utmost fury, he commanded his char· 
ioteer to double his speed, that he 
might be the sooner on the place to 
execute bis revenge upon tbe peOPle, 
threatening, as he went, that he would 
make Jerusalem a place of sepulchre 
[burying place] tor tbe Jews, wherein 
be would bury tbe wbole nation, de· 
stroying them all to a man. But while 
these proud words were in his mouth, 
the judgment of God overtook him; 
for he had no sooner spoken them. but 
he was smitten with an incurable 
plague, a great pain seizing his bowels, 
and a grievous torment following 
thereupon in his inward parts, which 
no remedy could abate. However, he 
would not slacken his speed; but sUll 
continuing in the same wrath, he 
d,rove on the same haste to execute ft, 
hll at length, his chariot overthrow
ing, he was cast to the ground with 
such violence, that he was sorely 
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bruised and hurt in all the members 
of his body; whereon he was put into 
a litter; but not being able to bear 
that, he was forced to put in at a 
town called Tabae, lying in the moun
tains of Paraetacene, in the confines 
of Persia and Babylonia, and there be
take himself to his bed, where he suf· 
fered horrid torments both in mind 
and body. For in his body a filthy ulcer 
broke out in his secret parts, wherein 
were bred an innumerable quantity of 
vermin continually flowing from it; 
and such a stench proceeding from the 
same, as neither those that attended 
him nor he himself could well bear; 
and in this condition he lay languish
ing and rotting till he died. And all 
this while the tOrments of his mind 
were as grep.t as the torments of his 
body. caused by the reflections which 
he made on his former actions. Po
lybius [a heathen historian] tells us 
of this, as well as Josephus, and the 
authors of the first and second books 
of Maccabees; and adds hereto, that it 
grew so far upon him as to come to 
a constant delirium, or state of mad
ness, by reason of several spectres and 
apparitions of evil spirits, which he 
imagined were continually about him, 
reproaching and stinging his con
science with accusations of his past 
evil deeds which he had been guilty 
of. Polybius saUh, this was for the 
sacrilegious attempt which he made 
upon the temple of Diana in Elymais, 
overlooking that which he had actu
ally executed upon the temple at Jeru
salem. Josephus reproves him [Po
Jybius] for this, and with much more 
reason and justice, lays the whole 
cause of his suffering in this sickness, 
as did Antiochus himseIr, to what he 
did at Jerusalem, and the temple of 
God in that place, and the horrid per
secution which he thereon raised 
against all that worshiped him there." 
-Prideaux's Connexion, year 164. God 
used Antiochus to chastise his own 
people "by reason of transgression," 
(verse 12), yet He was not willing 
that they should have charge of the 
last part of the just punishment upon 
the wicked king, but instead He struck 
him with a terrible affliction that tor
mented him in mind and body. 

Verse 26. Evening; morning is in 
reference to the number of days men
tioned in verse 14. The marginal ren
dering there is "evening, morning," 
That agrees with the expression "eve
ning and morning" which occurs six 
times in Genesis 1 in enumerating the 
days of creation, The things predicted 
in the vision were some time in the 

future, hence Daniel was told to shut 
it up or keep it a secret for the time 
being. 

Verse 27. Daniel obeyed the instruc· 
tions about keeping the vision as a 
secret so well that none understood it. 
But the tension of the whole circum
stance was so great that it affected 
him physically for some days. He 
finally recovered and resumed his 
duties under the king which is the 
meaning of did the king's business. 

DANIEL 9 
Verse 1. Another jump is made in 

the chronology of dates and the 
prophet comes down to the year fol
lowing the taking of Babylon. This is 
the same Dari us named in chapter 5: 
31, who was explained to be the uncle 
of Cyrus the Persian. Although Cyrus 
was the one who actually made the 
successful attack upon Belshazzar and 
took over the city, he permitted his 
uncle to ascend the throne as the ruler 
as stated in this verse. It was in the 
first year of the reign of Darius that 
Daniel was reading the records. 

Verse 2. The prophet read in the 
book of Jeremiah (chapter 25: 12) 
that the desolations of Jerusalem (the 
Babylonian captivity) was to last sev
enty years. That period was just 
ended when his attention was called to 
the prophecy. Of course he did not 
stop with the mere item of the length 
of the captivity, but read the history 
of the facts that caused God to send 
that calamity upon the nation. 

Verse 3. Daniel was shocked by the 
history of his people, because their 
conduct was so rebellious that aU this 
humiliation had to be imposed upon 
them. He was not personally respon· 
sible for the situation, but had to 
share in the sad debasement of the 
nation because he was one of its citi
zens. He set his face or made a firm 
resolution that he would approach God 
in prayer and supplication on behalf 
of his countrymen. He accompanied 
that prayer with fasting and wearing 
of sackcloth, a practice of devout peo
ple in olden times when under the 
weight of distress or anxiety. 

Verse 4. Made my confession. This 
is in the first person because Daniel is 
speaking on behalf of the nation as a 
whole of which he was a member at 
the time of the great iniquity. Great 
and dreadfUl God is used in the sense 
of the supreme reverence and awe that 
should be accorded to Him. ,ThNn that 
love him is the condition on which 
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God will fulflll the Promises made to 
mankind. 

Verse 5. We have sinned is to be 
understood In the same light as "can· 
fession" in the preceding verse. Have 
sinned Is made more specific by the 
words departing from thy precepts; 
forsaking a law is the same as dis· 
obeying it. 

Verse 6. Daniel recognIzes the 
prophets to have been the servants of 
God. and that they spake in thy name 
which gave their words the weight of 
divine authority. 

Verse 7. The switching back and 
forth between the first and third per· 
sons, and between the plural and sin· 
gular pronouns. is because of the rela· 
tJonship ot Daniel to the nation as a 
wbole. We have no evidence that he 
ever had an opportunity even to pro· 
test against the corruptions of the na· 
tion before his prophetic call, which 
came to him after being taken to Baby· 
Ion. 

Verse 8. Confusion oj face r efers to 
tbe state of hUmiliation that was felt 
by the people of Israel atter being ex· 
iled into a foreign land. 

Verse 9. The justice of God had been 
poured out upon the rebellious nation 
In the 70·year captivity that was just 
ended. Now the prophet is praying for 
tbe ntercy ana /or(}iveness tbat can 
come only from the same God. 

Verse 10. It is not enough to profess 
faith in the Lord, but we must show 
our faith by walking in ·his laws that 
ha.d been set out by the prophets. 

Verse 11. One outstanding place 
where Moses gave the threat of God's 
course upon a disobedient nation is 
Deuteronomy 28. That passage was 
plainly written in the book ot the law, 
and the people bad no excuse for their 
disregard of it. 

Verse 12. The evi l that God brought 
upon the nation means a punishment, 
not in the sense ot something wrong. 
By imposing tbis distress upon the na
tion God confirmed his words that 
were spoken against it. 

Verse 13. This verse indicates the 
though t exPressed at verse 11. that the 
people had been given plenty of oppor· 
tunity for knowing tbe Jaw of God, but 
they had turned from it unto their 
own wicked ways. 

Verse 14. Watched upon the evil de· 
notes that God sees all that is done by 
His servants. Daniel acknowledges 
that everything that God does is right· 
eous, which includes the chastisement 
He bad brought against the na tion. 

Verse 15. The gratitude of the 
prophet is so great that he goes back 
to the very beginning ot Israel's h is· 
tory as a nation. He recalls the dellv. 
erance from Egyptian bondage which 
was many centuries before; now the 
same people are just emerging from 
another bondage. However, there fa a 
wide difference between the two cases. 
The former was Imposed Upon God's 
people ~r no wrong on their part. 
while the latter was decreed by the 
same G<>d as a punisbment for sin. 

Verse 16. Daniel continues his 
prayer on behal( of bis people, and 
acknowledges that all of their sutter
ing Is because of their Sins. The most 
disheartening feature ot it is that the 
nation has become a r eproach In the 
eyes of the other nations. 

Verse 17. 8anctuarv toot is desolate 
is in reference to the condition of the 
temple in Jerusalem. The captivity 
had just been ended, but the Jews had 
not yet rehuilt it which they will later 
on. For the Lord's sake means that he 
prays tor the holy place to be restored 
fol' His sake, not that the people de
served the favor. 

Verse 18. Open thine eyes. The first 
word is from PAQACH which Strong 
defines, "to be observant." God never 
literally closes h is eyes, but Daniel 
meaDS for Him to take favorable no
tice of them in their sad condition. 
The closing statement of the verse is 
very humble and respectful towards 
Gad. Daniel does not claim that his 
people deserved the favor of God on 
the ground of their r ighteousness; be 
is relying solely on the mercy of the 
Lord. 

Verse 19. This verse is an excellent 
example of a supplication made to God. 
That word is a stronger one than 
merely praying or asking for a faVOr. 
It consists in expressions of deep and 
earnest entreaty, made impressive by 
repetitions of terms that indicate great 
hum11tty and a profound sense of help
lessness. And again the prophet par· 
trays more concern for the dignity of 
the name of God than for any per· 
sonal favor for himself or his people. 

Verse 20. My sin and the sin of my 
people Is explained at verse 4. Holy 
mountain Of my Goa is a figurative 
reterence to the nation of God whose 
capital city was Jerusalem which was 
in ruins at the time the prophet was 
offering this prayer. 

Verse 21. Daniel is about to r eceive 
an answer to his praye r, and the thing 
to be promised will be ·tar greater or 
include more than be Is asking. The 



264 Daniel 9: 22·25 

favor tbe prophet is seeking pertains 
to the restoration at the capital city at 
Jerusalem. That is gOing to be 
granted, and it also will be the dating 
place for an event concerning his peo
ple that will be without a parallel in 
all history. He is not going to be held 
waiting very long tor the answer to 
his prayer, for even while he was pray· 
ing the angel Gabriel carne and con
tacted him. Til1te 01 the even(ng obla
tion means the daily sacrifice that the 
Jews' religion included when they 
were in their own land. The sacrifice 
was conducted twice daily, at 9 and 3 
o'clock respectively, Dantel only refers 
to it by way of designating the hour 
when Gabriel contacted him. not that 
Such an offering was being made. for 
the Jews were not permitted, even by 
the Lord, to perform their altar ser
vices in the strange land (Deuteron
omy 28: 36; Isaiah 43: 24). 

Verse 22. Skill and understanding 
means mental skill, that which comes 
from special understanding. Gabriel 
Informs Daniel he was sent to him tor 
the purpose of giving him this favor. 
God could have inspired the prophet 
directly with the information as had 
been done previously, but He saw fit 
to do it in a ditl'erent manner thIs 
time by sending an angel to him. In 
tbIs circumstance we have an instance 
that is spoken of in two passages of 
the New Testament; Hebrews 1: 1 and 
14. 

Verse 23. As soon as Daniel had be
gun his prayer. the Lord gave the 
order to Gabriel to go un to the earth 
and deliver the message. We do not 
know when the angel began his flight 
to the land of Persia, for be did not 
interrupt the prophet until he was 
near the conclusion of his prayer. 
When it was the proper instant to 
make the contact. Daniel saw him In 
a "torced march" or flight as he ap
proached him. As a personal merit on 
the part of Daniel for his receiving 
the favor just promised, the angel tells 
him he is greatly beroved. The severe 
tests of faith which Daniel had under
gone and withstood, endeared him to 
the God or heaven and determined 
Him to bestow upon the prophet this 
honoT. 

Verse 24. This verse introduces the 
most important time proPhecy in the 
Bible; important because tt concerns 
the last act in God 's provision tor the 
salvation of mankind. The reason the 
subject should be considered as an an· 
swer to Daniel's prayer far his people, 
is the fact that it was to be accom-

pUshed through the instrumentality 
of ttlose people and While their dis
pensation was still in force. The verse 
is a general statement that covers the 
entire period of the great transaction, 
after which the prophet starts with the 
detalls of the prophecy. Seventy weeks 
is figurative as to "weeks," and means 
70 times 7 years. In other words, the 
period to be covered by the great 
prophecy will be 490 years. The grand 
purpose to be accomplished, and with 
which It will complete the fulfillment 
of the prophecy. will include the items 
reterred to in general terms in this 
verse. Malee an end of sins means to 
perform the final act ot God for the 
salVation ot mankind tram their sins. 
Bring in everlasting righteousness re
fers to the same fact that was pre
dicted before Nebuchadnezzar about 
the kingdom that would "stand for· 
p.ver" (Daniel 2: 44) . Seal up the vi
sion ana prophecy means to rattfy the 
prophecy about to be made through 
the prophet. AnOint the -most Holy re
fers to the crowning of Jesus as "'King 
of kings" for the whole ea rth, both 
Jew and Gentile. 

Verse 25. This verse Includes 69 of 
the 70 weeks, which brings us to the 
beginning of the public ministry of 
Christ. here expressed by the words 
wnto tile Messiah the Prince. This 69-
week s pace is subdivided into smaller 
periods at 7 and 62 weeks. The first 
period (and hence the whole 70·week 
period) begins with the COmmandment 
to restore and to buUd J erusalem .. 
When we learn the date of that com· 
mandment, we will know when the 
famous 70-week time prophecy began. 
It Is thought by some that the work 
of Nehemiah could not figure in the 
Question of the beginning time. but the 
r eference to the rebuilding of the 
streets undoubtedly connects the work 
of tbat great reformer with it. And 
since the work of Ezra and others had 
to do with the temple and the services 
so vitally connected with J erusalem, 
we may well include that also in the 
subject. But there Is a difference of 
13 years between the work of Ezra and 
that of Nehemiah. If each of the men 
is used as a. beginning point, will they 
both come out at the one time. that of 
the ' beginning of the pubUe work of 
Christ ? Yes, the apparent difficulty is 
clarified by remembering that in those 
times both the lunar and solar years 
were used. The solar year contains 
some 11 Or 12 more days than the 
lunar, hence if the beginnJng point of 
Ezra. be taken, using solar years, there 
will be enough extra days to make up 
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for the 13 years between that and the 
work of Nehemiah, using the lunar 
year trom his date. The work of Ezra 
began In the year 457 B.C. which is to 
be regarded as the beginning of the 
70·week time prophecy now under con
sideration. There is a good reason for 
marking of! the first seven week8 into 
a period to itself, for that was about 
the time covered by the commotions 
set up by the enemies of the J ews at 
the work and reforms of Ezra, Nehe
miah and other zealous Jews, referred 
to here by troublous times. After that 
the prophet ignores all the events of 
the intervening years down to the 
begInning of the public ministry of 
Christ, merely mentioning the period 
as threescore and two weeks. 

Verse 26. After threescor e and two 
weeks means 62 weeks after the first 
7 (69 weeks in all) SM.ll Messiah be 
cut Off, but it does not say how long 
atter. We shall see that it was to be 
three and a half years afler, tor it was 
that many years atter Jesus began his 
publIc ministry that he was cut Off by 
the crUcifixion. Not for himself. The 
last word has no separate term in the 
original and it must be understood in 
the 11ght of the context. Moffatt's 
translaUon renders the phrase, "leav
Ing no successor," and the American 
Standard Version says, "shall have 
nothtng." These renderings agree with 
Isaiah 53: 8 on the same subject which 
says, "who shall declare his genera
tion?" The statement is in question 
form but it is actually an afflrmative 
prediction. The meaning Is that when 
Jesus died he left no succeSSor, and 
tbe thought is most significant and 
beautiful. Daniel 2: 44: and many other 
passages predict that the kingdom of 
ChrIst was to .. stand forever:' In that 
case He would have no need for a suc
cessor, and God would see to it that 
even death should not prevent his Son 
from ascending the throne ot the ever
lasting kingdom to be set up soon 
after hIs death and resUrrection. Peo
ple Of the prince. The last word is 
from NAGID which Strong defines, "A 
commander (as occupying the front), 
civil, military, or religious," The 
prince in this passage is Titus, who 
commanded the Roman forces at the 
siege and destruction of J erusalem. 
The reader should secure the history 
of Josephus and read the third volume 
it possible, tor the matter is too 
lengthy to copy here. He w1ll find that 
the stubbornness of the Jews forced 
Titus to press the siege with unspeak
able suffering being imposed upon 
them., "ending In des,olations" as this 

verse states. That event occurred 40 
years after the death of ChrIst, and 
we may wonder why it is injected at 
this place, when the passage as a 
whole Is not through with the DubUc 
ministry and death of ChriSt. It was 
appropriate to interrupt the prophecy 
because of the direct relationship be
tween the death of Chris t and the de
struction of Jerusalem. Wben Jesus 
was before Pilate (Matthew 27: 25) 
and that governor was hesitating 
about what to do with his vrisoner, the 
Jews cried out, "His blood be on us, 
and on our children." God sometimes 
takes people at their word, as he did 
in this case. Forty years after tbat 
terrible sentence the City of J erusalem 
was destroyed with all the afTUctions 
referred to above, and it was a Dunish
ment upon them for their murder of 
Jesus. The death of the Son of God 
was necessary for the salvation or the 
world, and It was to be accoDlPl1shed 
by the Wicked Jews as predicted. But 
the Lord never did tolerate a wrong 
attitude shown by any of His agenCies, 
even wben they were carrying out the 
divine decrees. Hence we bave the 
crUcifixion of Christ and the destruc
tion ot Jerusalem (40 years apart) 
predicted in one connedioD, after 
which t he prODhet resumes predictions 
of the Messiah. 

Verse 27. The one week is the last 
one of the 70-week period, being the 
seven years from the beginning of 
Christ's public ministry to the conver~ 
sation of Cornelius. The covenant is 
the one made with Abraham In Gene
sis 12: 3 that "In thee shall all fam
ilies of the earth be blessed." In other 
passages the same covenant includes 
the words "and in thy seed," which we 
know refers to Christ (Galatians 3: 
16) . The Mosaic covenant was for the 
Jews only but the one in this passage 
was for Jews and Gentiles alike, whiCh 
is signified by the words with many. 
The reason it required a week (of 
years) tor Jesus to confirm or fUlfill 
the covenant, is the truth that His 
office required him to continue the 
good work untn both Jews and Gen
tiles had been accepted. The covenant 
demanded that, because it was to bless 
"all the families or the earth," Jesus 
accomplished the WOrk tor the Jews 
in person while in his personal minIs
try at three and a half years; but this 
was for the Je\vs only (Matthew 15: 
24). The part for the Gentiles was 
performed by the apostles in the 
course of the three and a half years 
after the crucifixion, which culminated 
whh the conversion ot the household 
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of Cornelius. Twice three and a hal( 
years gives us a week (of years), des
ignated in this verse as one wee1c. In 
the midst Of the week denotes the time 
of the crucifixion. which came three 
and a half years after Jesus began his 
public ministry, and the same length 
of time before Cornelius. Before PrO
ceeding with the verse, 1 shall sum up 
the dates to show how this time proph
ecy was literally tulfliled in 70 weeks 
of years or 490 years. The work of 
Ezra began in the year 457 B.C., the 
public ministry of Christ began in the 
year 26 A.D., the conversion of Cor
ne lius was in 33 A.D.; 457 plus 33 is 
490, the number of years required by 
the time prophecy, Shall cause the 8OC
y·ijice and oblation to cease means that 
the death of Chris t put an end to all 
other sacrifices for stn (Romans 10: 4; 
Hebrews 10: 8, 9, 14). Flar the .ov er
spreading Of ab011tinaUo'tts, etc., was 
commented upon in the preceding 
ve rse. The crucifixion ot Christ and 
destruction of J e rus alem are very 
properly mentioned h er e in direct can· 
nection; for while the crucifixion had 
to be, yet the maUve of the Jews in 
d~stroying Him brought upon them 
the destruction at their city. 

DANIEL 10 
Verse 1. When giving a date for any 

event. a reference to e ither Darius or 
Cyrus is the same. This is because the 
Medo-Persian Empire was ruled jOintly 
by the two m en , hence they may be 
used interchangeably for dates since 
they took possession of Babylon to
gether as far as chronology was con
cerned. The preceding chapter began 
with the first year whtle the present 
one comes down to the third year of 
the same reign_ This verse is com
posed in the third person and Daniel 
writes it only as a historian_ True, but 
... long signifies that an inspired 
prophecy is not weakened any as to its 
r eliability just because it looks far into 
the futUre. God knows as much about 
the futUre as he does of the past, hence 
an inspired prediction cannot fail. 

Verses 2, 3. Fasting or making of 
vows was not r equired as a general 
practice under the law of Moses. How
ever . such devotions were approved 
when entered into by servants of God, 
ltnd they were gene rally done in times 
of great anxiety or sOrrow. Daniel put 
on a three·week fast because of his con
cern for the J ews, who, though for
merly released from the Babylonian 
captivity, were yet in an unsettled 
atate due to the desolated conditio!). of 

the ir City of Jerusalem. Ate no pleas
a nt bread means he abstained from the 
toad of his choice and ate only what 
was necessary to support an existence. 
The people among whom Daniel then 
dwelt used aromatic ointments upon 
their bodies for the purpose of its 
pleasant odor and sensation, but he abo 
stained from the use of that costly 
delicacy during the period ot his fast. 

Verse 4. Apparently the fast that 
Daniel observed was to bring no re
sults, for it was three days before he 
h eard any word of encouragement. 
The reason for the delay will be ex
plained later. The prophet was on the 
bank of one of the rivers of Babylon; 
Hiddekel, later known as the Tigris. 

Verse 5. Uphaz is another word for 
"Ophir," a place that produced an un
usually fine quality of gold. The fine 
c lothing this certain man was wearing 
indicated the dignity at his mission 
and the glory of the authority be
hind it. 

Verse 6_ All of these descriptive 
words were used fOr the same purpose 
that was stated in the preceding verse. 
':Vhether the person was dIrectly from 
h eaven, sent to the earth in the form 
of a man, or was a being of the earth 
and especially adorned and qualified to 
serve the present purpose. I do not 
know. In either case we may regard 
him as a person being used by the 
Lord to accomplish certain ends with 
conditions on earth. 

Verse 7. Daniel had some men with 
him, but upon the approach of this 
unusual person they became frightened 
and ran away, and as a result Daniel 
was the only one who saw the vision 
and heard the words spoken. 

Ve rse 8. The prophet did not flee. 
ye l he was greatly affected by the cir
cumstance so that be had a pros trated 
feeling or a loss of bodily strength. 
However, this prostration did not in
te rfer e with his hearing and activity 
of mind. 

Verse 9. Daniel heard the VOice of 
the man, which, in addition to the 
state of his mind and body already 
produced by the appearance of such an 
unusual person, caused him to fall 
upon his face to the ground. 

Verse 10. Befo"e continuing the 
communication, the man caused Daniel 
to have a bodily posture ot resting on 
hi s bands and knees. 

Verse 11. 'Vhile in this pOSition the 
prophet received assul'ance that no 
hal'm was intended against him for he 
was greatly beloved. B~t before any 
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further part of the message would be 
delivered he was told to stand up. He 
obeyed the instructions to arise, but 
his full strens th bad not returned and 
he lrembled as he stood in the pres
ence of this awe-inspiring personage. 

Verse 12. In this verse the man 
again encourages Daniel and acknowl
edges the three-week fast that he had 
observed. H e assures him that his 
words of prayer were heard from the 
beginning, and that it was lor his 
words Or because of them he had 
come. 

Verse 13. In this verse the "man" 
(or angel) will explain to Daniel why 
his prayer was not acknowledged 
sooner, although it was observed favor
ably from the start. To use a familiar 
form of speech, tbe DIan was engaged 
in other business which detained him. 
Some commenta.tors think that Daniel 
was contending with this prince at the 
kingdo?n of Persia to persuade him to 
permit the Jews to return to Jeru
salem. I do not understand how that 
would be, for according to Ezra 1: 1-4 
that privilege had been granted them 
two years before. If this controversy 
had anything to do with that subject, 
It must have been with some outstand
Ing men of Persia who were not in 
full accord with the edict of Cyrus. 
Whatever it was, it pertained to the 
interests of the Jews, and this man 
or angel could Dot go to the relief of 
Daniel for a while. He finally had 
" reinfo rcements" in the person of Mi
chael, and together they got matters 
in shape so that the latter could "hold 
the fort" for a time, which released 
the "man" to go and comfOrt Daniel. 

Verse 14. The situation is Similar to 
that described in chaPter 9: 23, in that 
Daniel is to have his prayer answered 
favorably, but is also to be given more 
information than he had expected. In 
the present instance, if the prophet 
was asking for some reassurances of 
the return of bis people to Jerusalem 
he was granted that consolation. But 
this inspired messenger was to tell 
him of some events in the centuries 
abead that woutd involve these same 
people of the J ews. Since that visian 
is for nu:z,ny days, however, the specific 
predictions wiH not be given him nnti] 
the next chapter. But in recognition 
ot his devotion and concern for the 
people of God, the messenger was sent 
to give him the encouragement. 

Verse 15. Daniel was again ovel'
come by the presence and communica
tion of the man, but nothing is said 
about bis being frightened as before. 

He was rendered dumb or speechless 
but it did not affec t bis body other· 
wise, and he could only bend his head 
toward the ground. 

Verse 16. I do not understand that 
more t han one man or angel came to 
Daniel, though the language seems to 
indicate that there was. The general 
subject has been the same all through 
these verses and hence there would be 
no occasion for another messenger. 
'I'he person was in the form of a man 
whoever he was, but he was endowed 
with supernatural power and knowl
edge for he was yet to make many pre
dIctions for us to examine. Thts angel 
r ecovered Daniel from his dumbness, 
and also renewed hjs bodily strength 
after a few moments. After regaining 
his power of speech, Daniel told the 
angel of his sorrow and its effect upon 
his bodily feeling. 

Verse 17. Dantel felt humiliated and 
inferior in the presence of the person 
whom he called ?ny lord. Neither 18 
ther e breath left in 111e is figurative as 
to ils extent, and means that the 
prophet was virtuaIly exhausted by the 
vision. 

Verse 18. Then came again means 
the same man or angel again contacted 
Dante l for the purpose of further 
strengthening h im and making him 
feel assured. 

Verse 19. Being comforted and 
strengthened by the angel, Daniel re
quested him to speak, which indicated 
that he felt prepared in body and mind 
to give attention. 

Verse 20. The angel asked Daniel if 
he knew 01' understood why he had 
come to him. There is no recorded an
swer to the question that is available 
to us, but the absence of everything to 
the contrary implles that he under
stood, Thus the subject or occasion of 
the present meettng between Daniel 
and the angel was dropped, and the 
latter informed the prophet that he 
was going back to PerSia to r esume the 
controversy that is mentioned in verse 
13. He added a general reference to 
another great event that was to occur 
between Persia and Greece after this 
angel has conducted his "fight" with 
the tormer. But this item is out ot 
place chronologically and .it will be 
treated in its prOper place in the next 
chapter. 

Verse 21. Chronologically spenkjng, 
the first part of verse 20 has been ful
filled and the last part of it is due; that 
is, it is the propel' place to go mOre 
into detail as to the meaning of the 



258 Daniel 11: 1, 2 

words prince 01 Grecia shall come. Be
(are dOing so, the angel assures Daniel 
that what he is going to reveal to him 
will be in harmony with what the 
scriptures had previously foretold. On 
tbe present matter ot predictions, Mi~ 
cbael was the only one of the angels 
who was taken into the same confiden
tial service as the one now talking to 
Daniel. 

DANIEL II 
Verse 1. The pronoun I means the 

person described in cha pter 10: 18 and 
other verses in that chapter. The 
reader should "keep hiB bearings" as to 
the chronological place we have 
reached in this most wonderful proph· 
ecy. In chapter 10 : 20 it was shown 
that Persia was to be contacted by the 
king of Grecia. But that was a long 
jump into the future and other events 
were to happen first. This angel is 
sUIl in the presence of Daniel. and 
even before returning to fight with t he 
king Of Persia, he is gOing to reveal to 
the prophet the things that are to hap
pen to Persia and Greece and the Jews 
who will be involved in the whole 
affair. Remember, this conversation or 
visit of the angel with Daniel is taking 
place in the third year ot Cyrus (chap
ter 10: 1), but in this meeting the 
angel inserts the present verse to tell 
the prophet of his work in the first 
year of that reign, that it consisted in 
confirming and strengthening the 
kingdom of the Medea and Persians. 
That confirmation was done because 
the change from the Babylonian Em
pire to the Medo-Persian was accord
Ing to God's decree. And now after 
two or three years have gone by, this 
angel is in the presence of Daniel and 
ready to reveal to him the events reo 
ferred to in the forepart of this para· 
graph. 

Verse 2. We now come to the grand 
drama of the nations that was re
ferred to by the angel after he had 
made the necessary preliminary' ex
planations to Daniel, and while he was 
still in the presence of the prophet on 
the bank of the T1gris River. The 
truth refers to that mentioned as 
"scripture of truth" in the last verse 
of the preceding chapter. No other 
scripture goes into as many details as 
does the present chapter, but the proph. 
ec~r as a whole was seen by inspired 
eyes. and made known by the prophets 
in various places and under diVerse fig
ures. Stand up y et three kings in Per
sia. At the time this speech by the angel 
was made, Cyrus and Darius were the 
joint rulers of the empire. The three 

to tollow were unimportant and are 
passed over with the brief nurneriM.I 
statement italicized, to bring the proph
ecy down to the fourth king in this 
enumeration, who was to be a very im
portant king. The pronoun thee refers 
to Daniel to whom the angel was deliv
ering this prophecy. The prediction is 
that this fourth king was to be rich and 
strong and finally would cause Buch a 
stir among the nations of the world 
that he would bring the powerful king. 
dom of Greece (destined to be the 
third world power) into a hostile atti
tude because of the enCroachments of 
Persia upon that realm. In this chap
ter there are no less than 20 charac
ters referred to, either directly or 
otherwise, and it will be helpful if not 
necessay for the understanding of the 
great passage to have the hIstory that 
confirms the predictions. Hence I shall 
make numerous quotatioDs from time 
to lime from authentic sources tor the 
Information ot the reader. The f ourth 
king of this verse was XERXES I. and 
history has this to say of him: "For 
eight years all Asia was asUr with the 
work of preparation [tor the expedi· 
tton against Greece]. Levies were 
made uvon all the provinces that ac
knowledged the authority of the Great 
King [Xerxes I]. from India to Mace
donia, from the regions at the Oxus to 
those of the Upper Nile. From a1l the 
maritime states upon the Mediterra
nean were demanded vast contingents 
of war galleys, transport ships, and 
naval stores. While these Jand and sea 
forces were being gathered and 
equipped, gigantic works were in prog
ress on the Thracian coast and on the 
H ellespont to insure the safety and 
facilitate the march of the coming 
hosts."- MYERS' An c ten t History, 
page 191. 

"Xerxes thus levied his army search· 
ing out every region of the continent. 
For from the reduction of Egypt, he 
was employed four whole years in as· 
sembing his forces, and providing 
things necessary for the expedition. In 
the course of the fifth year he began 
his march with a vast multitude or 
men. For of the expeditions with which 
we are acquain ted, this was by far the 
greatest, so that that of Darius against 
the Scythians appears nothing in com
parison with this." - HERODOTUS. 
Bo()k 7, Sections 19. 20. 

"Xerxes, in the four years which fol· 
lowed on the reduction of Egypt, COD
tinued incessantly to make the most 
gigantic preparations for his intended 
attack upon Greece, and among them 
Included all the precautions which a 
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wise foresight could devise in order to 
ward off every conceivable perU. A 
general order was issued to all satraps 
throughout the Empire. calling on 
them to l evy the utmost force of their 
province for the new war; while, as 
the equipment of Orientai troops de· 
pends greatly on the purchase and dis
tribution of arms by their commander, 
a rich reward was promised to the 
satrap whose contingent should appear 
at the appointed place in the most gal
lant array .. . . His army is said to 
have accompanied him; but more prob
ably it joined him in tbe spring, flock· 
ing in, contingent after contingent, 
from the various provinces of his vast 
Empire. Forty·nine nations, according 
to Herodotus, served under his stand
ard." - Rawlinson, Five Great Mon· 
archies, Volume 3, Chapter 7, pages 
448, 452. 

"All these expeditions, and any 
otbers, if there have been any besides 
them, are not to be compared with this 
one. For what nation did not Xerxes 
lead out at Asia against Greece? What 
stream, being drunk, did not tail him, 
except that ot great rivers. Some sup
plied ships; others were ordered to 
furnish men for the infantry, from 
others cavalry were required, trom 
others transports for horses, together 
with men to serve in the army; others 
to furnish long ships for the bridges, 
and others provisions and vessels. "
Herodotus, Book 7, Section 21. 

"The Decline and Fall of the PerSian 
Ernpire.- The power and supremacy 01' 
the Persian monarchy passed away 
with the reign of Xerxes. The last one 
hundred and forty years of the exis
tence at the empire was a time of 
weakness and anarchy, and presents 
nothing that needs claim our attention 
In this place. In the year 334 B.C., 
Alexander the Great, king of Mace
donia, led a small army at Greeks and 
Macedonlans across the Hel1espont In
tent upon the conquest at Asia. His 
succeeding movements and the estab
ishment of the short-lived Macedontan 
monarchy upon the ruins of the Per· 
sian Empire are matters that properly 
belong to Grecian history, and will be 
related at a later stage ot our story." 
-MYERS' Ancient History, page 94. 

"From Xerxes we have to date at 
once the decline of the Empire in re· 
spect to territorIal greatness and mili
tarY strength, and likewise its deteri
oration in regard to admInistrative 
vigor and national spirit."-Rawlin
son, Five Great Monarchies, Volume 3, 
Chapter 7, Page 471. There were some 

other rulers in Peraia, but they were 
inferior to the one just seen in these 
quotations and will not claim our at· 
tention at this time. 

Verse 3. This mighty kino was Alex
ander the Great of Macedonia, the 
same who was referred to in chapter 
8: 5. The angel passes immediately 
from Xerxes to Alexander, thus Ignor
ing all the intervening bistory. Thjs 
was evidently because at its unimpor· 
tance; also because Alexander's work 
was the next important event for 
prophecy after Xerxes. I shall quote 
some more history in confirmation of 
the predictions of this verse: "Alex
ander was now free to carry out his 
father's scheme In regard to the 
Asiatic expedition. In the spring ot 
334 B.C .• with all his plans matured. 
he set out at the bead of an army 
numbering about 35.000 men for the 
conquest of the Persian Empire. Cross
ing the Hellespont. Alexander first 
proceeded to the plain of ancient Troy, 
in order to place a garland upon the 
supposed tomb at that place ot' his 
mythical ancestor Achilles. Proceed· 
ing on his march, Alexander met a 
Persian army on the banks of the 
Granicus, over which he gained a de
cisive victory. Three hundred suits or 
armor, selected from the SPOils of the 
field, were sent as a votive offering 
to the temple of Athena at Athens. 
The victory at the Granicus laid all 
ASia Minor open to the invader, and 
soon practically all of its cities and 
tribes were hrougbt to acknowledge 
the authority ot the Macedonlan."
Myers, Ancient History, pages 214, 275. 

Verse 4. When he shall stand up 
means that just as Alexander r eaches 
the height of his glory he will come 
to his end, and bls conquests w1ll be 
divided into tour parts. See the com
ments and quotation from history at 
chapter 8: 8. Not to his posterity re
ters. to the fact that Alexander died 
Without any descendants to receive his 
kingdom. as may be seen in the his
torical quotation referred to. Nor ac
cord.ing to his d.O'Ininion means that no 
man Jived in Greece who was strong 
enough to handle the dominion lett by 
Alexander, since no one was as strong 
as he. I shall quote again trom history 
as follows: "And when he [Alexander] 
shall stand up, his kingdom shall be 
brOken, and shall be divided towards 
the four wInds of heaven and not to 
his posterity, nor according to his do
minion which he ruled; tor his king
dom shall be plucked up, even for 
others namely. besides the four greater 
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princes. We have already seen the 
vast empire at Alexander parcelled out 
into four great kingdoms; without tn
cluding those foreign princes who 
founded other kingdoms in Cappado
cia. Armenta. Bttbynia. Heraclea. and 
on the Bosphorus. All this was present 
to Daniel."-Rollin, Ancient HistorY. 
Volume 3, Page 597. From the various 
citations to history that have been 
offered the reader. he may understand 
that the pronoun those with which the 
verse closes, refers to the four winds 
or the four divisions into which Alex
ander's conquests fell at his death. 
Others besides means the forces in the 
world that finally swallowed up the 
realms of the four princes of Alexan
der, since they were not strong enough 
to retain them. As the statement has 
already been made by the historian 
elsewhere, "No one was strong enough 
to handle the sword that fell from the 
hand of Alexander." 

Verse 5. We have seen that when 
Alexander died his dominions were di· 
vided into fOUf parts and taken over 
by his generals. Two ot these divi· 
sions were sbort·lived and were ab· 
sorbed by the other forces about them. 
The two that remained were ruled by 
Seleucus Nicator, and ptolemy. The 
dominions of the former are referred 
to in Utis chapter as king 0/ the north, 
the latter as king 0/ tJ~e south. They 
may occasionally be referred to simply 
by a pronoun, in which case an ex· 
planation will be given. These two di· 
visions of Alexander's conquests were 
ruled at first by the two men named, 
but their realms were ruled succes· 
sively by different persons as long as 
they existed as governments, until all 
was finally absorbed by the Roman 
Empire. This norther 'n and southern 
kingdom were constantly hostile to· 
ward each otber, in spite of a few occa
sions of pretended friendHness, and 
the entire chapter from here on is a 
series ot predictions of their dealings 
with their respective conditions. I 
s hall now take up the comments on 
tbe verses in their order. The king of 
the south was Ptolemy Soter who ruled 
over Egypt. One of his (Alexander's) 
princes was Seleucus Nicator who 
ruled over Syria. Strong abOVe hi?n 
means the king of the north was 
stronger or had more extensi ve domin
ions than those possessed by the king 
or the south. The history and geog· 
raphy or the times will verify this pre· 
diction. Syria embraced "Syria and 
the countrIes eastward to the Indus," 
while "Ptolemy held sway over Egypt," 
according to the history of Myers. It 

can tbus be seen why the prediction is 
that the king of the north was to be 
str'O'na above h.inr- (the king of the 
south) . 

Verse 6. The rulers of these two 
dominions were succeeded by others as 
the years went by, but the sCripture 
does not make mention or the new 
kings by name. The two governments 
are merely reterred to as the north 
and the south, and ir a change in kings 
in either has taken place, we will have 
to learn it and ftnd the name ot the 
king by history. For this reason it 
will be necessary to make quotations 
from the historical sources. In order 
that the reader may the mare readily 
detect the particular word or words 
concerned in the prediction, I shall 
add my own emphasis to them. It will 
be the rule to make the quotation first, 
then interpret the verse or verses in 
the light of the history, hence it is 
very important that the reader give 
careful attention to the quotations. 
The history to be used for the present 
verse is as follows: "The commotions 
and revolts which happened in the 
east, making Anliochus (Theos) weary 
of his war with King Ptolemy (Phil· 
adelphus), peace was made between 
them on the terms, that Antiochus, 
divorcing Laodice. his former wite, 
should marry Bernice, daughter of 
Ptolemy, and make her his queen in· 
stead of the other, and entail his 
crown upon the male issue at that 
marriage. And this agreement being 
ratified by ()Otn siacs, for the tull per· 
formance of it, Antiochus put away 
Laodice, though she were his sister by 
the same father, and he had two sons 
born to h1m by her; and Ptolemy 
carrying his daughter to Pelusium. 
there put her on board his fieet, and 
sailed wi th her to Selucia, a seaport 
town near the mouth at the River 
Orontea m Syria; where having met 
Antiochus, be deHvered his daughter 
to him. and the marriage was cele· 
brated with grea.t solemnity, And thus 
'the king's daughter at the south came. 
and was married to the king at the 
north'; and. by virtue of that mar· 
riage, 'an agreement was made be
tween those two kings,' according to 
the prophecy of the prophet Daniel, 
11: 5, 6. For in tbat place, by the king 
of the south, Is meant the king at 
Egypt. and by the king ot the north, 
the king of Syria; and both are there 
so called in respect at Judea, which 
lying between these two countries, 
hath Egypt on the south, and Syria on 
the north. For the fuller understand. 
ing ot this prophecy. it is to be ob· 
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served, that the holy prophet, after 
having spoken of Alexander the Great 
(\,erije 3) and of the four kings among 
whom his empire was divided (verse 
4) confines the rest of his prophecy in 
that chapter to two or them Ollly, that 
Is to the king ot ~gypt, and the king 
of Syria, and first he begins with that 
king of Egypt who first reigned In that 
country after Alexander, that Is, Ptol
emy Soter, whom he calls the king of 
the south, and saith of him that he 
should be strong. And that he was so 
aU that write of him do sufficfenth~ 
testify; for he had under him Egypt 
Libya Cyrene, Arabia, Palestine, Coele: 
Syria., most of the maritime provinces 
of Lesser Asia, the island of Cyprus 
several of the isles of the Aegean Sea' 
now called the Archipelago, and som~ 
cities also in Greece, as Sicyon Cor
inth, and others. And then the p~oPhet 
praeeedeth to speak of the four suc
cessors (or princes, as he calls them) 
of Alexander, and he was Seleucus 
Nlcator king of the north; of whom he 
salth 'should be strong above the king 
ot the south, and have great domin
ion'; that is, greater than the king of 
the south. And that he bad so, appears 
from the large territories be was pos
sessed of; for he had under him all 
the countrJes of the east, from Mount 
Taurus to the river Indus. and several 
ot the provinces of Lesser ASia, also 
trom Mount Taurus to the Aegean 
Sea; and he had moreover added to 
them. before his death, Thrace and 
Macedon. And then, in the next place 
(verse 6) he telIs us 'the coming of 
the king's daughter of the south, after 
the end of several years, to the king 
of the north, and the agreement, or 
treaty of peace, which should thereon 
be made between these two kings.' 
Which plainly pOints out unto us this 
marriage ot Bernice, daughter of ptOl
emy PhlIadelphus king of Egypt, with 
Anttochus Theus king of SYria and 
the peace which was thereon 'made 
between them; for all this was exactly 
transacted according to what was pre
dicted by the holy prophet in his 
prophecy. After this the holy Prophet 
proceeds, through the rest of the chap
ter . to fOreshadow an the other most 
remarkable events that were brought 
to pass In the transactions of the suc
ceeding times of those two races of 
kings, till the death of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, the great persecutor of the 
Jewish nation; all which I shall take 
notice of in the following series of this 
history, and apply them to the prophecy 
for the explication of it, as they COme 

in my waY.-PRIDEAUX'S CONNEX
ION, year 249. 

"Detaf1s of this reign. [That of 
Antiocbus Theos]-Marriage of Anti
ochus with Laodice, daughter of Achae
us. H er influence. and that of his 
sister Apame, wife of Matas, engaged 
him in war with Ptolemy Phlladelphus. 
B.C. 260, which is terminated, B.C. 252, 
by marriage between Antiocbus and 
Berenice, Ptolemy's daughter. Soon 
after the close of this war, B.C. 255, 
Parthia and Bactria revolt and estab
lish their independence. On the death 
of Philadelphus, B.C. 247. Antiochus 
repudiates Berenice and takes back his 
former Wife Laodice, who however 
doubtful of his constancy, murders him: 
to secure the throne for her son, Seleu. 
cus, B.C_ 246." - Rawlinson Ancient 
History. page 251. ' 

"As soon as AntiochuB Theos had 
received intelligence of the death of 
ptolemy Philadelphus, his father-in
law, he divorced Berenice, and recalled 
Laodlce and her children. This lady, 
who knew tbe variable disposition and 
inconstancy of Antiochus, and was 
apprehensive that the same levity of 
mind would induce him to supplant 
her, by receiving Berenice aga.ln, re
sol~ed to improve the present oppor. 
tUnlty to secure the crown tor her son. 
Her own children were disinherited 
by .the .treaty made with Ptolemy; by 
WhICh It was also stipulated that the 
issue BerenIce might have by Anti
ochus should succeed to the throne 
and she then had a son. Laodice, there~ 
fore, caused Antiochus to be poisoned. 
... Laodice, not believing herself safe 
as long as Berenice and her son liVed, 
concerted measures with Seleucus to 
de~tror them also; but that princess. 
bemg mformed ot their design. escaped 
the danger for some time by reUring 
with her son, to Daphne, where sh~ 
shut herself up in the asylum buHt by 
Seleucus N1cator; but being at last be
trayed by the perfidy [treachery] of 
those who beSieged her there. by the 
order of Laodice, first her son and 
then herself, with aU the Egyptians 
who had accompanied her to that re
treat were murdered in the basest and 
most inhuman manner."-Rollin, An
cient History, Volume 3, Book 16, 
Chapter 3, Section 1. 

In view of the foregOing information 
from history we may be able to com
m~Ilt, briefly, on the leading terms of 
thIS verse. The first pronoun they 
means the kingdoms of the north and 
the soutb. Kino's daughter is Berenice 
daughter of Ptolemy PhHadelphus; 
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whom her father gave in marriage to 
the king of the north in hopes of 
bringing about a peace. But the plan 
did not have the effect that was ex
pected, which is the meaning of the 
words not retain the power 01 the arm. 
Shall be given uP. etc. All who were 
involved in this "love triangle" were 
brought to disappointment. 

Verse 7. The preceding paragraph 
informs us that the ones involved in 
the atIair of Berenice were disap
pointed and that she was slain. But 
her death did not end the matter. for 
at the time she was being held there 
were certain forces at work to avenge 
her misfortune. I shall qUote from his
tory again as follows: "While Berenice 
[daughter of Philadelphus and former 
wife of Antiochus Theos] continued 
shut up and besieged in Daphne, the 
cities of Lesser Asia [or Asia Minor], 
hearing ot her distress, commiserated 
[sympathized] her case, and immedi
ately, by a jOint association, sent an 
arm-y toward Antioch for her relief; 
and Ptolemy Euergetes, her brother, 
hastened thither with a greater force 
out of Egypt for the same purpose. 
But both Berenice and her son were 
cut oft before either of them could ar
rive for their help; whereupon both 
armies turning their desire of saving 
the queen and her son into a rage tor 
the revenging of their death, the Asian 
forces joined the Egyptians for the 
effecting of it, and Ptolemy, at the 
head of both, carried all before him; 
for he not only slew Laodice, but also 
made himself 'I1t(l.Ster of all SYria and 
Cilicia, and then passing the Eu
phrates, brought all under him as far 
as Babylon, and the River Tigris, and 
would have subjugated to him all the 
other provinces of the Syrian Empire, 
but that a sedition ariSing in Egypt 
dUring his absence called him back to 
suppress it." - Prideaux's Connexion, 
year 246. 

Verse 8. The very things predicted 
in this verse took place, therefore the 
best and only comments necessary will 
be offered in another historical quota
tion which is as follows: "ptolemy III, 
Euergetes, ("well-wisher"). B.C. 247-
222; alluded to in Daniel 11: 7-9; in
vaded Syria in 246, to avenge the re
pudiation and murder of his sister, 
Berenice (See Antiochus II, page 95), 
and had conquered it as far north as 
Antioch, and was moving eastward 
towards Babylon, when he was re
called by troubles at home. His policy 
towards the Jews in Egypt was gener
ous; while, in token of his victories, 

he sacrificed in the temple at Jeru
salem 'after the custom of the law' 
(Josephus: C. Ap., 11: 5). He brought 
back to ~[emphis the (!Ods taken from 
Egypt by Cambyses. It was for this he 
received the epithet, 'well-doer.' u_ 
Schaff-Herzog, Article, Ptolemy III. 

"And therefore, having appOinted 
Antiochus and Xantippus, two of his 
generals, the former of them to com
mand the provinces he had taken on 
the west side of Mount Taurus, and 
the other to command the provinces 
he had taken on the east side of it, 
he marched back into Egypt, carrying 
with him vast treasures, which he had 
gotten together, in the plunder of the 
conquered provinces; for he brought 
from thence with him jorty thousand 
talents Of sil'l:'er, a vast number of pre
cious vessels of silver and gold, and 
im.ages also to the 'number Of two 
thousand five hundred, among which 
were many of the Egyptian idols, 
which Cambyses, on his conquering 
Egypt, had carried thence into Persia. 
These ptolemy (son of Philadelphus 
and brother of Berenice) having re
stored to their former temples, on his 
return from this expedition, he there
by much endeared himself to hispeo· 
ple,"-Prideaux's Connexion, year 246. 

Verse 9. King of the south was ptol
emy Euergetes of whom we read in 
the preceding verse and historical com
ments. The reader should see that 
paragraph for the explanation of this 
verse. We note that in verse 8 the 
statement is made that the king of 
the south was to continue more years 
than the king of the north. 

Verse 10. This is one of the verses 
where we have only the pronOuns tor 
the kings, and their names must be 
learned trom history. Since the events 
of the preceding verse another king 
has arisen over the north by the name 
of .8€leucus Callinicus, and the pro
noun his, second word of' this verse, 
refers to him. But he was to be op
posed by another man in his kingdom 
referred to in the words one shall cer
tainly come; that "one" was AnUochus 
the Great, sometimes titled Antiochus 
III. He not only opposed Callinicus, 
but carried his operations even to the 
border of Egypt. The last his refers 
to the Egypti[!,n king Ptolemy Philo
pator who had succeeded Ptolemy Phil
adelphus. That is what is meant by 
the words he stirred up even to his 
(Philopator's) fortress. In confirma
tion of the predictions of this verse I 
shall quote some more history: "The 
weakness of Philopator, and the mis-
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management of the State by Sosibius, 
who was at once incapable and wicked, 
laid the empire open to attack; and it 
was not long before the young king of 
Syria, Antiochus III, took advantage 
ot the condition of affairs to advance 
his own pretensions to the possessions 
of the long-disputed tract between 
Syria Proper and EgyPt ... . Details 
ot the war. Antiochus commenced B.C. 
219. by besieging Seleuceia. the port 
of Antioch, which had remained in the 
hands of the Egyptian governor of 
Coole·Syria. He Invaded that country. 
took Tyre and Ptolemais (Acre). and 
culvanced to the frontiers ot Egypt." 
- Rawlinson, Ancient History. Page 
275. 

Verse 11. It may be a surprise aod 
yet a help to the r eader to know that, 
beginning with the second verse of 
this chapter and including the rest of 
the chapter I a space of over 300 years 
is covered. It is natural to think that 
since the rulers and other outstanding 
characters In the chapter, about 20 in 
all, belonged to the two governments, 
there would be both long and short 
reigns among them. In some instances 
the ruler in one of the kingdoms would 
reign as long as two or more kings in 
the other. Hence we may pass from 
one verse to another without a change 
of _ kings in one or the otber. Before 
making further comments on this 
verse 1 shall quote from history; 

"Ptolemy Philopator, was an Indo
lent, effeminate prince. It was neces
sary to excite and drag him, tn a man
"ner, out of his lethargy. in order to 
prevail with him to take up arms, and 
repulse the enemy, who Were prepar
ing to march into his country. At last 
he put himself at the head of his 
troops; by the valOr and good conduct 
of his generals, obtained a signal vic
tory over Antiochus (the Great) at 
Raphia.." - Rollin's Ancient History, 
Volume 4, Page 143. 

"It might have been expected that, 
under the circumstances, he (Anti
ochus the Great) would have been suc
cessful . But the Egyptian forces, re
laxed though their discJpUne had been 
by Soslbius, were still superior to the 
Syrians; the battle of Raphia (B.C. 
217) was a repetition ot the lessons 
taught at Pelusium and Gaza. The in
vader was once more defeated upon 
the borders, and by the Peace which 
followed, the losses at the two preced
Ing years were, with one exception, re
covered (by PhiIopator), ... In the 
third year of the war, B.C. 217, Philo
pator marched out from Alexandria. in 

person, with 70,000 foot. 5,000 horse 
and 73 elephants. AnUochus advanced. 
to gIve him battle, and the two armies 
met at Raphia, on the eastern edge of 
the desert. After a vain attemPt on the 
part of Theodotus to assassinate Philo
pator in his camp, an engagement took 
place. and Antiochus was completely 
defeated. He then made peace, relin
quishing all his conquests but Selen
ceia." - Rawlinson, Ancient Hiatory, 
Page 275. 

The ki-ng of the south Is Ptolemy 
Philopator who was a weakling in 
character, but others insisted and agi
tated him until he t\nally bestirred 
hlmsel r. He gathered a large army and 
came with choler (bitterness) against 
h.im, king of the north. who is the Anti
oehus the Great of verse 10. Multitude 
shall be given Vn-to his (PhHopator's) 
/woo, 

Verse 12. He is Ptolemy Philopator, 
king of Egypt. His success against 
Antiochus the Great filled him with 
pride and his h eart shall be lifted up. 
Shall not be strengthened by it means 
that his kingdom did not profit by the 
success against Antiochus, although he 
personally had the arrogant satisfac
tion or looking upon his victory. We 
shall learn in the next verse that de
feat finally came to his kingdom from 
the very man whom he had beaten. 
But for the present verse. let the 
reader keep the foregoing comments 
in mind as he reads the folJowing quo
tations from history; 

"Antiochus III lost upwards of ten 
thousand foot and three hundred hOrse, 
and four thousand of his men were 
taken prisoners. Phtlopator, having 
marched, atter bis vIctory, to J erusa
lem, was so audacious as to a ttempt to 
enter the sanctuary. ("his heart shall 
be lifted up"); a.nd being returned to 
his kingdom, he behaved with the ut
most pride toward the Jews, and 
treated them very cruelly. He might 
have dispossessed Antiochus ot' his 
dominions had he taken a proper ad
vantage of his gloriOUS victory; but 
he contented himself witb recovering 
Coele-Syria and PhoeniCia, and again 
plunged into his former excesses; 'but 
he shall not be strengthened by it.'''
Rollin's Ancient History, Volume 4, 
Page 143, 

"ptolemy (PhHopator) having thus 
regained these prOvinces, made a prog
ress through them; and, among other 
cities which he visited in his Perambu
lation, Jerusalem was one that had 
this favor from him. On hiB arrival 
thither, he took a view ot the temple, 
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and there offered up many sacrifices to 
the God ot Israel, and made many 
oblations to the temple, and gave sey
eral valuable donatives to it. But, not 
being content to view it only from the 
outer court, beyond which it was not 
lawful tor any gentile to pass , he 
would ha ve pressed into the sanctuary 
itself, and into the holy of holies in 
the temple. where none but the high 
priest only, Q'nee a year, on the great 
day of expiation, was to enter. This 
made a great uproar all over the city. 
The high· priest iuformed him at the 
sacredness of the place. and the law of 
God which forbade his entrance 
thither. And the priests and Levites 
gathered together to hinder it. and all 
the people to deprecate it; and great 
lamentation was made everywhere 
among them on the apprehension of 
the great profanation which would 
hereby be offered to their holy temple. 
and all hands were lifted up unto God 
in prayer to avert it. But the king, the 
more he was opposed, growing the 
more intent to have his will in this 
matter, pressed into the inner court; 
but, as he was pass ing farther to go 
into the temple itself, he was smitten 
trom God with such a terror and con
fusion ot mind, that he was carried 
out of the place in a manner half dead, 
On this he departed from Jerusalem, 
filled with great wrath against the 
whole nation of the Jews, for that 
which happened to him in that place, 
and venting many threaten ings against 
them tor it."- Prideaux, yea r 217. 

"Ptolemy IV, Philopator ("father
loving"). B.C, 222·205; a lluded to in 
Daniel 11: 10-12, defeated Antiochus 
the Great at Raphia, near Gaza (B.C. 
217) ; sacrificed in the te mple, and at
tempted to enter the sacred precincts, 
when a shock of paralysis stopped 
him. H e was indolent, erteminate, and 
licentious, but capable, on occasion, of 
splendid and vigorous deeds,"-Schaff· 
Herzog, Article, Ptolemy IV, 

Verse 13. This verse begins with the 
word tor wbich indicates a continua
tion of some of the thoughts in the 
precedlng verse. Those thoughts were 
regarding the success of ptolemy 
Philopator against Antlochus the 
Great. It Is stated as verse 12 con· 
cludes, t il at those thousands of men 
would not stre ngthen the k ingdom of 
Philopator, and the present verse pro· 
ceeds to tell us why it would not. And 
since tha t subject consists in the fur
ther aeti vUies and success of Anti· 
ochus the great, my comments on the 
verse fUrther will be some historical 
quotations : 

"Antioch us, atter he had ended the 
war beyond the Euphrates, raised a 
great army in those provinces. Find
ing, fourteen years after the conclusion 
of the first war, that Ptolemy Epiph
anes, who was then but five or six 
years of age, had succeeded Phllopator 
his father, he united with Philip of 
Macedon, in order to deprive the infant 
king of his throne. Having defeated 
Scopas [a general conducting the war 
on behalf of the infant king] at 
Panium, near the source of the river 
JOI'dan, he subjected the wbole coun
try which Philopator had conquered, 
by the victory he gained at Raphia." 
- Rollin's Ancient History, Volume 4, 
page 144. 

"He (Antiochus III) then turned to
wards the easte rn frontiers of his 
re .... lm. against Parthia and Bacuia; 
pene trated into Northern India and 
or ganized a f ormidable arm,y, Includ
ing u hundred and fifty Ind ian ele
phants, In 204 Philopator died; and 
the Egyptian CrOwn deVOlved on his 
son, Ptolemy V, (Epiphanes) a boy of 
five years. This circumstance Anti
ochus meant to utilize, He conquered 
Coele-Syria, Phoenicia, and Palestine, 
and gained a decisive victory in 198 at 
Paneas in Coele-Syria. Peace was then 
concluded." - SChaff·Herzog. Article, 
Antiochus III. 

"Antiochus, king of Syria, and 
Philip, king of Macedon, th inking to 
se rve themselves of the advantage they 
had by the death ot Philopator, and 
the succession of an infant king after 
hillI, entered into a league to divide 
his dominion between them, agreeing 
that Philip should have Caria, Libya, 
Cyrene, and Egypt, and Antiochus all 
the rest. And accordingly Antlochus 
forthw ith marched into Coele·Syria 
and Palestine, and 'partly this year, 
and partly in the next, made himself 
master of these provinces, and all the 
several districts and cities in them,"
Prideaux's Connexion, year 203. 

"Return of Antiochus trom tbe East, 
B.C. 205 and r esumption of bis Egyp· 
tian projects. A treaty is made with 
Philip of Macedon for the partition of 
the kingdom of Ptolemies between the 
two powers. Wa r in Coele-Syria, Phoe
nicia, and Palestine with varied suc
cess, terminated by a great victory 
over Scopas near Panias, B.C. 198. 
Marriage ot Cleopatra, daughter of 
Antlochus, with Ptolemy V. Coele-~yria 
and Palestine promised as 0. dowery, 
but not delivered."-Rawlinson, An· 
cient HistorY, lJage 254. 

Verse 14. T he first haIr of this verse 
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is virtually a repetition of the predic
tion in the foregoing, but I shall insert 
a brief quotation again from history as 
an explanation : "Antioch us, king of 
Syria, and Pililip, king of Macedon, 
thinking to serve themselves of the ad· 
vantage they had by the death of 
PhHopator, and the succession of an 
infant k ing after him, CJtelrc(( into a 
league to divide his dominions between 
them." Prideaux's Conn ex lon, year 203. 

The second halt of this verse lntro· 
duces a new item into tbe prediction. 
They is a pronoun referring to Daniel, 
against whose people the rol)berR were 
to exalt themselves. But the Prediction 
is that they were to fail which the 
histol'Y shows did happen. I have de
parted somewhat from the rule sug· 
gested a short while ago to quote the 
history for each verse first and then 
make my own comments upon it. 
Whichever may seem to be the better 
plan in given cases will be followed. 
I now shall insert the history that con
firms the prediction favorable to the 
Jews in the last of this verse. 

"At this time [reign of ptolemy 
Epiphanes] AnUochus having passed 
into Lesser Asia, and there engaged 
himself in a war with Attalus, king of 
Pergamus, the minister of Alexandria 
took advantage hereof to send Scopas 
with an army tnto Palestine and Coele
Syria, for the recovery of those prov
inces ; where he managed the war 
with such success that he took several 
cities, and reduced all Judea by force, 
and put a garrison into the castle at 
Jerusalem; and. on the approach of 
Winter. returned to Alexandria with 
full honor for the Victories he had 
obtained, and with as great riches, 
which he had gathered from t-h e plun
der of the country . ... The Jews were 
at this time very much alienated in 
their affections from the Egyptian 
king; whether it were by reason ot the 
former ill treatment of their nation by 
his rather, or for some fresher ill treat
ment they had received, is not said. It 
is most likely it was because of the 
ravages and robberies of Scopas, In his 
taking Jerusa-lem. the former year; for 
he was a very covetous and rapacious 
man, laying his hands everywhere on 
all tluJt he cOllld get,. and therefore, 
on Antlochus' marching that way, they 
willingly rendered aU pl!lccS unto him, 
and on his coming to Jerusalem, the 
priests and elders went out in 0. sol· 
ernn procession to meet him, and re
ceived him with gladness, and enter
tained him and all his army in their 
city, provided for his horses and ele· 

phants, and assisted him with their 
al'ms for the reduc 'ng of the castle 
where Scopas had left a garrison. "
Prideaux's Conllexlon. year 198. 

"Now It happened that in the reIgn 
of AntiochUs the Great, who ruled over 
all Asia, thnt the Jews, as well as the 
inhabitants of Coele,SYria, suffered 
greatly, and their land was sorely 
harassed; for while he was at war 
with Ptolemy PhUopator, and with his 
son, who was called Epiphanes, it fell 
out that these nations were equally 
sufferers, both when he was beaten and 
when he beat the others; so that they 
were very like a ship in a storm, 
which is tossed by the waves on both 
sides; and just thus were they in thetr 
situation in the middle between Anti· 
oehus' prosperity and its change to 
adversity. But at length, when Anti
ochus had beaten Ptolemy, be seized 
upon Judea; and when PhtIopator was 
dead, his Bon sent out a great army 
under Seop'1s the general of his forces, 
against the inhabitants of Coele·Syria, 
who took lIWny of their cities and in 
particular our nation,- which, when he 
fell upon them, went over to bim. Yet 
was it not long afterward when Anti· 
oebus overcame Bcopas, in a battIe 
rought at the fountains at Jordan, and 
destroyed a great part 01 his army." 
- Josephus, 12-3·3. 

Verses 15·17. The persons and facts 
of this series of 'Verses are so inter· 
woven that I think it will the better 
be explained by grouping them into 
one paragraph. I shall quote some 
lines from history. then explain the 
events in their r elation to the persons 
Involved in the light of the history. 
Let the reader give close attention t o 
the follow ing : "Antioch us, beSieged 
and tOOk, first Sidon, then Gaza, and 
afterwards aU the cities of those prov
inces, notwithstanding the oppOSition 
made by the chosen troops which the 
king of Egypt had sent against him. 
'He did according to his own will: in 
Coele-Syria and Palestine, and nothing 
was able to make the least resistance 
against him. Pursuing his conquests 
In Palestine, he entered Judea. 'the 
glorious: or, according to the Hebrew, 
'that desirable land.' He there estab· 
Hshed his authority and strengthenecl 
It, by repulsing from the castle of Jeru
salem, the garrison which Seopas had 
thrown into it. This garrison being 
so well defended that AnUochus was 
obliged to send for all the troops in 
order to force it. and the Siege con
tinuing a long time, the country was 
ruined and consumed by the stay the 
army was obliged to make in it ..•. 
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Antiochus, seeing that the Romans 
undertook the defence of young Ptol
emy Eptphanes, thought it would best 
suit bis Interest to lull the king asleep. 
by giving blm bis daughter in mar
riage. in order to 'corruPt her: and ex
cite ber to betray her husband ; but 
he was not successful in his design; 
for as soon as she was married to 
Ptolemy. she renounced her father's in
terests, and embraced those of her hus
band. It was on this account that we 
see her join with him in the embassy 
which was sent from Egypt to Rome, 
to congratulate the Romans on the vic
tory which Aciltus had gained over her 
father at Thermopylae,"-Rollin's An
cient History, Volume 4, pages 144, 
145. 

It should be remembered that a ref
erence to the no,'th always means 
Syria in this chapter, and the king 
who is ruHng there at the time, and 
the south means Egypt. Cast up a 
mount means that Antiochus III would 
prepare to attack the cities at the 
south, which would Dot be able to 
withstand the attack. He tnat cometh 
against him. means that Antiochus was 
to come against Ptolemy Epipbanes 
and tbe latter would not succeed. To 
make his gains further sure, the king 
of the north was to give his daughter 
(whose name was Cleopatra as sup
plied by history) in marriage to the 
king of the south, thinking that she 
would place her love for her father 
above that for her husband, and thus 
really act as a spy for her father in 
the household of her husband. But she 
was true to her husband; not stand on 
his (her father's) side, neither be tor 
hi'Tn. 

Verse 18. Antiochus III was a noted 
man and accomplished many exploits 
among the nations. However, we have 
just seen that he had Borne reverses, 
and we shall see some more of the 
same In the present verse. Before 
making furtber comments on it, I shall 
make some historical quotations: 

"Antiocbus, baving put an end to the 
war of Coele-Syria and Palestine, sent 
his two sons, at the end of the land
army, to Sardis, while he embarked on 
board the fleet. and sailed to the Ae
gean Sea, where he took several is
lands, and extended his empire exceed~ 
inglyon that sIde. However, the prince 
or the people, whom he had insulted 
by making this invasion, that is L. 
ScipiO, the Roman conSUl, caused the 
reproach to turn upon him, by defeat
ing him at Mount Sipilus, and repuls· 

ing him from every part of Asia 
Minor."-Rolltn. Volume 4, page 145. 

"He (Antiachus ' IJI) then invaded 
Asia Minor, and in 195 he crossed the 
Hellespont, and advanced Into Europe. 
Here he encountered the Romans; but 
In 190 he was totally defeated at Mag· 
nesia by Scipio Asiaticus, and he ob~ 
tained peace trom Rome only on very 
severe conditions."-Schaff·Herzog. Ar
Ucle, Antiochus III. 

"The conquests ot AnUochus in Asia 
Minor and Europe, B.C. 197 to 196. 
bring him Into contact with the Ro
mans, who require him to evacuate the 
Chersonese and restore the Greek 
cities in Asia Minor to freedom. He 
indignantly rejects their demands, and 
prepares tor war. Flight of Hannibal 
to his court. B.C. 195. Antiochus makes 
alliance with the Aetolians. and in 
B.C. 192 crOsses mto Greece, lands at 
Demetrias, takes Chalets. Great battle 
at Thermopylae between the Romans, 
under AciUus Glabrio, and the allied 
forces or Antlocbus and the Aetolians. 
Antiochus, completely defeated, quits 
Europe and returns to Asia B.C. 191. 
His fleet has orders to protect the 
shores and prevent the Romans tram 
landing. But the battle ot Corycus 
ruins these hopes. 'fhe Romans obtain 
the mastery ot the sea; and their 
army, having crossed the Hellespont 
without oppOSition, gains under the 
two Scipios the great victory of Mag
nesia, which places Antiochus at theil' 
mercy, B.C. 190. He purchases peace 
by ceding all Asia Minor except Cilicia, 
and by consenting to pay a contribu
tion of 12,000 talents. 'fhe ceded prov
inces are added by the Romans to the 
kingdom of Pergamus, which is thus 
raised 1nto a rival to Syria."-Rawlin
son, Ancient History. page 254. 

With the facts of history before us, 
we can understand the present verse 
and properly assign the pronouns. 
Isles means inhabited 8pots, and that 
is the meaning of the places where he 
(Antiochus tIl) turoed his race. That 
called tbe Romans into action and they 
sent their miJitarr leader, ScipiO, into 
the field. When Antiochus invaded the 
territories in which the Romans were 
interested it was considered a reproach 
upon them. But Scipio was successful 
in repulSing Antiochus, so that he 
caused it to rebound upon him (Anti· 
ochus) without baving any reproach 
of his (SCipio's) own. 

Verse 19. Antiochus, completely de~ 
feated, tUrned his steps towards his 
own country. Stum·ble and fall refers 
to his faUure in another matter of his 
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obligations, and the explanation of the 
prediCtions is best shown In the his
tortat quotations which w111 be quoted 
before making further comments. 

"AnUochus. after his defeat, re
turned to Antioch, the capital ot his 
kingdom, and the strongest fortress in 
it. He went soon after into the prov
Inces of the east, in order to levy 
money to pay the Romans; but having 
plundered the temple of Elymais, he 
there lost his life in a miserable man
ner."-RolUn's Ancient History, Vol
ume 4, page 146. 

"The defeat of Magnesia. Is followed 
by the revolt of ArmenIa, B.C. 189, 
whIch henceforth becomes indepen
dent. It leads also to the death of 
Antiochus, who, in order to pay the 
war contribution imposed upon him by 
the Romans, is driven to the plunder 
ot the Oriental temples. Hence a tu
mult In Elymais, wherein the king is 
killed, B.C. 187."-Rawllnson, Ancient 
HIstory. page 254. 

"Retiring to his eastern provinces 
In oJ;'der to raise money for the tribute 
he (Antlochus III) owed Rome, he was 
slain In 187, while plundering the tem
ples ot Belus in Etymais." - Schaft
Herzog, Article, AnUochus III. 

Verse 20. H i s estate means in the 
place of Antiochus III whose death 
was predicted in the preceding verse. 
The prediction raiser of taxes means 
he will be an extortioner and will lay 
heavy tax burdens on the people. He 
was to be destroyed, neither in anger 
nor in battle denotes he would not die 
in open wartare nor by voluntary bod
ily con test with another, but wtu die 
unreslstingly by the hand of another. 
J shall give the reader the history 
which confirms the predietions of this 
verse, 

"These few words (Daniel 11: 20) 
denote, evidently, the short and ob
BCUre reign of Seleucus, and the kind 
of death he was to die. The Hebrew 
text points him out still more clearly. 
'There shall arise up in biB place, (of 
Antlochus) a man who, as an extor
tioner, a collector of taxes, shall cause 
to pass away, and shaH destroy, the 
glory of the kingdom.' And. Indeed, 
this was the sale employment ot his 
reign. He was obliged to furnish the 
Romans. by the articles of peace con
cluded between them, a thousand tal
ents annually; and the twelve years of 
thIs tribute exactly ended with his 
life. He reigned but eleven years."
Romn's Ancient History, Volume 4, 
page 203. 

"Antlochus was succeeded by his SOD, 

Seleueus IV, who took the name of 
Phtlopator, and reigned eleven years, 
B.C. 187 to 176. This Deriod was 
wholly uneventful. The fear ot Rome, 
and the weakness produced by exbaus· 
tion, torced Seleucus to r emain Quiet. 
even wben Eumenes of Pergamus 
seemed about to absorb Pontus. . . . 
Seleucus was murdered by Heliodorus. 
his treasurer (B.C. 176), who hoped to 
succeed to his dominions."-RawUn
son, Ancient Histor}', page 255. 

"Atter t he death of Antiochus the 
Great, Seleucus Phllopator, h Is eldest 
son, whom he left at Antioch On his 
departu re thence into the east, sue. 
eeeded him in the kingdom, but made 
a very poor figure of it, by reason of 
the low estate which the Romans had 
reduced the Syrian Empire to, and the 
heavy tribute of one thousand talents 
a year, whIch, through the whole time 
at his reign he was obUged to pay 
them; by the treaty of peace lately 
granted by them to bis father. The 
whole ot this king's reign is expressed 
by Daniel 11: 20. For in that text it Is 
foretold , that after Antiochus the 
Great. who Is spoken of in the fore-
gOing verses, 'there should stand up in 
his estate a raiser of taxes.' And Se
leueus was no more than such all the 
time. for the whole business of his 
reign was to raise the thousand talents 
every year, which, by the treaty of 
peace that his father had made with 
the Romans, he was obllged for twelve 
years together, annually to pay that 
peoDle; and the last of these years was 
the last of his life. For, as the text 
saith, 'within a few years after he 
should be destroyed, and that neither 
in aoger. nor in battle'; so accordingly 
it happened. For he reigned only 
eleven Years, and h is death was 
neither tn battle nor in anger; that is, 
neither in war abroad, nor in sedition 
or rebell10n at home. but by the secret 
treachery of one of his own friends. 
His successor was Antiochus Epiph
anes hIs brother, of whom we shan 
treat in the next book."-Prldeaux's 
Connexion, years 186, 176. 

Verse 21. The pronoun his refers to 
Seleueus IV, also called PbtloJ)ator, 
and Is referred to in the preceding 
verse as a "raiser of taxes." Shall 
stand 11,.1J means he shan get the place 
occupied by the preceding king. The 
man wbo was to take this place is 
named AnUochus Epiphanes, brother 
of the murdered PhUopator. The pre
dictions Indicate that he was to obtatn 
the throne in an irregular manner, not 
in an honorable way_ The detaUs of 
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that event are described in the foll ow
ing historical quotation: 

"On the death of Seleucus Philopa
tor, Heliodorus. who had been the 
treacherous autbor of his death , en
deavored to seize the Crown or S.'Tia. 
Antiochus, the brother of Seleucus 
was then on his return from Rome: 
While at Athens in his journey, he 
there heard of the death of his brother, 
and the attempt of Hel1odorus to usurp 
the throne: and finding that the 
usurper had a great party with him 
to support him in his pretensions, and 
that there was anotber party also 
forming for ptolemy, (Who made some 
claim to the succession in right of his 
mother, she being sister to the de
ceased king) and that boUl ot them 
were agreed 'not to give unto him 
(tbough the next heir in the absence 
of Demetrius) the honor of the king
dom: as the holy prophet Daniel fore
tOld , he applied himself to Eumenes 
king of Perham us, and Attalus lti~ 
brother, and (by flattering speeches 
and great promises of friendship) pre
vailed with them to help him against 
Hellodorus. And by their means that 
usu rper being suppressed, he was 
qui etly placed on the throne, and all 
submitted to him, and permitted him 
without any fur ther oPposition, peace: 
ably to obtain the kingdom, as ha d 
been predicted of him in the same 
prophecy. Eumenes and Attalus, at 
this time having some suspicions of 
the Romans, were des irous of having 
the king of Syria on their s ide, in 
case a war should break out between 
them, and Antiochus' promises to stick 
by them, whenever such a war should 
happen, were the inducements that 
prevaiJed with them to do him this 
kin d n e s s." - Prideaux's Connexion 
year 175. See also, Rawllnson, Ancient 
History, page 255. 

This Antiochus Epiphanes is de
scribed here as a vile person, which 
refers to his character as a man as 
well as to bis conduct in public affairs. 
In view of his promInence in t he 
prophecies and history of things per
taining to God's people, r believe it 
will be helpful to quote at length trom 
the historical SOUrces. As tbi s quota
tion may be referred to agn in the 
reader is urged to give it carefn l ~tten
tion, particularly the parts \;: llCh I 
shall emphasize. 

"On his being thus settled on the 
throne, he took the name of Epiphanes, 
that is, The Illustrious; but nothing 
could be more a lien to his true char
acter than this title. The prophet Dan-

leI foretold of him that he would be 
'a vile person.' so our English version 
has it; but the word NIBZER in the or
iginal rather signified deSPicable than 
vile. He was truly both tn all that 
both these words can express, which 
will fully appear from the character 
given h im by Polyblus, II, Philarchus 
12, Livy, 13, and Diodorus, 14, wh~ 
were all heathen writers, and the two 
first of them his contemporaries. For 
they tell us, that he would get often 
out of the palace and ramble about 
the streets of Antioch, with two or 
three servants only accompanying 
him; that he would be often convers
ing with those that graved in sUver, 
and cast vessels of gold, and be fre
quently found witb them in their 
shops, talking and nicely arguing with 
th em about the mysteries of their 
trades, that he would very commonly 
debase himself to the meanest com
pany, and on his going abroad would 
jOin in with such as he happened to 
find them met together, although ot 
the lowest of the people, and enter into 
discourse with any ot them whom he 
should firs t light on: that he would 
in his rambles, frequently drink with 
strangers and foreigners, and even 
with the meanest and vflest ot them; 
that, when he heard of any young com
pany met ~ogether to feast, drink, or 
any otherWise to make merry together 
he WOUld, without gIving any notice of 
his own coming, intrude himself 
among them, and revel away the time 
with them in their cups and songs, and 
other frolics, without any regard to 
common decency, or his own royal 
character, so that several, being Sur
prised with the strangeness of the 
thing, WOUld, on his coming, get up 
and run away out of the company. 
And he would sometimes, as the freak 
took him, Jay aside his royal habit 
and putting on a Roman gown g~ 
round the city, as he had seen done 
in the election of the mag1strates of 
Rome, and ask the votes of the citi
zens, in the same manner as used to 
be there practiced, now taking one 
man by the hand, and, then embrac
ing another, and would thus set him
self up, sometimes for the office of 
aedile, and sometimes for that of trib
une ; and, having thus voted into office 
he sued tor, he would take the chair 
and sitUng down in it, hear petty 
causes of contracts, bargains, and 
sales, made in the market, and gIve 
judgment in t.hem wlth that seriOus 
attention and earnestness, as it they 
had been matters or the highest COD
cern and importance. It i8 said also 
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of him, that he was much given to 
drunkenness; and that he spent a 
great part of his revenues in revelling 
and drunken carousa ls; and wou ld 
often go out in to the streets whlle in 
these frolics, and there scatter his 
money by handfuls among the r ab ble, 
crying out. 'Let him take to whom 
fortune give it.' Sometimes he would 
go abroad with a crown of roses upon 
his head, and wearing a Roman gown, 
would walk the streets alone , and 
car rying stoneg under his arms, would 
throw them at those who followed 
after him. And he would often wash 
himself in the public baths among the 
common people, and there expose him
self by many absurd and ridiculous 
actions. Which odd and extravagant 
sort of conduct made many doubt how 
the matter stood with him; some 
thinking him a tool, and some a mad
man; the latter of these. most thought 
to be his truest character; and there
fore, instead of Epiphanes, or the Illus
trious, they called him Epimanes, the 
Madman. Jerome teUs us also of him 
that he was exceedingly given to Jaciv
ousness, and often by the vilest acts .of 
it debased the honOr ot his royal dIg
nity; that he was frequently round in 
the company ot mimics [clowns], 
pathics [boys kep t for unnatural pur
poses], and COln1nOn prostitutes, and 
that with the Jatter he would commit 
acts of lasciviousness, and gra ti fy his 
hut on them pub licly in sight of the 
people. And it is fur ther related at 
him, that having for hls catamUcs 
[same as pathtcs ] two vile perSons, 
called Timarchu8 and Herac lides, who 
were bro thers, he made the first of 
them governor of Babylonia, and the 
other his treasurer in tha t province, 
and gave himself up to be governed 
a nd conducted by them in most that 
he did. And having, on a very whimsi
cal occasion, exhibited games and 
shows at Daphne, near Antioch, with 
vast expense, and cal1ed thither a great 
multitude of peopJe of foreign parts, 
as well as from his own dominion, to 
be present at the solemnity; he there 
behaved himself to that degree of t'olly 
and absurdity. as to become the ridi
cule and scorn ot all that were pres
ent; which actions at his are suffi
ciently abundant to demonstrate him 
both despicable a nd vile, though he 
had not added to them that most un
reasonably and wicked persecution of 
God's people in Judea and Jerusalem 
which will be hereafter related."
Prideaux. year 175. 

Verse 22. This is still making pre
dictions about Epiphanes; in fact, this 

wicked cha racter will figure jn most of 
the affairs throughout the rest of this 
chapter. A rm s oj a f lood r eters to the 
milttary forces that Epiphanes brought 
against t he Egyptian king. The prO· 
noun him refers to Epiphanes. and the 
prl-Ji ce is HelioJorus who had seized the 
throne. The fu lfillment of tbis verse 
will be seen in the following history. 

"Heliod orus, the murderer of Se
leucus, and his adherents, as also those 
of the E gyptian king, who had tormed 
designs against Syria, were defeated 
by the forces of AttaIns and Eumenes. 
dispersed by the arrival of EpiPhanes, 
whose presence disconcerted all their 
projects. By the 'prince of the cove
nant: we may suppose to be meant. 
either Heliodorus, the chief of the can· 
spirators, who had killed Seleucus; or 
rather ptolemy Epiphanes king of 
Egypt, who lost his h fe by a conspir
acy of his Own subjects, when he was 
mediating a war against Syria. Thus 
Providence removed this powerful ad
versary. to make wa.y for Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and raised him to the 
throne." - Rollin's Ancient History. 
VolUme 4, page 236. 

"On the death of Seleucus, the 
throne was seized by Heliodorus; but it 
was not long before AntiochU8 Epiph· 
anes, the brother of the late king, with 
the help of Pergamene monarch, Eu
menes, r ecovered it. This prince, who 
is known in history as AnUochuB IV, 
or (more commonly) as Antiochus 
Epiphanes, was a man of courage and 
energy." - Rawlinson's Ancient His· 
tory. page 255. 

Verse 23. Another king is in power 
in Egypt by the name of Ptolemy Phi· 
lometor, and the pronoun h im, stands 
fo r this man. The pronoun he is 
Epiphanes who is to come against this 
new king in Egypt. He will have a 
sm .. all people which means he will 
boa ve a smaller army than usual, but 
yet by cer tain tactics he will win the 
contest. The fulfill ment at the verse 
may be seen in the following history. 

"Antioch us Epiphanes, though he 
was a lready determined on the war, 
'yet shall he assume a specious [decep
tive] appearance of friendship tor the 
k1ng ot Egypt.' He even sent Apol. 
lonius to Memphis. to be present at the 
banquet given on occasion at that 
prince's coronation, as a prOOf that It 
was agreeable to him. But soon after. 
on pretence of defending his nephew, 
he marched into E gypt. with a small 
army, in comparison of those which 
he levied afterwards. The battle was 
fought near Peluslum. AnUochu8 was 
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strongest, that is, victorious, and after
wards returned to Tyre. Such was the 
end of his first expedition. "-Rollin, 
Volume 4. pages 236, 237. 

"An tioch us, baving, ever since the 
return ot ApoUonius from the Egyp
tian court. been preparing for the war 
which be found he must necessarily 
have with Ptolemy about the provinces 
of Coele-Syria and Palestine. and being 
now ready for it. resolved to deter it 
no Ion g e r - and then forthwith 
marched his army toward the frontiers 
of Egypt. where, being met by the 
forces of Ptolemy (Philometar) be
tween Mount Casins and Pelusium, it 
there came to battie between them, in 
which Antlochus having gotten the vic
tory ... without attempting anything 
fur ther this year , r eturned to Tyre; 
and there, and in the neighboring 
clUes, put his army into winter quar
lers."-Prideaux, year 17l. 

Verses 24-26. 'Ve have another series 
of verses t hat can better be considered 
as a group. The predictions are still 
about Epiphanes and his dealings with 
the king ot the south. which means 
Egypt. Epiphanes is still pictured as 
an insincere person, making plaus ible 
offer s ot triendship tbat he did not 
mean. Another expedition is here pre· 
dicted and the history showing his ful
ftllment will now be quoted: 

"In tbese three verses (Daniel 11: 
24·26) appear the principal characters 
of the second expedition of Antiochus 
into E gypt. His mighty armies, his 
r apid conquests, the rich spoils he car
ri ed from thence, and the dissimula
tion [hypocr isy] and treachery he be
gan to practice with regard to Ptolemy, 
Antiochus, after employing the whole 
winter in malting preparations for a 
second expedition into Egypt, invaded 
it both by sea and land, as soon as the 
season would permit. 'Wherefore, he 
entered tnto Egypt with a great multi
tude, with chariots, and elephants, and 
borsemen, and a great navy, And made 
war against Ptolemy king of Egypt ; 
bu t Ptolemy was arraid of him, and 
fled ; and m::my were wouuded to 
death . Thus they got the strong cities 
in the land of Egypt, and he took the 
spoilS thereof. I Maccabees, 1: 17, 18, 
19.' Diodorus relates, that Antiochus, 
after this victory, conquered all Egypt, 
or at least the greatest part of it; for 
all the cities, Alexandria excepted, 
opened their gates to the conquerOr. 
He subdued E gypt with an astonishing 
rapidity, and did that 'which his fore
fatbers had not done. nor his father's 
fathers.' Ptolemy either surrendered 

himself, or feU into the hands of Anti
och us , who at first treated him with 
k indness; had but one table with h im ; 
seemed to be greatly concerned for his 
welfare, and left him the peaceable 
possession of his kingdom. reserving 
to himself Pelusium, which was the 
key to it. For Antiochus assu'1lted this 
appearance ot friendship, with no 
other view than to have the better op
portunity of ruining him. 'They that 
feed of the portion of his meat shall 
destroy.' Antiochus did not make a 
long stay 1n Egypt at that time, the 
news which was brought of the general 
revolt of the J ews obliging him to 
march against them. In the mean 
time, the Inhabi tants of Alexandria, 
ottended at Philometor for having con
cluded an alliance with Antiochus, 
raised Euergetes, his youngest brother, 
to the throne in h1s stead. Antiochus, 
who had advice at what had passed 
in Alexandria, took the opportunity to 
return into Egypt, upon pretext of reo 
s toring the dethroned monarch, but in 
reality to make himself absolute mas· 
t er of the kin; dom."-Rollin, VolUme 
4. pages 237. 238. 

"Antioch us, having been making 
Preparations during a1l the winter for 
a second expedition into Egypt, as 
soon as the season of the year would 
permit, again invaded that countrY 
both by sea and land ... , While Anti
ochus carried on his vast invasion, 
Philometor came into his hands; 
whether he were tah:en prisoner by 
him, or else voluntarily came in unto 
him, is not said: t he la tter seems most 
likely. For An tiochus took not trom 
him his library. but they did eat at 
the S(l.1ne table, and conversed together 
a s friends: and for some time Anti
ochus pretended to take care of the 
in terest of t h is young king his nephew, 
and to manage the atrai rs of the king
dom as tutor and guardian to him, 
But when he had, under th is pretence, 
made himseU master of the country, 
he seized all to himself; a nd, baving 
miserably pillaged all parts where he 
came, vastly enriched himself and his 
army with the SPOils ot them,"-Prt· 
deaux's Con nexfon, year 171. 

Verse 27. The first sentence of verse 
28 should be inCluded in this para
graph, for the historical Q.uotation that 
will be made includes it, Both t.hese 
ki.nys means PhUometor and Epiph· 
anes, They both put on a show at 
friendliness, even eating at the same 
table which was one of the strongest 
indications or friendship in ancient 
times. But a ll the time they were thus 
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chatting in a good·natured manner at 
the table. Epiphanes was plotting the 
ruin of Philometor. The latter actually 
suspected the treachery of Epiphanes. 
but pretended not to see anything 
wrong; thus they did spook lies at one 
table. Nothing decisive was accom
plished and Epiphanes returned to his 
own land, having only the consolation 
ot obtaining some great possessions of 
personal property. 1 shall give the 
reader some history, showing the tul· 
fillment of this prophecy. 

"The third expedition of Anttochus 
could scarcely be pointed out more 
clearly (1n Daniel 11: 27, 28). That 
prince, hearing that the Alexandrians 
had raised Euergetes to the throne, re
turned to Egypt upon the specious pre
tence of restoring Philometor. After 
having overcome the Alexandrians in 
a sea fight at Pelusium, he laid siege 
to Alexandria. But, finding the inhabi
tants made a strong aDPosition, he was 
contented with making himself master 
of Egypt again, in the name ot his 
nephew, in whose detence he pretended 
to have drawn the sword. They were 
then at Memphis, ate at the same table, 
and beha.ved towards one another with 
all the outward marks ot a sincere 
triendship. The uncle seemed to have 
the nephew's interest at heart, and the 
nephew to repose the higbest confi
dence in his uncle; but all th is was 
mere show, both dissembling [acting 
hypocritically] their real sentiments. 
The uncle endeavored to crush his 
nephew, and the nephew, who saw 
through his design, strove immediately 
to be reconciled to his brother. Thus 
neither succeeded in deceiving the 
other; nothing was yet determined, 
and Antiochus returned into Syrla."
Rollin, Volume 4, page 239. 

"Anttochus, on hearing at this [the 
raising of Euergetes to the throne of 
Egypt] laid hoJd of the occasion for 
his making a third expedition Into 
Egypt, under pretence of restoring the 
deposed klng, but in reality to subject 
the whole kingdom to himselt. ptol
emy Euergetes and Cleopatra his &i& 
ter, who were then shut up in the 
town, being hereby much distressed, 
sent ambassadors to the Romans to 
represent their case, and pray reliet. 
And, a BtUe after there came ambas
sadors tram the Rhodians, to endeavor 
to make peace between the two kings. 
But while they were proceeding in 
long harangues on these topics, Anti
ochus interrupted them, and in a tew 
words told them that there was no 
need or long orations as to this mat
ter; that the kingdom belonged to 

PhHometol' the elder brother, with 
w.1wm.. he had some time 8ince made 
peace, and was now in perfect frienct
ship with him)' that, it they would re
caH him from banishment, and again 
restore him to his crown, the war 
would be at an end. This said he, not 
that he intended any such thing, but 
only out of craft farther to embroil 
the kingdom, for the better obtaintng 
of his own ends upon it .... And, with 
this view having withdrawn from Alex
andria, he marched to Memphis, and 
there seemingly again restored the 
whole kingdom to Phflometor, except
ing only Pelusium, which he retained 
in his hands, that, having the key at 
E.(ypt still in his keeping, he might 
thereby again enter Egypt, when mat
ters should there, according to the 
scheme which he had laid, be ripe for 
it. and so seize the whole kingdom; 
and, having thus disposed matters, he 
returned again to Antioch."-Prldeaux, 
169. 

Verse 28. The latter part of this 
verse predicts the wicked conduct of 
Epiphanes toward the Lord's institu
tions in Jerusalem. That subject comes 
up again in this chapter, and I shall 
defer any further comments together 
with historical quotations till later. 

Verse 29. This paragraph must in
clude half of verse 30 to get the Predic
tions. It is a prophecy ot the fourth 
expedition of Epiphanes Into Egypt. 
Not be as the form-er or us the latter. 
Some indefiniteness is seen in the his· 
tartans as to which expeditions are 
meant since he had made three of them 
before. But It is clear that the fourth 
one would not be as successful as the 
others had been. The reason for it is 
given in the statement about the ships 
0/ Ohittim that were to come against 
him. I shall quote the bistory ror this 
paragraph: 

"Fourth expedition of Antiochus 
into Egypt- Advice being brought to 
Antiochus, that the two brothers were 
reconciled, he threw orr the mask, and 
declared publicly that be intended to 
conquer Egypt for himself. And, to 
support his pretensions, 'he returned 
toward the south,' that is, into Egypt, 
but was not so successful in this ex
pedition as before. As he was advanc
ing to besiege Alexandria, Popllius and 
the other Roman ambassadors, who 
were on board a fleet composed at 
Macedonian or Greek ships, for this 
the Hebrew word ChittJm signIfies, 
which they found at Delos, obliged him 
to lay down his arms, and leave Egypt. 
He obeyed, but 'with the utmost re-
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luctance, and made the city and tem
ple of Jerusalem feel the dire effects 
at his indignation,' as will be presently 
seen."-Rollin's Ancient History, Vol
ume 4, pages 239, 240. 

Verse 30. The conduct of Epiphanes 
as it pertained to the J ews was so vi
cious, and it occupies so much at the 
prophecy and in so many places, that 
1 think it will be proper to copy at 
length troni hlstory before making any 
more ot my own comments on that 
subject. Atter doing this shall resume 
my interpretation ot the various state
ments in the verses, relying on the 
history quoted for the basis of my 
comments, and adding other historical 
Quotations from time to time as the 
subject matter may require. I again 
instst that the reader give the most 
possible attention to these quotations 
as they will be needed in the under
standing of the predictions. 

"At the same time that Antiochus, 
wbo is called Epiphanes, bad a quarrel 
with the sixth Ptolemy about his right 
to the whole country of Syria, a great 
sedition fell among tbe men of power 
in Judea, and they had a contention 
about obtaining tbe government; while 
each of those that were of dignity 
eQuId not endure to be subject to their 
equals. However. Onias. one of the 
high-priests. got the better, and cast 
the sons of Tobias out of the city; who 
ned to Antiochus, and besought him to 
make an expedition into Judea. The 
king being thereto disposed before
hand. complied with them, and came 
upon the Jews with a great army, and 
took their city by force, and slew a 
great multitude ot tbose that favored 
Ptolemy, and sent out his soldiers to 
plunder them, without mercy. He also 
spa lied the temple. and pu.t a stop to 
the con.stan t practice of offering a 
dailv sacrifice of c:rpiati<Ju for three 
years and six l1wnths . ... Now Anti
Dchus was not satisfied elther with his 
unexpected taking the city, or witb its 
plllage, or with the great slaughter he 
bad made there; but being overcome 
with his violent passions, and remem
bering what he had suffered dUring 
the Siege, he compelled the Jews to 
dissolve the laws ot their country. and 
to keep their intants uncircumcised , 
and. to sacrifice .tWines flesh upon the 
altar,. against which they all opposed 
themselves, and the most approved 
among them were put to death."
Josephus, Wars, Book 1, Chapter 1, Sec· 
tions 1, 2. 

"And when the king [Epiphanes] 
bad built an idol altar upon God's 

altar. he slew swine upon it. and so 
offered a sacrifice neither according to 
the law, nor the Jewish religious wor
ship in that countrY. He also. com
pelled them to forsake the worship 
which they paid their own God, and 
to adore those wbom he took to be 
gods; and made them build temples, 
and raise idol altars in every city and 
village, and offer swine upon them 
every day. He also <:ommanded them 
not to circumcise their sons, and 
threatened to punish any that should 
be found to have transgressed his in
junction. He also appointed overseers, 
who should compel them to do what 
be commanded. And indeed many 
Jews there were who complied with 
the klng's commands, eltber voluntar
By. or out of fear of the penalty that 
was denounced: but the best men, and 
tbose of the noblest souls, did not reo 
gard h im, but did pay a greater re
spect to the customs or their country 
than concern as to the punishment 
which be threatened to tbe disobedi
ent; on whicb account they every day 
underwent great miseries and bitter 
torments; for they were whipped with 
rods and their bodies were torn to 
pleces, and they were crUCified while 
they were stilI alive and breathed; 
tlley also strangled those women and 
their sons whom they had circumcised. 
as the king had aPPOinted, hanging 
their sons about their necks as tbey 
were upon the crosses. And if there 
were any sacred book ot the law found, 
it was destroyed; and those with 
whom they were found. miserably per
ished also." Josephus, Antiquities, 
Book 12, Chapter 5, Section 4. 

"Atter this, having spoiled the cIty 
of a ll its riches, they [rorces of Epiph
anes] set it on fire in several places. 
demolisbed the houses, and pulled 
down the walls round about it; and 
t h en, with the ruins of the demolished 
city, built a strong fortress on the top 
of an eminence in the city of David, 
which was over against the temple; 
and overlooked and commanded the 
same, and there placed a strong garri
son; and making it a place of arms 
against the whole nation at the Jews, 
stored it with all manner of provisiOns 
01 war, and there also they latd up the 
spoils which they had taken in the 
sacking of the city. And this fortress, 
by the advantage of its situation, be
ing thus higher than the mountain of 
tbe temple, and commanding the same, 
from thence the garrison soldiers fell 
on all those that went up thither to 
worship. and sbed blood on every side 
of the sanctuary, and defiled, it with 
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all manner 01 pollutions; so that from 
this time the temp1e became deserted, 
and the daily sacrifices O,ntitted; and 
none at the true servants ot God durst 
any more go up thithe r to worship. 
till Judas, after three y ears and a half. 
having recovered it out of the hands 
of the h eathens, purged the place of 
its pollutions, and, by a new dedica
tion, restored it again to its pristine 
use,"- Prideaux's Connexion, year 168. 

Before leaving this verse I shall 
make a few comments. This indigna
tion was caused by the trouble the 
Jews gave Epiphanes by not all sub
mitting to' him. But some of them did 
submit and fUrnisbed him with "in
side" information concerning the con
fidential interests ot the holy service. 
We netice this information or intell~ 
gence was furnished by them that for
sake the holy cOtJenant. It is true that 
the worst enemies the work of the 
Lord has are those In the ranks of His 
professed servants wbo turn spies. 

Verse 31. The arms were seen in the 
historical quotation, wbich Epipbanes 
used to further bis opposition to the 
Jews. Abomination that maketh aeBfJ
late is a descriptive phrase that might 
be used at different Umes. In general 
it means any condition where some 
abominable character or group of char· 
acters threaten the decency and dig
nity of the service of God. That is why 
Jesus applies the saying to the pres
ence of the Roman army near the holy 
city of Jerusalem (Matthew 24: 15). 
In the present case it means the cor· 
rupt condition created by Epiphanes 
about the temple and altar of sacrifice. 

Verse 32. Shall he corrupt by flat
teries refers to the persons who gave 
El)iphanes "Intelligence" in verse 30, 
who were the real enemies of the Jew
ish nation although they professed to 
love it. The people that ao know their 
God shall be strong. and do eXPloits 
refers to a family known in history 
as the Maccabees. This family per· 
formed the service ot rescuing the 
a.1tar from the corrupt servants of 
Epiphanes and restoring it to its law
ful use. I shall quote some history on 
this subject. 

"MaUathias and Judas Maccabeus 
supported the distressed nation, and 
the almost universally abandoned re
ligion, with so small a number 01 
forces, that we can consider the suc
cess which the Almighty gave their 
arms no otherwise than a miracle. The 
troops grew !nore numerous by de
grees, and afterwards formed a very 

conSiderable body." - Rolltn's Ancient 
History, Volume 4, page 242. 

"At this time Judas Maccabeus, with 
some otbers tbat accompanied him. 
fled into the wilderness, and there 
lived in great bardship. subsisting 
themselves upon herbs, and what else 
the mountains and woods could afford 
them, till they gained an opportunity 
of taking up arms for themselves and 
their country, in a manner as will be 
hereafter related." - Prideaux's Con· 
nexion, year 168. 

"These measures [of Epiphanes] In
duced an open revolt, whose leader 
was the priest and patriot Mattathias 
of Modin. His bold deed of the public 
murder of a royal Official was the sign 
for the beginning ot the revolt. Flee
ing to the mountaIns, he, with the co· 
operation of five heroic sons, organized 
war on a small scale. He died in 166 
B.C."-SchalT·Herzog, ArtiCle. Macca
bees. 

Verse 33. "Judas, one of the younger 
sons, who had taken Lbe most promi
nent part in the plans ot his father, 
was appointed his successor. FOr six 
years he led the party with almost 
superhuman effort and varrying suc
cess. Decisive battles he bad to avoid. 
But in innumerable skirmishes he de
feated the hated foretgners; and his 
enthusiastic followers called him 'Mac· 
cabi,' or the 'Hammerer: from which 
his family has received the appellation 
'Maccabees.' It is apparent that this 
conflict had more of a religious than 
of a national character."-Schaff-Her
zog, Article, Maccabees. 

This verse predicts the hardships 
endured by the Maccabees in their 
struggles against the vicious Epiph
anes. They had an army finally that 
fought under them, and its men Buf
fered the hard treatment here named, 
including the sword, fire and prison. 

Verse 34. The chief item Predicted 
in this verse is the fact that the forces 
with which the conflict fOr the altar 
was waged were a little help. which 
means that the number was small, as 
we have seen in the history quoted. 

Verse 35. There is not much new 
in this verse as it is sUll speaking of 
the hardships that tile Maccabees en
dUred in their struggles tor the resto
ration of the worshIp in Jerusa1em. 
Make them w,hite refers to the purifi
cation that results to the righteous 
when they are "persecuted fOr right
eousness' sake." 

Verse 36. This king is still Epiph
anes whose wicked doings we have 
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been observing through many ot the 
verses. Do according to his will. This 
king was selfish and headstrong and 
acted according as his own will dic
tated, regardless 0:1' others' rights and 
whether the thing he wished to do was 
right or wrong, The predictions of the 
verse are general but the main thought 
is the same as that in verse 31. Till 
the indignation be accomplished. This 
means the indignation of God against 
his own people because of their stns at 
this time. Epiphanes was sufl'ered to 
oppress the Jews in order to punish 
them, and as soon as the wrath of the 
Lord was satisfied, the wicked king 
was to be brought to his own punish
ment. This prediction is the same as 
that made in chapter 8: 12. There is 
an extended comment with a quotation 
from history at that place and the 
reader is asked to see it again. 

Verse 37. Nor the desire 01 'loomen. 
Epiphanes was a very immoral man, 
and most of his immoral actions were 
unnatural. The prediction does not 
mean he never was intimate with wo
men for he was, but that was not the 
chief object of his carnal desires. An
other lengthy paragraph is devoted to 
the vile character of this king at verse 
21 which the reader should see. The 
rest of the items of this verse have 
been explained. 

Verses 38, 39. Epiphanes had no re
gard for the true God, neither for the 
rights of good men. The only god he 
served was that of military and finan
cial forces. Such is the gist of this 
paragraph, and the many historical 
quotations that have been given 
clearly prove the predictions to be 
true. 

Verses 40-43. No advantage would be 
gained by separating these verses into 
paragraphs for each, for all of them 
are on the same subject and have been 
virtually explained previously. The 
paragraph is a summing up of the 
activities of Epiphanes in his mad 
hostilities against Egypt and other 
peoples. 

Verses 44, 45. The historical quota
tion that belongs with this paragraph 
is quoted at chapter 8: 24, 25. Briefiy 
summing UP. Epiphanes was madly 
pursuing his attacks in the south when 
he learned of the disturbances going 
on in another part of bis dominions. 
In his fun! he started thither, deter
mined to wreak severe vengeance upon 
the Jews whom he blamed for most of 
the disturbances. But he was not suf
fered to carry out his wicked designs. 
In the midst of his mad performances 

he was smitten by the Lord and finally 
died in a most shameful and loath
some manner. In this way he fulfilled 
the prediction, yet .he shall come to 
his end, and none shall ·help him. 

DANIEL 12 
Verse 1. That is a demonstrative 

pronoun but does not necessarily refer 
to any definite time as to exact date. 
r t means that a certain time is re
ferred to and is designated by this pro
noun because of the importance of the 
events to be predicted. The closing 
events of the preceding chapter bring 
the date down to a century and a half 
before Christ. Since those events were 
directly connected with the bitter ex
periences of the Jews, it was apPropri
ate to speak of the good things about 
to be predicted as being for the sake 
cf thy (Daniel's) people. However, 
there were to be some more hardships 
imposed upon God's people, only they 
will be His people belonging to all 
nations and not the Jews alone. Al
together, the things predicted in this 
chapter will pertain to the greater 
part of the Christian Dispensation, 
even including the general reSUrrec
tion at the last day. No doubt the 
prophecy in this verse is stilI remem
bering the persecutions of the Jews 
because of Epiphanes' wicked treat
ment of them, and that Michael was 
an instrument in God's hands to help 
them according to Hebrews 1: ·13, 14. 
But the passage is not restricted to 
that subject for the vision passes im
mediately in the next verse to the 
events of the resurrection day. 

Verse 2. Beyond any question, this 
verse predicts the general resurrection 
since it includes the two classes of 
mankind, the good and the evil. In 
,John 5: 28, 29 the Lord Jesus makes 
the same prediction in virtually the 
same language. As further eVidence 
that this is a prediction of the general 
resurrection we have Paul in Acts 24: 
15 mentioning the general resurrec
tion, and says of it that they (the 
Jews) themselve8 also alloW, or admit. 
Yet the Jews could not have known 
at this doctrine but from the prophecy 
of Daniel. Many Of them does not sig
nify that not all will arise. The word 
many is defined by Strong as "abun
dant," and the phrase merely means 
that a vast number of people will have 
lived and died by the time of the 
resurrection day. 

Verse 3. This verse has been per
verted to teach that the saved will 
have stars in their crowns. That the-
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ory is wrong from every standpoint, 
and entirelY misses the things pre
dicted. The saved arc said to shine as 
the stars but that has nothing to do 
with their possessing any stars in 
their crown. for there Is not even any 
mention of crowns. 

Verse 4. Shut up the words, ana seal 
the book 1ndicates that the fulfillment 
of the predictions would be far In the 
future. Before they are fulfilled kflhWl
edge shall be increased. This refers to 
the general diffusion of the light of 
truth to be sent out through the king
dom of Christ, and predicted also in 
Isaiah 11: 9. 

Verse 5. The prophet next sees a 
vision of things to take place In the 
Gospel age, or at least things that will 
be a part of its blessings. The Lord 
often uses rivers and other streams 
figuratively to represent His blessings 
upon the righteous. Howevel', at the 
present time Daniel is still by the 
river where he received his last mes
sage from heaven. Now there is a per
son on each side of the river prepared 
to give some information in the hear
ing of the prophet. 

Verse 6. One of the men spoke to 
the man clothed in linen (chapter 10: 
5) and asked how long it would be to 
the end of thelle wonders. The answer 
that will be given Indicates the QUes
tion pertained to a period in the far
off future that would be similar in 
principle to that prevIously predicted 
to come in the nearer future on the 
Jews. 

Verse 7. The answer came in figura
tive language, that it was to be after 
a time, times and a hal!. This.1s the 
same symbolic prediction that Is made 
in chapter 7: 25 and means the "dark 
ages" of 1260 years. The figure is ex· 
plained at that place which the reader 
should see. Scatter the power 01 the 
hOly people refers to the persecutions 
of Christians by Rome during the dark 
ages. 

Verse 8. Daniel saw the men and 
heard them speak, but he was eon
cerned because he did not understand 
the answer to the question. 

Verse 9. The spokesman rather put 
Daniel off with an Indefinite reply for 
the same reason as expressed in verse 
4 where he was told to seal the book 
because the fulfillment was to be in 
the long future. 

Verse 10. While the man or angel 
would not go into all the details of the 
things predicted, yet Daniel was given 
some further information as to what 

would happen in the COurse of the 
"dark ages." bJany shall be purified, 
and made white, and tr'ied by the per· 
secutions of the dark ageS. None 01 
the wicked shall understand refers to 
the blindness of the Roman clergy, 
and the same is predicted by Paul in 
2 Thessalonians 2: 11. 

Verse 11. DaUy sacrifices and abo1n
inatian that maket.h desolate are used 
figuratively Or comparatively. The 
terms are those used of the corruption 
of the sacrifice by Epiphanes, but they 
are used to denote the time when the 
dark ages would start. because at that 
time the pUre worship would be pol· 
luted by Rome. The prophet was told 
it would be 1290 days, while the period 
of the dark ages was 1260 (years). 
But it took some time before the work 
got a good start, so the addition of 30 
(years) is allowed in this figurative 
prcphecy. 

Verse 12. When the work of Luther 
and his co-laborers got well underway, 
the clergy of Rome and leaders of the 
temporal dominions of the State that 
formed the union known as Babylon 
the Great, began to see what it was 
alJ about and began to persecute the 
reformers. For some time they were 
subjected to bitter experiences, com
pal'able with the ones suffered by the 
Maccabees, and the distress was so 
great that some yielded and gave up 
the struggle. There were others, 
though, who waited and came through 
until the battle of the Reformation was 
won, which the passage sets at the end 
of 1335 days (years). and a blessIng 
is promised to those who endured to 
that time. Of course the number of 
years indicated is only approximate, 
but it gives the general idea of the 
great epoch. 

Verse 13. The vision is ended and 
Daniel is dismissed to go on his way. 
He has faithfully and patiently given 
attention to the address of man or 
angel. Thou shalt rest is a blessing 
pronounced upon him in view of hIs 
righteous life. He has been an exile 
from the land of his fatbers since the 
beginning of the great captivity and 
it is DOW the third year since that 
period ended. Stand in thy lot. The 
flrst word means to be established and 
the last means fortune Or destiny. The 
promise means that when the last 
great day comes (end of the days). 
Daniel will be among those who wlll 
be able to jotn wi th the faithful of aU 
ages in sharing the blessings of Him 
whose faithful servant he has been 
while living on the earth. 


